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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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AMBUCS organize 
unprecedented 
charity cookout
By Jess Paniszczyn

If you cook it, they will come. This was the lesson 
learned by the Irving and Mid Cities AMBUCS on New 
Year’s Eve when the clubs decided to host a hamburger 
cookout in the Irving Cares parking lot.

Organized with little time to plan, the event was 
advertised by volunteers to prospective attendees by 
passing out flyers at local libraries, thrift shops, food 
pantries and to people on the street. Facebook, email 
and word of mouth generated the buzz needed to 
find volunteers for the event. With a donation of 200 

By Phil Cerroni
Sitting behind his conference table and wear-

ing a blazer and collared shirt with the top button 
undone, Irving’s Interim City Manager Steve Mc-
Cullough appeared relaxed, emanating the confi-
dence of a man who knows he is good at what he 
does. Seeing him in this setting, it is easy to forget 
it has only been three months since he received a 

phone call from City Councilman Joe Putnam asking 
if he would pick up the role as former City Manager, 
Tommy Gonzalez, prepared to vacate the office on 
Oct. 1, 2013.

McCullough stepped down as Irving’s City 
Manager in 2005 order to try his hand in the private 
sector and wanted to take a crack at owning his own 

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce recently 
joined with 74 other state and local 
business associations from 33 differ-
ent states in filing an amicus brief in 
the U.S. Supreme Court outlining the 
devastating economic effects of the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) greenhouse gas regulations. 

“In issuing these regulations, the 
EPA purports to have the authority 
to regulate six million new facilities, 
including bakeries, multifamily 
dwellings, and office buildings,” said 
Chris Wallace, President/CEO of the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber 
of Commerce. “These regulations 

By Phil Cerroni
Tragedy struck Irving Cares on 

Dec. 28, 2012 when an irate husband 
stabbed his wife to death inside the 
food pantry’s office in downtown 
Irving during an argument that 
started over money she had just 
received there. Not only a shock to 
the community, the murder was a 
wakeup call to Teddie Story, Irving 
Cares’ CEO, that she needed to re-
evaluate the office’s floor-plan in 
order increase her clients’ safety and 
supervision.

“That instance made us re-
alize exactly how vulnerable our 
space configuration made us, and 
it brought to our awareness a lot of 
security issues,” Story said.

In the spring of 2013, she hired 
Irving-based general contractor Mart 

Inc. to beef up the agency’s security, 
and the firm’s resident architect, 
Tom Taylor, conducted a survey and 
identified a number of problems 
with the space, including too many 
entry points, isolated offices and poor 
sightlines.

The human services building on 
S. Nursery Rd., home to Irving’s East 
Library and the Food Stamps Office 
as well as Irving Cares, had potential 
for improvements needed to monitor 
visitors. However, so many busi-
nesses had moved in and out over the 
years, erecting and demolishing walls 
to fit their needs, that the space had 
become a maze of cubicles, offices 
and cramped hallways.

Working through September 
and October, construction crews 

By Phil Cerroni
Everyone loves to eat, especially 

around Christmas and New Years. At 
least that’s what Mike Overby, the 
owner of Irving’s Express Employ-
ment Professionals, counted on for 
the second annual ‘Pay It Forward’ 
(PIF) fundraising campaign from 
Dec. 9-15 that benefitted Irving 
Cares.

PIF followed a simple format. 
Each participating establishment se-
lected a day of the week and donated 
a portion of their profits that day to 
Irving Cares. Express Employment 
continued last year’s approach, do-
nating a certain amount of money 
for each new employee hired during 
that week.

This year PIF raised $3,413 – 
three times what it pulled in last year 
– for Irving Cares’ General Operating 
Fund, that pays for paper and pens, 
case managers and operational ex-
penses. Many donors prefer to give 
to Direct Client Assistance where the 
entire contribution goes to rent and 
utilities assistance or to buy food. 
However, the pantry needs help 
paying its rent and utilities, and its 
employees need to put food on their 
own tables. Not as cathartic as giving 

money specifically for buying food, 
the General Operating Fund is an 
essential part of getting Direct Client 
Assistance to those who need it.

Besides cash donations, drop-
off points at the La Cima Club, Fish 
City Grill and Express Employment 
yielded 213 pounds of food, which 
is enough to feed three families for 
almost a week.

Renovations improve 
food pantry’s safety

See FOOD PANTRY Page 3

See REGULATIONS Page 5

See MANAGER Page 5

Support blankets 
Share the Warmth

Sleep Experts’ 10th annual Share the Warmth Blan-
ket Drive collected more than 6,000 blankets and other 
comfort items for families in need thanks to the generosity 
of the Texas community and a big helping hand from the 
Girl Scouts.

On Dec. 10, Girl Scouts and Sleep Expert volunteers 
worked together to deliver the donated items to The Family 
Place in Dallas and SafePlace in Austin.

The blankets will provide warmth, comfort and hope 
for women and children seeking shelter from abuse, some 
who have fled their homes and left everything behind, ac-
cording to Paige Flink, Executive Director of The Family 

McCullough feels at home 
as city’s Interim City Manager

Halfway through his contract as Interim City Manager, Steve McCullough says he aims to maintain stability as the City 
Council searches for a permanent replacement for Tommy Gonzalez. Even though he is just minding the house, McCullough 
has changed parts of the city’s organizational structure to make it easier to understand. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce 
joins legal challenge to EPA’s regulations

See BLANKETS Page 5 See AMBUCS Page 4

Pay it Forward triples donations

Mike Overby, mastermind behind the 
Pay It Forward fundraising drive, is very 
pleased over the campaign’s success. 
/ Photo by Phil Cerroni

Getting things off to a marvelous start, volunteers serve hamburgers a few of the 
720 alfresco diners who attended the AMBUCS’ impromptu cookout which allowed 
people to ring in the New Year with a hot meal.  / Courtesy photo

See PAY IT FORWARD Page 4

Vote for Families, 
Schools and Children

Vote

Political ad paid for by Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Texas House District 105
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AUSTIN – Two men have been arrested and charged 
in connection with the shooting of a Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department game warden earlier this week.

Eli Stephens, 18, and Dalton Haddix, 21, both from 
Illinois were booked into the Delta County jail in Cooper 
were Stephens has been charged with aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon, a second-degree felony. Haddix 
was charged with failure to report a felony, which is a 
Class A misdemeanor.

The two men, who came to Texas for the holidays, 
were taken into custody by game wardens On Dec. 31 
following an investigation by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department game wardens, Texas Rangers and the Delta 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The charges stem from the Sunday shooting of Game 
Warden Chris Fried, 31, of Cooper. Fried had been off duty 
and bow hunting on the Cooper Wildlife Management 
Area when the incident occurred around 6 p.m.

The warden remains in stable condition in the in-
tensive care unit of Parkland Hospital in Dallas, where 
he underwent surgery early Monday for a gunshot wound 
from a high-powered rifle bullet that entered his upper 
right shoulder and lodged in his chest.

According to investigators, Fried had been sitting in 
a blind on the 14,160-acre wildlife management area – 
the WMA is open for archery-only whitetail deer hunting 
– hoping to take a deer, when he saw a light and heard 
what he believed to be an electronic game call. Thinking 
someone might be illegally hunting on the state property, 
the warden went into law enforcement mode and left his 
stand to investigate.

