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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

THE RAMBLER www.RamblerNewspapers.comAugust 10, 2013Page 10 MBLER

YEARSCELEBRATING 1010

YEARS
10
YEARS
10

●  Irving ●

RamblerRamblerRambler
  

October 26, 2013 50¢

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

CANAL FEST

An idea whose time has come once again

By Phil Cerroni
Perched between SH-183 and 

SH-114 and barely visible from either, 
the University of Dallas (UD) often 
finds itself confused with Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas. A part of the 
landscape of North Texas since John 
Carpenter helped carve it into one of 
the area’s only hills, UD took a giant 
step towards getting back onto the 
map when its College of Business 
(COB) received the single largest 
donation in the university’s 57 year 
history. Twelve million dollars were 

donated to the graduate program by 
Satish and Yasmin Gupta, former 
MBA students and founders of SB 
International.

The donation will fund the con-
struction of a state-of-the-art COB 
building, and the graduate program 
was renamed the Satish and Yasmin 
Gupta College of Business. UD hopes 
to use this momentum to raise an 
additional $4 million to renovate the 
administrative building, auditorium, 
lecture hall and science building. 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The weather cooperated and the crowds came 

out as the City of Irving revived Canal Fest along the 
Mandalay Canal in Las Colinas on Oct. 19. 

Families walked along the canal enjoying the 
mild weather and enjoying a variety of cultural 
performances. Children waited in line to have their 
faces painted or to receive balloon animals, while 
more intrepid festival goers floated down the canal 
in paddle boats and gondolas. 

“I think Canal Fest is great,” Lynn Imler said. 
“I’m glad that they brought it back, because this area 
needs to be revitalized with this kind of stuff. I’ve 
lived here all my life, and I know there used to be 

shops down here and restaurants. It was really nice 
until everything left. So I’m glad to see that things 
are coming back down here. There are some new 
restaurants and shops. 

“When I told my kids we were going to go to 
Canal Fest, they said, ‘We have a canal in Irving?’ 
Yeah. There has been no reason for me to have ever 
taken them here, because there was nothing for us 
to do down here. So it is nostalgic. I was telling the 
kids, ‘that used to be the jeweler that made my wed-
ding ring.’ 

“I have good memories down here. I am glad that 
they are trying to bring more things here and do this 

By Jess Paniszczyn
International business and trade 

were the focus of the East Africa 
Chamber of Commerce (EACC) Con-
ference 2013 hosted at the Shera-
ton DFW Airport Hotel Oct. 17-19. 
Throughout the conference, Ameri-
can businessmen and perspective 
investors mingled with ambassadors 
and dignitaries from Kenya, Tan-
zania, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda 
and Southern Sudan as well as with 
members of the local Africa Diaspora 
(immigrants). 

The East African nations are 
interested in increasing trade and 
foreign investment as a means of 

increasing their economies and im-
proving the quality of life for their 
people. Many of the Africa Diaspora 
living here have a vested interest in 
seeing that increase in trade comes 
primarily from American countries. 
Over time, several government of-
ficials have also seen advantages to 
partnering with American investors 
and firms.

“We want to increase trade for 
the East African region,” said Ben-
son Kasue, a Board Trustee of the 
EACC. “A lot of East Africans come 
here because they like the western 
culture. They study here, then they 

By Amanda Casanova
Voters have nine constitutional 

amendments to decide on the Nov. 
5 ballot. 

Since the state Constitution was 
adopted in 1876, Texas voters have 
approved 474 amendments to it, ac-
cording to the Legislative Reference 
Library. 

In a change from past elections, 
voters are now required to have an 
approved form of photo identification 
in order to vote in Texas elections. 
Approved IDs include: Texas drivers 
license, Texas Election Identification 
Certificate, Texas personal identifica-
tion card, Texas concealed handgun 

By Phil Cerroni
Laughing children trotted around Nimitz 

High School’s football field and skipped be-
tween the gym and the cafeteria Oct. 18-19. 
Medals swung from their necks and wide 
smiles brightened their faces. It was, after all, 
the 15th annual Sports Extravaganza, and the 
comfortable weather of early fall was perfect for 
a relaxing field day.

The two day tournament for visually im-

paired students drew athletes from all corners 
of the Metroplex and as far away as El Paso. 
Sponsored, among others, by the Lions Clubs 
International and Region 10 Educational Ser-
vice Center, the competition was designed to 
build confidence and promote healthy lifestyles 
among blind children.

“They’re willing; they’re ready to go try new 
things. We have two students, in particular, who 
I know the parent said the child didn’t want to 
do anything. (After) being introduced to goal-
ball (one of the events the Sports Extravaganza 
hosts)...she’s wanted to go climb rocks; she’s 
wanted to go run; she’s flown out of state to go 

to other sporting competitions, so it (goalball) 
made her more confident and more social,” 
said Vonecia Hines, an orientation and mobility 
specialist for Region 10 and the coordinator for 
this year’s extravaganza.

Even though many sighted children do not 
pursue a healthy, active lifestyle either, Hines 
said blind children lack motivational stimuli 
that sighted children take for granted.

Participation is the goal at sports event for visually impaired children

Texans to vote Nov. 5 
on nine amendments

International business conference 
encourages investment in Africa

Popular local band Bandan Koro African Drum and Dance Ensemble gets the crowd moving at Canal Fest. / Photo by John Starkey

See SPORTS, Page 8

See ELECTION, Page 2

See AFRICA, Page 4
See CANAL FEST, Page 6

See UNIVERSITY, Page 5

UD gets back on the map

Yasmin and Satish Gupta celebrate as the University of Dallas unveils their $12 million 
donation to the College of Business. Satish developed the businesses plan for his 
company, SB International, while a student at UD in the early 1980s. UD renamed the 
College of Business in the Gupta’s honor. / Photo by Phil Cerroni
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ELECTION 2013

license, U.S. military identification 
card with photo, U.S. citizen certifi-
cated with photo, or a passport.

Propositions on the ballot in-
clude:

1: Authorizing the legislature to 
give property tax exemptions to the 
spouses of veterans.

2: Eliminates state requirement 
to have the obsolete State Medical 

n Remember to bring ID to the polls
n	 Make sure the name on your ID 
matches your voter registration card

“They’re willing; they’re ready to go try new things.”
 — Vonecia Hines
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Human Trafficking Meeting
Oct. 28, 7 p.m.

The League of Women Voters will be holding 
their last meeting, at the Irving Central 
Library, before their consensus meeting on 
Nov. 18. Reaching a consensus will put the 
teeth into their ability to lobby on this issue.

 Images that Shape History 
Nov.1, Noon to 1:30 p.m.

John Moore (IHS ‘85) is coming to Dallas 
for a program at the Sixth Floor Museum 
as part of the Ochberg Society for Trauma 
Journalism where journalists share the stage 
with eyewitnesses who gave oral histories 
after tragedy to discuss how original 
accounts have changed over the years. 
Some of the Sixth Floor Museum’s extensive 
archive of oral histories will be featured. 
Panelists will include The Dallas Morning 
News’ David Tarrant interviewing eyewitness 
Bob Miller, who was the paper’s city editor at 
the time. $10.

