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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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See PARKLAND, Page 5By Phil Cerroni
Adding to what is currently the longest system 

light rail in the United States, the Irving leg of DART’s 
Orange Line finally nears completion: rolling into the 
shiny, new DFW Airport Station.

Currently, passengers using public transporta-
tion to get to DFW International Airport can only 
travel by rail as far as Belt Line station, where they 

board a bus for the last few miles of their trip, but 
the first half of the stretch between the last two sta-
tions has already been completed. Track has been 
laid, overhead catenary systems to provide power 
are strung and crews have re-sod the grass next to 
the track.

“Very beautiful, picturesque I like to call it, 

By Phil Cerroni
Parkland Hospital has some-

thing of a vicious reputation, from the 
stain of Kennedy’s assassination to 
overcrowded facilities. But Parkland 
is trying to turn around its image 
and reputation with a new, massive 
campus towering above I-35.

After a landslide 82 to 18 percent 
bond election approving $1.27 billion 
for the new hospital in 2008, two 
years of planning and construction 
finally yielded the first completed 
structure in 2012 - a LEED gold cer-
tified, 700 car parking garage. The 
main building, containing the acute 
care and WISH (Women and Infant 
Specialty Hospital) towers as well as 
a WISH clinic is three quarters of the 
way done and scheduled for comple-
tion in August 2014. 

The construction company, 
BARA (a joint venture between 
Balfour Beatty Construction, Austin 
Commercial, H.J. Russell & Compa-
ny and Azteca Enterprises) remains 
confident, however, that work will be 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Just as the area was beginning to 

thaw after Winter Storm Cleon, hun-
dreds of tech savvy people converged 
on the Irving Convention Center for 
Dallas Digital Summit 2013. Offering 
intensive pre-conference workshops 
and well-known industry speakers, 
the summit appealed to a wide variety 
of specialists including marketers, 
digital executives, web and mobile 
strategists, designers, web project 
managers and bloggers.

“This event caters to a diverse 
group,” said Eric Gregg, Executive 
Director of TechMedia, the producer 
of Dallas Digital Summit. “It’s a mix 
of technologists, entrepreneurs, 
marketers and innovators. It’s re-
ally a convergence of key folks in the 
digital community here in Dallas as 
well as areas outside of Dallas. Our 
goal is to bring those folks together 
both for content and learning as well 
as networking and hopefully a little 
bit of fun.

“We are excited to be part of the 
Dallas digital community. We are 

excited about Dallas with the growth 
of both the digital and start up com-
munity here, as well as the marketing 
community. We just wanted to be 
part of this city. We’ve had a great 
welcome here, and we are excited 

Grand holiday 
spectacular 
comes to town
By Nick Kammerer

In the midst of a stressful and 
exciting holiday season, parishioners 
at White Chapel United Methodist 
Church gathered on Dec. 14 and 15 
for their mammoth annual holiday 
show, the Christmas Musical Expe-
rience. 

The Southlake mega church is 
home to over 11,000 members, and 

For the first time, 
Girl Scouts will sell all 
cookies on the spot

When Scout troop across North-
east Texas launch their annual Cook-
ie Program on Jan, 10, 2014, Girl 
Scouts will have cookies in hand, 
allowing them to sell, deliver and 
collect money in one easy step; to the 
delight of cookie fans across north-
east Texas. The Cookie Program will 
run through Feb. 17.

Selling cookies is more than 
a tradition; the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is an integral part of scout-
ing’s business and economic literacy 
initiative for girls in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. The program 
helps Girl Scouts develop five key 
skills: goal setting, decision making, 

money management, people skills 
and business ethics. Girl Scouts also 
have the opportunity to earn the new 
Mary Kay Entrepreneurship patch, 
designed to inspire the next genera-
tion of female leaders. 

“The Girl Scout Cookie Program 
supplies girls with important leader-
ship skills that will provide a lifelong 
foundation for success and has been 
proven to boost girls’ self-esteem. The 
largest financial literacy program in 
the world encourages girls to dream 
big and plan a professional career 

See COOKIES, Page 4See MUSICAL, Page 4

See DIGITAL, Page 4

Dallas County rebuilding 
Parkland’s campus, image

New Parkland’s exterior is covered by of 
double-paned glass panels that use a 
special dot matrix coating, called ceramic 
thread, to create the 13 shades of gray 
wrapping the building from top to 
bottom. / Photo by Phil Cerroni 

Your cookies will be 
delivered . . . now!

Going the last Mile
DART’s Orange Line prepares to roll into DFW Airport

North facing view of construction at DFW Airport Station. Less than a year remains until work is finished on this key element 
in DFW Airport’s plan for total connectivity with the Metroplex. / Photo courtesy of DART

See DART, Page 3

The White Chapel United Methodist Church choir and orchestra prepare diligently for 
this year’s Christmas Experience Musical, a magnificent ensemble comprised of over 200 
musical talents. / Photo by Nick Kammerer

Digital summit explores 
new storytelling methods

Digital Prophet David Shing discusses 
pitfalls of company branding in the new 
media.  / Photo by John Starkey
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Coppell Facility Hours
Dec. 31

Admin Offices – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Animal 
Services – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Aqua. Rec. 
Center – 5 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Municipal Court – 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Senior/Comm Cntr – 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.; Utility/Tax Payment Window – 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; WT Cozby Public Library – 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wagon Wheel Tennis Center – 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Coppell Facility Hours
Jan. 1

Admin. Offices - Closed; Animal Services 
- Closed; Aqua. Rec. Center – Closed; 
Municipal Court - Closed; Senior/Comm 
Cntr – Closed; Utility/Tax Payment Window 
– Closed; WT Cozby Public Library – Closed; 
Wagon Wheel Tennis Center – Closed

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Jan. 2, 10 a.m.

Irving Public Library joins the Irving Arts 

Center to present a lively story time that 
combines art and children’s literature in 
celebration of MLK Day. Following the story, 
kids can make an art project to take home. 
All supplies provided. Ages 2 and up. To 
pre-register groups of 10 or more, call 972-
252-2787. Irving Arts Center, Suite 200.

Valley Ranch Library Closure
Jan. 2 to Feb. 28

Valley Ranch Library will be closed while 
the facility undergoes construction and 
renovation. The library will reopen March 
1. Java Me Up, the coffee shop annexed 
to Valley Ranch Library, will close from 
Jan. 6-10 only. While the Valley Ranch 
Library is undergoing construction, patrons 
are welcome to visit other Irving library 
locations and to take advantage of the many 
online resources available to Irving Public 
Library cardholders.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

Big State Drug’s
AfterChristmas

Sale

100 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Tx 75060

Phone: 972.254.1521

50%OFF

On Select Items

Christmas Candies

Christmas Gifts

Christmas Decor

Ornaments

Many Americans are clueless 
when it comes to what high-risk 
drinking looks like and may not even 
realize they’re binge drinking, re-
ported a recent study commissioned 
by Caron Treatment Centers. In 
fact, many people accept higher-risk 
drinking at holiday parties despite 
observing firsthand the significant 
consequences of alcohol consump-
tion such as drunk driving, sexual 
harassment and violence.  

