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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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By Phil Cerroni
The debate over healthcare 

reform is sharply focused on its 
advantages and disadvantages for 
private individuals. Although these 
are significant, the effect that the 
rollout of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) will have 
on employers is equally great.

“Go tell your wife, ‘I just got cut 
back to part-time.’ That’s a potential 
impact, but if that doesn’t happen, 
then maybe he goes home and says, 
‘I’m getting offered health insurance 
for the first time,’” said Derek Noble, 
a broker with Roach Howard Smith 
& Barton, an independent insurance 
brokerage firm in Dallas.

Under the ACA, Individuals 
earning up to 400 percent of the 
poverty line are eligible for federally 
subsidized insurance policies on the 
individual marketplace, and Ameri-
cans who formerly did not qualify for 
insurance due to pre-existing condi-
tions now have access. However, the 
population at large will face increased 

premiums due to taxes placed on 
health insurance companies.

“Costs have to respond to how 
the policies move,” Noble said.

Even the exchanges serving the 
newly enfranchised population face 
problems of sustainability. In order 
to remain afloat, the system needs 
a large number of healthy enrollees 

paying premiums, but Noble believes 
these insurance pools will be filled, 
in the near future, with high-risk 
individuals with pre-existing condi-
tions, whose care costs will exceed the 
premiums they pay.

“The big thing I care about is 
what is that pool going to look like in 

Voters approve 
all amendments
By Amanda Casanova

Texans voted Tuesday to 
approve all nine proposed con-
stitutional amendments — one of 
which will create a $2 billion rainy 
day fund to finance water projects 
in the state.

Proposition 6 is meant to 
help curb the impacts of drought 
in the state for the next 50 years. 
Now that the measure is ap-
proved, the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board will control the 
financing of water projects

By Jess Paniszczyn
Every school day about 7,000 

students drop out of high school. That 
translates to roughly one student ev-
ery 26 seconds or over 1.2 million stu-
dents per year. Over a lifetime, a high 
school dropout will earn $200,000 
less than a high school graduate and 
almost a million dollars less than a 
college graduate. Nationally, high 
school dropouts commit about 75 
percent of crimes.*

The impact of an incomplete 
education is most keenly felt by the 

individual affected and his family, 
but with millions of undereducated 
adults in the workforce, society and 
businesses also suffer. GradNation 
and America’s Promise Alliance 
joined with Communities in Schools 
Dallas Region Inc., local school 
districts and businesses to present a 
GradNation Community Summit at 
Brook Hollow Country Club in Dal-
las on Nov. 5. The event was one of 
several around the country designed 
to get community partners working 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Ladies enjoyed scones, finger 

sandwiches and champagne with 
their tea while discussing the latest 
fashions or the best places in the 
area to purchase a fascinator. The 
group came together for High Tea 
at the Omni Mandalay Hotel at Las 
Colinas on Nov. 3 to celebrate three 
Exemplary Women of Irving. 

This year’s honorees, Pat Bolger, 

Mary Higbie and Sharon Johnston, 
were recognized for their outstanding 
commitment to Irving. Previous hon-
orees, Fran Bonilla, Kitty Boyle and 
Norma Stanton recognized in 2011 
as well as Kitty Baker, Mary Oberlin 
and Gene Olafsen recognized in 2012, 
attended the event. TXU Energy and 
AT&T along with the Irving Interna-
tional Women’s Consortium (IIWC) 

Monsterously entertaining
Fund-raiser shakes off charity fatigue
By Angela Timmons-Hanselka

Halloween might be over, but spooky decorations 
and creative costumes abounded Saturday night at 
the Las Colinas Country Club for the La Buena Vida 
Monster Bash, a fund-raiser for the foundation that 
assists at-risk Irving students.

“That is why we’re here – to give until it hurts,” 
said Master of Ceremonies Bo Gerard, who was 
dressed as Dracula and welcomed guests to his “castle.” 

And give they did: the Monster Bash’s 117 attend-
ees helped raise $56,000 Saturday night, according to 
Foundation Chairman Chris Allen.

The La Buena Vida Foundation is a volunteer 
led 501(c)(3), founded in 2010, whose members at-
tend seminars and grant scholarships as well as help 
underprivileged Irving students learn about leader-

Employers grapple with demands of healthcare act

Community confronts 
graduation rate crisis

Irving’s humble heroes
Community leaders honor legacy of service

See ELECTION, Page 10See PARKS TAX, Page 10

See GRADUATION, Page 5See MONSTER BASH, Page 2

See HEALTHCARE, Page 9

See WOMEN, Page 6

A mummy (Jimmy Perini) escorts Elva & Barry Firstenberg to the La 
Buena Vida Foundation’s Monster Bash at Las Colinas Country Club. 
/ Photo by Angela Timmons-Hanselka 

CHS Band receives coveted award
The Coppell High School Marching Band presents the passion-filled music of Dmitri Shostakovich at the Bands of America 
Super Regional Contest in San Antonio. The band surpassed its own record earning the “Outstanding Music Performance” 
Award. SEE Story on pg 7

It is still fun to wear fascinators and play dress up as ladies gather to honor the 
exemplary women of Irving. / Photo by John Starkey

Courtesy photo

By Amanda Casanova
More than 2,400 people voted 

in the special election with about 63 
percent voting in favor and about 37 
percent voting against reapproving 
the city’s half-cent parks and rec-
reation CRDC (Coppell Recreation 
Development Corporation) tax.

“We’re pleased that this measure 
was passed by the citizens of Cop-
pell,” said Ed Guignon of the Coppell 
Recreation Development Corpora-
tion committee. “The voter turnout 
was impressive, which demonstrates 
that City parks, recreation and com-
munity gathering spaces are topics 
which the citizens feel strongly about.

Coppell reauthorizes 
half-cent parks tax 
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GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays
Nov. 9, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Dealing with the loss of a loved one is 
difficult at anytime, but especially around 
the holidays. In an effort to offer support for 
individuals as they walk through this season, 
First Baptist Church in Irving is hosting 
“GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays.” The cost 
to attend is only $10. Those who attend will 
receive a book with over 30 daily readings. 
For more information, please contact 
counseling@fbcirving.org or call (972) 253-
1171 X 122.

Veterans Day Ceremony
Nov. 11, 1:30 p.m.

All Branches of the Military will be honored 
at the Irving Public Library Central Branch 
Auditorium. Come out and support our 
veterans. Live patriotic music, refreshments 
and more.

Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) Class 
Nov. 11 to 15, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The Rape Aggression Defense System is a 
program of realistic self-defense tactics. It 
is a comprehensive, women-only course 
that begins with awareness, prevention, 
risk reduction and risk avoidance, while 
progressing on to the basics of hands-on 
defense training. R.A.D. is not a Martial 
Arts program. Our classes are taught by a 
nationally certified R.A.D. Instructor and 
students are provided with a workbook/
reference manual. Open to all females, 12 
years and older. Request a $20 donation 
towards PAL’s kid’s program. For more 
information, contact Officer Jill Smith at 
972-721-2455 or jsmith@cityofirving.org

Veterans Day Concert
Nov. 11, 7 p.m.

The Irving Silvertones will again honor 
America and the men and women of our 
Armed Forces who defend the Gates of 
Freedom. The concert will celebrate our 
country with a variety of patriotic songs 
saluting our veterans, our military personnel 
and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country. The annual concert is free and 
will be presented at Oak View Baptist Church 
1004 S. Story Rd.

Home Restoration programs 
Nov. 13, 10 a.m.

The Housing and Human Services (HHS) 
Department will host an informational 
meeting for contractors wishing to 
participate in the Home Restoration 
programs in the first floor Council 
Conference Room at City Hall (825 W. Irving 
Blvd., Irving). For more information, visit 
cityofirving.org. Contact Ashley Miller at 
(972) 721-4961 to reserve seat.

World Diabetes Day Symposium 
Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

This year’s Luncheon, hosted by The 
American Diabetes Association at Lone 
Star Park at Grand Prairie, will feature 
a presentation by Dr. Tom Diaz, Medical 
Director, United Health Care, and President 
of the Dallas/Fort Worth American Diabetes 
Association Leadership Council, as well as a 
panel of experts in the field of diabetes. For 
ticket and sponsorship information contact 
Roxann K. Pishnick at mailto:rpishnick@
diabetes.org or 972-392-1181.

Heritage Crossing Community 
Presentation
Nov. 14, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Join city staff and the consulting team of 
Vialta Group (formerly Gateway Planning) 
in the Irving City Council Chambers for a 
presentation on the ongoing schematic 
design work for the reconstruction of Irving 
Boulevard and Second Street through 
the downtown area, as well as the draft 
of the regulations for Heritage Crossing. 
This meeting will be followed with small 
group and one-on-one discussions with 
interested property and business owners 
and community residents regarding the 
same topics at 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 15, in 
the foyer area adjacent to the city council 

chambers. For additional information, 
please contact Kevin Kass, Redevelopment 
Administrator, at (972) 721-2251 or via 
email at kkass@cityofirving.org.

