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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan Cardiovascular Center: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255
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Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler
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● medical, surgical,   
 cosmetic and laser   
 procedures

● conveniently located  
 nearby in Baylor   
 Hospital-Irving

● included on all   
 major insurance   
 plans

● get help now —   
 immediate openings  
 available

● tattoo removal   
 available

Dr. Ellen Turner

Lauren Davis, PA-C

New Dermatology O�ce
 Comprehensive Dermatology Services 

214.373.7546
Baylor Hospital - Irving-Medical Office Building 2     

2021 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 435, Irving, TX  75061
www.DermLaserDallas.com

THE GIFT OF BURGERS, BEER & SPORTS
Open on Christmas Day!

Champps, Champps Americana and the Champps flag logo are registered
trademarks of Champps Operating Corporation. All rights reserved 2011.

Call to make a reservation.
(972) 373-0333
855 W. John Carpenter Freeway
On the corner of Walnut Hill and HWY 114
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DART’s cutline

By Jess Paniszczyn
Dallas Area Rapid Transit 

(DART) reached another milestone 
with the opening of the North Lake 
College Station and Belt Line Sta-
tion on Nov. 28. The two stations 
bring the Orange Line ever closer to 
the Dallas Ft. Worth International 
Airport’s Terminal A, which is sched-
uled to begin carrying passengers to 
and from the airport in December 
of 2014.

Earlier this year, DART opened 
three stations along the Orange Line, 

the University of Dallas Station, Las 
Colinas Urban Center Station and the 
Irving Convention Center Station. 
The Orange Line now offers services 
to and from both the University of 
Dallas and North Lake College. The 
North Lake station is also a short 
walk from Irving ISD’s Jack E. 
Singley Academy. To recognize the 
importance of the Orange Line to 
current and future students, DART 
representatives and area educators 
met with community members for 

DART airport routes 
connect customers 
to the world

Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) debuts two new bus con-
nections to DFW International Air-
port and Dallas Love Field on Dec. 3 
making airline travel in North Texas 
easier than ever. Route 500 from the 
Belt Line Station on the Orange Line 
to Terminal A at DFW is a preview 
of the direct light rail connection 
customers will enjoy in December 
2014. Route 524 from the Inwood/
Love Field Station on the Green Line 
improves service to Love Field with 
more frequent bus trips.

By Phil Cerroni
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 

is a force in contemporary America that is 
still not completely understood, but it is a 
condition that the criminal justice systems 
in North Texas are addressing and attacking 
with all the firepower at their disposal.

The Military Officers’ Association of 
America (MOAA) is an association of military 
officers both current and retired that con-
cerns itself with the rights of veterans long 

after many people in America have all but 
forgotten about their service. At the North 
DFW Military Officer Chapter’s dinner at 
the DFW Airport Marriott Hotel on Nov.14, 
they invited Denton Assistant District At-
torney Forrest Beadle to speak about Denton 
County’s new Veterans Diversionary Court. 
Already in place in other North Texas Coun-
ties, the new court assists combat veterans in 
the criminal justice system.

After studying successful courts around 

Texas, Beadle decided that Denton needed 
one as well, but problems arose when he 
tried to transport the program to his county. 

“The law, as you read it if you strictly 
interpret it, talked about a material causal 
connection between the crime and PTSD,” 
Beadle explained. “That means there is a very 
tight connection.” 

Unfortunately, a strict reading of the 
laws meant that there were no participants 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Las Colinas Polo Fields were 

a hotbed of activity during the Rais-
ing Cane’s Recreational Cash Turkey 
Bowl held on Nov. 17. Unlike most of 
the competitions seen by these fields, 
there was not a horse or mallet in 
sight. Thirty-six teams competed in a 
five on five touch football tournament 

for a $1,000 grand prize. 
“In the flag football tournament, 

we have eight fields playing at once. 
Teams mostly from North Texas are 
playing, but there are teams from 
Oklahoma, Louisiana and East Texas 
here also,” said coordinator Dennis 
Freels, owner of FlagFootballX.com. 

