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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

ICTʼs
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Council lingers 
on smoking ban
By Amanda Casanova

The Irving City Council 
snuffed out plans for what could 
have been a highly contentious 
meeting and agreed to postpone 
discussing a possible smoking 
ordinance.

The proposed ordinance, 
which hasn’t been finalized, would 
prohibit smoking in certain places.

The Council did spend time 
during the Sep. 19 meeting lis-
tening to public input about the 

Fall Arts Preview

Fall Arts Preview

Fall Arts Preview
Full calendar of area 

performances and exhibits
Pages 10-12

An unscientific 
word of caution
By Jess Paniszczyn

The words I would use to 
describe the ANIMAL INSIDE 
OUT exhibit include striking, 
extremely interesting, cool 
(yes, cool), and (dare I say?) 
disturbing. There, now you 
know what an unscientific 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The muscular system of a 

large bull is shown in detail as he 
engages in a playful game of tug 
of war with an invisible rival; the 
clearly defined circulatory system 
of a dog seems ready to chase a ball, 
while a camel’s head and neck is 
captured in three different poses 
as he bends to the ground. These 
and roughly 100 other Plastinated 
and capillary animal specimens 

are currently on display at the 
ANIMAL INSIDE OUT, a BODY 
WORLDS Production in the lower 
level of the Perot Museum of Na-
ture and Science through Feb. 17, 
2014. On a limited tour in U.S., the 
ANIMAL INSIDE OUT exhibition 
is Perot Museum’s first traveling 
exhibition.

None of the animals in the ex-
hibit were killed or harmed in any 

By Amanda Casanova
Former Irving City Manager 

Steve McCullough has been named 
Interim City Manager as City Man-
ager Tommy Gonzalez’ stretch as 
the top city official comes to an end.

The City Council voted unani-
mously for the appointment on Sep. 
19 at their regular meeting.

McCullough will start Oct. 2 and 
$138,049 has been allocated for his 
payment.The contract ends April 2, 
2014 or when the Council finds a 
permanent City Manager.

In April, after months of public 
debate, the Irving City Council voted 
to extend Gonzalez’ contract through 

By Phil Cerroni
The owner of three clubs in Irving, Club-

Corp hosted its annual “Savor the View - for a 
Good Cause” dinner and silent auction at the 
La Cima Club on Sep. 13.

Perched 26 stories above Williams Square, 
the La Cima Club offered a vantage point from 
which ClubCorp members could look out upon 
Irving’s financial might as they wandered be-
tween stations, set up by local restaurants, that 
paired one of the restaurant’s signature dishes 
with wine provided by the club - Rodizio Grill, 
the Ranch and La Madeline all made appear-

ances.
It would be a disservice, however, to focus 

only on the outward trappings at the expense 
of the spirit of the evening. This year, the lo-
cal ClubCorp subsidiaries put their chips on 
three charities: one local, one internal and one 
national.

Last year, in hopes of attracting more 
decision-makers to move their personal and 
business lives to Irving, the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce assembled an 
elite team of business and community leaders 
to deduce the most effective way to impress 

perspective residents.
The result was One Irving. Its mission: to 

improve Irving’s schools and better market the 
city to the business community.

“We decided the business leaders of Irving 
wanted to put together something to support 
the city. They wanted to support education; they 
wanted to support the children and students 
of the city,” said Joy Goodrum, the Chamber’s 
Director of Education and Workforce Develop-
ment.

With only 25 percent of high school 
students in Texas going on to graduate from 

college, the Chamber focused its education 
efforts on creating a skilled workforce out of 
the remaining 75 percent by investing money 
in Irving ISD’s AVID Signature Programs. 
Through these initiatives, high school students 
learn technical skills and earn professional 
certifications in fields such as construction, 
aviation and law, so they can have a head start 
when entering the workforce.

“We want these kids. If these kids weren’t 
going to have the opportunities to go off to 
college, I want to make sure they have great 

By Phil Cerroni
In preparation for Red Bull’s 

first national Flugtag (German for 
flight day or air show) in the United 
States, the DFW NewsFlash tracked 
down, FBG, a Flugtag team that has 
been heavily involved in promoting 
the event.

Just a clarification for anyone 
who does not know what Flugtag is. 
Red Bull will construct a 30 foot plat-

By Stephen Fielder
Irving ISD has given Griggs and 

Associates, a group that specializes in 
assisting school districts find a new 
superintendent, the task of gather-
ing citizen input in the process of 
choosing Irving ISD’s next chief ad-
ministrator. Monday, September 16, 
Dr. Debbie Tribble convened an open 
forum in the cafeteria at Nimitz High 
School to gather views on what sort 
of person the next superintendent 
should be. With only seven residents 
in attendance, the gathering was 

small. Nevertheless, for nearly an 
hour, they provided a focused and 
passionate vision of the kind of leader 
they want for the district.

Dr. Tribble, a former assistant 
superintendent at Hurst-Euless-
Bedford ISD, opened the meeting 
with three questions. (1) Do you want 
someone with a doctorate? (2) Do 
you want someone who is currently a 
superintendent, or could this person 
be an assistant or deputy superinten-
dent? (3) Would you accept someone 

ClubCorp’s Savor the View event supports three worthy causes

ANIMAL INSIDE OUT 
proves beauty is not skin deep

Steve McCullough named 
Irving’s interim manager

IISD asks public’s opinion 
on new superintendent

See MANAGER Page 2 See SMOKING Page 2

See ANIMALS Page 8See CAUTION Page 8

See SUPERINTENDANT Page 4

See SAVOR THE VIEW Page 6

When gravity affects you less than everybody else 

The sky’s the limit

Team FBG, who 
bill themselves 

as sexy space 
cowboys, are 

preparing to push 
their friend off a 
man-made cliff 
on a Styrofoam 
space shuttle in 
hopes of taking 

their place in 
the record books 

at Red Bull’s 
National Flugtag 

on Sep. 21. 
/ Courtesy photo

How do you win Flugtag?
1. Distance. It is an air show. If 
nothing flies, you do not have an 
air show.
2. Creativity of Craft. Anyone with 
enough engineering knowhow and 
big enough sponsorships can build 
something that will fly far enough. 
Get creative.
3. Showmanship. What would a 
Red Bull event be without a crazy 
show?See FLUGTAG Page 8

The muscle, bone 
and sinews of 

a deceased bull 
reveal wondrous 

details about 
the complexities 

of life as part 
of the ANIMAL 

INSIDE OUT 
exhibition at the 

Perot Museum. 
Discussing the 

success of BODY 
WORLDS’ exhibits, 

Dr. Angelina 
Whalley explains 

humans are 
fascinated by 

things they have 
never before seen.

/ Photo by John Starkey

Fall Arts Preview

Fall Arts Preview

Fall Arts Preview
Full calendar of area 

performances and exhibits
Pages 10-12
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n 50-4-50 Event
Sep. 21, 1p.m. to 10 p.m.
50-4-50 is a great way to support some of 
Irving’s non-profit organizations. Start the 
afternoon off with a round of golf at the Las 
Colinas Country Club and a replay certificate to 
come and play another day. Also included, is 
entry into the Casino Night. Not a golfer? Just 
come to the Casino night for all your casino 
favorites, including a poker tournament.
n Jesse Lynch Jazz 101
Sep. 24, 7:30 p.m.
A virtuosic tour of America’s greatest art form, 
this “jazz through ages” performance, features 
the Jesse Lynch Trio, who leads audiences on 
a journey through the evolution and history 
of jazz through music and multi-media. 
Presented by the Entertainment Series of 
Irving. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center. $35-
$85. For more information call 972-252-ARTS.
n Walkabout for Autism 
Sep. 28, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Come to Coppell’s Andy Brown Park East for 
the run, face-painting, photo boots, crafts 
or games, and know you’re supporting a 
great cause! The Walkabout benefits the 
Brent Woodall Foundation for Exceptional 
Children, a charitable nonprofit dedicated to 
empowering families of children with autism 

(972) 870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net
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and developmental disabilities. 
n Trinity Trash Bash
Sep. 28, 9 a.m. to Noon
Keep Irving Beautiful is hosting the 22nd 
Annual Trinity Trash Bash at the T.W. 
Richardson Grove Park. Lunch will be provided, 
and there will be music and prize drawings. 
Call at 972-721-2175, for more information.
n “Mini Book Sale” 
Sep. 28, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The Friends of the Irving Public Library are 
sponsoring a sale of slightly used children’s, 
adult, fiction, non-fiction, and paperback 
books at the West Irving Library. 
n Museum Day Live!
Sep. 28, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The Irving Heritage House opens its doors, free 
of charge, as part of Smithsonian Magazine’s 
ninth annual Museum Day Live! A nationwide 
event, Museum Day Live! offers free admission 
to visitors at participating museums and 
cultural institutions. Tickets are available to 
download at Smithsonian.com/museumday. 
Call 972-252-3838, for more information.
n Plaza Music Series: Worldly Latin 
Rock — Sep. 28, 7p.m. to 9 p.m.
Gather your family and friends, pack your 
picnic baskets and chairs, and join the City 
of Coppell for a concert in Coppell’s Town 

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
Sunday, Oct. 20 — Noon-3 PM 

$30 per person
Dinner and show

Plan your holiday 
catering now: 

order your Thanksgiving or 
Christmas dinner for pickup

10 person minimum

Host your holiday party 
at Glory House or order 
catering to your home or 

business 

$5
 plus tax
Large pizza

 

PIZZA KING
1711 West Irving Blvd., Behind the PLS

Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
972-253-3333

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers
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4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Citizens Development Cen-

ter (CDC) brought a sense of fun and 
family to the Urban Center when they 
hosted their 20th Annual Dash for 
Dignity, a 5K race and 1 mile fun run/
walk/roll and family fair near Lake 
Carolyn on Sep. 14. More than 600 
participants took part in the activi-
ties which included bounce houses, 
carnival games and raffles.

“We are getting the word out 
about what Citizens Development 
Center does, which is to provide 
vocational training services and job 
placement services for adults with 
disabilities,” said Diane Jones, As-
sociate Executive Director of the 
CDC. “We’ve been doing it for over 60 
years. It is our goal to help individu-
als with disabilities to have a sense 
of purpose and dignity in their lives.

“I think this has been one of the 
best turnouts we have had in many 
years. So it has been a very successful 
event today. Just seeing everybody 
and having a good time has been 

wonderful.” 
Deanna Polner, one of the run-

ners, celebrated achieving a personal 
goal through the event. 

“I’m having a great time. This is 
my first 5K,” Polner said. “I did really 
well. I didn’t croak or anything, so I’m 
very proud of myself actually.

“I came because I like the cause, 
and I work with Las Colinas Medical 
Center, and we are one of the spon-
sors. We did a big, giant group effort, 
and I wanted to participate. 

“I love what the Citizens De-
velopment Center does. My son has 
autism. I think the fundamentals 
of life, teaching (adults with special 
needs) and getting them out there, 
putting them to work and giving 
them a chance to have normalcy is a 
wonderful thing.”

Participant, Mike Zimmerman, 
claimed to have ‘sauntered’ rather 
than to have run during the event.

“It was a great day,” Zimmer-
man said. “We wanted to support 
everybody, because it’s a good cause. 

proposal. Although the initial plan 
coming into the Thursday meeting 
was to appoint an ad-hoc committee 
of council members (John Danish, 
Rose Cannaday, Brad LaMorgese, 
Gerald Farris) to discuss the issue, 
Councilman Allan Meagher instead 
proposed killing the proposal at the 
Thursday meeting.

In another twist, however, the 
Council voted to bring the ban back 
to Council in two months.

After two public meetings this 
summer, the Health Board had 
recommended that the City take on 
the ordinance, but Van Duyne said 
at the Sep. 19 council meeting that 
between the two meetings, only about 
30 people showed up to discuss the 
proposal.

At the Sep. 19 meeting, residents 
and business owners filled Council 
chambers.

“It was very clear that there is 
still more work to be done on the or-
dinance,” Van Duyne said. “We have 
received literally hundreds of emails 
both for and against. It is a highly 
contentious issue.”

Under the current smoking 

ordinance, smoking is prohibited 
in elevators, hospitals, public areas, 
restaurants, public transportation 
and billiard halls.

According to the Texas Smoke-
free ordinance database, Irving’s 
ordinance is rated mixed because 
of some exceptions to the rule, such 
as bars.

Oct. 1. After Oct. 1, Gonzalez may 
stay on and serve as a transitional 
consultant to the City until Dec. 31. 
Under the extension agreement, 
Gonzalez will be paid for accrued 
vacation, his $60,000 retention pay 
for this year and a 2009 housing loan 
will be forgiven. If he resigns before 
the contract ends, the contract will 

terminate.
As Irving’s City Manager, Gonza-

lez has served a city of about 216,000 
residents and has earned about 
$430,000 annually. 

McCullough retired from the 
City Manager post in 2005 after 
about 30 years with the City.

An executive search firm has 
been hired to find a permanent City 
Manager. That search could take 
about four to five months, according 
to Mayor Beth Van Duyne.

