
Finalist 
chosen 
to lead 
Irving ISD 

The Irving Independent School 
District (ISD) Board of Trustees, 
at a special-called meeting on Nov. 
21, named Dr. Jose L. Parra as its 
Lone Finalist for Superintendent of 
Schools. 

The district now enters the state-
required 21 day waiting period prior 
to offering Par-
ra a contract. It 
is anticipated 
that a contract 
will be execut-
ed on Decem-
ber 12 and that 
Dr. Parra will 
begin service 
in January of 
2014.

“Dr. Parra stood out as a fan-
tastic candidate,” said Dr. Steven 
Jones, president of the Irving ISD 
school board. “Dr. Parra is a student-
focused, visionary leader with high 
academic standards and expecta-
tions. Everything he does is for the 
benefit of his students.” Members 
of the Irving ISD Board of Trustees 
visited Lockhart ISD where Parra is 
in his sixth year as superintendent. 
“After visiting with teachers, prin-
cipals, coaches, school board and 
community members, it is apparent 
that Dr. Parra is a special man, and 
judging from the tears, the Lockhart 
community is very sad to see him go.”

Raised in New Braunfels, Texas, 
Dr. Parra is a graduate of Canyon 
High School in the Comal ISD. He 
earned bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in English from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio, administra-
tive certification from Trinity Univer-
sity in San Antonio, and a doctorate 
in Educational Administration from 
Columbia University in New York. 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

DEC. 6
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
 

All Free! IrvingArtsCenter.com
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062
(972) 252-7558
Open 7 days a week • Free parking

Celebrate Christmas traditions of Santa photo ops • A wonderland of decorated trees and student 
art • Performers, holiday art projects, and sculpture garden train 
rides • Refreshments • Free concert at 7:30 p.m. – Mariachi los 
Camperos de Nati Cano

November 23, 2013 50¢

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Dr. Jose L. Parra

Shots plunge Americans 
into living nightmare on Elm Street
By Jess Paniszczyn

Streets along downtown Dallas were lined with crowds hoping to catch a 
glimpse of the President and First Lady. On that Friday, more than one 
youngster was missing school and more than a few employees were already 

concocting excuses as to why their lunch hour had run long, but really, how 
many chances do you get to see the President? 

Traveling in the second car of the Presidential procession, Texas Governor 
John Connally and, his wife, Nellie, were riding with President and Jackie Ken-

 By Jess Paniszczyn
An unassuming one story home in a quiet 

Irving neighborhood, the home once owned by 
Ruth Paine was the scene of police activity the 
afternoon of Nov. 22, 1963 hours after the death 
of President John F. Kennedy, and it has been 
the object of curiosity ever since.

Through careful reconstruction and at-
tention to detail, the City of Irving created the 
Ruth Paine House Museum to give visitors a 
glimpse into history. Using Paine family photos, 
vintage items, storyboards and projections of 
actors reenacting snippets of the lives of those 

involved in the house in their own words, the 
1,250-square-foot home reflects the mood and 
events of that fateful day. 

Ruth Paine recently visited the home she 
and her family once shared with Marina Oswald 
and her children. Marina’s husband, Lee, lived 
and worked in Dallas often visiting his family 
on the weekends. 

We know 
everything . . .  
except what 
actually happened
Dallas historian, 
JFK researcher opens 
assassination discussion 
to community
By Angie Timmons-Hanselka

On Nov. 22, 1963, one eight-year-old 
boy’s life changed forever.

That boy was Jerry Dealey – yes, 
of that Dealey family. The great grand-
nephew of George Bannerman Dealey, The 
Dallas Morning News founder for whom 
Dealey Plaza in Dallas was named, Jerry 
was just a schoolboy living in Denver at 
the time of President John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination.

From that point on, the JFK assas-
sination pervaded Dealey’s life.

“It was thrust upon me when the 
fourth and fifth graders started picking on 
me because my name was Dealey and I was 
from Dallas,” Dealey said Thursday night 
at W.T. Cozby Public Library in Coppell, 
where he was invited to speak to members 
of the community.

Following the Kennedy assassina-

REMEMBERING JFK

Ruth Paine returns to her former home, 
discusses a dark day in history

50 YEARS lAtER

See PARRA, Page 10See DEALEY, Page 4See PAINE, Page 4

Followed by cameramen and reporters, Ruth Paine visits the home she and her daughter once shared with Marina 
Oswald and her children. The house has recently been refurbished and opened as a museum.  / Photo by John Starkey

  Photo by
Victor Hugo King

See KENNEDY, Page 9

By Angie Timmons-Hanselka
Questions and concerns voiced 

by Irving citizens and business own-
ers regarding proposed Heritage 
Crossing redevelopment were heard 
at City Hall, following a presentation 
by City representatives and develop-
ment firm Gateway Planning on 
Nov. 14.

Safety, bike lanes and the impact 
redevelopment of the Heritage Cross-
ing area will have on businesses in 

the corridor were among the chief 
concerns posed at the presentation.

“I just want to know, where is the 
light at the end of the tunnel?” asked 
Angie Franco, owner of Encanto Cake 
Shop, a bakery located on East Irving 
Boulevard. 

Franco’s concern was echoed 
by Evelyn Moore, who owns Angels 
& Moore on West Irving Boulevard. 
Moore asked how long the proposed 

Heritage Crossing meeting addresses 
concerns of citizens, business owners

See HERITAGE, Page 2

Mapping out the future, Gateway Planning representatives use photos of the Heritage 
Crossing District to discuss proposed improvements to the area. / Photo by Angie Timmons-Hanselka

Replica of Air Force One lets visitors relive history . . . . .PAGE 3
Irving nurse at Parkland tells her story . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PAGE 6
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Heritage Crossing.”
Nelson showed examples of 

other cities he worked with, cities in 
which smaller roads were structured 
to efficiently move a large number 
of cars. He also suggested the idea 
of an “urban canopy” structured in 
such a way that passerby can still 
see businesses. At night, he pointed 
out, lighted trees can become part of 
a city’s structural identity.

“Street design is all about trad-
eoffs,” Nelson said.

Some of the existing problems 
Nelson identified were missing 
sidewalks in certain parts of the 
district; minimal pedestrian buffers; 
no comfortable bike lane facility; 
fast-moving vehicular traffic and 
excessive width and capacity for au-
tomobile traffic. Gateway Planners 
presented a number of case studies 
where changes in transportation 
made significant differences in traf-
fic flow and storefront visibility in 
nearby cities like Duncanville and 
Roanoke. One precedent Gateway 
Planners presented is in Boulder, 
Colo., where curb-separated bike 
lanes allow bikers to safely traverse 
downtown or urban areas.

In an interview the day follow-
ing the schematic meeting, Kass said 
community feedback overwhelm-
ingly requested bike lanes through-
out downtown Irving. According to 
the Gateway associates present, new 
laws require city redevelopment ef-
forts include bike lanes.

Lonberger, the zoning expert 
for Gateway, envisioned a mixed-use 
development for parts of Heritage 
Crossing, and even multi-level com-
mercial buildings. He suggested 
incorporating town homes and per-
haps new building types, like manor 
houses or duplexes, to fill in the 
neighborhood.

“We really want to focus on how 
does the building relate to the street,” 
Lonberger said.

Next fall, Irving anticipates the 
construction on nearby SH-183 will 
mean traffic overflow onto Irving 
Boulevard. Several meeting attend-
ees expressed concern that the traf-
fic overflow from such construction 
projects would impede progress on 
the Heritage Crossing development. 
Kass shared his understanding that 
road work on SH-183 will likely begin 
next fall. Further, he added that the 

Texas Department of Transportation 
has been part of the Irving redevelop-
ment process from the beginning, 
and TxDOT is involved in weekly or 
biweekly sessions regarding Irving’s 
downtown redevelopment.

More questions regarding the 
Trinity Railway Express (TRE) sta-
tion remain, including how the City 
would entice rail riders to shop at the 
nearby, local shops. Polikov said the 
TRE component is one his group has 
yet to examine, but Kass admitted he 
loves the idea that Irving Boulevard 
runs basically parallel to the TRE line.

“That is an integral piece,” Kass 
said.

Because the City, should elected 
representatives decide to fund the 
Heritage Crossing project, must wait 
for planning and pre-development 
plans to come together, Kass said 
he does not foresee breaking ground 
on Heritage Crossing until spring or 
summer 2015. Between now and then 
Gateway must complete schematics 
and recommendations before the 
City brings in engineers to enact the 
plan. A City budget dedicated to this 
project will be more established once 
engineers are engaged in the project.

The Aging Child with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder
Nov. 23, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Attendees at the Brent Woodall Foundation 
(3021 Gateway Dr., Irving) will learn how 
to recognize stress and how it “works” from 
social, physiological and psychological, and 
familial perspectives. For more information, 
visit woodallkids.org. Free.