Moments later, as he walked toward the light, Fried 
was struck by a bullet. The warden yelled, “You shot me!” 
but no one responded or came to his aid. Fried then used 
his cell phone to call for help.

Investigators have determined that the shot came 
from private property adjacent to the WMA. Information 
from a Delta County resident familiar with the area led 
wardens to the two defendants.

Fried is stationed in Delta County. He graduated 
from the TPWD Game Warden Academy in June 2009.

SOURCE: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
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National Blood Drive Month
Jan. 10, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

January can be a difficult month to collect 
donations due to inclement weather and 
seasonal illnesses, and the American Red 
Cross invites those who are eligible to join 
the millions of blood donors across the 
country in helping ensure a stable blood 
supply for patients in need.
People have many different reasons for 
donating blood. Jill Long’s is her late 
husband, Bill, who died from esophageal 
cancer. After his stage 4 diagnosis, he was 
able to survive for three more years, thanks 
in part to the blood transfusions he received. 
Long said she believes “the gift of time” is 
what blood donors really give.

BioWorld (2111 W. Walnut Hill Ln.): 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Baylor Medical Center at Irving (1901 
N. MacArthur Blvd): 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Red Cross encourages eligible donors 
to make an appointment to give during 
National Blood Donor Month by visiting 
redcrossblood.org or calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS.

2nd Annual Get Moving!
Jan. 11, 9 to 11 a.m.

Join your friends, neighbors and UT 
Southwestern heart doctors at Andy Brown 
Community Park East in Coppell (East260 
East Parkway ) for our second Get Moving! 
event where you will hear about an 
important health topic and then take a walk 
with UT Southwestern cardiologist to learn 
how the “heart pros” stay healthy. Blood 
pressure, BMI, and waist circumference 
checks will be provided for free.

Cultural Connections - the Harlem 
Renaissance
Jan. 11 to Feb. 15, 2 to 4 p.m.

Over six Saturday afternoons, students 

age six to 10 will study the artists of the 
Harlem Renaissance and explore their own 
cultural connections by making art using the 
same mediums and methods. This class is 
presented in conjunction with the exhibition 
Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts 
at the Irving Arts Center. $25. Art Lab, Irving 
Arts Center. 

A Visit with Harriet Tubman
Jan. 4, 2:30 p.m.

Embark on a musical journey through 
“General” Tubman’s life as a slave, escapee 
and dynamic leader of the abolition 
movement in pre-Civil War America. Part 
of the Library’s Civil War 150 program, the 
show is at Irving’s Central Library (801 W. 
Irving Blvd.) and appropriate for elementary 
school children and their families.

Jackie Townsell Bear Creek Heritage 
Center Museum Self-Guided Tours
Jan. 11, 1 to 4 p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Bear Creek community in west Irving 
is one of the oldest African-American 
communities in Dallas County established 
by former slaves who began moving into 
the area after emancipation. The three 
museums (3925 Jackson Street) are historic 
treasures. The tours are part of the Library’s 
Civil War 150 program sponsored by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the Gilder Lehrman Institute. For more 
information, call (972) 721-2501.

The Rich Musical Legacy of the Civil War
Jan. 11, 2 p.m.

Irving Chautauqua presents Heritage 
Brass Band of Dallas, the largest historical 
reenactment band in the Southwest, at 
Irving’s Central Library (801 W. Irving Blvd.) 
where they will showcase marches and 
period music from the American Civil War 
era, including music played at the Battle of 
Gettysburg.

2014 Eco-Calendar 
The 2014 Eco-Calendar is available and 
features a different environmental topic with 
eco-tips and class listings for each month. 
Free copies are available at Irving City Hall 
(825 W. Irving Blvd.) and at all public library 
locations. The calendar also is available 

at cityofirving.org/begreen. For more 
information, call (972) 721-2355.

Annual Christmas Tree Roundup
Dec. 26 to Jan. 7

After the flurry of gift giving and turkey 
stuffing, residents will have an opportunity 
to properly dispose of their fresh-cut 
Christmas trees for recycling during Irving’s 
annual Christmas Tree Roundup. Weekly 
brush/bulky waste collection are offered 
the same day as curbside recycling. To find 
out more about curbside recycling and 
weekly brush/bulky waste collection, call 
972-721-2232. Residents may also drop off 
their Christmas trees at these locations Dec. 
24-Jan. 6: Cottonwood Park (4051 N. Story 
Road), Southwest Park (2800 Shady Grove 
Road), Drop-Off Recycling Center (8555 
Home Depot Drive), Hunter Ferrell Landfill 
(220 W. Hunter Ferrell Road
Whether participating at the curbside or 
dropping off, residents must remove all tree 
stands, lights, tinsel, nails and ornaments. 
All plastic bags covering the tree, whether 
placed at the curb or taken to a drop-off 
site, also must be removed. For information 
about the Christmas Tree Roundup or other 
city recycling programs, call 972-721-8059.

Two charged in game warden shooting
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

Food pantry
Continued from Page 1

Debra E Seznik, DDS
and family

2820 N. O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062
972-594-4888
972-594-4839 (fax)
www.mydfwdentist.com

Dr. Debra Seznik has 
been practicing dentistry 

for more 
than 25 
years.  She 
takes the 
time to really 
get to know 

her patients.  Dr. Seznik 
o�ers state-of-the-art 
dental care in a sterile, 
safe, and friendly 
environment where 
patients feel at ease.

Get Acquainted Specials!  Call today!
Comprehensive Exam, 

Radiographs and Cleaning*

Now Only $129

Complimentary 
Dental Implant & 

Denture Consultation
 (A $218.00 Value) 

Complimentary
Second Opinions

including wisdom 
teeth extractions

(A $218.00 Value)

*Cleaning o�er in absence of periodontal disease. 
O�er cannot be used in conjunction with insurance. 

Mention ad to receive o�ers.
Other restrictions may apply. Call for Details.

(A $330.00 value.)

OPEN 
6 DAYS

A WEEK!!

Happenings
Heritage Senior Center

Heritage Senior Center is starting 2014 with  lots of things to do!

■ Heritage Senior Center will begin registration for January classes 
and outings at 10 a.m. Monday, January 6th.  

■ Join the choir for men and women aged 50+ who love to sing.  The 
Heritage Singers sing a variety of show tunes,  standards and favorite 
oldies.  They meet at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month.  

■ Tuesday Night Dances at the Heritage!  This weekly dance from 7 to 
9:30 p.m. every Tuesday is open to those 18 and older.  For $5 you can enjoy 
music, refreshments, and dancing!  Here’s a schedule of the bands: January 
7 – Doc Gibbs;  January 14 – Ronnie Martin; January 21 – Cindy Renee and 
Co.; January 28 – DJ John Costantini; February 4 – Doc Gibbs;  February 11 – 
Gary Lee;  February 18 – High Caliber;  February 25 – DJ John Costantini

■ Fitness Classes!  Enjoy our Fitness Center for $50 a year, you can also 
join for a half-year, 3 months, or one month:  Free weights, weight machines, 
treadmills and ellipticals!  We’ll help you get in shape!  We also have 
classes in Yoga, Tai-Chi, Zumba Gold, Aerobics, Hula, and Hot Hula Fitness!