Center Plaza! Bubba Hernandez brings his 
fresh, alternative-world music characterized 
by delectable danceable compositions, 
provocative vocals, and hip motivating 
grooves. As always Kona Ice snow cones will 
be on site, cash only please, and free popcorn 
courtesy of the Parks Department!
n Neighborhood reminder: door-to-
door solicitors 
Residents are reminded to use caution when 
approached by door-to-door solicitors in 
your neighborhood. Solicitors are required to 
obtain a permit from the City of Irving and 
should be able to produce identification and 
permit information when asked. Homeowners 
should never invite solicitors into their 
home. Do not be lured by monetary offers to 
participate in their program. Call the Irving 
Police at 972-273-1010 if you are approached 
by unpermitted solicitors.
n Don’t fall for home repair scams
The Irving Police Department warns of a scam 
that has been used twice to burglarize homes 
in Irving. The suspects contact residents 
at their home and tell them that they are 
scheduled to trim their neighbor’s trees. In 
order to do so, they will need access into their 
backyard. They ask the resident to accompany 
them into their backyard in order to discuss 
what they will be doing.  The suspects keep 
the homeowners distracted long enough to 
allow another suspect time to enter the home 
and steal property. 

Smoking
Continued from Page 1

Manager
Continued from Page 1

Fair advocates special adults’ dignity

Completing their goal for the morning, a group completes the Dash for Dignity’s one mile fun run, walk and roll. / Photo by John Starkey

I just love coming out and supporting 
everybody.” 
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We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Irving Rambler ac-
cepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, 
and opinions.

 If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please email 
them to irving@irvingrambler.
com or mail them to: The Ir-
ving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, 
Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

To list your house of worship,
call Tammy Pompa

(972) 870-1992

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd

Irving, TX 75061
Sunday Worship 9:00am

Children’s Sunday School  9:00am
Adult Sunday School  10:30am

Pastor Bradley Carroll
972-790-2121   www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

UNITED METHODIST

Dear Editor:
I am writing to you as a volun-

teer of the American Heart Associa-
tion and supporter of the proposed 
smoke-free ordinance the City of 
Irving is proposing. I grew up around 
in an environment filled with sec-
ondhand smoke and now that I have 
learned of its negative effects I am a 
firm believer that smoke-free work-
places are extremely necessary. 

Plain and simple, secondhand 
smoke is a health hazard. It contains 
more than 4,000 chemicals and can 
cause many health problems such 
as heart disease, cancer, respiratory 
infections and asthma. 

As a Texan, I believe that I have 
the right to breathe clean air in res-
taurants, bars and other workplaces. 
I do not choose to smoke and there-
fore should not have to be exposed to 
it when I am in public. 

Smoke-free workplace poli-
cies would improve my health and 
have a positive fiscal impact on our 
community. Employers would have 
lower insurance premium, less ab-
senteeism and more patrons willing 
to frequent a smoke-free venue. In 
fact, studies of city ordinances across 
Texas have demonstrated once these 
smoke-free ordinances are enacted, 
food and mixed drink revenues tend 
to increase. 

Secondhand smoke kills smok-
ers and nonsmokers alike. I should 
not be at a higher risk for health 
problems because I go to restaurants 
and bars that allow others to smoke. 
The harmful effects of secondhand 
smoke should be eliminated by sim-
ply requiring smoke-free workplaces 
in the City of Irving. I encourage the 
City Council to strengthen the pro-
posed ordinance and not grandfather 

existing business and make all hotels 
smoke-free – the science speaks for 
itself- there is no safe alternative 
other than a complete smoke-free 
ordinance that covers all public 
workplaces. 

Sincerely,
Tim Hauter - AHA Volunteer
Minister of Music for North-

view Baptist Church 

By Jess Paniszczyn
A lively crowd gathered for the 

Healthcare Associates of Irving’s 
third annual Hogs and Hearts Rally 
benefiting Irving Cares on Sep. 14.

The afternoon was filled with 
entertainment as musicians played 
live and ralliers had their fill of 
festival food and deep fried cuisine. 
Youngsters enjoyed games, bounce 
houses and face painting, while 
young and old alike fiercely battled 
for top prize at the cakewalk. Signed 
sports memorabilia and artwork 
were among the offerings at the silent 
auction, but the blue Cowboys couch 
with the built in cooler probably had 
the most lookers. 

Towards the end of the after-
noon, several bikers took part in a 
motorcycle run.

“Irving Cares kind of met up 
with our demographic,” said Dr. 
Mark Anderson. “We see a lot of 
senior patients. And we see a lot of 
need with our senior patients.

“Last year we supported a pedi-
atric charity and collected diapers. So 

it was a natural transition to collect 
adult diapers this year along with 
walkers, canes, medical equipment 
and food for their food pantry. We 
will have a cash donation at the end 
of the day.

“My favorite part of the event is 
watching the staff come together and 
have a good time. They rally behind 
the event. As it accelerates up, they 
get more excited, and they like com-
ing out and having a good time.

“The event is local. It benefits lo-
cal. It is part of our giving back to the 
community. We see these patients 
on a day in, day out basis. We know 
they have some needs we can’t meet 
in the office, so we try to meet them 
outside the office.”

“I like to be part of good ben-
efits,” Stephen Scarbrough said. “This 
is part of doing what Christ tells you 
to do. You do it for others; you do it 
for Him. That’s what it’s all about.”

Motorcycle Rally honors the cycle of life

Too young to ride, a little one contents herself with playing with plastic duckies during 
the Healthcare Associates of Irving’s Hogs and Hearts Rally. / Photo by John Starkey
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

By Sissy Courtney
A dream came true for one year 

old Peggy Sue, a three-legged Welsh 
Corgi and Dachshund mix, at the 
DFW Humane Society Black Collar 
Affair. She found a ‘forever family’ 
and went home with them after the 
event at Las Colinas Country Club, 
Sat., Sept. 15. The affair was chaired 
by Kass Prince and Craig Boleman 
and raised money for the society and 
their Angel Fund that provides health 
services for needy pets. 

After the humans finished their 
fragrant dinner, other canines hoping 
to find their own forever home joined 
Peggy Sue in the Pet Parade through 
the dining room. Although Peggy Sue 
“is missing a little something” as the 
announcer Sherry Etzel impersonat-
ing Liza Minnelli said, it did not slow 
her down. 

“I’m also a dog whisperer, and 
Peggy Sue told me, ‘Three is the new 
four,’” Etzel/Minnelli said. At various 
times throughout the evening, Etzel 
also morphed into Carol Channing 
and Janice Joplin. 

Other canines in the parade were 
Rocky, a lover not a fighter; Andrea 
who worked the runway; Sweet Pea, 
just seven months old, who wanted 
to give kisses to everybody; three 
month old lab mix, Dale, who loved 
the stage; two month old brother 
and sister, Cinderella and Prince 
Charming, a playful pair; Jack, a 
border collie mix, seven months old 
and affectionate with children and 
other pets; and Cain, a terrier mix 
four month old, who was just looking 
for somebody to watch football with.

They were all sweet and loving 
and hoping for a forever home.

Other dog and cat celebrities, 
each of them adopted from the DFW 
Humane Society, also attended the 
affair with their families. Kia, a Chi-
huahua - Schnauzer Mix, took her 
place in the kissing booth and gave 
out doggy smooches to those who 
paid for her luscious licks. Kia found 
her forever home at the event.

Marci and Les Barton adopted 
Kia at the Black Collar Affair last year 
when she was just 16 weeks old. 

“We hadn’t planned on getting a 
dog, but Les brought her to me at the 
beginning of the evening, and I never 
let her go,” Barton said. “She was easy 
to housebreak, except for eating all 
my window sills and my rugs – she’s 
a puppy, after all.” 

Nevertheless, the Barton’s said 
Kia has become a good companion 
for their other dog Minka, a four year 
old Schnoodle. 

Doug Slusher and Humane So-
ciety Board Member Tina Shanahan 
were there with their long-haired cats 
Bosley and Marty, both adopted from 
the DFW Humane Society.

“Getting our name out there 
and letting people know there are 
great adoptable pets there is the 
most important thing this event can 
accomplish,” Shanahan said. “They 

don’t have to go to a breeder to get 
a great pet.”

Jim Falstrom, who attended the 
event, has adopted animals.

“I have two rescued Wire Fox 
Terriers and love them dearly,” Fal-
strom said. “I wish I could get them 
a commercial – they owe me a lot of 
money,” he said laughing. “Seriously, 
I’m glad I can take care of them. 
Anyone who doesn’t like dogs, I ques-
tion.” He said he had already bid on 
several silent auction items.  

ANgEL FuND
The Angel Fund provides health 

services including surgeries for needy 
pets. 

Kim and Bill Lansford attended 
with their dog, Shadow, who manned 
the kissing booth last year. The 
Lansford’s offered a $3,000 grant if 
others at the event would match that 
amount. They did, and then some.

Diana Pfaff adopted Zeke at last 
year’s event. Zeke was a recipient of 
the Angel Fund. He was brought to 
the shelter a year and a half ago need-
ing his left eye removed, his left back 
leg amputated, and repairs made on a 
broken tail. His was just one of many 
happy-ending tales told at the event 
about pets saved by the Angel Fund 
and adopted by loving homes.

To help raise money for the 
Angel Fund, patrons paid $20 each 
to play Heads or Tails for an iPad 
donated by Vickie Bumpass. As luck 
would have it, Bumpass won the iPad 
herself, but she gave it to one of her 
last competitors in the game, young-
ster Cait Pfaff.

AWARDS
The Spirit Award went to Jim 

Sanders. 

from a smaller school district, or do 
you believe they should have large 
school district experience? (Irving 
ISD has roughly 34,000 students.)

Regarding the question of 
whether the candidate should be 
required to have a doctorate, the 
responses were mixed. Some felt that 
prior success and experience could 
meet the requirement. To the ques-
tion of whether the candidate should 
already be a superintendent rather 
than an assistant superintendent or 
deputy superintendent, the response 
was also mixed. When asked if a 
person from a smaller district would 
be acceptable, the answer seemed to 
clearly be that it might be acceptable 
if the difference in size was not too 
great.

Evelyn Sample, who recently 
retired after working in the district 
for 33 years, expressed her concern 
about a new superintendent who did 
not have experience in a large district. 

“If they come without that ex-
posure, they don’t know how to deal 
with it when they first get here. If you 
start out behind the game, then you 
have a hard time catching up. They 
need to have something pretty close 
in proximity to what they would be 
coming to.”

Rita Lopez, a mother of two high 
school students in the district, was 
also concerned that the new super-
intendent needs to be fully ready to 
meet the challenges right away.

“I want a superintendent that 
comes from a similar demographic 
in their area and equal in size. Right 
now the need is for someone to come 
in and hit the ground running. We 
don’t have time for him to earn the 
experience at our cost.”

Some of the issues raised in-
cluded low morale in the district, the 
need for a more fair and open path to 
advancement, and continued focus 
on vocational education. 

Forum participant Andrew 
Goldsmith expressed a desire for a 
candidate who would focus on the 
needs of children of immigrants, a 
sizable part of the student popula-
tion. He also noted that low achieving 
and marginalized students are often 
overlooked because they are not high 
achievers but don’t have attendance 
or behavior problems. 

“I feel these students need pro-
grams and encouragement to be 
pushed to the top,” Goldsmith said.

Participants expressed a clear 
preference for a new superintendent 
who is ready to make a long-term 
commitment to the district – not 
someone who sees the job as just a 
steppingstone in a career progres-
sion. It was an unmistakable refer-
ence to Jack Singley, the late, revered 
former superintendent, who served 
the district for 44 years including 21 
years as superintendent. 

In closing, Dr. Tribble reviewed 
the comments she had gathered from 
the group. She came away with an 
impressive list of issues and ideas to 
present to the school board.

TailS of love: Black Collar Affair funds DFW Humane Society

Superintendant
Continued from Page 1

“He helped keep the old campus 
patched together and now spends up 

to five days a week providing crucial 
transport to and from the health clinic 
for health checks, spaying and neuter-
ing,” Prince said. “He has routinely 
adjusted whatever he has going in 
his business schedule or personal 
life to accommodate the needs of the 
animals in our care.” 

Jene Paryl presented the Presi-
dent’s Award to Fred Sanderson.

The award goes to the person 
or organization that had the great-
est overall impact on the health and 
welfare of the Humane Society and 
the animals during the year. 

“(Sanderson) has committed 
his professional life to the care of 
animals of all kinds in the animal 
services community of Las Colinas 
and Irving,” Paryl said. “He was 
instrumental in the design, construc-
tion and management of one of the 
country’s model animal shelters, an 
animal campus that is a shared space 
between an animal shelter and a no-
kill humane society. Now retired, (he) 
continues to volunteer his time to the 
DFW Humane Society.”

Paryl said the H. Ted Olson 
award goes to the individual or com-
pany that shares the traits exempli-
fied by Olson, a former Humane 
Society Board Chairman. 

“He was known for his grace, 
his vision, his sense of humor, and 

his pocket full of goodies,” Paryl said. 
The recipient was veterinarian 

Dr. Mike Burkett. 
“He has been working with the 

Humane Society for decades,” Paryl 
said. “In the last 10 years, he has be-
come our Number One go-to person 
to maintain the health and well-being 
of our pets. We do not have a vet on 
the staff of the Humane Society. We 
rely on Dr. Burkett’s expertise.” 

Paryl said Burkett not only helps 
them save money on their medical 
expenses, but that he saves hundreds 
of lives. He provides all of their 
heartworm treatments, takes care 
of scrapes and wound care, neuters 
and spays, does leg amputations, 
Angel Fund surgeries, and diagnoses 
illnesses.

“It’s a need that needs to be met,” 
Dr. Burkett said. “I feel a tremendous 
moral and ethical obligation to try to 
help every way I can. There are so 
many animals that are unfortunate 
and need care, so I feel like it’s my 
responsibility to provide as much 
of that as I possibly can. It’s not just 
me; it’s my entire staff. They have the 
same feelings that I do.” 