“Binge drinking can have grave 
consequences in an instant - especial-
ly behind the wheel after workplace 
or family holiday parties,” said Mike 
Puls, Vice President and Executive 
Director of Caron Texas. “Our survey 
found that driving drunk is the top 
inappropriate behavior observed at 
holiday work functions, which is a 
serious concern in Texas. The results 
of our survey provide an opportunity 
this holiday season to educate indi-
viduals, families and the community 
about alcohol abuse and its impact 
on society.”

In fact, misperceptions about 
alcohol are linked to its affordabil-
ity, availability and the billions of 
dollars spent annually on consumer 
advertising and product placement in 
television and films, according to the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

So what does low-risk drinking 
look like? Low-risk drinking is de-
fined as no more than four drinks per 
day for men and no more than three 
drinks per day for women, according 
to the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism.

Based on Caron’s survey results, 
many Americans are either unaware 
of this information or aren’t taking 
it seriously. The survey asked adults 
aged 21 and up what they consid-
ered to be the acceptable number 
of drinks during these occasions. 

Forty-four percent said consuming 
three or more drinks during family 
holiday parties was fine as long as 
the imbiber could “hold their liquor” 
and refrained from driving, and 32 
percent felt three or more drinks 
was acceptable at workplace holiday 
parties as long as the person could 
“hold their liquor” and refrained 
from driving.

Many of these adults polled also 
noted that these parties can quickly 
become booze fests where there’s 
no shortage of destructive behavior. 
Sixty percent of those who attended 
workplace holiday parties have 
seen someone under the influence 
of alcohol behave inappropriately. 
Survey respondents reported that an 
intoxicated male colleague “slapped 
a female co-worker on her bottom” 
and another “threw up on the boss.” 
Sixty percent of those who attend 
family holiday parties also reported 
that a family member behaved inap-
propriately after drinking too much 
alcohol. One respondent shared that 
alcohol prompted “a knock out drag 
out fist fight” and another spoke of 
“emotionally abusive behavior” dur-
ing a family holiday party. Others said 
relatives wanted to drive even though 
they were drunk.

Of those who said they have a 
co-worker or supervisor who puts 
themselves in embarrassing situa-
tions due to excessive drinking at 
workplace holiday parties, 50 percent 
saw the individual share inappropri-
ate personal details about themselves 
or other colleagues; 45 percent 
saw them flirting with another col-
league; 43 percent saw them drive 
even though he or she was drunk; 
35 percent saw them using excessive 
profanity and 30 percent saw them 
argue, be abusive or engage in sexual 
activity.

Alcohol abuse during the holi-
day season may be a sign of a more 
serious issue. One in every 12 U.S. 
adults suffers from alcohol abuse or 
dependence, while several million 
more engage in risky drinking that 
can lead to serious consequences 
including alcoholism, according to 
the National Council on Alcoholism 
and Drug Dependence.

“People often accept alcohol 
abuse as a cultural norm even though 
it can lead to bad behavior,” said Paul 
Hokemeyer, PhD, Senior Clinical 
Advisor at Caron Ocean Drive. “We 
want to help individuals and families 
change their perception about what 
healthy alcohol consumption looks 
like, and empower them to seek help 
for substance abuse before it starts to 
impact their job and family.”

Signs and symptoms of alcohol-
ism may include poor physical coor-
dination, an increase or decrease in 
appetite or changes in eating habits, 
bloodshot or watery eyes, consis-
tently dilated pupils and fatigue and 
speech pattern change. More difficult 
to detect, high-functioning alcoholics 
may not have as many of the textbook 
signs and symptoms of an alcoholic, 
but are just as significantly impaired.

SOURCE Caron Treatment Centers

By Amanda Casanova
In the last public meeting of 

the year, the City Council voted on a 
series of projects and programs for 
the City.

“Congratulations to the City 
Council tonight,” Interim City Man-
ager Steve McCullough said. “You 
have accomplished a great deal to-
night … I congratulate all of you for 
working hard.”

During the Dec. 12 meeting, the 
Council voted for the development 
of 900 single family residential lots. 
The $50 million project is expected to 
start in 2014, and complete build out 
will be finished by the end of 2019. 

The Council also approved a 
memorandum of understanding with 
a developer to build homes along 
Delaware Creek. According to the 
staff report, the developments will 
jumpstart the Heritage Crossing area 
and bring about 100 new families to 
the area. Taxable value should jump 

about $17.5 million. The 100 homes 
will start in the $175,000 price range. 
Community meetings about the proj-
ect are expected.

In other business, the City 
Council approved $430,000 for a 
youth housing and youth leadership 
program. The housing will assist 
transitioned students while they go 
to school. The project was first ap-
proved in 2011, but neighborhood 
opposition stalled the program. 
Under the program, the La Buena 
Vida Foundation (LBVF) will run 
a transitional housing and youth 
leadership program at 200 Alpine Ct. 
that will help 18-21 year old, full-time 
students.

The City Council also approved 
a series of issues related to the ARK 
Entertainment Center including a 
private funding commitment and 
amended lease agreement. Earlier 
this year, the Council approved the 
$165 million facility. Under the 

terms, ARK Group will first have 
to pay $3 million to the Las Coli-
nas Group (LCG) to drop a lawsuit 
against the city and also pay $1 mil-
lion to Billy Bob Barnett, creator of 
Fort Worth’s Billy Bob’s, and LCG 
partner. Under the deal outlined in 
the contract, the City will contribute 
an initial $40 million to ARK Group 
as well as another $44 million at a 
later date. ARK will pay the rest of 
the $165 million total construction 
cost. The center is expected to be 
completed by summer 2016. 

The center, dubbed the “Irving 
Music Factory” will house a 6,500 
person amphitheater, concert hall 
and plaza, and the area will also boast 
restaurants, possibly including one or 
more from Barnett as part of ARK’s 
lawsuit settlement with LCG, with 
whom the city originally partnered 
to build the entertainment center. 
However, the entertainment center 
project stalled in the fall when the 

City Council voted down a resolu-
tion to extend negotiations with the 
project’s developer. Shortly after the 
vote, LCG filed a lawsuit, and its last 
proposal for the entertainment center 
was for the City to pay for about $17 

million of the development.
The Council will meet in a spe-

cial closed meeting on Dec. 18 for an 
update on the search for a city man-
ager. The first meeting of the new 
year is scheduled for Jan. 9.

Irving City Council approves slew of new programs

Christmas party drinking can damage careers
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Buy 1 Entrée with 2 drinks 
and get a second Entrée 

FREE 
(must present ad with order)

HOMESTYLE COOKING

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 
AVAILABLE ALL DAY

(469) 647-5149
 1735 N Story Rd Ste 172

Irving, TX 75061

CALL IN TO-GO ORDERS!!

Happy Hour
Mon – Fri 4pm -7pm
$2 domestic drafts
$3.75 margaritas

cafe

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers
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Celebrating 50 Years as 
Your Community Hospital

* July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012. Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care 
System’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those 
medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at Irving or Baylor Health Care System. ©2013 Baylor Health 
Care System BMCIrv_523_2013  833 CE 11.13

For more information, call 1.800.4BAYLOR  
or visit BaylorHealth.com/Irving.

The Baylor Irving 
Difference

Serving the Community Since 1964
Baylor Medical Center at Irving remains dedicated to serving 
the growing needs of the community. In Fiscal Year 2012*, 
our estimated $58,001,224 in community benefits 
supported heart disease, cancer, stroke, alzheimers and 
diabetes education and prevention programs.

