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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

December 22, 2012 50¢

RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler

RamblerRamblerRambler
THE GIFT OF BURGERS, BEER & SPORTS
Open on Christmas Day!

Champps, Champps Americana and the Champps flag logo are registered
trademarks of Champps Operating Corporation. All rights reserved 2011.

Call to make a reservation.
(972) 373-0333
855 W. John Carpenter Freeway
On the corner of Walnut Hill and HWY 114

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Make Your Own Magic! 
a t  t h e  IRVING ARTS CENTER

FAMILY FUNDAYS
Saturday, Dec. 22 • 2 - 4 p.m.
 

Free!
Create holiday crafts, meet Santa and enjoy festive decorations 
throughout the Arts Center.  All supplies provided. Also features a 
demonstration by Ollimpaxqui Ballet Folklorico.

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
Irving, TX 75062

IrvingArtsCenter.com

By Jess Paniszczyn
Students and parents flocked to 

the Irving ISD’s Drug and Violence 
Summit held at MacArthur High 
School on Dec. 15. Months of plan-
ning and coordination were involved 
in the educational sessions designed 
to make the community more aware 
of the drug and violence issues that 
exist and teach people to deal with 
these issues proactively. 

A blind twist of fate made the 
summit a ready resource to the Irving 

community, parents and students on 
the morning following a shooting at 
an elementary school in Newtown, 
CT. The summit allowed people to 
voice their concerns, learn about 
programs the district has in place to 
help students and families dealing 
with difficult situations, and inter-
act with educators, police officers, 
mental health professionals and 
each other as they worked to ensure 
their children’s safety in a sometimes 

By Sissy Courtney
When families arrived at Hol-

iday in the Valley at Valley Ranch 
Library, the first thing they saw 
was Train Engineer Tim Scholz 
twisting and turning his trackless 
train named ‘Stanley the Steam 
Engine’ through a blocked off por-
tion of the parking lot. Inside, the 
library glowed with holiday lights 
while the fragrance of popcorn and 
hot chocolate filled the air. 

Children talked to Santa as 
parents took their children’s pic-
tures with the Big Man. Even 
some of Santa’s elves stood ready 
for photos. Professional balloon 
artists crafted balloon hats, candy 
canes, snow globes, reindeer hats 
and more. A puppet show played 
in one room while children took 
their turns at a prize wheel in 
another. 

“(This event) started about 15 
years ago just as an open house to 
thank all our customers for sup-
porting us, and it has grown into 
this,” said Valley Ranch Library 
Branch Manager Patty Mount. 
“We started off with maybe 250 

people to over 1,000 that come to 
this now.” 

This was Dee Pti’s fourth year 
to come with her family. 

“My son is six, and he loves 

How does Santa deliver all of those 
presents around the world in just a few 
hours? Dr. Wesley Randall, assistant 
professor of logistics at the Univer-
sity of North Texas, explains how Santa 
handles the logistics – the science of 
moving goods from where they’re made 
to where they’re needed. 

How does Santa deliver presents to 
millions of children around the world in 
a short time?

“The issue is very big. Santa has 
to deliver all these gifts on Christmas 
morning, and it gives him a little less 

than 27 hours if you consider the earth’s 
rotation,” Randall said. “That means 
Santa is faced with 58,000 square miles, 
which causes him to have to travel 2,300 
miles an hour. That leaves about 12 
minutes for Santa to deliver all those 
goods in the area of North Texas. That’s 
2 million pounds of gifts, enough to fill 
1,800 railroad cars.”

Why is the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
an important region for Santa?

“Santa knows that DFW is the 
center of logistics for the United States. 
Actually, DFW is really almost the center 

of logistics for the globe,” Randall said. 
“There’s more than 600 motor carriers 
in the DFW area. Texas is home to more 
than seven freight lines. There’s eight 
interstates, there’s 300,000 miles of 
roadway, and then we have internation-
al air services provided through Dallas 
Fort Worth International, Alliance and 
Dallas Love Field.”

How has UNT helped Santa this 
year?

“UNT’s experts in its Complex 
Logistics Systems research cluster 

Summit helps community 
confront drugs, violence 

Photo by John Starkey

Parents learn how to be proactive in protecting their children 
from a complex world during the Drugs and Violence Summit.

Holiday in the Valley 
brings season’s spirit 
to the community

Library 
volunteer Shawn 
Lee, Branay 
Jeet, and Bal 
Vinder watch to 
see where the 
prize wheel stops 
during Valley 
Ranch Library’s 
holiday event. 

As Abhishek 
Doddi and 
Tirumala 
Pentakota sit on 
Santa’s lap, their 
mom Sammita 
Doddi bends 
to capture the 
perfect photo.