Humane Society Staff members 
Michael Whiteside and Sarah Kam-
ran were also recognized with gifts 
for all they do to help take care of the 
animals.

In the Kissing Booth, Ellen Goldberg gets a smooch from a pooch named Kia who found 
her forever family, Marci and Les Barton, at last year’s event. The Barton’s helped in the 
booth. / Photo by Sissy Courtney

Friday, October 4, 2013 — 7:00 p.m.
Irving Arts Center

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Irving, Tx. 75062

Presale: Adults $10/Children $8      Door: Adults $12/Children $10
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CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi. My name is Swifers. I was 
brought in because of landlord 
issues. I'm an interesting looking 
and dainty little girl. I could 
probably be confused with a 
whippet, with my medium sized 
slender body, and short coat. 
Basenjis are known to yodel, 
instead of bark, but none of my 
friends here at the shelter have 
heard me bark. So what kind of 
sound I make, will be a surprise to 
us all. I'm good with kids, and other 
pets. Come on by, and let's meet.

Hi my name is 
Klinger. I am 
much more 
handsome then 
Klinger on Mash. 
I am a 4 month 
old small grey 
and black male 
tabby. I was 
rescued from 
another shelter. I 
am in search of my perfect forever home I 
love to play and as soon as I am neutered I 
will be able to get on the floor of this 
fantastic cat room and play to my hearts 
content. Better yet, you can come adopt 
me and take me home to play and love 
forever with you.

1. GEOGRAPHY: The Khyber 
Pass connects which two na-
tions?
2. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of food is a nectarine?
3. MUSIC: In what Rod Stew-
art song does he say he “really 
should be back at school”?
4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What kind of animal also is 
known as a “gnu”?

5. HISTORY: When did the 
Cuban Missile Crisis occur?
6. LANGUAGE: What is 
meant by the term “lingua 
franca”?
7. ANATOMY: Where is the 
uvula in the human body?
8. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: 
What comedian observed, 
“Everywhere is within walk-
ing distance if you have the 
time”?
9. LITERATURE: Which 
poet’s 1928 book was titled 
“Good Morning, America”?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: 
Which president’s face is on 

the $100,000 bill?

Answers
1. Afghanistan and Pakistan
2. Peach
3. “Maggie May”
4. Wildebeest
5. October, 1962
6. Common language
7. Suspended from the soft 
palate
8. Steven Wright 
9. Carl Sandburg
10. Woodrow Wilson’s
Inc.

• It was Israeli politician 
Abba Eban who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: “A 
consensus means that everyone 
agrees to say collectively what 
no one believes individually.” 

• Moose are so nearsighted 
that they have been known to 
try to mate with cars.

• According to tradition, 
a bride whose dress is made of 
silk will have good fortune in 
her marriage. A woman who 

wears velvet to her wedding will 
face poverty, and a satin wed-
ding gown will bring bad luck.

• Beloved composer Fred-
eric Chopin died in 1849 in 
France. He was terrified of 
being buried alive, so at his 
request, after his death his 
heart was removed, preserved 
in alcohol and returned to his 
native country, Poland. Once 
in Warsaw, the urn containing 
his heart was sealed into a pillar 
of the Holy Cross Church with 
the inscription, “For where 
your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” 

• Spanish explorers named 

California after a mythical is-
land of Amazon women ruled 
by a warrior queen named 
Califa.

• In 1903, a now-unknown 
inventor (and breeder of chick-
ens, one might venture to 
guess) submitted a request to 
patent eyeglasses for chickens, 
designed to prevent injury due 
to pecking by other chickens. 
The request was refused.  

• The Sphinx in Egypt is 
the only one of the Seven Won-
ders of the Ancient World still 
in existence. 

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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Proposition Number 1 
(HJR 62)

HJR 62 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment to authorize 
the legislature to provide by 
statute for an exemption from 
ad valorem taxation of all or 
part of the market value of the 
residence homestead of the 
surviving spouse of a mem-
ber of the United States armed 
services who is killed in ac-
tion, as long as the surviving 
spouse has not remarried.  An 
eligible spouse who later quali-
fies a different property as the 
surviving spouse’s residence 
homestead could be authorized 
by statute to receive an exemp-
tion from ad valorem taxation 
in the same amount received 
for the first qualifying home-
stead during the last year in 
which the surviving spouse re-
ceived the exemption.

The proposed amendment 
would appear on the ballot as 
follows:  “The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an ex-
emption from ad valorem taxa-
tion of all or part of the market 
value of the residence home-
stead of the surviving spouse 
of a member of the armed ser-
vices of the United States who 
is killed in action.”

Proposition Number 2 
(HJR 79)

HJR 79 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment to repeal 
the constitutional provision re-
quiring the creation of a State 
Medical Education Board 
and a State Medical Educa-
tion Fund, neither of which is 
in operation.  No new loans 
have been made from the fund 
by the board in more than 25 
years, and the board currently 
has no appointees and receives 
no program funding. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:  
“The constitutional amend-
ment eliminating an obsolete 
requirement for a State Medi-
cal Education Board and a 
State Medical Education Fund, 
neither of which is operation-
al.” 

Proposition Number 3 
(HJR 133)

HJR 133 would authorize local 
political subdivisions to extend 
the length of time that aircraft 

parts could remain temporar-
ily in this state before being 
subject to ad valorem taxation. 
Under current law, merchan-
dise, wares, and goods (includ-
ing aircraft parts) may remain 
in this state temporarily for up 
to 175 days before being sub-
ject to ad valorem taxation; the 
proposed amendment would 
permit taxing entities to extend 
the exemption up to 730 days 
after the date that a person ac-
quired or imported aircraft 
parts in the state.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: 
“The constitutional amend-
ment to authorize a political 
subdivision of this state to ex-
tend the number of days that 
aircraft parts that are exempt 
from ad valorem taxation due 
to their location in this state for 
a temporary period may be lo-
cated in this state for purposes 
of qualifying for the tax ex-
emption.”

Proposition Number 4 
(HJR 24)

HJR 24 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment that would 
allow the legislature to provide 
for an exemption from ad va-
lorem taxation of part of the 
market value of the residence 
homestead of a partially dis-
abled veteran or the surviving 
spouse of a partially disabled 
veteran if the residence home-
stead was donated to the dis-
abled veteran at no cost to the 
veteran by a charitable organi-
zation.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:  
“The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legisla-
ture to provide for an exemp-
tion from ad valorem taxation 
of part of the market value of 
the residence homestead of a 
partially disabled veteran or 
the surviving spouse of a par-
tially disabled veteran if the 
residence homestead was do-
nated to the disabled veteran 
by a charitable organization.”

Proposition Number 5 
(SJR 18)

SJR 18 would amend the defi-
nition of “reverse mortgage” 
to authorize the making of re-
verse mortgage loans for the 
purchase of homestead prop-
erty in addition to the current 

legal uses of those loans, and 
would give lenders recourse 
against borrowers who fail to 
timely occupy the homestead 
properties purchased with such 
loans.  SJR 18 would also add 
to the definition of “reverse 
mortgage” an extension of 
credit that is not closed before 
the 12th day after the lender 
provides to the prospective 
borrower a written notice sum-
marizing risks and conditions 
of a reverse mortgage.  The 
language of the required notice 
is prescribed in the resolution.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:  
“The constitutional amend-
ment to authorize the making 
of a reverse mortgage loan 
for the purchase of homestead 
property and to amend lender 
disclosures and other require-
ments in connection with a re-
verse mortgage loan.”

Proposition Number 6 
(SJR 1)

SJR 1 would create the State 
Water Implementation Fund as 
a special fund inside the state 
treasury and outside the Gener-
al Revenue Fund. Money in the 
fund would be administered by 
the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB) and would be 
used to implement the state 
water plan, as adopted by gen-
eral law, by TWDB.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: 
“The constitutional amend-
ment providing for the creation 
of the State Water Implemen-
tation Fund for Texas and the 
State Water Implementation 
Revenue Fund for Texas to as-
sist in the financing of priority 
projects in the state water plan 
to ensure the availability of ad-
equate water resources.”

Proposition Number 7 
(HJR 87)

HJR 87 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment to allow 
home-rule municipalities to 
adopt charter provisions autho-
rizing the filling of vacancies 
in the governing body by ap-
pointment, but only when the 
remainder of the vacant term 
is less than 12 months. Under 
current law, municipal voters 
may adopt terms of office for 
municipal officers longer than 
two years, but upon approv-
ing longer terms of office, any 
resulting vacancies in office 
must be filled by special elec-
tion.  The proposed amend-
ment would provide an option 

for home-rule municipalities 
to fill short-term vacancies 
through appointment.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:  
“The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing a home-rule 
municipality to provide in its 
charter the procedure to fill a 
vacancy on its governing body 
for which the unexpired term is 
12 months or less.”

Proposition Number 8 
(HJR 147 and SJR 54)

HJR 147 would repeal the Tex-
as Constitution’s maximum 
tax rate for a Hidalgo County 
hospital district; the maximum 
rate is currently set at 10 cents 
per $100 valuation. This rate is 
lower than the maximum tax 
rate allowable for hospital dis-
tricts in all other counties in the 
State (75 cents per $100 valu-
ation).  The repeal of the con-
stitutional cap would authorize 
hospital district tax rates in 
Hidalgo County equal to the 
hospital district tax rate laws 
applicable to all other Texas 
counties.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: 
“The constitutional amend-
ment repealing Section 7, Ar-
ticle IX, Texas Constitution, 
which relates to the creation 
of a hospital district in Hidalgo 
County.”

Proposition Number 9 
(SJR 42)

SJR 42 would expand the po-
tential sanctions that the State 
Commission on Judicial Con-
duct can issue following a 
formal proceeding.   This con-
stitutional amendment would 
allow the Commission to issue 
an order of public admonition, 
warning, reprimand, or a re-
quirement to obtain additional 
training or education in addi-
tion to the Commission’s cur-
rent authority to issue a public 
censure or recommend remov-
al or retirement of a judge.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: 
“The constitutional amend-
ment relating to expanding the 
types of sanctions that may 
be assessed against a judge or 
justice following a formal pro-
ceeding instituted by the State 
Commission on Judicial Con-
duct.”

Published by Texas Secretary 
of State John Steen, www.Vote-
Texas.gov or 1-800-252-VOTE 
(8683).

PUBLIC NOTICE
Brief Explanatory Statements of Proposed
Constitutional Amendments 

Special Election November 5, 2013

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

Client/Server Programmer 
III for TAMKO Building Prod-

ucts, Inc
to work at Irving, TX loc. SAP BW/BO/HANA 
development [devt] of new software reporting 
requirements & support existing reports in 
production [prod]. DEVT incl:  Design & dev 
data models, extractors, queries, & security;  
Create complex queries & reports; Config 
IS sys environs & aps; and Support project 
implement methods. PROD support incl: Re-
solve customer support issues; Monitor DB 
perf; Config report distrib options; Trouble-
shoot prod data issues; Help Security Team 
define & troubleshoot data & report access; 
and Move objects from QA into Prod sys-
tems. GEN duties incl: Meet & communicate 
to determine reqs; Translate reqs into DB & 
universe design; Documentation; Assist in 
defining Business Intelligence & Procedures 
(best practices); Do time estimates; Assist w/ 
training content & delivery;  Gain Business 
Warehouse, BusinessObjects, & HANA 
expertise; and work with rel technologies. 
Some travel may be involved. Requires MS 
in Comp Sci, IT, Math, Engr, MIS, or related 
field and 2 yrs relevant exp; or BS in rel field 
and 5 yrs relev exp. (May undergo pre-hire 
background checks.) Resume to Attention: 
Client/Server Programmer III, P.O. Box 72, 
Joplin, MO 64802. EOE.

EIM Consultant (Irving, TX ):
Interact w/ clients, gather bus . reqmnts, 
& deliver SAP Bus Objects solutions; Dvlp 
data warehouse & bus intelligence solutions; 
Maintain, extract, transform & load processes 
of data; Dvlp &  implement web based apps 
using technologies such as Java, C++, SQL 
& Oracle. Mstrs in Bus Admin reqd. Mail 
resumes to HR, Akili, Inc. 400 Las Colinas 
Blvd. E, Ste 450, Irving, TX 75039.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 
1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1.  RFP #006D-14F
Lease/Purchase Financing Plan
Due Date: 10/11/13 @ 3:00 p.m.

2.  RFP #008D-14F
Professional Consulting Services

For Parking Lot Study for
Las Colinas Urban Center

Due Date: 10/11/13 @ 3:30 p.m.
3.  RFP #007M-14F

Golf Course Consultant Services
Due Date: 10/11/13 @ 4:00 p.m.
Pre-proposal meeting:  9/26/13

@ 10:00 a.m.

Responses must be received in a sealed  en-
velope with solicitation number and due date 
on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at www.
cityofirving.orgclick Departments/ Purchasing 
Phone: 972.721.2631

TxDOT NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
STATE HIGHWAY (SH) 161 INTERIM BOTTLENECK OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS

FROM: SOUTH OF CONFLANS ROAD 
TO: NORTH OF SH 114

CSJ:  2964-01-022

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the Regional Transportation Council (RTC) will conduct a Public Meeting on 
Tuesday, October 22nd, 2013, for the proposed implementation of interim bottleneck operational improvements to address localized 
congestion for an approximately 6.326 mile section of State Highway (SH) 161 from south of Conflans Road to north of SH 114 in 
Irving, Dallas County, Texas. The Public Meeting will be held at MacArthur High School located at 3700 N MacArthur Blvd., Irving, 
Texas, 75062 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

The purpose of the Public Meeting is to present the proposed project to the public and receive comments.  It will be conducted in 
an informal open house format.  Representatives from TxDOT, the RTC, and regional partners will be available to answer questions 
about the proposed project.