Treasures and Oddities
Nov. 2, 8:30 a.m. to Noon

The porch and yard of the Irving Heritage 
House (303 South O’Connor) will be covered 
with 200 plus items include crystal ware, 
silver pieces, international gift items, Lenox 
figures, jewelry, miniature Lane cedar 
chest, golf club and bag, plus many holiday 
decorations.  

Monster Bash
Nov 2, 7 p.m.

The La Buena Vida Foundation is having a 
party, and you’re in for a scare! So dress up 
IF you dare and come to the  Las Colinas 
Country Club (4400 N O Connor Rd) for 
food, entertainment, dancing, live and 
silent auctions, cash bar and costume 
contest. Costumes highly encouraged. $125. 
Proceeds support disadvantaged Irving 
students.

Irving Heritage House Tours
Nov. 3, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Docent led tours are available at 3p.m. and 
4p.m. Built in 1912, the Heritage House 
(303 South O’Connor) was designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historical Landmark 

(972) 870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net

The Rambler is Copyrighted 2013

Director  Stacey Starkey 
Publisher  John Starkey
Circulation Manager 214-676-1145 Tammy Pompa

To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 10 Issue 43 is published weekly 
for $35 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RamblerRambler
N E W S P A P E R S

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Rambler

SUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

AD-324 UAI0561 0812

[www.unitedamerican.com]

UA Medicare Supplement  
insurance is like your favorite  

pair of slippers … inviting, 
comfortable, and with no surprises.   

• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:

*For more than [35 consecutive years], United American has earned the [A+ (Superior)] Financial Strength Rating from  
A.M. Best Company (as of [6/12]).  United American Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 

Government or federal Medicare program.  Policies and benefits may vary by state and have some limitations and exclusions.  
Individual Medicare Supplement policy forms [MSA10, MSB10, MSC10, MSD10, MSF10, MSHDF10, MSG10, MSK06, MSL06, 

MSN10, and MC4810 in WI] are available from our Company where state approved.  Some states require these plans be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare due to disability. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent 

representing United American Insurance Company.

KEITH WHITE AGENCY
(972) 579-7874

rkwhite36@gmail.com

Education Board and State Medical 
Education Fund.

3: Extending the tax exemption 
period for storing aircraft parts in 
Texas.

4: Authorizing the legislature to 
give some property tax exemptions 
for residences donated to partially 
disabled veterans or their spouses.

5: Authorizing reverse mortgage 
loans.

6: Creating the State Water 
Implementation Fund (SWIFT) for 
Texas and the State Water Imple-
mentation Revenue Fund for Texas, 
two funds officials say will help fund 
key projects in the state water plan.

7: Giving home-rule municipali-
ties the ability to choose how to fill 
city council vacancies if those posts 
have less than 12 months in the term.

8: Repealing a constitutional 
provision that allowed a hospital dis-
trict to be created in Hidalgo County.

9: Letting the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct expand 
disciplinary actions against a judge or 
justice after a formal hearing.

If you’re a Coppell resident, vot-
ers will be asked to decide on whether 
to reauthorize the half-cent CRDC 
(Coppell Recreation Development 
Corporation) tax. In the past, the 

CRDC tax has generated funding for 
the City’s parks and recreation de-
partment, but voters will decide if the 
tax could pay for other City services. 
If approved, the tax could generate 
more than $7 million.

If the tax is not reauthorized, it 
will sunset in 2018, leaving mainte-
nance on the projects that the tax has 
already funded to be paid by the city’s 
general fund.

If the tax is reauthorized, the 
committee has suggested a number 
of new projects for the revenue, 
including Andrew Brown park rede-
velopment, Cozby library expansion, 
greenspace additions, a fire safety 
education building and park and 
sport amenity developments. All of 
the projects would have to first be 
approved by the City Council.

Already the tax, which was first 
voted on and established in 1996, has 
paid for an aquatic center, Wagon 
Wheel park improvements, a tennis 
center and improvements to the city’s 
hike and bike trail system. 

Extending the CRDC tax will not 
pose a hike in property or sales taxes 
to residents. About 65 percent of the 
tax comes from industrial businesses 
in Coppell, while the remaining 35 
percent comes mostly from visitors 
eating out and shopping in the city. 

Early voting for the Nov. 5 gen-
eral election continues through 
Nov. 1.

Election
Continued from Page 1

MILESTONES

AUSTIN-- The office of Gover-
nor Rick Perry recently announced 
that Texas earned the highest credit 
rating of AAA by the credit-rating 
agency, Standard and Poor’s (S&P). 
An upgrade for Texas, the investment 
grade of AAA translates that the state 
has an extremely strong capacity to 
meet its financial commitments. 

Gov. Perry released the follow-
ing statement in response to the 
upgraded credit rating: 

“S&P’s decision to raise Texas’ 
credit rating to AAA is no accident, 
but further proof that the Texas 
model of conservative fiscal disci-
pline is a key element of our strong 
economy, and a stark contrast to the 
out-of-control spending and rising 
debt ceilings of Washington, D.C. 

In Texas, we adhere to the powerful 
combination of keeping taxes low and 
government spending in check, en-
suring Texas remains the best place 
in the country to live, work, raise a 
family and build a business.” 

Standard and Poor’s calculates 
the financial health of states and 
other entities to determine a state’s 
ability to repay principal, therefore, 
the higher the grade, the lower the 
borrowing cost to taxpayers. 

“The upgraded rating from Stan-
dard and Poor’s is further evidence 
that the Texas model works,” said 
Senator Hancock. “Receiving the 
highest possible rating from S&P is 
a testament to the 83rd legislative 
session where we were able to pass 
a balanced, no-new-taxes state bud-

get while leaving billions unspent 
in the Economic Stabilization Fund 
and prioritizing the needs of public 
schools and transportation and water 
infrastructure.” 
Source: The office of Senator Kelly Hancock 

(Texas Senate District 9) 

Texas receives top credit rating from S&P

Irving Senior Arts Program (ISAP) turns 
19 in January, and over 200 of the group’s 
members and supporters celebrated 
its founder, Kitty Baker’s, 80th birthday 
Mon., Oct. 21, at Sheraton DFW. State 
Representative Linda Harper-Brown 
presented Baker with a birthday greeting 
from Gov. and Mrs. Rick Perry. Baker 
started ISAP in 1995 when she realized 
senior citizens missed area arts events 
due to ticket prices and travel restrictions. 
Since then, her contributions have been 
recognized on local and state levels. She 
was First Runner-up in the Governor’s 
Senior Volunteer Award in 2000; Irving 

Women’s Hall of Fame Award 2002-2003; 
Irving Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of 
the Year (2009) Award; 2012 Exemplary 
Women of Irving. “If I had a crown for 
these awards, my volunteers would be the 
jewels in it,” Baker said. 

Pictured at the party are (top left to 
right) Kitty Baker, Rick Blair, Sean and 
Kishla Mitchell. (Bottom left to right)
Wayne McClellan, Kelli McKinzie, Hector 
and Daisy Guzman, Linda Harper and Bill 
Brown.
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We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist
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MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

By Phil Cerroni
Coppell ISD kicked off its annual 

Red Ribbon Week in association with 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD with 
a breakfast at the Embassy Suites in 
Grapevine on Oct. 21.