The Nutcracker: Texas Ballet Theater
Nov. 29 to Dec. 29

This classic story tells the tale of a young girl, 
Clara, who receives a nutcracker and goes 
on a magical journey to discover the Land 
of Snow and Kingdom of Sweets alongside 
her Nutcracker Prince. Windspear Opera 
House: Nov. 29 to Dec. 8, Bass Performance 
Hall: Dec. 13 to Dec 27. For tickets or more 
information, call 877-828-9200.

“Dallas in the 1960s” panel discussion
Nov. 30, 2 p.m.

The Old Red Museum’s (100 South Houston 
St., Dallas, 75202) will assess the legacy 
of Erik Jonsson and Dallas in the 1960s, 
featuring a moderator and individuals who 
knew and worked with Jonsson.

Small Business Saturday
Nov. 30

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of 
Commerce encourages the public to shop in 
small businesses on the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving. 

¡Navidad Latinoamericana! 
Christmas Traditions of Latin America 
December 1-31

The 21st Annual Holiday Exhibition and 
Tree Decorating Competition transforms 
the Irving Arts Center’s Main Gallery into 
a holiday wonderland filled with festive 
trees decorated by Irving parent-teacher 
organizations and beautiful artwork by IISD 
elementary students. The trees compete for 
cash prizes and bragging rights.

The Nutcracker
Dec. 1, 1:30 p.m.

Momentum Dance Company presents the 
Nutcracker with lively choreography by 
Jacquelyn Ralls Forcher. $25-25. Carpenter 
Hall, Irving Arts Center.

Archery Clinic: 
Dec. 3, 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The Irving Police Athletic/Activities League 
(IPAL) is offering a free archery clinic at IPAL 
(1550 Rock Island Rd.). The clinic is for ages 
10-18 with no registration required but 
parents must sign a waiver. Participants may 
attend one or all clinics.

Reception for How did I get here? 
Dec. 4, 7:40 p.m. to 9 p.m.

North Lake College presents (How did I 
get here?), the 2013 Student Photography 
Exhibition, through Dec. 5 in the Central 
Campus Gallery. Featuring art from over 3o 

students. For more information, contact NLC 
Arts & Technology at 972-273-3450.

Holiday/Christmas Traditions of Latin 
America 
Dec. 5, 10 a.m.

Irving Public Library joins the Irving 
Arts Center to present a lively story 
time that combines art and children’s 
literature. December celebrates ¡Navidad 
Latinoamerica! Following the story, kids 
can make an art project to take home. All 
supplies provided. To pre-register groups, 
call 972-252-2787. Free. Suite 200, Irving 
Arts Center.

Annual Holiday Open House 
Dec. 6, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Navidad Latinoamericana at The Irving Arts 
Center — A Celebration of the Christmas 
Traditions of Latin America. Meet Santa 
Claus for a photo op and wander through a 
forest of decorated trees in the Main Gallery, 
with art work by Irving ISD elementary 
students,  Irving resident Pastor Garcia, 
Clotilde Espinosa and Raúl Colón. Enjoy a 
train ride on the Aztec Eagle in the Sculpture 
Garden and a free evening performance 
of Fiesta Navidad! Featuring the Grammy 
Award-winning Mariachi Los Camperos de 
Nati Cano. Free. Irving Arts Center.

BUGS- Good, Bad, Ugly;
Dec. 7. 10:30 a.m. to Noon

Learn how to recognize helpful garden 
insects and attract them to your yard. Free. 
Training Room, Fire Station 3 (133 Parkway 
Blvd., Coppell)/

Family Funday, Greeting Card 
Workshop, Photos with Santa 
Dec. 7, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Heat up the holidays by celebrating ¡Navidad 
Latinoamerica! Stroll through the galleries 
filled with colorful art and decorated trees. 
Create Christmas cards with Irving Art 
Association, make holiday crafts inspired by 
Latin American traditions and snap photos 
as your child meets Santa Claus. All supplies 
provided. Free. Irving Arts Center.

The Nutcracker 
Dec. 7 & 8

Under the direction of former professional 
dancer Lisa Slagle, this full production 
features professional guest artists and Ballet 
Ensemble of Texas dancers, many of whom 
are national scholarship winners. 12/7at 
2:30 & 7:30 p.m.; 12/8 at 2:30 & 6:00 p.m. 
$21-26. Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center.

Blue Christmas Chili Cookoff and 
Holiday Extravaganza
Dec. 7, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Irving’s Holiday Extravaganza will with the 
annual Irving Police & Fire Blue Christmas 
Chili Cookoff in Heritage Park. The Holiday 
Parade will begin at 4 p.m. 
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

redevelopment would affect her 
business by customers simply having 
access to her front door.

Kevin Kass, Irving’s Develop-
ment Services Redevelopment and 
TIF Administrator, said a phased ap-
proach to the corridor’s development 
would lessen the impact on busi-
nesses. By using this method any one 
business would not be affected for the 
entire duration of redevelopment, 
and other measures – such as signage 
– can be pursued to keep passing traf-
fic informed of open businesses. Kass 
said the City is sensitive to residential 
and commercial concerns.

“We’re talking about putting 
a road right down the middle of 
people’s lives,” he said.

According to the city’s website, 
the redevelopment area is made up 
of nearly 48 acres of the 640-acre 
area known as Heritage Crossing. 
The district is bound by West Pioneer 
Dr., Britain Rd., Shady Grove Rd. 
and MacArthur Blvd. Of the acreage 
aggregated for redevelopment, 38 
are gathered into 15 redevelopment 
sites located in the Irving Boulevard/
Second Street corridor and along 
Delaware Creek.

Kass opened the meeting with 
the reminder that the City has not yet 
identified funding for the project. The 
City, in conjunction with the Heritage 
District Neighborhood Association 
and Heritage Crossing Merchants 
Alliance, will hold two more com-
munity presentations in December to 
gather feedback on the project. The 
meetings will be similar to the Nov. 14 
meeting due to the focus on ongoing 
schematic design work. Those meet-

ings will be held in the City Council 
Chamber from 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 10, 
and in the City Hall foyer area from 
9 a.m. to noon Dec. 11.

Scott Polikov, Principal and 
President of Gateway Planning, 
was accompanied by Gateway Vice 
President Jeremy Nelson and Vice 
President and Principal Brad Lon-
berger. Gateway is currently under 
contract for planning the second 
phase of Heritage Crossing develop-
ment, for which the City has paid the 
firm $132,000, Kevin Kass confirmed 
the day following the schematic 
meeting. This project phase, Kass 
hopes, will wrap up in January and 
include aspects like design work on 
the boulevard and zoning. 

Much of the evening’s focus 
centered around transportation is-
sues and bike lanes. Nelson, whose 
online portfolio includes about 10 
years of experience working with 
cities to transform their bike and 
traffic lanes, stated that his initial 
impression of the Heritage Crossing 
redevelopment projects a catalytic 
opportunity for growth and reinvest-
ment in the community.

“I believe what’s there (does not) 
undermine what this community 
is,” Nelson said. “And nothing we’re 
proposing is intended to make traffic 
worse.”

Nelson’s suggestion is to rede-
velop existing streets in the Heritage 
Crossing/Second street Corridor to 
better funnel traffic. 

“The road is not helping us 
achieve any of our goals,” he said.

Polikov agreed with his associ-
ate.

“The reinvention of major road-
ways spurs growth in other cities,” 
Polikov said. “I think there’s invest-
ment waiting to be made here at 

Heritage
Continued from Page 1
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We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!

Las Colinas Pharmacy
(972) 580-1814

6420 N MacArthur Blvd #100, 
Irving, TX 75039

Bill Hooten Insurance
(972) 409-9940

400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211,
Irving TX, 75039

Rambler Newspapers
(972) 870-1992

627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS

Irving Sunrise Rotary has 
proclaimed November to be 

Grapefruit month and is selling 
the fruit to raise funds for their 

charitable programs.
Contact any of the following 
individuals or companies to 

order your grapefruit!
LasColinas Pharmacy

(972) 580-1814 
4835 O Connor Ridge Blvd.  

Irving, TX 75062
Bill Hooten Insurance

(972) 409-9940
400 E Royal Ln, Ste 211, 

Irving TX, 75039
Irving Rambler

(972) 870-1992
627 S. Rogers, Irving TX 75060

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS

LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

Replica of JFK’s 
Air Force One 
lets visitors 
relive history
By Sissy Courtney

Sights and sounds inside the 
mockup of President John F. Ken-
nedy’s Air Force One take visitors to 
Frontiers of Flight Museum back 50 
years to the afternoon JFK was assas-
sinated on Fri., Nov. 22, 1963. The Air 
Force One replica is created from the 
fuselage section of an actual Boeing 
707, similar to the VC-137C aircraft 
number 26000 that became the first 
jet-powered Air Force One in 1962. 

“When Kennedy took office, the 
presidential airplane was still the 
four-engine Lockheed Constellation 
Columbine Three, a piston engine 
airplane that President Eisenhower 
flew in,” said Museum Director Bruce 
Bleakley. “JFK decided that Air Force 
One should be a jet powered airplane. 
Just about the time that the Bowing 
707 had entered commercial service, 
they took the Boeing 707 design and 
made it into what would become Air 
Force One.

