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Troop 175 Boy Scout Ryan Roop (lft) and Troop 175 Life Scout Colton Sligar meet Anna Tadlock,
Miss Mississippi 2009 after they all participated in the 2010 Comerica New Years Day parade in
downtown Dallas.

By Jess Paniszczyn
In the next few weeks, the City

Council will consider raising the
water and sewage fees to pay for re-
placing aging infrastructure, which
is declining in the system.

“We are looking at a five per-
cent increase across the board for
water and sewer rates; both the base
rate and how much we charge per
thousand gallons,” said Bret Starr,
Irving’s Budget and Research Man-
ager. “The franchise fee, a charge on
the revenues of the system, will in-
crease two percent.

“It works out to a $4.20 per
month increase for the average user,
who has a house, but doesn’t have a
pool or irrigation and only uses
10,000 gallons per month.

“On the tax role, the average
home value is $131,000. The affect
of a five percent increase in water is
$1.54 per month. A sewer increase
of five percent is $0.99 per month.
The franchise fee going up two per-
cent per month is an additional $1.66
per month. For a total of $4.20 per
month added to the average
customer’s bill. Citizens will not see
an increase until their March bill.

“The water rates pay com-
pletely for all the water system, there
is no General Fund money used.

“The franchise increase goes
into the General Fund. When we go
out and tear up the sewer lines, we
are actually tearing up the streets. So
the two percent increase in the fran-
chise tax goes to repair and replace

the streets in the neighborhoods
where we are replacing sewer lines.
That money is being dedicated into
the streets system. It is about $1.5
million, and it will all go into street
repair.”

Cast iron and fiber concrete
pipes, which were once the height of

water, sewage technology have be-
come the bane of the system as the
pipes deteriorate at a rate faster than
anticipated by previous planners.

“The types of pipe that we have
in the system on the water side we
are trying to change to PVC where
ever we can,” said Todd Reck, Di-

rector of Water Utilities. “We have
cast iron pipe that has been in the
ground 30, 40, 50 years that is show-
ing a lot of deterioration. We are
spending most of our time on repairs,
trying to go in and patch up both the
cast iron pipe and the fiber cement

Council considers water, sewage fee increaseCouncil considers water, sewage fee increaseCouncil considers water, sewage fee increaseCouncil considers water, sewage fee increaseCouncil considers water, sewage fee increase

By Jess Paniszczyn
As record breaking numbers of

students attend Irving ISD schools,
the Board of Trustees has decided to
build the district’s eighth middle
school. Currently known as Middle
School Number Eight, the new
school may become a pioneer in cut-
ting edge conservation and energy
production techniques as well as an
interactive learning platform for stu-
dents of all ages.

“The district currently owns a
17 acre tract at 3601 W. Pioneer,”
said Scott Layne, IISD’s Assistant
Superintendent of Support Services.
“It is west of Beltline, between 183

Irving ISD plans new middle
school with net zero concept

 and Pioneer, right behind Lowe’s.
We plan on starting construction in
March or April of this year, and the
school will open in the fall of 2011.

“This building is going to be re-
ally unique in that it will be differ-
ent from your typical middle school.
It will be a net zero building. What-
ever power we bring in from the
electric grid through the course of a
year, we will produce enough power
on the site to sell back. The power
we bring in from the system and the
power we sell back to the system
offset each other so we are at a net
zero usage.

“It is not necessarily a net zero

cost, because we buy power at a re-
tail cost, but we can only sell it at a
wholesale cost. We may buy electric-
ity at $0.10 a kilowatt hour, but sell
it back at $0.07 a kilowatt hour. So
even though our consumption may
be net zero, the cost could still be a
little bit more to the district. But then
again, maybe we will exceed net
zero, and sell back more than we use
during the course of a year.

“Net zero is a pretty new con-
cept. This will be the first school in
the state of Texas that is net zero. It
will be the first middle school in the

The City Council will meet on
Jan. 13-14 to discuss the following
topics along with a variety of other
subjects. The upcoming Council

Work Session is scheduled for Jan.
13 starting at 11am, and the City
Council meeting on Jan. 14 will start
at 7pm. These topics can be changed,
amended or removed from discus-
sion between the time of printing and
the actual meetings. Please go to
www.cityofirving.org for a complete
list of items to be discussed.