For information about membership or the programs, contact 
Heritage Senior Center, 200 S. Jefferson St.  (972) 721-2496

Special Events!
■ Intergenerational Crop 

Scrapbooking Event!  
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18 

$20 per one adult and child, 
plus $5 for each additional 

child!
■ Crop Till You Drop 
Scrapbooking Event

11 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25
 $7 a Session, or $10 for both 

sessions; Pre-Registration 
required by Thursday, Jan. 23

■ Valentines Celebration
10:30-1:15 a.m. Friday, Feb. 14, 

Make your own Valentine cards 
and enjoy cookies and music!

Check us out at www.cityofirving.org  under the Parks and Recreation Dept. page, or on Facebook!

ripped out the cubicles near the 
north entrance, where clients filled 
out paperwork. These workstations 
blocked off about half of the case 
managers’ office from the rest of the 
space, and Story was uneasy about 
their consequent remoteness. A large 
window was also installed in each 
office to increase visibility.

“Though they are still physically 
a little bit removed from the rest of 
the case management offices, you can 
see into them,” Story said.

Taylor also wanted to limit the 
number of entry points into the 
suites. One of these, the hallway 
where clients waited for and picked 
up their food, generated both a 
security and logistical nightmare. 
From a standpoint of security, the 
corridor, which was accessible from 
the outside, ran all the way into the 
executive suite. On the logistics side, 
the hallway made the facility’s opera-
tions woefully inefficient. It separated 
Irving Cares’ two warehouse spaces, 
and volunteers had to squeeze boxes 
of food from one to the other through 
a corridor, packed with waiting cli-
ents, that was barely wide enough 
for two people to stand side by side. 

So Taylor demolished the hall-
way, creating one continuous ware-
house running north/south down the 
length of the building. Now, instead 
of entering the office from the north 
side to meet with case managers only 
to exit the building and walk halfway 
around its backside to distribution, 
clients now enter and remain in a 
limited area on the north side. After 
interviews, case managers escort 
clients from their offices to a waiting 
room Taylor designed out of a section 
of the north warehouse. A hallway, 
screened from the waiting area by a 

receptionist’s station, connects the 
waiting room to the outside. When 
their food is ready, clients walk 
around the corner, receive their pack-
age and leave.

“It’s more private. When the cli-
ent gets their food order, it’s out the 
door. The client doesn’t see what they 
got; they don’t contrast and compare 
the orders,” Story said.

Taylor also upgraded the south 
end of the building where donations 
are dropped off. Food that could be 
delivered on pallets had to be unload-
ed and carried in by hand through the 
single door. His crews enlarged it to 
a double door capable of accommo-
dating a fully outfitted pallet. Agen-
cies like the North Texas Food Bank 
(NTFB) can deliver product directly 
to pantries if they can receive it on 
pallets, so staff members from Irving 
Cares no longer have to make two or 
three trips a week to the NTFB facility 
in South Dallas to pick up food.

But Taylor’s simple, efficient 
design still rang up at twice what 
Irving Cares could afford, and it 

took the better part of the summer 
to come up with a way to pay for it. 
After negotiations, the City agreed to 
reduce the pantry’s rent for a year, 
and that money funded the renova-
tion. Taylor also did all the electrical 
work, including moving half a dozen 
industrial freezers to the other side 
of the building and rewiring them, 
at cost.

All in all, Taylor was pleased 
with what they accomplished with 
a little bit of money and a lot of col-
laboration between the City, Irving 
Cares and Mart.

“We did it (the renovations) 
without expensive cameras, dead 
bolts on doors,” Taylor said. “We did 
it in a way that it doesn’t look like Fort 
Knox, but it is definitely more secure 
than it was.”

Youth volunteers from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints use Irving Cares’ 
new double doors to muscle a cart filled with milk into the food pantry’s drop-off area. 
Irving Cares renovated and expanded its warehouse two months ago, improving its 
traffic flow and operational efficiency. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

The Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles (TxDMV) working with the 
Coppell Police Department (CPD), 
will soon begin flagging records of 
those who have a past due balance 
from a red light camera notice. In 
accordance with the Scofflaw Reg-
istration Block Program, if you owe 
money for a citation, the TxDMV will 
place a block on your vehicle regis-
tration, resulting in the inability to 
register your vehicle until all citations 
have been paid in full.

A scofflaw is one who has re-
ceived a notice(s), but has not taken 
action to address the penalty. Redflex 
Traffic Systems, who oversees the 
photo red light enforcement service, 
has identified 6,665 scofflaws as of 
January 2013. These individuals 
owe the city $75 or more, are 91 days 

or more past due on their violation 
notice(s) and their vehicle is regis-
tered with the state of Texas. These 
criteria are sufficient to take action in 
order to establish compliance for the 
unpaid violation notices through the 
use of registration blocks.

An amnesty period has been es-
tablished for those who have unpaid 
civil notices and would like to make 
payment. Dec. 1marks the beginning 
of the amnesty period, which runs 
until the end of the year. Beginning 
Jan. 3, CPD will evaluate the more 
than 8,000 past due violations for 
eligibility to enter the registration 
hold program. Those who are flagged 
will not be able to renew their motor 
vehicle registration until the out-
standing balance is paid in full.

SOURCE City of Coppell

Traffic camera scoffers
facing tougher actions

To the citizens of Irving,
May I suggest than any indi-

vidual or contractor, who wishes to 
submit a proposal for any new con-
struction, re-modeling, or renova-
tion show proof of current registra-
tion with the City of Irving Building 
inspection Department also that you 
have been in business a minimum of 
four years prior to submitting a pro-
posal whether it be Co9mmercial or 
Residential. You also must be able to 
supply at least three local references 
that can be verified. In addition 
should be able to prove they have the 
financial capabilities to complete the 
projects. Absolutely no day-workers 
off the street allowed on any projects.

The above requirements should 
apply to any and all projects which 
may be funded by either Local, State 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Irving Rambler ac-
cepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, 
and opinions.

 If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please email 
them to irving@irvingrambler.
com or mail them to: The Ir-
ving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, 
Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

or Federal Grant Money. These 
requirements should also apply to 
any and all other projects especially 
considered by the City of Irving in 
the Heritage District.

Art Dulgar, a Concerned Busi-
ness Owner

Rick Stopfer, an Irving Council-
man from 1998 to 2012, has been 
appointed to the Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit Board of Directors by the 
Irving City Council. 

Stopfer served as the city’s Dep-
uty Mayor Pro-Tem from 2007 to 
2008 and Mayor Pro-Tem from 2008 
to 2009. He served on a number of 
council committees during that time 
including planning and develop-
ment, public works and legislative 
and communications. He was the 
council liaison to the Dallas Regional 
Mobility Commission, Regional 

Transportation Council, TEX 21 and 
the Trinity River Corridor. 

Active in community service, 
Stopfer was a member of the Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport 
Board. He served six years on the 
Irving Planning and Zoning Board, 
six years on the Irving Flood Control 
District #3, 20 years on the Valley 
Ranch Board of Directors and is a 
past president of the Valley Ranch 
Master Board.