Each day, we live out our commitment to serve with 
excellence through charitable care, hospital-sponsored 
events and community activities.

•	Free	Health	Education, including classes and 
screenings. 

•	More	Than	150	Community	Health	Events, 
including, childbirth preparation classes, cancer 
support groups and wellness seminars.

•	Community	Sponsorships including athletic trainer 
coverage, health foundations and other local events 
and festivals.

1901 N. MacArthur 
Blvd. Irving, TX 75061

you know with the rolling hills and 
slopes,” said Jonathan Kempfer, 
a project manager for Kiewit, the 
construction company installing the 
track, at a public update meeting 
at North Lake’s West Campus on 
Dec. 11.

Nestled between International 
Parkway and DFW’s Terminal A sits 
the bones of the DFW Airport Sta-
tion, and except for a short punch 
list, Kempfer proudly announced 
that construction on the station is 
nearly finished.

“We’re doing finishes just about 
everywhere on the project. We’re 
working to finish up the systems 
work, but we’re in good shape,” he 
said.

Besides expressing satisfaction 
with the station’s technical aspects, 
Scott Kutchins, a project manager 
on the project, was pleased with 
the aesthetic of the new entryway. 
Arching up over tracks and platform, 
white canvas sheets are supported by 
majestic, curving pillars. Waves, the 
trademark image of DFW airport, 
decorate the walls, signaling to those 
both coming and going that this rail 
station is an essential part of north 
Texas’ growing aerotropolis, and a 
gateway to the world.

“It’s going to be quite a scene, 
and it’s quite different from other 
DART stations, but what the canopies 
and the arches represent is DFWs 
visioning and branding of what trans-
portation is,” Kutchins said. “(They 
are similar to) the canvas canopies 
that we have for terminal link at our 
new control plazas at the north and 
south ends...

“(We are) pretty happy that 
some guy playing with a CAD pro-
gram some four years ago come up 
with something we could afford and 
build.”

Once travelers arrive at the sta-
tion, they are only a three minute 

stroll down a covered walkway from 
Terminal A, where passengers can 
use one of the common-use kiosks 
to print their boarding pass for any 
airline flying out of the airport. After 
navigating the security checkpoint, 
a short trip on the airport’s internal 
Skylink rail system will take them to 
the three other terminals. Passengers 
who need to check bags with a carrier 
other than American Airlines (Ameri-
can is the only airline in Terminal A) 
can catch a ride at the bus pullout - 
also accessible from the walkway - to 
the other terminals. Employees, who 
currently make up 75 percent of pas-
sengers taking public transportation 
to the airport, will be able to access 
the backstage area from terminal A.

“This is the culmination of an 
aggressive, 18 year expansion for 
DART... This also culminates the 
vision of Ben Carpenter, getting Las 
Colinas to the airport, as well,” said 
DART Community Affairs Repre-
sentative, Carlos Huerta, referring 
to Carpenter’s donation of right of 
ways near the current site of North 
Lake college for expansion of the ATP 
to the airport, that were re-purposed 
for the Orange Line.

The next community meeting 
will be in February; a public hearing 
will be held on Mar. 4 and a public 
meeting in April or May will reveal 
marketing plans for the DFW Airport 
Station. The terminal will open no 
later than December 2014.

Life is a concert 
with 47 strings 
and 2 hands
By Carol Baker

Guests at First Baptist Church Irving were treated to 
glorious music performed by classically trained harpist, 
Greg Buchanan, at their Dec. 12 Christmas banquet. This 
harp music did not put anyone to sleep. Instead, it caused 
feet to tap and voices to sing with Buchanan as he played 
songs ranging from traditional arrangements of “Silent 
Night” and “What Child is This?” to a rousing jazz version 
of “Amen!” and his arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s “Dance 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy” - or “Sugar Plum Angels” - as he 
called it with a grin.

Mr. Buchanan grew up in a musical family in California 
and began playing piano at the age of three while sitting in 
his mother’s lap. His father was a WWII Naval Aviator from 
Belton, Texas who often danced to big band music in their 
home with his mother, a singer and dancer trained as a 
Shakespearian actress. After his older sister began studying 
the harp, Greg decided he wanted to learn the instrument 
as well. At the age of 18, he won admission to the U.S. Navy 
Concert Band stationed in Washington D.C. and played for 
four years alongside Juilliard trained musicians.

Buchanan drank heavily during his years with the 
Navy yet somehow managed to always sober up for 
rehearsals and concerts, and after leaving the Navy he 
returned to California to live the life a of a professional 
jazz musician where alcohol continued to take its toll. He 
began experimenting with drugs and soon found himself 
waking up in jails with a rising feeling of shame that he 
could not kick the habit. 

Buchanan stopped working in the music industry in 
1981 to attend college in hopes of getting his life back in 
order but found the experience much more difficult than 
he expected. A friend invited him to a Christian concert, 
and that night Buchanan began to experience the power 
of Christ in his life, mending the broken places he could 
not “fix” on his own. He was able with God’s help to stop 

drinking, amazing doctors, who had said he was beyond 
their ability to restore sobriety. 

Since that time, Buchanan has toured the world, 
playing in venues of all sizes and giving thanks to God for 
rescuing a life that had seemed beyond redemption. He 
plays with great joy and intensity as his large hands move 
over the harp strings. At his Irving concert, Buchanan 
used no accompaniment tracks, only amplification, so 
his audience could hear the range of notes clearly. He 
ended the concert with his arrangement of several modern 
praise songs including “Worthy is the Lamb” and “Praise 
God from Whom All Blessings Flow.” He also urged his 
mostly elderly audience to continue planting seeds of 
hope and God’s word in the lives of their children and 
grandchildren. His grandmother lovingly did just that 
during his wayward years. He thanked God for a faithful 
Texas grandmother who made his life a concert with “47 
Strings and 4 Hands.” 

DART
Continued from Page 1

Making a joyful noise, classically trained harpist, Greg 
Buchanan, performs an upbeat Christmas concert at First 
Baptist Church Irving / Courtesy photo
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Irving & Grand Prairie

LINDA HARPER BROWN
State Rep. District 105
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LINDA HARPER BROWN
RE-ELECT

Irving & Grand PrairieState Rep. District 105

View of the walkway from the DART station to Terminal A. A three minute walk on the 
the covered, lighted walkway connects the Orange Line to both Terminal A and a bus 
pullout to terminals B, C and D. / Photo courtesy of DART
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to be here.
“I think we have some great 

content. We have over 75 speakers 
who are talking about some great 
digital strategies and best practices,” 
Gregg said. “We are always excited to 
see the community meet. Folks who 
are neighbors in some cases, but who 
have never met come together at a 
function, and that can be great for 
partnerships, career advancement 
or a variety of things. 

“On the fun side, it is kind of 
cool to have Susan Bennett, who is 
the voice of Siri, actually meet Steve 
Wozniak, the co-founder of Apple. 
I guess that is a technology history-
making mini event. There are lots of 
great things. 

“We’ve sort of hit capacity here, 
and we’ve even filled up their park-
ing deck. So it’s a capacity crowd. We 
have 1,200 attendees this year, which 
pretty much maxes out how we have 
it set up here,” he said.