Red Ribbon Week commemo-
rates the brutal torture and murder 
of DEA Special Agent Kiki Camarena 
at the hands of the Guadalajara Cartel 
in Mexico City in 1985. Ever since 
then, schools have dedicated a week 
to his memory, wearing red ribbons 
and hosting events in order to show 
visible commitment to a drug-free 
America.

The keynote speaker at the 24th 
Red Ribbon Breakfast was Melissa 
Howard. Now a special education 
teacher in Lewisville, she competed 
professionally in track and field for 
11 years and earned two Olympic 
bronze medals in the 100-meter 
hurdle (2000, 2004).

“I wanted to talk to you guys 
today about my professional career,” 
Howard said. “And since this is Red 
Ribbon Week, (about) some of the 
promises and temptations that came 
up throughout my journey to the 
Olympics.”

A natural runner, Howard domi-
nated the track team at Appalachian 
State, where she attended college. At 
her last meet, shortly before graduat-
ing in 1993, her coach signed her up 
for six events to see how she would 
do. It was a significant accomplish-
ment just to be a competitor in all 
six events, but Howard dominated 
each one.

What should have been a time 
for celebration quickly became her 
first confrontation with the world of 
performance enhancing drugs.

“A few coaches had gotten to-
gether that night prior to the final 
day of the conference meet, and 
they all had a discussion about my 
performance,” she said. “And they 
were just thinking there was no way 
that somebody could compete in all 
those events and run the times that 
I ran without having some type of 
assistance. 

“The accusation was made 
among some of those coaches in 
that conference...that I was on per-
formance enhancing drugs...When 
those accusations were made against 
me, it was the first time anything like 
that had ever been said about me, and 
I kind of started to come down on my-
self about it,” Howard said. “I started 
to think, ‘What are some things I can 
do to make it right, to make them 
think I didn’t do anything wrong. I 
just worked hard at this.’ 

“And then the more I thought 
about it, I was, ‘You know, all I did 
was come out on a daily basis and 
work my behind off. I came to the 
track when no one else was there. I 
stayed when everybody else left. It 
was just hard work and determina-
tion the reason why I was able to be as 
successful as I was in those events.’”

This first challenge strengthened 
Howard’s determination for a contest 
that would span the globe and last 
over a decade.

“So I started to turn it around. 
There’s nothing wrong with me. I just 
went out, and I put in the work,” she 
said. “But is something wrong with 
you if you think that someone would 
have to stoop to such a level to be as 
successful as I was? So I’m starting to 
think that maybe you don’t believe in 
hard work, so what are you teaching 
your athletes to do.”

A long time passed before she 
remembered this impression.

In the end, Howard navigated 
the incident unscathed, and after 
graduation, embarked on the career 
of a professional track and field ath-
lete. The first few years proved very 
difficult. Without sponsorships, the 
word ‘professional’ was somewhat 
relative, as Howard paid for her own 
clothes, shoes and travel to and from 
meets. Development of a strong work 
ethic hardened her against adversity. 

But the constant battle caused 
her to become a bit discouraged, 
Howard said. Many athletes slip into 
desperation, making them easy tar-
gets for unscrupulous characters. Her 
test came at a track and field confer-
ence in 1994 when Trevor Graham, 
the coach for Marion Jones, then the 
fastest woman in the world at the 100 
and 200-meter, wanted Howard to 
join his training group. 

“He made all these promises 
to be the best athlete in the world, 
to come and train with the popular 
training group,” Howard said. “The 
whole time I was talking to coach 
Trevor Graham, there was just some-

thing that was not right about what 
he was saying to me about this.”

She went with a different trainer. 
In 2006, Graham was banned from 
participation in any event under the 
purview of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency for providing PED to his 
athletes including Barry Bonds and 
Marion Jones.

Howard said she learned a valu-
able lesson about where to expect 
temptation to come from.

“All he (Graham) ever said to me 
was, ‘What type of athlete I could be-
come and all these successes I could 
have, but at what cost was that?” she 
asked. “In the case of you guys, your 
temptation can come in the form of 
peer pressure, when someone is pres-
suring you to do something that goes 
past something that you believe in. It 
can come in the form of being in an 
unhealthy relationship…promising 
you things that are unethical and 
going against what you believe in.

“It can also come in the form of 
having low self esteem. If you have 
low self esteem you can do just about 
anything that people tell you and it 
sounds so good to you. And it can also 
come in the form of wanting to fit in 
with the popular group. In my case 
wanting to fit into the popular group 
with Marion Jones. When I look back 
on it, a lot of my temptations too 
came in peer pressure.

“But when I look back at that, 
it made me really strong. It kind of 
toughened me up because the sort 
of things that we’re going through.”

Although her integrity remained 
intact a year after she began, Howard 
felt like she was just treading water. 
Still without sponsorships, she was 
borrowing money from her parents to 
get to meets, and her mother some-
times even woke up early to drive her.

Her break came in 1996 after a 
successful competition in Indonesia. 
Agents began ringing her phone off 
the hook. When the dust settled, 
Howard had an agent and contracts 
with Reebok and Oakley, Inc.

The year 1997 looked even bet-
ter. Favored to take the gold at the 
World Track and Field Champion-
ships, Howard was approached by 
Nike and Adidas for sponsorships 
as well. On the top of her game, her 
integrity intact, she was invulnerable, 
but life still presented hurdles to trip 
her up.

A splitting headache on the 
plane to Athens turned into an emer-
gency root canal after she landed. 
Not fully recovered by the time the 
tournament began, Howard did not 
even make it out of the first round. 
All the contracts except for Reebok 
evaporated.

Despondent, she took the next 
two seasons off to train for the 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney, Austra-
lia. Back in top form, Howard was 
competing at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, NC when she 
fell and severely sprained her ankle. 
With three months till the Olympic 
trials, Howard’s recovery needed all 
the help it could get.

Both her coach and her agent 
suggested going to California for 
two weeks for intensive therapy with 
famous Russian sprint coach, Remi 
Korchemny.

The third day into her rehabilita-
tion, Korchemny offered Howard a 
little yellow pill. He said her recovery 
was not progressing as he hoped 
it would, and this would speed the 
process. Howard recalled thinking 
to herself that she had not known 
him long enough in order to trust 
him enough to receive unnamed pills.

“So guys, what I did, I started to 
think back on those accusation that 
(were) made against me when I was 
in college…and I knew...nothing but 
hard work and determination (were) 
the reason(s) why I was able to be 
as success as I was,” Howard said. 
“Those thoughts just started to come 
through my head, and I never took 
that pill. I remember walking slightly 
behind him once he gave it to me, and 
I just let it drop in the grass.

“I don’t know what it was, but 
something was carrying me through 
my professional journey. And I 
believe it was the people who sur-
rounded me and (gave) me that sense 
of value and that ability to discern 
right from wrong.”

In 2006, Korchemny and every 
one of the athletes Howard trained 
with for those weeks were convicted 
for PED as part of the BALCO scan-
dal, the same one that brought down 
Graham and Jones.

Howard’s integrity did not hold 
her back. She made a complete 
recovery and found herself on her 
way to the Olympics in 2000 where 
she earned the bronze medal in the 
100-meter hurdles.

She competed in the Athens 
Olympics in 2004, again taking the 
bronze in the same event.

“I may not have been the most 
popular athlete at the Olympics, but 
I am one of the most respected be-
cause of my integrity,” Howard said. 
“And guys listen to this: I am the only 
person in this entire world who can 
say I have an Olympics bronze medal 
from the 2000 and 2004 (Olympics).

