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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

Celebrate Christmas 
traditions of

at the Irving Arts Center

Create holiday crafts & cards, meet Santa 
and see a wonderland of decorated trees.  
All supplies provided. 
 

IrvingArtsCenter.com
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75062

(972) 252-7558
Open 7 days a week • Free parking

FAMILY FUNDAYS 
Dec. 7, 14 and 21 • 2 - 4 p.m.  

All Free!

December 7, 2013 50¢

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●
Rambler Newspapers’ 500th Issue

By Phil Cerroni
The rumble of forklifts and 

hum of industrial refrigerators 
saturated the air at the North Texas 
Food Bank (NTFB), where three 
dozen volunteers busily sorted and 
packaged thousands of cans before 
the food was shipped to distribu-
tion points around the Metroxplex. 

Despite a bustling environ-
ment, prospects remain grim for 
NTFB and its partner agencies 
as the Feeding America affiliate 
enters its most critical fundrais-
ing period. Still reeling from the 
tens of millions of dollars worth of 
reductions to Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) 

benefits that went into effect on 
Nov. 1, NTFB is striving to find the 
second half of $7 million it needs 
to raise by the end of the month in 
order to maintain its current output 
of 175,000 meals, daily.

“The timing is so critical on 
this, because we raise about 40 

By Jess Paniszczyn
North Lake College students 

flocked to the campus’ 12th annual 
Santa Bucks event on Dec. 4. In ex-
change for ‘Santa Bucks’, students 
could buy a wide array of new and 
pre-owned items ranging from toys 
and DVDs to shoes and clothing to 
housewares and books. Addition-
ally, all shoppers were entered into a 
raffle to win several items including 

a complete WII Rock Band game, 
televisions and cameras.

Each year, three to four hundred 
students participate in the event. All 
durable items for sale cost one ‘buck’ 
and food items are three for a buck. 
Students receive 30 bucks when they 
process their student identifications 
and can earn additional bucks from 
teachers for classroom participation. 

By Phil Cerroni
Instead of closing on Dec. 4 as 

anticipated, the contract postal unit 
at Office Product Warehouse (OPW) 
on Main Street in the Heritage Dis-
trict will remain open for another 
year with the help of a $26,000 sub-
sidy approved by the Irving City 
Council on Nov. 7.

Responding to a petition from 
businesses and residents of the area, 
the City passed a resolution giving 
OPW $2,000 a month from the 
Economic Development Fund from 
December 2013 to December 2014. 

The building’s landlord agreed to 
chip in, as well, and is reducing the 
business’ rent.

In 2011, OPW President, Vic 
Aubey expanded the office supply 
store at the City’s request to include 
a contract postal unit.

“The council felt it was essential 
that we had a post office down there 
to attract business and try and build 
up our heritage district,” said City 
Councilmember Tom Spink.

Aubey agreed to the proposal, 
hoping to channel more businesses 

By Nick Kammerer
In light of the recent push for 

state and national healthcare reform, 
the Texas Conservative Coalition 
Research Institute (TCCRI) hosted 
a lecture regarding the controversial 
issue at this year’s Irving Healthcare 
Summit.

Dozens of concerned citizens 
joined state legislators, policy experts 
and private sector stakeholders to 
discuss the future of Texas healthcare 
at the Four Seasons Resort and Club 
in Irving on Nov, 22nd. 

After multiple speakers took to 

the podium, the TCCRI hosted an in-
teractive panel to discuss Obamacare, 
Medicaid expansion, provisions 
of the Affordable Care Act and the 
increased centralization of national 
healthcare.

“Put simply, funding Medicaid 
expansion, at any rate, is a promise 
that the Federal Government simply 
can’t keep; they can’t afford to keep,” 
State Representative Linda Harper-
Brown said. “I think as we’ve all seen 
and heard on the news lately, there 
hasn’t been much within the Afford-

By Jess Paniszczyn
Local residents woke up Friday 

morning to temperatures in the 20s, 
ice on the roads and snow on ground. 
Anyone hoping for Christmas weather 
just received their present. Literally just 
a couple of days before on Wednesday, 
the high temperature for the day was 80 
degrees.

The Winter Storm of 2013, which 
stretched from north east Texas, across 
parts of Ark., western Tenn., into Kan., 

Ohio and the Great Lakes, came with 
some consequences. Throughout North 
Texas, schools and businesses shut down 
and thousands of people were left with-
out power. In Irving, holiday festivities 
scheduled for Dec. 7 including the Blue 
Christmas Chili Cook-Off and the Holi-
day Parade were cancelled. The Holiday 
Tree Lighting has been rescheduled for 
5:30 p.m. on Dec. 12. 

The City of Coppell regretted that the 
Holiday Parade, scheduled for Dec. 7 was 

canceled. However the Tree Lighting has 
been rescheduled to take place at Town 
Center (255 Parkway Blvd.) at 6:00 p.m. 
on Sat. Dec. 13. Immediately following 
the tree lighting, the City’s “Movie in the 
Plaza” event will take place, featuring 
“A Christmas Story!” Visits with Santa 
will be available inside the Town Center 
atrium, beginning at 6:15 p.m. Plenty of 
holiday treats and refreshments will be 
available in the plaza area throughout 

The weather outside is frightful

An icy arctic blast greeted north Texas Friday morning bringing winter in 
all its glory. As some residents awoke, they found a few unpleasant, chilly 
surprises awaiting them. / Photo by John Starkey

Eleventh-hour deal saves 
downtown post office

Summit voices conservatives’
health care policy criticisms

See WEATHER, Page 4

See POST OFFICE, Page 9

See HEALTH CARE, Page 7
See FOOD BANKS, Page 4

See STUDENTS, Page 5

Food banks increasingly 
look to local support

Former Dallas Cowboy Defensive Tackle, Chad Hennings, advocates for the North Texas Food Bank as it tries to raise $3.5 
million before the end of the year. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Christmas comes early for 
good students at North Lake

Shopping for themselves and others, North Lake College students select items to 
purchase with their Santa Bucks. / Photo by John Starkey
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VISIT participating Irving 
restaurants this holiday 
season as they donate 
a percentage of their 
sales during the week of:  

Dec. 9-15  
to benefit Irving Cares. 

Irving Cares Services include: 
■  Financial assistance for rent, mortgage,
 utilities or prescriptions 
■  A food pantry 
■  An employment services program 
■  Transportation to medical appointments
■  Information and referral. 

For information contact Teddie Story 
at 972-721-9181 x 203 

or tstory@irvingcares.org

Joe's Co�ee Shop
425 West Irving Blvd. 
• 20% of sales on 12/9

Fish City Grill
7750 North MacArthur Blvd.  

• 15% of food sales on 12/10 
• November & December

food donations
• Canned food drive all week

Big State Drugs
soda fountain 
100 East Irving Blvd. 
• 15% of sales on 12/11

PJ's Café
2301 N. O'Connor Rd.
• 10% of sales on 12/12

• Canned food drive all week

Glory House
109 South Main Street 
• 15% of sales on 12/13

La Cima Club
5215 N. O'Connor Rd.

Suite 2600
• Canned food drive

all week

Bill Hooten State Farm 
Insurance 400 E Royal Ln #211
(972) 409-9940
• A donation for every call 
his office receives.

Essential Insurance Concepts  
2940 N. O’Connor Rd #120
(469)647-4019 
• $5 donation in the 
name of every person who 
receives an insurance quote. 

Last year, Irving Cares programs 
served over 44,000 people: 

1 in 5 in our community.