The proposed project would convert the use of the inside shoulder to an interim operational travel lane during AM/PM peak-hours 
periods as a method to increase the performance of the existing highway’s capacity. The proposed improvements would include 
restriping the existing paved inside shoulder to provide an interim operational travel lane thereby enabling three general purpose 
lanes of operations in each direction during AM/PM peak-hour periods. TxDOT and its regional partners are looking for an interim 
improvement to improve mobility and safety until a long-term improvement can be implemented.  The proposed project is anticipated 
to have a beneficial interim effect on regional and community traffic operations by improving traffic flow through the project area until 
a more substantial and ultimate-build project (toll) is implemented. 

The proposed project would not be on new location and it would not substantially alter either the horizontal or vertical alignment. The 
proposed project would be implemented within the existing SH 161 right-of-way (ROW) and completely within the footprint of the 
existing base course. The proposed project would not impact the FEMA-designated 100-year floodplain.

Maps showing the proposed project’s location and geometric design will be available for viewing at the Public Meeting.  This informa-
tion will also be available for public inspection at the TxDOT Dallas District Office located at 4777 East Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 
75150. Information about the tentative schedules for the implementation of these interim bottleneck operational improvements may 
be obtained at the Public Meeting or from the TxDOT Dallas District Office.

All interested persons are invited to attend this meeting to obtain information about the proposed project and to express their views.  
Persons requiring special communication or accommodation needs should contact the TxDOT Dallas District Public Information Office 
at (214) 320-6100 at least two (2) working days prior to the Public Meeting so appropriate arrangements can be made. Because the 
Public Meeting will be conducted in English, any request for language interpretation or other special communication needs should 
also be made at least two (2) working days prior to the Public Meeting.  TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate 
these needs.

Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed SH 161 interim bottleneck operational improvements will be 
accepted at the meeting.  Written comments can also be submitted to: Sandra Williams, TxDOT Dallas District APD, 4777 East US 
Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643.

Written comments will be accepted for a period of 10 days after the meeting and must be postmarked by Friday, November 1st, 2013. 
For additional information please contact Sandra Williams 214-320-6686 or e-mail:
Sandra.Williams2@txdot.gov

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

training and great opportunities 
with these companies that are here 
in Irving,” Goodrum said.

Besides expanding school pro-
grams, One Irving dedicated a por-
tion of its resources to improving 
the district’s image, pouring money 
into marketing campaigns and even 
striking a deal with ESPN to promote 
the IISD’s high school athlete of the 
month. 

The other charities represented 
at Savor the View also focus on 
quality of life. ClubCorp’s in- house 
organization, Employee Partners 
Care Foundation (EPCF), provides 
a fund to assist employees who have 
fallen on difficult times, at no cost to 
the worker.

“We’ve had examples of some 

of our own employees falling on 
hard times. We had an employee 
who tragically lost his wife in a car 
accident a couple of years ago,” said 
Mike Goff, general manager at the La 
Cima Club. “He could not afford her 
medical bills nor the funeral costs, 
and he applied for support and was 
approved right away. That’s what it’s 
all about.

“I know he’s (Eric Affeldt, Club-
Corp CEO) very passionate about 
creating (a) culture for his employees 
to feel welcome. We call our employ-
ees ‘employee partners’. They’re a 
partner in our business. I think it 
really helps with morale. It helps with 
teamwork. It helps with employee re-
tention, which we’re looking for. It’s 
just our way of trying to give back to 
our employees when they’re in need.”

The last charity, Augie’s Quest, 
directs its efforts on a national scale 
but has a personal connection with 

ClubCorp.
“Augie Nieto suffers from Lou 

Gehrig’s disease (Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis, ALS),” Goff said. “He is 
a very close friend of Eric Affeldt, our 
CEO of the ClubCorp, and Augie has 
been very inspirational in creating his 

own quest (to find a cure) for ALS.”
Inspired by Nieto’s efforts, Af-

feldt instituted the Charity Classic, 
a golf tournament which all of Club-
Corp’s 150 country clubs hosts during 
the year.

“It’s a collective effort on the part 

of the entire company. They support 
and help raise funds for an effort 
that’s critical in trying to find a cure 
to a debilitating disease, and, you 
know, I think we’re right on the cusp 
of some cutting edge discoveries to 
help find a cure,” Goff said.

Savor the View
Continued from Page 1
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery
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Public Notice
Magnet Recognition PRogRaM®

Site ViSit

•  Baylor Medical Center at Irving has applied to the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) 
for the prestigious designation of Magnet. The Magnet designation recognizes excellence in 
nursing services.

•  Patients, family members, staff, and interested parties who would like to provide comments are 
encouraged to do so.  Anyone may send comments via e-mail, fax, and direct mail. All phone 
comments to the Magnet Program Office must be followed up in writing.

  YOUR COMMENTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND NEvER ShARED wITh ThE FACILITY.  IF YOU ChOOSE, 
YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE ANONYMOUS, BUT MUST BE IN wRITING.

• YOUR COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 25, 2013.

Address:   AMERICAN NURSES CREDENTIALING CENTER (ANCC) 
MAGNET RECOGNITION PROGRAM OFFICE 
8515 Georgia Ave., Suite 400 
Silver Spring, MD  20910-3492

 Fax: 301-628-5217

 E-Mail: magnet@ana.org

 Phone:  866-588-3301 (toll free) ©2013 Baylor Health Care System BMCIrv_514_2013  833 CE09.13

By Phil Cerroni
The Greater Irving-Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
panel discussion to inform local 
business owners on how Texas’ 83rd 
Legislative Session will affect their 
operations. 

Texas Senator John Carona, 
Texas Senator Kelly Hancock, Texas 
House Representative Linda Harper-
Brown and Texas House Representa-
tive Bennett Ratcliff participated in 
the panel.

The following sections provide 
an overview of the discussion.

TRANSPoRTATIoN
Although the legislature did 

not award TxDOT the $4 billion it 
requested, the $1.6 billion to $2 bil-
lion will go a long ways to keeping the 
state’s current congestions problems 
at bay.

The bill got hung up in the Sen-
ate where certain members saw the 
appropriation as a drain on the rainy 
day fund. Rep. Harper-Brown stated 
that the money would not come out 
of the rainy day fund but be taken out 
and placed in a separate transporta-
tion fund before reaching the state’s 
reserves.

“The motion was not meant to 
be a free handout,” she countered. 

The House insisted that TxDOT 
tighten its belt and find a way to save 
$100 million each year. The savings 
would go towards paying down the 
department’s debt, garnering a pro-
jected $47 million saved in interest 
payments.

WATER
The 83rd Legislature convened 

when lake levels were (they still are) 
at their lowest level in years.

“All the things we need – good 
public schools and reliable electricity 
and any other things that (you can) 
imagine – transportation infrastruc-
ture – you’ve got to have water above 
all,” Carona said.

But water infrastructure costs 
money, about $200 billion to be more 
specific, and Texans are more reticent 
than ever about raising taxes.

The project would fund at least 
22 reservoirs and requisite infra-
structure over the next 50 to 70 years.

Starting small, the legislature set 
aside $2 billion to start a revolving 
fund that municipalities can borrow 
from in order to start these projects.

“But it would be a mistake for 
anybody to go away thinking that 
alone will enable us to leverage the 
size of projects that we have to be 
able to put together and fund to get 
the problem resolved,” Carona said.

More rainfall, the senator con-
tinued, will not solve Texas’ water 
problems. With a new resident, many 
of whom own vehicles, moving to 
Texas every seven minutes, analysts 
project the population to double 
inside of 30 years.

“So because we have failed to 
grasp the severity of this problem, 
and we have failed to agree on a fund-
ing mechanism, which we have not 
yet fully and properly agreed upon, 
this is what we are going to face, as 
communities, periods that are going 
to be very dry for us even if we do ev-
erything right from today forward. (It 
will take 20 years to get the first res-
ervoir up and running.) And you’re 
going to see water rationing for the 
next several years. It could increase 
across the board depending on what 
water rainfall is,” Carona said.

“I understand…there are 36 cit-
ies in the state that have 180 days of 
water and used to have as many as 
two years left,” Harper-Brown said.

Like Harper-Brown’s transpor-
tation bill, some in the legislature 
consider reservoir expansion a raid 

on the rainy day fund.
The problem does not only exist 

at a state level. Local communities, 
Carona said, could have done a much 
better job preparing for water short-
ages and predicting their growth 
over the past two decades, and at this 
juncture he does not see any solution 
that does not involve water rationing.

“We can have the best of every-
thing else (jobs, infrastructure, etc) 
but as soon as somebody turns on 
their tap, and water doesn’t come 
out, the rest of that doesn’t matter. 
You’re moving, or you’re not com-
ing,” Ratcliff said.

ThE BuDgET
When the 82nd legislature 

penned its budget in 2011, legisla-
tors expected to come back to Austin 
in June 2013 to find a$7.5 billion to 
cover the actual expenditures of the 
prior two years.

“So when we enact a budget, 
we’re guessing on revenues. We’re 
guessing on expenditures and trying 
to establish some kind of budget. It 
is a budget.” Hancock said.

To their surprise and delight, 
even though the 83rd’s budget in-
creased by three percent, they were 
$3 billion under budget for the past 
two years.

“That’s still a $3 billion cut. 
That’s not California, trust me. I’ve 
talked to their legislators. They would 
love to be able to do what we are do-
ing, but they cannot do it politically,” 
Hancock said.

Hancock stressed that we should 
not to look only at only the number, 
but at what the money is being use for 
and to adjust for things like popula-
tion and inflation.

“What we’re really talking about 
is limiting the growth of govern-
ment,” Hancock said. “We want to 
keep our government lean and mean 
just like we run our businesses, to 
make sure we’re not increasing the 
size and scope of government.

“When new kids show up, we 
need to hire teachers, build buildings 
and buy books. That’s not a growth 
in government, that’s a growth in 
service to the kids we’re providing 
an education for. So we’ve got to take 
that out of the formula.”

If one reads the budget like this, 
it has grown at less than four tenths 
of a percent, per year for the last six 
years, Hancock reasoned.

EDuCATIoN
Legislators arrived in Austin 

with some concrete goals for public 
education including not cutting 
public education like the last session, 
doing away with a mountain of stan-
dardized tests and getting away from 
a one size fits all mold for students. 
They introduced House Bill 5 to ac-
complish these ends.

Addressing the first issue, the 
legislature restored the $3.4 billion 
cut from the budget two years ago as 
well as increasing it by $2.2 billion in 
order to adjust for population growth.

Although it had already been 
suspended by the commissioner, 
the legislature officially slashed the 
number of standardized exit exams 

from 15 to five.
The bill also wanted to take the 

primary focus away from pushing 
kids into college and, instead, encour-
aged school districts to take the reins 
and provide more options, through 
vocational training for the 75 percent 
of Texas high schools students who 
will not go to college.

“We don’t need to design (a) one 
size fits all system in Austin for every 
kind in the State of Texas. That’s what 
local school boards do, and they do it 
very well,” Hancock said.

If House Bill 5 tackled how to 
fund Texas education, Senate Bill 2 
dealt with where to spend it, specifi-
cally in regards to charter schools, by 
giving priority to schools that were 
willing to locate in poorer perform-
ing districts.

“Putting a charter school in a 
high performing school district is 
not helping the kids that are in an 
underperforming school in another 
neighborhood. We need to put that 
school in their neighborhood where 
they can walk there, because the great 
challenge to kids struggling for choice 
in education is access,” Hancock said.

CASINoS
Although the 83rd Legislative 

sessions had been described as a 
‘Kumbaya’ session, the proposal al-
lowing the general citizenry to vote to 
allow casinos into the Texas sparked 
some controversy.

Although Carona has moral 
qualms with gambling, he thinks it 
is finally time to let it in.

“I’m also a pragmatist, and when 
technology changed, and you can lit-
erally today, right now play any game 
found in any casino in the world on 
your laptop computer, then there is 
nothing keeping it out of your state,” 
Carona said.

The bill, which did not make it 
to the Senate, would have allowed 
for the construction of 22 destination 
casinos across the state. The casino 
floor only occupies five percent of a 
destination casino. Hotels, dining, 
recreational and convention facilities 
make up the other 95 percent.

Furthermore, 11 of the contracts 
would automatically go to established 
race tracks 

“So what that means in a big 
state like Texas, is the distance be-

tween one casino and another will 
be substantially greater in terms of 
miles in most every case than if you 
got in your car right now and you 
drove to Oklahoma to play, or you 

drove eastward to Louisianna to 
play,” Carona said.

Another reason Carona support-
ed the bill was because constituents 

Lawmakers discuss 83rd Legislative Session’s impact

See LEGISLATURE Page 9
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amoeba I have been all along. 
I feel a little disingenuous giving 

you all the good news about the ANI-
MAL INSIDE OUT without giving 
you a word of caution. I don’t want 
to be glib, but honestly this exhibit 
is more breath catching than most 
Hollywood films, and yet would be 
a welcomed addition to any haunted 
house. 