“So I ask you guys, what (are) 
your positives? If you are ever in a 
situation where someone is making 
unethical proposals to you for what-
ever it is, if it questions who you are 

or it questions your integrity here’s 
what I want you to do. I want you to 
reach back to that one success that 

you had, no matter what it was, what 
did you do....to get here. I want to you 
to find it and I want you to live it out.”

Olympian Melissa Howard opens Red Ribbon Week with talk on athletes’ drug use

Olympic medalist, Melissa Howard, tells 
students form Coppell and Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISDs how she withstood 
performance enhancing drugs during her 
career as a professional track and field 
athlete. / Photo by Phil Cerroni
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David J. Day 
Day, David J., 81, passed away 

on October 02, 2013 in Irving, Texas.  
He was born on February 18, 1932 in 
San Antonio, Texas to William Day 
and Della (Shepard) Day. Mr. Day had 
been a resident of Irving for the past 
50 years, a veteran of the US Army 
and was a retired truck driver for 
Knox Transportation. He is survived 
by his wife, Naomi (Reaves) Day of 
Irving and daughter, Della Rosetta 
Day of Grand Prairie, Texas. Grave-
side services were held on Tuesday, 
October 08, 2013 at the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth National Cemetery.  Funeral 
arrangements conducted under the 
direction of Restland Coppell Chapel.

Raymond “Jack” Gilliland
Raymond “Jack” Gilliland of 

Irving passed away October 22, 2013. 
He was born on September 7, 1920 
in Fletcher, Oklahoma to Wallace L. 
and Effie Gilliland. He was a Church 
of Christ preacher for 54 years. He 

served in the 
US Merchant 
Marines dur-
ing WWII. Jack 
will be remem-
bered as a lov-
ing husband, 
father, grandfa-
ther and great-

grandfather. Preceded in death by his 
parents, brother Troy Gilliland and 
Sister Oleta Sanders. He is survived 
by his wife of 69 years Chris Gilliland 
of Irving. They were just 10 days shy 
of celebrating their 70th wedding an-

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Dee Ann Hausinger
9/25/1964 – 10/20/2013
Gwendolyn Hughes
8/15/1924 – 10/21/2013
Bertie Forrester
4/13/1924 – 10/18/2013
Charles Higgins
12/28/1932 – 10/23/2013

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Odie Graham Fuller  
March 19, 1933 - October 20, 2013
David Eugene Bird
June 21, 1948 - October 19, 2013
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Frederick “Fred” Rey, Jr.
June 7, 1926-October 16, 2013
Maurice Honea
July 26, 1934-October 19, 2013
Clydene Henderson
June 28, 1942-October 21, 2013
Tonya Taylor
May 13, 1974 – October 22, 2013
Norma Wuistinger
October 19, 1923- October 22, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The TraditionOAK GROVE MEMORIAL 

PLOTS
PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Everything you Expect . . . But the Price

1225 E. Irving Blvd., Irving Texas 75060         (972) 438-7900
www.mtcarmelfuneralhomes.com

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

niversary. Also survived by daughter 
Jackie Simmons and husband Doug-
las of Irving; Judy Ryan and husband 
Pete of Santa Fe, Texas; 4 grandsons; 
7 great-grandchildren; 1 great-great-
grandson and sister Juanita Rich of 
Oklahoma. A Memorial service will be 
held at 1:00 P.M. Monday October 28, 
2013 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home chapel with Mark Roberts 
officiating.

go back home, and they want to work 
for western companies. 

“Unfortunately China has taken 
over in Africa, because they are com-
ing and providing opportunities. But 
we don’t believe they are good oppor-
tunities. They flash money, and when 
it is all over, we are probably going to 
end up with a loss. 

“The only way we can counter 
that is if we can find ways to encour-
age American investors to partner 
with us in good investments that are 
developmentally oriented towards 
our entire region. Not just a little 
bit, and then they take the resources 
away. That is how East Africa and the 
third world are going to win. When 
you partner with the people who are 
developmentally conscious and they 
care about social issues as well as 
economic issues. That is a win, win. 

“But when you have a country 
that only cares about the economic is-
sue for themselves, you are not going 
to win,” Kasue said. “You are going to 
be left in the same state of poverty in 
which you were found. 

“When Americans come to East 
Africa to do a road construction 
project, along the way they will be 
involved in developmental projects. 
They will bring water. They will help 
a school or village along the way. They 
will leave the place much better than 
when they arrived. 

“They will build relationships 
with the people as they build that 
highway. They will be socially at-
tached. They have a heart of want-
ing to help not just wanting to make 
money, because they have made 
money. They want to help others and 
make them do better for themselves. 
They also want to encourage people 
to be self sufficient. 

“That is why we are passionate 
about continuing to work with the 
Americans and encouraging stronger 
and better relationships with them 
in regards to trade. Because when 
we trade with the Americans, we are 
left as winners. When we trade with 
the Far East, we are left as losers. We 
don’t win well with them,” he said. 

“During the conference, I have 
been very touched by the presence 
of the Americans. This is the largest 
American presence I have seen at our 
conference. It tells me that the City of 
Irving is a very unique place and they 

are truly a good part of the chamber. 
They have brought more visibility of 
the chamber to their people who have 
worked with the Irving Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“I spoke to the Rotary Club here 
in Irving. That was a very good thing,” 
Kasue said. 

“And to see them here to support 
what we have been talking about is 
very touching. Then to see them dis-
cuss how they can assist or they can 
do business in the region – people 
who don’t understand Africa – and 
they are willing to take a step forward 
and do more business with us; they 
are willing to work with us. That is 
worth noting.” 

Some American business people 
and American companies are reach-
ing out and investing half a world 
away in Africa. But doing business 
in a third world country offers num-
berous challenges not the least of 
which is an uneducated workforce. 
Dale Dawson spoke about why he 
decided to start his first business in 
Africa. Today he is the CEO of Bridg-
e2Rwanda, an organization which 
helps Rwanda’s brightest students 
earn college scholarships in America.

“I think people realize that the 
biggest need there is in East Africa 
and a country like Rwanda is capacity 
talent that has been trained,” Dawson 
said. “There is not enough trained 
talent. When we encourage people to 
come and be an investor, they know 
that part of the challenge is to identify 
people and train them, develop their 
management and other skills. It kind 
of comes with the package. 

“I think most of the people we 
encourage are faith motivated busi-
ness people, who are at a point in 
their lives where they want to give 
back. So the opportunity to come and 
build a business is really to develop 
an opportunity to transform people’s 
lives. 

“They come with the attitude 
that nobody wants to build a business 
that doesn’t make money. They are 
not here to give anything away. They 
are just as committed. But there is a 
reward of building that business that 
has to do with human development 
and human transformation that is 
equally a part of the motivation of the 
entrepreneur or investor. 

“I was an investment banker. I 
left (that profession) when I was 50. 
I wanted something new to create 
some passion in my life,” Dawson 
said. “I met an Anglican bishop who 

encouraged me to help him raise 
some money to build a high school 
for genocidal orphans in Rwanda. I 
was very intrigued by that. 