Express Employment 
4070 N. Beltline Rd #126
972-258-4981
• $100 donation for each new 
temporary employee who starts 
work (and receives a paycheck 
for at least 8 hours) during the 
week December 9-15.
• Canned food drive all week 

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Great for friends 
& family!

GIFT
CARD$25

GIFT
CARD$5

FREE

BUY A

GET A

www.angelsandmoore.com
customerservice@

angelsandmoore.com

DECEMBER SALES

FABRIC STORE
(972) 579-0535

118 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving  TX 75060

$5 OFF 
your purchase of $15 

or more. Good for 
alterations or gift shop. 

(Not to be combined with any 
other discount or coupons. 

Please present coupon at 
time of purchase. 

Expires 12/31/13)

■ SELECT LACE ■
AND TRIMS

1/2 off

■ ACME 8 1/2" ■ 
SCISSORS 

$2.99 
Reg. $3.99 (limit 2)

■  LOOP TURNER  ■ 
$1.49

Reg. $2.99 (limit 2)

■ 6"X8" OLFA  ■ 
SELF HEALING
CUTTING MAT

$5.99    
Reg. $6.99

 (All sales limited to stock on hand.)

Classes/Events: 
■ Quilted, Microwave Bowl 
 Potholder 12/10
■ Sewing lessons 
 by appointment 
■ FREE Craft Night 12/13
■ Please see our website
 for holiday hours!

COUPON

Living History Series: Pan Am Living 
History Series: Pan Am Stewardess, 
Kari-Mette Pigmans
Dec. 6, 11:30 a.m., Dec. 7 2 p.m.

 The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza 
(411 Elm St., Dallas) will close out its popular 
2013 Living History Series with Kari-Mette 
Pigmans, a Pan Am stewardess aboard the 
White House press plan in the early 1960s. 
Pigmans met President John F. Kennedy 
several times and was at Dallas Love Field 
when the president was assassinated. 
Coincidentally, she was working on both 
Nov. 22, 1963, and Sept. 11, 2001. $10.

Coppell Holiday Celebration 
Dec. 7, 6:30 p.m.

The parade has been cancelled
Heritage Crossing Community Meeting
Dec. 10, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Public meeting to review the refined drafts, 
from the November meetings, of the 
schematic design for the reconstruction of 
the Irving Blvd./Second St. corridor through 
downtown as well as the restructuring of 
the development regulations for Heritage 
Crossing.

Orange Line Project Update Meeting
Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m.

With the final segment of the Orange Line 
to DFW Airport scheduled to open in 2014, 
DART KSWRP, the contractor, will present a 
project update and construction review of 
the five-mile segment from Belt Line Station 
to DFW Airport Station next to Terminal 
A. North Lake College West Campus (1401 
Royal Ln. West).

Lone Star Youth Orchestra’s Royal 

Holiday
Dec. 11, 7 p.m.

Double the fun when the orchestra’s alumni 
members join current members on stage 
as guests. Featured selections: Music for 
Royal Fireworks, Handel; Masquerade Waltz, 
Khachaturian; 1st movement, Unfinished 
Symphony, Schubert; and holiday favorites. 
Carpenter Hall. $7-$12 

Coppell’s Tree Lighting and Santa Visit
Friday, Dec. 13 at 6:00 p.m.

The event, originally scheduled for Sat., Dec. 
7, has been postponed due to inclement 
weather.  Please make plans to join us Friday, 
Dec. 13, for the lighting of the City’s holiday 
tree at 6:00 p.m., in Town Center Plaza, 
255 Parkway Blvd.  Immediately following 
the tree lighting, the City’s “Movie in the 
Plaza” event will take place, featuring the 
holiday favorite “A Christmas Story!”  Visits 
with Santa will be available inside the Town 
Center atrium, beginning at 6:15 p.m.  
(972) 462-5100 for information.

Tree Lighting Ceremony
Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m.

Rescheduled for today due to inclement 
weather last weekend, Irving’s Tree Lighting 
at City Hall (825 W. Irving Blvd.) will include 
a holiday stage show, children’s crafts, food, 
fireworks and performances by local dance 
groups. Concessions also will be available.

Blue Christmas Pancake Breakfast
Dec. 14, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

The Irving Fire Department will host a 
pancake breakfast benefiting Blue Christmas 
Toy Drive at Plymouth Park Baptist Church 
(1714 N. Story Rd.) There will be drawing for 

prizes and Santa will be attending so bring 
your cameras. For more information, call 
(972) 721-2651. $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 and under.

The Nutcracker 
Dec. 14, 1 p.m. & 7 p.m.; Dec 15, 2 p.m.

A production of Colleyville Ballet, the 
performances feature a student performance 
company of the Marina Almayeva School 
of Classical Ballet. Artistic Director and 
Choreographer, Marina Almayeva. Dupree 
Theater, Irving Arts Center. $28-$38.

Family Funday, Greeting Card 
Workshop and Photos with Santa 
Dec. 14, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Heat up the holidays by celebrating ¡Navidad 
Latinoamerica! at the Irving Arts Center. 
Stroll through the galleries filled with 
colorful art and decorated trees. Create 
Christmas cards with Irving Art Association, 
make holiday crafts inspired by Latin 
American traditions and snap photos as 
your child meets Santa Claus. All supplies 
provided.

Irving Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas 
JOY 
Dec. 14, 8 p.m.

The holiday concert features Grammy Award 
baritone, Donnie Ray Albert, and singer, 
Shilah Phillips. Mr. Albert has performed 
with many major opera companies and 
orchestras in North America and Europe 
and Ms. Phillips is a former Miss Texas and 
fist runner up to Miss America in 2007. 
Carpenter Hall, Irving Arts Center. $37-$47.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Elvis Blue Christmas Party
Dec. 13 —7 pm - 10 pm 

$40 per person

Elvis Birthday 
Celebration Week

Jan. 10 — 7 pm - 10 pm
Dinner and Show $40

Plan your holidays now
Host your holiday party at Glory House 

or order catering to your home or business or venue 

See CALENDAR, Page 3
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To reach an Advertising Representative, please call 972-870-1992.

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 10 Issue 49 is published weekly 
for $35 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.
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We’re open for dinner 5 nights a week!
Monday thru Friday 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Now serving breakfast all day, every day!

2301 N. O’Connor Road  •  Irving, TX  75062  •  972-255-8400     

on good old-fashioned 
home     cooking!

a fresh new twist

Buy 1 Entrée with 2 drinks 
and get a second Entrée 

FREE 
(must present ad with order)

HOMESTYLE COOKING

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 
AVAILABLE ALL DAY

(469) 647-5149
 1735 N Story Rd Ste 172

Irving, TX 75061

CALL IN TO-GO ORDERS!!

Happy Hour
Mon – Fri 4pm -7pm
$2 domestic drafts
$3.75 margaritas

cafe

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!

Great Stories with Music 
Dec. 15, 3:30 p.m.

Members of the New Philharmonic Orchestra 
take the stage along with student musicians 
from the IISD orchestra program. Featured 
works include Ludwig van Beethoven: 
Overture to Fidelio; Antonio Vivaldi: Concerto 
for Four Violins; Geocaching Rossini: 
Overture to William Tell; Alexander Borodin: 
In the Steppes of Central Asia; and Joaquin 
Turin: Danas Fantastical. Carpenter Hall, 
Irving Arts Center. $10-$18. 