There is something particularly 
disconcerting about being face to 
face with a shark or any other large 
predator that would gladly have me 
for dinner. This understandable re-
sponse is simple human instinct. But 
there is something else at play as well. 

For thousands of years we hu-

mans have domesticated animals 
and relied on them for survival. Now, 
through the wonders of science, an 
exhibit brings you within inches of 
a dissected baby camel seeking your 
affections, a skinless kitten rolling 
about, and the circulatory system of 
a rabbit on high alert for intruders. 
Not simply one or two of our ‘furry 
friends,’ but a room full, set up and 
on display for our education and 
entertainment. I think to fail to feel 
some sense of sadness or pity might 
make us less than human. 

So amongst the glowing reviews 
of a fascinating and often beautiful 
exhibit, I want you, my readers, to be 
warned: this rose has its thorns. We 
are indeed lucky to have such a world 
class exhibit so close at hand. Just 
know visiting it might be a bit hard 
on those with gentle hearts.

FBG started as little more than a joke.
“I saw it on Facebook and said, 

‘Guys I’m signing up as a team,’ 
sent an invitation to about 10 of our 
friends and said, ‘Who’s in?’ Four 
people responded, so they were on 
the team,” said FBG’s inaugural crew 
member, Zach Gentry.

Picking their theme proved to be 
a no-brainer.

“These past couple of years, for 
Halloween, a big group of us would 
go to the Ghostland Observatory (an 
Austin-based musical duo) concert 
and wear astronaut suits just for fun,” 
Gentry said. 

“We were like, ‘Why not just be 
astronauts and build a space shuttle? 
We already have astronaut suits and 
helmets.’”

Armed with a good idea and 
tight-knit crew, things really picked 
up for FBG when the boys teamed up 
with crew-member, Steven Walton’s, 
brother David, a photo journalism 
major at University of Missouri, to 
make their application video.

The product was better than they 
ever imagined it would be.

“That really put us on the map, 
because when we did that, we started 
having random people looking at it 
and commenting on YouTube, and 
Red Bull said they loved it,” Gentry 
said. “So once we had that video we 
were like, ‘Yeah we’re pretty sure 
we’re going to get it,’ we were sure 
we had a shot.”

After being selected, the next 
step was to find a pilot. Tyler Gilby, 
the lightest of the would-be aero-
nauts, was voluntold. They rounded 
out the ensemble with unofficial 
designer, Jared Seago, gravity techni-
cian, Steven Walton, whose motto is, 
“Gravity affects us less than normal 
people,” and team physician, Bran-
don Cornelius.

“He’s an OBGYN, so he delivers 
babies and space shuttles,” Gilby 
said.

Besides Seago, who works in 
construction, none of the members of 
FBG had any design or construction 
experience. This handicap prompted 
them to take what Seago described as 
a “build now, design later” approach 

to their flying machine.
Bent on breaking the world re-

cord, the team imagined a two-piece 
craft. After being pushed off the 
platform, Gilby would separate from 
the mother ship and pilot a glider to 
victory.

They never built it.
A very dangerous design, Red 

Bull put the kibosh on their outland-
ish first attempt. The energy drink 
company no longer allows the bra-
vado seen in previous Flugtags that 
inspired their daring glider scheme.

So they scaled down their efforts. 
Their best guess was to make some-
thing that looked like a space shuttle 
but functioned like a glider, but their 
lack of engineering experience, as 
well as the differences between the 
two types of craft, plagued the short 
design process. 

“We started out watching You-
Tube videos of Flugtag trying to 
figure out how to fly, and we recently 
were watching videos on how not to 
crash. So our expectations changed a 

lot,” Walton said.
FBG constructed their final, 

100 pound air ship in two and a half 
weeks. The one-eighth scale replica of 
a space shuttle, offered, they thought, 
the ideal balance of function and 
form.

“We settled on, you know, 
maybe more of looks more so than 
flights,” Gilby said.

Combined with their space suits, 
FBG thinks their killer skit and a 
shuttle that can be seen from half 
a mile away will win over both the 
judges and the crowd.

Rightly or wrongly, the team 
does not believe the competition will 
be very stiff.

“I think every year there’s  pretty 
decent number of teams that are kind 
of underwhelming,” Cornelius said. 

“The mantra that we’ve just 
tried to wrap our hands around has 
become very popular in the DFW 
Flugtag,” Gentry said.

“I think if we continue to own 
that, the sky’s the limit.”

A Capital Senior Living Community
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✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

form in the middle of Lake Carolyn, 
in Irving’s Urban Center. On Sep. 21, 
daring and foolhardy teams of four 
will shove their contraptions and, 
their fifth man, the pilot off the edge 
in the hope they will fly. Besides the 
flight day held in Irving, Red Bull will 
host four other exhibitions on the 
same day in Chicago, Washington 

D.C., Miami and Long Beach, CA. 
This marks their largest Flugtag 
festivities in the U.S. to date.

The Rambler caught up with 
FBG (Flugtag Bound Group) as the 
five team members were finishing 
their rocket-themed glider in the 
backyard of a house near White Rock 
Lake. Surrounded by dogs, tools, 
Styrofoam and televised football, 
they shared their story.

Now one of the most popular 
Flugtag teams competing in DFW, 

way for the sake of the exhibit. They 
came from various zoos, veterinary 
programs and animal groups. There 
are a few human bodies included in 
the exhibit, which originated from 
the Institute for Plastination’s body 
donation program. The humans 
provide visitors with the opportunity 
to compare humans with the other 
animals included in the exhibit. 

“Today is just the beginning 
of what we hope are hundreds of 
thousands of people coming through 
this exhibition, having not only an 
awe-inspiring moment but hopefully 
a life changing moment,” said Nicole 
Small, Eugene McDermott CEO of 
the Perot Museum.

“Humans tend to be fascinated 
most by things we’ve never seen,” 
said Dr. Angelina Whalley, curator 
and creative/conceptual designer 
for BODY WORLDS. “This is one 
major reason why Body Worlds has 
been so widely successful with almost 
40 million visitors worldwide. To 
see firsthand what we are made of, 
how our organs fit into the body and 
what they look like inspired so many 
people and even changed their lives. 
It should definitely change their view 
on themselves. 

“The (previous) exhibition was 
of human specimens, we were only 
able to include a very few animals. 
We recognized how much visitors 
appreciated having the opportunity 
to compare how similar we are un-
derneath our skin. So we continued 
plastinating…animal specimens in 
our labs. But it was not until 2010 
that we had a collection of animals 
that would allow us to set up an 
exhibition focusing more or less 
exclusively on animals. 

“Our goal was to create an exhi-
bition that fascinates people, teaches 
them the beauty of nature and raises 
awareness, appreciation and respect. 
We humans tend to be pretty selfish, 
and all too often we thoughtlessly ex-
ploit the world around us. I strongly 
believe if we don’t provide people 
with proper knowledge of beauty 
and the nature of these animals’ 
characteristics, we cannot expect 
them to treat animals with respect 
and appreciation.”

The Plastination process perma-
nently preserves animal tissues. The 
first step involves embalming and 
dissection. Then water and soluble 
fats are removed and replaced with 
a substance such as acetone. The 
acetone is then replaced with a poly-
mer like silicone rubber. The result 
is a dry, odorless and posable body, 
which can be set into any lifelike 
position. Once posed, the specimen 
is cured or hardened. The process 
takes about 1,500 hours or roughly 
a year to complete. 

“I think there are a lot of things 
we are trying to communicate with 
Body Worlds’ Animal Inside Out; 
part of it certainly is - look at the 
extraordinary diversity and beauty 
of life, and how incredibly diverse it 
is. But then also starting to under-
stand maybe a little bit more about 
ourselves, still understanding the 

human side of things,” Steve Hinkley 
Vice President of Programs said. “Of 
course, there are some human based 
specimens throughout (the exhibit). 
It is understanding that evolution-
ary connection; that very, very deep 
connection to these organisms that 
are surrounding us. This exhibit 
presents that in a fantastic and phe-
nomenal way. It’s not every day that 
I get to stand right next to a several 
hundred (pound) bull that has been 
plastinated and positioned just so 
that I can see every single part of its 
structure. It’s really extraordinary.”

Nicole Small is also the mother 
of two young children, 5 and 8 years 
old, who are looking forward to see-
ing the exhibit.

“I think it’s up to each parent to 
decide what is appropriate for their 
child,” Small said. “This exhibit is 
about understanding the body and 
understanding animals. Kids are 
fascinated with animals. Each par-
ent knows their child. I can just tell 
you from personal experience that 
my children are chomping at the bit 
to get here, because they are dying 
to see these animals. Each parent 
should make that decision for their 
own children. 

“I think how the parent talks to 
the children about what they are see-
ing is also a really important piece of 
this. Parents as role models in learn-
ing are critical. So for parents to walk 
through and talk about the muscles 
and the skin, and helping the kids 
understand that those legs are levers 
is important. And that there is a dif-
ference between the bull’s knee and 
my knee is really fascinating. A lot of 
it is about how parents want to talk 
to and educate their kids. 

“Everything we do in science 
is about discovery, learning and it’s 
about a journey. So I think determin-
ing how you take in information and 
what you choose to do with it is part 
of the process.” 

TICkET AND gENERAL INFoRMATIoN
Tickets to ANIMAL INSIDE 

OUT are timed entry and must 
accompany a timed-entry general 
exhibit hall ticket.

Non-members can purchase 
best value, bundled, timed-entry 
ANIMAL INSIDE OUT/ Perot Mu-
seum general exhibits tickets for $27 
for adults (18-64), $18 for children 
(2-11; under 2 are free), and $22 for 
youth (12-17) and seniors (65+). 

Museum members receive free 
general exhibit hall admission and 
discounted admission for ANIMAL 
INSIDE OUT at $15 for adults, $11 
for children and $13 for youth and 
seniors. 

MUSEUM GENERAL ADMIS-
SION TICKET PRICES (which alone 
DO NOT include admission to ANI-
MAL INSIDE OUT) are $15 for adults 
(18-64), $12 for youth (12-17) and 
seniors (65+), and $10 for children 
(2-11). 

HOURS. Regular museum 
hours for general admission and the 
traveling exhibitions are Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sundays from Noon-5 p.m. 
Please check perotmuseum.org for 
special holidays, extended hours and 
unexpected closings. 

Flugtag
Continued from Page 1

Caution
Continued from Page 1

Animals
Continued from Page 1
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have shown widespread, bi-partisan 
support for this type of action. Eighty-
two percent said they wanted the op-
portunity to vote on it, and 79 percent 
said they would vote in favor.

Carona also said banning gam-
bling has a massive fiscal impact on 
the state. Four billion dollars each 
year, he said, go to schools and roads 
in other states as well as well as tens 
of thousands of job.

“That means that to the extent 
that there are social issues associated 
with gambling – gambling addiction 
being one of them – they are here,” 
Carona said. “The only difference is 
we’re not getting any tax revenue to 
pay for the treatment.

“We can choose to do what we’re 
doing with that artificial belief that 
we can keep it out of our border, but 

I’m telling you the guy who lives next 
door to you is playing it at his kitchen 
table every night. You haven’t kept 
anything out of the state except the 
tax dollars associated with it.”

Hancock, on the other hand, ex-
pressed opposition to the bill that did 
not softened during the 83rd session.

Although he cited moral ob-
jections, the senator’s larger point 
regarded the economy and research 
that showed that states that allow 
gambling are hit harder during an 
economic decline, than state without.

“It’s great when it’s great, but 
it’s bad when it’s bad. And the other 
issues that come about when you 
introduce it into your state are sig-
nificant,” he said.

ELECTRICITy
As more people and businesses 

move into the Texas, some people are 
becoming concerned that the greater 
strain on the state’s power infrastruc-
ture will lead to an increasing regular-

ity of brownouts during extreme heat 
and cold when people run their A/C 
systems the most.

One solution proposes slightly 
re-regulate the market by requiring 
generators to maintain a minimum 
amount of power.

But someone still has to pay 
the bill. 

“So who pays for it? Well, people 
say the state needs to step in and 
provide their guarantee…or create 
what’s called a capacity market. Well 
remember the state doesn’t pay for 
anything. What the state pays for you 
pay for, so it makes its way to your 
electric bill, trust me,” Carona said.

Usually, when the demand for 
energy goes up, the generator builds 
another plant, but cheap natural gas 
makes it difficult for companies to 
justify building new plants or even 
generating more electricity at their 
current ones, than they are absolutely 
positive they can sell.

Erlinda Nieto Barnes
Erlinda Nieto Barnes, age 70 of 

Irving, Texas passed away on Friday, 
September 13, 2013. She was born 

on October 28, 
1942 in San 
Antonio, Texas 
to Thomas and 
Virginia Nieto. 
Her parents 
preceded her in 
death. Erlinda 
married the 

love of her life Walter L. Barnes, Jr. on 
October 11, 1961. He preceded her in 
death on June 19, 1993. Erlinda was a 
loving daughter, sister, wife, mother, 
and friend. She loved to cook and 
made the best iced tea. Erlinda was 
like a mother to all. She is survived 
by her loving son, Robert Lowery 
Barnes; brother, Victor G. Nieto; 
sister, Refugia Campa; and numerous 
other friends and family. Visitation 
will be Thursday, September, 19, 2013 
from 6-8 pm at Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home. Funeral Services will be held 
at 10:00 am on Friday, September 20, 
2013 in the funeral home chapel, with 
interment following at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens, Irving. Erlinda 
will be truly missed.