Stopfer, a retired automotive 
consultant, and his wife Melanie have 
been Irving residents since 1988.

Former councilman joins DART
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hamburger patties from Dick Lear, an 
area Sonic franchise owner, all was 
ready for the big day.

On a sunny New Year’s Eve, 
44 volunteers, including Irving fire-
fighters, local politicians, exchange 
students, AMBUCS members and 
people from throughout the com-
munity, fed 720 people with 18 cases 
of hamburger meat, 840 drinks as 
well as an untold quantity of chips, 
cookies and jelly beans. After the first 
200 hamburgers were consumed, 
other community members stepped 
up to donate additional food. In order 
to keep the meals flowing, a nearby 
grocery store was completely bought 
out of bread and drinks.

In addition to the food, 400 
blankets were also given away.

“We decided on Monday to feed 
the homeless,” said Bruce Burns, 
Community Service Coordinator for 
Irving AMBUCS. “From Monday to 
Tuesday, we ended up with 44 people 
who volunteered with no notice. This 
is on New Year’s Eve, to work from 
basically noon till five.

“Where were most people on 
New Year’s Eve? They were getting 
ready for a party. Where were the 
people who really care about this 
city? They were down there cook-
ing. To go from an idea to having 44 
volunteers and feeding 720 people 
was incredible. Everybody was just 
ecstatic.”

Burns was very impressed with 
the tireless efforts of Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne, who cooked for three hours, 
and Rep. Linda Harper-Brown, who 
gave away 250 blankets.

“I was shocked, because I’ve 
worked with (former Dallas mayors) 
Mike Rawlings, Ron Kirk, Annette 
Strauss. I’ve never had a mayor roll 
their sleeves up and get out there and 
work like Beth (Van Duyne) did,” 
Burns said.

Not everyone waiting in the line 
which stretched through the parking 
lot was homeless. Whole families 
stood together anticipating a New 
Year’s treat, while others waited for 
friends and neighbors whose cir-
cumstances would have otherwise 
prevented them from partaking in 
the hot meals.

“For those who served, it meant 
a great deal to us,” said Cliff Bauerle, 
a member of both the Irving and 
Mid Cities AMBUCS. “I think it lifted 
everybody’s spirits at the end of the 
year. We were maybe able to help 
everybody out for just a day or an 
hour, and we could give something 
back to the community, because we 
are so blessed to be able to eat three 
meals a day…

“I think the homeless people, 
needy people and the families who 
came enjoyed the atmosphere and 
had a good meal. It helped them look 
forward to the coming year and hope 
things may be better for everybody.

“We will never duplicate what 
we did with such short notice and the 
feeling of it coming together. From 

now on, it will probably be a little 
better planned. Who knows, it may 
not even be as successful,” he said. “I 
think we found there is a need, and 
if we get out there, people will come 
take advantage of it, and that is what 
we want them to do. We want to 
help those who need a meal. Maybe 
they are not hungry, but maybe they 
don’t have the money to take the kids 
out and buy them burgers the day 
after Christmas. Maybe it just helps 
a little bit.

“There are people out there who 
care. Let’s show it and make this a 
better world to live in.”

Rhonda E. Rangel
Rhonda E. Rangel, age 48, a 

resident of Irving for 10 years, died 
Sunday, December 29, 2013 in Irving. 
Born March 14, 1965 in Junction City, 

K a n s a s ,  s h e 
was the daugh-
ter of Dwight 
Edwin Mhire 
and Katherine 
Flynn Mhire. 
On November 
20, 2005, she 
married Marcus 

Rangel in Las Vegas, Nevada. Rhonda 
was Catholic. Survivors include her 
husband, Marcus of Irving; daughter, 
Chelsea Armentor and husband Chad 
of Lake Charles, Louisiana; daughter, 
Kortney Hooper of Lake Charles, 
Louisiana; step-daughters, Carrie 
Miles of Bedford and Tiffany Copling 
of Gainesville; grandson, Kayne 
Armentor; 3 step-grandchildren; 
mother, Kathy Madill and husband 
Ben of Irving; sister, Cindy Cortez 
and husband Al of Euless; and 2 
nephews, Chase Cortez and Bransen 

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Ron Hurley 
8-16-1934 to 12-20-2013
Diann Sanders Gutierrez
5-17-1967 to 12-22-2013
Chris Simmons
11-21-1946 to 12-23-2013
Dovie Oleta Harnsberger
9-08-1925 to 12-31-2013
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Ruth Mitchell
December 29, 1936 – December 28, 2013
Erma E. Cutler
July 3, 1922 – December 30, 2013
Darlene Pullen
April 19, 1961 – December 30, 2013
Shirley A. Layman
September 10, 1935 – December 30, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Cortez. Visitation was Wednesday, 
January 1, 2014 at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home. Service was 1:00 p.m., 
Thursday, January 2 in the funeral 
home chapel. Burial followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

The fledgling fundraiser began 
in 2012 when Express Employment 
kicked off a week-long hiring drive 
before Christmas. Although it was not 
intended to be a fundraiser, several 
offices around the country decided 
to donate a certain amount of money 
to charity.

“Take the word ‘hiring drive’ 
out of it, and just call it a fundraising 
drive,” Overby said, explaining that a 
fundraising campaign sounds more 
attractive than hiring drive. He chose 
Irving Cares, one of the City’s busiest 
food pantries, as PIF’s beneficiary 
and cut the charity a $1,000 check 
at the end of the week.

In 2013, Overby extended the 
campaign’s scope beyond his temp 
agency and approached restaurants 
as potential participants. He talked 
to friends, sent letters to owners 
and managers and convinced the 
Rambler Newspaper to discount 
advertisements for businesses that 
participated. 

In the end, only five restaurants 
participated, but instead of being 
disappointed by the small response, 

Overby acknowledged that many 
organizations had already allotted 
their holiday charity by that time, 
and it would be unwise to overtax 
their generosity.

Although pleased with PIF’s 
progress, its organizers learned some 
valuable lessons this year and are 
going to start putting the fundraiser 
together earlier this upcoming year, 
marshalling a corps of volunteers to 
visit businesses in person, as well as 
tapping into the extensive networks 
afforded by civic clubs whose mem-
bers have rapport with the individual 
business owners.

“I think that’s what it takes, a 
little one-on-one…,” Overby said.

If he plays his cards right, Over-
by thinks raising $5,000 to $10,000 
is not an unreasonable resolution 
for 2014.

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 

Rep. Harper-Brown 
presents ornament 
designed for Texas 
House Christmas tree 

AUSTIN — To celebrate Christ-
mas at the Texas Capitol, Repre-
sentative Linda Harper-Brown, 
presented the District 105 ornament 
that is displayed on the Lone Star 
Celebration Christmas Tree in the 
House Chamber at the Texas State 
Capitol. 

“I was honored to have such tal-
ented students design and decorate 
the ornament for District 105. They 
did an exceptional job of highlighting 
the prominent and historical aspects 
of Grand Prairie. The ornament 
is both stunning and significant,” 
Harper Brown said. 