“The fuselage section that we 
have here is from a Boeing 707, and 
… they’ve taken the first 47 or 48 feet 
back from the nose of the airplane,” 
Bleakley said. “All the things that 
are interesting to people aboard Air 
Force One are actually in the back of 
the real airplane – the presidential 
stateroom, the bedroom, the staff as-
sistants’ station. In the forward part 
of the (actual) airplane is airline-like 
seating for the staff, media, and all 
the aides that accompany the presi-
dent on a trip like that.

“They compressed all the inter-
esting parts into the forward part of 
the airplane,” Bleakley said. “Each of 
the compartments is also compressed 
smaller than the actual so they have 
room to show it all, but you get the 
experience and feel for what you are 
looking at.”

The 47-foot fuselage section 
features representations of the crew 
seating area, the presidential state-
room, and the compartment where 
Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ) took the 
oath of office, becoming the only 
president to do so aboard an air-
plane. The mock-up also includes an 
accurate and detailed re-creation of 
the aircraft’s cockpit as it was when 
Col. James Swindal and his crew flew 
President Kennedy to Dallas.

The flight deck has seats for the 
pilot and a copilot, a flight engineer, 
and a jump seat for someone to 
ride along. Visitors can hear actual 
recordings of radio traffic that came 
in and out of Air Force One that day.

The representation of the com-
munications station is about one-
third the actual size, but everything 
used is 1960’s vintage. Visitors hear 
the actual radio chatter recorded 
when Lyndon B. and Lady Bird John-
son telephoned Rose Kennedy, JFK’s 
mother, to tell her about her son’s 
death and to offer their condolences. 

The mockup’s telephones have 

push buttons similar to the ones they 
would have used. Included is the Red 
Telephone which JFK and Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev had agreed 
upon as a quick way to get in touch 
with each other so they wouldn’t ac-
cidentally start World War III.

Inside the representation of the 
bedroom, a 1962 RCA Victor Black 
and White television with its original 
tube is hooked up to a DVD player 
that loops Channel Four’s coverage 
of Kennedy’s arrival on Nov. 22. A 
recreation of Jackie’s pink outfit with 
her red bouquet of roses is also in the 
bedroom.

The morning of Nov. 22, 1962, 
LBJ along with his wife and entou-
rage flew into Love Field aboard Air 
Force Two. 

“When the president was de-
clared dead at 1 p.m., they withheld 
public notification until about a half 
hour later because they wanted to get 
Lyndon Johnson as acting president 
back to Love Field and Air Force One 
while they were trying to sort things 
out as to what they were going to do,” 
Bleakley said. “If you read the book 
Killing Kennedy by Bill O’Reilly and 
a couple of other accounts, Johnson 
came into this bedroom and sprawled 
out on the bed just for a minute, and 
then he got up and went over to a 
telephone and called Bobby Kennedy 
to tell him that his brother had been 
shot and also asked him for advice on 
the wording of the oath of office and 
where he thought Johnson should 
take the oath – wait until he got back 
to DC or what. There is some con-
troversy as to what they said to each 
other because that was not recorded. 

“LBJ and Lady Bird got back 
here about 1:45 p.m.,” Bleakley said. 
“At 2:15 the rest of the presidential 
entourage with Jackie, the casket 
with the president, the rest of the 
Secret Service, the aides and so forth 
arrived. They decided not to put the 
casket in the hold but to put it in the 
cargo compartment. They had to 
find a casket in a real hurry. I believe 
it was from O’Neal’s Funeral Home 
close to Parkland. It was a nice bronze 
casket, and it was heavy. 

“They were having to manhan-
dle the casket up the stairs into this 
fairly narrow door of the airplane, 
and prior to that they realized they 
needed to take out a couple of rows 
of seats and a small bulkhead so that 
the casket would fit,” Bleakley said. 
“They had to break the handles off 

the casket so that it would go through 
the opening.

“To get away from it all for a 
minute, Jackie went back to the bed-
room and was distressed to find LBJ, 
Lady Bird and a couple of the staff 
people in there,” Bleakley said. “They 
left, and she sat down and smoked a 
cigarette. She was a chain smoker, 
smoking three packs a day. The stew-
ard offered her one of the Air Force 
One towels to clean the right side of 
her suit but she declined to do that.

“Meanwhile, LBJ is telling ev-
erybody to find Judge Sara Hughes 
who he had appointed to the bench,” 
Bleakley said. “She was a longtime 
family friend of the Johnsons’. In the 
stateroom, forward of the bedroom 
is where the swearing in took place 
at 2:38 p.m. Cecil Stoughton, the 
White House photographer, stood 
on a couch to photograph the event. 
At 2:47 p.m., Air Force One lifted off 
to go back to Andrews Air Force Base 
near Washington D.C.”

Bleakley said the mockup was 
created by Jim Warlick of America 
Presidential Experience and that 
Warlick thought it fitting that the 
display be at Love Field for the 50th 
anniversary of JFK’s assassination. 
JFK’s real Air Force One is in a han-
gar at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Ohio.

Admission prices are $10 for 
museum members, $12 for non-
members and $7 for children 3-17. 
Children under three are admitted 
free. Regular prices apply for mu-
seum admission only. The Frontiers 
of Flight Museum is at 6911 Lemmon 
Ave, Dallas.

REMEMBERING JFK

In the replica of Air Force One’s bedroom, a 1962 RCA Victor Black and White TV loops 
Channel Four’s coverage of Kennedy’s arrival at Love Field on Nov. 22, l963. A recreation 
of Jackie’s pink outfit with her red bouquet of roses is in the bedroom along with other 
memorabilia. / Photo by Sissy Courtney
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“(The museum) is stagger-
ing,” Paine said. “The whole idea: 
I couldn’t get my head around it at 
first. I think it has been done remark-
ably well.

“I have mixed memories of this 
house. It was a great place for little 
kids. It has a good yard. You can walk 
right out into the yard. It was easy to 
have toddlers here. I lived here after 
the assassination for a while. It is a 
good house.

“What stands out regarding the 
assassination is the grief, because the 
sense of loss was huge and so wide-
spread. I felt it, but everybody felt it. 
So that colored all the injuries and 
what happened next, and it was kind 
of Grand Central Station for a while.  

“This brings it all back, and it is 
painful to see it all again. It surprised 
me that there would be this much 
interest in the house itself. I don’t 
think of the house as having been 
historically enmeshed, but I guess it 
was. Sure, it is painful to come back,” 
she said.

Before the grief of the assas-
sination, that morning began like 
any other. 

“On the morning of Nov. 22, I 
had a dental appointment for my 
daughter, and we got up and got 
breakfast and so on,” Paine said. “I 
noticed that Lee who had unexpect-
edly spent the night that Thursday 

night here had already left for his ride 
with Buell Frazier. He left a coffee cup 
in the sink that’s how I knew. And 
then I turned on the television to see 
the President and his wife arrive in 
Ft. Worth. That was interesting and 
I watched as long as I could before I 
had to leave to go to the dentist. 

“One of the astonishing things 
I remember is the President and his 
wife were a little bit late coming to 
the breakfast where he was to speak. 
He had such a wonderful humor. He 
said, implying ‘it takes a little longer 
for Jackie to get ready, but she looks 
so much better than I do.’ That was 
the idea.

“But the newsperson waiting for 
them to come talked about the assas-

from Braniff Airways after more than 
20 years of service. Helen was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Bill 
Newlon; siblings, Harold Garrison, 
Raymond Garrison, Mildred Will, 
Robert Garrison, Richard Garrison 
and Billy Garrison. Survivors: daugh-
ter, Debbie Mikusek and husband, 
John; grandchildren, Cali, Matthew, 
and Jeffrey Mikusek; brother, J. R. 
Garrison; and loving friends.

 LaVerne Weilert
LaVerne Weilert, 86, of Dal-

las, a former long-time resident of 
Irving, died Thursday, November 21, 
2013, in Dallas. Born July 31, 1927 
in Waco, Texas, she married Gordon 
H. Weilert June 1, 1946 in Rochester, 
New York. He preceded her in death 
April 4, 1992. She lived in Irving from 
1950 until 2003. She was active in 
the Irving community, serving as a 
volunteer at Irving Cares, Meals on 
Wheels, and the hospital Auxiliary 
at Baylor Medical Center in Irving.  
She was a forty-year member of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church. Survived by 
daughters, Linda Patterson Shortreed 
and her husband Ken Shortreed of 
Houston, and Barbara Dildine and 
husband Larry of Plano; a son, Tom 
Weilert and wife De Anna of Dallas; 
eight grandchildren; and four great 
grandchildren. A rosary and visitation 
was held Friday, November 22, 2013 
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 
Chapel, 606 West Airport Freeway. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
11:00 a.m. Saturday at Saint Monica’s 
Catholic Church, 9933 Midway Road 
in Dallas. Burial will follow at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving. 
In lieu of flowers memorials may be 
made to the Catholic Foundation for 
Catholic charities.