“His comment to me was educa-
tion is really important, but if Rwanda 
doesn’t have a vibrant economy, busi-
nesses and job opportunities, then 
educating young people – the best 
ones will end up in North America 
or Europe, and our work won’t bear 
any fruit. Your experience is building 
businesses, so why don’t you build a 
business here?

“I had never done anything 
in developing country, so I had no 
experience. What challenged me 
was what kind of business could I 
build, that would really affect a lot of 
people’s lives?

“The first business I was at-
tracted to was micro-finance through 
an organization called Opportunity 
International. The concept is that you 
build a commercial, for profit bank 
with all of the elements of deposits 
and loans, staffing and customer 
services. But when you target your 
loans and your savings to the poorest 
working people in the country, your 
average loan is $300, your average 
savings account is $70,” he said.

“(Through the bank) you are em-
powering literally tens of thousands 
of small entrepreneurial, family busi-
nesses to make more money, so they 
can feed their children, send them to 
school and keep them healthy. 

“By building a commercial bank, 
I was empowering tens of thousands 
of other little entrepreneurs to trans-
form the lives of their families and 
their communities. 

“I like that effect. I understood 
how to build a profitable business. 
I specifically understood banking. 
But the idea that I could create 250 
jobs and more importantly I have 
40,000 small loans to entrepreneurs 
who each probably have six or seven 
dependents. So you start getting a 
ripple effect by building a business 
that transforms a lot of peoples’ 
lives,” Dawson said.

Having traveled to Africa, Irving 
City Councilman Dennis Web has 
a unique insight into how Irving 
businesses can benefit by investing 
in Africa.

“Being able to host this event is 
an opportunity for the City of Irving 
to connect with these countries in 
East Africa to possibly bring business 
to our city,” Webb said. “It showcases 
Irving to these dignitaries from these 

other countries, so they know Irving 
is a good place to come and do busi-
ness. 

“Africa has a lot of natural re-
sources that are just now starting to 
be made available. That is going to 
open up some opportunities for our 
businesses in America to invest. 

“This conference helps expose 
(foreign dignitaries) to the American 
culture and the American way of 
doing things, and it will give them a 
(business) model. I had the privilege 
of going to the city of Itan in Kenya in 
August. I met with the Deputy Gover-
nor and his staff, and they asked me a 
lot of questions about how the City of 
Irving does business. They wanted to 
learn from the City of Irving.

“By doing that, I was able to 
share with them some of the concerns 
I had as a tourist in their country that 
businesses will also have, which they 
need to address. 

“To give you an example, the 
town I went to didn’t even have a 

fire department. But they had a hotel 
that we stayed in that was pretty nice 
and expensive,” Webb said. “I shared 
with the Governor’s staff that it will 
be hard for them to get companies to 
invest millions of dollars in building 
hotels and businesses when there is 
no fire service, because they want to 
know that their investment is going 
to be protected. 

“I have been impressed the most 
by their perseverance. What I mean 
by that is in America we have so many 
opportunities to do business. They 
are limited, so they have to work 
harder, be smarter and give more of 
themselves, because they can’t afford 
to make mistakes. I see a resolve in 
the African people as far as trying 
to increase their opportunities for 
businesses that I don’t quite see here, 
because we have so many opportuni-
ties. We can start a business and if it 
fails today, we can start another one 
tomorrow. There’s not that type of 
opportunity over there.”

Africa
Continued from Page 1
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Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon Wireless 
(Verizon Wireless) is proposing to construct a 90-foot Stealth Style Communications 
Tower. Anticipated lighting application is medium intensity dual red/white strobes. The 
Site location is 1403 South Story Road, Irving, Dallas County, TX 75060 (32-47-
59.741N, 96-58-39.081W). The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Antenna 
Structure Registration (ASR, Form 854) filing number is A0841641. ENVI-RONMENTAL 
EFFECTS: Interested persons may review the application (www.fcc.gov/asr/applica-
tions) by entering the filing number. Environmental concerns may be raised by filing 
a Request for Environmental Review (www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest) and 
online filings are strongly encouraged. The mailing address to file a paper copy is: 
FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20554. HISTORIC PROPERTIES EFFECTS: Public comments 
regarding potential effects on historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from 
the date of this publication to: EBI Consulting, 61133236-EB, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
S., York, PA, 17403, 224-217-3707, eblasius@ebiconsulting.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

Class A CDL driver
Local: 817-246-9535

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 

972-513-2502
for application instructions

HELP 
WANTED

Janitorial 
Services

Servisair is looking for a 
full time GSE Maintenance

Supervisor.  Applicants must
pass a 10 background check
and a 10 panel drug screen.

Prior airport GSE 
experience required.

Please call 972-973-4586

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season as 
they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
- Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 
before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
- Counter stand and poster recognition signifying they are an 
“Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

 

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season 
as they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
■  Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 

before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
■  Counter stand and poster recognition 

signifying they are an “Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

Irving Care Services include: 
■  Financial assistance for rent, mort-
gage, utilities, or prescriptions 
■  A food pantry 
■  An employment services program 
■  Transportation to medical appoint-
ments
■  Information and referral. 

Last year, Irving Cares programs 
served over 44,000 people: 
1 in 5 in our community.

Looking for Caring Restaurants 

For information about becoming a participating restaurant, 
contact Teddie Story at 972-721-9181 x 203 or tstory@irvingcares.org 

on or before 11/15/2013  

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik
ZONING CASE NO. ZC13-0036
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-9517

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE O’CONNOR SQUARE ADDITION 
AND LOCATED AT 2836 N. O’CONNOR ROAD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED 
IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY 
FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N USES, AS AMENDED UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTEN-
DANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, AND 
ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; AND 
GRANTING A VARIANCE TO THE REGULATION IN SECTION 52-49(a)(10) REGARDING THE 
SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN 300 FEET OF A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOL; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; COR-
RECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOT-
ING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE INVALID IF ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR SECTION OF 
THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC13-0037
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-9518

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZON-
ING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON 
A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF SLEEPY HOLLOW NO. 2 
ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 1400 GLENBROOK DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY 
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF 
SAID PROPERTY FROM R-7.5 SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-7.5 USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS RELATIVE TO 
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 
1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMIN-
ING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, on 
October 17, 2013.

BETH VAN DUYNE — MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings — City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson — City Attorney

“This is a very competitive in-
dustry. We’re one of the only Catholic 
liberal arts colleges in the country 
that is actually growing in popula-
tion…but in order for us to do that, 
we have to have the facilities, as 
well as the faculty and the quality 
students. It’s a three-legged stool, 
and right now it’s an unsteady stool,” 
said university president, Tom Keefe, 
referring to UD’s aging buildings.

“Given the nature of education 
nowadays, having one cookie cutter 
sized classroom is no longer suit-
able,” he continued. “In some cases, 
we need more, smaller study space. 
In some cases we need more lecture 
room space. Online is a component 
of what we do, particularly in the 
College of Business, so we need 
technologically sophisticated space 
that we can bring a large number of 
people in at one time, so it’s going to 
be a very interesting building.”

“We’re pretty boxy in the way 
we’re setup (now),” said College of 
Business Dean, Robert Scherer, nod-
ding at the tight, twisting hallway he 
was standing in, “the new building 
will provide us the opportunity to 
have collaborative learning spaces, 
an open feel to build a sense of com-
munity among our faculty, among 
our students and staff as well.”