Expert explains Santa’s delivery logistics

Photo by John Starkey

A little red convertible is great for a spin around Irving, 
but when The Big Day rolls around Santa relies on a 
sophisticated distribution network and the science of 
logistics to get the job done.

See SUMMIT, Page 5

See LIBRARY, Page 2

See SANTA’S  LOGISTICS, Page 8

Photos by Sissy Courtney

See PHILANTHROPY, Page 12

By Sissy Courtney
“Long division.”
“Lattice multiplication.”
“Break apart.”
“Estimating.”
Those are just a few math strate-

gies fourth grade students at Valley 
Ranch Elementary predicted they 
would use to complete their latest 
Problem Based Learning (PBL) 
assignment in Math. This holiday 
season, the math classes adopted four 
families in need.

Students planned what to buy for 
each family based on lists provided of 
the families’ wants and needs, and lo-
cal businesses and organizations pro-
vided funds for the students to spend 
on the project. They shopped online 
to find the stores that had the best 
deals and checked newspapers for 
coupons. Then, they went shopping.

“We were able to get all (the four 
families’) wants and needs, plus a 
bonus gift card,” said Nadya Gulam.

Through Internet links teachers 
provided on classroom computers, 
students did their initial shopping 
online but went to the stores to pur-
chase items.

Making change

Valley Ranch 
students use 
math skills in 
philanthropy



THE RAMBLER www.IrvingRambler.comDecember 15, 2012Page 12

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

$5OFF

Full service 
Oil Change

With this coupon

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

CLEAR INTERNET

www.GoodbyeToContracts.com
4070 N Beltline Rd #152, Irving, TX 75038

817.522.1007
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

■ No Contracts
■ No Credit Checks
■ No Deposits
■ No Lease Fees 
■ No Early Termination Fees

Home of the 
NO CONTRACT SERVICE

Unlock
Savings
Today!!

Internet/Electricity/Mobile Phone
Unlocked Android Smartphones

Android Tablets

or invest it in the volatile stock market?  Well YOU are in LUCK!

Paul R. Lowe and Grandsons

TRIMARK FINANCIAL
Serving North Texans for over 3+ decades

CD or IRA coming due this month?

1303W Beltline Rd #201 Carrollton Texas 75006 (Located inside the Office Resource Group building)972.669.0175

What are you going to do... 
put it back in the Bank at 1.2%... 

We have

Call for
complete details.

3.10%5-Year
CD/Annuity Rate

You have an
Opportunity 
to lock in this 
Great Guaranteed
% Rate!

Fourth grade 
students from 
Valley Ranch 

Elementary 
practice 

their math 
skills while 
purchasing 

gifts for four 
families in 

need. Local 
businesses and 

organizations 
funded the 

Problem Based 
Learning 

project.

Photos by 
Sissy Courtney

“We tried to choose stores that 
fit the items we needed the best, 
stores like Target and Wal-Mart 
that have pretty much everything 
and then places for clothes to fit (the 
families’) wants and needs,” fourth 
grade math teacher Parrish Nolan 
said while on a shopping trip to Vista 
Ridge Mall in Lewisville. “Today, 
we’re going to JC Penney’s, Macy’s, 
Bath and Body Works, and Justice.”

At Macy’s, the students used a 
20-percent-off coupon. 

“(The students) went through 
and found the prices and printed 
out pictures, so they could go find 
the exact same outfit or item that 
they were looking for,” Gulam said. 
“We divided the money we had by 
the number of individuals and were 
able to spend $87 per person. We 
thought that would be the fair way 
since some families had two mem-
bers and some had five. And then we 
realized we were going to have to pay 
what, kids?”

“Tax,” the students said in uni-
son.

“Since they have to keep money 
aside for tax, they calculated the 
money for that, Gulam said.

“We used calculators,” student 
Jenell Van Luvan said. She had they 
had to multiply using a decimal. 

Janell’s dad, Jesse, went shop-
ping with the teachers and fourth 
graders. “The PBL itself is just amaz-
ing, and then to put a project like 
this together is just fantastic,” Van 
Luvan said. “There is nothing I want 
more than for my kids to learn how to 
problem solve, and to do it and help 
others at the same time is absolutely 
wonderful. That’s something we try 
to instill in our children. Giving back 
is huge to our family, especially this 
time of year.”

“I think it’s cool that we get to 
help people that aren’t as fortunate 
as us,” Jenell said. “It was fun looking 
online for the presents. We looked 
for shoes, pajamas, a board game, 
candles and other things like that.”