Grand Prairie Fine Arts Acad-
emy was asked to decorate the 
District 105 ornament in a way that 
showcases the unique character of 
the community. Students Florencia 
Padilla (12th Grade) and Jacquline 
Sheeley (7th Grade) chose to high-
light the Grand Prairie water tower, 
Uptown Theatre, and the commu-
nity’s rich railroad history. 

The district ornament project 

was initiated in 2009 to give all of 
the unique Texas communities a 
place on the Lone Star Celebration 
Christmas Tree in the Chamber of 
the Texas House of Representatives. 
The ornaments were placed on the 
tree on Dec. 6, and will hang through 
Jan. 2. The story of each ornament is 
displayed in an album in the House 
Chamber so that visitors to the Capi-
tol may learn each ornament’s story. 

SOURCE The office of Representative 

Harper-Brown

Pay It Forward
Continued from Page 1

AMBUCS
Continued from Page 1
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“The Star in the East” 
Illustration by Gustave Dore 

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

HOME REPAIR

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

EMPLOYMENT

Home 
delivery 
carrier 
Needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
	 		willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call	Tammy	Pompa	
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Blankets
Continued from Page 1

Architect,
SunGard Systems Int., 

Irving, TX. 
Translate	 business	 req	 docs	 into	
tech design specs inc testing code. 
BA	degree	in	CS,	ENGR,	or	dir	rel	
field + 5 yrs exp in the position 
offered	or	dir	 rel	 (will	accept	3	or	
4	yr	degree)	req.	Exp	must	inc:	5	
yrs	in	.Net;	C#	ver	3.5	&	4.0;	TFS	
2010	work	items	&	source	control,	
builds,	de-ploys,	user	mgment;	T-
SQL.	Must	know:	SW	dev	life	cycle,	
Microsoft	Windows	7,	Visual	Studio	
2010, team foundation Server 
2010;	HTML,	 Javas-cript,	AJAX,	
ASP.NET,	CSS,	 Silverlight,	 SQL	
Server	2008,	Windows,	Web,	WCF	
Srvs, SQL Server Report Srvs, Unit 
Test,	TDD	concepts.	 	Resume	 to	
J.	Souvenir,	59	Maiden	Ln.,	New	
York,	NY	10038.	No	Headhunters.

Place.
An annual holiday tradition, 

each November, Sleep Experts asks 
the community to donate new and 
gently used blankets, as well as com-
forters, sheets, towels and pillows, at 
55 locations throughout North and 
Central Texas.

This year more than 2,000 Girl 
Scouts participated and earned Share 
the Warmth badges.

Now in its tenth year, Share 
the Warmth has donated more than 
20,000 items for area shelters serv-
ing women and children in crisis and 
is an extension of the Share the Gift 
of Sleep mattress donation program, 
which has donated more than 12,000 
recycled mattress sets to area shelters 
since 2003.

SOURCE: Sleep Experts

company. In December 2006, Mc-
Cullough went into business with 
a friend who had a background in 
investments and put up a sign as a 
consulting firm specializing in pub-
lic/private infrastructure projects. 
Drawing from McCullough’s experi-
ence at the city level and his partner’s 
knowledge of investments proved a 
profitable match, and McCullough 
stayed there, contented, until Put-
nam’s phone call. Of course, he was 
happy to help.

“It is just an opportunity to do 
something for the city that I’ve spent 
so many years working for and trying 
to make as good of an organization as 
I could,” McCullough said.

He settled comfortably into his 
old role, pleased to discover that the 
City’s processes and operations had 
remained virtually unchanged from 
his tenure.

“I know where the bathroom 
is… so I don’t have to go through a 
learning curve,” he said with a grin.

Even though he picked up a 
bill of large projects, including de-
velopment in the Heritage District, 
the Convention Center Hotel and 
Entertainment Center, McCullough 
was not fazed. Irving has always had 
a propensity to tackle large projects, 
he said.

McCullough maintained he 
only wanted to help Irving through 
the transition, not make changes 
that a new City Manager was going 
to reverse.

“I’ve told the council and the 

council agreed that what I need to 
do was stabilize the organization and 
ensure the employees that there’s 
somebody sitting here and… the 
City is going to continue to function, 
that it is going to function well,” Mc-
Cullough said.

That being said, he took it upon 
himself to restructure parts of the 
City’s organizational chart in order 
to make it easier for both employees 
and residents to understand. He 
established a director of informa-
tion services to oversee the City’s 
IT infrastructure and moved the 
police and fire departments from 
under the Municipal Court Director’ 
supervision to the Human Resources 
department. He also resituated 
Code Enforcement, so that it reports 
directly to Public Works Team Direc-
tor, Romero Lopez, instead of Police 
Chief, Larry Boyd. He indicated there 
are more moves to come but declined 
to elaborate on them.

As for continuing as City Man-
ager after the end of his original con-
tract, McCullough said he is happy 
to either go or stay. Although he 
acknowledged that certain members 
of the City Council have approached 
him regarding the possibility of his 
staying on another six months, he 
declined from commenting on the 
council’s deliberations.

“If the circumstances are right 
and it’s something that the council 
wants to do, then I am willing to talk 
about it. I think that I have helped 
the organization…,” McCullough 
said. “But I’m at a stage in life where 
I don’t’ have to do anything.”

Before stepping back into office 
last fall, McCullough put in three 

decades with the City, working his 
way from a post as an administra-
tive assistant in the mid 70s to his 
appointment as City Manager in 
the early 90s, a post which he held 
through 2005. Along the way, he 
became involved with departments 
across the City’s organization as he 
helped move City Hall into its new 
building, crunched budgets for the 
police department and spent many 
years in finance and accounting. 
He also worked closely with the 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
during the heyday of development 
in Las Colinas. McCullough started 
in the manager’s office in 1978, again 
as an administrative assistant, and 
worked his way up through deputy 
and assistant positions until the 1993 
start of his 12 year assignment as City 
Manager.

present an extremely onerous burden 
for any business to bear, but they will 
be particularly devastating for small 
businesses.” 

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce argued in its 
amicus brief that the threat of these 
invasive and intrusive regulations 
produce a “chilling effect” that im-
pacts plans for expanding operations, 
entering into new markets, and de-
veloping new products. The Chamber 
explained that both large and small 
enterprises will understandably hesi-
tate if growth entails the complexities 
and costs of regulatory compliance. 
Those that do decide to grow will 
necessarily pass those costs onto their 
customers. 

The businesses that cannot do 
so will suffer decreased profits in 
the midst of the current economic 
crisis – a setback that can ultimately 
threaten their survival.
SOURCE Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-

ber of Commerce

From left to right: Sowmeeya Dhanasekar, Mihir  Khare, Anokhi 
Priyakant, Swetha Tandri, Oscar Goes, Sanjay, Chandramouli, 
Saniya Agrawal, Mari Taira, Arnav Kashyup, Avani Kashyup. 
/ Photo by Celeste Colmenero.

Fifth graders from Valley Ranch Elementary 
held three performances, last week, of the the holi-
day show Surfin’ Santa, a light-hearted musical that 
samples a variety of styles from Broadway to Reggae, 
written by Emily Crocker and John Higgins. School 
music teacher, Celeste Colmenero, and fifth grade 
teacher, Kathleen Winfrey, led the students, who 
performed for family, faculty and fellow students at 
Valley Ranch Elementary, the Coppell ISD Admin-
istration building and the Omni hotel. 