Ted Moellering
Ted Moellering of Irving passed 

away November 16, 2013. He was 
born on January 20, 1926 in Corpus 
Christi, Texas to Otto and Annie 
Moellering. He is preceded in death 

by his parents 
and first wife, 
Margaret Moel-
lering. Survi-
vors include 
wife Wynema 
Moellering of 
Irving; sons Ted 
Mollering, Jr. 

and Eric Moellering; granddaughter 
Laura Eicholtz and husband Karl; 
granddaughter Jane Moellering; 
and two great-grandsons. He is also 
survived by David Woodham; Jacque 
and Jeff Saller; Janet and Jim Allen; 
Bill Brasch; 9 grandsons and 2 great-
grandsons. Ted was an Irving resident 
for 21 years and was previously of 
Grand Prairie. He retired from The 
Social Security Administration after 
20 years of service. Ted served as 
a US Navy Corpsman in WWII in 
Saipan and later served in The Korean 
Conflict. In 1979 he retired from the 
US Marine Corp. as a Colonel. He 
was a lifetime member of Military 
Order of The World Wars; lifetime 
member of The 2nd Marine Division 
Organization; lifetime member of the 
Marine Corp League; and member 
of Plymouth Park United Methodist 
Church. He also served as a DFW 
Ambassador. Committal service with 
military honors was held at DFW 
National Cemetery at 10:15 AM on 
November 21, 2013 along with a 
memorial service at 1:00 PM at Plym-
outh Park United Methodist Church 
where Dr. William LaBarr officiated. 
Arrangements made especially for the 

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Jackie Spruce
2-26-1925 to 11-15-2013
Tonja Denney
12-31-1962 to 11-18-2013
Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home, 972-259-7644
Stephen Dewayne Maxwell
December 21, 1983 - November 14, 2013
Charles Ferrel Tucker, Sr.
March 19, 1936 - November 17, 2013
Dunham F. Taggart
June 9, 1920 - November 17, 2013
Irene I. Allen
June 14, 1920 - November 14, 2013
 Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Charles M. Little
May 8, 1941 – November 14, 2013
Royce Carl Wilcox
July 26, 1923 – November 14, 2013
Thomas Brown “Tom” Heath
July 23, 1926 – November 17, 2013
Sylvia Medrano Ortiz
April 23, 1952 – November 20, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Moellering family by Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home.

Helen Garrison Newlon
Helen Garrison Newlon, 88, 

passed away peacefully Sunday, No-
vember 17, 2013. Graveside Service 
was held at 11:00 A.M. Thursday, 

November 21, 
2013 at Azlel 
and Memorial 
Park. Visita-
tion was held 
at 9:30 A.M. 
to 10:30 A.M. 
Thursday at 
White’s Azle 

Funeral Home. Helen was born May 
28, 1925 in Highwood, Illinois to For-
rest and Bernice Garrison. She retired 

Paine
Continued from Page 1

tion, national sentiment toward 
the City of Dallas was negative, and 
the people of Dallas were subject to 
much prejudice, Dealey said in a pre-
event interview with The Rambler. 
On a personal level, he said being a 
member of the Dealey family was a 
pro-con situation: on one hand, he 
was associated with the iconic Dallas 
family (though he jokes he’s from the 
“poor side” of the family), but on the 
other hand, his name was dragged 
through the mud because the name 
Dealey would always be associated 
with the tragedy that shocked the 
world.

Now an insurance agent in Car-
rollton, Dealey has dedicated his life 
to Dallas history, including authoring 
a written history of Dealey Plaza, Dal-
las, the Dealey family and the Dallas 
Morning-News called “D in the Heart 
of Texas.” He conducts private tours 
of the JFK assassination site, stays ac-
tively involved in the Dallas Histori-
cal Society, attends JFK assassination 
conferences annually and serves as a 
moderator on the JFK Assassination 
Research site www.JFKLancer.com.

Jennifer Franz, Public Ser-
vices Librarian at the Cozby library, 
said she invited Dealey to speak on 
Thursday night because she wanted 
to recognize the upcoming 50th an-
niversary of the assassination. 

“I wanted to get someone to 
come talk about JFK that didn’t have 
an agenda,” she said. 

“Libraries are all about keep-
ing relevant with society and with 
seeking knowledge in all its sources. 
A program like this, when so much 
discussion this fall is about the legacy 
of JFK and how his assassination 
changed Dallas and the United 
States, is perfect for both,” Franz said 
in an earlier interview.

Prior to Dealey’s presentation, 
members of the crowd reminisced 
about where they were when they 
learned Kennedy had been assas-
sinated and shared their own theo-
ries about what happened. During 
Dealey’s presentation, he explained 

that he’s a “fencer,” meaning he 
straddles the line between the “Lone 
Nut” theory that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was the lone shooter from the Texas 
School Book Depository and other 
theories that suggest conspiracy. He’s 
studied the assassination for so long, 
he said, that he knows “everything 
about the assassination except what 
really happened.

“Every time I come to a conclu-
sion, I learn something new,” he 
explained. 

Dealey’s presentation detailed 
the logistics an assassin would have 
to consider in order to kill the presi-
dent of the United States during the 
14-mile motorcade that commenced 
at Love Airport and was slated to end 
at the Trade Building. He also identi-
fied the other buildings surrounding 
Dealey Plaza: a federal building 
across the plaza from the Book De-
pository, and three country buildings. 
All of these buildings, he said, would 
have had law enforcement presence 
on any given day, and would not have 
been easily accessed by someone 
carrying weapons. Dealey presented 
a floor-by-floor analysis of the Book 
Depository, including the sixth floor 
where the sniper’s nest was discov-
ered and a crawl space above the 
seventh floor. He showed pictures 
of Oswald’s rented room at 1026 N. 
Beckley in Oak Cliff, where Oswald 
stopped briefly before proceeding on 
foot through Oak Cliff and allegedly 
encountering and murdering Dallas 
Police officer J.D. Tippit.

When asked why the JFK assas-
sination case has never been put to 
rest, Dealey cited chain of evidence 
issues throughout the case, includ-
ing the positioning and possible 
re-positioning of shell casings found 
at the Book Depository sniper’s nest 
and withholding of fingerprint evi-
dence from the rifle that was found 
hidden on the sixth floor. As far as 
the numerous conspiracy theories 
that surround the JFK assassination 
– which run the gamut from mafia 
involvement, Cuban retaliation for 
the 1962 missile crisis, and even a 
theory that Kennedy was murdered 
by Southern Baptists because the 
president was Catholic – Dealey had 

an interesting take.
“If you’re going to ask me if 

there’s a conspiracy, I’ll say there was 
a conspiracy not to investigate,” he 
said of the federal government and 
Warren Commission investigations 
following the assassination. The 
Warren Commission, he said, was 
a necessary evil in the Cold War to 
prevent a third world war, but Dealey 
questions the Commission’s thor-
oughness in getting to the bottom of 
the assassination.

“The Warren Commission, good 
or bad, did not want to investigate 
fully,” Dealey said prior to his presen-
tation. “The investigation was poorly 
done. It was like doing an investiga-
tion with blinders on, and because 
of that, it’s completely unsettled to 
this day.”

The Warren Commission was 
unable to uncover a motive for 
the killing because Jack Ruby, the 
colorful Dallas nightclub operator 
rumored to have connections with 
the mafia, silenced Oswald two days 
following the Kennedy assassination 
when he shot him on live television 
in the police department basement. 
Ruby would go on to be convicted 
of Oswald’s murder and spent the 
remaining three years of his life in the 
county jail overlooking Dealey Plaza. 

Oswald’s widow, a Russian 
national named Marina who lived 
with a friend in Irving at the time of 
the shooting and still resides in the 
Dallas area to this day, apparently 
implicated her husband in the shoot-
ing. According to Dealey, Marina has, 
later in life, spoken up to say she be-
lieves her dead husband was set up.

So, how will Dealey and his 
friends in the JFK assassination 
research world spend the upcoming 
50th anniversary of the president’s 
death? 

To his dismay, he will not be able 
to assemble with his fellow research-
ers on the grassy knoll for a moment 
of silence as is their custom. 

Access to the plaza will be lim-
ited on Nov. 22, he said, and the 
rumor around the researcher water 
cooler is that some researchers plan 
to protest the limited access from 
across the street.

REMEMBERING JFK
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Ruth Paine recalls watching television coverage of President Kennedy’s assassination 
sitting in the living room with Marina Oswald. / Photo by John Starkey 
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sination of President McKinley on the 
TV that morning. I couldn’t believe it. 
It was just stunning… It was in the air 
that it was dangerous for him to be 
here,” she said. 

“Marina and I sat here (on the 
couch) together watching the TV 
when Kennedy was shot. Really the 
whole weekend like everyone was. 
Of course they didn’t have a camera, 
TV was so different then. Cameras 
were terribly heavy, and they didn’t 
have people all alone the route. So 
they announced he’d (Kennedy) been 
shot, and not very long latter, less 
than an hour it seemed to me, they 
announced that he had died. 

“We were watching the whole 
time, and Marina said, ‘This is so sad 
for his wife and for the children.’ I lit 
a candle, and she said, ‘Is that pray-
ing?’ And I said, ‘Yeah.’ It was just a 
terrible shock for us all. 