As the event’s opening speaker, 
AOL’s Digital Prophet, David Shing, 
spoke about relevant company brand-
ing and the need for new story telling.

“Kids are now born connected,” 
Shing said. “Once that switch comes 
on, we find it very difficult to switch 
it off. And you are just one click 
away from your most inner, personal 

thoughts. Personal expression is the 
new form of entertainment…

“Here’s the deal: I think the 
world is completely overwhelming. 
We are hit with 1,900 media mes-
sages per day. And then I find it 
completely underwhelming, because 
I can’t find what I am looking for. 
So it doesn’t do what it used to do. 
I think we have too many friends, 
too many followers, following too 
many people. I think you need to 
de-friend and unfollow your friends. 
The reason I believe that is it is just 
too saturated…

“The sixth largest contributor to 
stress today is no surprise at all. It is 
media overload, because you have a 
fear of missing out…

“As much as we are the con-
nected generation, we all are deeply 
connected here in this room… be-
cause we are always digital on all 
these devices, I have never felt so 
alone,” he said.

Some of Shing’s advice to com-
pany’s seeking success in the new 
digital marketplace revolved around 
the need to fail and move on.

“Create something that is really 
interesting. Fail forward and fail fast, 
because the faster you fail, the sooner 
you get to success,” he said.

Ending the two day summit, 
the closing keynote speaking, Steve 
Wozniak entertained the audience 
with stories of his early days with 
Apple, and his time on Dancing with 

the Stars.
“When we started Apple, it was 

pretty much hardware and software,” 
Wozniak said. “That was the nature 
of computers. They did some tasks 
for me when I typed away. 

“Eventually, the Internet came… 
It was like freedom. It was like the 
whole state, the whole country didn’t 
have any borders and people were 
on it from everywhere. It didn’t have 
rules and laws and taxes. And wow, 
that was going to free us from the op-
pressors. Only now, it is really being 
used the other way, which I regret…”

What might the future of com-
puters hold for mankind?

“Someday, what if they get a 
little device for the eye (that allows) 
you to see much better than a normal 
human?” Wozniak asked. “And what 
if you can see infrared and ultraviolet 
too? Well, then you have a decision. 
Am I going to wear one of these and 
be a non-natural human? It would be 
like dyeing my hair, probably.

“I would rather be the natural 
person. But then again, if all the 
kids at school have better vision and 
hearing with these implants, my kid’s 
going to have it too.”

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck SurgeryOAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

every year the congregation looks 
forward to this large-scale Christmas 
production that features over 200 
local musical talents from across the 
DFW area. 

White Chapel’s Creative Arts di-
rector, Irving resident Tim Georgeff, 
is the lead coordinator of the musical 
and an accomplished musician in his 
own right who boasts a fascinating 
and lengthy resume as a musical 
producer, director and pianist, in 

addition to his 12 years of service at 
the church. He recently completed 
his latest musical, “Mildred!”, and in 
addition to his phenomenal musical 
talent and multiple award winning 
musicals, Georgeff is known for his 
direction of several local productions 
of Broadway musicals. 

“It’s really exciting to be part of 
a large-scale production like this. It’s 
free, open to the community and all of 
the areas surrounding here,” Georgeff 
said. “We have about 10,000 people 
who come on the weekend to see the 
performance live and another 10,000 
that watch online. It’s really cool to 

know that we’re making an impact 
on that many people that are wanting 
get an hour of Christmas.”

The production involved over 
300 musicians, dancers, and theater 
technicians. Local performance art-
ists, soloists and musicians, including 
members of the Northeast Tarrant 
County Orchestra and the Fort Worth 
Symphony Orchestra, were part of 
the extravaganza.

“One of our guest singers, Julie 
Elias, is from California but now lives 
here in Grapevine, and she’s being 
featured here as one of the guest solo-
ists,” Georgeff explained. “We’re also 

path based on what they’ve learned,” 
said Colleen Walker, chief executive 
officer for the Girl Scouts of North-
east Texas (GSNETX). “Whether it’s 
a bank, high-tech company, hospital, 
or even the local pet store, employers 
want someone who can set goals, 
meet deadlines, sell ideas, and they 
also want someone who is honest, 
trustworthy and reliable.”

A cornerstone of the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program is the girl’s dedica-
tion to use profits to support educa-
tional field trips, leadership activities, 
and service projects. Girl Scouts also 
donate cookies to military personnel 
through Project Troop to Troop.

Project Troop to Troop encour-
ages members of the community to 
buy Girl Scout cookies for donation to 
the U.S. Armed Forces. The donated 
cookies are transported to service 
men and women at home and abroad, 
to local veterans’ organizations and 
to wounded soldiers through Fort 
Hood, United Service Organizations 
(USO), and American Red Cross. 
Customers can also make a $10 do-

nation towards purchasing cookies 
for military personnel by texting the 
word “GREEN” to 80888.

Last year nearly 178,000 pack-
ages of Girl Scout cookies were do-
nated to Project Troop to Troop in 
Northeast Texas.

In 2013, GSNETX sold 3.6 mil-
lion boxes of cookies. The GSNETX 
Cookie Program supports local Girl 
Scouts and 100 percent of proceeds 
raised stay in northeast Texas. Each 
box of cookies sells for $4.

SOURCE: Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas

Cookies
Continued from Page 1

Digital
Continued from Page 1

Musical
Continued from Page 1

bringing in Dr. Latoya Lain, and she’s 
actually a professor from Central 
Michigan University.”

Besides narrating part of the 
Christmas story, Dr. Lain performed 
as a guest soloist. The Southlake 
Carol High School drum line and the 
all-area kids’ choir, “Cantare”, were 
also featured this year. 

New to the Christmas Experi-
ence this season was the addition of 
special effects, including falling snow, 
low-level fog and set cannons. The in-
creased production value prompted 
the church to sell fully edited CDs 
and DVDs of the extravagant musical.

Georgeff, who specializes in 
large-scale productions, explained 
the hard work and coordination 
behind the magic of the Christmas 
performance. 

“I did a lot of the arranging. We 
have a couple of orchestra members 

who do the orchestral arrange-
ments,” Georgeff said. “We do a lot 
of songs by an arranger from North 
Dallas named Bradley Night; he does 
a lot of arranging for Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano. It’s hard 
to find music for a group this size 
because there are so many people 
involved.” 

After another successful Christ-
mas Musical Experience, there is no 
doubt that Georgeff’s professional 
influence and extensive musical 
knowledge provided a unique expe-
rience for the congregation and the 
community, at large. 

“You can go see this (Christmas 
Musical) at Bass Hall or American 
Airlines Center and you’d say ‘Oh, I 
expect this out of a big concert’,” he 
said. “But to come to a church and see 
all these things, I think, is a unique 
twist that I’m able to put on that.”

The Dallas Digital Summit allows exhibitors to educate the most connected among us on the latest and greatest products available in 
the marketplace. / Photo by John Starkey 
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“The Star in the East” 
Illustration by Gustave Dore 

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

HOME REPAIR

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

EMPLOYMENT

Home 
delivery 
carrier 
Needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
	 		willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call	Tammy	Pompa	
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Retired School Personnel hold holiday luncheon
The Irving Retired School Personnel Association met on Thurs., Dec. 

12 for its annual Christmas luncheon and silent auction benefiting student 
scholarships and the book project.  The association donates $500 each year 
to one of the Early Childhood Centers to buy books for the library, and four 
scholarships of $500 each are also given each year.  Jo Long, District 10 
President, was the special guest and talked about the victories that were won 
for Texas Retired TeacherAssociation (TRTA) members.  The teachers that 
retired before 2000 received a raise, but the retirees have not gotten a raise 
for 13 years prior to this session.  Ms. Long told the audience that healthcare 
needs to head the agenda for TRTA next session.  

SOURCE: Irving Retired School Personnel Association

finished sometime in late July. After 
that it will take nine months to move 
$160 million worth of equipment into 
what will be Dallas’s most techno-
logically advanced (and first totally 
wireless) hospital. After construction 
ends on New Parkland’s core build-
ings, work will begin on an outpatient 
medical-surgical facility.

Since the project’s inception, 
designers placed a premium on creat-
ing a calming, convenient experience 
for patients, taking a cue from Walt 
Disney’s Onstage/Offstage concept. 
Patients and staff will use different 
entrances, elevators and hallways, 
and will see very little of each other, 
except for doctor/patient interaction. 
Squeaky gurneys, laundry and ma-
chinery will have dedicated hallways 
in the center of each ward, while the 
patient hallway circles around the 
circumference of the ward, granting 
access to individual rooms. The staff 
hallway runs north/south in the cen-
ter of loop with access points to the 
patient hallway at each end and in the 
middle, instead of crowding spaces 
already teeming with upwards of one 
million patients every year - someone 
walks into the hospital every two 
minutes looking for care - not to 
mention visitors.

Walt Disney took this approach 
when he was turning thousands of 
acres of swampland near Orlando, 
Fla. into Disney World. Although he 
was pleased with the design of his 
first park, Disney was disappointed 
that, in order to reach their stations, 
entertainers in full costume had to 
walk through other parts of the park - 
cowboys would traipse right through 
a magic castle, shattering the illusion. 
So Disney built his new park on top 
of a network of concrete passages so 
staff could access any area without 
coming into contact with the guests 
running around a dozen feet above 
their heads.

New Parkland uses the Onstage/
Offstage concept to alleviate conges-
tion, put everything under one roof 
and make it easy to get around.

“The idea of the connectivity...
when a lady comes in for her checkup, 
sometimes she has to deliver,” said 
Lou Saksen, Senior VP New Park-

land Construction. “Well, in this case 
she’ll just go upstairs and across and 
deliver. Her husband won’t have to 
move the car - he can stay right with 
her...we didn’t want everything all 
separated out and hard to find your 
way around.”

New Parkland also simplifies 
visits by grouping similar facilities 
on the same floors. Operating rooms 
are on three; imaging is on two, etc.

“We didn’t put the emergency 
department on the first floor and 
then (fill) in the rest of that space with 
the lobby and the cafeteria and food 
preparation,” Saksen said.

The fourth floor is occupied 
exclusively by 96 individual NICCU 
(Newborn and Infant Critical Care 
Unit) rooms. Designers felt it was 
important that sunlight enter each 
room, so they created a complex 
cantilever system allowing daylight 
to reach rooms on the building’s 
interior. This is a significant change 
from the current facility where 12 
infants occupy every room. About a 
decade ago, Old Parkland delivered 
18,000 babies a year - the most of any 
hospital in the country. The numbers 
have gone down to 12,000, but the 
hospital still delivers more children 
than any other facility in the county.

Using scientific, evidence-based 
design planners strove to create an 
environment that emphasizes pa-
tients’ well being through strategies 
including the use of natural light-
ing, fewer drugs, appealing views 
and standardized room orientation. 
Most hospitals operate semi-private 
rooms. In other words, two patients 
share a room. In New Parkland, ev-
ery patient has his own, 260 square 
foot room (Old Parkland’s patient 
rooms are only 140 square feet) with 
a fold-out couch for family members 
who want to stay close. In order to 
increase the privacy afforded to each 
patient, doctors will conduct rounds 
in the offstage areas of the hospital. 
Because Parkland is Homeland 
Security’s surge hospital for Dallas 
County, each room can be outfitted 
for two patients in case of an emer-
gency, doubling capacity.  

Every room in New Parkland 
is identical: patient to the left, care 
station and bathroom to the right, so 
that all staff members will be familiar 
with each unit in the hospital.

Parkland
Continued from Page 1

Woody Schober, President of Irving Retired School Personnel Association presents 
poinsettias to gust speaker Jo Long, District 10 President of TRTA. She spoke about the 
victory TRTA won, during Texas’ last legislative session, in securing a raise for those who 
retired before 2004. / Photo courtesy of Irving Retired School Personnel Association

“All the rooms are same hand-
ed... Every time you need supplies 
they’ll be in the same place in the 
room... If you think of times of crisis, 
when there’s real incident; they’re 
trying to deal with a patient - just 
that being familiar makes the safety 
factors go up much more,” said Mimi 
Johnson, business development 
manager of H.J. Russell & Co.

In order to save time and mon-
ey, sections of each room were pre-
fabricated in a warehouse across the 
street. The 3,000 pound bathrooms 
were constructed so well that flood 
testing was conducted at the ware-
house before installation.

To decrease the energy foot-
print of what basically amounts to 
one and a half hospitals, Parkland 
went to great lengths to ensure that 
the entire campus was LEED certi-
fied. Because a hospital never sleeps 
this is as a difficult task, but in spite 
of this obstacle, both the power plant 
and the main building are on track 
for gold-level certification, which 
would make Parkland the first LEED 
gold certified hospital in the United 
States.

“This is going to be an asset for 
Dallas for a long time. Even though 
that construction price is pretty high, 
the operating price is much, much, 
much higher,” Saksen said.

But everyone involved in the 
project was as proud and excited 
about the new park as any other 
aspect of the campus’ design. With 
each of Parkland’s previous cam-
puses, the park seemed almost like 
a second thought. During periods 
of expansion, the buildings kept 
encroaching on the park’s footprint 
until, at each site, it disappeared 
entirely. In order to keep that from 
happening again, New Parkland is 
literally built around 1.3 acres of 
greenspace set in the corner created 
by the front lobby and the cafeteria 
- spaces that have a heavy mix of 
physician, patient and visitor traffic.

“(Early on) it came out that 
one of the things we wanted to do 
was put the park back in Parkland... 
Everything is centered around this 
park so that we do have a quiet place 
for people to come in a time of stress 
when they’re getting medical care,” 
Saksen said.

All this supports the hospital’s 
1,600 staff members, including 
200 to 300 doctors who roam the 
halls of Old Parkland at any given 
time. This number does not include 
resident medical students from UT 
Southwestern for whom Parkland is 
the primary teaching hospital.

From its ambitious beginnings 
a century ago, when the county do-

Workmen paint one of New Parkland’s patient bedrooms. / Photos by Phil Cerroni

nated a park on the corner of Maple 
and Oak Lawn to the doctors and 
nurses of Dallas County, Parkland 
Hospital has grown up with the Me-
troplex. Many times it found itself 
behind the curve - Old Parkland 
was built just a few years before air 

conditioners, and engineers were 
forced to cram cooling units into 
low ceilings. Now, New Parkland 
is jumping ahead, poised this time 
to ride the two-crested wave of en-
gineering and medical technology 
another 100 years.

Architect,
SunGard Systems Int., 

Irving, TX. 
Translate	 business	 req	 docs	 into	
tech design specs inc testing code. 
BA	degree	in	CS,	ENGR,	or	dir	rel	
field	 +	 5	 yrs	 exp	 in	 the	 position	
offered	or	dir	 rel	 (will	accept	3	or	
4	yr	degree)	req.	Exp	must	inc:	5	
yrs	in	.Net;	C#	ver	3.5	&	4.0;	TFS	
2010	work	items	&	source	control,	
builds,	de-ploys,	user	mgment;	T-
SQL.	Must	know:	SW	dev	life	cycle,	
Microsoft	Windows	7,	Visual	Studio	
2010,	 team	 foundation	 Server	
2010;	HTML,	 Javas-cript,	AJAX,	
ASP.NET,	CSS,	 Silverlight,	 SQL	
Server	2008,	Windows,	Web,	WCF	
Srvs,	SQL	Server	Report	Srvs,	Unit	
Test,	TDD	concepts.	 	Resume	 to	
J.	Souvenir,	59	Maiden	Ln.,	New	
York,	NY	10038.	No	Headhunters.

Work continues on New Parkland’s soaring main lobby. An integral part of the building’s Onstage/Offstage design, patients will be 
funneled to elevators banks going either to Med/Surg or WISH, while medical personnel have their own dedicated elevators. 
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One	block	north	of	Hwy	183	on	Esters	Rd.
Sat.	5:30pm,	Sun.	8am,	10am,	12pm,	

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114	West	Grauwyler	Rd.	75061

972-579-0911
Sunday	School	for	all	ages-9:30	a.m.

Sunday	Worship-	10:45	a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600	N.	Irving	Heights	75061

972.438.1431 
www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday	School	9:45	a.m.	
Sunday	Worship	10:45	a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church
3700	West	Northgate,	75062

972-252-8519					www.northgateumc.org
Worship	Service	8:15	AM	in	the	Dome

Sunday	School	9:30	AM
Worship	Service	10:45	AM	in	the	WAC	

at	the	rear	of	the	complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621	W.	Grauwyler	Rd.

Irving,	TX	75061		972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday	Bible	Classes	9:30	a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10:50	a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Advent	&	Christmas	

Holiday	Worship	Schedule
Wednesdays	Advent	Vespers	
12/4,	12/11	&	12/18	At	7:00pm
CHRISTMAS	EVE	–	7:00PM	
CHRISTMAS	DAY	-	10:00AM
NEW	YEARS	EVE	–	7:00PM

2620	West	Grauwyler	Rd,	Irving,	TX	75061
www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202	N.	Belt	Line	Rd.,	Irving,	TX	75061
1st	Century	Christianity	in	the	21st	Century

Sunday	Bible	Classes	9	a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10	a.m.	and	6	p.m.
Wednesday	Worship	7:30	p.m.

972.790.8606	www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211	W.	Third,	75060

972-253-3531				www.fumcirving.org
Sunday	School	9:00	a.m.
Sunday	Worship	10:30	a.m.

in	the	Sanctuary
6:30	p.m.	in	the	Fellowship	Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

UNITY CHURCH OF IRVING
210 Virginia St., 

Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &

 Children's Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

Dec. 21

Dec. 28

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

RamblerSUBSCRIBE!
214-676-1145

RamblerADVERTISE!
972-870-1992

RamblerTELL US WHAT’S UP!
972-870-1992
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MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

The SPCA of Texas celebrated 
its one millionth clinic procedure 
this month at its Myron K. Martin 
Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinic in 
West Dallas by surprising one four-
legged client with cheers from staff, 
balloons and a special gift to mark 
the occasion. 

Although the SPCA does not 
know exactly which procedure was 
the millionth, by combing through its 
archives, records and historical docu-
ments, the organization estimated 
that the procedure would have hap-
pen by the end of 2013, and chose late 
December to celebrate this milestone. 
(Originally scheduled for Dec. 18, the 
landmark snip has been postponed 
due to the illness of key medical staff.)

For 75 years, the SPCA of Texas 
has served animals and people as 
the leading animal welfare agency in 
North Texas. On Sept. 22, 1938, Emi-
lie Schuyler and a group of prominent 
Dallas citizens obtained a state char-
ter of incorporation. This officially 
makes the SPCA, then known as the 
Dallas Animal Protective League, 
the oldest and largest animal welfare 
agency in North Texas.

Widely known for offering hun-

dreds of adoptable pets seven days 
a week at two shelters in Dallas and 
McKinney, and for its Rescue & 
Investigations efforts in eight coun-
ties surrounding the Metroplex, 
the SPCA also offers low-cost, high 
quality spay/neuter surgeries and 
veterinary wellness care to the pets 
of people who could otherwise not 
afford those services that are so key 
to pets’ health and happiness. Just 
last year, the group found homes for 
more than 6,000 pets, rescued 768 
animals from abuse and served more 
than 34,000 pets at three spay/neu-
ter and wellness clinics and estimates 
that it has found homes for more than 
300,000 pets since its incorporation 
in September of 1938.

To celebrate the 75th Anniver-
sary in 2013, the SPCA of Texas has 
held a year-long series of events, 
educational activities and awareness 
campaigns to tell its story, make 
North Texans aware of its life-saving 
services and enlist the entire com-
munity in helping the group change 
the world for animals.

For the last seven decades, the 
SPCA’s commitment to the animals 
has remained its guiding light. Today, 

as ever, the organization is dedicated 
to providing every animal with excep-
tional care and a loving home. 

SOURCE SPCA Texas
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By Kyle French
It’s just a little 5-piece Pearl…
...but nothing will ever replace 

the sentimental value of that first 
instrument you owned that spurred a 
long and wonderful journey of music 
and the influences that make music 
run through your veins.

Yesterday I had an experience 
that truly turned back the clock for 
me. Now I don’t claim to be some 
űber-talented session drummer that 
jumps on with local bands and plays 
little gigs here and there - that’s not 
me - never will be. But regarding 
music, and as the fan of so many 
great acts that I have become over 
the years, it all comes down to a 
decision that I made at some point 
during the summer of 1997, in be-
tween my transition from Townley 
Elementary to Bowie Middle School, 
when I told my parents that I wanted 
to be a drummer. I grew up going to 
Nimitz High School football games 
with my family, just so I could see the 
drumline that I would later be a part 
of, and it had always struck me as the 
thing that I would make my own and 
be passionate about. 

Drumming defines me as a 
person: my musical influences, my 
education over the years... It has been 
a constant in all facets of my life and 
will always remain that way, even if 
it only remains so as a hobby in the 
back room of the house. One of the 
things that symbolized this was my 
very first drum set that I had received 
after expressing interest in being 
more than just a kid in the back of an 
orchestral setting playing 1/8th notes 
to Leroy Anderson’s arrangement of 
‘Sleigh Ride.’ 

On Christmas morning 1999, 
Santa delivered a maroon 5-piece 
Pearl Export Series kit with Zildjian 
ride, crash, and hi-hat cymbals. At 
this point, I had no idea how to play 
the thing; I just knew that I would do 
whatever it took to learn and, again, 
make it my own. I started teaching 
myself how to play, basing most of 
what I knew on standard rudimen-
tary combinations and as much 
syncopation as my right-hand-lead 
could muster when accompanied by 
my right foot on a bass pedal. It was 
foreign to me, but only for a while.  