After winning the sweepstakes and going on a 
tropical vacation, Santa discovers his toy shop has 
been attacked and Christmas is in peril.  But thanks 
to the watchfulness of Mrs. Claus, there is  happy 
ending for the whole North Pole gang and their two 
young friends - Santa gets his vacation and the boys 
and girls get their Christmas. 

SOURCE: Valley Ranch Elementary

Heritage Senior Center celebrates 
10-year anniversary at holiday party

More than 100 seniors helped usher in the holiday season at the Heritage 
Senior Center’s annual Christmas party held Dec. 13. In addition to celebrating 
the holidays, this month also marks the 10-year anniversary of the center’s 
service to the community. 

The festive holiday program featured dance performances, games, lunch 
and a surprise visit from Santa. Performances included dance numbers by The 
Heritage Steppers and the Circle I Square Dance Club. The reigning Ms. Ma-
ture Irving, Virginia Gordon, also was in attendance and addressed the crowd.

SOURCE City of Irving

Valley Ranch Elementary performs Surfin’ Santa

Regulations
Continued from Page 1

Science gets a boost  

The Northrop Grumman Corporation, an Irving-based aerospace and 
defense technology company, officially signed on to become a partner with 
Irving ISD after being involved with the science department for many years. 
The official ceremony took place at the Irving ISD Administration Building 
and included a check presentation for $6,000 to go directly toward science 
materials for high schools. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

Girl Scouts of America team up with the mattress retailer, Sleep Experts, to deliver 
over 20,000 items to the Family Place for distribution at local crisis shelters as part 
of Sleep Experts’ Share the Warmth blanket drive. / Photo courtesy of Sleep Experts

Manager
Continued from Page 1

Company helps children stay warm
Lehigh Hanson, one of the largest construction material companies in 

North America with a location in Irving, donated coats to ChildCareGroup, 
a United Way of Metropolitan Dallas service provider that provides early 
education programs and care for more than 27,000 low- income children 
each year. Several Lehigh Hanson employees delivered coats varying in 
sizes for children ages infant to five years old. 

SOURCE United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

Ready for winter’s cold, Genesis Guittierez tries on her new coat while speaking with 
Tori Mannes, President and CEO of ChildCareGroup.
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throughout the year and our Big An-
nual book sale in June.

Donations of used books in good 
condition are critical to the success of 
the Friends and are welcomed at all 
Library branch locations.

IRvIng InTeRFAITh ClInIC 
As the healthcare debate waged 

across the nation last year, Irving 
Interfaith Clinic (IIC) was busy do-
ing triage on the streets of Irving 
providing comprehensive medical 
and dental care for the uninsured and 
indigent of our city. 

As the stethoscopes on the 
ground, IIC compassionately re-
sponded to the cry of the people for 
transformational care. Care that 
has proven successful in diverting 
patients from the emergency room, 
providing needed treatment, increas-
ing service availability, and saving tax 
payers’ money.

For less than twenty percent 
of the cost to operate the average 
practice, IIC provides primary care, 
specialty care, chronic disease man-
agement, dental care, prescription 
assistance and even a social worker 
to help those who have fallen below 
society’s safety net find the resources 
they need. 

Faith manifests itself in the lives 
before us. Last year healing and hope 
were restored to over 6,000 through 
our physician clinic alone. Men 
received prosthetic limbs and were 
able to return to work. Women like 
Nieves Perez, who came for healing, 
found a mentor, and soon became 
naturalized citizens, because we re-
turned to her not only health – but a 
mindset desperate to invest back into 
the community that had invested in 
her. That is how you change lives; not 
just for the moment, but forever. That 
is how you build community. And we 
are doing it every day.

IRvIng CAReS
What are the three hardest 

words to say? “I was wrong.” “You 
were right.” How about, “I need 
help.” Last year, over 44,000 said, 
“I need help,” and Irving Cares was 
there and was able to meet many of 

the basic needs for low-income Irving 
families. 

We are most pleased our clients 
and supporters say we provide those 
services with dignity and respect. 
Surveys from Food Pantry clients 
stated the items they received in their 
food orders met their nutritional 
needs and were plentiful in quantity 
and variety. A volunteer wrote in an 
online review, “If you donate to Irving 
Cares, you know that your dollars are 

being spent wisely and effectively.” 
The challenge is finding enough 

resources to meet the need. A very 
successful annual gala, a meticulous 
grant writing program and loyal do-
nors and volunteers come together 
in this effort. We were blessed with a 
corporate partner in Sammons Cor-
poration which offered a $100,000 
dollar-for-dollar match in October. 
We are thrilled to report our sup-

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One	block	north	of	Hwy	183	on	Esters	Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114	West	Grauwyler	Rd.	75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday	Worship-	10:45	a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600	N.	Irving	Heights	75061

972.438.1431 
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday	Worship	10:45	a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church
3700	West	Northgate,	75062

972-252-8519					www.northgateumc.org
Worship	Service	8:15	AM	in	the	Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship	Service	10:45	AM	in	the	WAC	

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621	W.	Grauwyler	Rd.

Irving,	TX	75061		972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday	Bible	Classes	9:30	a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10:50	a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Advent	&	Christmas	

Holiday	Worship	Schedule
NEW	YEARS	EVE	–	7:00PM

2620	West	Grauwyler	Rd,	Irving,	TX	75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202	N.	Belt	Line	Rd.,	Irving,	TX	75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday	Bible	Classes	9	a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10	a.m.	and	6	p.m.
Wednesday	Worship	7:30	p.m.

972.790.8606	www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211	W.	Third,	75060

972-253-3531				www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10:30	a.m.

in the Sanctuary
6:30	p.m.	in	the	Fellowship	Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

UNITY CHURCH OF IRVING
210 Virginia St., 

Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &

 Children's Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

Dec. 21

Dec. 28

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik
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Collision Repair &
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972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
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UNITED METHODIST

To place an ad in the
 worship section,

please call 
972-870-1992

Computer Repair Center
HIRING NOW
New/expanding operation 
in NW Dallas County is hiring

300 new employees
• Computer Repair Technicians
• Warehouse/Shipping & Receiving
• Customer Service

$9-$15 per hour
1st and 2nd shifts available

4070 N. Beltline Rd,
Suite 126
Irving, TX 75038

Call now 972-258-4981 X 218… 
or attend Job Fair Jan 9th 
(9 am till noon) at North Lake 
College, North/Coppell campus: 
SE corner of State Highway 121 
and Sandy Lake Road

non-profits continue to improve the community
As the new year begins, it is good to pause and acknowledge the community groups that work in front of and behind the scenes

 to increase the quality of life in Irving. So here are a handful of local service organizations that decided to update the public 
on their progress during 2013 and goals for 2104.

lA BUenA vIDA FoUnDATIon
2013 was a GREAT year for La 

Buena Vida Foundation. We raised 
$80,000 in revenue and touched 
the lives of 370 Irving youth. Our 
commitment to teach Leadership and 
Ethics while empowering students to 
make better decisions for their future 
gives the La Buena Vida Foundation 
and its supporters a lot to be proud 
of this year! 