While shopping, students com-
pared prices and quality of items and 
learned to use the Price Check station 
in the stores to verify an item’s price. 
Before paying for items, they esti-
mated how much the item would cost 
and how much money they would 
need to give the cashier. 

“We round by either the nearest 
10 or 100,” Max MacRae said. “(For 
rounding money) we would usually 
round by tens.” 

Trey Pearson jumped in to help 
Max. “If it’s five or above, you round 
it up,” Trey said. “If it’s four or below, 
you round it down.”

“Five or more, you raise the 
score; five or less, you let it rest,” their 

teacher, Ms. Gulam said.
Their end product will be a 

SmartBoard presentation of the 
budget for each person in the family 
along with how much they spent and 
what they purchased with pictures 
of the items inserted into the Smart-
Board presentation.

“I think it’s really fun for a kid 
to learn to budget and use a spread 
sheet,” said fourth grader Kevin 
Ly. “And it’s good and kind to help 
others.”

The families were referred by 
Irving Bible Church. Donors for the 
project were Gold’s Gym in Valley.

By Amanda Casanova
After more than an hour of 

intense discussion and questioning, 
the Irving City Council voted Dec. 
13 to pay about $220,000 in unpaid 
invoices to Dean International, Inc. 
and renew two contracts with the 
company.

According to invoices, Company 
owner David Dean billed the City 
about $197,000 for work in Octo-
ber, November and December after 
his contract expired in the fall, but 
the consultant was told to continue 
working.

Dean’s consultant and event 
planning contract with the City ex-
pired in September, but City leaders 
could not decide whether to renew 
the $1.1 million agreement, and Dean 
was told to continue working and bill 
the City without a contract.

City leaders said at the meeting 
that confusion and mistakes had 
ignited conflict over Dean’s contract 
and invoices. eventually leading to a 
heated debate on all sides.

“Government doesn’t move as 
quickly as we want it to,” Councilman 
Gerald Farris said. “We probably 
should have known better. I should 
have known better. At this point, 
we’ve learned something, and it’s 
not constructive that we all point 
fingers.”

The City Council voted 7-2 to pay 
Dean. City Council members Michael 
Gallaway, Roy Santoscoy, Dennis 
Webb, Joe Putnam, Rose Cannaday, 

Farris and Thomas Spink voted in 
favor. Only Councilmember Brad 
LaMorgese and Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne voted against.

Discussion about Dean’s pay-
ment elevated when Van Duyne 
asked Dean for a specific account of 
the invoice. 

“I don’t see a whole lot of specif-
ics on (this invoice),” Van Duyne said. 
“I’m looking for accomplishments. 
It’s a tremendous amount of money. 
I’m asking for three months, what has 
been accomplished?”

Talk intensified until Council-
man Gallaway called for the question, 
a council procedure that would end 
discussion and require an immediate 
vote on the issue. The motion to call 
for the question failed, however, and 
questioning continued.

Dean listed a range of meetings, 
including some in Washington, D.C., 
and others with Texas Department 
of Transportation officials, DART 
representatives and others in prepa-
ration of the Annual Transportation 
Summit. 

“Our history is rich and robust 
together and complete with many, 
many, many accomplishments,” 
Dean told the Council.

Dean International, Inc. has 
worked for the City for about 15 
years and has provided services 
for acquisition and development of 
water resources and development 
of transportation and organizing the 
Transportation Summit.

“I think you should be paid in 
full,” Cannaday said. 

“Over the past 15 years, his 
work has generated over $2 billion 
in transportation dollars that we 
weren’t getting before.”

The City Council also voted to 
extend Dean’s consulting contracts 
for transportation and water. The 
transportation contract is about 
$394,000 and will be paid from the 
general fund and the water contract, 
about $63,000, will be paid from 
the water resource department fund.

Both motions passed 6-3. Van 
Duyne, Farris and LaMorgese voted 
against extending both contracts, 
instead pushing for the City to go 
out for a request for proposals for 
the work.

“The competition process is very 
critical without diminishing or com-
promising our position in transporta-
tion and water,” Farris said.

But Webb said the Council had 
missed an opportunity and needed to 
learn a lesson.

“I’ve been confused about a lot 
of things and I’m not afraid to say 
it,” Webb said. 

“This is where all the confusion 
comes from, and I feel sorry for staff. 
They get caught in the middle of try-
ing to please everybody and stay out 
of hot water.

“Like my mom used to say, ‘if 
you don’t lay the foundation right, 
the house is going to fall.’ We didn’t 
lay this foundation right.”

Philanthropy
Continued from Page 1

Council to extend consultant contract RamblerSubscribe 
to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com