Blue Christmas Toy Drive
Through Dec. 20

Irving’s Police and Fire departments are 

again hosting the Blue Christmas Toy Drive. 
Donations of new, unwrapped toys for 
children ages 1-16 (gifts for teens are most 
needed), as well as canned and box food 
items, can be dropped off at any Irving 
fire station through Dec. 20. For more 
information, call (972) 721-2746.

Sculpture by Pastor Garcia
Through Jan. 5 

This exhibition showcases brightly colored 
Mexican folk art sculptures of fantastical 
creatures made by local artist, Art 
Connection member and Irving resident, 
Pastor Garcia. This style of work, called 
Alebrijes, originated in Oaxaca, Mexico and 

refers to imaginary creatures that borrow 
characterists of different animals such as 
dragon bodies, bat wings, wolf teeth and 
dog eyes. Garcia’s works are created using 
papier mâché, and then intricately painted. 
Focus Gallery, Irving Arts Center. Free.

Paintings by Clotilde Espinosa
Through Jan. 26

The instillation Features the oil and acrylic 
works of Denton artist, Clotilde Espinosa, 
as part of the Arts Center’s celebration of 
the Latin American traditions and culture. 
Born in Colima, Mexico, Espinosa has a BFA 
and MFA from Texas Woman’s University 
and credits the two different cultures for 
the subject matter and sensibility behind 
her work. Carpenter Hall Lobby, Irving Arts 
Center. Free.

Tall Tales & Huge Hearts: Raúl Colón
Through Jan. 26 

Award-winning artist, Raúl Colón has 
illustrated more than 30 books for children. 
Known for his vibrant illustrations in 
watercolor and colored pencil, Colón created 
the art for a number of acclaimed picture 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Four schools receive 
Blue Ribbon honors 

Four Irving ISD campuses have 
been given national recognition 
through the Blue Ribbon Schools of 
Excellence Organization. MacArthur 
High School and Stipes Elemen-
tary School have been bestowed the 
top honor of “Lighthouse Award.” 
Crockett Middle School and Good 
Elementary School will be receiving 
the “Points of Light Award.”

All four principals will be rec-
ognized at the National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Conference in Orlando, Fla. 
on Dec. 11-13. They will also receive 
valuable training and professional 
development to help further their 
campus goals of academic achieve-
ment for all students. 

SOURCE Irving ISD

FUNERAL HOME

Saturday, December 14, 2013
11:00 am

at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens
1413 East Irving Boulevard  • Irving, Texas 75060

972-579-1844

972-254-4242 972-579-7356972-607-4400 972-259-7644

972-579-1313

Please join all seven funeral homes in Irving to honor the veterans that are laid to rest in 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. The staffs of Aria, Brown’s Memorial, Calvary, Chism-Smith, 
Donnelly’s Colonial, Mt. Carmel, Restland Coppell Chapel Funeral Homes and your friends at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens welcome the public’s involvement with the fourth annual Wreaths 
Across America Project.

The public is encouraged to join in this event by sponsoring a wreath, attending the Wreath 
Laying Ceremony and/or volunteering in the placement of wreaths following the program on the 
graves of our veterans.

To purchase a wreath, or to become a small business or corporate sponsor of ten or more 
wreaths you may contact one of the following sponsors.

Chism-Smith
Funeral Home

972-438-7900 (972) 745-1638

books, including José! Born to Dance: The 
Story of José Limon by Susanna Reich, 
winner of the Tomas Rivera Mexican-
American Children’s Book Award. This 

exhibition is organized by the National 
Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature in 
Abilene, Texas. Dupree Theater Lobby, Irving 
Arts Center. Free.

Continued from Page 2
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faithful member of Plymouth Park 
Baptist Church for 24 years, where 
she met later in life and married her 
soul mate, Bob Wood. Juanita is 
survived by her loving husband of 19 
years, Robert “Bob” Wood; daughter 
Angela Bozarth and granddaughter 
Avery Bozarth, stepsons: Brian Wood 
and wife Linda; children Hannah and 
Ethan. Christopher Wood and wife 
Janet; daughter, Ashley. She is also 
survived by a brother, Paul Herring 
of Louisiana. Juanita retired after 
39 years at Roadway Express in Ir-
ving, where she received numerous 
awards for outstanding service. She 
enjoyed her job and made lifelong 
friends.  Her greatest commitment 
and love were to the Lord, her family, 
her friends and her church. Juanita 
enjoyed antiquing, gardening and 
traveling. A memorial service will be 
held at Plymouth Park Baptist Church 
in Irving, date and time pending.

Virginia L. Countryman
Virginia L. Countryman, age 84, 

of Lewisville, a former long-time resi-
dent of Irving, 
went home to 
be with her 
Savior Jesus 
Christ  Sun-
day, December 
1, 2013. Born 
December 23, 
1928 in Gar-

field, Arkansas, and she grew up in 
Northeastern Oklahoma. On Janu-

OBITUARIES
NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Joe B. Weisinger
February 16, 1930 – December 1, 2013

Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 
972-259-7644
Larry Wallace
January 18, 1953 – November 30, 2013
Frankie Mae Redmond 
February 17,1945 – November 30, 2013
Diane Hulsey 
January 6, 1942 – December 1, 2013
Mary Compton 
December 5, 1939 – December 1, 2013
Bertha Decker 
July 18, 1958 – December 5, 2013
Patricia Reeves 
August 9, 1942 – December 1, 2013
Larry Edge 
June 1, 1962 – November 30, 2013
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Roger L. Moulton
August 12, 1952 – November 27, 2013
Louise Rose Talia
May 9, 1938 – November 29, 2013
Ronald Keeth
June 23, 1959 – December 4, 2013
Deborah Salinger
June 20, 1959 – December 4, 2013

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

ary 1, 1949, she married Grover K. 
Countryman in Bentonville, Arkan-
sas. They moved to Irving and were 
charter members of MacArthur Blvd. 
Baptist Church since 1953. She was a 
beautician in Irving for many years. 
They moved to Lewisville in 2007. 
Preceded in death by her parents, 
two brothers, and three sisters, she 
is survived by her husband, Grover 
K. Countryman of Lewisville; her 
children, Sharon Cole, Ken Country-
man, Rick Countryman and Pamela 
Crisson; a sister, Dottie Comstock; 
15 grandchildren;21 great grand-
children; several nieces, nephews, 
and extended family members. Vir-
ginia loved the Lord Jesus with all 
her heart. Her family is comforted 
in knowing she is home with Him. 
Services were held Thursday, Dec. 5 
at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist Church in 
Irving. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to the Gideons Interna-
tional, P. O. Box 140800, Nashville, 
TN 37214-0800.

Juanita Louise Wood
Juanita Louise Wood, 71, of Ir-

ving, passed away on Wednesday, De-
cember 4, 2013 
after a difficult 
battle with Al-
zheimer’s. She 
was born on 
July 7, 1942 
in Kosciusko, 
Mississippi to 
the late Isaac 

and Ruby (Crager) Herring. She 
grew up in Shreveport and Leesville, 
Louisiana. She moved to Dallas after 
graduating high school but settled 
in Grand Prairie, attending First 
Baptist Church until she moved to 
Irving in 1986. Juanita became a 

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

percent of the needed funds in the 
month of December. Money raised 
now helps feeds North Texans all 
year long, and every dollar donated 
means three meals for hungry North 
Texans,” said Jan Pruitt, President 
and CEO of NTFB, during a Dec. 
5 press conference held at NTFB’s 
South Dallas warehouse.

Before SNAP reductions, NTFB 
and food pantries across the region 
were only able to provide about half 
of the 300,000 balanced meals need-
ed to feed food-insecure residents. 
Since November, those numbers 
have skyrocketed.