Looking forward to 2014, we 
expect 300 IISD students to attend 
our second annual Leadership Ethics 
Summit on Jan. 16 and 17, and the 
MOU between La Buena Vida Foun-
dation, the City of Irving and Bear 
Creek Development Corporation has 
been approved for a Youth Housing 
and Youth Leadership Program and 
promises a heavy but rewarding work 
load for all of us!

DFW hUMAne SoCIeTy 
The DFW Humane Society is an 

animal shelter dedicated to giving 
homeless and unwanted pets a sec-
ond chance in life through adoption. 

Since 1967 the DFW Humane 
Society has found new homes for tens 
of thousands of pets in need. At any 
given time, we shelter, feed and care 
for 80 to 100 animals in need, and 
we keep them safe until the perfect 
person comes to take them home. 

Our guardian angel fund is a 
restricted medical fund used to pre-
pare animals for adoption that may 
come to us injured or ill. This fund 
is responsible for saving hundreds 
of pets that may not have survived 
without it. 

Since our move into the Irving 
Animal Care Campus in 2010, the 
DFW Humane Society’s adoption 
rate has significantly increased, al-
lowing us to save more precious lives. 
Approximately 500 animals per year 
are rescued from Irving Animals 
Services and 100 more from other 
shelters. We do not receive any state 
or Federal funding and rely solely on 
caring individuals to carry out our 

mission. Help us to be the voice for 
those who have none.

FRIenDS oF The
 IRvIng PUBlIC lIBRARy

The Friends of the Irving Pub-
lic Library focuses its attention to 
enhance the library’s resources and 
programming. The “Friends” gener-
ate approximately $65,000 per year, 
all of which supports this aspect of 
the Library’s mission. Contribution 
include $25,000 per year in library 
materials, $5,000 to the city wide 
“Big Read”, continuous Job View Ki-
osks, literacy programs, audio books 
and special “Teacher Book Sale” that 
assists educators with classroom 
and summer reading clubs. 3,939 
students participated in the program 
this past summer, alone.

Volunteers do all the work, dedi-
cating over 4,500 hours throughout 
the year, increasing the Friends’ value 
to the library to $100,084. 

How do we do this? We offer a 
First Wednesday Book Sale, exclu-
sively for Friends, as well as book 
sales in all branch library locations 

See NON-PROFITS Page 8

Regino Perla (left) and Arath Paneet put in time over Christmas volunteering at Irving 
Cares’ newly renovated facility. / Photo by Phil Cerroni
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Harry Potter 
fans if you are 
looking for me I 
am at the DFW 
Humane 
Society. Come 
to the cat room 
and look right 
and you will find 
me, MOONY 
McTABISH. I am that adorable looking 4 
month old, small, black female. I was 
rescued from another shelter, and I am 
very lucky to be at this wonderful shelter. 
I am a friendly, loving girl. When you 
come see me I will happily call for you to 
come hold me. Please come see me I 
desperately want a forever home with 
you.

Hi there. My name is Little Girl, and 
I was rescued from another shelter. 
I'm a mature, friendly and easy-
going girl. I had heartworms, but 
I've been treated and I'm ready for 
the next chapter of my life with a 
new loving family. I'm a beagle/ 
pointer mix, so I'm a bundle of fun, 
now that those heartworms are 
gone. However, as a mature girl, 
I'm also good at just napping, or 
cuddling. So if those are qualities 
that you like, and you have room in 
your home, I'm ready. Let's meet.

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Who designed the Statue of 
Liberty?
2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a beaver’s home 
called?
3. LANGUAGE: In the inter-
national phonetic alphabet, 
what word represents the 
letter “Y”?
4. MONEY: What is the basic 

currency of Poland?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What na-
tion is Baffin Island a part of?
6. TELEVISION: Who was 
Steve McGarrett’s nemesis in 
the series “Hawaii Five-O”?
7. HISTORY: Who was the 
first postmaster general ap-
pointed by America’s Conti-
nental Congress?
8. MOVIES: Which two co-
medians starred as friends in 
the movie “Stripes”?
9. MEDICINE: What is tre-
panning?
10. SCIENCE: How fast do 
hummingbirds’ wings move?

Answers
1. Frederic Bartholdi
2. A lodge
3. Yankee
4. Zloty
5. Canada
6. Wo Fat
7. Benjamin Franklin
8. Bill Murray and Harold 
Ramis
9. Cutting a hole in the skull 
to relieve pressure
10. Their wings flap between 
12 and 80 times a second.

• It was noted American 
writer and essayist Flannery 
O’Connor who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: “Truth 
does not change according to our 
ability to stomach it.”

• Even though the human 
brain makes up only 2 percent 
of the body’s mass, it consumes 
20 percent of the body’s calories 
and oxygen.

• The chief translator for 
the European Parliament is 

named Ioannis Ikonomou. He 
is fluent in 32 languages -- and 
still learning.

• During World War I, the 
United States acquired its first 
“war dog.” The pit bull was found 
wandering around Yale Field in 
New Haven, Conn., by soldiers 
in training. On particular soldier, 
Cpl. Robert Conroy, became 
close to the dog and refused 
to leave Stubby behind; when 
Conroy was shipped out, he hid 
the dog on board. 

Stubby served overseas 
for 18 months and saw action 
in 17 battles. On more than one 
occasion he sniffed out surprise 

attacks, saving his regiment. He 
was known for locating wounded 
soldiers on the field, and he even 
once caught a German spy. He 
was the most decorated dog of 
the Great War, and he was pro-
moted to sergeant for his combat 
service -- the only dog to be so 
honored. 

After the war, Sgt. Stubby 
was hailed as a hero; he led pa-
rades and met three presidents. 
He even has his very own brick 
at the World War I Memorial. It 
reads, “Sergeant Stubby, Hero 
Dog of WWI, a Brave Stray.”

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage	Park	Building

215	Main	St.	Downtown	Irving
3rd	Thursday	of	each	month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st	&	3rd	Saturdays	at	8:00	pm	
Senter	Park	East	
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd	&	4th	Fridays	at	8pm

Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st	&	3rd	Tuesdays	at	7:00pm
Community	Bible	Church

2301	Texas	Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second	Tuesday	at	Joe’s	Coffee	Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets	the	first	Tues.	each	month
@	Spring	Creek	BBQ	at	7	p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth	Thurday	of	the	month	

7:30	to	9	PM
Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
			Thursdays	@	11:30	a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd	Thursday,	10am

Irving	Garden	&	Arts	Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH	972-409-9940

Every	Wed.	@	Los	Lupes
In	the	Irving	Mall	

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP	Restaurant
Hwy	635	@	MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First	Christain	Church		
104	W.	Grauwyler	Rd.

Second	Thursday	every	month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays	at	12	pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday	at	7	am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400	N.	O”Connor	Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third	Tues.	each	month	7-9	p.m.

Irving	Garden	&	Arts	Bldg.
For	more	info	call	972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st	Wednesday	at	6:30	P.M.	and	

3rd	Tuesday	at	11:30	a.m.
Meet	at	Googly	Eyes	
2413	W.	Airport	Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st	&	3rd	Saturdays 

972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd	and	4th	Fridays	of	each	month
6:30	-	8:00	p.m.	at	the	Irving	YMCA	(cor-

ner	of	Irving	Blvd.	and	Story	Road)
Free	meal!	Encouraging	meeting!	

