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SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan Cardiovascular Center: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

By Nick Kammerer
In light of the recent push for state and na-

tional healthcare reform, the Texas Conservative 
Coalition Research Institute (TCCRI) hosted a 
lecture regarding the controversial issue at this 
year’s Irving Healthcare Summit.

Dozens of concerned citizens joined state leg-
islators, policy experts and private sector stake-
holders to discuss the future of Texas healthcare 
at the Four Seasons Resort and Club in Irving 
on Nov, 22nd. 

After multiple speakers took to the podium, 
the TCCRI hosted an interactive panel to discuss 
Obamacare, Medicaid expansion, provisions of 
the Affordable Care Act and the increased cen-
tralization of national healthcare.

“Put simply, funding Medicaid expansion, at 
any rate, is a promise that the Federal Govern-
ment simply can’t keep; they can’t afford to keep,” 
State Representative Linda Harper-Brown said. 
“I think as we’ve all seen and heard on the news 
lately, there hasn’t been much within the Afford-
able Care Act that they’ve (the Federal Govern-
ment) promised, that they’ve followed through 
on. Any serious efforts by Washington to resolve 
the spending problem must include the discus-
sion of the entitlement programs.”

The Health Care Summit also discussed pol-
icy recommendations that the TCCRI will issue 
prior to the 84th Legislative Session.

“I will tell you, that as chair of the seques-
tration committee over the last interim, before 
our last session the one thing that we found 

FORT WORTH, Texas 
and TEMPE, Ariz. -- The 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of New York 
approved the settlement of the 
lawsuit reached with the U.S. 
Department of Justice and cer-
tain states relating to the merger 
of AMR Corporation and US 
Airways Group, Inc. on Nov. 
27. The court also ruled that 
the merger may be consum-
mated despite the pendency of 
a private antitrust lawsuit. As 
a result of the Court's rulings, 
AMR Corporation, the parent 
company of American Airlines, 
Inc., filed with the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of New York a notice 
that the proposed effective date 
of the Plan of Reorganization 
will be Dec. 9.

Consummation of AMR's 
Plan of Reorganization and the 
merger of US Airways Group, 
Inc. with and into a subsidiary 
of AMR Corporation is planned 

FORT WORTH, TX - Bell Helicop-
ter, Fort Worth Independent School Dis-
trict (FWISD) and Tarrant County College 
(TCC) recently announced a collaborative 
effort to provide advanced aviation and engi-
neering training for students at Dunbar High 
School. Representatives from Bell Helicopter, 
FWISD and TCC landed in a Bell 407GX at 
Dunbar High School in Fort Worth on Nov. 
20 to introduce the program to students and 
members of the community.

"This collaboration will provide real-time 
instruction to our students," said Fort Worth 

ISD Superintendent Walter Dansby. "The 
expertise of the aviation professionals writ-
ing this curriculum is state-of-the-art. You 
couldn't ask for anything better."

Bell Helicopter, FWISD and TCC are 
working together to develop and implement 
a rigorous curriculum for aviation and engi-
neering programs, offering students industry 
certification and dual credit. Tailored training 
to meet current and future industry needs will 
be incorporated into existing aerospace and 
engineering courses and the curriculum will 

Summit gives voice 
to conservatives' 
health policy issues

AMR emerging 
from Chapter 11, 
closing merger
on Dec. 9
Final day of trading 
in separate companies' 
stock is scheduled 
for Dec. 6

cutline

Bell Helicopter joins Tarrant schools 
to create aviation job track

Please see BELL on Page 7 Please see HEALTH CARE on Page 8Please see AMR on Page 2
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to be completed prior to the 
securities markets opening 
on Dec. 9. 

Assuming this expected 
schedule, the last day of trad-
ing of all outstanding securi-
ties of AMR, including the 
common stock trading un-
der the symbol "AAMRQ," 
and the common stock of 
US Airways Group, Inc. will 
be Dec. 6.

Upon the anticipated 
closing of the merger on 
Dec. 9 AMR Corporation 
will be renamed American 
Airlines Group Inc., with its 
common stock to be listed 
and traded on the NAS-
DAQ Global Select Market 
under the symbol "AAL" 
and its preferred stock to 
be listed and traded on the 
NASDAQ Global Select 
Market under the symbol 
"AALCP."

At the time the Plan of 
Reorganization becomes 
effective and the merger 
closes, each outstanding 
share of US Airways Group, 
Inc. common stock will be 
converted into one share of 
American Airlines Group 
Inc. common stock and sub-
stantially all pre-Chapter 
11 unsecured claims against 
and outstanding equity secu-
rities of AMR Corporation 
will be satisfied by American 
Airlines Group Inc. com-
mon stock or preferred stock 
in accordance with the Plan 
of Reorganization.

SOURCE American Airlines

AMR 
Continued from Page 1

University 
choosing new 
launch site for 
drone proposal

 
CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas—Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi is reviewing several 
promising options in the Big Bend area for un-
manned aerial systems (UAS) research.

The Alpine city council voted down a pro-
posal to allow the city's municipal airport to be 
used as a launch and recovery site for the UAS 
program operated by the University’s Lone Star 
Unmanned Aircraft System Center of Excellence 
and Innovation Center (LSUASC).

"We are disappointed that we won't be able to 
include the Alpine airport in our statewide net-
work,” said Dr. Luis Cifuentes, Vice President for 
Research, Development and Outreach at A&M-
Corpus Christi. “But, we have been approached 
by several other facilities in the area willing to 
support this opportunity."

Several Alpine residents spoke out over con-
cerns often associated with UAS such as spying 
and safety.

“We understand that images of military drones 
on television and stories of unmanned surveil-
lance have led some to a ‘wild west’ scenario for 
the future of unmanned aircraft,” Cifuentes said. 
“However, the reality is that the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) will use test sites, such as 
the one in our proposal, to ensure safety and pri-
vacy once UAS are allowed to be flown by ordi-
nary citizens.”

In fact, the new Texas Privacy Act prohibits 
the use of unmanned technology to “spy” on pri-
vate property or individuals.

“With our research, federal officials will be 
able to set up effective guidelines to integrate 

these aircraft into our airspace safely,” Cifuentes 
said. “The planes can then be used for activities 
such as fighting wild fires and monitoring hur-
ricanes, without endangering a pilot.”

The operations could also include observations 
of water and land interface, wildlife and herd 
count, mapping of sea grass and salt marsh com-
munities, and oil pipeline tracking.

The Alpine airport would have become one 
of several ranges in the LSUASC’s statewide test 
site proposal to the FAA. These test ranges would 
be highly monitored for appropriate research use. 
The FAA is scheduled to designate six such sites 
in the United States by the end of the year. Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi led a statewide 
effort to bring a UAS test site to Texas, and has 
the backing of the governor. The designation is 
expected to generate hundreds of jobs in Texas, 
with an overall estimated economic impact of $8 
billion over the next ten years. 

“The economic benefits of UAS integration 
have been shown in a thorough study published 
earlier this year.” Cifuentes said.

The Big Bend region was selected as one of 
the test ranges with strong recommendations by 
proposal consultants who were former FAA ex-
ecutives and air-traffic control officials, Cifuentes 
said. 

The variety of terrain in Texas creates a ben-
eficial setting for tests and in the creation of new 

applications for unmanned aircraft. The FAA has 
stated specifically that it wants a variety of topog-
raphy and weather for these test sites.

“Texas terrain provides the perfect backdrop 
for testing this type of technology,” said Dr. Da-
vid Bridges, Director of the Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Program in the College of Science & 
Engineering. “We have the Gulf to the east, high 
country to the west, grassy plains, and forest, not 
to mention about every type of weather imagin-
able.”

The Alpine decision does not take Texas out 
of the running for the FAA test-site designation. 

"We have a very competitive proposal. Texas 
airspace is perfect for this program and we have 
further options for securing a launch and recov-
ery site in the Big Bend region," Cifuentes said.

The LSUASC has been designated a research 
center affiliated with the Texas A&M Engineer-
ing Experiment Station (TEES) by the A&M 
System Board of Regents. The test-site proposal 
led by A&M-Corpus Christi includes support 
from the Governor's Office of Aerospace, Avia-
tion and Defense, elements of the University of 
Texas System, the Southwest Research Institute 
in San Antonio, the BayTech research consor-
tium in Houston, the aviation division of the 
Texas Department of Transportation, Camber 
Corporation and other private-sector companies. 

SOUCE Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

cutline
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The busiest day in the 40-year 
history of FedEx: Monday, Dec. 2

The Busiest Day in FedEx history was Monday, Dec. 2. On this day 
FedEx handled 22 million packages in one day – the most out of 
any one day in the 40 year history of the company. Dec. 2 also 

kicked off the Busiest Week for FedEx, during which the company will 
be handling more than 85 million packages.

Fun facts about the Fedex Busiest Day:
- FedEx shiped 11 percent more packages this year than last year’s 

Busiest Day.
- Package volumes on Busiest Day have almost doubled since 2007 

when FedEx shipped 11.5 million packages on that day.
- More than 125 packages per second were handled on Busiest Day.
- This is the earliest Busiest Day in the company’s history, a testament 

to the growing power of eCommerce in the holiday season.
The FedEx network is vast and well-equipped to manage the high 

package volumes. The network includes:
- 300,000+ team members
- 90,000+ vehicles
- 630+ aircraft
- 1,800+ FedEx Office locations
- More than 1,200 FedEx Express and 500 FedEx Ground facilities
- Many modes of transportation, including boats and gondolas, elec-

tric tricycles, all-electric delivery vans and hybrid-electric delivery vans
- The Memphis World Hub that, when working at peak capacity, sorts 

500,000 packages per hour across 42 miles of conveyor belt.
SOURCE FedEx
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TSA REVIEW

n Firearms Discovered This Week – Of the 34 firearms, 27 were loaded and six had 
rounds chambered. 
n Inert Ordnance and Grenades etc. – An inert replica grenade was discovered in a 
carry-on bag at Chicago O’Hare (ORD).
n Stun Guns – 22 stun guns were discovered this week in carry-on bags around the nation. 
Three were discovered in Atlanta (ATL), three in Los Angeles (LAX), two in Denver (DEN), two in 
Detroit (DTW), and the remainder were discovered at Aguadilla (BQN), Albuquerque (ABQ), Bill-
ings (BIL), Colorado Springs (COS), Elko (EKO), Huntsville (HSV), Knoxville (TYS),  Las Vegas (LAS), 
Orange County (SNA), Phoenix (PHX),  Portland (PDX), Shreveport (SHV).
n Artfully Concealed Prohibited Items – A comb knife was discovered in Atlantic 
City (ACY).
A credit card knife was discovered at Ft. Lauderdale (FLL).
A credit card knife was discovered at Portland (PDX).