Satish Gupta came to UD from 
India in 1979. At that time, the uni-
versity was relatively unique in the 
fact that it offered MBA classes at 
night, so he worked in the library 
during the day and attended class in 
the evening. His future wife, Yasmin, 
came to North Texas in 1980, and 
helped pay her way through school by 
working as the Administrative Assis-
tant in the Philosophy Department.

While still enrolled in the COB 

during the early 1980s, Satish devel-
oped the business plan that would 
spawn his multi-national company, 
SB International, which started out 
by shipping metals out of the United 
States to secondary markets. Because 
Satish could not afford a typewriter, 
he gave his handwritten pages to 
Yasmin who typed them up in the 
Philosophy Department after the 
business day ended.

“I’d like to see this new College 
of Business become a monument, 
which will be built on the highest 
ground, I was told, in Dallas. And 
hopefully this will be a big help to 
all the new students coming from all 
around the world because the Uni-
versity of Dallas had a very unique 
program at that time (I was there),” 
Satish said. “It was cutting edge...
It understood...better than other 
schools around the country...the 
importance of international trade.

“I truly believe by giving back to 
the community, we create balance 
in life because it is very easy to get 
one single direction that you keep 
doing your business (and nothing 

else). I’m hoping my story...will 
inspire and motivate people from 
around the world to give back, but 
more importantly, it sets an example. 
A person coming from a different 
faith, from a different background, a 
different culture, a different country 
can come here to the University of 
Dallas or come here to this country 
and succeed.”

After the presentation, Keefe 
stressed that the strong focus the 
administration has placed on the 
business school in recent months 
does not threaten UD’s ethos but, on 
the contrary, complements the mis-
sion of a modern, Catholic university.

“Bishop Thomas Gorman, when 
he founded the university in 1956, 
called upon the university to serve the 
Catholics of North Texas. We can do 
that in a number of ways, but under-
graduate curriculum is not the only 
way we can do that. We have four 
colleges that are rich in tradition and 
rich in academic expertise,” Keefe 
said, referring to the various graduate 
programs as well as the seminary and 
Dominican priory on campus. 

“When one thinks of the Univer-
sity of Dallas, one certainly thinks of 
Constantin Undergraduate College 
first. That was our first college, and it 
was also probably our most celebrat-
ed college. We are very, very proud 
of that, but a university consists of 
multiple colleges. We are not a col-
lege; we are a university. Constantin 
College is a source of immense pride 
for us, but we’re proud of the other 

features we have.
“The College of Business is 

more than just a revenue source; 
(it) is a pride of the university. We 
have 30,000 alums, 20,000 gradu-
ated from the graduate College of 
Business; 10,000 graduated from 
Constantin College. It’s important 
to remember there is a balance...One 
does not diminish the other. One 
enriches the other,” he said.

The foyer in the Braniff Graduate was so full that some students were forced to retire to 
the second-floor balcony in order to get a view of the presentation. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

University
Continued from Page 1
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd

Irving, TX 75061
Sunday Worship 9:00am

Children’s Sunday School  9:00am
Adult Sunday School  10:30am

Pastor Bradley Carroll
972-790-2121   www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

UNITED METHODIST

UNITED METHODIST

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!

Las Colinas Pharmacy
(972) 580-1814

6420 N MacArthur Blvd #100, 
Irving, TX 75039

Bill Hooten Insurance
(972) 409-9940

400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211,
Irving TX, 75039

Rambler Newspapers
(972) 870-1992

627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING
ORDERS

NOW ACCEPTING
ORDERS

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!
LasColinas Pharmacy

(972) 580-1814 
4835 O Connor Ridge Blvd.  

Irving, TX 75062
Bill Hooten Insurance

(972) 409-9940
400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211, 

Irving TX, 75039
Irving Rambler

(972) 870-1992
627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

November is 
GRAPEFRUIT month

November is 
GRAPEFRUIT month

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

again. I am really happy to see how 
many people came out.” 

At street level, the primary at-
traction was the music. Throughout 
the day, the Bud Light Main Stage 
was graced by phenomenal headlin-
ers, namely BlacktopGYPSY, Emer-
ald City Band and Steel Magnolia.

“We’re having a great time,” 
Pam Phillips said between bands. 
“The best part is the band, Emerald 
City, the dancing, the sunshine. 

“Finally, the City is bringing this 
back. I haven’t seen this in 20 or 30 
years. It is nice to see everybody in Ir-
ving out. It is so diverse and so much 
fun. Everybody gets along. It’s great. 

“I think it is really important that 
they develop the canal. They never 
have, and I don’t understand. It just 
sort of stopped. It has a lot of poten-
tial. I wish they would develop it.”

Visiting from Grand Prairie, 
Reggie Hill and his wife say Irving’s 
canal holds special significance for 

them. 
“My wife wanted to come out,” 

Hill said. “We actually had our first 
date here at the canal 25 years ago.

“The best part for me has been 
the music and the band. I haven’t had 
a chance to check everything else out, 
but it has been terrific so far. You’ve 
got a lot of culture here and a very 
diverse culture that everybody can 
enjoy, so I think this is something 

everybody would really have a great 
time at.”

“I am loving Canal Fest,” Jon 
Kerr said. “I am having a marvel-
ous time. The music has been great, 
and the parking is close by. I can’t 
complain. 

“We got here late, so all we have 
seen is Emerald City Band, but they 
were unbelievable and of course all 
the dog costumes.”

Final Four
Continued from Page 1

By Angela Timmons-Hanselka
The state of Texas is as diverse as 

it is wide, and there’s at least one man 
Texans have counted on to capture 
images from every corner of the state. 

That man is Wyman Meinzer, 
the career photographer the Texas 
Legislature and then-Gov. George 
W. Bush named The Official State 
Photographer in 1997. Meinzer was 
chasing tornadoes in the panhandle 
when he got the call from Austin 
asking him to be at the state capitol 
in two days to receive an award he 
hadn’t known existed. 

“I said, ‘Well, alright,’” Meinzer 
told a crowd assembled at the Dallas 
Institute of Humanities and Culture 
on Wednesday, Oct. 23. “I drove 
down and put my suit on in the park-
ing lot.”

This story is just one of many 
Meinzer shared at the Dallas Insti-
tute, where he showcased “Wyman 
Meinzer: Evolution of a Texas Writer 
& Photographer.”

Meinzer, a West Texas boy who 
grew up on League Ranch – where 
his father was an “old time cowboy” 
– never studied to be a photographer. 
In fact, he graduated with a degree 
in Wildlife Management from Texas 
Tech in 1974 and spent the next three 
years living alone on isolated ranch-
land. During those three years, he 
hunted and sold pelts for a living, as 
he studied the nature, species and 
color that surrounded him – and 
began taking photos. 

“It was a real leap of faith,” 
Meinzer said of his photography. “I 

was trained as a biologist.”
After being rejected from Texas 

Parks & Wildlife – a rejection let-
ter he’s kept to this day – Meinzer 
caught a break in 1979 when National 
Wildlife Magazine ran his photo of a 
roadrunner with a lizard in its mouth. 
From that point on, Meinzer began 
shooting for the nation’s most-recog-
nized nature and wildlife magazines 
during the 80s and 90s – two decades 
he calls “the cowboy years.”