The Levee Singers
Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.

Begun in 1961 as the “Levee Banjo Band,” 
they were the weeknight entertainment at 
the Levee, a small night club in Dallas near 
SMU. When the group began appearing on 
national TV shows and across the country at 
conventions and concerts, they became The 
Levee Singers. The group quickly became 
one of Dallas best known and most in 
demand acts of the early 60’s. $20. Carpenter 
Hall, Irving Arts Center. 

Coffee with Coppell Cops
Nov. 16, 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Coppell citizens are invited to join the 
Police Department Command Staff and 
other members of the department for free 
drinks at Biggby Coffee (230 N. Denton Tap 
Road #104, Coppell) and get to know your 
police officer. You may ask questions, make 
suggestions, or just enjoy a cup of coffee 
with the men and women serving your 
community. For more information, contact 
Crime Prevention Officer Peter Dirks at 
pdirks@coppelltx.gov or 972-304-3625.

Jonsson Takes Charge: November 1963 
– January 1964
Nov. 16, 2 p.m.

Moderator: Darwin Payne Panelists: Pierce 
Allman and Julian Read will assess the 
legacy of Erik Jonsson and Dallas in the 
1960s. Ground-floor classroom, Old Red 
Museum (100 South Houston St., Dallas).

Las Colinas Symphony presents Lei 
Weng, piano
Nov. 16, 8 p.m.

Steinway Artist Lei Weng, playing Brahms 
Piano Concerto No. 1, Kodaly’s Dances of 
Galanta and Beethoven’s Lenora Overture 
No. 1. In honor of Veteran’s Day, Vets pay 
$10. $15-45. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts 
Center. For tickets, call 972-252-4800.

Tall Tales & Huge Hearts: Raul Colon
Nov. 16 – Jan. 26

Raúl Colón is a popular award-winning 
artist who has illustrated more than 30 
books for children. Known for his vibrant 
illustrations in watercolor and colored 
pencil, Colón created the art for a number 
of acclaimed picture books, including José! 
Born to Dance: The Story of José Limon by 
Susanna Reich, winner of the Tomas Rivera 
Mexican-American Children’s Book Award. 
Among Colón’s most recent picture books 
is Don’t Forget: God Bless Our Troops by Jill 
Biden (2012). This exhibition is organized by 
the National Center for Children’s Illustrated 
Literature, Abilene, Texas. Free. Dupree 
Theater Lobby, Irving Arts Center.

Jonsson’s Visionary Leadership as 
Mayor of Dallas: 1964 – 1971
Nov. 23, 2 p.m.

Moderator, Michael V. Hazel, and panelists, 
Anita Martinez, George Schrader, Henry 
Tatum, will assess the legacy of Erik Jonsson 
and Dallas in the 1960s. Ground-floor 
classroom, Old Red Museum (100 South 
Houston St., Dallas).

Bangla Blast 2013
Nov. 23, 7 p.m.

Variety show strives to connect the different 
generations of the Bangla community 
through dialogue and to get young people 
excited about their common heritage. $15. 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center.

Adopt a Family
Help bring holiday joy to families at Irving 
ISD. Companies interested in adopting 
families will receive a contact person from 
one or more schools, a family’s wish list 
including children’s clothing sizes and one 
toy/gift they would like. You have the option 
to deliver gifts to the school or the parents. 
Help bring the joy of the holidays to those in 
need. For information, contact Thelma Cantu 
at 972-600-5017 or tcantu@irvingisd.net.

(972) 870-1992 | ideas@irvingrambler.net | feedback@irvingrambler.net | news@irvingrambler.net
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

AD-324 UAI0561 0812

[www.unitedamerican.com]

UA Medicare Supplement  
insurance is like your favorite  

pair of slippers … inviting, 
comfortable, and with no surprises.   

• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:

*For more than [35 consecutive years], United American has earned the [A+ (Superior)] Financial Strength Rating from  
A.M. Best Company (as of [6/12]).  United American Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 

Government or federal Medicare program.  Policies and benefits may vary by state and have some limitations and exclusions.  
Individual Medicare Supplement policy forms [MSA10, MSB10, MSC10, MSD10, MSF10, MSHDF10, MSG10, MSK06, MSL06, 

MSN10, and MC4810 in WI] are available from our Company where state approved.  Some states require these plans be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare due to disability. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent 

representing United American Insurance Company.

KEITH WHITE AGENCY
(972) 579-7874

rkwhite36@gmail.com

ship and ethics. While the Founda-
tion holds a fund-raiser every fall 
that coincides with the final day of 
the Carpenter Cup golf competition 
between Las Colinas Country Club, 
Hackberry Creek and Four Seasons 
– which was won Saturday by Las 
Colinas – this year’s fund-raiser was 
the first to adopt a Halloween theme. 
Allen said the event’s committee 
wanted to adopt a different approach 
this year. Throughout the last three 
years, he said, the Foundation has 
conducted traditional sit-down galas 
featuring speakers and an awards 
ceremony. Foundation organizers 
realized that most of the fund-raiser’s 
attendees are already involved with 
the organization and don’t need to 

be re-educated about the mission or 
purpose.

“This time of the year, there’s 
charity fatigue,” Allen said. “We 
wanted to take it in a different direc-
tion.” 

Because the Foundation is di-
rected by all volunteers, Allen said 
they’re unable to put on lavish events. 
However, he hopes Saturday’s event 
propels itself into future years.

“We want to build on it so that 
people are excited about getting 
ready for the Monster Bash,” he said.

The current economic envi-
ronment has taken its toll on the 
Foundation’s fund-raising abilities, 
Allen explained. Donors seem more 
cautious with their money, but sup-
porters have vastly increased their 
volunteer hours for the organization. 
In fact, the Foundation’s volunteers 
were responsible for many of the 

elaborate decorations at Saturday’s 
Monster Bash.

The financial and volunteer 
support goes a long way to further 
the Foundation’s mission, Allen said. 

“We’re a youth development 
foundation and we believe that ev-
eryone needs to have the essentials 
to be, at the bare minimum, a leader 
of one,” he said.

Some of the evening’s guests 
have been supporters since the 
Foundation’s inception and haven’t 
faltered in their support.

“I’ve met some of the kids they’ve 
helped along the way, and it’s been 
unbelievable,” said Tye Underwood.

According to the Foundation’s 
October Impact Report, La Buena 
Vida has assisted more than 370 
Irving students this year through its 
signature Leadership and Ethics pro-
grams. Additionally, the Foundation 
has recently purchased land on Tudor 
Lane in Irving for its future Leader-
ship House, which will provide a safe 
and secure home for homeless Irving 
high school students.

To learn more about the La 
Buena Vida Foundation, visit http://
www.labuenavidafoundation.org/. 

Monster Bash
Continued from Page 1
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We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist
Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown CampaignPol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

RE-ELECT RE-ELECT

RE-ELECT

State Rep. District 105
Irving & Grand Prairie
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

LINDA HARPER BROWN
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

LINDA HARPER BROWN
RE-ELECT

Irving & Grand PrairieState Rep. District 105

Don’t let it Sail Away 
 

3.50%  
CD-Annuity 

 

Guaranteed for 5 years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

$ Full Accumulation Value at Death 
$ Systematic Interest Withdrawals Available First Year 
$ No Charge-back at Death 
$ Issued to Age 90  
$ 5-Year Surrender Charge 
$ No Hidden Fees 

For a limited time only, take advantage
of this interest increase

Call Now….this Great Rate will not last long

888-611-1414  •  Toll-Free
972-669-0175  •  Phone  

 TriMark Financial
1303 W. Beltline Road  •  Bldg. 201

Carrollton, Texas 75006

Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those medical 
centers, Baylor Medical Center at Irving, or Baylor Health Care System © 2013 Baylor Health Care System   BMCIrv_515_2013  833  CE 09.13

For more information, call 1.800.4BAYLOR  
or visit BaylorHealth.com/Irving.

1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061

The Baylor Irving Difference
Your Full-Service Hospital

Irving Healthcare System joined Baylor Health Care System in 1995 committing to serve all people 

through exemplary health care, education and community outreach. Since then, Baylor Medical 

Center at Irving strives to uphold that promise by continually enhancing our comprehensive services 

to you and your family.

•	Baylor Charles A. Sammons Cancer 
Center at Irving is a nationally accredited 
cancer program including, prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, and support services.