“These cuts are impacting nearly 
half a million people right here in the 
North Texas Area that are serviced 

by our partner agencies,” Pruitt said.
“Nationally, there are 49 million 

people who are at risk of hunger, in-
cluding 16 million children,” said Bob 
Aiken, President and CEO of Feeding 
America. “The issues are particularly 
acute in Texas...so when Jan talks 
about those reductions to the food 
stamp, the SNAP program, we know 
that is going to cause the lines at our 
pantries all across America to grow. 
It’s going to cause the lines here in 
Texas and North Texas to grow.” 

At the end of his address, Aiken 
informed the guests that, beginning 
in February, Pruitt will be the new 
Chairman of the Board of Director 
for Feeding America.

Former Dallas Cowboy Defen-
sive Tackle Chad Hennings was on 
hand to recruit volunteers. A board 
member for Christian Community 
Action, Hennings believes local com-

munities can and should take the lead 
in nutrition supplement, especially 
in light of the Federal budget crisis.

“If you can’t take care of your 
own backyard, you’re not going to 
impact the rest of the world,” Hen-
nings said. “...It shouldn’t be the 
government’s responsibility to take 
care of the people. It’s our respon-
sibility as neighbors, as members of 
this community.

“You’re telling somebody else, 
them telling somebody else, people 
being able to give just a $5, $10 dona-
tion, whatever. It’s going to make an 
impact, because when you have thou-
sands of people just doing that little 
bit, just makes a huge difference.”

To volunteer with NTFB, visit 
“I want to get involved” on web.
ntfb.org.

Food banks
Continued from Page 1

this fun event. 
At the Dallas/Fort Worth Inter-

national Airport, Airlines preemp-
tively cancelled over 750 departures 
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6 from 
DFW Airport, primarily morning 
departures. That figure represents 
about 90 percent of Friday’s flight 
schedule. 

Roads around the Airport were 
described as passable but treacher-
ous with slushy and icy conditions 
reported on roadways, bridges and 
overpasses.

DFW Airport advised all pas-
sengers and those meeting flights to 
check with their airlines for the lat-
est information. More resources are 
available at the Flight Information 
page at www.dfwairport.com/flights 
or by downloading the Official DFW 
Airport Mobile App.

Falling trees and ice damaged 
power lines and left many North Tex-
ans without electricity or heat. Those 
unlucky Oncor customers can be 
assured that more than 2,500 com-
bined Oncor employees, contractors 
and employees from other utilities 
are responding to the power outages 
from the winter storm. Crews from 

utilities as far away as Florida are 
responding in North Texas to assist 
with power restoration.

“With winter storms like this 
one, we see ice accumulate on tree 
limbs over time and new outages can 
continue for several hours, or even 
days, after the storm blows through, 
as trees finally give way to the weight 
of the ice,” Chief Operating Officer 
Jim Greer said.

In addition, he said, Oncor crews 
have to navigate the slick roads and 
icy conditions to make repairs, so 
restoration times can take longer 
than some spring or summer storms.

People should stay away from 
downed power lines and any tree 
limbs that might be touching them.

“Safety of our employees and 
the public is our number one priority 
so it’s important that people always 
assume that any downed power line 
is energized and dangerous. Many 
people don’t realize that tree limbs 
can conduct electricity and by just 
touching them, customers are at risk 
of electrocution. It’s imperative that 
customers keep their families and 
pets away from downed lines and 
immediately call 911,” Greer said.

Oncor has mobile and on-line 

outage reporting tools for customers. 
Customers can utilize the company’s 
text outage service that allows custom-
ers to text OUT to 66267 and report 
the outage without having to call in. 
Those customers will receive restora-
tion updates to the registered mobile 
phone. Customers can register at any 
time, regardless of whether or not they 
are currently experiencing an outage.

Customers also can visit the 
outage map to see outages and 
predicted restoration times at www.
stormcenter.oncor.com or follow 
Oncor on Twitter or Facebook for 
regular updates.

Some information provided by 
City of Irving, City of Coppell, DFW 
International Airport and Oncor.

Weather
Continued from Page 1

Taking advantage of the snow, Anthony (9) and Juan (10) Muniz and Alexandra Briones 
(7) enjoy sledding rather than attending class on Friday afternoon. Photo by John Starkey

Taryn Anderson (left) and Dave Kaufman (right) package canned food before it is sent 
to pantries around the Metroplex. Jan Pruitt, President and CEO of the North Texas Food 
Bank, said they need weekday volunteers, like them, in order to process all their food 
donations. / Photo by Phil Cerroni



THE RAMBLER December 7, 2013 Page 5www.RamblerNewspapers.com

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

For schedules or more information, 
visit trinityrailwayexpress.org.

See The TRE Transformed Into A 
Winter Wonderland Filled With 

Holiday Fun For All Ages!

Friday, November 29 
& Every Saturday, 

November 30 - December 21 

Visits from Santa!
Holiday Carolers!

Story Time!
And Much More!

DEBUTS 

Friday, 
November 29

Give your family a ride 
to remember on our

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

“Our goal is to have a healthy 
student to go to class and to be able 
to concentrate,” said Kathleen Stock-
mier, North Lake College’s Newspa-
per Adviser. “We know that hunger is 
a problem among young people. We 
all know clothes are expensive when 
students are spending money on 
books and tuition. The clothes help 
a little, and there is some really nice 
stuff in (the store.)

“It is also very heartwarming to 
know you are helping somebody. 

“This brings out a generous side 
in the students. One young man just 
came in and bought all the food, and 
said it is free for anybody who wants 
it, so they don’t have to spend their 
Santa Buck on it. Another lady came 
in with some gift cards for us to give 
away to students, because she knows 
we know who needs those gift cards. 
People want to give back. 

“The food this year was donated 
by Dr. Bach’s government students as 
part of their service learning obliga-
tion to be a part of the community. 
They just fed everybody…”

One of the store’s hottest items 
is childrens toys.

“The average age of our college 
students is 27,” Stockmier said. “We 
have college students who have chil-
dren, and students who have grand-
children. So a lot of the students are 
taking the toys for their own children. 
The childrens toys and clothes go 
really fast. But the food is the num-
ber one item on their list when they 
walk in.”

Amid the hustle and bustle of the 
Santa Bucks shopping, Interim Presi-
dent Christa Slejko walked through 
the store to see how everything was 
running. 

“It makes the students feel good 
that they have provided Christmas 
gifts for their kids,” Slejko said. “They 
have a wrapping station, so (the 
students) can take the gifts home 
wrapped. 

“We talk about completing col-
lege, but students can’t concentrate 
if they are worrying about gas for 
their car, rent or daycare. So any little 
thing we can do to make the rest of 
their lives easier… We like to think 
of the whole student, not just when 
you are here in class, you’re in class. 
This is like a family, a community. 

We try to take care of as many of 
their needs as we can, not just their 
academic needs.” 

Even though KiKi Johnson will 
be graduating in the spring with a 
double major in Neuroscience and 
Cognitive Science, volunteering for 
the event was her first experience 
with Santa Bucks.

“We have had people tell us be-
fore they leave, after they shop that 
this means so much,” Johnson said. 
“We’ve had vegans and vegetarians 
come in and get a lot of the canned 
goods and cereal. We’ve had a lot of 
young mothers come in who were 
very grateful to have onesies and 
pajamas for their kids, Christmas 
presents, toys, books… What we can 
do for people here; I don’t think we 
can top it. It really means a lot. 