In the early years, Meinzer 
photographed mostly wildlife, then 
evolved into landscape photogra-
phy, finding everything he could 
that defined the state of Texas. He 
gained a reputation as the man who 
had visited every corner of the state, 
and while he did, the accolades rolled 
in: everything from Outstanding 
Texas Tech Alumnus to Official State 
Photographer. In 2000, Texas Tech 
asked him to return to campus as an 
adjunct professor of photography.

“I love to inspire people, and I 
think, to some extent, I think I in-
spired a few of them,” Meinzer said 
of the students he taught for 12 years.

The young West Texas boy, who 
got his first camera at age 12 and car-
ried it around in his saddlebag, is now 
a West Texas man who still feels most 
inspired in the vast western expanse 
of the state. He lives in Benjamin with 
his wife Sylinda and credits West 
Texas for his career.

“It’s influenced every aspect 
of it,” Meinzer said in a pre-event 
interview. “I was raised on a ranch 
and learned a good work ethic…you 

have to speak the language of those 
people, and dealing with cowboys, 
it’s helped.”

The few shots of people you’ll see 
among his catalog are exactly those 
people – cowboys and cowgirls with 
chiseled faces, just like the ones he 
grew up with on the ranch.

Out in Benjamin, which lies 
roughly between Wichita Falls and 
Lubbock on West State Highway 114/
US-82 W, Meinzer says he still finds 
inspiration in and around the town 
where he graduated high school back 
in the 1960s. 

“It has all the elements that de-
fine what we call the ‘big empty’ – the 
source of the energy that keeps me 
going,” he said.

While he now only occasionally 
shoots for magazines, Meinzer has 
written 24 large-format books that 
document his journeys across Texas 
and even into the wilds of Wyoming. 
His presentation Wednesday night 
showcased some of those special 
photos: the tornadoes, the horses of 
Wyoming, and even the absurdities 
he’s stumbled upon, like a mountain-
top cave in New Mexico where he 
found a pile of skeletons. 

The folks assembled at the Dal-
las Institute Wednesday night ap-
proached Meinzer with questions 
that ranged from what inspires him 
most to what his thoughts are on 
preserving the state’s wildlife and 
natural habitats. 

“As a non-native, I am fascinated 
by this state,” said Dr. Larry Allums, 
the Institute’s Executive Director. “I 

want to do what Wyman Meinzer’s 
done and visit every corner of this 
state.” 

Allums, who hails from Ala-
bama, said Meinzer is what he thinks 
of when he thinks of Texas.

“We have all seen Wyman 
Meinzer whether we knew it was 
his work we were looking at or not,” 
Allums said.

Meredith Wilson, a 2004 Texas 
Tech graduate who studied Agricul-
tural Communications, said she’s 
been a fan for 12 years.

“I remember seeing his books in 
the university bookstore,” said the Ft. 
Worth native, who drove to Dallas for 

the event from her new home, Katy. “I 
remember looking at those books and 
thinking he was amazing. I think he 
does a great job capturing agriculture 
and Texas.”

And what does the Official State 
Photographer think of shooting in the 
vast urban area that is Dallas-Fort 
Worth? 

“Well, I did some shooting in 
Dallas – covered some of the Trin-
ity River bottom – but I would 
rather be in more remote regions,” 
he chuckled.

For more on Meinzer’s work and 
current and upcoming projects, visit 
http://www.wymanmeinzer.com/. 

Official State Photographer shares story, passion

Wyman Meinzer, Texas’ official State Photographer, told guests at the Dallas Institute of 
Humanities and Culture how a cowboy, trained as a biologist, became a photographer. 
/ Photo by Angela Timmons-Hanselka

Steel Magnolia, winner’s of CMT’s television show Can you Duet, provides entertainment 
at Canal Fest. / Photo by John Starkey
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CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi. My name is Dirk. I was rescued 
from another shelter. When you 
meet me, you will definitely notice 
the Terrier traits. My coat would 
indicate some Jack Russell 
characteristics, but I'm probably 
going to be larger than that. While 
no dog is allergy free, the wiry coat 
would indicate that I'm hypoaller-
genic, and tend to shed less. You 
should know, I'm all puppy. I love 
new toys, and new people. I'm a 
very outgoing, friendly, energetic 
boy. I love everyone, so let's meet!

If you’re 
looking for a 
big girl with 
unique mark-
ings, I am the 
girl for you. My 
name is Inky, 
because of my 
cool ink-blot 
markings on 
my face and 
body. I am a 
large, 2-year-old spayed femaler. I was 
brought here because my owner moved. I 
am good with other cats and kids. I look 
forward to a time soon when I can have 
another forever home where my charm 
can shine through. Please come on by and 
let's get acquainted.

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 
the Levantine Basin found?
2. ART: Who created the 
work titled “Twittering Ma-
chine”?
3. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Greek word “dactyl” 
mean?
4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: How long is a giraffe’s 
tongue, on average?

5. THEATER: Actor Richard 
Burbage was closely asso-
ciated with which famous 
playwright?
6. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the book “Where the Wild 
Things Are”?
7. TELEVISION: Who played 
the lead female character in 
“The Bionic Woman”?
8. MEDICAL: What is the 
common name for “tinea 
pedis”?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What does a lepidopterist 
study?
10. MEASUREMENTS: How 

much champagne does a 
magnum hold?

Answers
1. Mediterranean Sea
2. Paul Klee
3. Finger
4. 18 inches
5. Shakespeare
6. Maurice Sendak
7. Lindsay Wagner
8. Athlete’s foot
9. Butterflies or moths
10. Two standard bottles

• It was British author 
George Bernard Shaw who 
made the following sage obser-
vation: “If all the economists 
were laid end to end, they’d 
never reach a conclusion.”

• If you’re planning a trip 
to Hollywood next summer, 
you might want to make a stop 
at the Hollywood Forever Cem-
etery. Not only can you visit the 
graves of such stars as Rudolph 
Valentino, Jayne Mansfield 

and Douglas Fairbanks (both 
Sr. and Jr.), but in the summer 
you also can picnic there while 
watching classic movies.

• You may have heard that 
painting your kitchen red or 
yellow can help stimulate your 
appetite, while painting it blue 
can help suppress it. The kitch-
en isn’t the only living area in 
which color research has been 
done, though; those who study 
such things say that those who 
sleep in yellow bedrooms get 
an average of 7.7 hours of sleep 
per night, while those in purple 
bedrooms sleep only 5.9 hours 
per night on average.

• Penn Jillette, of the magic 
team of Penn and Teller, has a 
son named Zolten Penn Jillette 
and a daughter named Moxie 
CrimeFighter Jillette.

• Those of you who are 
pregnant might want to take 
note of some old superstitions: 
It was once thought that hiding 
a knife under the mattress of a 
laboring woman would cut the 
birth pains. Also, unlocking all 
the doors in the house and ty-
ing knots in the curtains were 
believed to guarantee an easy 
delivery. (Just don’t try these 
in the hospital.)
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Halloween photos taken!

$6 
includes 
a 5X7 plus 
a digital copy

October 26th 
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

P 972.800.3894
F 972.584.0225

RDuggan@InsphereIS.com
www.InsphereIS.com/RDuggan

Serving DFW and surrounding areas
Rayna Duggan

Licensed Insurance Agent

$5
 plus tax
Large pizza

 

PIZZA KING
1711 West Irving Blvd., Behind the PLS

Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
972-253-3333

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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12Above & Beyond Center for Children

503 East 6th Street • Irving • (972) 870-9282

NOW OPEN IN IRVING!
Loving Environment...