Orange Line  opening
impacts area education

See ORANGE LINE, Page 5See AIRPORT, Page 5

Courts find new ways to aid troubled veterans

Flag football offers Texans 
a new way to experience football

cutline

See VETERANS, Page 8 See SCHOOLS, Page 10

See FLAG FOOTBALL, Page 8

By Sissy Courtney
Coppell Independent School District has joined 

23 other school districts across the State to form 
the Texas High Performance School Consortium to 
transform the old 19th Century system of teaching 
and testing into a 21st Century system that will allow 
student participation and engagement with authentic 
assessment. That was the topic of a brown bag meeting 
led by Coppell ISD Superintendent Dr. Jeff Turner at 
Coppell High School Nov. 14.

“We’ve got (our students) in an old system,” 
Turner said. “We’re giving them a test that requires 
bubble-in answers and not creative, innovative think-
ing, and we’re expecting them to be world critical 
thinkers. It’s not going to work, and we’ve got to do 
something about that.”

CISD’s vision tries to align the district with the 
future and to get students more ready for the future 
by emphasizing things like:

Engagement, with the curriculum and content, 
not just talking to kids.

Giving kids choice in learning: how they learn, 
what they learn, or choice about how they are assessed 
to show what they know. 

Raising the rigor on all students by having more 
students get into the advanced classes and providing 
support for them if they have difficulty.

Integration of more technology. The community 
has donated $3 million in technology. All schools are 
wireless with wireless devices in every classroom.

Teachers are becoming designers rather than 
instructors.

As part of the North Texas Regional Consortium, 
Coppell ISD worked to pass House Bill 1557, which 
resulted in the Texas High Performance Schools Con-

21st Century eDuCation

Coppell joins Texas 
High Performance 
Schools Consortium 
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sortium including 23 school districts 
across the State.

“They make up about four per-
cent of the population in the State 
of Texas,” Turner said. “The schools 
represent the State demographically: 
small schools, large schools, urban, 
suburban, and rural, all ethnicities, 
and schools from poverty areas, 
school with high wealth.”

Turner is co-chairman of the 
consortium along with Highland 
Park Superintendent Dr. Dawson 
Orr. 

“We are working together to 
create a pilot program for the State of 
Texas,” Turner said. “Our intention in 
this is that we would ask for waivers 
of the legislative session that starts 
in January to get out of a lot of their 
systems, including accountability 
and assessment. 

“Teachers are taking up to 30 
percent (of the school year) on test-
ing, worrying about testing, practic-
ing testing, benchmarking for testing. 
We think we can recapture that time 
and work with our teachers to cre-
ate innovative, creative projects and 
ideas to help our kids engage more in 
in their content and be better in the 
end for that.”

The group is not asking to be free 
of accountability.

“We are working on an account-
ability system that would replace the 
State’s,” Turner said. “We are looking 
at things that would be more authen-
tic and show that students can use the 
information and not just regurgitate 
it back on a test.”

The district is also looking into 
some diagnostic tests that would 
show whether the students are suc-
cessful or not. Turner said the STAAR 
and the EOCs are not diagnostic in 
nature. 

“They are not giving us the 
information we need whether the 
students have mastery of the objec-
tives or not because of the way they 
were designed,” Turner said. .

“Forty to 45 of our 180 days are 
taken up with some sort of State test-
ing during the school year, and that 
doesn’t account for the practicing and 
things we are doing to prep for those 
practices,” Turner said. “It’s a crazy 
system, and we believe if they will 
allow us out of their system, we can 
come up with assessments that better 
inform parents with some authentic 
measures including portfolios and 
things like that that you can actually 
see student growth.”

Turner said he believes Coppell 
will outperform the State the first 
year and that all the schools in the 
consortium will outperform the State 
in five years.

“If we can get that time back 
into the school year that we use for 
testing and can use some really great, 
innovative 21st Century teaching 

methods with our kids, our kids will 
soar and be higher on every measure 
(the State requires).”

Turner said the district is pro-
viding teachers with the training, 
technology, and the tools necessary 
to help students in the new system.

Bill 1557 just allowed the cre-
ation of the pilot program. 