“Just to see so many people 
come and take it all (is amazing.) 
We are out of canned food. We have 
no more baby food. We had diapers. 
That was the good thing about it; we 
gave away things people did need. We 
had scarves, hats, jackets and suits for 
business women. A lot of people have 
been very grateful. 

“I didn’t think the turnout would 
be this big. I’ve been a student here 
for two years, while I’ve donated, I’ve 
never actually bought from the store. 
This is my first time. I have four bags 
worth of stuff I’m taking home. The 
coolest thing I picked up for myself is 
a vintage Coach purse, but it’s a real 
Coach purse.”

Life has thrown Suzanne Lau-
taret some curves she never anticipat-
ed. Once a stay-at-home mom and ac-
tive community volunteer, at 48 she 
started her college career, studying 
education with the hope of becoming 
a middle school teacher. Her family’s 
troubles were compounded in August 
when her sister passed away. 

“Yesterday, I was able to get 
some Christmas stuff for my niece’s 
kids. They are one and four years old,” 
Lautaret said. “My niece has been 
thinking they wouldn’t have anything 
for Christmas. And she’s really up-
set, because her mother is gone. It’s 
been devastating to us. We’re getting 
through, and this is going to help us 
with Christmas, and that is really, 
really cool. 

“I’ve been the one who has been 
able to help in past years. Now I’m the 
one who needs the help. It is kind of 
a humbling experience to be the one 
taking, but that’s okay. I’m going to 

Students
Continued from Page 1

school, and when I graduate, I’ll be 
making enough money to get by, 
and I won’t have to have so much 
help. Sometimes help is not such a 
bad thing.” 

Realizing that need knows no 
season, the Journalism Club, which 
sponsors Santa Bucks, with the sup-
port of North Lake College, opened 
a store that serves students during 
the semesters. 

“We have a store now,” Stock-
mier said. “We’ve had it for two and a 
half years. We service 1500 students a 
semester. They bring things in, trade 
them for ‘Blazer Bucks’ and turn right 
around and buy the stuff in the store. 
So stuff comes in and stuff goes out. 
It is one of those nice sustainability 
projects on campus, and it is doing 
really well.”

Student volunteers help shoppers with their final selections at North Lake College’s 
Santa Bucks event.  / Photo by John Starkey
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Advent & Christmas 

Holiday Worship Schedule
Wednesdays Advent Vespers 
12/4, 12/11 & 12/18 At 7:00pm
CHRISTMAS EVE – 7:00PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY - 10:00AM
NEW YEARS EVE – 7:00PM

2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving, TX 75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Season’s 
  Greetings
Season’s 
  Greetings

Illustration by Gustave Dore 
“The Star in the East” (modified)

The Dore Bible Gallery, 1880 edition

WESTERN HERITAGE CHURCH

Sunday, Dec. 15th
5:30 p.m.

Pastor Jody Nichols 
Invites Everyone!

Presented by: Western Heritage Live Band & Worship Leader Kathy Nichols
Bring your favorite Christmas Goodie for Refreshments after concert

 

972-253-5021

UNITED METHODIST
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

mr. orange

Make plans to join DART and KSWRP at the next Orange Line 
project update public meeting.

Project Update Public Meeting  
DART Orange Line – DFW Airport Station

Wednesday, December 11 at 6:30 p.m.
North Lake College West Campus

1401 Royal Lane West
DFW Airport, TX 75261

MAPSCO 11-T
South of DART Bus Route 509

For more information, please 
contact DART Community Affairs at 
214.749.2543 or visit DART.org. 

With the final segment of the Orange Line to Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport scheduled to open in 2014, DART and KSWRP 
will present a project update and construction overview of the five-
mile segment from Belt Line Station to DFW Airport Station next to 
Terminal A.

Get the latest details on the design and construction, along with 
information about the grand opening timeline and updates on the 
next major service change for 2014.

Service by Publication                                                           CASE #13SC029165

Circuit Court-Civil Division
State of Wisconsin         

Small Claims
Milwaukee County                   

Defendant Name(s) and Address (es):
Cathy Pearson                                                            ______________________
4260 W Pioneer #1108                                              ______________________
Irving, TX 75061                                                        ______________________

You are being sued by Franklin Financial Corporation, in the small claims court, 
Milwaukee County, in the Milwaukee County courthouse located @ 901 N. 9th 
Street (Room# 400) Milwaukee, WI 53233.

A hearing will be held: Monday, DECEMBER 30, 2013,2013 , 8:30am. If you 
choose not to appear, a judgment will be given to Franklin Financial Corporation, 
due to default.

A copy of this has been mailed to last known address on 12/04/13

Plaintiff:
(414) 447-5130
Franklin Financial Corporation
6001 W. Capitol Drive
Suite: 205
Milwaukee, WI 53216

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS!
I Buy Houses & Apartments

Call Carolyn @ 214-906-2715

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking professional 
with at least two years 
front office experience. 

Basic computer skills such as word, and 
excel  a must. 40 hours a week Tuesday 
through Saturday. Professional appear-
ance and excellent & compassionate 
customer service skills required. Call 
972-254-4242 for an appointment.

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 

972-513-2502
for application instructions

HELP 
WANTED

Janitorial 
Services

1 Full time /1 Part time-20 Hrs
PLEASE CALL 972-513-2502
for application instructions

Janitorial Services
HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Destruction 
of Special Education  

Student Records 

The Irving Independent School District will 
destroy special education records for students 
who moved from the district, graduated, and 
or exited the program during the 2006 - 2007 
school year. Parents or students 18 years 
or older who would like to have a copy of 
their rec-ords must submit a written request 
to Irving ISD, Attn: Records Officer, P.O. 
Box 152637, Irving, Texas  75015-2637. 
All requests must be received in writing by 
December 20, 2013.

able Care Act that they’ve (the Federal 
Government) promised, that they’ve 
followed through on. Any serious 
efforts by Washington to resolve 
the spending problem must include 
the discussion of the entitlement 
programs.”

The Health Care Summit also 
discussed policy recommendations 
that the TCCRI will issue prior to the 
84th Legislative Session.

“I will tell you, that as chair of the 
sequestration committee over the last 
interim, before our last session the 
one thing that we found that would 
help us solve our debt problem in 
Washington, that would help solve 

a big problem in our budget here in 
Texas, the largest single expenditure 
that we could actually do something 
about, would’ve been on the Med-
icaid side. All we had to do was get 
Washington to block-grant Medicaid 
into the states, block-grant it to us, 
allow us to determine how to spend 
those Medicaid dollars within each 
state, and it would’ve solved the debt 
crisis in Washington…” Rep. Harper-
Brown continued. “Any advocate of 
Medicaid expansion is an advocate 
for increasing national debt, and ac-
cepting Medicaid expansion, in my 
view, is fiscally irresponsible.”

Rep. Harper-Brown carried 
on, discussing her frustration with 
Obamacare.

“Now that the key provisions of 

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed responses in the Purchasing Division, 
1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1.  RFP #047D-14F Fiber Optic
Cabling for Rock Island/Briery

Complex
Due Date:  01/03/14 @ 3:00 p.m.