Elizabeth “Liz” Champion
Elizabeth “Liz” Champion of 

Denton, TX departed this life on Sept. 
5, 2013 to be 
with her Lord 
a n d  S a v i o r . 
She was born 
on February28, 
1932. She was a 
longtime resi-
dent of Irving 
and owner of 

Champion Bookkeeping Services.
Memorial services will be held 

at the Oakview Baptist Church on 
Saturday, September 21st at 2pm with 
Dr. Gerlach officiating.

Bertha M. Coplen
Bertha M. Coplen, age 90 and 

Irving resident for over 60 years, died 
on September 
12, 2013. She 
was born in 
Grapevine on 
March 31, 1923 
to Herbert Bible 
and Bonnie Cox 
and worked as 
an Office Man-

ager for a transportation company. 
Bertha was loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother 

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates
www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123

Coppell’s New Municipal Cemetery
Burial Gardens, Columbarium

Family Estates

www.rollingoaksmemorialcenter.com

972-304-6123
Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Florence E. Blair,
2/20/1924-9/19/2013
Nancy Snover Berry,
11/25/2013-9/16/2013
Virgina Irene Medd,
12/31/1922 - 9/12/2013

Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Mildred “Ganell” Barrier
March 16, 1925 – September 12, 2013
Christopher “Chris” Chap
April 7, 1999 – September 11, 2013
Marjorie Galyon
October 19, 1924 – September 15, 2013
Gladys M. Duncan
June 6, 1929 – September 15, 2013
Mary Esther Doughty Hoffman
August 10, 1941 – September 16, 2013
Callae “Kelly” McMahon
August 6, 1963 – September 18, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

● Pre-Need plans from other funeral homes honored

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

Legislature
Continued from Page 7

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

who loved to sew, crocheted baby 
hats and raised poodles. She was fifty 
year member of Irving First United 
Methodist Church and a member of 
the Keystone Sunday School Class. 
Bertha is preceded in death by her 
husband of over 65 years, Chester 
M. Coplen and her daughter Lois F. 
Coplen and is survived by her grand-
daughters Felicia King of Irving; 
Christy Nelson and husband Rick of 
Goldsby, OK and Casey Copus and 
husband Cari of Norman, OK along 
with great grandchildren Amanda 
and Tyler King; Jordan and Jake 
Nelson; Caley and Charles Copus 
and sisters Nelda Jordan and Edna 
Mae Harrington. A Funeral Service 
was held at 10 AM on September 16, 
2013 at the First United Methodist 
Church of Irving with interment at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. The 
family requests memorial donations 
be made to First United Methodist 
Church’s General Fund at 211 W 3rd 
Street, Irving, TX 75060 or www.
fumcirving.org

H.D. “Joe” Stratton
H.D. “Joe” Stratton, age 82 of 

Irving, died on September 17, 2013. 
He was born in 
Newton, Iowa 
on February 26, 
1931 to Howard 
Everett Strat-
ton and Eleanor 
Jean Davis. Joe 
joined the Navy 
in 1951 and was 

honorably discharged as an SKII 
in1954. He co-owned a men’s clothing 
store with his parents in Newton and 
in 1971, opened Four Banger, a store 

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

for boys and young men. He then 
worked as a salesman for Harvey-
Daco for twenty five years until his 
retirement in 1996, becoming a Pro-
motional Products Association Hall 
of Famer and a Certified Bob Ross 
Instructor. Joe is preceded death by 
his parents and wife Carol Lee Fry 
Stratton. He is survived by daughter 
Jolie and spouse Dru Milligan of Ir-
ving and son Dave and wife Kimberly 
of Bastrop, TX. An Inurnment Service 
with Military Honors will be held at 
2:30 PM at Dallas Fort Worth Na-
tional Cemetery on Monday, Septem-
ber 23, 2013 with a Memorial Service 
immediately following at 4:00 PM at 
Woodhaven Presbyterian Church at 
3650 North O’Connor in Irving with 
Reverends Diane Baldwin, Eleanor 
Cherryholmes and Ron Somers-Clark 
officiating.  Family requests memorial 
donation be made to PPAI Education 
Foundation at www.ppai.org or 3125 
Skyway Circle North Irving, Texas 
75038-3526.

The Irving ISD Board of Trust-
ees is seeking applicants to fill the 
vacant District 6 seat on the board. 
To be considered for the volunteer 
position, interested candidates must 
live in District 6 of Irving ISD and 
submit a completed application by 
noon on Oct. 30.

The specific duties of the Board 
of Trustees include:

To be legally responsible for 

the education of the students in the 
District. To make school district 
policy decisions regarding Irving 
ISD’s operation. To provide tax mon-
ies for maintenance and operation of 
the schools. To submit bond issues 
to the residents of the District. To 
govern local school matters, subject 
to limitations imposed by state and 
federal laws. To hire the superinten-
dent as its chief administrator and 

executive officer.
An opening for the District 6 seat 

became available when an elected 
trustee resigned from the board on 
Aug. 5. At the Sep. 16 board meeting, 
the Irving ISD Board of Trustees ap-
proved its plan to appoint someone 
to fill the vacant position. 

For more information, visit 
www.irvingisd.net/BoardApplica-
tion. 

Irving ISD School Board seeks applicants for District 6 Trustee
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Fall Arts Preview
By Colleen Ahern

The Irving Symphony Orches-
tra has undergone a whole host of 
changes during its 50-year history. 
Readers may recall the re-haul of the 
organization in 2011, spearheaded 
by ISO president, Tracy Boyd. The 
president gained Metroplex-wide at-
tention after changing the organiza-
tion’s name to ENVISO, and building 
a season exclusively of multimedia 
events that paired music with visual 
and performing arts. Boyd’s rebrand-
ing efforts attempted to make the 
ISO “one of the most progressive 
symphony orchestras in America,” as 
he said in a 2011 press release. 

Two years later, the Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra looks much the 
same as it did before Boyd took 
charge.  Former ISO president Mar-
guerite Korkmas returned to her 
position as president last season in 
order to help the symphony recover 
from serious financial setbacks and 

to bring ISO back to its roots. With 
the exception of the annual children’s 
concert, the 2013-2014 Season will 
not include any multi-media events. 

“[Multimedia] will not be ex-
tended in our programming this 
year,” Korkmas said.  “We really 
wanted to focus on great music and 
the performers. But that doesn’t 
mean we won’t be infusing some 
multimedia in future concerts.” 

ISO conductor Hector Guzman 
is a big supporter of Korkmas’s redi-
rection of the symphony. According 
to Guzman, abandoning Boyd’s mul-
tidisciplinary programming  benefits 
the Irving Symphony Orchestra both 
financially and artistically. 

“If we had kept doing that, it 
would have been a tremendous 
strain on the orchestra’s finances,” 
said Guzman. “In fact, ENVISO was 
never supposed to substitute (for) the 
ISO. The Irving Symphony Orchestra 
was always supposed to remain the 

Irving Symphony Orchestra. We’ve 
discovered that that is the name that 
remains with the people.” 

Korkmas stressed the impor-
tance of retaining a traditional ap-
proach to performance. 

“What you don’t want to hap-
pen is that the orchestra becomes 
a background to a production,” she 
explained. “And that’s why our em-
phasis is so strong on the orchestra 
this year, because we don’t want the 
orchestra to be considered back-
ground music,” Korkmas said.

Under Boyd’s leadership, the 
ISO’s 2011 press release claimed that 
it’s rebranding efforts would “give the 
48-year-old organization immediate, 
direct, instant identification with arts 
consumers.” But Korkmas is skepti-
cal of attempts to pull audience atten-
tion away from the music. 

“Because we have become such 
a social media society, that gets 
overdone.” She said. “What’s so 

exciting about the concerts is that 
they’re live performances. They’re 
not on a screen. You see the musi-
cians’ faces and the techniques. It’s 
very exciting. And you can lose that 
if you don’t keep promoting the live 
performance.” 

Despite Korkmas and Guzman’s 
more traditional approach, their 
mission is still to keep programming 
relevant and accessible to audiences. 
Accordingly, the ISO’s March 8 con-
cert will feature world-renowned 
band, Mariachi Vargas. Guzman 
believes the concert is a perfect fit for 
Irving, a city he describes as “a melt-
ing pot of cultures.” Mariachi Vargas, 
with whom Guzman worked for 
nine years, has existed for 110 years 
and has performed for the Queen of 
England and at the White House. 
Guzman said the ISO is already 
getting calls about the concert from 
people living in San Antonio, New 
Mexico, Colorado and California. 

“They are going to cause a sensation 
here,” he said. 

The ISO’s current season will 
also hold special appeal for families, 
an increasingly large portion of the Ir-
ving Symphony Orchestra’s audience 
according to Guzman. A November 9 
tribute to John Williams will feature 
music from many of the composer’s 
major films, including Star Wars, 
Jaws and Harry Potter. And in Febru-
ary, the orchestra will perform with 
guest soloist, twelve-year-old violin 
virtuoso, Claire Wells. “We’re honor-
ing youth and promoting education 
and that is what an orchestra is all 
about,” Korkmas said. 

Korkmas and Guzman believe 
that, ultimately, music has the power 
to stand on its own. Although ISO’s 
current season will not feature multi-
media performances, Guzman em-
phasized that “every concert is big. 
Big and exciting and attractive. We 
have just a little bit of everything.”

VISuAL ART 
 ◆ Animal Art Show (Irving Art 

Association, Sep. 1-26, both galleries, 
Jaycee Park Center for the Arts) This year’s 
12th Annual Wildlife & Domestic Animal 
Juried Art Competition combines the 
IACC’s Wildlife Juried Art Competition 
and the Unconditional Love: Pet fine Art 
Juried. Although the format is changing, 
the IACC plans on continuing its tradition 
of recognizing animal art ranging through 
all species and settings, both foreign and 
domestic.

 ◆ Faculty Exhibition (UD Professors, 
Sep. 6-29, Haggerty Art Gallery, University 
of Dallas) Art department faculty start off 
the semester by giving students a taste of 
the styles and sensibilities that influence 
their professors.

 ◆ Some Lines (Amy Borezo, Sep. 
13-Oct.3, Painting/Printmaking Building, 
University of Dallas) From the quiet of 
her bookbinding and letterpress, Shelter 
Bookworks, in Orange, Mass., Amy 
Borezo turns bookbinding into an art 
form, whether it be with the care she 
takes in clothing the word’s of others, or 
her own art books..Focused on fine and 
edition binding, her bindings and artist’s 
books are exhibited widely and are in a 
variety of major institutional and private 
collections. Amy also teaches book and 
print related courses, most recently at 
Dartmouth College.

 ◆ 2nd Annual SWA Invitational 
Exhibition (SWA Members, Sep. 14-Oct. 
13, Focus Gallery, Irving Arts Center) An 
exhibition featuring watercolor and water 
media paintings by more than members 
with leadership positions in The Society 
for Watercolor Artists. The Society is the 
only all-watercolor society in Tarrant 
County with membership throughout the 
DFW area.

 ◆ Becoming (Brett Dyer, Sep. 21-Oct. 
19, gallery, North Lake Central Campus) 
Through his work, Texas native and North 
Lake professor, Brett Dyer, continuously 
attempts to reflect human nature, holding 
his experiences in front of his peers as in a 
mirror, hoping to serve them and to find 
an inner catharsis with himself. Although 
less representation than his earlier work, 
Dyer’s current portfolio still attempts to 
tap into the image and emotion of his 
psyche while allowing him to explore the 
piece as he creates, instead of locking 
himself into the vision he had at the 
outset.

 ◆ Colors of the Wind (George 
Mendoza, Sep. 21-Nov. 10, Main Gallery, 
Irving Arts Center) This exhibit features 
colorful paintings and textile designs by 

artist, George Mendoza, who has been 
legally blind since the age of 15. A native 
of New York City, he has lived in New 
Mexico since he was 17. This exhibition 
is toured by the Ellen Noel Art Museum 
in Odessa, Texas, a sister Smithsonian 
Affiliate.

 ◆ Juxtapose (Irving Arts Association, 
Sept. 29-Oct. 24, east gallery, Jaycee Park 
Center for the Arts) Rotating exhibit.

 ◆ Creative Canvas (Irving Arts 
Association, Sep. 29-Oct. 25, west gallery, 
Jaycee Park Center for the Arts) Rotating 
exhibit.

 ◆ Four Decades of Works on 
Paper (Robert Rauschenberg, 
Oct. 4-Nov. 3, Haggerty Art Gallery, 
University of Dallas) Before his death 
in 2008, painter and sculptor, Robert 
Rauschenberg, explored the area that 
would become pop art in the 1960’s and 
beyond earning the National Medal of 
Arts and the Leonardo da Vinci World 
Award of Art. The exhibit offers a unique 
opportunity for Irving residents to see 
this groundbreaking artist’s work in an 
intimate setting.

 ◆ Pastor Garcia Sculpture 
Exhibition (Pastor Garcia, Oct. 5-Jan. 
5, ,Focus Gallery, Irving Arts Center) 
The exhibition features brightly colored 
Mexican folk art sculptures of fantastical 
creatures made by local artist and Art 
Connection member, Pastor Garcia. The 
style of work, called Alebrijes, originated 
in Oaxaca, Mexico. The Alebrijes are 
imaginary creatures that have elements 
from different animals such as dragon 
bodies, bat wings, wolf teeth and dog 
eyes. Garcia’s works are created using 
paper mache and then intricately 
decorated with paint.

 ◆ Paintings by Clotilde 
Espinosa (Clotilde Espinosa, Oct. 5-Jan. 
26, Carpenter Lobby, Irving Arts Center) 
The Arts Center celebrates Latin American 
traditions and culture by featuring the 
oil and acrylic works of Denton artist, 
Clotilde Espinosa.

 ◆ UD Clay (University of Dallas 
Alumni, Oct. 7-31, Art History Building, 
University of Dallas) Artists and former 
students return to their proving their 
ground to showcase their continuing 

development.
 ◆ Graduate Student Exhibits (UD 

Graduate Students, Oct. 8-Dec. 13, Art 
Village, University of Dallas)
Eliana Miranda, Oct. 8-Nov. 8, Painting/
Printmaking Building, University of 
Dallas)
Michael Farmer, Oct. 28-Nov. 8, Gorman 
Foyer, University of Dallas
Jessie Martinez, Nov. 11-22, Gorman 
Foyer, University of Dallas
Rachael Anderson, Dec. 2-11, Gorman 
Foyer, University of Dallas
Maryssa Moczan, Dec. 2-13, Painting/
Printmaking Building, University of Dallas

 ◆ Synopsis (Senior Exhibition, Oct. 
14-17, Painting/Printmaking Building, 
University of Dallas) Senior art majors 
spend as much as a year creating their 
studio exhibits, drawing to a close four 
years of intensive training in art.

 ◆ The Light, the Unfinished Void, 
and the Volkswagen (Kate Jenkins, Oct. 
19-Nov. 11, gallery, North Lake Central) 
Kate Jenkins’ crocheted food make waves 
as it crosses the oceans from her home in 
the United Kingdom to all corners of the 
world for exhibition. Formerly a knitting 
consultant regularly selling her world 
to designers including Marc Jacobs and 
Sonia Rykiel, Jenkins developed a keen 
eye for both the fashionable and the 
commonplace which she now puts to 
work whimsically reimagining flowers, 
supermarket wares and cigarettes with 
yarn.

 ◆ Shari Hornish and Jan Partin (Shari 
Hornish and Jan Partin, Oct. 27-Nov. 
21, east gallery, Jaycee Park Center for 
the Arts) Continuing one of the Irving 
Art Association’s favorite themes – the 
natural world – award-wining artists, 
Shari Hornish and Jan Partin, showcase 
the work here in Irving. Hornish continues 
her exploration of beauty in the space 
where the natural world meets the 
imagination. As at home with quilting 
as she is with paint, Hornish blends light 
and colors in every medium she touches. 
Different in medium but not in spirit, 
Jan Partin’s photography also examines 
the spiritual aspects of nature, and its 
connection with the diversity of hidden 
beauties, she captures with her lens.

 ◆ Susan Murray & Friends (Susan 
Murray, Oct. 27-Nov. 21, west gallery, 
Jaycee Park Center for the Arts) British-
born impressionist painter, known for 
her paintings of stately animals grand, 
outdoor landscape Susan Murray, fell 
in love with the great outdoors after 
emigrating to rural Ontario, where she 
lived on her grandparents’ farm. The 

sensual vibrancy of acrylics and oils 
pervade her work. Now, Murray firmly 
grounds her work in the American West 
where the foothills of the California 
Sierras serve both as her home and 
subject matter.

 ◆ Verne Funk Exhibition (Verne funk, 
Nov. 4-25, Art History Building, University 
of Dallas) An Emeritus drafting and 
ceramics professor at Texas Tech, visual 
artist Verne Funk has done over 300 solo, 
group invitational and juried exhibitions 
where he continually presents viewers 
with strange and comical pieces in order 
to entice them into a dialogue with the 
work.

 ◆ Installation Works (Jen Blazina, 
Nov. 8-Dec. 8, Haggerty Art Gallery, 
University of Dallas) Created in her studio 
in Philadelphia, Jen Blazinam’s sculptures 
show in solo and group exhibitions 
nationally and internationally. She 
has gallery representation at multiple 
galleries which include: Koelsch Gallery, 
Houston, TX; Divergence Fine Art Gallery, 
Baltimore, MD; Melissa Morgan Fine Arts 
Gallery, Palm Desert, CA; and Morgan 
Contemporary Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA. She 
is currently a fine arts professor at Drexel 
University.

 ◆ Student Photo Show (North Lake 
Students, Nov. 16 – Dec. 5, gallery, 
North Lake Central Campus) North Lake’s 
photography students gather to share a 
semester’s worth of growth as they hone 
their technical skill and artistic eye.

 ◆ Tall Tales & Huge Hearts (Raul 
Colon, Nov. 16-Jan.26, Dupree Lobby, 
Irving Arts Center) Raúl Colón is a popular 
award-winning artist who has illustrated 
more than 30 books for children. Known 
for his vibrant illustrations in watercolor 
and colored pencil, Colón created the art 
for a number of acclaimed picture books, 
including José! Born to Dance: The Story 
of José Limon by Susanna Reich, winner 
of the Tomas Rivera Mexican-American 
Children’s Book Award. 

 ◆ IAA Non-Juried Show (Nov. 24-
Dec. 26, TBA, Jaycee Park Center for the 
Arts) The Irving Art Association’s annual 
member exhibition again offers a forum 
for art lovers to gain fresh perspective 
from their neighbors and community and 
connect over a shared passion.

 ◆ Navidad Latinoamericana! 
Christmas Traditions of Latin 
America (IISD elementary students, 
Dec. 1-Dec. 31, Main Gallery, Irving 
Arts Center) The 21st Annual Holiday 
Exhibition and Tree Decorating 
Competition transforms the Main Gallery 

Irving Symphony reorganizes around live performances
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into a holiday wonderland filled with 
festive trees decorated by Irving parent-
teacher organizations and beautiful 
artwork by IISD elementary students. 
The trees compete for cash prizes and 
bragging rights awarded by celebrity 
judges and viewer votes.

MuSIC
 ◆ An Evening with Stephen 

Pride (Irving Black Art Council, Sep. 21, 
7 p.m., Suite 200, Irving Arts Center) Son 
of famed country artist Charley Pride, 
the combination of Stephen’s vocal range 
and the haunting “Pride” timbre, makes 
for a soulful treat, as Stephen mixes 
traditional country with a twist of modern 
contemporary music.

 ◆ Monuments of Western Music: 
Portraits of Mary (Texas Camerata and 
Ryland Angel, Sep. 23, 7:30 p.m., Church 
of the Incarnation, University of Dallas) 
University of Dallas’ music department 
features he musicians of Texas Camerata 
and Ryland Angel, countertenor, in 
a concert of vocal and instrumental 
chamber music focused on Marina 
themes.

 ◆ Celebrate with Music (Irving 
Symphonic Band, Oct. 5. 7:30 p.m., 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) ISB’s 
season opener features Tam Miller on 
Flute solo as well as other soloist from our 
group. This concert will be a band festival 
style featuring many toe tapping fun 
favorites such as Strike Up the Band and 
will celebrate the fantastic sounds of Fall.

 ◆ Shakespeare’s World (New 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m., 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) The 
NPO presents a concert filled with classics 
inspired by the Bard’s plays. Beethoven’s 
Coriolan Overture; Svendsen’s Romeo 
and Juliet, Nicolai’s Overture to the Merry 
Wives of Windsor; Purcell’s Chaconne from 
The Fairy Queen and Tchaikovsky’s The 
Tempest are all included.

 ◆ Vladimir Viardo (Irving Symphony 
Orchestra, Oct. 12, 8 p.m., Carpenter Hall, 
Irving Arts Center) Celebrate ISO’s season 
opening opener with the artistry of Van 
Cliburn International piano competition 
gold medal winner, Vladimir Viardo, 
performing Rachmaninoff’s brilliant 
Rhapsody on a theme of Paganini 
and Symphony No. 4 by Tchaikovsky. 
Despite having already launched an 
impressive global career, his travel visa 
was mysteriously revoked by the Soviets 
in the 1970’s, resulting in his virtual 
imprisonment behind the iron curtain 
for 14 years. During his confinement 
he developed new horizons in artistic 
achievement, and enlarged his repertoire, 
which eventually included thirty-seven 
concertos.

 ◆ Eternal Light, A Requiem (Irving 
Chorale, Oct. 19. 8 p.m., Plymouth 
Park United Methodist Church) In this 
variation from the traditional requiem, 
“Eternal Light” contains Latin phrases in 
each movement, along with words from 
English poems spanning the last 500 
years. Presented in collaboration with 
students from of IISD High School Choral 
programs.

 ◆ Howard Hilliard, Horn (LCSO, Oct. 
19. 8 p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center) International horn soloist and 
voting member of the National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Science (the 
organization that picks the Grammy’s), 
Howard Hilliard accompanies the Las 
Colinas Symphony Orchestra’s October 
concert, playing Bernstein’s On the Town, 
Copland’s Rodeo, Mozart’s Horn Concerto 
No. 1 and Bartok’s Dance Suite.

 ◆ Recital: Andrey 
Ponochevny (Andrew Ponochevny, Oct. 
28, 7 p.m., Lynch Auditorium, University 
of Dallas) Adjunct piano professor, 
Andrey Ponochevny has appeared with 
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, 
Des Moines Symphony, Rogue Valley 
Symphony and the Illinois Symphony and 
performed at several prestigious festivals 
including Ruhr Klavier Festival and the 
Bonner Herbst, International Keyboard 
Institute and Festival (IKIF) in New York 
City.

 ◆ Fall Concert (UD Chorale, Nov. 5, 
7 p.m., Lynch Auditorium, University of 
Dallas) Widely recognized for its quality, 
the UD Chorale performs repertoire 

ranging from Gregorian chant to 20th 
century works.

 ◆ Celebrate All Hallows (LSYO, Nov. 
6, 7 p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center) The Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
kicks off its celebratory 15th Season with 
a celebration of all things Halloween 
including Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance, 
Gounod’s Funeral March of a Marionette, 
Saint-Saens’ Dance Macabre and Ottman’s 
Superman Returns.

 ◆ Tribute to John Williams (Irving 
Symphony Orchestra, Nov. 9, 8 p.m., 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) Join the 
Irving Symphony in a tribute to one of the 
greatest living American composers: JOHN 
WILLIAMS and his movie scores: Jaws, 
Star Wars, Across the Stars, JFK, Indiana 
Jones, Harry Potter, Superman, E.T. Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind and much 
more!

 ◆ Lei Weng, Piano (LCSO, Nov. 16, 8 
p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) 
Steinway Artist, Dr. Lei Weng accompanies 
the Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra 
to Beethoven’s Leonora Overture No. 
1, Brahms’ Piano Concerto No. 1, and 
Kodaly’s Dances of Galanta. The laureate 
of many national and international 
competitions, Dr. Weng has taken top 
prizes in the Isabel Scionti International 
Piano Competition and the Camerata 
Piano Competition as well as many other 
accolades across the globe.

 ◆ Christmas Concert (UD Chorale, 
Dec. 10, 7 p.m., Lynch Auditorium, 
University of Dallas) Widely recognized 
for its quality, the UD Chorale performs 
Christmas music ranging from Gregorian 
chant to 20th century works.

 ◆ Royal Holiday (LSYO, Dec. 11, 7 
p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) 
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra invites its 
alumni to join them onstage for a reunion 
concert to that will include Handel’s 
Music for Royal Fireworks, Khachaturian’s 
Masquerade Waltz, Shubert’s Unfinished 
Symphony Movement 1 and holiday 
favorites.

 ◆ Winter Concert (Chamber 
Ensemble/Voice Students, Dec. 12, 7 
p.m., Haggar University Center, University 
of Dallas) University of Dallas students 
studying chamber music present a 
selection of ensemble pieces.

 ◆ We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas (Irving Chorale, Dec. 13, 
Plymouth Park United Methodist 
Church) A collaborative concert with the 
tintinnabulation of hand bells, Irving 
Chorale is joined by the Concert Bells 
of Fort Worth in presenting some of 
the season’s best melodies, including 
selections from one of the Chorale’s 
favorite composers, John Rutter. Also 
included in the evening’s event will be the 
always popular audience sing-a-long.

 ◆ Christmas Joy (Irving Symphony 
Orchestra, Dec. 14, 8 p.m., Carpenter 
Hall, Irving Arts Center) Christmas Joy 
and Holiday cheer with the most beloved 
Christmas music, featuring the talent of 
baritone Donnie Ray Albert and soprano 
Sheila Phillips. An Irving family tradition 
for many years!

 ◆ Great Stories in Music (New 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Dec. 15 3:30 
p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) 
NPO and the IISD Orchestra Program 
features Beethoven’s Overture of Fidelio, 
Vivaldi’s Concerto for Four Violins, Rossini’s 
Overture to William Tell, Borodin’s In 
the Steppes of Central Asia and Turina’s 
Danzas Fantasticas.

 ◆ Christmas Melodies (Irving 
Symphonic Band, Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) The 

Irving Symphonic Band teams up with the 
Reflections home school choir to bring all 
their Christmas favorites under one roof. 

 ◆ Holiday Celebration (LCSO, Dec. 
21, 8 p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center) The Las Colinas Symphony 
Orchestra brings its yearly collection of 
truly classical Christmas music including 
Tchaikovsky’s  Nutcracker Suite, Kallman’s 
Holiday Hoedown and selections from 
Menotti’s Amahl and the Night Visitors 
sprinkled throughout with traditional and 
beloved holiday tunes.