•	Cardiovascular Services provides 
advanced treatment options including 
surgery for heart and vascular conditions.

•	Emergency Care equipped with 
telemedicine capabilities and handles a 
wide array of injuries and illnesses.

•	GI and Endoscopy capabilities support 
optimal digestive health.

•	Radiology and Imaging Services, 
nationally accredited by the American 
College of Radiology, provides advanced 
technology for detection and evaluation of 
potential problems and strives to provide 
patients with a quick report turnaround. 

•	Orthopedic Surgery includes total joint 
replacement and a unique anterior 
approach to hip replacement as well as 
sports medicine.

•	Behavioral Health Senior Care  
provides inpatient services to adults age 
65+ to address both mental and physical  
health.

•	Neuroscience Services provides 
comprehensive care for the back, head  
and neck, as well as sleep disorders and 
quality stroke care that has been awarded 
Advanced Certification as a Primary Stroke 
Center by the Joint Commission.

By Phil Cerroni
The adage that dogs are man’s 

best friend is a well earned moniker. 
They stand beside their masters 
though thick and thin, but sometimes 
the two are ripped apart when they 
have the most need of each other. As 
Domestic Violence Month wears to 
a close, Brighter Tomorrows, a local 
domestic violence shelter, hosted the 
first fundraiser for its Purple Paw 
Project, which makes it possible for 
victims of abuse to keep their pets 
when they flee their abusers. The 
event was held at Irving’s Lively Park 
on Oct. 26.

“The Purple Paws Project (rais-
es) awareness and some money for 
victims who cannot leave their violent 
situations, because they cannot bring 
their pets into shelters. We just don’t 
have any way to take care of the pets 
in the communal living situation of 
a domestic violence shelter, (so we 
want to) kennel their dogs if they 
need to be with us. And we can take 
care of the humans, and we can take 
care of their pets,” said Brighter To-
morrows Executive Director, Diana 
Franzetti.

The first shelter in Dallas County 
to attempt something like this, 
Brighter Tomorrows already includes 
questions regarding victims’ pets in 
their entry questionnaire. They do 
not, however, have enough funds to 

sustain kenneling dogs and are trying 
to set up a foster program.

“We are in the process of figur-
ing that out now,” said Stacey Henry, 
the Children’s Program Coordinator 
at Brighter Tomorrows. “Right now 
we have great relationship with Prai-
rie Paws, which is Grand Prairie’s 
Animal Services, and Irving’s Animal 
Services has (given) great support to 
us right now. So (we will) probably 
(work) with them along with other 
people in the community to figure 
out where we’re going.”

Henry could hardly stress 
enough how instrumental a pet 
can be in the successful outcome of 
therapy, especially with children. 

“Canines are amazing support,” 
she said. “They provide a lot of com-
fort to kids (that) really, humans 
can’t provide... There’s no judgment; 
they’re not going to talk back; they’re 
just going to listen and let you love on 
them and love you. They can pick up a 
lot on your senses and your emotions 
as well. And that’s really comforting 
for a kid, to feel like they’re really 
understood.”

Although therapists already use 
animals as a part of therapy, Henry 
thinks children can benefit even more 
from going through the process with 
their own pets. 

“It’s like their best friend... When 

someone who has always been there 
for them, has always comforted them, 
is no longer there… that’s just being 
torn from family, so it can have an 
incredible impact in increasing their 
anxiety and their stress,” she said.

Robin Ashman-Terrell, the own-
er of Good Dog Fetch (a company 
that teaches dogs basic social skills), 
trains some of her animals as therapy 
dogs. 

“We find that sometimes kids 
respond better to dogs than they 
do to humans because dogs can be 
trusted, and dogs love you uncon-
ditionally,” Ashman-Terrell said. 
“So a lot of times the kids will ask to 
have a therapy dog. The therapy dog 
is chosen for them. We go into their 
sessions with the therapist, and we 
sit and talk and the child talks, and 
they work with the dog, so they have 
someone they can trust.

“Sometimes I have had ses-
sions where kids really don’t trust 
(adults). They don’t want to discuss 
what’s happened to them, because it’s 
scary, and it’s aggressive and it was 
an adult usually that they know that 
abused them so… When they come 
in with the dog, they talk to the dog; 
they play with the dog; they interact 
with the dog. Their trust level goes 
up; their blood pressure goes down. 
They feel more relaxed, and they 

feel like, sometimes, they are about 
to tell the dog their secrets, and the 
dog’s not going to tell anybody. So 
the fact of whether the therapist can 

hear it or not, they are still unloading 
themselves. They are still discussing 
what has happened to them so they 
can start to heal.”

Coppell honors 
Municipal Court 
employees
By Nick Kammerer

Coppell citizens got an opportu-
nity to visit the city’s Municipal Court 
during an open house, on Wed., Nov. 
6, celebrating  a week in appreciation 
of Coppell’s court clerks, municipal 
judges and marshals as part of Mu-
nicipal Court Week.

Coppell City Manager Clay Phil-
lips and the honorable Judge Marian 
Moseley greeted visitors and pro-
vided information about courtroom 
and city operations as court staff 
members stood on hand to answer 
questions and give tours of the Jus-
tice Center where visitors received a 
behind-the-scenes look at the daily 
operations of the court including 
the offices, courtroom and records 
department.

A few local elementary schools 
took advantage of the educational 
opportunity and brought students to 
the open house for a field trip where 
students and younger visitors were 
able to explore and learn about com-
munity programs, such as the Police 
Explorer post and Teen Court, and 
speak with Maria Fernandez, Cop-
pell’s Juvenile Case Manager and 
Teen Court coordinator. 

Coppell’s police explorer pro-
gram is designed for youth ages 
14 to 21 interested the field of law 
enforcement. In addition to training 
and scenarios, the police explorers 
study the Texas Penal Code and Code 
of Criminal Procedure, and apply 
their knowledge at local and state 
competitions. 

As the open house concluded, 
presiding Judge, Marian Moseley, 
awarded Akshay Malhotra with 
the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award. At age 15, this local student 
has already accumulated over 160 
volunteer hours. Akshay, an avid pro-
fessional chess player, introduced the 
game into the lives of senior citizens 
and young students. Akshay says 
that he will soon begin an outreach 
program to teach chess in prisons.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR
St. Luke Church, 202 S. MacArthur, Irving
     Sat., Nov. 16, noon-8 p.m. Soup Supper — 5:30 p.m.
     Sun., Nov. 17, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Gifts, Craft, Food, Fun & Much, Much More!

Four-legged therapists 
Domestic violence shelter raises awareness about pets’ healing powers

Mari and Gasper Garcia dress their dog, Tin Tin, as a clown for the pet costume contest. 
The Purple Paw event used fun lighthearted activities to highlight the problem of 
abusive within families. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

What was that 
number again?

You didn’t advertise?
That’s hilarious!

Help a 
guy out.
ADVERTISE
972-870-1992

Now what?

CALL
972-870-1992

ADVERTISE
972-870-1992

You got that where?
You got that where?

If only I knew
a good
butcher

baker
candle-stick maker

I don’t have
any of your
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. . . yet.
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972-870-1992
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972-870-1992
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candle-stick maker

He’ll never find you 
if you don’t advertise!

972-870-1992

It’s a secret.
Unless you advertise!

Call 972-870-1992
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Marilyn Ann Rylant
Marilyn Ann Rylant passed away 

on November 2, 2013 at the age of 
64. She was born in Long Beach, 
California on June 17, 1949 and was 
living and working in Irving, Texas 
when she died after a short battle with 

cancer.  She was 
a business man-
ager assistant 
for Acosta Food 
Services. Mari-
lyn is survived 
by her son Bart 
Folta, daughter 
in law Missy 

and grandsons Ian and Jacob; sib-
lings Melody Casagranda and hus-
band Michael; Mary Breuleux and 
husband Mike; Sue Perez and hus-
band Sal; nieces Darla and Kim Fer-
reira; nephew Jason Melanson; great 
nephews Chase and Jason Melanson 
and great niece Lilah Gonzalez-
Ferreira; her extended family Mary 
Sue Wells, Marie Baldree and many 
wonderful friends.  Arrangements 
made especially for the Rylant Family 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Evelyn Buckalew Richardson
Evelyn Buckalew Richardson 

of Irving passed away November 2, 
2013. She was born in Dallas, Texas 
on February 25, 1919 to the late Mi-
chael Emile Holtzheuser and Hattie 
Hendricks (Buckalew) Holtzheuser. 

Evelyn was an 
Irving resident 
since 1955 and 
was an active 
m e m b e r  o f 
Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church. 
She loved her 
family, friends, 

pets, church family, traveling garden-
ing and photography and was known 
for her generous spirit and her pas-
sion for sports. Evelyn is preceded 
in death by her parents, her sister, 
Catherine Clayton, her step-daughter, 
Linda Harrison, and her step-grand-
daughter, Stacy Davenport. She is 
survived by step-daughter Teddi 
Davenport of Wylie, Texas; step-
daughter and husband Rhonda and 
Russell Patty of Leonard, Texas; niece 
Judith Shaffer of Anderson, Missouri; 
step-granddaughters Teri and Tami 
Davenport of Garland, Texas; great-
niece and husband Karen and Kevin 
Stewart of Centerton, Arkansas; 
great-nephew and wife Jeffrey and 
Jessica Langlois of Somerset, Mas-
sachusetts; as well as several great-
great-nephews, a great-great-niece 
and many beloved friends. The family 
will receive friends from 6:00 to 8:00 
PM Friday at Brown’s Memorial 

OBITUARIES

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Mary Tiny Fouts
March 13, 1926 ~ October 29, 2013
Donald “Gene” Moore
August 25, 1937 ~ November 3, 2013

Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Kimberly Anne Veeck-Bell 
9/5/1972 - 11/5/2013
John L. Johnson 
12/27/1952 - 10/27/2013
Tommy Melton Rogers 
5/9/1951 - 11/4/2013
Timothy Grady Fowler 
8/16/1965 - 10-31-2013
Ann Henderson 
7/20/1952 - 10/30/2013
Betty Jane Kubin 
9/27/1938 - 11/1/2013
Janet Bolding 
6/18/1945 - 10/1/2013
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home,
972-579-1313
Theodore Jude Voisin
October 16, 1946 – October 31, 2013
Janet Marie Brewster
November 13, 1944 – November 1, 2013
Thomas “Tom” Lynn Pressly
March 20, 1953 – November 1, 2013
Pauline Guyer
February 12, 1921 – November 2, 2013
Oscar Lee Alexander, Jr.
September 6, 1940 – November 3, 2013
Clarence S. Acton
October 14, 1927 – November 4, 2013
Alvin N. Gregory
October 25, 1924 – November 5, 2013

Arrangements by Restland 
Coppell Chapel, 972-745-1638
Aaron Minter, 24 years old
May 26, 1989 - November 1, 2013
Richard Nguyen, 76 years old
January 1, 1937 - October 27, 2013
Steven Fenner, 62 years old
October 28, 1951 - October 31, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Funeral Home. The funeral service 
will be held at 10:30 am Saturday, 
November 9, 2013 at Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church of Irving with Rev. 
Ken Branam officiating. Interment 
will follow at 3:00 PM at Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Blooming Grove, Texas. 
Memorial donations may be made to 
the Arthritis Foundation at P.O. Box 
96280, Washington, DC 20077 or 
www.arthritis.org.

707 N. MacArthur Boulevard
Irving, Texas 75061

(972) 254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Retire Your Flag
the Dignified Way
While Honoring

a Veteran

Bring your worn flag to us and we will drape a flag

across a veteran who is to be cremated.

You will help us give honor to both

the veteran and the flag in its final duty.

Obituaries: To place an 
obituary notice in the Rambler, 
please contact Tammy Pompa 
at 972-870-1992. Fees apply.

Korean firms seek Texas 
distributors for their 
products at meeting

By Phil Cerroni
A delegation of five South Ko-

rean companies from Sewon, also 
known as Samsung City, spent two 
days in the Vault Conference Center 
at the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce amid a mad 
rush of corporate speed dating in 
order to develop meaningful busi-
ness associations with North Texas 
companies.

“They’re looking to establish a 
relationship to be able to sell product 
here. In other words, they want to 
export their products from Korea to 
Texas, and they’re looking for the best 
ways, channels of distribution, po-
tential clients, customers or distribu-
tors,” said Joe Chapa, the Executive 
Director of the International Trade 
Development & Assistance Center.

The format was simple: sit Kore-
an representatives and their products 
at a table and bring in a continuous 
procession of local companies for 20 
minute interviews. The goal was to 
pair five American companies with 
each foreign one. Wanting to capital-
ize on international trade, especially 
within the context of the Sister Cit-
ies program, the Irving Chamber in 
association with the Greater Dallas 
Korean American Chamber of Com-
merce (GDKACC) has spent the 
past year connecting local business 

owners with likeminded business-
men overseas through multiple 
trade missions from both the US and 
Korea. These connections help make 
“a positive economic impact from 
international activities and transac-
tions, so to the extent that we can help 
Irving-based companies export and 
import, do business overseas, it will 
help them grow and create employ-
ment,” Chapa said.

“(We) advertise (the) DFW area, 
how they can do business well here, 
the business(es) that are booming 
here. From Samsung City, we have 
a lot of companies…DFW is a logis-
tics hub. You can pretty much go 
anywhere in the US in two or three 
hours,” said Sean Kang, the GD-
KACC’s Executive Director.

The DFW area affords Korean 
companies a strategic foothold in the 
US by affording them access to free 
trade zones and ample warehouse 
space.

“Nowadays, deliver (is) the key 
factor to have these customers satis-
fied; moreover, the companies’ sup-
pliers have a tendency to dispatch an 
item to the air freight (location, and) 
at that point, DFW (and) this area 
has a strong point,” said KT Lee, the 
Coordinating Officer for Suwon City 
Government’s Business Support 
Division.

Although large companies like 
Exxon Mobile and some very small 
companies know how to navigate 
the international import/export 
business, Chapa said mid-sized com-

panies in the area are, on the whole, 
ignorant of the process.

“If I go to XYZ Company here 
in Irving, (and) they’re producing 
some kind of a product they’re dis-
tributing here in the US, they may 
not understand the potential that 
exists to sell their product in overseas 
markets,” he said. “When I meet with 
these companies, then I try to ease 
their mind, and bring context and 
relationships to them that can help 
them identify the opportunity and 
also the process.”

In order to facilitate partner-
ships between individual companies, 
the Irving and Korean chambers 
entered into what Chapa called a 
key strategic partnership, signing 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) in which both sides agree 
to cooperate on culture, trade and 
investment. The Korean Chamber 
used their contacts in Asia to facilitate 
a trade mission from North Texas to 
Korea, where the Irving Chamber 
signed an MOU with the South Ko-
rean city of Inchon. 

Lee succinctly summarized the 
trade mission’s scope:

“Rome was not built in a day, 
as you know, so we step-by-step get 
to know each other….and (for) the 
second step and they (Korean compa-
nies) come again...and finally they’re 
inviting the north Texas companies 
as a friend. They might be falling 
in love with each other; they make 
a deal...for reciprocal, bilateral suc-
cess,” Lee said.

South Korean and Irving companies 
create new partnerships for growth
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together towards the goal of achiev-
ing a national high school graduation 
rate of 90 percent. 

“Education is the economic 
issue of our time; it will determine 
our future prosperity and our ability 
to compete in a global market place 
and remain the innovator the United 
States has always been,” Alma J. 
Powell, Chair of America’s Promise 
Alliance said via video. “But an effec-
tive education is also the civil rights 
issue of our time. A test of whether we 
will truly be a nation that truly offers 
opportunity for all. Raising children, 
educating children, preparing young 
people for work and life is not solely 
the responsibility of schools. It takes 
all of us working together: parents, 
young people, policy makers, teach-
ers, business people, civic leaders. 
This village we are a part of to nurture 
young people and help them succeed. 

“Through your voice and ac-
tions today and in the future, you 
help our nation remember America’s 
ideals and fulfill America’s promise. 
Through the Grad Nation campaign 
that today’s event is a part of, Amer-
ica’s Promise Alliance is mobilizing 
the nation to reach a 90 percent 
graduation rate.

“Today a high school diploma is 
the starting line for success in college 
and beyond,” she said. 

Neel Gonuguntla, President of 
Ready to Work, discussed the impact 
of dropouts on society. 

“High School dropouts are a 
problem for us from an economic and 
securities standpoint,” Gonuguntla 
said. “They really affect the fabric of 
our nation. 

“The national high school gradu-
ation rate right now is 78.2 percent. 
That means one in five students is not 
graduating with their peers,” she said. 
“One in four African Americans, and 
nearly one in five Hispanic students 
attend a high school where graduat-
ing is not the norm. 

“Among students who do gradu-
ate (high school), 20 percent need 
remedial courses in college, and far 
too few earn a college degree. That 
means they dropout in college.

“Yet more than half of all new 
jobs in the next decade will require 
some post secondary education (be-

yond high school). Eighteen states 
allow students to leave high school 
before the age of 18. The gradua-
tion rates are uneven for students 
of different races, ethnicities, fam-
ily incomes, disabilities and English 
proficiencies. These graduation 
gaps imperil progress. There are no 
states in which the graduation rates 
for African Americans, Hispanic or 
economically disadvantaged students 
is above 89 percent. 

“About two years ago, the Dallas 
Commission on Children and Youth 
surveyed about 250 students across 
the Metroplex to determine what 
was causing students to dropout. 
They came up with this list: academic 
difficulty, failing in school – falling 
behind, needing to get a job (32 
percent), becoming a parent, leaving 
school to care for a family member, 
and disengagement (do not see rela-
tionship between what is taught in 
school and the real world),” Gonu-
guntla said.

Dallas County Community Col-
lege District (DCCCD), the largest 
undergraduate community college in 
the state of Texas, as well as several 
other colleges and universities will 
be impacted by new laws designed 
to help students succeed, according 
to Joyce Williams, District Director, 
Workforce Education and Develop-
ment Educational Affairs, DCCCD. 

“The Texas Legislature passed 
15 bills this session that were related 
to workforce education,” Williams 
said. “You wonder why. Because 
they listened to businesses and said 
‘something must change.’

“One of the initiatives for the 
state is that 60 percent of the work-
force will have a credential, certificate 
or degree by 2030. We think that is 
a large goal. 

“One of the things (the Legisla-
ture) has said to community colleges 
and universities is that ‘you will be 
more productive.’ That means we will 
produce people who will have cre-
dentials, certificates and/or a degree. 
We will restructure the financial aid 
system to service more people who 
are going to come in who are going 
to need money for college education. 

“Reduce the average time (and) 
dollars to a degree and certificate. 
This is a law that has passed in the 
state of Texas. For career and techni-
cal education, we look at skills that 
need to be obtained based on what 

employers tell us need to be in our 
curriculum,” she said. “The State of 
Texas is saying, ‘You are taking too 
long. You have degrees that students 
have to stay in there and take 66, 72 
or 71 credit hours. No. Across the 
board, it is 60. We are going to make 
sure you do it in 60, because we are 
going to make some laws at the sec-
ondary level that ensure students are 
college ready.’

“So the pressure now starts at 
the high school. We have over 5,000 
students in our (DCCCD) colleges 
right now who have graduated from 
high school who read at below a fifth 
grade reading level. They cannot take 
college courses. So what do we do? 
We build the system around them.”  

Some of the courses in high de-
mand from community colleges are 
those that lead to careers in middle 
skills jobs. 

“Middle skills are what we used 
to call the trade and craft programs,” 
Williams said. “What I see in this day 
and age is that those jobs are in the 
greatest need. When we look at com-
petitive models, we look at science, 
engineering and math, which are 
great. But if we are going to survive, 
middle skills jobs are the ones that 
are going to help us do that. 

“Middle skills jobs (generally 
pay) between $50,000 and $95,000. 
When you look at process techni-
cians, wind turbine engineer, digital 
forensic cyber security, most of those 
jobs require a certificate, and/or an 
industry certification, and/or an As-
sociate’s Degree. They don’t require 
a (Bachelors) Degree. 

“When you look at welding for 
instance, we have students who are 
in community college taking weld-
ing courses, and we can’t get them 

graduated with an Associate’s De-
gree, because employers have such a 
need right now. Welders are needed 
in manufacturing. When you start to 
look at plumbing, pipefitting, EMS, 
nursing, all of those jobs are neces-
sary for us to continue to operate on 
a daily basis. Those are the middle 
skills jobs. 

“We are training our kids to use 
their hands. That is what middle 
skills jobs are about. Even someone 
who is going to be an engineer, along 
the way can become an engineer 
tech. Based on being an engineer 
tech; they can work for (a variety of 
businesses).”

*Source: www.dosomething.org

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

By Jason Alderman
As Veteran’s Day approaches, 

this is a good time to remind our 
active duty service members and 
veterans about the many education 
assistance benefits available to them 
through the G.I. Bill and other gov-
ernment programs.

Here’s a rundown of a few of the 
more commonly used programs:

The Post 9/11 GI Bill is more 
flexible and generally offers more 
generous benefits than earlier GI 
Bills. It provides up to 36 months of 
support for education and housing 
to individuals with at least 90 days of 
active duty after September 11, 2001, 
or those with a service-connected 
disability after 30 days. An honorable 
discharge is required.

Approved training includes un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees, 
and vocational/technical/on-the-job 
training, among others. You will be 
eligible for benefits for 15 years from 
your last period of active duty of at 
least 90 consecutive days.

This program covers 100 per-
cent of tuition and fees for in-state 
students at public institutions, paid 
directly to the school. For those at-
tending private or foreign schools, 
it will pay up to $19,198.31 per 
academic year (sometimes more in 
certain states).

If you attend a costlier private 
school – or a public school as a non-
resident – you also may be eligible 
for the Yellow Ribbon Program, 
where schools voluntarily fund tu-
ition expenses exceeding the highest 
public in-state undergraduate rate. 
The institution can contribute up to 
50 percent of those expenses and the 
Veteran’s Administration will match 
the amount.

The 9/11 GI Bill also will pay a 
books and supplies stipend of up to 
$1,000 per year, and a monthly hous-
ing allowance generally comparable 
to the military Basic Allowance for 
Housing for a military pay grade E-5 
with dependents, based on the ZIP 
code for your school.

Another advantage of this newer 
GI Bill: Armed Forces members with 
at least six years’ service can transfer 
some or all of their benefits to their 
spouse and/or children. Here are the 
basic rules:

You must agree to four addi-
tional years of service. (Special rules 
apply if standard policy precludes 
you from serving four more years or 
you’re eligible for retirement).

Because the clock starts ticking 
from the date you elect to participate 
– and you can’t enroll additional ben-
eficiaries after leaving the military – 
it’s best to sign up all family members 
right away. You can always go back 
and change allocation percentages 
or remove beneficiaries at any time 
until the benefits are used.

Spouses may begin using trans-
ferred benefits right away; how-
ever children must wait until you’ve 
served the full 10 years.

You and your spouse must use 
the benefits within 15 years of your 
leaving the military; children must 
use them by age 26.

Montgomery GI Bill. This older 
version of the GI Bill may still be 
available if you didn’t already opt for 
the Post 9/11 GI Bill. You’re eligible 
if you started active duty for the first 
time after June 30, 1985, served 
continuously for three years, are 
honorably discharged and had your 
pay reduced by $100 a month for the 
first 12 months. (There’s a separate 
plan for reservists.)

For most people, this program is 
less generous than the Post 9/11 GI 
Bill. Benefits typically expire 10 years 
after military separation and are not 
transferrable to family members; 
plus, you pay tuition and fees upfront 
and are later reimbursed. The VA 
website has a tool to compare benefits 
under the two GI Bills.

To learn more about the GI Bill, 
visit www.gibill.va.gov. Other VA-
sponsored educational financial aid 
programs can be found at www.gibill.
va.gov/benefits/other_programs/
index.html.

graduation
Continued from Page 1

GI Bill eases college costs 
for military families
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd

Irving, TX 75061
Sunday Worship 9:00am

Children’s Sunday School  9:00am
Adult Sunday School  10:30am

Pastor Bradley Carroll
972-790-2121   www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

UNITED METHODIST

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!

Las Colinas Pharmacy
(972) 580-1814

6420 N MacArthur Blvd #100, 
Irving, TX 75039

Bill Hooten Insurance
(972) 409-9940

400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211,
Irving TX, 75039

Rambler Newspapers
(972) 870-1992

627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!
LasColinas Pharmacy

(972) 580-1814 
4835 O Connor Ridge Blvd.  

Irving, TX 75062
Bill Hooten Insurance

(972) 409-9940
400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211, 

Irving TX, 75039
Irving Rambler

(972) 870-1992
627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

November is 
GRAPEFRUIT month

November is 
GRAPEFRUIT month

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED
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P 972.800.3894
F 972.584.0225

RDuggan@InsphereIS.com
www.InsphereIS.com/RDuggan

Serving DFW and surrounding areas
Rayna Duggan

Licensed Insurance Agent

COIN SHOP
ICS — Irving Coin Shop

Buying & Selling Coins and Currency
Located at 135 Antiques Mall

1800 N. Story Rd. 972-986-0135
Robert Cell: 214-725-4229

Shop Hours — 12-3 7 Days a Week

 Veterans Day Ceremony
Monday, November 11, 2013 at 1:30 PM

Irving Public Library Central Branch Auditorium

All branches of the Military will be honored. 
Come out and support our Veterans!

Live patriotic music, refreshments and much more.
 HONOR A LOVED ONE — PURCHASE A GRANITE BLOCK. 

Call Bob Moffatt at 972 259 6889.

sponsored the High Tea, hosted by state representative, 
the Honorable Linda Harper-Brown (Dist. 105, R), and 
Christina Winters Gears.

“Working in Irving with all the charities, I noticed 
over the years all these women who are always present, 
always giving, always enrolling, always signing up for 
things,” Gears said. “Linda Harper-Brown and I were 
talking one day and she said the same thing. There are 
so many women in this city who do so much. We wanted 
to do something for them. 

“So my charity, IIWC, and Linda teamed up, so we 
could recognize these women. Linda does all the recogni-
tion, because she reads them a proclamation and it is just 
a wonderful experience for them. They get to bring their 
families, and these women need to be recognized. So many 
times when you are reading someone’s obituary and you 
hear of all these things that they did; and it is so ridiculous. 
This way everyone gets to recognize these women in the 
moment, that is what we are all about here today.

“Everybody wants to know what a fascinator is,” 
Gears said. “It is the hat Princess Kate made famous 
when she started going out with Prince William. When 
he started dating her, she started wearing all these little 
hats on the side of her head. Of course, at her wedding, 
there were some pretty outrageous ones worn by the other 
princesses. So it’s become a thing, and we really want to 
have a lot of fun with it. 

“One of the women at my table said, ‘You know, it is 
still fun to play ‘dress up.’”

Among her many volunteer endeavors over the years, 
Pat Bolger has been involved with American Cancer Soci-
ety, Women of Rotary, Irving Mothers March of Dimes, 
Texas Fest and The Salvation Army.

“When participating in all those things through the 
years it was not in my mind to be honored for it, but thank 
all of you so much,” Bolger said before taking time to in-
troduce her grandchildren who were in attendance. “I just 
hope the legacy in our family is passed on, and they will 
know to serve. I am so proud of this city. I grew up in it… 

“I am very humbled to have been honored for work 
that has been fun, comes from my heart, and I really 
wanted to do,” she said.

When Mary Higbie’s daughter was growing up, she 
served as a Brownie, Girl Scout and PTA leader. Today, 
Ms. Higbie volunteers her time with the Irving Heritage 

Society, Entertainment Series of Irving, Mustangs of Las 
Colinas and other Irving charities.

“Every project we have been involved in, and I have 
been involved with almost every one of you in one way 
or another, has brought its own rewards because of the 
things I have learned from you, the examples, the skills 
and the goals we have set together,” Higbie said when 
she received her award. “The greatest thing I have gained 
from all of this is not only the joy in my heart and the kind 
words you have shared with me, but the friendship that 
I feel. So I thank you… 

“Today was overwhelming,” she said following the 
event. “I was so prepared to be calm and the emotions 
just flooded me. My heart is so warmed. 

“The High Tea is a really wonderful tradition where 
women are acknowledged, circled by their family and 
their friends to hear all these wonderful accolades. It is a 
very nice honor indeed.”

Sharon Johnston, who is known for her work with 
homeless teens, has also been an important part of the Ir-
ving Women’s Network, Women’s Division of the Greater 
Irving Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, Mammogram 
Foundation, Brighter Tomorrows and Main Place.

“When one of us who serves is recognized, it sheds 
light on those who are being served and who have needs, 
so I am very thankful for that,” Johnston said. “I appreci-
ate all the women who came today to honor community 
service.

“The tea was very lovely. My friends came from far 
and wide. One of my daughters flew in from Boston to 
attend. It is very important for them to see that the work 
that they know goes on is appreciated, because they all 
do for others as well.”

Rep. Harper-Brown looks forward to honoring Irving 
women for many years to come.

“Today’s event honors the remarkable women we 
have here in Irving who have helped to make this city what 
it is today,” Harper-Brown said. “We had three wonderful 
honorees, but we have so many more who we can honor 
for their contribution to our great city.

“Turn in those nominations and let me know who 
you think should be recognized. I hope this event will 
continue to grow, because I think it is a shame when we 
don’t recognize those have contributed so much.”

To nominate a future Exemplary Woman of Irving 
contact Cyndi Boggess at (972) 831-8866 or cyndi@cmw-
financial.com, or contact Linda Harper-Brown’s staff at 
100 Decker Court Suite 110, Irving, TX 75062.

Women
Continued from Page 1

Through their contributions to the community over time, the exemplary women of Irving have helped create the city we have today.
/ Photo by John Starkey
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season as 
they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
- Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 
before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
- Counter stand and poster recognition signifying they are an 
“Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

 

Join participating Irving restaurants this holiday season 
as they donate a percentage of their sales during the week of:  

December 9 – December 15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Participating restaurants receive: 
■  Free and discounted advertising in Rambler Newspapers 

before and after the Pay It Forward Week 
■  Counter stand and poster recognition 

signifying they are an “Irving Cares Restaurant Partner” 

Irving Care Services include: 
■  Financial assistance for rent, mort-
gage, utilities, or prescriptions 
■  A food pantry 
■  An employment services program 
■  Transportation to medical appoint-
ments
■  Information and referral. 

Last year, Irving Cares programs 
served over 44,000 people: 
1 in 5 in our community.

Looking for Caring Restaurants 

For information about becoming a participating restaurant, 
contact Teddie Story at 972-721-9181 x 203 or tstory@irvingcares.org 

on or before 11/15/2013  

Lift ChairsLift Chairs

Big State Drug

We Also Have

100 E. Irving Blvd.

4 Wheel Walkers
Hospital Beds

Bath Safety Equipment

Wheel Chairs
Crutches

Support Hosiery

Canes

Irving, TX 75060
972.254.1521

Several Colors to Choose From 

Delivery Available

CHS Band receives coveted award 
COPPELL – The CHS Marching Band surpassed its own record earning 

the “Outstanding Music Performance” Award at the Bands of America Super 
Regional Contest in San Antonio on Nov. 2.

“This is the first time that the band received any caption award and espe-
cially the most coveted of (Outstanding) Music,” said Scott Mason, CISD Direc-
tor of Instrumental Music. “This also represents the first time in eight years 
that the Coppell Band was selected to the Finals of the BOA Super Regional.”

The Cowboys Band came in Sixth Place in the Preliminary round compet-
ing against what Mason describes as “64 of the finest 5A high school bands 
in Texas.” The band placed 12th in the Finals.

These results are all the more impressive since the CHS Band is the only 
band to make Finals without the use of theatrical props. Using only their 
marching skills and musical prowess, the band was able to edge out most 
bands in the competition.

“It is interesting to note that the Coppell Band was the only band not to 
use props at last year’s State Marching Contest to make Finals and also at 
this year’s BOA Super Regional,” Mason said.

SOURCE Coppell ISD

Irving ISD makes College Board’s Honor Roll
 Irving ISD is one of 477 school districts in the U.S. and Canada and 

one of only 14 in the state of Texas being honored by the College Board with 
placement on the 4th Annual AP® District Honor Roll. 

Irving ISD has been named to this prestigious list for increasing access to 
AP® course work while maintaining or increasing the percentage of students 
earning scores of three or higher on AP Exams. Reaching these goals indicates 
that the district is successfully identifying motivated, academically prepared 
students who are likely to benefit from rigorous AP course work.

Since 2011, Irving ISD has increased the number of students participating 
in AP by 13.6% while improving the percentage of students earning AP Exam 
scores of three or higher by 22.9%.

In 2013, more than 3,300 colleges and universities around the world 
received AP scores for college credit, advanced placement and/or consider-
ation in the admission process, with many colleges and universities in the 
United States offering credit in one or more subjects for qualifying AP scores.

SOURCE Irving ISD

Leon Capital Group, a Dallas-
based, national real estate developer, 
has announced the final closing on 
its purchase of a 12-acre site at the 
intersection of President George 
Bush Turnpike/SH 161 and North 
MacArthur Blvd. in Irving. This 
high-visibility site is intended to serve 
as the future home for a gourmet 
grocery-anchored development, the 
first in Irving and Las Colinas.

“This is a huge win for busi-
nesses and residents in Irving,” said 
Chris Wallace, President and CEO 
of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce. “The ad-
dition of a new, high-end, specialty 
grocer, combined with premier retail, 
brings tremendous value to the local 
community. It will also draw visitors 
from surrounding communities, gen-
erating substantial new tax revenues 
for Irving.”

Negotiations are ongoing with a 
nationally branded, gourmet grocery 
tenant, and an agreement is expected 

within the next few months. The 
developer is currently working on 
securing a supplementary declaration 
amendment to the zoning of the land 
through the Las Colinas Association, 
which is anticipated to be completed 
in the first quarter of 2014. The de-
veloper hopes to finalize the architec-
tural plans and engineering drawings 
by mid-2014, with a groundbreaking 
next fall.