Pre-Proposal Meeting:
12/17/13 @ 2:00 p.m. or

12/19/13 @ 2:00 P.M.
2.  RFP #048D-14F Uninterruptible

Power Source Management &
Maintenance

Due Date: 01/03/14 @ 3:30 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed en-
velope with solicitation number and due date 
on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at www.
cityofirving.org click Departments/ Purchasing
Phone: 972.721.2631

Health care
Continued from Page 1

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 

Obamacare are being implemented, 
we are seeing its effects. Costs are 
rising for millions of people, and 
millions of people are being dropped 
from their insurance,” she explained. 
“Obamacare also imposes numerous 
taxes and regulations; all (those) are 
going to be burdensome to the econo-
my and people’s lives. We’ve actually 
seen and heard about the number of 
businesses that are going to cut back 
to part time employees so that they 
don’t have to pay this. We’ve heard 
of businesses that are actually going 
to pay the penalty, because to pay the 
penalty (is) going to be cheaper than 
actually paying the healthcare cost.”

LeAnn Behrens, President of 
Amerigroup Texas, a company spe-
cializing in managed care for govern-
ment sponsored health plans, dis-
cussed her experience with Medicaid.

“Medicaid in Texas is about 25 
percent of the state budget, and will 
probably continue to grow,” she said. 
“Over half of all births in the state 
of Texas are paid for by Medicaid. 
Texas today has about 76 percent 
of its population in a managed care 
environment,” Behrens said.

Behrens continued to explain 
more about Medicaid costs and the 
importance of real-time case man-

agement.
“We have lots babies every year 

that we are taking care of. And babies, 
if they come early, are very expensive 
to take care of, as you may know. I 
have, many times, sent a case worker 
or social worker into a home, to make 
sure that the home is ready for a baby 
to go home, so that we can get them 
out of the hospital a few days earlier. 
Because if you’re paying $4,000, 
$5,000, maybe $10,000 dollars a day 
for a baby to be in a hospital, every 
day you shave off of that is huge.”

In a twenty minute lecture prior 
to the interactive panel, health pol-
icy expert and weekly Forbes.com 
contributor, Dr. Merrill Mathews, 
weighed in on the Affordable Care 
Act and what he considered to be 
its flaws.

“In solidarity with the Obam-
acare website, I have returned to 
paper. We used to think technology 
and websites was great, but we’ve 
learned that paper is much more 
efficient,” he said, poking fun at 
healthcare.gov’s rocky roll-out. “The 
goal of the Affordable Care Act was to 
increase access to healthcare, lower 
spending and improve the quality of 
healthcare. I don’t think it’s going to 
achieve any of those goals.

“The President had claimed that 
by the end of his first term, health 
insurance premiums for a family 
would be $2,500 a year lower. They 
did an assessment at the end of his 
first term; they were roughly $3,000 
higher.”

Against a torrent of death threats, the 
Dallas Safari Club (DSC) is forging ahead with 
plans to auction a black rhino-hunting permit 
on behalf of the Government of the Republic 
of Namibia.

Scientists and conservationists support 
the auction and hunt as crucial to the future 
of a long-revered African game species now 
threatened by habitat loss and poaching.

Financial as well as biological benefits to 
rhino conservation efforts are at stake.

DSC expects the permit to sell for at 
least $250,000, perhaps up to $1 million. 
All proceeds will be returned to Namibia for 
underfunded rhino-related projects such as 
anti-poaching patrols.

Black rhinos are aggressive and territo-
rial. Old, post-breeding males are known to 
kill younger bulls, cows and even calves. They 
also consume food, water and space needed 
to sustain the breeding animals required for 

species survival. Biologists call these “surplus 
animals” because removing them does no long-
term harm to a population - and can actually 
help it grow.

Since 2004, with the blessing of scientists 
in an international body called CITES, Namibia 
has been authorized to sell up to five hunting 
permits a year. With selective hunting as a 
part of its comprehensive rhino conservation 
strategy, the country’s black rhino population 
has more than doubled since 1990.

“Rhino hunting permits have never been 
sold outside of Namibia. And they’ve never sold 
for more than $223,000. When conservation 
officials approached us about auctioning a 
permit on Namibia’s behalf, we were excited. 
We think we can help generate more funding 
for rhino conservation, hopefully a lot more,” 
said Ben Carter, DSC executive director.

Part of DSC’s enthusiasm is based in new 
cooperation from the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service, which controls importation of endan-
gered species. In 2013, for the first time, the 
agency OK’d an application to import a hunted 
black rhino from Namibia. Federal biologists 
agreed it was an old, post-breeding, surplus 
bull. A Colorado hunter was allowed to bring 
his trophy home.

This precedent should help drive a record 
price for the permit to be auctioned by DSC.

But any fundraising records will have to 
be posted in the face of opponents working 
to lower auction proceeds—if not eliminate 
science-based wildlife management altogether.

Who are the hostiles?
“Animal rights extremists. Anti-hunters. 

Radical environmentalists who would rather 
see rhinos go extinct ‘naturally’ than be man-
aged in any way by man, particularly if hunting 
is involved,” said Carter. “Opposition also could 
be coming from the poachers, black-market 
traffickers, terrorist cells and organized crime 

syndicates who profit from rhino poaching. 
They stand to lose out if this auction generates 
major funding for additional law enforcement.”

When DSC announced its auction in mid-
October, media hysteria went viral. Death 
threats began to flow via email, phone calls, 
even Facebook posts. Hundreds were received.

A few samples:
“You subhuman rednecks have something 

to worry about now. For every rhino you shoot, 
we’ll kill 10 of your members, or their families if 
we can’t get at them. We have your membership 
list. It’s open season on you murderers now. 
There’s no place to hide.”

“Do you want to be hunted? Change your 
plan or face the consequences.”

DSC stopped giving media interviews until 
prudent security measures were in place. Dallas 
police were consulted, as was the FBI, which 
referred the case to a domestic terrorism team. 

SOURCE Dallas Safari Club 

Death threats aside, DSC forges ahead with rhino auction
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi! My name is Jasmine. It's a pretty 
name, isn't it? I'm told Jasmine is 
also a shrub, but as you can see, 
I'm not a shrub. I'm a female and 
about 2 years old. I came here from 
another shelter and I love being 
petted. When you stroke my back, it 
feels soo good. You might have 
noticed that one of my ears is 
folded over. Well, that's because I 
hear so well that I only need to use 
one, but I'm keeping that other one 
in reserve. You never know, I might 
be needing it one of these days. 
Anyways, I hope that you like what 
you see and come on by for a visit. 
I'll be waiting.

My name is Bob, I'm a big beautiful boy 
with fur as soft as a bunny, and a soft 
personality as well. I was born outdoors 
to a Siamese mom about 18 months 
ago. My sister Tiger and I moved into a 
foster home to keep us safe until there 
was room at this great shelter. I got 
along great with the other foster cats and 
small dogs. My sister Tiger and I have 
never been apart, would you consider 
adopting two?

1. MUSIC: Who wrote the 
song “A Boy Named Sue,” 
which was made famous by 
singer Johnny Cash?
2. U.S. STATES: Which 
state’s capital is Augusta?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which fashion designer pop-
ularized the miniskirt?
4. COMICS: What was L’il 
Abner’s last name in the 

comic strip?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who 
was the first president for 
whom women could cast a 
ballot?
6. GEOGRAPHY: Which Ca-
nadian province lies between 
Alberta and Manitoba?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What bird is the fastest run-
ner on land?
8. SCIENCE: What was in-
ventor Thomas Edison’s 
middle name?
9. LITERATURE: What was 
the pen name of William 
Sydney Porter?

10. LANGUAGE: What kind 
of game is “draughts” in 
Great Britain?

Answers
1. Shel Silverstein
2. Maine
3. Mary Quant
4. Yokum
5. Warren Harding, 1920
6. Saskatchewan
7. Ostrich
8. Alva
9. O. Henry
10. Checkers

• American author Erica 
Jong made the following sage 
observation: “Advice is what we 
ask for when we already know 
the answer but wish we didn’t.”