“Unprecedented” is how Bill 
Priakos, President of Dal-
las Cowboys Merchandising, 
Ltd., describes the advantages 

of locating at Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport (DFW). 

The Cowboys design, manufacture and dis-
tribute team merchandise all under one roof. 
And, they are the only team in the world to use 
this unique structure to market directly to fans 
while serving every major retailer, more than 
1,500 accounts, 35 Dallas Cowboys pro-shops, 
and online retail through shop.dallascowboys.
com. All of this activity happens in their facility 
at DFW International Airport.

Prior to moving into the new facility in 
March 2010, the Cowboys were working in 
three separate buildings, which logistically 
proved to be problematic. 

The new facility at DFW International Air-
port boasts 360,000 sq. ft. of warehouse and 
40,000 sq. ft. of office, retail and showroom 
space. Priakos compared the facility to the 
Cowboys’ AT&T Stadium, because it provides 
the unique home field advantage they were 
seeking.

Since the move to the DFW facility, Dal-
las Cowboys Merchandising has realized a 26 
percent increase in efficiency. Priakos said this 
increase is a direct result of consolidating the 
company’s operations into one location. The 
DFW Airport location, the close proximity to 
customs, and planes just a short distance away 
for next day deliveries also provide the remark-
able advantage of speed to market. In addition 
to moving products, executives and clients who 
travel in from across the globe find the on-
airport location exceptionally convenient. The 
facility is within a Foreign Trade Zone, which 
provides numerous tax benefits as well.

“We would not have gone anywhere but a 
Foreign Trade Zone,” Priakos said. DFW’s For-
eign Trade Zone covers 2,500 acres of airport 
land, including the Dallas Cowboys Merchan-
dising location in DFW’s International Com-
merce Park.

Because the business of merchandising ebbs 
and flows, Priakos noted that the DFW Air-
port location has contributed to the company’s 
flexibility requirements, which are based on 
demand. In the sports merchandising world, 
a single game can have a tremendous impact 

on the demand. Priakos said that sales for a 
particular player’s jersey can go from virtually 
nothing to over 300,000 in 60 days, which can 
severely strain the logistics network. The robust 
connectivity available at DFW Airport is key to 
being able to meet such an increased demand.

“It would be nearly impossible to handle 
without being on DFW Airport,” Priakos said. 
Dallas Cowboys Merchandising has 100 full-
time employees, who work at DFW Airport 
every day, and who are among the 146,000 per-
manent employees that DFW Airport impacts 
annually. The company also has the ability to 
ramp up to four times that during the times of 
the year when demand increases.

“Dallas Cowboys Merchandising has been a 
great partner for DFW Airport. Besides being 
one of the most well-known brands throughout 
the world, the Dallas Cowboys, including the 
merchandising company, are tremendous sup-
porters of the regional economy,” said John Ter-
rell, Vice President Commercial Development. 
“We have worked on a number of projects with 
the Cowboys and look forward to more in the 
future.”

SOURCE DFW Airport

DALLAS and FORT 
WORTH, Texas, -- NBC 5 / 
KXAS-TV Dallas-Fort Worth an-
nounced Nov. 25 the donation of 
three decades of historical news 
film to The University of North 
Texas Libraries, Denton.

Thousands of donated film reels 
from the 1950s, 60s and 70s offer 
a moving picture history of news-
worthy events to North Texas au-
diences through the years. NBC 5, 
then WBAP-TV, signed on as Tex-
as' first television station in 1948 
and soon after began broadcasting 
news by splicing together film shot 
daily by station photographers. 

"'The Texas News' was a pio-
neering newscast format developed 
by a few WBAP staffers in the late 
1940s and early 50s," said Brian 
Hocker, NBC 5 vice president of 
programming. "The film in this 
collection was at the heart of the 
original television news programs 

of the day created specifically for 
North Texans."

Visiting celebrities, weather 
news from tornadoes to floods, and 
scenes of everyday life from drive-
ins to traffic tie-ups were all caught 
on film. 

Scripts providing context to the 
images still accompany many of 
the reels and will be valuable to re-
searchers digitizing and cataloging 
the archive. 

The University of North Texas 
(UNT) will permanently preserve 
the film and script images in digital 
files through their library's digital 
preservation network as funds spe-
cifically designated for the archive 
preservation become available.

"UNT through The Portal to 
Texas History project is doing re-
markable work making the past 
available to university researchers 
and the public," said Tom Ehl-
mann, NBC 5 president and gen-

eral manager. "We're hoping our 
film collection becomes a valuable 
part of that project and accessible 
to all."