“Now we need a bill that allows 
us to implement, and we propose to 
do that in (2013-2014),” Turner said. 
“So this session, we will be proposing 
several bills with the list of waivers 
that we need, and there will be an 
explanations of the type of account-
ability system that we hope to use, 
and we will be presenting it here in 
Coppell so that parents can under-
stand completely what we are doing 
and what we are getting involved in. 

“In 2013 we would, with the 
consortium, get into our own system 
of 21st Century learning for all kids. 
We’re calling the system CBAAS, 
Community Based Assessment Ac-
countability System, because we 
believe that we should be more ac-
countable to the community, to you 
as parents, than we are to Austin or 
Washington. The system is upside-
down.”

The district has formed a parent 
group and more information can be 
found on the district’s website.

The other school districts in the 
consortium include Anderson-Shiro, 
Clear Creek, College Station, Dun-
canville, Ennis, Glen Rose, Guthrie, 

Harlingen, Highland Park, Irving, 
Klein, Lake Travis, Lancaster, Lewis-
ville, McAllen, McKinney, Northwest, 
Prosper, Richardson, Roscoe, Round 
Rock and White Oak.

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

$5OFF

Full service 
Oil Change

With this coupon

Schools
Continued from Page 1

◆ CLOTHES ◆ JEANS 
◆ ACCESSORIES

◆ BEDDING ◆ LUGGAGE 
◆ ELECTRONICS 

◆ KITCHEN ◆ FURNITURE 
◆ OUTDOOR GOODS 
◆ AND MUCH MORE! 

1932 N Story Rd Irving Tx 75061
214-935-9794 and 214-819-9900

www.wwtradingexport.com
OPEN: 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Mon-Sat. & 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday 

GREAT VARIETY 
AT VERY LOW PRICES!

10% off
total purchase

Expires: 12/31/12

$9.99

$29.99

$42.99

CLEAR INTERNET

www.GoodbyeToContracts.com
4070 N Beltline Rd #152, Irving, TX 75038

817.522.1007
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

■ No Contracts
■ No Credit Checks
■ No Deposits
■ No Lease Fees 
■ No Early Termination Fees

Home of the 
NO CONTRACT SERVICE

Unlock
Savings
Today!!

Internet/Electricity/Mobile Phone
Unlocked Android Smartphones

Android Tablets

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 
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Rambler
Subscribe to the  

Makes a 
great gift!
214-676-1145 /

tammyp@irvingrambler.com

By Amanda Casanova
An Irving neighborhood has earned the distinc-

tion of being the most diverse in America, according to 
a report from Trulia Real Estate, an online real estate 
listing service.

Zip code 75038, which includes Broadmoor Hills 
and Song neighborhoods as well as North Lake College 
in Irving, earned the most diverse rating from the report 
released in mid-November.

The study found that the two neighborhoods near the 
Dallas-Fort Worth international Airport are 26 percent 
Asian, 25 percent Black, 23 percent Hispanic and 23 
percent White and 2.5 percent Multiracial.

Comparatively, the entire city of Irving boasts about 
220,000 people of which about 53 percent are White and 
about 12 percent Black. Another 40 percent are Hispanic.

The second most diverse neighborhood in America 
is one in Queens, New York, followed by a neighborhood 

in San Francisco called Treasure Island.
Rent in Broadmoor Hills in Irving is about $854, 

according to Urban Mapping, an online database for 
city information. The average household size is about 
three people. Home values average about $219,000 in 
this neighborhood.

Rent in the Song neighborhood is about $729 and 
home values stand at about $181,000.

The Lakemont neighborhood in Houston was named 
the seventh most diverse with 25 percent Hispanic, 28 
percent Black, 25 percent White, 20 percent Asian and 2 
percent Multiracial.

The Trulia report printed in Forbes also listed the top 
most diverse metros in America. The only Texas city to 
make the metro list was Houston at number four. 

This isn’t the first time Irving has earned a national 
nod. Earlier this year, the city ranked 13th on a Career-
Bliss.com survey for “Happiest Young Professionals.”

Irving Zip code recognized for resident diversity