“This has been a highly coveted 
site for many years,” said Will Toll-
iver, Director of Retail Operations for 
Leon Capital Group. “Based on the 
significant traffic along SH 161 and 
MacArthur Blvd., the huge influx of 
employees during the work week, and 
the proximity to the thriving Las Coli-
nas business, residential and medical 
communities, this is a superior site 
in the market and will help meet the 
growing demand for more high-end 
retail, as well as satisfying the need 
for a gourmet grocer in Las Colinas.”

SOURCE Cooksey Communications

An Open Letter to the Editor
 
With all the turmoil going on in 

the world today there is a local ray of 
sunshine among us. It is call a family. 
And I do mean a family. A little over 
two years ago I went through a very 
painful time in my life. But this is 
not about me, it is about a giving and 
caring local family: when I needed 
someone the most they took me into 
their family without question. Thank 
God there are still families like this in 
the world today.

My family was not much on hug-
ging or showing these true feelings. 
However, since becoming an adopted 
member of this family I find it has 
become easier to do these things.

After a period of time I found 
that I have a daughter that I have 
always wanted, and care for more 

than I could ever tell her. Also I have 
adopted one of the family for my 
Granddaughter for which I cannot 
find the words to express how she 
has filled the void in my heart and 
in my life.

There is no need to name names 
as they should know who they are, 
and what all of them mean to me and 
always will as long as I live.

The matriarch of this family is 
one of the most thoughtful and caring 
persons I have ever known. In case 
you have not figured out who this 
might be you often hear her called 
either Miss. Carol or Miss. Carrie.

In closing, may I suggest that 
“Joe’s Coffee Shop” be enshrined in 
the “Restaurant Hall of Fame.”

 
Signed by
The Unknown

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Leon Capital group acquires site 
for high-end grocery store

Paddle Battle 
In the spirit of building community through competition, the Valley Ranch Baptist 
Church held its first Paddle Battle ping pong tournament on Nov. 2. Approximately 
20 people including Lester Bell brought the ‘eye of the tiger’ to the day’s skills 
competition. / Photo by John Starkey
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi. My name is Lois. I was rescued 
from another shelter. The first thing 
you will notice about me is how cute, 
and compact that I am. As a 
Brussels Griffon mix, I'm a compact 
little girl with lots of heart, and 
bounce to my step.  The second 
thing you will notice, if you spend 
even one minute with me, is my 
wonderful energetic, happy personal-
ity. I love people. I love to run. I love 
to play. I love to give kisses. I'll be 
here waiting. Just asked for Lois, 
and you won't be disappointed.

Hi my name is Libby. I am a beautiful 8 
month old spayed female with the most 
unique and beautiful black, brown, and 
orange fur.  I love to play on the floor with 
other cats; and I especially love to talk to 
people as they come in. You must come 
by and let me charm you with my good 
looks and personality.

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many 
countries border Hungary?
2. HISTORY: In what year 
did the United States es-
tablish diplomatic relations 
with the People’s Republic 
of China?
3. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the coming-of-age novel “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn”?
4. BIOLOGY: How long does 
it take a red blood cell to circu-

late around the human body?
5. DISCOVERIES: Who was 
the first to explain correctly 
how the circulatory system 
works?
6. GENERAL TRIVIA: What 
are the names of Santa’s 
reindeer?
7. MUSIC: What was the 
theme song of “An Officer 
and a Gentleman”?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is the silkworm’s sole 
source of food?
9. ANATOMY: Where are the 
triceps muscles located?
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the oldest president 

elected to office?
Answers
1. Seven (Slovakia, Ukraine, 
Romania, Serbia and Monte-
negro, Croatia, Slovenia and 
Austria)
2. 1979
3. Betty Smith
4. 20 to 60 seconds 
5. William Harvey
6. Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner 
and Blitzen.
7. “Up Where We Belong”
8. Mulberry leaves
9. Back of the upper arms
10. Ronald Reagan, 69

• The ever-proper Emily 
Post made the following sage 
observation: “Manners are a sen-
sitive awareness of the feelings of 
others. If you have that aware-
ness, you have good manners, no 
matter what fork you use.”

• During the Dark Ages in 
Europe, it was a common belief 
that the soul of the first person 
to be buried in a new graveyard 
would belong to the devil. 

• If you’re planning a trip 

to Washington state anytime 
soon, you might want to head to 
Olympic National Park and take 
the Spruce Railroad Trail up to 
Lake Crescent, a 600-foot deep 
mountain lake. It has a rather 
spooky history, with Bigfoot 
sightings and numerous ac-
counts of ghosts and inexplicable 
sounds in the nearby woods. The 
native Kallam Indians refused to 
fish in the lake for fear of stirring 
up the evil spirits that resided 
there. Lake Crescent also is the 
setting for the Lady of the Lake. 
It seems that in 1940, two local 
fishermen (not afraid of evil 
spirits, it seems) found a body 

there. It turned out to be the 
remains of  Hallie Illingworth, 
a waitress who had disappeared 
in 1937. Her husband had killed 
her, weighted her body and dis-
posed of it in the depths of the 
lake. But it was the cold water 
in those depths that preserved 
the body almost perfectly and 
made identification possible 
three years after her death. 

• Those who study such 
things say that 40 percent of 
all modern Chinese people are 
descended from just three men 
(dubbed “super-grandfathers”) 
during the Neolithic period.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. (c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR

RV Space FOR RENT
3320 S. Briery Rd.

$350 per month  - deposit and 
references required
Call 972-252-4690

Garage Sale in Irving
605 Murl Drive, 75062,

5 file cabinets, cook
ware, patio table/4ch,

books, nick-nacks
11/9/13, Sat. 6 to 6

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS!
I Buy Houses & Apartments

Call Carolyn @ 214-906-2715

Lambs’ Painting & 
Remodeling

Quality work at affordable prices
call 214-730-2684

LEGAL NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking professional 
with at least two years 
front office experience. 

Basic computer skills such as word, and 
excel  a must. 40 hours a week Tuesday 
through Saturday. Professional appear-
ance and excellent & compassionate 
customer service skills required. Call 
972-254-4242 for an appointment.

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:
 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, November 18, 2013, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, December 12, 2013, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC13-0047:  Approx. 15.5 acres at 500 W. Las Colinas Blvd.
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-O (Commercial 
Office), Convention Center, Restaurant and related uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for R-AB 
(Restaurant with attendant accessory use for the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises con-
sumption), Convention Center and related uses to allow the accessory use of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption.
 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Dept. of Development Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.

The application is on file for public review in Department of Development Services at the address 
listed above during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the Depart-
ment at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

four years? Is it going to be a cross-
section of society? Maybe, and it’ll 
run clean, be a healthy pool. Or is it 
going to be everybody who has been 
denied coverage and everyone who 
has been waiting for something like 
this,” Noble said. “Yes, it’s good to 
have coverage, but this won’t be a 
self sustaining creature…the govern-
ment’s job (is) to figure out how they 
absorb that and have taxes in place 
on medical carriers to help fund a 
little bit of that individual exchange.”

This situation arises because 
the fine for not having healthcare is 
currently much lower than the cost of 
insurance, and many healthy people 
who do not regularly use benefits 
might opt out of the pools. For ex-
ample, someone making $30,000 a 
year might be inclined to pay a $300 
fine rather than $1,200 for insurance. 
The government seems to under-
stand this problem, because the fine 
increases to two percent in 2015 and 
2.5 percent in 2016, at which point 
an employee making $30,000 would 
have to pay a $750 fine and may be 
more inclined to pay the extra $450 
instead of receiving nothing at all.

If the individual market is still 
finding its footing, employers are 
scrambling to adopt plans that com-

ply with federal standards. Stipu-
lations like low deductibles and 
employee contributions that do not 
exceed 9.5 percent of their salary 
present multiple targets that compa-
nies have to hit. Smaller companies 
that are not required to provide 
health insurance and whose current 
insurance policies do not comply with 
new standards are strongly consider-
ing dropping coverage altogether.

Their obsolete plans had high 
deductibles and out of pocket maxes 
but reasonable co-pays, and the em-
ployer could afford to pay 100 percent 
of the premiums. Now, employers 
who thought they had a good plan 
have to drop their deductible, caus-
ing their premiums to go up. Com-
pounded on top of regular, yearly 
market increases, Noble said some 
employers will not be able to pay 100 
percent of their new premiums, forc-
ing them to reduce their contribution 
or cease coverage altogether.

“You’re taking an employer’s 
second largest line item, and you’re 
bumping it up 70 percent. That’s 
huge,” Noble said. “So all those under 
50 (employees) sized employers are 
saying, ‘We can drop it and the gov-
ernment can’t slap us on the wrist.’”

Larger employers, who cannot 
just leave their employees to the 
individual marketplace, have been 
working tirelessly with brokers to find 
plans they can afford that also comply 

with federal standards. Although 
many already provide insurance, 
their plans are not rich enough. In 
other words, the employee contribu-
tion is too high, they do not provide 
enough coverage, etc. On one hand, 
they face the same price increases as 
smaller companies – on the other, 
they face thousands of dollars in fines 
per employee, for non-compliance.

“Maybe it won’t sink employers, 
but this is going to sink some, and this 
is going to be a shot across the bow to 
almost all,” Noble said. “A lot of these 
decisions (no matter how) emotional 
(and) political healthcare is to all of 
us, (are) going to come down to a 
financial decision by the employer… 
(They are saying) ‘There’s goodness 
inside this healthcare reform pack-
age,’ they even go, ‘It’s going to be 
expensive for us.’”

In an attempt to make more 
people eligible for benefits, the fed-
eral government has re-defined full-
time employment, only for purposes 
of healthcare, to 30 hours a week, 
but Noble thinks it is more likely that 
employers will simply decrease their 
employees’ hours instead of taking 
on the added cost of offering them 
insurance.

“Twenty-nine point five hours a 
week is going to become a very real 
issue,” he said. “Either your hours are 
cut, or now you have people working 
two different part-time jobs…that’s 

Healthcare
Continued from Page 1

a huge potential future impact of 
healthcare reform.”

Despite its positive impact on 
millions of Americans, Noble sees a 
long road ahead for both employers 
and employees.

“I say to employers all the time, 
‘Before we start, let me tell you this is 

called the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. This says nothing 
about protecting an employer,” Noble 
said. “I think from an employee 
side, healthcare reform can be (ben-
eficial)…because deductibles have to 
come down…and your benefits have 
just been enriched.”

youngsters 
pledge to live 
drug free

Last week Valley Ranch Elemen-
tary students joined the more than 
one thousand 5th and 6th graders 
wore mustaches and pledged to be 
drug free at the State Capitol. Kids 
came from all across the state for the 
16thAnnual Red Ribbon Rally. 

This year’s theme was: “I mus-
tache (must ask) you not to do drugs.” 

After the rally on the capitol 
steps the students headed inside for 
a mock legislative session. During the 
mock session the kids got to debate 
and vote on anti-substance abuse bills 
they drafted earlier in the school year.

Pictured from left to right are 
Valley Ranch Elementary Student 
Council members Mohammad 

Morsy, Arnav Kayshap, Rudra Raval 
and Ashwin Padmanabhan.

Photo by Jennifer Montano
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“As a result of this measure being 
approved, residents of Coppell will 
continue to benefit from first-class 
facilities that help to maintain strong 
property values and a high quality of 
life for the community.”

In the past, the half-cent tax 
has generated funding for the City’s 
parks and recreation department, but 
voters will decide if the tax could pay 
for other City services. The tax could 
generate more than $7 million.

A half-cent committee has sug-
gested a number of new projects 
for the revenue, including Andrew 
Brown park redevelopment, Cozby 
library expansion, greenspace addi-
tions, a fire safety education building 
and park and sport amenity devel-

opments. All of the projects would 
have to first be approved by the City 
Council.

Already the tax, which was first 
voted on and established in 1996, has 
paid for an aquatic center, Wagon 
Wheel park improvements, a tennis 
center and improvements to the city’s 
hike and bike trail system. 

Extending the CRDC tax will not 
pose a hike in property or sales taxes 
to residents. 

About 65 percent of the tax 
comes from industrial businesses 
in Coppell, while the remaining 35 
percent comes mostly from visitors 
eating out and shopping in the city.
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$5
 plus tax
Large pizza

 

PIZZA KING
1711 West Irving Blvd., Behind the PLS

Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
972-253-3333

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Elvis Back to the Movies 
November 8 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Elvis Blue Christmas Party
Dec. 13 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Plan your holidays now
Host your holiday party at Glory House 

or order catering to your home or business or venue 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079

IN GOD WE TRUST

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

THANK YOU, VETERANS!

Order holiday pies 
thru November 25
Order holiday pies 
thru November 25

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

✤Pecan  ✤Pumpkin  ✤Pineapple Cream Cheese
and many more!

SUGAR-FREE PIES ALSO AVAILABLE!

✤ Coconut Meringue ✤ Lemon Meringue ✤Apple  

LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

“Small businesses, manufac-
turers, the energy industry, the 
conservation community, farmers 
and ranchers, agriculture, all came 
together very, very strongly,” said 
House Speaker Joe Straus (R-San 
Antonio), speaking at an Austin 
watch party.

“The people of Texas today 
validated our good work with an over-
whelming vote of support,” he added.

In Dallas County, between 

62,000 and 68,000 people cast a 
vote in the proposition elections.

Other amendments approved 
included:

1: Authorizing the legislature to 
give property tax exemptions to the 
spouses of veterans.

2: Eliminating the state require-
ment that created the now-obsolete 
State Medical Education Board and 
State Medical Education Fund.

3: Extending the tax exemption 
period for storing aircraft parts in 
Texas.

4: Authorizing the legislature to 
give some property tax exemptions 

for residences donated to partially 
disabled veterans or their spouses.

5: Authorizing reverse mortgage 
loans.

7: Giving home-rule municipali-
ties the ability to choose how to fill 
city council vacancies if those posts 
have less than 12 months in the term.

8: Repealing a constitutional 
provision that allowed a hospital dis-
trict to be created in Hidalgo County.

9: Letting the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct expand 
disciplinary actions against a judge or 
justice after a formal hearing.

Election
Continued from Page 1

By Phil Cerroni
In the weeks leading up to the 

Texas election on Nov. 5, the state’s 
new voter ID law came under close 
scrutiny from groups who said it 
generally discouraged voting and 
discriminated against certain de-
mographics including the elderly 
and minorities. With early voting 
concluded, Texas Secretary of State 
and Chief Voting Official, John Steen, 
came to Dallas to assure voters that 
nothing is farther from the truth, and 
everyone who wants to vote has been 
and will be able to cast a ballot.

Of the 317,152 early voters, the 
largest turnout in the past four years, 
no one was turned away from the 
polls or obligated to vote provision-
ally. 

A voter casts a provisional bal-
lot when they either do not have an 
approved photo ID with them, or 
the name on their approved ID is 
not “substantially similar” to their 
identification in the voter registry. 
Under these circumstances, they are 
allowed to vote but must rectify the 
discrepancy with the county voter 
registrar within six days of the elec-
tion (seven days this year because of 
Veterans Day).

There have been concerns that 
some women will be turned away 
from polls because their maiden 
name is on the voter registry or they 
use it, in lieu of their middle name, 
on their photo ID. In order to avoid 
friction, Steen said poll workers 
have been given the autonomy to 
decide what constitutes “substantial 
similarity.” 

“We want everybody to vote, so 
the poll workers have been told to 
err on the side of the voter,” he said. 
“The poll workers can take in the 
totality of the circumstances, and 
what I mean by that is that they’re 
looking at something where they 
can compare addresses; they can 
compare birthdates. So even if the 
names were a little bit off they could 
still make the decision that they’re 
substantially similar and allow that 
person to vote.”

If this occurs, voters will have 
to initial a box confirming they are 
who they claim to be. This is the 
infamous affidavit. If voters want 
to correct the discrepancy, there are 
forms at the polling places they can 
use, or they can visit votetexas.gov 
and change their name in the voter 
registry to match whichever ID they 
intend to use. 

“But if you don’t want to do 
that, you can continue to vote from 
now on, but each time you vote you 
would have to initial the box just to 
confirm that you’re the same person,” 
Steen said.

Other criticism of the state’s new 
voter ID law involves people who do 
not have an acceptable ID and cannot 
conveniently get to a DPS office in 
order to procure an Election Identi-
fication Certificate (EIC). Steen said 
that only 104 EICs have been issued, 
according to the latest numbers from 
DPS, and the majority of the over 
1,000 applicants already had an 
acceptable form of ID. He also said 
that, as the state rolled out the voter 
ID program, it opened 50 DPS offices 

on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with the sole purpose of issuing EICs 
and worked with local voting officials 
to find out which neighborhoods 
would have the greatest difficulty 
getting to the DPS. They dispatched 
mobile units to these areas to issue 
the certifications. 

Furthermore, in the roughly 
80 counties in Texas without a DPS 
office, county officials were sup-
plied and trained on equipment, so 
they could issue EICs at the county 
courthouse. All EICs regardless of 
the acquisition method are provided 
free of charge.

The elderly and disabled are still 
able to vote by mail, without a photo 
ID, under the same rules that previ-
ously governed that process.

Voter ID law did not stall election process

parks tax
Continued from Page 1