Later I would discover the great 
drummers of the day, and days past, 
and would go on to form, as all drum-
mers do, my own style and rhythm in 
my own head. As I got older and my 
craving for music continued to grow, 
the drum set became something I had 
to make time for. Yes, I was a part of 
a little garage band in high school, 
but that was the extent of my ‘profes-
sional career’ as a drummer. 

Years later, the time came when 

decisions had to be made about this 
bulky piece of the past. I was a senior 
at Texas A&M University at the time, 
and my parents were beginning a 
cross-country move from Irving to 
South Carolina. The last visit I made 
back home, the weekend before the 
big move, they told me to take what 
I wanted and find something to do 
with the ‘rest of my belongings’, 
which was pretty sad. As I was living 
in a dorm at the time, I had no room 
for this drum set, so on the way out of 
town my last stop before I hit the road 
was at Porter’s Army-Navy to sell it. 
This was 5 years ago. It’s something 
I’ve always regretted doing. 

As I made the 3-hour drive back 
to campus, I convinced myself that 
somewhere along the way, some 
novice drummer would wind up with 
the kit and have the same experience 
I did... finding that passion in music 
and maybe even going further than I 
had with the skills that I had learned. 
It was behind me, it was gone, and I 
put it out of my mind as best I could.   

Fast forward to the afternoon of 
Nov. 5, 2013 when... my boss walks 
in to my office during a lull in the 
day, sits down; starts talking band 
geek stuff with me. His oldest is a 
freshman in a collegiate band, and 
the next one in line is in high school 
band, so they’ve been going to a lot 
of competitions lately. I have a little 
practice pad and some drumsticks 
sitting on my shelf, so he brings up 
my drumming history, and asks if I 
own a drum set. I tell him about my 
old, five piece Pearl and how it helped 
me develop the passion for music that 
I have today. 

Boss: “Well where is this pawn 
shop?” Me: “Oh, its right around the 
corner here in Irving.” Boss: “Have 
you ever called them to see if they’ve 
even sold the thing?” Me: “No, I 
haven’t, but I’d be willing to bet that 
they sold the thing years ago.” Boss: 

“Can’t hurt to call and ask!”
We left it at that, and he jumped 

up to go do something that had be-
come urgent, but my curiosity was 
piqued, so I decided, “Why not… I’ll 
call Porter’s.” 

So I called and explained the 
story to Nick Porter (who is also a 
drummer), the fourth generation 
manager of the well-established 
pawnshop, who was same guy that 
bought the Pearl from me. Then he 
proceeded to tell me that five years 
later… they still had it. 

I found out that the drum set had 
quite the story of its own. Originally, 
it was placed in upstairs storage for 
many years, covered up by a con-
stantly circulating inventory of other 
drum kits. It spent a brief time on the 
showroom floor before being hidden 
away and was only just now making 
it back into public view on the floor, 
stacked in the standard pyramidal 
display from bass-drum on up, in an 
effort to make somebody’s Christmas 
a little brighter. Little did they know, 
it would again be mine.

During my parents’ visit to Texas 
over the Thanksgiving holiday, my fa-
ther and I returned to the pawnshop 
together and made new memories 
reacquiring the Pearl set. He watched 
as I set it up in the back room of the 
home I share with my wife - tuning 
drum heads here, tightening wing 
nuts there - only to demand that he 
get a private concert just as he had 
requested on Christmas morning all 
those years ago.

These things just don’t happen, 
but with a little help from (St.) Nick 
of Porter’s Army-Navy, and true to 
the Christmas spirit, I am now the 
proud owner of the very kit that had 
me beaming with Christmas joy a 
mere 14 years ago. 

Thank you to all at Porter’s 
Army-Navy, and Merry Christmas 
to all. Sorry honey, it might get loud.

The Little Drummer Boy grew upcutline

Kyle French sits at his new drum set on Christmas Day, 1999. He reunited with his 
beloved kit in 2013 after discovering that Porter’s Army & Navy Store never sold it after 
he pawned it in years earlier. Photo courtesy of Kyle French. / Courtesy photo

One million procedures in, 
SPCA still going strong

UNITED METHODIST
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CLUBS

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Howdy! I'm Tank, and I'm a 1 year 
old black lab mix. I came to the DFW 
Humane Society from another 
shelter that was overcrowded. I just 
love to play play play! The 
volunteers tell me that I'm pretty 
smart because I learned to sit and 
stay really quickly. What can I say? I 
like to get treats and all I have to do 
is sit or stand still? I just really like 
getting attention and I'll do whatever 
it takes...even sit and stay! I'd really 
like to meet you!

Hello, my name 
is Manfred. 
What an elegant 
name for me. I 
am a 4 year old 
large, neutered 
male. I have 
exquisite long 
brown and 
black fur. I 
almost look like a Maine Coon. I was 
rescued from another shelter, and word 
around this beautiful shelter is I am 
guaranteed to find a perfect home. Why 
can't my new home be with you? I am a 
one of a kind, kind of guy who loves to be 
petted and played with. Please hurry on 
down to meet me.

1. GEOGRAPHY: In what 
state is Salt Lake City located?
2. HISTORY: Where did 
abolitionist John Brown’s fa-
mous raid take place in 1859?
3. ENTERTAINERS: Which 
stand-up comedian, who 
starred in the movie “Back 
to School,” was born with the 
name Jacob Cohen?
4. ANATOMY: What is the 
most common type of blood?

5. MOVIES: “Anne of the 
Thousand Days” is a film 
about which historical couple?
6. GAMES: What early ver-
sion of a video game mes-
merized TV viewers in the 
mid-1970s?
7. RELIGION: What are the 
first four books of the Bible’s 
New Testament, in order?
8. COMICS: What is Catbert’s 
title in the “Dilbert” comic 
strip?
9. BUSINESS: What popular 
business did Judy Sheppard 
Missett create?
10. TELEVISION: What was 
Ray’s last name in the se-

ries “Everybody Loves Ray-
mond”?
Answers
1. Utah
2. Harpers Ferry WV
3. Rodney Dangerfield
4. O positive
5. Anne Boleyn and King 
Henry VIII
6. Pong
7. Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John
8. Evil Director of Human 
Resources
9. Jazzercise
10. Barone

• It was noted wit Ambrose 
Bierce who defined an egotist 
as “a person more interested in 
himself than in me.”

• If you could go back in 
time and sample a beer from 
the 1700s, you would find it to 
be significantly stronger than 
similar libations that are served 
today. The higher alcohol con-
tent helped the brew survive the 
long voyage from England to 
colonial India. 

• Those who study such 
things say that roughly half of 
American women remove hair 
from their bikini area. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, as women age, 
they become less likely to keep 
up the shaving or waxing, with 
only 19 percent of women aged 
50-plus doing so. In Brazil, 
though, the practice is far more 
widespread; there, 65 percent of 
women in the 50-plus age group 
reported bikini hair removal. 

• The average horse will 
produce 10 gallons of saliva 
every day.

• Historians claim that 
President John Quincy Adams 

kept a pet alligator in a White 
House bathroom. He reportedly 
was amused when unsuspect-
ing guests had to make a trip to 
the loo.