Kids	welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday	at	9:30	a.m.

Dwelling	Place
1126	Hilltop	Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post	Meeting	–	1st	Thursday	at	7pm

Ladies’	Auxiliary	-1st	&	3rd

	Wed	at	7pm
Men’s	Auxiliary	–	4th	Wed	at	7pm
Junior	Girls	–	2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375	Belt	Line	Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every	Saturday	@	8:30	a.m.

at	Wonderrful	World	of	Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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porters answered our requests and 
met the match. They made a signifi-
cant investment in the lives of their 
neighbors. When neighbors work as 
a team, everyone benefits. 

IRvIng SChoolS FoUnDATIon 
The Irving Schools Foundation 

(ISF) is a non-profit organization that 
provides scholarships for graduating 
seniors, funding for campus pro-
grams and classroom activities and 
support for college and career readi-
ness programs for the over 35,000 
students and 4,000 teachers in the 
Irving Independent School District. 

Due to the support we received 
from our community partners, ISF 
raised a record number of donations 
in 2013, which enabled us to increase 
our support to the students in our 
District. Our biggest fundraiser, the 
Legacy Gala, raised over $323,000 
this year, which will help support our 
students in STEM related programs. 

Additionally, in 2013, we proud-
ly provided over $187,000 in schol-
arships to graduating high school 
seniors, as well as over $55,000 in 
grants for campus programs. The 
Irving Schools Foundation also 
provided funding support for AVID, 
STEM and Signature Studies pro-
grams amounting to $119,000. 

Our goals for 2014 are to con-
tinue our fundraising success so 
that we can double the amount of 
scholarships that we provide to our 
students, increase the dollar amount 
of campus grants to $100,000 and 
raise over $350,000 for STEM at our 
Legacy Gala.

The lone STAR yoUTh oRCheSTRA: 
CeleBRATIng 15 SeASonS

Based in Irving, the Lone Star 
Youth Orchestra (LSYO) continues 
its celebration of 15 Years serving 
the youth in the Dallas Metroplex! 
The LSYO consists of middle and 
high school students from over fif-
teen Metroplex school districts and 
believes that music education should 
be available to students of all socio-
economic levels. Rehearsals continue 
to prepare the students for two up-
coming concerts featuring music by 
Saint-Saens, Rimsky-Korsakov, and 
Mozart; upcoming concerts will also 
feature scholarship and Concerto 
Competition winners Miguel Guz-
man and Tristan Hipolito!

MAInSTAge IRvIng-lAS ColInAS 
MainStage Irving-Las Colinas 

began its 42nd year in the community 
with the 2013-14 season. During this 
time, the theatre earned the reputa-
tion of an excellent and professional 
organization that delivers qual-
ity productions in the Irving’s Art 
Center’s beautiful Dupree Theater. 
Although directors and designers are 
paid only a modest fee, talent such as 
Michael Serrecchia and Bruce Cole-
man choose to work with MainStage 
as well as established local directors 
like Jill Stephens, Sue Birch, Whee-
lice (Pete) Wilson, Harry Friedman, 
and Dave Schmidt. 

This season also marks the com-
pany’s name change to MainStage 
Irving-Las Colinas from Irving Com-

munity Theater. This season we’re 
“Steppin’ Out” with plays including 
America’s most famous drama, Our 
Town, and the most gorgeously writ-
ten musical we’ve ever presented, 
Phantom. 

For the 2011-12 season, Main-
Stage was honored with 29 nomina-
tions by the Column Awards and 
walked away with 12 including Best 
Play, Best Director and Best Set De-
sign for strait plays and Best Lighting, 
Best Costumes, Best Actor and Best 
Actress for musicals.

MAke-A-WISh noRTh TexAS 
With a goal of granting 550 

wishes by the end of August 2014, 
Make-A-Wish® North Texas gears 
up for their heaviest season, which 
kicks into high gear this spring. 

The average cost of a wish comes 
to $7,700, and the North Texas 
chapter is working hard to fulfill the 
dreams of North Texas children bat-
tling life-threatening illnesses. Each 
Make-A-Wish® chapter is respon-
sible for raising the funds necessary 
to grant the wishes in their territory. 
By getting involved with a Make-A-
Wish North Texas event, you can 
help grant a life-changing wish to 
a child in your community. Adult, 
former wish kids say the experience 
made them feel better socially and 
emotionally, improved their health 
and strength and gave them more 
confidence and the will to pursue 
more challenging life goals. It also 
made them more compassionate 
and philanthropic and even helped 
to save their lives. This is the impact 
of a wish.

RISe ADAPTIve SPoRTS
Irving based RISE Adaptive 

Sports is a charitable organization 
that provides specific programs for 
children and adults, as well as, inte-
grating the participants by establish-
ing role model group activities for all 

ages and levels of physical disability.
In only six years, RISE has 

become the leading recreational 
adaptive sports program in North 
Texas. We are part of the Paralympic 
Division of the United States Olympic 
Committee, “Paralympic Sport Club 
North Texas: a Program of RISE 
Adaptive Sports.” 

RISE has ongoing Free Pro-
grams in partnership with Irving 
Parks and Recreation providing all 
inclusive Recreational Sports for the 
entire community and is continu-
ing and expanding special events 
like Adaptive Skating and the Quad 
Rugby national Tournament.

yMCA
In 2010 your Irving YMCA 

completed a community needs as-
sessment identifying three critical 
areas of opportunity.  From that 
point,  ‘Play & Learn’, offered at the 
Y, IISD Campuses and local libraries 
has prepared children, birth to five, 
in English for success in school while 
empowering parents to play a more 
active role in their child’s education.  
Eight week family wellness programs 
teach parents along with their chil-
dren small steps to change that pro-
mote a healthier, more active fam-
ily. Miracle League provides Special 
Needs children, disproportionately 
impacted by obesity, an opportunity 
to be social and physically active with 

peers. Future Leaders of Irving, 
Youth & Government, and Front 9 
are examples of the Y collaborating 
with key leaders in our community 
to prepare our teenage students for 
success in life.  

Pretesting indicated that less 
than 40 percent of children in the 
program could save themselves in 
a pool.  After our four week Make-
A-Splash offered in 12 apartment 
complexes pools nearly, ninety per-
cent could!  2014 will see a continued 
expansion of these and other key 
programs that help the Irving YMCA 
Strengthen the Foundation of our 
Community.

LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

Elvis Birthday 
Celebration Week

Jan. 10 — 7 - 10 p.m.
Dinner and Show $40

Elvis Gospel Brunch
Jan. 26  — Noon to 3 p.m.

Brunch and Show $30 

 

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

non-profits
Continued from Page 6

Dreaming big, Connor 
O’Brien (10) operates 
a flight simulator at 
Lockheed Martin’s facility 
in Fort Worth during a visit 
with the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation® of North Texas.
/ Photos by John Starkey

Newly recognized Irving 
Schools Foundation 
Fellows, Beth Bowman 
and Gary L. Schepf, add 
their leafs to the Perpetual 
Giving Tree.