"The special collections staff at 
UNT is excited to work with such 
an historic collection of television 
news footage," said Morgan Davis 
Gieringer, UNT Libraries head of 
special collections. "The NBC 5 
collection at UNT is an exciting 
resource for researchers and com-
munity members. We are happy to 
help preserve it for the future."

The NBC 5 film library is being 
donated to the University of North 
Texas in conjunction with NBC 
5's move to its newly constructed, 
state-of-the-art broadcasting and 
media center located near Dallas-
Fort Worth International Airport 
in Fort Worth. NBC 5 began 
broadcasting from the new facility 
earlier this month.

SOURCE NBC 5

NBC 5 Dallas-Fort Worth donates historical 
film library to University of North Texas

Dallas Cowboys find unparalleled advantages at DFW Airport location

Dallas Cowboys Merchandising, north of 
DFW Airport, as seen from Google Earth. 

Loaded Firearm Discovered at DAL
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Nintendo & 
Southwest Airlines 
bring friends, families 
and fun together 

REDMOND, Wash. – Nintendo and Southwest Airlines® 
surprised a full flight Nov. 26, giving every single Customer 
on board a free Wii U console. More than 100 passengers on 
flight 1883 from New Orleans to Dallas Love Field received 
Nintendo's HD video game system after they were greeted 
upon arrival by Mario himself. Mario surprised the Custom-
ers with a special announcement during the flight, and Nin-
tendo and Southwest Airlines representatives were on board 
to share in the fun.

The surprise kicked off a larger partnership between Nin-
tendo and Southwest that will bring big smiles to thousands 
of travelers through the fun and interactive entertainment of 
Nintendo video game systems and games during this busy 
holiday season. As the official video game partner of South-
west Airlines, Nintendo is setting up Wii U Gaming Lounges 
in some of Southwest's most heavily trafficked airports be-
tween now and Dec. 22. Passengers can pass the time before 
boarding by playing Super Mario 3D World and other newly 
released games, if their travels take them through the follow-
ing airports: Dallas Love Field, Chicago (Midway), Denver, 
Atlanta, Tampa Bay and St. Louis. Up to four players can join 
the fun at each game kiosk for free.

"No one is better than Nintendo and Southwest Airlines 
at bringing friends, families and fun together," said Scott 
Moffitt, Nintendo of America's executive vice president of 
Sales & Marketing. "As Southwest's video game partner, our 
aim is to bring smiles to travelers and Southwest Employees 
through the fun of Nintendo video games."

"Southwest Airlines continues to look for ways to have fun 
with our Customers and partnering with Nintendo will do 
just that," said Kevin Krone, Southwest Airlines Chief Mar-
keting Officer. "Much like Southwest, Nintendo delivers en-
joyment and passion and we look forward to bringing the fun 
to our Customers nationwide."

SOURCE Nintendo

cutline

cutline
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INCHEON, South Ko-
rea -- Boeing participated in 
a groundbreaking ceremony 
Nov. 25 with Incheon and 
Korean Air for construc-
tion of Korea's largest new 
aviation training facility to 
be located in Incheon's Free 
Economic Zone (IFEZ). The 
new campus, which is slated 
to open in 2015, will allow 
Boeing to expand the scope 
of its training business in 
Korea and continue its long-
standing training relation-
ship with Korean Air.

"Boeing is very pleased to 
participate in the continuous 
development of Incheon's 
Free Economic Zone with 
this project to expand avia-
tion training capabilities in 
Korea," said Sherry Carbary, 
vice president, Boeing Flight 
Services. "Boeing and Ko-
rean Air have a training re-
lationship spanning almost 
15 years. We look forward 
to continuing our collabora-
tion with Korean Air as we 
together to develop advanced 
aviation training programs 
from a new base in Incheon."

The facility, once com-
plete, will house 12 full-flight 
simulators for pilot training 
programs supporting Korean 
Air's flight training needs.

"Today's ceremony marks 
yet another milestone in our 

mutually beneficial 40-year 
relationship with Korean 
Air," said Pat Gaines, presi-
dent of Boeing Korea. "This 
new training facility truly 
demonstrates Boeing's lead-
ing role in enhancing Korea's 
commercial aviation indus-
try and we look forward to 
growing our local footprint 
in Korea."

Once the campus is com-
plete, Boeing will relocate 
its existing training support 
staff and equipment to the 
new facility. Boeing will con-
tinue to provide all simulator 
training and pilot checking, 

as well as continued involve-
ment in Korean Air's pro-
gram development, quality 
assurance and training op-
erations scheduling.

The 2013 Boeing Pilot 
& Technician Outlook, a 
bellwether industry fore-
cast of aviation personnel 
demand, calls for 192,300 
new commercial airline pi-
lots and 215,300 new tech-
nicians in the Asia Pacific 
region through 2032. North-
east Asia, including Korea, 
will need 18,500 pilots and 
25,500 technicians.