• Jon Bon Jovi is probably 
best known for his eponymous 
‘80s hair band, but he’s also quite 
a philanthropist, working on 
behalf of organizations includ-
ing the Special Olympics, the 
American Red Cross and Habi-
tat for Humanity. In 2011, the 

Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation 
opened a restaurant called JBJ 
Soul Kitchen, in which patrons 
pay only what they can afford, 
or can even volunteer in lieu of 
payment. 

• Those who study such 
things say that all mammals, 
from rodents to elephants, uri-
nate for approximately 21 sec-
onds. This now is known as the 
“Law of Urination.”

• A poll conducted by Gal-
lup determined that 42 percent 
of Americans believe that people 
are sometimes possessed by the 
devil.

• Scientists unearthed fro-

zen 30,000-year-old plant tissue 
from fossil squirrel burrows in 
northeaster Siberia. 

This would not be remark-
able, except for what came next: 
Researchers thawed the seeds 
and planted them. The seeds 
germinated and grew, produc-
ing viable seeds of their own, 
making Silene stenophylla the 
oldest viable multicellular living 
organisms. 

• If you leave a cold glass on 
a table, it’s likely to leave a mark. 
The Italians (of course) have a 
word for that mark: cualacino.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-

ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.

at Wonderrful World of Cooking
Karen – 972-986-4056
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through his office supply store. How-
ever, despite hundreds of visits per 
week related to the post office, he has 
not been able to recoup the contract 
unit’s cost.

“Originally the City asked me to 
do it as a favor to them and the idea 
was to get traffic coming through here 

and boost my office supply stuff but 
that didn’t happen,” Aubey said.

Currently, the Council does not 
have plans to make the subsidy a 
long-term arraignment.

“We’re going to see what comes 
of it and go from there,” Spink said.

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 438-1500

Serving Irving since 1966

Post office
Continued from Page 1

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown CampaignPol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

RE-ELECT RE-ELECT

RE-ELECT

State Rep. District 105
Irving & Grand Prairie
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Irving & Grand Prairie

LINDA HARPER BROWN
State Rep. District 105

Pol. Adv. Pd. By Linda Harper Brown Campaign

LINDA HARPER BROWN
RE-ELECT

Irving & Grand PrairieState Rep. District 105

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

AD-324 UAI0561 0812

[www.unitedamerican.com]

UA Medicare Supplement  
insurance is like your favorite  

pair of slippers … inviting, 
comfortable, and with no surprises.   

• Guaranteed renewable as long as premiums paid on time
• No networks
• Portable

United American has provided Medicare Supplement 
insurance since Medicare began and has an [A+ (Superior)] 
Financial Strength rating*.  So kick off your shoes and get 
comfy with UA!

To learn more:

*For more than [35 consecutive years], United American has earned the [A+ (Superior)] Financial Strength Rating from  
A.M. Best Company (as of [6/12]).  United American Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. 

Government or federal Medicare program.  Policies and benefits may vary by state and have some limitations and exclusions.  
Individual Medicare Supplement policy forms [MSA10, MSB10, MSC10, MSD10, MSF10, MSHDF10, MSG10, MSK06, MSL06, 

MSN10, and MC4810 in WI] are available from our Company where state approved.  Some states require these plans be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare due to disability. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent 

representing United American Insurance Company.

KEITH WHITE AGENCY
(972) 579-7874

rkwhite36@gmail.com

Big 
From:

State Drug
100 E Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

972.254.1521

Come and Check Out Our 
Assorted Christmas Nick-Nacks

Willow Tree Figurines & Nativity
Pipka Santas

Candies
Christmas Gifts

Candles
Gift Bags

Christmas Decor

City planners grapple 
with implementing 
Coppell’s desire for 
urban living

By Phil Cerroni
Disgruntled residents packed 

Coppell’s council chamber and 
spilled into the lobby where chairs 
stood to accommodate overflow. 
It was the Nov. 21 meeting of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, 
and the atmosphere was electrified 
over whether or not the commission 
would approve the construction of 
a mixed-used development called 
Kimbel Village. 

The crowd was mentally pre-
paring to whip itself into a frenzy if 
given the opening. The overwhelm-
ing majority showed up to oppose 
construction, and the commissioners 
spent the better part of 10 minutes 
reading a litany of names of those 
who wanted their opposition on the 
record but who did not care to speak.

The three-story structure pro-
posed on the corner of Kimbel Kourt 
and Village Pkwy and across the 
street from Lakeside Elementary 
will have 2,915 square feet of office 
space on the ground floor and 22 
condominiums on the second and 
third. Residents voiced the usual 
battery of complaints expected from a 

bedroom community adjusting to the 
shock of a mixed-use neighbor. Some 
involved generalities like pedestrian 
safety. Parents worried that vehicles 
going in and out of the building for 
both residential and commercial 
uses would exacerbate the already 
gridlocked traffic and increase risks 
for children walking to and from 
school. The commission roundly 
rejected this claim, however, saying 
that any development at that location 
would bring traffic, and measures like 
traffic lights could manage the flow.

Neighbors were also nonplussed 
about the building’s size. Even after 
replatting two lots into a single plot, 
both commissioners and residents 
felt the footprint of the building and 
its parking lot crammed too much 
into the 0.7 acre space. Citizens also 
ridiculed its height, continuously 
comparing it to the two water towers 
across Kimbel Kourt, claiming it was 
too tall to visually integrate into the 
surround structures.

Other critiques revolved around 
whether or not Kimbel Village fit into 
Coppell’s 2030 Master Plan that calls 
for mixed-used construction in the 
Sandy Lake/MacArthur area. Again, 
mobility was a major concern. In 
the Village’s schematics, sidewalks 
are only four feet wide and close to 
the curb, prompting some people 
to point out that they were not wide 
enough for two people to walk abreast 

without one being knocked either 
into the parking or into the street. 
This, they maintained, virtually 
nullified its walkability, making it 
unsuitable for urban living.

Besides technical apprehen-
sions, the commission questioned 
whether the architect’s plan to sell 
the commercial space to a medical 
practice would create either the criti-
cal mass or synergy that the first node 
in a mixed-use development needs. 
Residents cited concerns about lim-
ited greenspace and common areas 
that, combined with no retail or 
entertainment to attract neighbors 
to walk to the area, made Kimbel 
Village a less than ideal anchor for a 
Sandy Lake/MacArthur mixed-used 
district.

The commission gave a mixed 
response to the proposal. 

They ultimately denied the 
developer’s request, agreeing with 
residents about Kimbel Village’s 
technical inadequacies. They did 
say, however, that a similar project, 
or even a revamped Kimbel Village, 
will probably be appropriate for that 
site in the future.

On its face, the commission 
deliberated over whether or not to 
rezone one lot in one neighborhood. 
The stakes, though, were much 
higher. Kimbel Village was the first 

mixed-use proposal to come before 
the commission since the Master 
Plan was finished in 2011, and its 
decision set the precedent for the 
plan’s implementation.

Lacking the luxury of a planned 
development like Mockingbird Sta-
tion or Addison Circle, Coppell must 
implement this part of the plan bit by 
bit, and the commission emphasized 
that special care must be taken, not 
only to pick projects appropriate 
to each specific neighborhood, but 
ones that are catalysts for urban liv-
ing. In the future, city planners can 
most likely be expected to subject all 
proposals to a careful vetting process 
where ability to sell housing units 
and put in profitable businesses will 
not be enough to garner approval. 
Just as important will be how well 
the development attracts visitors in 
its own right through retail, dining 
and entertainment as well as how it 
complements surrounding develop-
ments.

