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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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AND VISIONS OF 

SUGAR PLUMS DANCED 

IN THEIR HEADS….

The Nutcracker 
On Sale Now!

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving, TX 75062 972.252.ARTS • IrvingArtsCenter.com

Colleyville 
Ballet 

Company 
Dec. 14

Momentum 
Dance

Company 
Nov.
23-25

Ballet 
Ensemble 
of Texas 
Nov. 30,

Dec. 
1 & 2

IrvingArts

THE GIFT OF BURGERS, BEER & SPORTS
Open on Christmas Day!

Champps, Champps Americana and the Champps flag logo are registered
trademarks of Champps Operating Corporation. All rights reserved 2011.

Call to make a reservation.
(972) 373-0333
855 W. John Carpenter Freeway
On the corner of Walnut Hill and HWY 114

By Jess Paniszczyn
Imagine a commuter rail cor-

ridor extending from west Ft. Worth 
to Plano, winding through several 
cities with a transfer station at DFW 
International airport. Along its 62 
mile service, the commuter train 
would also connect with The T (Fort 
Worth Transportation Authority), 
DART’s (Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s) 
Green, Red and Orange Lines, as well 
as DCTA’s (Denton County Transpor-
tation Authority’s) A Train.

If you have enough time to wait, 
you will not have to imagine this re-
gional rail service. With the support 
of all three transit authorities, the 
North Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments (NCTCOG) and possibly 
the federal government, the first sev-
en mile stretch of the corridor from 
Carrollton to DFW Airport should 
be open to daily commuter traffic 

sometime around 2040. Fortunately 
for the region with its expanding 
population and congested highways, 
representatives of the transit authori-
ties and NCTCOG are not content to 
wait that long. 

The Board Chairs and Presidents 
of DART, The T and DCTA signed a 
Tri-Party Passenger Rail Alliance on 
Nov. 16 to formalize their commit-
ment to working together in order 
to expand mass transit options in 
the region. 

“Today is exciting from the 
standpoint that the three transit 
authorities are recommitting to con-
tinue to work together to promote 
transit throughout the North Texas 
area,” said Garry Thomas, Presi-
dent, Executive Director of DART. 
“We work to give people choices 
throughout our region, so they can 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Art, fireworks, an outdoor fes-

tival and delicacies were part of 
celebrating one of the most re-
nowned Hindu festivals, Diwali, or 
the “Festival of Lights,” at the BAPS 
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Irving 
on Nov. 17. 

The hall was packed for the first 
arti, a Hindu ritual of waving lighted 
wicks before the murti of Bhagwan 
as an act of spiritual enlightenment, 

which took place at noon. Through-
out the day, visitors poured in to the 
hourly services to see the beautifully 
arranged lights as well as rangolis, 
unique floor designs made with col-
orful food items.

“I have been coming to this 
event for a number of years and 
every time I feel it is an event for all 
ages, but especially for the kids who 
get a true cultural experience,” said 

Coppell OKs 
new sign 
ordinance
By Amanda Casanova

New businesses in Coppell will have to 
comply with changes to the City’s sign ordi-
nance after the City Council voted to amend 
the ordinance.

Among the changes, a logo may cover 
100 percent of the sign if that sign consists 
only of a logo. Also, if the sign only contains 
words and no logo, it may occupy 100 percent 
of the sign, but must use black, white, ivory 
or neutral colors.

If a sign has both a logo and words, the 
logo must only cover 20 percent of the sign 
and the letters must be black, white, ivory 
or neutral.

The City Council voted unanimously at a 
meeting on Nov. 12 for the changes.

“Over the years we’ve worked very hard 
on aesthetic quality and we’ve been very 
successful with that, but there have been 
some unintended consequences and that is 
addressed in these changes,” Councilman 
Marvin Franklin said.

Discussion about the ordinance started 

Wilson Elementary 
sponsors first annual 
Walk, Bike to school
By Sissy Courtney

Students walked, rolled and scooted their way to 
Wilson Elementary School Friday morning Nov. 9. The 
event was the school’s way of saying, “Exercising is FUN!”

“I love it,” said Lisa Mathis, the mother of a first 
grader and a fourth grader who rode their bikes to school. 
“It was something our family looked forward to enjoying 
together. We got up a little early, so we could enjoy the 
weather. It’s a great event for us.”

She said they would absolutely do it again. 
“We did not have very many cars through the car line 

this morning, and the weather was perfect,” said Cindy 
Hendricks, a PTO volunteer on the Health & Wellness 
Committee.

Anita and Paresh Patel, who normally drive through 
the car loop, parked their vehicle a block away and got 
their children’s bikes out of the car to allow them to ride 
their bikes to school. 

“It was the most awesome thing,” Ms. Patel said. 
“I wish they’d do this every week because we don’t get a 
chance to ride a bike to school because we’re a bit further 
out. We drove over by Freeport Parkway and walked 

Authorities commit to extending passenger rail lines

Diwali festival celebrates 
a new year and devotion

Cutline

Cutline

See RAIL LINES, Page 2

See SIGN ORDINANCE, Page 10

See BIKE TO SCHOOL, Page 10

See DIWALI, Page 9

cutline
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Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

$5OFF

Full service 
Oil Change

With this coupon

or invest it in the volatile stock market?  Well YOU are in LUCK!

Paul R. Lowe and Grandsons

TRIMARK FINANCIAL
Serving North Texans for over 3+ decades

CD or IRA coming due this month?

1303W Beltline Rd #201 Carrollton Texas 75006 (Located inside the Office Resource Group building)972.669.0175

What are you going to do... 
put it back in the Bank at 1.2%... 

We have

Call for
complete details.

3.10%5-Year
CD/Annuity Rate

You have an
Opportunity 
to lock in this 
Great Guaranteed
% Rate!

C L E A N E R S
LAS COLINAS
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd #138
Irving, TX 75038
972-717-9130 through 12/31/2012

30%OFF

Women’s & Teens
Upscale Resale Shop

3317 Finley Rd #215, Irving TX
(Inside the Atrium)

Celebrity Look Boutique

469-995-0969

$5 off purchase 
of $20 or more

Expires 12/31/2012

over here.” 
Mr. Patel said he worries about 

safety because of traffic and the lack 
of sidewalks between their house and 
the school. 

“If we had more sidewalks, 
maybe we would walk more often,” 
Patel said. “We don’t have any side-
walks on Coppell Road. That is very 
important. Even on Bethel Road. 
They did expand the roads but not 
for sidewalks. Even where there is 
a sidewalk, the kids are struggling 
for space.”

The school stresses that students 
should look right, look left and look 
right again before crossing streets.

Teachers and parents volun-
teered as safety patrol and cheered on 
bikers and walkers while maintaining 
safe surroundings for their arrival at 
school.  

“This is triple or quadruple the 
(usual) number of bikes today,” said 
Justin Keller, a Dads’ Club member. 
He helped students park their bikes 
as they arrived. 

Teacher Tracie Smith was on 
duty at the car loop where parents 
drive up to drop off their children.

“I’ve always been impressed by 
how the kids follow the rules,” Smith 
said. “They walk their bikes on school 
property, they have helmets on, and 
they do a really good job.” She said 
she hopes the school promotes the 
bike-walk day again.

The event was a collaboration 
between the Health and Wellness 
Committee of PTO and the Green 
Team Campus Committee, according 
to Principal Christopher Nester.

“It was amazing seeing the fewer 
amount of cars we have in the park-
ing lot and the bike rack is absolutely 
packed,” Nester said. “With teachers 
coming up and parents coming up 
with large groups of students, hope-
fully, we made an impact on the kids 
this morning by them seeing the 
environmental difference it can make 
in energy savings.” 

Dona Head said she and her chil-
dren bike and walk nearly every day 
because they live close to the school. 
She agreed they get good exercise, 
save some gasoline and have good 
family time on their way to school. 

Bike to school
Continued from Page 1

in July 2011 when businesses told 
the City’s Chamber of Commerce that 
the sign regulations were “too restric-
tive,” Tony Moline, president of the 
Chamber, said to the commission at 
a meeting in September.

“Restrictions regarding size, 
trademarks and color are perceived 
throughout the business community 
to be obstacles to doing business in 
Coppell,” a 2011 letter to the City 
Council said. 

“We spent a lot of time talking 
about the residents’ wants and busi-
ness needs,” Moline said at the Nov. 
12 meeting. “Businesses need to be 
seen. My brain works in that when 
I’m looking for McDonald’s I’m not 
looking for the word, I’m looking for 
the golden arches. Those are the types 
of things businesses have worked on 
to make themselves known.”

The Planning Commission voted 
unanimously in September for the 
changes after modifying some of the 
amendments recommended by a sign 
ordinance review committee.

The recommendation then came 
to City Council for final approval.

“This is how things get done,” 
Councilman Billy Faught said. “The 
thing that struck me most was con-
sistency, the consistency of the colors 
on the sign, the consistency of what a 
logo is, the consistency of how Cop-
pell looks.

“Coppell got where it’s at today 
for a reason and with a look,” he add-
ed. “People say, ‘I know when I come 
into Coppell’ and it’s not because we 
have huge signs that say welcome. 
It’s because we have a feeling here.”

Sign ordinance
Continued from Page 1

By Amanda Casanova
A chatter of voices laughed 

as people marveled at the smart-
phones in their hands. Senior 
citizens at the AT&T Reconnect 
Tour leaned over to see each oth-
ers’ phone screens at the mobile 
technology education workshop 
for seniors, pointing to the phones’ 
different features.

The group of about 100 was 
learning how to check the weather 
and preset their phones to show 
them forecasts for different loca-
tions.

“Okay, I know the weather is 
fun, but let’s try something else,” 
Naomi Dean, host of the work-
shop, told attendees on Nov. 20 at 
the Heritage Senior Center.

The AT&T Reconnect Tour 
stopped in Irving as part of its 
journey through 15 cities across the 
country. The Tour, in partnership 
with smartphone maker Pantech, 
is meant to teach technology new-
comers about the fast-changing 
world of mobile communication, 
including smartphones, tablets 
and apps.

“Mobile technology has really 
changed the way we communicate 
with friends and family and many 
of us have come to rely on these 
tools to stay connected,” said Jeff 
Bradley, senior vice president 
– Devices, AT&T. “By teaming 

up with Pantech on the AT&T 
Reconnect Tour, we hope to help 
these tech newcomers feel more 
comfortable with technology and 
show them new ways that it can 
make their lives easier.”

The Irving group was divided 
into smaller clusters of about 10 
people with each small group 
having an AT&T technician to 
help them navigate their phones. 
Among other things, the group 
learned how to place a phone call, 
take a photo and send text mes-
sages by typing and through voice 
command.

“It looks like we’re getting the 
hang of the keyboard,” Dean said. 
“Let’s look at some common text 
messaging abbreviations.”

Dean walked the group 
through the shortened phrases, 
stopping at “Lol.”

“You normally write this 
when there’s a joke or something’s 
funny,” she said. “You’re not really 
laughing out loud.”

But attendees were laughing 
in good humor as they accidentally 
sent texts to wrong numbers and 
took pictures of Styrofoam cups.

“Personally, we have a smart-
phone, but there’s a knowledge 
gap there,” participant Jan Killen 
said. “I just thought it was a good 
opportunity to learn.”

By Amanda Casanova
A district judge dismissed a 

claim from the Las Colinas Group 
that asked for $100 million in profits 
lost from a failed joint venture with 
the City of Irving. District Judge Carl 
Ginsberg ruled Nov. 11 that the lost 

profits are “consequential damages” 
and cannot be recovered, according 
to court documents.

In August, the Las Colinas 
Group filed a lawsuit against the 
City after the Council voted down a 
resolution that would have extended 

negotiations for a $252 million enter-
tainment center. The lawsuit came 
just a day after the Council vote, the 
same day as a contract deadline with 
developer TDI Real Estate Holding 
and the Las Colinas Group.

The judge, however, did decide 
that the Las Colinas Group, the de-
veloper of the entertainment center, 
could seek $39 million in unpaid fees 
and investments.

The lawsuit, filed in the 193rd 
Judicial District Court, claimed that 
City Manager Tommy Gonzalez 
and “others, acting on behalf of the 
City, have stalled, stone-walled and 
delayed, purposefully allowing the 
contract to expire.”

Also, the City “refused to medi-
ate in good faith” and possibly vio-
lated the Texas Open Meetings Act by 
“orchestrating a boycott” of the Aug. 

Judge issues rulings in entertainment district lawsuit against City 
2 special council meeting, according 
to the suit.

The Las Colinas Group had 
requested that the court issue an 
injunction to keep the city from “de-
stroying, falsifying, tampering with or 
hiding any documents” related to the 
entertainment center and to prohibit 
the city from using hotel occupancy 
tax revenue to pay for lawyers.

Voters approved the entertain-
ment center in 2007, and since then 
the city has spent about $35 million 
on the development.

The final proposal presented 
stipulated that TDI Real Estate Hold-
ing and the Las Colinas Group would 

have financed the project with $210 
million in private funds and required 
only $17 million in new City funding. 
The new proposal would have made 
TDI the lead developer.

At one point, the City was ex-
pected to pay about $170 million of 
the project. However, a multi-million 
dollar bond package earmarked for 
the project failed to receive a AAA 
Standard & Poor’s rating earlier this 
year, jeopardizing the city’s plan to 
raise the funds.

Ernest Walter Leonard is the 
attorney for the Las Colinas Group. 
Donald Colleluori is representing the 
City of Irving in the suit.

cutline

Tour makes technology 
accessible to seniors