ThEATER
 ◆ I’m Hussain Jubilee Show by Najee 

Mondalek (Ajyal Theatrical Group, Sep. 
28, 8 p.m., Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center) Celebrating 25 years as the first 
Arab-American theatrical group in North 
America—and the first to take the show 
around the world – Im Hussein provides 
quality, affordable Arab theater, arts, and 
cultural experiences for Arab immigrants 
at home and abroad. The jubilee show 
showcases the best of the best skits—
the zaniest of Im Hussein’s antics and 
activities—newly written or slightly 
refreshed but still providing plenty of 
opportunities for laughter.

 ◆ Blithe Spirit by Noel 
Coward (Theatre Coppell, Oct. 4-20, 
Theatre Coppell) Charles has a problem. 
Both his wives have died. But even 
worse, they have come back to haunt 
him, and the girls are insanely jealous 
of each other. At the top of an ethereal 
love triangle, Charles tries desperately to 
appease both. He must continue to live a 
mortal life while his wives can enjoy the 
benefits of popping and out of existence. 
Mix in a confused maid, an excited 
fortune teller, and you have a formula for 

Please join Irving Interfaith 
in celebrating our two-year 
anniversary in the beautiful 
facility envisioned by Baylor 

Irving’s President Cindy 
Schamp and funded through 
the generous support of the 
Irving Hospital Authority.

Join us for a time of 
celebration!

October 30, 2013
4:30-7:00 p.m.

Irving Interfaith Clinic
1302 Lane Street, Suite 100

Irving, TX 75061

Special thanks to the Irving 
Healthcare Foundation for 
their continued commit-

ment, our gracious Faithful 
Friends, and the noble 300 
who make this ministry of 

compassionate care possible. 
Together we are bringing 

access to quality healthcare 
and transformational 

healing to Irving.

RSVP: 469.800.1002 or 
Monica.Ellington@
BaylorHealth.edu

Ribbon Cutting 
& Open House

Struggling with math,reading, 
memory, attention

I just don’t 
Get It!

We can help. 
Our innovative 
One-On-One Brain Training 
programs get results that are 
unmatched by any other program 
out there, including brain training 
websites, digital products, or 
tutoring.  Our One-On-One 
Brain Training can raise IQ an 
average of 15 points and improve 
mental skills by an average of 30 
percentile points.

LearningRx Coppell
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160
Coppell, TX 75019
www.LeaRningRx.Com/CoppeLL

469.208.4712

Grand 
Opening

September 
   3, 2013

Above & Beyond Center for Children
503 East 6th Street • Irving • (972) 870-9282

NOW OPEN IN IRVING!
Loving Environment...

Great Curriculum...
Caring Teachers...

Fun Surroundings...
Now enrolling! Call Today!

Enroll by October 31st and Get 50% off Registration!

Before- and After-School Care ● Drop-In Rate
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The Lone Star Youth Or-
chestra has selected the following 
young musicians to perform dur-
ing its upcoming season:

Violin: Lukas Bartke; Nichole 
Beltran; Marissa Broome; Mia 
Cantu; Iris Chang; Ali Coskun; 
Miguel Guzman; Tristan Hipolito; 
Tien Huynh; Valerie Kilburn; 
Ruth Langat; Sichao Liu; Rose 
McKey; Devyn Nave; Yahriel Ne-
grete; Nathan Richardson; Alex 
Robertson; Richard Rushing; 
Chelsey Yarofalmeg; Viola: Thom-
as Calambas; Jules Cromarty; 
Hembra Esqueda; Carleigh Klus-
man; Cello: Meagan McKey; 
Colton Howard; Bass: Matthew 
Myers; Harp: Anna Shipley; Clari-
net: Michelle Huang; Bassoon: 
Cara Loehding; Trumpet: Shan-
non Spirit; Euphonium: Nick 
Swisher; Percussion: Ben Parks; 
Tyler Rouse; Wale Salaudeen

Established in 1999 by Gar-
land Symphony Orchestra’s as-
sociate symphony, the Las Colinas 
Symphony Orchestra, The Lone 
Star Youth Orchestra is open to 
all middle and high school stu-
dents of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex and is the only tuition 
free youth orchestra in North 
Texas. Through master classes 
with distinguished professors, a 
professional training atmosphere, 
and the opportunity to work with 
local professional musicians, 98 
percent of the students go onto 
higher education.

Source: Las Colinas Symphony 

Orchestra
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Irving Symphony Orchestra performs in Carpenter Hall. / Photo by John Starkey

Lone Star Youth 
Orchestra announces 
2013-2014 musicians
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mayhem.
 ◆ Bus Stop by William Inge (Theatre 

Coppell, Oct. 5-21, Theatre Coppell) 
A snow storm forces a bus to hold up 
overnight at a country roadside diner. The 
odd-assortment of passengers must deal 
with their own eccentricities and come to 
grips with why they are travelling on the 
bus in the first place. A pompous cowboy 
and his guitar playing buddy are pursuing 
a pretty young nightclub singer while 
the bus stop’s proprietor and her helper 
are dealing with small town life and 
are, amazingly good influences on the 
customers. Both funny and poignant, Bus 
Stop is an American comedy classic.

 ◆ Ritch Mann by Cynthia Reid 
Will (Irving Black Arts Council, Oct. 19, 
3 p.m. & 7 p.m., Dupree Theater, Irving 
Arts Center).Based on Cynthia Reid’s 
novel, Vain Glory, and inspired by Michael 
Jackson’s song, Billie Jean, Ritch Mann 
tells the story of an illegitimate son who 
was denied by his superstar father, who 
grows up to become famous himself in 
the music industry and must confront the 
demons of his past.

 ◆ Splat the Cat, A New Musical 
Adventure (Magik Theatre, Oct. 22, 
9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., Carpenter Hall, 
Irving Arts Center) Magik Theatre’s world 
premiere musical follows Splat, The Cat 
on his first day of Cat School. He worries 
about fitting in and making friends.To 
ease his jitters, Splat hides Seymour, his 
pet mouse, inside his lunchbox. Seymour 
escapes and pandemonium ensues 
as Splat’s kitty classmates give chase. 
Just in time, their wise teacher, Mrs. 
Wimpydimple takes charge and everyone 
learns an important new lesson.

 ◆ Our Town by Thornton 
Wilder (MILC, Nov. 1-16, Dupree Theatre, 
Irving Arts Center) Over a century away 
from us, but the message still rings clear 

to the heart of humanity. For over 75 
years now, Thornton Wilder’s gripping 
masterpiece about ordinary people living 
everyday lives has become America’s most 
produced play. Stripped to the bones of 
a bare stage, the actors at Mainstage 
Irving-Las Colinas take your imaginations 
on a soulful journey, whispering to us the 
urgent necessity of living in the here and 
now. Our lives, our loves, our truths… 
Our Town. 

 ◆ All’s Well that Ends Well (University 
Theater Mainstage, Nov. 6-16, Margaret 
Jonsson Theater, University of Dallas) 
Department co-chair, Kyle Lemieux, 
revisits Shakespeare’s problematic 
comedy of war, unrequited love and 
vicious betrayal in the University of Dallas’ 
fall semester’s Mainstage.

 ◆ Nine by Mary Yeston and Arthur 
Kopit (Lyric Stage, Nov. 8-9, Dallas City 
Performance Hall) Accompanied by their 
characteristic full orchestra and original 
score, Lyric stage goes out of Dallas to  
production of Maury Yeston and Arthur 
Kopit’s Nine, based on Fellini’s film 8 ½ 
about an Italian director struggle through 
career, love life and midlife in 1960’s 
Venice.

 ◆ The Eagle With Two Heads by Jean 
Cocteau (University Theater, Dec. 5-7, 
Margaret Jonsson Theater, University 
of Dallas) An intense romantic drama 
in which a secluded Queen and her 
would-be assassin form an unlikely 
alliance against the treacherous political 
underpinnings of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. Directed by Caeli Austin.

 ◆ No Exit by Jean Paul 
Sartre (University Theater, Dec. 5-7, 
Margaret Jonsson Theater, University of 
Dallas) A biting, infernal comedy in which 
three damned souls are forced to confront 
their true identities when they are 
condemned to spend eternity in a surreal 
version of Hell. Directed by Helen Furton.

 ◆ Miss Julie by August Strindberg  
(University Theater, Dec. 5-7, Margaret 
Jonsson Theater, University of Dallas) 
An aggressive, visceral tragedy in which 
the daughter of a Count sleeps with 
her father’s butler and is forced to face 
the harsh reality that actions have 
consequences. Directed by Erin Kleiber.

 ◆ Virtual Reality by Alan  Arkin,  
(University Theater, Dec. 5-7, Margaret 
Jonsson Theater, University of Dallas) A 
hilarious, dark comedy about a technician 
and a gangster playing an improv game. 
Directed by Paul Fojut.

 ◆ Christmas Belles by Jessie Jones, 
Nicholas Hope, Jamie Wooten (Theatre 
Coppell, Dec. 7-23, Theatre Coppell) A 
church Christmas program spins hilariously 
out of control in this Southern farce 
about squabbling sisters, family secrets, 
a surly Santa, a vengeful sheep and a 
reluctant Elvis impersonator. The second 
in a trilogy that started with Theatre 
Coppell’s production of Dearly Beloved, 
it stars the same Futrelle sisters and the 
denizens of Fayro, TX, where the bus stops 
at the BooKoo Bokay flower shop, and 
the Christmas parade’s winning float is 
from Clovis Sanford’s House of Meat. It is a 
loving spoof of life in East Texas.

MISC
 ◆ 31st Annual Ms. Mature Irving 

Pageant (City of Irving, Oct. 4, 7 p.m., 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center) A bevy 
of lovely ladies will compete for the title 
and crown of Ms. Mature Irving 2013 
showcasing singing, dancing, comedy, 

and more.
 ◆ Duck Soup reception (Oct. 16, 5:30 

p.m., gallery, North Lake College) North 
Lake College releases the 34th edition of 
its magazine dedicated to the creative 
expression in literature and the arts 

among its students. Winner of numerous 
laurels from the Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association and the Texas Community 
College Journalism Association, Duck 
Soup continues to exhibit and challenge 
Irving’s developing thinkers.
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Bill Hooten, Agent
400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211
Irving, TX 75039
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24 hours a day should you ever need us. Now you can truly relax and enjoy 
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UA Medicare Supplement  
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• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:
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By Nick Kammerer
Irving citizens did not have to 

drive very far to find quality enter-
tainment last weekend. Hundreds 
of Irving residents and families gath-
ered on Friday and Saturday, Sep. 13 
and 14, for the annual Irving Main 
Street Event, a multi-day celebra-
tion coordinated by the City of Irving 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

The Event has snowballed into 
a popular, exciting attraction for the 
City of Irving, and this year’s festival 
included some large attractions not 
present in earlier celebrations. 

“This year we expanded the 
Irving Main Street Event to a second 
day, introducing an evening of live 
music on Friday before launching 
into the full festival that the com-
munity has come to know and love,” 
Special Events Coordinator for the 
City of Irving Parks and Recreation 
Department, Jasmine Lee, said. 

The Main Street Event was held 
in the Irving Heritage District that 
included parts of Irving Blvd, Main 
Street and Second Street. The annual 
festival featured activities for all ages 
to enjoy, including the newly added 
Wagner’s Carnival where partici-
pants enjoyed challenging shooting 
games, fun houses, opportunities to 
win prizes, a Ferris wheel and other 
traditional carnival games.

Two stages at this year’s festi-
val–the Main stage and Car Show 
stage - promoted a number of well-
known bands and featured perfor-
mances by Fingerprints, Carabali, 
All Funk Radio Show, Vocal Trash, 
LC Rocks, The Texas Bopcats, The 
Sol Witness and Texas Slim. Each 
of the bands represented a variety of 
musical genres including R&B, Rock, 
Pop, Salsa and Funk. 

In addition to bands, a number 
of young, talented musicians show-

cased their musical abilities at this 
year’s Battle of the Bands that was 
held on Friday.

Younger children enjoyed a 
variety of free activities, rides, and 
displays at the Family Fun Zone, 
which featured a Children’s stage 
with music, magic and dance. 

Dozens of local businesses and 
organizations advertised their prod-
ucts on the Main Street Market. The 
vendors showcased crafts, artwork 
and other unique products and 
services. 

Perhaps one of the larger at-
tractions at the Main Street festival 
this year was the Manifolds on Main 
Street Car Show. Hundreds of car 
enthusiasts gathered to observe and 
take pictures of a variety of beautiful 
muscle cars, custom motorcycles 
and classic vehicles manufactured 
before 1972. 

“The two day event was a great 
success, and we are excited to an-
nounce that the 2014 festivities will 
also span across two days,” Lee, said. 
“Join us September 19-20, 2014 for 
music, food, and fun for the entire 
family.”

This year’s festival coincid-
ed with other popular attractions 
throughout the Metroplex including 
Grapefest held on Grapevine, TX’s 
Main Street.

The City of Irving Parks and Rec-
reation Department hosts a number 
of events and festivals throughout the 
year to showcase Irving’s community, 
attractions and heritage. A few events 
planned for the remainder of the year 
include Canal Fest in Las Colinas on 
October 19th, Music on Main Street 
Concert Series on October 26th, 
Holiday in the Heritage at Heritage 
Senior Center on December 6th and 
Holiday Extravaganza in the Irving 
Heritage District on December 7th. 

Main Street Arts Festival offers 
bigger and better attractions

University of Dallas students perform Big Love by Chuck Mee in the University Theater.
/ Courtesy Photo
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