“As far as the future of that node, 
what I see over time is 10 more of 
these, maybe small clusters of units…
should this kind of project develop, 

he’s setting the standards. There was 
a question made about what hap-
pens when something comes along 
adjacent to it. Well, this board and 
the City staff will have to look at the 
compatibility of that and see (if) the 
second mixed use piece (is) compat-
ible with the first 0.7 acres…,” said 
chairman of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. “There’s no other way 
to do it, and we’re struggling with it as 
a City government. We’re struggling 
with it as a volunteer board. We’re 
going to struggle with it as a town, 
and it’s going to be hard to see things 
change slowly but that’s the way it’s 
going to happen.

“Coppell 2030 sets the vision 
for where we want to go and that was 
three years ago, and staff is chipping 
away at getting the teeth to be able to 
implement those things... We have 
this big vision of where we want to 
be. We have this comprehensive plan 
that connects us to where we want to 
go, and now it’s trying to get the teeth. 
And it takes time - unfortunately not 
all things can be planned all at once, 
so no question MacArthur is a key 
node.”

Construction proposal sets precedent for 2030 plan

Located in the Heritage District, Office Product Warehouse will continue to serve as a 
contract postal unit for another year. / Photo by Phil Cerroni
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LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712
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Celebrating 50 Years as 
Your Community Hospital

* July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012. Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care 
System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those 
medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at Irving or Baylor Health Care System. ©2013 Baylor Health 
Care System BMCIrv_523_2013  833 CE 11.13

For more information, call 1.800.4BAYLOR  
or visit BaylorHealth.com/Irving.

The Baylor Irving 
Difference

Serving the Community Since 1964
Baylor Medical Center at Irving remains dedicated to serving 
the growing needs of the community. In Fiscal Year 2012*, 
our estimated $58,001,224 in community benefits 
supported heart disease, cancer, stroke, alzheimers and 
diabetes education and prevention programs.

Each day, we live out our commitment to serve with 
excellence through charitable care, hospital-sponsored 
events and community activities.

•	Free	Health	Education, including classes and 
screenings. 

•	More	Than	150	Community	Health	Events, 
including, childbirth preparation classes, cancer 
support groups and wellness seminars.

•	Community	Sponsorships including athletic trainer 
coverage, health foundations and other local events 
and festivals.

1901 N. MacArthur 
Blvd. Irving, TX 75061

Debra E Seznik, DDS
and family

2820 N. O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062
972-594-4888
972-594-4839 (fax)
www.mydfwdentist.com

Dr. Debra Seznik has 
been practicing dentistry 

for more 
than 25 
years.  She 
takes the 
time to really 
get to know 

her patients.  Dr. Seznik 
o�ers state-of-the-art 
dental care in a sterile, 
safe, and friendly 
environment where 
patients feel at ease.

Get Acquainted Specials!  Call today!
Comprehensive Exam, 

Radiographs and Cleaning*

Now Only $129

Complimentary 
Dental Implant & 

Denture Consultation
 (A $218.00 Value) 

Complimentary
Second Opinions

including wisdom 
teeth extractions

(A $218.00 Value)

*Cleaning o�er in absence of periodontal disease. 
O�er cannot be used in conjunction with insurance. 

Mention ad to receive o�ers.
Other restrictions may apply. Call for Details.

(A $330.00 value.)

OPEN 
6 DAYS

A WEEK!!

By Brian Ahern
MacArthur High School’s Lady 

Cardinals basketball teams played an 
exhibition game against teams from 
South Australia on the evening of 
Tue., Nov. 3. Both the junior varsity 
and the varsity teams played, with 
the MacArthur varsity team winning 
51-41 and the junior varsity team 
losing 24-39. 

The Australian team, SA Coun-
try, is a part of a larger program in 
Australia that pits teams from dif-
ferent states against each other in 
regular tournaments.

“It’s not a school team or a club 
team or anything like that,” said 
James Murphy, head coach of the 
varsity SA team. “[The girls] all come 
from different towns across our state, 
some from 500 miles from the main 
city [of Adelaide], and they all come 
together just for this.”

The best players on the team get 
the opportunity to go to the United 
States in a biennial tour of the coun-
try, playing various teams in Texas 
and California. 

“[These girls] are the top end of 
the kids that we produce,” Murphy 
said. “They’re involved in what’s 
called, for us, a high performance 
program from across our state, and 
from that they’re given the opportu-
nity to come here. They’re the best 
that we’ve got.” 

From Irving, the team will go 
to Waco and then to Pflugerville to 
play exhibition games there before 
moving on to Los Angeles. 

Many of the girls are highly 
affected by their visit to the United 
States, said James Ratus, the junior 
varsity coach. There have been sever-
al players who have gone on to attend 
college in America, lured mostly by 
the prospect of athletic scholarships. 

“All school sports are very small 
[in Australia],” Ratus said. “It’s quite 
lucrative if you can get a scholarship 

[in America]. School in Australia 
might not be quite as expensive as it is 
here, but compare that ten or twelve 
years ago when it used to be free.”

Athletics in Australia is largely 
overseen by the government funded 
Institute of Sport, and because of 
that, collegiate sports are largely 
ignored. Young Australian athletes 
have a difficult time finding a way 
to pay for their education without 
athletic scholarships, and many of 
the girls on the SA Country team were 
looking to return to America later on 
for their schooling. 

When asked what they liked 
about America, several of the girls 
responded that they appreciated the 
unbridled enthusiasm that Ameri-
cans bring to sporting events, com-
pared to the more subdued audiences 
at Australian competitions. 

In addition to the basketball 
game, the members of both teams 
were encouraged to interact and 
mingle with each other. 

“[The Lady Cardinals] were 
socializing with [SA Country] and 
just making really good friends. 
They came into our locker rooms. 
They were having a good time,” said 
Suzie Oelschlegel, head coach of the 
MacArthur varsity team. 

The teams exchanged gifts on 
the court before the game and after-
wards had a pizza party together. The 
members of SA Country were hosted 
by faculty members from MacArthur 
High School. “[This] is just really 
good for our schools and good for 
the community and it’s good for our 
program,” Oelschlegel said.

Members of the Lady 
Cardinals and Australia’s 
SA Country pose for a 
picture after playing 
each other in a exhibition 
game at MacArthur High 
School. Although few 
of these girls will play 
collegiate basketball in 
Australia due to a lack 
of scholarships, many 
of them plan to study 
and compete in colleges 
across the US. 
/ Photo by Brian Ahern

MacArthur girls varsity defeats 
team from the land down under

Irving receives 
hospitality awards

Convention and Visitors Bureau 
now boasts 16 Adrian Awards in past 
four years

The Hospitality Sales & Mar-
keting Association International 
(HSMAI) will recognize the Irving 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(ICVB) with two Silver Adrian Awards 
for compelling marketing and public 
relations campaigns in the 57th an-
nual Adrain Awards Competition, the 
largest and most prestigious travel 
marketing competition, globally.

The ICVB was recognized for its 
work on a digital marketing campaign 
for bridal events held at the Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas 
(ICC) and key public relations place-
ment in the national market for 
Zestfest, Irving’s annual celebration 
of bold, spicy cuisine.

These two awards bring the total 
number of Adrian Awards received by 
the ICVB to 16 in the last four years. 
HSMAI will present the awards on 
Feb. 24
SOURCE Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau


