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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan Cardiovascular Center: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

October 6, 2012 50¢RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●
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● medical, surgical,   
 cosmetic and laser   
 procedures

● conveniently located  
 nearby in Baylor   
 Hospital-Irving

● included on all   
 major insurance   
 plans

● get help now —   
 immediate openings  
 available

● tattoo removal   
 available

Dr. Ellen Turner

Lauren Davis, PA-C

New Dermatology O�ce
 Comprehensive Dermatology Services 

214.373.7546
Baylor Hospital - Irving-Medical Office Building 2     

2021 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 435, Irving, TX  75061
www.DermLaserDallas.com

By Raven Stevens
Some say auto racing is one of the 

true American sports, making the men 
who have won in all types of racing 
events American heroes. 

One such hero, John “Johnny” 
Sherman Rutherford III, known to lo-
cals as “Lone Star JR,” calls DFW home. 
He has lived in Fort Worth since 1951. 
Nearly 200 fans, friends, and former 
competitors, traveled from nine differ-
ent states to pay tribute to him on Sep. 
22 at the Racers Reunion Banquet in 
Irving. 

From Lone Star JR’s humble be-

ginnings, first racing in 1959 at a Dal-
las rock quarry known as Devil’s Bowl 
Speedway, he entered into the big time 
in September, 1962, when he began 
racing the Championship Trail. Johnny 
and his buddy, Jim McElreath from 
Arlington, made the trek from Texas 
to the Midwest, chasing the United 
States Automobile Club (USAC) and 
International Motor Contest Associa-
tion (IMCA) circuits in the early 1960s.

Johnny rose quickly in the racing 
world, and racked up wins at tracks 
across the United States in the USAC, 

City budget passes 
without Cowboys 
suite for Chamber
By Amanda Casanova

A last ditch effort to add $410,000 for a Dallas 
Cowboys stadium suite into the City’s budget failed to 
earn enough City Council votes for passage at a meeting 
on Sep. 27.

The Council voted 4-5 for the amendment that would 
have earmarked $410,000 for the Greater Irving-Las Co-
linas Chamber of Commerce to pay for a Cowboys suite.

Council members Rose Cannaday, Mike Gallaway, 
Roy Santoscoy and Dennis Webb voted for the amend-
ment. Mayor Beth Van Duyne,and Council members Joe 
Putnam, Brad LaMorgese, Gerald Farris and Thomas 
Spink voted against.

The money comes from the three-sided billboards 
at the old Texas Stadium site, which generate about 
$600,000 annually through a contract with Clear 
Channel. Of the total revenue, the City receives about 

City gets all shook up 
by three earthquakes
By Alice Canham

The rumblings were felt on Twitter and Facebook, 
if not in your home. Irving experienced three minor 
earthquakes in the past week. 

Two were reported on the evening of Sep. 29 (with 
magnitudes measured at 3.4 and 3.1), and one, measur-
ing 2.1, on Sep. 30.

Irving City Councilman Gerald Faris lives near the 
Hospital District where he felt the tremors.

“I was listening to music in the living room, and for 
once, I was wearing headphones,” said Faris. “Then I 
heard this rumbling that just about knocked me out of 
the couch. I could feel the wall shaking behind me. 

“I immediately headed out the front door with my 
wife because we wanted to survey the skies and see if 

By Alice Canham
Soggy trash – it weighs more 

than dry trash, you know. That 
was part of the day’s lesson for ap-
proximately 300 volunteers who 
participated in the 21st annual Trinity 
Trash Bash on Sep. 29. More than 
200 adults and 66 youth volunteers 
spent a rainy morning donating 900 
volunteer hours while collecting a 

total of 4,540 pounds of trash.
They were joining Keep Irving 

Beautiful to honor National Lands 
Day, the nation’s largest single-day 
volunteering event to focus atten-
tion on the stewardship of public 
lands. Groups were marshaled for 
both ground and water assaults as 
they fanned out across the soccer 

American racing heroes gather 
to celebrate Johnny Rutherford

See RUTHERFORD, Page 9

See CITY BUDGET, Page 3

See EARTHQUAKES, Page 2

Rain fails to stop community cleanup

By Sissy Courtney
The drizzle and threatening rain did not 

scare away gardeners at Coppell Community 
Gardens or those who came out to take the Texas 
Smart Scape Tour hosted by the group Sep. 29. 

Nine local residents allowed visitors to 
roam their yards and learn about plants and 
methods of growing them to promote techniques 
to beautify landscapes through the use of native 
and adaptive drought tolerant plants, which 
provide ecological and environmental benefits. 
A Smart Scape uses less water, fertilizers and 
pesticides while attracting birds, butterflies, 

hummingbirds, and bees. Native plants require 
minimal irrigation and care which saves time, 
money, and water.

Featured homes included a hummingbird 
garden with a zen-like feel, an English cottage 
style garden, a river rock bed garden, a turf-free 
garden, and a bottle loofa tree garden. Home-
owners and garden experts were available to 
speak to visitors and answer questions. Tour go-
ers learned about managing composts and worm 
bins, benefits of solar panels, organic fertilizer, 
mulching and use of rain barrels.

Gardens promote eco-friendly landscaping

Photos by Raven Stevens

Beautiful in any era, 25 vintage race cars are on display for the annual Racers Reunion Banquet.

Paying tribute to fellow racer 
Johnny Rutherford, Al Unser tells 
tales about their racing careers.

Photo by Alice Canham

Ready to set sail, volunteers for the annual Trinity Trash Bash 
prepare to collect trash from the river.