Great Curriculum...
Caring Teachers...

Fun Surroundings...
Now enrolling! Call Today!

Enroll by October 31st and Get 50% off Registration!

Before- and After-School Care ● Drop-In Rate

 

COIN SHOP
ICS — Irving Coin Shop

Buying & Selling Coins and Currency
Located at 135 Antiques Mall

1800 N. Story Rd. 972-986-0135
Robert Cell: 214-725-4229

Shop Hours — 12-3 7 Days a Week

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Octoberfest with Elvis
Oct. 26 —  7-11 PM

$40 per person

Trick or Treat 
on Main Street 

Saturday Oct. 26 — Noon - 4 PM 
for ages 3 to 3rd Grade

Plan your holiday catering now: 
Order your Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner for pickup. 

10 person minimum

Host your holiday party at Glory House 
or order catering to your home or business 

By Brian Ahern
The city of Coppell hosted Oak 

Fest on Sat., Oct. 19. The annual 
event, held every October, celebrates 
the spirit and community of Coppell 
as represented by the city’s favorite 
tree, the oak. It featured numerous 
vendors and performances from 
bands and other live acts, as well 
as bounce houses and activities for 
children. Among the performers 
were Texas bands Maiden Texas 
and DownTown Fever, as well as 
Professor Brainius, a science-based 
show for children, and the Side Street 
Circus, a group of jugglers, magicians 
and polka musicians.

Although Oak Fest has little do 
with oak trees directly, the name 
comes from Coppell’s logo, which 
features a wreath of oak leaves, “rep-
resenting the city’s most prominent 
trees, longevity, and additionally, the 
oak wood used to build the railroad 
ties that put Coppell on the map,” 
according to the city’s website. The 
festival is Coppell’s alternative to 
Oktoberfest and is very much di-
rected towards families with small 
children. The event has occurred 
annually for eight years, drawing 
in 10,000 to 12,000 people every 
year, according to Sheri Freestone, a 
programs manager for Coppell Parks 
and Recreation.

Freestone was raised in Cop-
pell and tries to do what she can to 
help the city she loves. “We’re very 
community-based. We care a lot 
about our citizens in general. It’s not 
about making money for us, or bring-
ing in the best businesses. It’s about 

actual citizens that live right here in 
the city,” she said. Coppell Parks and 
Recreation hosts numerous other 
events throughout the year including 
a Christmas lights parade, an Easter 
egg hunt and an Earth festival. Oak 
Fest, however, remains one of the 
most popular events in the city and 
draws one of the biggest crowds.

Other citizens in attendance 
gave high praise for Coppell’s quality 
of life and sense of community. Jim 
Baird is a captain in the Coppell Fire 
Department and was on call to attend 
to potential medical emergencies at 
the event. Baird moved his family to 
Coppell from Dallas a few years ago 
and is very satisfied with the commu-
nity. “It’s definitely where you want 
to raise your family,” he said. “From 
the fire service side or the police side 
you could have some more action, 
you know, but from living here as 
a parent and as a citizen, you can’t 
beat it. You’ve got all the stuff you 
need to raise small kids, and you’re 
safe. And it’s small enough that you 
know enough people that live on all 
different sides of town.” 

Several of the vendors at the 
festival were political organizations 
and figures, including the Coppell 
Republican Club and Texas State 
Representative Bennett Ratliff.

Lisa Titensor is the Vice Presi-
dent of Hospitality with the Coppell 
Republican Club and a longtime 
resident of the city. She values the 
intimacy of Coppell’s community 
and location. “(Coppell) feel(s) like 
a small community, but you’re sur-
rounded by freeways, so you can get 

anywhere you want. This feels like a 
small city, and not just an extension 
of Dallas,” she said. 

“(I) love it because it’s very 
conservative (with) lots of differ-
ent churches, and a very religious 
neighborhood, which is great. Fine 
morals, high standards…this is like 
the Americana of the past.”

“They (blind children) don’t 
get to see the kids out there running 
on the track. They don’t get to see a 
football game,” she said. “They don’t 
get to see those events, and so with 
those taken away you have to get 
them engaged in the sport. Then they 
(decide), ‘Oh I like that because I’m 
actually doing it,’ so we actually have 
to do it to promote it versus ‘I saw it 
and I like it.’”

This need to do has been met 
over the years by the development 
of sports tailored to the strengths 
of blind children, relying on keen 
hearing instead of eyesight, while 
still placing an emphasis on strength 
and dexterity. Two popular sports are 
goalball and beep baseball.

Goalball is played on a court 
(roughly the size of a basketball 
court), where the offensive teams of 
three players attempt to roll a ball 
past the other team and across their 
goal line. The ball has bells inside of 
it, and the defensive team listens to 
locate the ball and tries to block it.

Beep baseball is played with 
two bases (first and third) and an 
oversized softball, all of which emit 
a beeping tone. The batter must hit 
the ball based solely on their hearing 
(they used tees at the Sports Extrava-
ganza). Once the player makes a hit, 
either first or third base is activated 
and will begin to make noise. The 
batter must touch the base before the 
fielders recover the ball.

Although blind children do ap-
preciate the level of activity they get 
through modified sports, they think 
about it in the same way sighted 
children do about football and soccer: 
they are playing sports, not going to 
therapy.

“(It is) more of a recreation to 
me, because I don’t’ think of sports 
as having to do them to get exercise. 
I think of them as a fun activity that 
you get to do, other than things that 
you actually have to do,” said 11-year-
old, Paulina Diaz.

When she started playing goal-
ball at the age of six, Diaz experience 
the same feelings many of us had on 
our first day of mini kicks.

“(I was) half really excited be-
cause I was going to have an oppor-
tunity to play a sport and half kind 

of nervous because it was going to 
be something new to me,” Diaz said. 
“And then I heard about the rules, 
and it seemed kind of impossible. 
But it was mostly exciting, because 
I finally got an opportunity to play 
a sport.

“Five or six years later, (it’s) all 
kind of come together, and when my 
mind thinks goalball, it thinks no big 
deal. It’s just a ball coming toward 
you, and you have to block it just like 
you would in soccer.”

At the Texas School for the 
Blind, Garion Moss spends four eve-
nings a week at wrestling and track 
practice depending on the season.

“It really helps with stress and 
anger sometimes, and it’s very relax-
ing and helps get you healthy, instead 
of sitting around all the time. Blind 
people can tend to sit around a lot, 
because they don’t think they can do 
anything,” Moss said. “But sports give 
them a chance to do something and 
be a part of a team and win medals 

and get appreciated by people and 
recognized by the community as a 
blind or visually impaired athlete.”

Sports
Continued from Page 1

Mikkah Margrave nears the finish line in the 400 meter sprint at the Sports Extravaganza, 
a two-day sporting event for blind athletes held at Nimitz High School from Oct. 18-19. 
Gabriel Garcia runs beside Mikkah to help her stay in the lane. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Emily Guerra and volunteer, Anthony 
Medrano, adjust the tether that will keep 
them in the lanes during the 400 meter 
spring. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Oak Fest commemorates Americana