SOURCE Boeing

P 972.800.3894
F 972.584.0225

RDuggan@InsphereIS.com
www.InsphereIS.com/RDuggan

Serving DFW and surrounding areas
Rayna Duggan

Licensed Insurance Agent

Life | Health | Medicare | Long-Term Care

COIN SHOP
ICS — Irving Coin Shop

Buying & Selling Coins and Currency
Located at 135 Antiques Mall

1800 N. Story Rd. 972-986-0135
Robert Cell: 214-725-4229

Shop Hours — 12-3 7 Days a Week

• Party Room For Up to 100 people! 
• Senior Discount – 10% 

• FREE Birthday Buffet!* 

972-659-8999
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EAST BUFFET

FRESH FOOD is right around the corner  4023 West Airport Frwy • Irving
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10% OFF 
WITH THIS AD!

 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp • Soups

•Dessert • Ice Cream

“America’s favorite 
Chinese Food!”

••
• •

*Valid on your birthday 
with one or more guests.

Monday – Thursday

Don’t let it Sail Away 
 

3.60%  
Guaranteed-CD-Annuity

 

Effective Rate 5 years!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

$ 1st. Year 4.40%
$ 2-5 Years 3.40%
$ Full Accumulation Value at Death
$ Systematic Interest Withdrawals Available First Year
$ No Charge-back at Death
$ Issued to Age 90
$ 5-Year Surrender Charge
$ No Hidden Fees

For a limited time only, take advantage
of this interest increase

Call Now….this Great Rate will not last long

888-611-1414  •  Toll-Free
972-669-0175  •  Phone  

 TriMark Financial
1303 W. Beltline Road  •  Bldg. 201

Carrollton, Texas 75006

Boeing, Korean Air break ground on training facility
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emphasize building skills in 
key areas, including comput-
erized numerical controlled 
(CNC) machining and ad-
vanced composite bonding. 
The program allows students 
to complete their training in 
18 to 24 months and includes 
a senior project that will help 
determine if the student will 
be recruited by Bell Helicop-
ter and other companies in 
the aviation industry at the 
end of the course.

"We are thrilled to join 
both FWISD and TCC to 
enable our local youth to 
grow and develop their skills 
in aviation and engineer-
ing," said Shannon Massey, 
vice president, Quality at 
Bell Helicopter. "This type 
of centralized and certified 
trades skills training schools 
has never been approached 
before in this state and we 
believe this collaboration will 
not only provide more oppor-
tunity for students interested 
in careers in aviation, but 
will promote the industry as 
a whole, adding skilled men 
and women to the workforce 
in North Texas."

Currently, the 2013 9th 
and 10th grade classes at 
Dunbar High are experi-
encing the new curriculum 
for the first time. A separate 
team of curriculum develop-

ers consisting of Fort Worth 
Dunbar High School faculty 
members, Tarrant County 
College technical trade skill 
instructors, FWISD Career 
and Technical Education co-
ordinators and Bell Helicop-
ter technical training special-
ists are working together to 
incorporate specific industry 
production and manufactur-
ing requirements, techniques 
and practical applications 
skills into tracts that will 
best position graduates to 
qualify to participate in the 
Tarrant County Advanced 
Composite and CNC Ma-
chining programs. The Tar-
rant County programs will 
then provide them with the 
higher skills and knowledge 
that will qualify them for 
employment in the aviation 
industry. The proposals for 

the programs will be submit-
ted to the Texas State Work-
force Commission for state 
recognition and certification 
by 2015.

"TCC is constantly seek-
ing ways to launch new op-
portunities that allow us to 
work with Bell Helicopter 
and Fort Worth ISD so we 
can continue to play a key 
role in preparing a workforce 
to power our local economy," 
said TCC's Troy Vaughn, as-
sociate vice chancellor for 
Continuing Education Ser-
vices. "It is our hope that 
many of the students will 
continue their higher edu-
cation at TCC as they pre-
pare to take their place in 
the workforce or to continue 
their studies at a four-year 
institution."

SOURCE Bell Helicopter

BELL 
Continued from Page 1
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that would help us solve our debt problem 
in Washington, that would help solve a big 
problem in our budget here in Texas, the 
largest single expenditure that we could ac-
tually do something about, would’ve been on 
the Medicaid side. All we had to do was get 
Washington to block-grant Medicaid into 
the states, block-grant it to us, allow us to de-
termine how to spend those Medicaid dollars 
within each state, and it would’ve solved the 
debt crisis in Washington…” Rep. Harper-
Brown continued. 

“Any advocate of Medicaid expansion is 
an advocate for increasing national debt, and 
accepting Medicaid expansion, in my view, is 
fiscally irresponsible.”

Rep. Harper-Brown carried on, discussing 
her frustration with Obamacare.

“Now that the key provisions of Obam-
acare are being implemented, we are see-
ing its effects. Costs are rising for millions 
of people, and millions of people are being 
dropped from their insurance,” she explained. 

“Obamacare also imposes numerous taxes 
and regulations; all (those) are going to be 
burdensome to the economy and people’s 
lives. We’ve actually seen and heard about 
the number of businesses that are going to 
cut back to part time employees so that they 
don’t have to pay this. We’ve heard of busi-
nesses that are actually going to pay the pen-
alty, because to pay the penalty (is) going to 
be cheaper than actually paying the health-
care cost.”

LeAnn Behrens, President of Amerigroup 
Texas, a company specializing in managed 
care for government sponsored health plans, 
discussed her experience with Medicaid.

“Medicaid in Texas is about 25 percent of 
the state budget, and will probably continue 
to grow,” she said. “Over half of all births in 
the state of Texas are paid for by Medicaid. 
Texas today has about 76 percent of its popu-
lation in a managed care environment,” Beh-
rens said.

Behrens continued to explain more about 

Medicaid costs and the importance of real-
time case management.

“We have lots babies every year that we are 
taking care of. And babies, if they come early, 
are very expensive to take care of, as you may 
know. I have, many times, sent a case worker 
or social worker into a home, to make sure 
that the home is ready for a baby to go home, 
so that we can get them out of the hospital 
a few days earlier. Because if you’re paying 
$4,000, $5,000, maybe $10,000 dollars a day 
for a baby to be in a hospital, every day you 
shave off of that is huge.”

In a twenty minute lecture prior to the 
interactive panel, health policy expert and 
weekly Forbes.com contributor, Dr. Merrill 
Mathews, weighed in on the Affordable Care 
Act and what he considered to be its flaws.

“In solidarity with the Obamacare web-
site, I have returned to paper. We used to 
think technology and websites was great, but 
we’ve learned that paper is much more effi-
cient,” he said, poking fun at healthcare.gov’s 

rocky roll-out. “The goal of the Affordable 
Care Act was to increase access to healthcare, 
lower spending and improve the quality of 
healthcare. I don’t think it’s going to achieve 
any of those goals.

“The President had claimed that by the 
end of his first term, health insurance premi-
ums for a family would be $2,500 a year low-
er. They did an assessment at the end of his 
first term; they were roughly $3,000 higher.”

American Airlines takes delivery of first 
Airbus A321 Transcontinental aircraft

FORT WORTH -- Continuing its fleet 
renewal momentum this year, American Air-
lines today took delivery of the first Airbus 
A321 Transcontinental aircraft, complete 
with fully lie-flat First and Business Class 
seats on Nov. 21. The new aircraft is sched-
uled to enter service next year, making Amer-
ican the only U.S. carrier to offer customers 
more choices with a three-class configuration 
when flying between New York and Los An-
geles, and New York and San Francisco.

The A321T will offer a comfortable fly-
ing experience from coast to coast with fully 
lie-flat seats in First and Business Class, with 
direct aisle access for all First Class custom-
ers for ease of moving about the cabin. The 
aircraft is equipped with Main Cabin Extra 
seating, giving Main Cabin customers the 
option of up to six inches of extra legroom, 
and every seat onboard features in-seat en-
tertainment with up to 200 movies, up to 
180 TV programs, more than 350 audio se-
lections and up to 20 games. Individual AC 
power outlets and USB jacks are available at 
every seat throughout the aircraft. Customers 
will have an enhanced experience connecting 
with Gogo's upgraded ATG-4 Wi-Fi service.

"As the only airline to offer a three-class 

transcontinental service, we're delivering on 
what our customers flying between New York 
and the West Coast value," said Virasb Va-
hidi, American's Chief Commercial Officer. 
"With fully lie-flat seats in the premium cab-
ins, new menu options, and enhanced ameni-
ties, the A321T aircraft allows us to provide 
our customers with amenities that, until now, 
have traditionally been reserved for those 
traveling internationally."

American will begin operating the A321T 
between New York's John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport ( JFK) and Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX) in January. The 
aircraft will initially operate two of Ameri-
can's daily flights between JFK and LAX and 
will operate all frequencies between the two 
airports in June, when American increases its 
frequencies to 13 daily flights. The A321T 
will also begin flying between JFK and San 
Francisco International Airport (SFO) in 
March 2014 and will operate all frequen-
cies between the two airports in June, when 
American increases its frequencies to five 
daily flights.

"The flexibility of the A320 Family cabin 
allows airlines creative freedom with their 
passenger amenities," said John Leahy, Air-
bus Chief Operating Officer – Customers. 
"American has clearly taken advantage of all 

this aircraft has to offer and customized its 
A321 to optimize operations and customers' 
comfort."

The new A321T incorporates the latest 
improvements to reduce fuel burn, mark-
ing another important advancement toward 
American's efforts to build a more fuel-effi-
cient fleet. On the road to building a younger 
and more modern fleet, American plans to 
take delivery of nearly 60 new aircraft total 
by the end of the year, including new Boe-
ing 777-300ERs, Boeing 737-800s, Airbus 
A319s and Airbus A321Ts. The airline will 

continue its fleet renewal program in 2014 
with more new aircraft deliveries, including 
the Boeing 787, which is scheduled to join 
American's fleet late next year.

In addition, American's current and future 
deliveries from the Airbus A320 Family, in-
cluding the A321T, feature Airbus' Runway 
Overrun Prevention System (ROPS). This 
onboard cockpit technology increases pilots' 
situational awareness during landing, reduces 
exposure to runway excursion risk, and, if 
necessary, provides active protection.

SOURCE American Airlines
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of first Airbus A321 aircraft
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REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR

RV Space FOR RENT
3320 S. Briery Rd.

$350 per month  - deposit and 
references required
Call 972-252-4690

CASH FOR 
CHRISTMAS!

I Buy Houses & Apartments
Call Carolyn @ 214-906-2715

Lambs’ Painting & 
Remodeling

Quality work at affordable prices
call 214-730-2684

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking professional 
with at least two years 
front office experience. 

Basic computer skills such as word, and 
excel  a must. 40 hours a week Tuesday 
through Saturday. Professional appear-
ance and excellent & compassionate 
customer service skills required. Call 
972-254-4242 for an appointment.

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535
SANTA BARBARA, Calif. -- 

Direct Relief conducted the largest 
emergency airlift in its 65-year his-
tory on Nov. 23 to deliver 50 tons of 
essential medications and emergency 
medical supplies to people affected 
by Typhoon Haiyan. The massive air 
shipment included enough medi-
cines to treat 250,000 people and was 
delivered on a wide-bodied cargo air-
craft flight arranged and donated by 
FedEx. All aid items were requested 
by health officials and nongovern-
mental groups in the Philippines. 

Since the typhoon struck, medical 
aid organization Direct Relief had 
already delivered 10 tons of materi-
als valued at $4 million to the Phil-
ippines through 10 emergency air-
freight shipments and hand-carried 
items provided to medical teams 
traveling to the region. The donations 
contained antibiotics, I.V. fluids, oral 
rehydration formula, wound care 
supplies, pain relievers, surgical in-
struments, nutritional supplements, 
hygiene kits, and chronic disease 
medicines. The nonprofit also pro-
vided $150,000 in emergency cash 
grants to support relief operations 
launched immediately by trusted 
Filipino and colleague organizations.

The typhoon's devastating effects 

included significant damage or com-
plete destruction of health facilities in 
its path that also eliminated stocks of 
pharmaceuticals and medical equip-
ment, now urgently-needed.

"Filipinos have suffered a severe 
calamity and need help as they or-
ganize and manage the immediate 
relief and efforts and plan the next 
steps," said Direct Relief President 
and CEO, Thomas Tighe. "Direct 
Relief 's unique licensing among non-
profits allows us manage the dona-
tion of prescription medications, and 
our immediate focus is responding to 
urgent requests for essential medica-
tions and medical supplies needed to 
provide health services across the af-
fected local communities."

Across the island nation, health 
needs remain high. Having visited 
and assessed over a dozen provin-
cial hospitals on three affected is-
lands, the Direct Relief emergency 
response team on the ground in the 
Philippines reports that many health 
concerns remain, including: wounds 
and injuries, waterborne diseases, 
inadequate hygiene, communicable 
diseases spread by displacement and 
overcrowding (such as respiratory 
infections), malnutrition, and others.

The organization's private efforts 

in the country are being guided by 
close work and consultation with a 
broad consortium of private organi-
zations, including the Asia America 
Initiative, the Philippine Red Cross, 
the IPI Foundation, and the U.S – 
Philippines Society to ensure proper 
coordination with the Government 
of the Philippines and its officials re-
sponsible for managing overall efforts.

The $150,000 in immediate cash 
grants were given to three highly 
respected Filipino partners on the 
ground to support their emergency 
relief operations, including: Asia 
America Initiative, the Zuellig Foun-
dation, and the Philippine Disaster 
Recovery Foundation. The emer-

gency cash grants allow these local 
groups to continue supporting fami-
lies affected with basic needs such as 
nutritional support, clean water, and 
medical care

Direct Relief 's emergency re-
sponse team is working with senior 
Filipino officials, Filipino nongov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), 
and other NGOs to sort through 
logistics channels and roles among 
the numerous organizations involved 
in the response. As new information 
becomes available each day, the team 
is better able to assess health needs 
and tailor Direct Relief 's ongoing re-
sponse effectively.

SOURCE Direct Relief

Direct Relief provides 50 tons 
of essential medications, 
supplies to Philippines
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WASHINGTON -- An international satellite 
that will set a new standard for global precipitation 
measurements from space has completed a 7,300-
mile journey from the United States to Japan, 
where it now will undergo launch preparations.

A U.S. Air Force C-5 transport aircraft carry-
ing the Global Precipitation Measurement (GPM) 
Core Observatory landed at Kitakyushu Airport, 
about 600 miles southwest of Tokyo, at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m. EST Saturday, Nov. 23.

The spacecraft, the size of a small private jet, 
is the largest satellite ever built at NASA's God-
dard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. It left 
Goddard inside a large shipping container Nov. 
19 and began its journey across the Pacific Ocean 
Nov. 21from Joint Base Andrews in Maryland, 
with a refueling stop in Anchorage, Alaska. 

From Kitakyushu Airport, the spacecraft was 
loaded onto a barge heading to the Japan Aero-

space Exploration Agency's ( JAXA's) Tanegashi-
ma Space Center on Tanegashima Island in south-
ern Japan, where it will be prepared for launch in 
early 2014 on an H-IIA rocket.

"We have been building GPM hardware at 
Goddard for over four years," said Art Azarbar-
zin, GPM project manager, who traveled with the 
spacecraft on its flight to Japan. "We are excited 
now to get the spacecraft to Tanegashima and 
looking forward to the launch."

The satellite is designed to pool together pre-
cipitation measurements taken by a constellation 
of orbiting U.S. and international partner satellites, 
resulting in a single and comprehensive dataset of 
global precipitation every three hours.

The satellite will measure rain and snow using 
two science instruments: the GPM Microwave 
Imager (GMI) and the Dual-frequency Precipita-
tion Radar (DPR). The GMI captures precipita-

tion intensities and horizontal patterns, while the 
DPR provides insights into the three-dimensional 
structure of rain, snow and other precipitation par-
ticles. 

Together, these two instruments provide a data-
base of measurements against which other partner 
satellites' microwave observations can be mean-
ingfully compared and combined to make a global 
precipitation dataset.

The GPM mission is a partnership led by 
NASA and JAXA. Goddard built and assembled 
the satellite. JAXA provided the DPR instrument 
and launch services. The Ball Aerospace & Tech-
nologies Corp., Boulder, Colo., built the GMI un-
der contract to Goddard.

The GPM constellation is a network of satel-
lites from multiple U.S. and international space 
agencies.

SOURCE NASA

NASA delivers precipitation satellite to Japan for 2014 launch
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Airline Humor

I have been working at the 
DFW Airport for over 
21 years. Working here 

is an amazing experience. No 
day is ever the same and you 
get a chance to meet quite a 
few interesting people. The 

airline staff 
does an ex-
cellent job 
of taking 
care of the 
flying pub-
lic. 

I want 
to take 
time to ap-
plaud the 
flight at-
t e n d a n t s 
that are on 
the front 

lines in providing customer 
service. Please enjoy the wit 
and humor of the flight at-
tendants below:

It was mealtime during 
a flight on a small airline in 
the Northwest. "Would you 
like dinner?" the flight atten-
dant asked the man seated in 
front of me.

"What are my choices?" 
he asked.

"Yes or no," she replied.

*************************
A flight attendant was 

on the night flight to Ma-
nila when a water leak de-
veloped in the galley, which 
eventually soaked the carpet 
throughout the cabin of the 
747.

A very sleepy passenger 
who had become aware of 
the dampness asked the at-
tendant, ”Has it been rain-
ing?"

Keeping a straight face, 
the attendant replied, "Yes, 
but we put the top up."

With a sigh of relief, the 
passenger went back to sleep.

The Flight Attendants 
have to be quick thinkers on 
their feet. 

Take care and enjoy your 
week. Take care and “I’ll see 
you in the terminals!”

For more information, 
visit www.dfwchapel.org.

FUN AND GAMES

Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com
972-870-1992Buy it! Sell it!

BiSHop 
“DD” HayeS

Chapel 
News
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FUN AND GAMES

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi! My name is Jasmine. It's a pretty 
name, isn't it? I'm told Jasmine is 
also a shrub, but as you can see, 
I'm not a shrub. I'm a female and 
about 2 years old. I came here from 
another shelter and I love being 
petted. When you stroke my back, it 
feels soo good. You might have 
noticed that one of my ears is 
folded over. Well, that's because I 
hear so well that I only need to use 
one, but I'm keeping that other one 
in reserve. You never know, I might 
be needing it one of these days. 
Anyways, I hope that you like what 
you see and come on by for a visit. 
I'll be waiting.

My name is Bob, I'm a big beautiful boy 
with fur as soft as a bunny, and a soft 
personality as well. I was born outdoors 
to a Siamese mom about 18 months 
ago. My sister Tiger and I moved into a 
foster home to keep us safe until there 
was room at this great shelter. I got 
along great with the other foster cats and 
small dogs. My sister Tiger and I have 
never been apart, would you consider 
adopting two?

DFW NewsFlash
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1 and 2 bedroom apartment homes
 just minutes from DFW airport!

Avalon
Villas

4447 Rainier Street, Irving, Tx 75062

Call Today! 855-890-6373

Avalon Villas 
offers you all the comforts 

you deserve! Enjoy carefree living 
with all of our interior features 

and community ameni�es.

Town Homes
Fenced in Back yards
Stainless Steel Appliances
Faux Wood Floors
Sparlkling Pool
Fitness Center
Business Center
Outdoor Fireplace
Vaulted Ceilings

Call Today! 855-560-9892
 3701 West Pioneer Drive, Irving, TX 75061

www.montoroapartments.com

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartment Homes
Faux Wood Floors

Controlled Access Gates
3 Sparkling Pools

State of the Art Fitness Center
Business Center

Game Room & Playground
Outdoor Kitchen & Dog Park

Full Size Washer/Dryer Connections
Free After School and Summer Programs

Fully Upgraded Interiors with Black Appliances!

Knock, Knock...
Who's There?

YOU!!
WELCOME HOME!!!

Catch our FALL Savings 

with 1/2 Month 

FREE RENT 

On All 2 Bedrooms!!

6% DISCOUNT FOR AIRPORT EMPLOYEES