• I wouldn’t be surprised if 
you’ve never heard the word “pil-
garlic” -- it’s not a term you hear 
every day. Its literal meaning is 
“peeled garlic,” but colloquially 
it was once used to describe a 
bald-headed person. 

• In the U.S. in 1900, im-
ported perfume was taxed at 
a higher rate than imported 
opium.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. (c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES

American Legion Post #218
Heritage	Park	Building

215	Main	St.	Downtown	Irving
3rd	Thursday	of	each	month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st	&	3rd	Saturdays	at	8:00	pm	
Senter	Park	East	
228	Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd	&	4th	Fridays	at	8pm

Senter	Park	East
228	Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st	&	3rd	Tuesdays	at	7:00pm
Community	Bible	Church

2301	Texas	Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second	Tuesday	at	Joe’s	Coffee	Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets	the	first	Tues.	each	month
@	Spring	Creek	BBQ	at	7	p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth	Thurday	of	the	month	

7:30	to	9	PM
Senter	Park	East
228	Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
			Thursdays	@	11:30	a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd	Thursday,	10am

Irving	Garden	&	Arts	Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH	972-409-9940

Every	Wed.	@	Los	Lupes
In	the	Irving	Mall	

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets	the	second	Monday	of	
each	month	(except	July)	at	7pm

IHOP	Restaurant
Hwy	635	@	MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First	Christain	Church		
104	W.	Grauwyler	Rd.

Second	Thursday	every	month

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays	at	12	pm

Las	Colinas	Country	Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday	at	7	am

Las	Colinas	Country	Club
4400	N.	O”Connor	Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third	Tues.	each	month	7-9	p.m.

Irving	Garden	&	Arts	Bldg.
For	more	info	call	972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st	Wednesday	at	6:30	P.M.	and	

3rd	Tuesday	at	11:30	a.m.
Meet	at	Googly	Eyes	
2413	W.	Airport	Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st	&	3rd	Saturdays 

972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd	and	4th	Fridays	of	each	month
6:30	-	8:00	p.m.	at	the	Irving	YMCA	(cor-

ner	of	Irving	Blvd.	and	Story	Road)
Free	meal!	Encouraging	meeting!	

Kids	welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday	at	9:30	a.m.

Dwelling	Place
1126	Hilltop	Drive

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post	Meeting	–	1st	Thursday	at	7pm

Ladies’	Auxiliary	-1st	&	3rd

	Wed	at	7pm
Men’s	Auxiliary	–	4th	Wed	at	7pm
Junior	Girls	–	2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375	Belt	Line	Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Every	Saturday	@	8:30	a.m.

at	Wonderrful	World	of	Cooking
Karen	–	972-986-4056
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LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

Elvis Birthday 
Celebration Week

Jan. 10 — 7 - 10 p.m.
Dinner and Show $40

Elvis Gospel Brunch
Jan. 26  — Noon to 3 p.m.

Brunch and Show $30 

 

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Plan your holidays now
Host your holiday party at Glory House 

or order catering to your home or business or venue 

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Happy 
New Year!!

Happy 
New Year!!

Local Knights receive award from City
The Chairman’s Award for outstanding service and contributions in 

promoting the cause of parks and recreation is presented by Scott Huber 
(left) to the Knights of Columbus Charter in Irving. Receiving the award for 
the Knights are Jessie Jauregar and Frank Horak, looking on is Ray Cerda. 
The presentation is part of the Irving Parks and Recreation’s Annual Awards 
Program at City Hall Council Chambers on Dec. 9.

Antique restorer honored 
by Irving Heritage Society

Antique restorer and cabinet 
maker Jeff Gaston was presented 
with a gift of appreciation for his 
services to the Irving Heritage Soci-
ety by President Elect Patty Landers 
Caperton during the November 
board meeting. One of the most re-
cent projects which Mr. Gaston has 
been working on includes restoration 
of items for the Mary’s Playhouse 
project currently underway just 
behind the Irving Heritage House.   
Mary’s Playhouse is expected to be 
completed and open for visitors by 
spring.

SOURCE Irving Heritage Society 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. — 
The HP Byron Nelson Championship 
was honored by the PGA TOUR at 
the TOUR’s Tournament Meetings 
on Dec. 5 at TPC Sawgrass in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Fla., earning an award 
for “Best Charity Integration” during 
the 2013 tournament at TPC Four 
Seasons Resort.

“On behalf of the PGA TOUR, I 
am pleased to congratulate the HP 
Byron Nelson Championship and 
the Salesmanship Club of Dallas for 
being named the best among its peers 
on TOUR,” said PGA TOUR EVP and 
Chief of Operations Andy Pazder. 
“The tournament committee should 
be proud of the special recognition 
the event has earned for its efforts.”

In 2013, the HP Byron Nelson 
Championship simplified its messag-
ing to “Kids are at the heart of every-
thing we do,” with a tie-in slogan of 
“Be a part of the heart.” 

These messages were not only 
prevalent at the TPC Four Seasons 
Resort during the tournament, but 

throughout the year in all advertising 
and tournament promotions. 

In addition to raising more than 
65 percent of the operating budget 
for the tournament’s primary char-
ity, Salesmanship Club Youth and 
Family Centers, the HP Byron Nelson 
Championship served as a vehicle 
to raise awareness for the extensive 
work the nonprofit organization 
does to help children and families 
build and repair social emotional 
health. Specifically, students from 
the Salesmanship Club’s Jonsson 
School served as honorary caddies 
during the Wednesday Pro-Am and 
as Junior Reporters during the week. 
Students also created “splatter art” 
for the event’s collateral and threw 
out the first pitch at a Texas Rang-
ers game. 

In addition, the tournament 
used a prize wheel to give away nearly 
35,000 charity-branded items to 
spectators and encouraged fans to 
wear red on Saturday of tournament 
week, with HP donating $10,000 to 

the Salesmanship Club for all the fans 
who wore red. Also, HP held their 
annual “HP Gives Back Day” at the 
Jonsson School, where executives 
talked to the students about future 
careers.

“As the host organization of the 
HP Byron Nelson Championship, 
the Salesmanship Club is honored 
to be recognized for our charitable 
work,” said Jon Drago, tournament 
director. 

“The Nelson is the primary 
fundraiser for Salesmanship Club 
Youth and Family Centers, the char-
ity that we own and operate. Nothing 
is more important to us than raising 
money and awareness for our char-
ity’s work to build and repair social 
emotional in children and families, 
so this recognition of our work is very 
gratifying.”

The 2014 HP Byron Nelson 
Championship, won this year by 
Sang-Moon Bae, will be held May 
14-18 at TPC Four Seasons Resort.

SOURCE HP Byron Nelson Championship

HP Byron Nelson Championship 
honored for integrating message

Turkey Drive
Headed by the Dad’s club President 
Jessie Van Luvan, Valley Ranch 
Elementary collected the most birds this 
year for the Coppell ISD Turkey Drive. 
Students, fathers, and staff helped 
load and count the Turkey’s the week 
of Thanksgiving.  There were 535 total 
turkeys donated by VRE, more than 
twice the amount donated by any other 
elementary!  We are so proud of our 
school  and hope to continue the giving 
with our Holiday drives.  Pictured from 
left to right: Oorja Agarwal, Aryan Dalal, 
Isabel Agudelo. Photo by Maribel Urey.

SOURCE: Valley Ranch Elementary