A volunteer at 
Helping Hand 
Community 
Garden waters 
plants she 
transplanted. 
All the food 
raised goes to 
Metrocrest Social 
Services Food 
Bank in Farmers 
Branch which 
serves Coppell 
residents in need.
Photo by Sissy Courtney 

See TRINITY CLEAN-UP, Page 5

See GARDENS, Page 10

Saws buzzed 
as volunteers 
worked to 
rebuild Coppell 
Kid Country, a 
playground in 
Andy Brown 
Park East.
Page 10 
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Helping Hands garden
The tour started at Helping 

Hands Garden next to Town Center. 
The garden swarmed with volunteers 
who harvested, planted, weeded 
and watered plants. As they worked, 
Metrocrest Social Services’ Food 
Pantry in Farmers Branch came by 
and picked up the 106 pounds of food 
harvested that morning. The pickings 
included cucumbers, 35 pounds of 
eggplants, 40 pounds of okra, 25 
pounds of peppers and 3 pounds of 
squash.

“It is transition time between 
summer and winter, so a lot of the 
things have stopped growing,” said 
long-time gardener, Bob Jones, who 
has volunteered at the gardens 11 
years. “We can grow all kinds of food 
during the winter: spinach, chard, 

collards, broccoli and cabbage. We 
have some row cover we can cover it 
if it’s really going to get cold, but most 
of it will take a light freeze without a 
problem.”

Jones said that just recently he 
harvested 80 pounds of sweet pota-
toes he grew in a plot that looked to 
be about four feet by six feet in size. 

“They were all big, round nice 
ones,” Jones said. 

He said conditions had been 
perfect for growing sweet potatoes.

“We had some good spring rains, 
and we got rain in the summer, which 
is pretty unusual. They use a lot of 
water, so they did well. The tempera-
ture didn’t get too awfully hot either.”

The kindergarten class at Lake 
Side Elementary next door to the 
garden had a plot of sweet potatoes 
waiting to be harvested that promised 
at least another 80 pounds of food for 
the Metrocrest Food Pantry.

Volunteers
Diane Lowe, a garden volun-

teer for 12 years, is president of the 
Coppell Community Garden Board, 
which oversees the Helping Hands 
Garden and another one next to the 
post office called Ground Delivery 
Garden. The group also oversees the 
Farmers Market open from 8 a.m. to 
Noon on Saturdays at 793 S. Coppell 
Road in Old Town Coppell.

“We have an environmental edu-
cation committee that’s responsible 
for helping people in the community 
learn more about sustainable and 
eco-friendly gardening practices,” 
Lowe said. 

She said they have about 100 to 

120 volunteers on three committees. 
“At the gardens, we have about 

70 volunteers,” Lowe said. “Saturday 
mornings is our harvest time and 
when we are the busiest. That’s when 
we do our chores: turn compost piles, 
take care of weeding and harvest. 

“It’s all an adopt-a-plot arrange-
ment. Anyone who is interested 
in gardening may help. They un-

derstand that these are donation 
gardens. They sign an agreement to 
adopt a plot, to keep it productive, 
planted, watered, and harvested. We 
encourage them to taste it to make 
sure it’s good, but this is not for peo-
ple who want to grow food for their 
own table. This is for putting food on 
the tables of those less fortunate. It’s 
a labor of love.”

Open 24 Hours
Webcams

Overnight Boarding
Doggie Daycare
Spa & Grooming

Training
Airport Parking

Best of Big D
At DFW Airport        (972) 456-0010         Paradise4PawsDallas.com
DFW Airport Employee Discounts        •       New Client Specials

A PREMIER RESORT FOR CATS AND DOGS

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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It’s not too late 
to volunteer 
By Sissy Courtney

Saws buzzed, drills whirred, 
hammers pounded and shovels 
scraped as community volunteers 
came together this week to rebuild 
Coppell Kid Country, a children’s 
playground in Andy Brown Park 
East. The Kid Country Committee 
coordinated the community effort 
and has raised $465,000 of the 
$500,000 needed for the project.

A sculptor from Tennessee ar-
rived with a large hippopotamus and 
a giant squirrel that will be placed 
in the park when the construction is 
complete. Coppell High School art 
students drew pictures depicting 
nature such as birds, animals, flow-
ers, and fish. A mosaic artist from 
Dallas came each day to oversee the 
many hands that arrived throughout 
the week to turn the drawings into 
mosaic creations.

The mosaics were added to the 
sculptors of the hippo and squirrel. 
Each corner of every tile had to be 
sanded to prevent edges scraping 
children’s arms and legs when they 
finally get to climb the sculptors.

Alerts went out during the week 
asking for more volunteers. The 
group plans to finish the project by 
Sun., Oct. 7. Volunteers and monies 
are still needed, so drop by Kid Coun-
try at 255 Parkway Boulevard if you 
have either to spare this weekend. 

Community works to rebuild Kid Country

gardens
Continued from Page 1

Sweet potatoes

Photos by Sissy Courtney 

Beth Reynolds tells visitors about her worm-raising hobby. 
Every six weeks she has enough castings from the worms to 
make five gallons of liquid fertilizer. Rick Hauser (standing left) 
runs Clean Air, which specializes in feeding people’s lawns with 
the fertilizer from The Worm Farm.

Photos by Sissy Courtney

Long-time gardener Bob 
Jones starts planting a winter 
crop of broccoli at Helping 
Hands Garden. He said that 
sometimes he has to cover 
them to prevent freezing.

“This is for putting food 
on the tables of those 
less fortunate. It’s a labor 
of love.”

 — Diane Lowe