“(I didn’t think Lee was involved 
with the assassination) until the 
police officer came and said they 
had Lee in custody for shooting an 
officer,” Paine said. “I immediately 
suspected that the one who shot the 
officer probably was the person flee-
ing the School Book Depository. 

“…I felt shock. The policeman 
asked if he had a gun, and I said, 
‘No.’ And translated to Marina, and 
she said yes he did. We walked into 
the garage, and she showed him the 
blanket roll that she though still had 
the rifle in it. But the cop picked it up 
and it was just limp. That was the mo-
ment when I said, ‘Oh, it must have 
been Lee. He was here. Why did he 
come except to pick up the gun?’ That 
was a terrible moment.

“I think we heard (the Presi-
dent) had died somewhere after one 
o’clock, and it was probably closer to 
four when six officers came from the 
Sheriff’s office and the Dallas Police 
to say ‘Mrs. Paine, could we talk to 
you? We have Oswald in custody for 
shooting officer Tippit.’”

The evening of the assassination 
the house was filled with unfamiliar 
guests. 

“Marguerite Oswald was at the 
police station. She said, ‘I didn’t want 
to go back to Ft. Worth.’ She didn’t 
drive, I don’t think, or didn’t have a 
car. So I said she could come to my 
house if she didn’t mind sleeping 
on the sofa. And she did spend the 
night,” Paine said. “But she also invit-
ed Life Magazine people to come out. 

“They were here both that night 
and that morning, which has pro-
duced some pictures that I didn’t 
even know existed that have come 
out as a result of doing this museum. 
The photographer was independent 
while he was being paid by Life for 
this job, but he kept the pictures. 
They were his pictures, and his wife 
now manages them. She was able to 
provide pictures that reminded me of 
what happened that night, because I 
was spaced out and didn’t know what 
to think or how to function.”

Through the museum, Paine 
hopes people will gain a clearer idea 
of what occurred in 1963.

“A couple of generations have 
grown up that weren’t here and 
didn’t experience it directly,” she 
said. “I think the storyboards they 
put up and the projections of people 
acting and saying the words I spoke 
or Marina spoke will make it real to 
more people. 

“I hope also that some of the 
conspiracy theories will fade, because 
the evidence all pointed toward Os-
wald… I think the people who have 
conspiracy theories are like true 
believers they are going to believe. 
This is their religion, and they are 
going to believe it. So I am not going 
to try to dissuade them. But I feel I 
have been very fortunate in not be-
ing someone that conspiracy people 
really seek out. They figure, ‘well, she 
wouldn’t tell any way.’ Right? Yeah, 
right. There’s nothing to tell. That’s 
been quiet merciful for me. 

“I certainly thought the things I 
saw incriminated (Lee) directly. He 
came out without asking permission, 
which was the first time. He generally 
knew he was a guest. He would ask 
about coming out on the weekends. 
So he came out Thursday night, 
surprise. Then to discover there was 
a gun, and that it was in the garage. 
Later to learn that he had prepared 
himself with wrapping paper from 
his place of work that could hold the 
rifle taking in that next morning, so 
he came out knowing he was going 

to wrap up (the rifle) and take it in. 
“One of the things media doesn’t 

say enough about is the fact that he 
had tried to shoot somebody in April 
of 1963. He left an elaborate note for 
Marina in Russian saying if I don’t 
come home, this is where the jail is, 
don’t keep my clothes, but keep my 
papers. It was very damning, and 
when he got home late that night, she 
said, ‘what is this?’ So he explained he 
had tried to shoot Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker. (Oswald) thought he had hit 
(Walker) actually (Marina) said. The 
only explanation he gave her was that 
he was a Fascist. 

“She was terribly afraid. He was 
her main support, and she was afraid 
he would do something like that 
again or would be caught. She said, 
‘I’m going to hide this note. Just don’t 
do anything like that again.’ This is 
what I learned later obviously, be-
cause I didn’t know about the shoot-
ing, I didn’t know about the note until 
after the assassination. Nobody knew 
except Marina,” Paine said.

“(The note) was in a book that I 
sent to Marina. She’d hidden it in a 
book. I sent it along with clothes and 
letters that came for here, because 
an Irving Police squad car was sitting 
right out front. I used to sit here also 
and look at the squad car. I would 
just give things to the guy in the car 

and say, ‘Could you see this gets to 
Marina?’ I figured one police depart-
ment could talk to another. It was a 
book about childhood advice.

“I’ve often said to people that the 
farther people live from Dallas the 
more likely they believe (the assassi-
nation) was a plot. It is hard to believe 
such a great man could be brought 
down so suddenly by a person my 
husband called a pipsqueak.” 

One bad act inspires another, 
and an American tragedy is com-
pounded. 

“(Oswald’s assassination) cer-
tainly complicated our understand-
ing of the (President’s assassination), 
because I think if he had been ar-
rested and brought to trial it would 
have shown that (Oswald) was not 
put together quite right. I think he 
would have deteriorated actually. 
So we lost a lot,” Paine said. “It was 
a relief for me that Marana would 
not have to go through a trail. I was 
wondering already whether they 
could do a trail, because there was 
so much news coverage. How do you 
get a pure and impartial jury when 
there has been so much coverage 
saying he did it? It simplified things, 
so I was relieved in that sense. But I 
think along with everyone else it was 
stunning. We all watched it happen 
again and again on television.”

REMEMBERING JFK

Paine
Continued from Page 4
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 W. Grauwyler Rd

Irving, TX 75061
Sunday Worship 9:00am

Children’s Sunday School  9:00am
Adult Sunday School  10:30am

Pastor Bradley Carroll
972-790-2121   www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

✤Pecan  ✤Pumpkin  ✤Pineapple Cream Cheese
and many more!

SUGAR-FREE PIES ALSO AVAILABLE!

✤ Coconut Meringue ✤ Lemon Meringue ✤Apple  

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335

ORDER 
holiday 

PIES
thru 

Nov. 25

ORDER 
holiday 

PIES
thru 

Nov. 25

We will be closed Thanksgiving Day

$5
 plus tax
Large pizza

 

PIZZA KING
1711 West Irving Blvd., Behind the PLS

Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
972-253-3333

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Elvis Blue Christmas Party
Dec. 13 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Elvis Birthday 
Celebration Week

Jan. 10 — 7 pm - 10 pm
Dinner and Show $40

Plan your holidays now
Host your holiday party at Glory House 

or order catering to your home or business or venue 

Glory House Bistro will be closed Nov. 27-Dec. 1 

By Sissy Courtney
Phyllis Hall said she came into 

the world knowing she would be a 
nurse and she would have twins. 
Life was everything the 28-year-old 
had expected and more by Nov. 22, 
1963, the day U.S. President John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy (JFK) was assas-
sinated in Dallas.

A few months after earning 
a nursing degree in Terre Haute, 
ID, she married David Hall, a well-
educated man with a good job, and 
moved with him to Dallas where 
Nurse Hall went to work for Parkland 
Hospital. Early in their marriage, 
Hall’s long-expected twins were born 
– a boy and a girl. Just 18 months 
after the twins’ birth, the couple com-
pleted their family with another son. 
The family was having a new home 
built in Irving, and Nurse Hall’s life 
was busy and routine. 

NOv. 22, 1963
6:30 A.m.

“That day, the weather was just 
horrible, and I had to be at the hos-
pital by 7 a.m. and get things ready,” 
Hall said. “The clinic started seeing 
patients at 8 a.m. It was cold that 
morning. It was raining. There may 
have been a little sleet, and it was just 
a miserable day driving in, and it was 
really dark. 

“I wasn’t thinking about the 
president’s visit,” Hall said. “I was 
thinking about my day and about 
what my duties would be.

“I think we found out in Sep-
tember that he was going to be 
making the trip,” Hall said. “It’s my 
understanding that people came in 
and looked over the hospital and the 
situation and how prepared it could 
be. Being a Trauma One Center, you 
just expect to get the bigger things.

10:30 A.m.
“The surgery clinic windows 

looked out onto Harry Hines,” Hall 

said. “We didn’t know what route the 
(president’s) motorcade was going to 
take that day because there was some 
sense that somebody could, as one 
doctor said, ‘Take a pot shot at (JFK) 
from any building.’”

“The clinics were mostly covered 
by the residents and interns,” Hall 
said. “I don’t remember who was 
covering the clinics that day, but 
he wasn’t being crude or funny. He 
was being pensive, like he was more 
or less talking to himself. It wasn’t 
threating or silly in any way. It was 
just him thinking out loud.

“I looked out of the window 
about 10:30,” Hall said. “The sun just 
broke open. It was gorgeous. I have 
never seen the sky in Texas so blue, 
and these big, fluffy grey clouds were 
just floating away, and coming (in) 
about two blocks away from Harry 
Hines is the president’s plane. The 
sun was just glittering off of it. It was 
close enough that we could see the 
insignia as it was going into Love 
Field. It still gives me goose bumps.

“(JFK) had been over in Fort 
Worth the night before, and then he 
was coming to speak at the Apparel 
Mart for that day,” Hall said. “I un-
derstand they had flown him around 
some to see this part of Texas, and 
they were coming in from the south. 
That fuselage was just the purest 
blue-silver and with that insignia on 
the side.

“Everything kind of got quite 
and the doctor said, ‘You know, any-
body could take a pot shot at that,’” 
Hall said.

AbOut NOON
I think I took off for lunch, 

probably around 11:30. It was a little 
earlier that day, because there were 
several no-show patients, so the clinic 
didn’t run as long.

During Hall’s lunch hour, she 
went over to Parkland’s Emergency 

Department Triage to visit with a 
friend on duty there. Hall had spent 
the greater part of four years work-
ing in the Emergency Room but had 
transferred to the Outpatient Clinic.

“The Emergency Room was re-
ally slow that day when I walked over 
to speak to the nurse at Triage,” Hall 
said. “I’ve heard other people that 
worked that day say it was quieter 
than usual, which was not unusual 
with something like the State Fair or 
the president being in a motorcade. 
People would rather see that than go 
out to the hospital.

“The supervisor came hurrying 
back to Triage and she said, ‘There’s 
been an accident in the president’s 
motorcade.’ She didn’t signify what 
type of accident. 

“She said, ‘They’re on their 
wa…,’ and before she had ‘way’ out, 
the doors just blew off the back hall-
way – they were there,” Hall said. 
“It was security people and people I 
guessed had been in other cars with 
the motorcade. Somebody at some 
point came in and said, ‘We need 
a stretcher out here.’ That usually 

meant a lady was having her baby 
out in the car. 

“The OB/GYN resident who was 
on (duty) at the time put a precipita-
tion tray on a carriage. (The tray) 
had things to take care of cutting and 
tying the baby’s cord. So he went out 
there and Jackie, I’m told, was still 
leaning over JFK’s head because of 
the damage.

“This OB/GYN resident played 
fullback for Bud Wilkinson in Okla-
homa, so you can imagine his build,” 
Hall said. “He was just huge. Of 
course, Jackie was pretty tiny. He 
said, ‘If you’ll move, I’ll get him out 
of there. Of course, he didn’t realize 

at the time who ‘he’ was.”
Hall said Jackie did not want 

anybody to see the upper part of 
President Kennedy’s body. The doc-
tor had not seen Jackie’s face, so he 
had not recognized her yet.

“Then he just scooped JFK out 
and put him on the carriage.” Hall 
said.

“More people started coming in, 
and by that time, I had walked from 
the Triage desk over toward… the 
back hallway leading back to Trauma 
One. I thought the Russians were at-
tacking or – of course we didn’t use 
terrorism I guess then – but things 

REMEMBERING JFK

Parkland nurse from Irving in demand after breaking her silence

See NURSE Page 7
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

were hot politically and not really 
positive for Democrats at the time.”

She said the first people she saw 
were Dallas Mayor Earle Cabell and 
his wife.

“I knew who they were, but they 
were just so out of place,” Hall said. 
“Then they brought Lyndon John-
son and Mrs. Johnson in, and he 
was just gray. I can understand how 
frightened he must have been. They 
were trying to get him on a carriage 
because he had had heart problems 
fairly recently, and people thought he 
was having a heart attack. 

“Then they brought Governor 
Conley in who was really making a 
lot of noise because he was so severely 
injured. His lung was collapsed where 
the bullet had gone through, and 
every time he would breathe in and 
out it was just a spray of bloody mess 
coming out. They turned and went 
past the registration desk. They did 
not go back to the traumas because 
there was another room they put him 
in and started working on him. 

“About that time, here came the 
carriage with the president on it, and 
Jackie still kind of had her body over 
him,” Hall said. “Her feet weren’t 
even touching the ground – she had 
hold of the other side of the gurney.”

Hall said Mrs. Kennedy was still 
trying to shield JFK.

“Then, there was this man,” Hall 
said. “And it’s really strange what you 
focus on, but he had the whitest shirt 
on that I have ever seen, but he also 
had this huge gun that he was holding 
up over his head. If he had wanted 
to come in that door, he would have 
had to put the gun down. It was all 
happening so fast; it was like watch-
ing it on TV.

She said the man with the gun 
took hold of her arm and said, “We 
need you back here.”

“So I didn’t argue with him,” 
Hall said.“I still knew all the pro-
cedures because I had worked four 
years in Emergency. I just went on 
back there and I started getting vital 
signs on the president and started 
moving equipment over toward the 
table. I knew it was the president, but 
I was totally in ER nurse mode, and 
that doesn’t come into play. No mat-
ter who it is, you’re just going to do 
what you can – the best you can do.

“Then the doctors started com-
ing in. Jackie stood at the foot of the 
carriage, and just kept her hand on 
his foot and the supervisor came in 
and asked her if she would like to 
have a chair out in the hallway. And 
she said, ‘No. I’m not going to leave 
him.’ That was the only thing I heard 
her say. 

“There were no vital signs,” 
Hall said. “His pupils were fixed 
and dilated. He was the color of a 
chalkboard – maybe a little lighter, 
but very, very gray. I just never did 
see a twitch. 

“Dr. Kemp Clark was the neuro-
surgeon, and they did a tracheotomy 
where the throat wound was,” Hall 
said. “I’m not sure if it had been 
anybody else if all that would have 
been done. If there had been any sign 
of life, of course it would have been 
done. But he was gone.

“There was too much brain 
tissue missing. His whole back side 

of his head, the size of the palm of 
my hand which is diagonally about 
six inches, was gone. I hadn’t seen 
that until Dr. Clark came in and I 
don’t know if he took a pen out of 
his pocket, a ballpoint, or used some 
instrument or what, but he lifted the 
hair up that was covering that area. 
I was amazed. 

“I (later) read some reports 
about the copious amounts of blood, 
(but) I really didn’t see that much 
blood. Most of all the tissue and ev-
erything were on Jackie.

Hall said that 43 minutes after 
JFK was brought into Trauma One, 
Dr. Clark pronounced him dead. 

“I was still trying to get out of 
there back over to the clinic,” she said.

Trauma Room One was filling 
with people.

“There were so many people 
in the trauma room – doctors plus 
security in and out, you couldn’t 
move, so I thought, ‘There’s nothing 
I can do here. 

“The doctor came around the 
bed past Mrs. Kennedy and never 
stopped walking, and he said, ‘Mad-
am, your husband is dead,’ and he 
walked out of the room. But that was 
just Dr. Clark. You had to know him. 
I had worked with him in clinics, so 
I wasn’t surprised.” Hall said that in 
all her years working with Dr. Clark, 
she never saw him smile.

“(Mrs. Kennedy) was so in 
shock,” Hall said. “She looked at 
(Dr. Clark), but there was no emotion 
at all. With shock, you’re in a totally 
different mindset. She’d just lost her 
husband. The children no longer have 
a father. It happened so suddenly and 
in such a bad way.

“Since I had not been employed 
in the ER for approximately two 
years, I was not familiar with some 
of the nursing personnel and/or 
rotating interns and residents. I do 
not remember any responses from 
any of them.

“I don’t remember anyone going 
to Mrs. Kennedy, but I did, on my 
way out of the room, stop, and said, 

‘I’m sorry for your loss.’ There was no 
response, she just stared ahead, just 
in total shock, I would say.

“It was usual for the family of a 
patient, to wait in the family room, 
and when a patient would die, or 
when a decision (about) care was 
made, the doctor, possibly with a 
nurse, would go there and speak 
with the family – offer condolences 
if necessary.

“This was no usual situation,” 

Hall said. “Mrs. Kennedy wanted to 
stay with him, and so she did.

“Anyone who walked in the 
room that day could see he was 
gone,” Hall said. “Nothing left to 
say. Everything that could be done 
had been done.Everyone had done 
their best, but too much damage had 
been done to his head. Without the 
brain functioning… they realized he 
was dead.

“In the confusion, the govern-
mental law enforcement agencies on 
hand jostled for control of the situa-
tion,” Hall said.“I understand there 
was part of the FBI agents stationed 
here in Dallas, and I don’t remember 
now who the other two agencies 
were, but they were fighting physi-
cally out there in the hallway about 
who was going to stay in the room, 
who was going to stay with the body, 
and the language got pretty hot, and 
it was just chaos out there – pushing 
and swearing and yelling.

“The farthest thing from their 
mind was that the President was go-
ing to be assassinated.

“The doctors got into the fracas 
when they said they were going 
to take the body away because it’s 
against the law to take a body away 
that has died in a fashion as the 
president had died,” Hall said. “An 
autopsy has to be done, and there was 
a big $10 fine if you broke that (law).

“I was still thinking that I had 
clinics that afternoon to get to, not 
realizing that everything had just 
come to a stop,” Hall said. “I had to 
scoot along the wall because there 
were so many people in there. When 
I got outside the door, the supervisor 
Doris Nelson was out there and she 
said, ‘Would you mind going up and 
seeing if they need any help with the 
governor?’ 

“By the time I got up to where 
he was, they were just about ready 
to take him up to surgery. I did go 
up with the gurney and the other 
doctors and nurses that were taking 
care of him to the operating room but 
did (not) go into the operating room. 

She said Governor Conley was 
calm as he headed to surgery.

“He had a chest tube in, which 
was a common procedure for some-
one who had been injured like that. 
I just always remembered the pained 
look on his face.”

Mrs. Hall said news of the presi-
dent’s death spread through the hos-
pital. Otherwise, there was no news 
from the outside world.

“But we were so busy … people 
were doing what they needed to do. 
You just do that, and you put away all 
that is happening around you. 

AbOut 7 P.m.
Usually, I’d be off at 4:30 in 

the afternoon, but everybody in the 
hospital – every employee – had to 
be cleared security wise, so it was 
way after 7 o’clock,” Hall said. “There 
were no cell phones back then. Each 
of the units would usually have two 
landline phones. Period. My husband 
worked over in Oak Cliff at the time 
in the American Bank Building, and 
they were aware of something going 
on at the Texas Theatre over there 
that day with J.D. Tippet and Oswald. 
I just wanted to know what was going 
on outside the hospital, but I couldn’t 
get to a phone; the media had most 
of the phones tied up trying to call 
in stories”

Driving home that night, she 
said she was just concerned about 
her children.

“My husband had his head on 
pretty good, so he picked them up.”

REMEMBERING JFK

Nurse
Continued from Page 6

At home in Irving, Phyllis Hall displays memorabilia about the day she assisted doctors 
at Parkland Hospital as they did all they could to save JFK’s life. / Photo by Sissy Courtney

See NURSE Page 9

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 
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CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi! As you 
already know 
I'm Toby. I'm 
a male and 
about 2 years 
old. I came in 
from another 
shelter and 
like everyone 
else in this 
place, I'm 
looking for my 
forever home. I love walks, 
affection, and especially neck rubs.  
You might have notice that I have 
rather large ears. I'll use them to 
hear the car door slam and your 
footsteps as you come up to the 
door so I can right there to give you 
a warm welcome home. I'll use them 
to hear "Want to go for a walk?" and 
"Dinnertime!" Right now, though I'm 
waiting to hear someone say the 
magical words, "Come on, Toby. 
Let's go home." Will you be the one 
to say them? I sure hope so.

Did you know 
my name 
means "I Love 
You!" in Native 
American? That 
is right, 
NAYLA, is not 
just a name 
from the Lion 
King. I mean Love, and that is what I will 
give you. I am an adorable, small 4 month 
old female with beautiful brown/beige fur. I 
was rescued from an over-crowded 
shelter, so I have never had a loving 
forever home. I know when you come in, I 
can spread my love, and we will become a 
forever family. I love to be held, snuggled, 
and played with, so I know I will make a 
perfect companion for you. See you soon!

1. SCIENCE: What is the 
function of the amygdala in 
the brain?
2. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: How many member 
states belong to the United 
Nations in 2013?
3. LANGUAGE: What is a 
pugilist?
4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
capital of Canada?

5. ENTERTAINERS: What is 
Donald Duck’s middle name?
6. TELEVISION: What was 
the name of the spaceship on 
“Lost in Space”?
7. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the 19th century novel “The 
Pathfinder”?
8. EXPLORERS: What was 
the name of Sir Francis 
Drake’s ship, which he sailed 
around the world?
9. SLOGANS: What company 
uses the slogan “Imagination 
at Work”?
10. MATH: How many faces 
does a cube have?

Answers
1. The almond-shaped brain 
portion is known as a “fear 
center” that tells us whether 
to fight, flee or be afraid.
2. 193
3. A boxer
4. Ottawa
5. Fauntleroy
6. Jupiter 2
7. James Fenimore Cooper
8. The Golden Hind
9. General Electric
10. Six

• It was lexicographer 
Samuel Johnson who made 
the following sage observation: 
“Always, set a high value on 
spontaneous kindness. He whose 
inclination prompts him to cul-
tivate your friendship of his own 
accord, will love you more than 
one whom you have been at 
pains to attach to you.”

• On Jan. 31, 2013, it of-
ficially became legal for women 
to wear pants in Paris. Before 

that, a law only allowed women 
to wear pants if they were “hold-
ing a bicycle handlebar or the 
reins of a horse,” or if they had 
requested special permission 
from the police to dress like men. 

• Japanese consumers are 
now able to buy a smartphone 
attachment that emits the odors 
of short ribs, beef tongue and 
buttered potatoes. Other attach-
ments are also available, with 
scents such as the ylang-ylang 
flower, cinnamon rolls, coffee, 
corn soup, mint, strawberries, 
jasmine and curry. 

• It’s well known that famed 
children’s book author Dr. Seuss 

had no children of his own, 
but you might be surprised to 
learn that he created an imagi-
nary daughter, Chrysanthemum 
Pearl. He dedicated his book 
“The 500 Hats of Bartholomew 
Cubbins” to her: “To Chrysan-
themum Pearl, aged 89 months, 
going on 90.”

• Before the invention of 
the electric light, people slept, 
on average, nine hours a night. 
Since then, it’s been about 7.5. 
Sleep researchers say that in a 
lab setting, people deprived of 
electric light go back to sleeping 
nine hours a night. 
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS!
I Buy Houses & Apartments

Call Carolyn @ 214-906-2715

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking professional 
with at least two years 
front office experience. 

Basic computer skills such as word, and 
excel  a must. 40 hours a week Tuesday 
through Saturday. Professional appear-
ance and excellent & compassionate 
customer service skills required. Call 
972-254-4242 for an appointment.

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 

972-513-2502
for application instructions

HELP 
WANTED

Janitorial 
Services

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 972-513-2502
for application instructions

Janitorial Services
HELP WANTED

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

Spring Registration
Classes begin January 21

November 25 through January 15

AD-324 UAI0561 0812

[www.unitedamerican.com]

UA Medicare Supplement  
insurance is like your favorite  

pair of slippers … inviting, 
comfortable, and with no surprises.   

• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:

*For more than [35 consecutive years], United American has earned the [A+ (Superior)] Financial Strength Rating from  
A.M. Best Company (as of [6/12]).  United American Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 

Government or federal Medicare program.  Policies and benefits may vary by state and have some limitations and exclusions.  
Individual Medicare Supplement policy forms [MSA10, MSB10, MSC10, MSD10, MSF10, MSHDF10, MSG10, MSK06, MSL06, 

MSN10, and MC4810 in WI] are available from our Company where state approved.  Some states require these plans be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare due to disability. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent 

representing United American Insurance Company.

KEITH WHITE AGENCY
(972) 579-7874

rkwhite36@gmail.com

nedy in a 1961 Lincoln Continental 
convertible. As the car passed 
through Dealey Plaza along Elm 
Street, shots rang out from the Tex-
as School Book Depository at 12:30 
p.m. America was forever changed. 

In the hours and days that fol-
lowed, Irving residents were found 
to have connections in one way or 
another with the assassination. A 
bedroom community adjacent to 
the larger city, Irving was home to 
those whose work brought them 
into the sphere of events either by 
trying to save the President’s life, 
through the ensuing investiga-
tion. Many of Irvingites who found 
themselves at the center of one 
of history’s darkest crimes were 
thrown there because of their kind-
ness and generosity of spirit in 
reaching out to a young, struggling 
family.

A former Marine and a 
24-year-old father of two girls, No 
one really knows why Lee Harvey 
Oswald choose to hide in wait 
and commit murder. Whatever 
he gained from his betrayal of his 
country, he did not enjoy it for long. 
On Nov. 24, as he was being moved 
from Dallas Police Headquarters to 
the Dallas County Jail Oswald was 
shot and killed by Jack Ruby. 

If Oswald was hoping to gain 
respect, he failed completely. His 
act has spawned hundreds of con-
spiracy theories: some carefully 
thought out and documented, some 
just flat-out crazy. All of the theo-
ries are solidly based on the idea 
that Oswald was roundly incapable 
of handling the job on his own. 

Shortly after President Ken-
nedy was declared dead at 1 p.m. on 
Nov. 22, Lyndon Baines Johnson 
took the Presidential Oath of Office 
aboard Air Force One 2:38 p.m. as 
it sat on the ground at Love Field. 
President Johnson is the only presi-
dent to have taken his oath of office 
on Texas soil. 

The shots that rang out at 
12:30 p.m. Nov. 22 changed Amer-
ica, they did not define her. Before 
that fateful moment America’s vis-
age was very much like her Presi-
dent, young, energetic and full of 
promise for the future. Afterwards, 
America showed a different face, 
determined, unbowed, unstoppable 
even in the face of universal grief. 
No matter how important, how be-
loved, how visionary, or how devas-
tating the loss, ultimately America 
is greater than any one person, and 
we will carry on.

“Behold here cometh the 
dreamer… Let us slay him… 
And we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.”

 — Genesis 37: 19-20

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Destruction of Special 
Education Student Records 

The Irving Independent School District 
will destroy special education records 
for students who moved from the district, 
graduated, and or exited the program 
during the 2006 - 2007 school year. 
Parents or students 18 years or older 
who would like to have a copy of their 
records must submit a written request 
to Irving ISD, Attn: Records Officer, P.O. 
Box 152637, Irving, Texas  75015-2637. 
All requests must be received in writing 
by December 20, 2013.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 
1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1. RFQ #039D-14F Professional
Services for Long Range

Water Supply Plan
Due Date:  12/18/13 @ 3:00 p.m.

Pre-Submittal Meeting:
12/4/13 @ 10:00 a.m.

2. ITB #040D-14F Bob O Link,
Trinity & Edinburgh Water

& Wastewater Improvements
Due Date: 12/13/13 @ 3:30 p.m.

Pre-Bid Meeting: 12/5/13
@ 3:00 p.m.

3. ITB #041M-14F Restroom
Renovation at the Irving

Arts Center
Due Date:  12/16/13 @ 3:00

Pre-Bid Mtg. 12/3/13
@ 10:00 a.m. or

12/4/13 @ 2:00 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed 
envelope with solicitation number and due 
date on the envelope. Late responses cannot 
be accepted. Information may be found at  
www.cityofirving.orgclick Departments/ Pur-
chasing Phone: 972.721.2631

REMEMBERING JFK

Kennedy
Continued from Page 1
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S e r v e r d  o n  T h u r s d a y s  

Come Early!

Hall said when she got home that 
night, her husband did not ask about 
her day, and she didn’t say anything 
to him. They never discussed it. He 
never knew his wife was JFK’s nurse.

“He didn’t ask. He probably 
thought I had been working in the 
clinics like I was supposed to,” Hall 
said. 

“In a nursing mode, you don’t 
say anything about your patient…
There’s that privacy concern. You 
just have it pounded into you when 
you’re going through nurse training 
and medical school. You just don’t 
discuss patients, and that may have 
been my whole mindset. ”

Hall said they did not turn on the 
television that night.

“I had a family to feed and kids 
to be gotten to bed,” she said. 

Then, an event occurred that 
made Hall afraid to mention her 
involvement in treating JFK that day.

“Right after it happened, even 
though employers never give out 
names or telephone numbers of their 
employees, they got out, and we had 

prank phone calls, and there were 
letters accusing us of being part of 
the conspiracy and that (JFK) wasn’t 
really dead – that he was still up in 
a vegetative state in Parkland. At the 
time, two or three of the top floors 
had not been filled in and were not 
rooms, but they had put in sleeping 
quarters for residents. 

“It was scary because they said 
we needed to watch our families – 
that things could happen,” Hall said. 

“I was more worried about my 
family because my children were 
very, very young at the time. I got one 
letter, and it had to be turned into 
the hospital and then probably the 
FBI. It was pretty sobering to think 
about that because my husband was 
an insurance investigator and he 
worked for Equifax and they did a 
lot of government work. I was really 
worried about him.”

So she never discussed her 
involvement in JFK’s treatment at 
Parkland that day.

Life went on. Hall spent 43 
years in the nursing field, mainly 
in emergency rooms and surgery 
departments. The couple’s children 
grew up and moved out of the house. 
Nurse Hall’s husband passed away. 
Then four or five years ago, Hall went 
with her niece’s history class to the 
Sixth Floor Museum. Hall revealed 
her story, and her account has been 
added to the living history of JFK’s 
assassination.

The revelation has changed her 
life of quiet days at home in Irving 
with her cats to one of travel and 
speaking engagements.

Hall has been invited by Las 
Angeles City College Department of 
Social Studies to be part of a docu-
mentary to be filmed Nov. 4 – 7. She 
will also participate in the University 
of North Texas’ documentary about 
Oswald. Starting in September with 
her 60th high school reunion, she’s 
going back to Oblong, where she will 
have seven venues to speak at.

Nurse
Continued from Page 7
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Dr. Parra is in his 26th year of 
serving public school education in 
Texas. During those years, he has 
served as a high school English teach-
er in the Seguin and New Braunfels 
ISDs, six years as a district-level 
administrator in the New Braunfels 
ISD, eight years as a campus admin-
istrator in the Wylie ISD, three years 
as an Assistant Superintendent in the 
Kerrville ISD, and is in his sixth year 
as Superintendent in the Lockhart 
Independent School District. Addi-
tionally, he has taught English and 
Educational Administration courses 
at the college and university levels. 

Among the various honors that 
he has earned, Dr. Parra has been 
recognized as a Comal Independent 
School District Outstanding Gradu-
ate, a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Summer Fellow, a Texas 
Excellence Award in Teaching Nomi-
nee, and a Jefferson Award Nominee 
for Significant Public Service Work. 

Most recently, Dr. Parra has been 
honored with a continued appoint-
ment as the sole superintendent on 
the Commissioner’s Advisory Council 
for the Education of Gifted/Talented 
Students. 

Dr. Parra says his interest in 
Irving ISD stems primarily from 
his belief that there is an alignment 
between the Irving ISD’s vision of 
“Excellence and Equity for All” and 
his leadership vision. He also believes 
in the District’s stated mission to 
“engage learners to become critical 
thinkers, leaders and contributors 

in a diverse and competitive world.” 
 “The only limits for any child are 

those that the child has learned to be-
lieve are stronger than his unlimited 
potential,” Parra said. “I believe, as 
does the Irving ISD Board of Trust-
ees, that all children can transcend 
their circumstances and reach their 
potential through the focused efforts 
and caring support of the amazing 
staff members in the Irving ISD. I 
look forward to becoming part of the 
Irving ISD team that proves, each and 
every day, that Children Come First.”

SOURCE Irving ISD 

Parra
Continued from Page 1

For a physician referral or for more information about digestive services at a location near you, 
call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at BaylorHealth.com/Digestive.

Phil Waigand knew the blood in his stools could be the sign of a serious problem. When the results of a colonoscopy showed stage II rectal 

cancer, his physician referred him to Baylor and a colorectal surgeon on the medical staff. Now, he has been cancer free for four years, and 

Phil and his wife are busy enjoying life. Phil encourages everyone 50 and older to get a colonoscopy. “It’s worth every bit of time and effort.”

R E A L  P AT I E N T S .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Physicians are members of the medical sta�  at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or a�  liated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents 
of those medical centers or Baylor Health Care System. ©2013 Baylor Health Care System BHCSGI_9_2013  104  CE 11.13

Carrollton  •  Dallas  •  Fort Worth  •  Garland  •  Grapevine  •  Irving  •  McKinney  •  Plano  •  Waxahachie

A colonoscopy 
at Baylor saved 
my life.

‘‘
’’

Take a quick online assessment to see if you’re at risk for colon cancer at  BaylorHealth.com.

Don’t let it Sail Away 
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$ 1st. Year 4.40%
$ 2-5 Years 3.40%
$ Full Accumulation Value at Death
$ Systematic Interest Withdrawals Available First Year
$ No Charge-back at Death
$ Issued to Age 90
$ 5-Year Surrender Charge
$ No Hidden Fees

For a limited time only, take advantage
of this interest increase

Call Now….this Great Rate will not last long

888-611-1414  •  Toll-Free
972-669-0175  •  Phone  

 TriMark Financial
1303 W. Beltline Road  •  Bldg. 201
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P 972.800.3894
F 972.584.0225

RDuggan@InsphereIS.com
www.InsphereIS.com/RDuggan

Serving DFW and surrounding areas
Rayna Duggan

Licensed Insurance Agent

Life | Health | Medicare | Long-Term Care

COIN SHOP
ICS — Irving Coin Shop

Buying & Selling Coins and Currency
Located at 135 Antiques Mall

1800 N. Story Rd. 972-986-0135
Robert Cell: 214-725-4229

Shop Hours — 12-3 7 Days a Week

Helen bruening celebrates 
100th birthday

By Beca DeLoach
On Nov. 16, residents of Emeritus Retirement Living 

and many friends and family members celebrated Helen 
Bruening’s 100th birthday! Helen has lived at Emeritus 
for two and a half years and previously resided most of 
her adult life in Shreveport, LA. 

Helen is the mother and mother-in-law of Beca and 
Clyde DeLoach, longtime Irving residents. Also present 
were the DeLoach’s two sons, Gordon and Collins, who 
both attended Irving ISD schools and graduated from Ir-
ving High School. With the sons’ children in attendance, 
four generations were represented at the party.

Mayor Beth Van Duyne read a Proclamation from 
the City of Irving to recognize this milestone in Helen’s 
life. Coincidently, Saturday was also the Mayor’s birth-
day.

 State Representative Linda Harper-Brown pre-
sented Helen with a certificate of greetings and con-
gratulations from Governor Rick Perry. She also read 
and presented to Helen a House Resolution honoring 
Helen’s 100th birthday. 

The many guests enjoyed birthday cake, ice cream 
and punch, all presented with a “Southern Belle” theme.

MILESTONES

Celebrating a special day, Mayor Beth Van Duyne congratulates 
Helen Bruening on her 100th birthday. / Courtesy photo