— Resident input on increases in
water/sewage fees.
Residents will have an opportunity
to provide input on the city’s future
water and wastewater plans, as well
as the increase in water/sewage fees
during the City Council meeting.

— Approving a General Records
Control Schedule.

The General Records Control
Schedule will streamline the man-
agement of records by reducing the
records required to go through the
approval process and by shorting the
approval process. Records identified
on the schedule with two years or
less retention will no longer be re-
quired to go through the Council
approval process prior to destruction
with few exceptions.
The General Records Control
Schedule will also be submitted to
the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission for approval prior to
implementation.

—Resolution authorizing a law-
suit against National Reimburse-

Upcoming City CouncilUpcoming City CouncilUpcoming City CouncilUpcoming City CouncilUpcoming City Council
meeting discussion plansmeeting discussion plansmeeting discussion plansmeeting discussion plansmeeting discussion plans

Local Scouts meet a beauty

See SCHOOL, Page 8

See PROPOSED, Page 11

See CITY, Page 4
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LASER TEETH WHITENING
at the SMILE SPA

ZOOM WHITENING: In office
procedure.

$195

LASER WHITENING: We use a state
of the art procedure that is guaranteed to
lighten your smile 6 - 13 shades. Includes cus-
tom trays, home bleach and maintenance prod-
ucts. $545

HOME BLEACHING: Includes
custom trays with 3 syringes of bleaching gel.

$130
- Dentures In-house-Lab
- Snoring, grinding, and sports appliances
- Digital X-rays
- Porcelain crowns, bridges, veneers
- Orthodontics-Metal free & invasalign
- Laser & Zoom Whitening

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

THE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPA
The Smile Spa

FREE Sonicare Toothbrush
w/completion of

$3000 in treatment
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
New Patient Hygiene

Special $225
Call for details
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Laser Whitening

$545
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Zoom Whitening

$195
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Save $100 on

Orthodontic Records
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
$10 off

Custom Sports Guard
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
$20 off

Dental Treatments
over $300

972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
FREE

Cosmetic Consultation
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
David D. Nix, D.D.S., P.A.
3000 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Irving, TX 75062
972-659-1050 or 972-256-5500

www.drnix.com

Most PPO Dental Plans Accepted * No Interest Financing Available

IRVING LOTS
FOR SALE

Oversized lots in quiet neighborhood.
All incredible views of ranch & pond.

Bring your builder or build to suit.
972-421-1900 or 972-841-9494

FOR
SALE

POLICE & FIRE
The defendant kicked in the front
door in the 9800 block of N.
MacArthur and found his ex-girl-
friend inside the apartment with the
complainant. The defendant
pointed a handgun at both the com-
plainant and his ex-girlfriend. The
defendant forcibly took his ex-girl-
friend from the apartment at gun
point. CID Domestic Violence In-
vestigators responded as well as a
Crime Scene Investigator. After
several hours of searching in
Carrollton and Dallas, the defen-
dant and the ex-girlfriend were
found at a motel in Dallas just
north of Irving’s North City limit.
The ex-girlfriend was found un-
harmed and denied having been
taken against her will. The defen-
dant was arrested for burglary
habitation and criminal mischief.

Pursuit / Stolen Vehicle: 12-30-
09 at 10:23 a.m.  Officers near S.
Beltline and Rustic ran the license
plate on a Toyota Camry that
showed to be an Irving Stolen. A
chase ensued into Dallas where
officers lost sight of the stolen ve-
hicle and the chase was terminated.
Approximately an hour later Dal-
las Police Department recovered
the vehicle, which was unoccu-
pied.

Shooting / Aggravated Assault:
01-02-10 at 2:30 a.m.  Officers re-
sponded to Baylor reference a
shooting that occurred at the El
Tren Latina NightClub. Prelimi-
nary investigation revealed that an
argument occurred in the parking
lot at approximately 2:30 a.m. as
the Club was closing. The victim
was shot in the abdomen by the
suspect who had left the scene. The
victim was taken to PMH by heli-
copter in stable condition; CID was
notified for follow up. 

Assist Outside Agency (Assist
Officer): 01-03-10 at 7:40 p.m. 
Dispatch was notified of an acci-
dent at Loop 12 and Shady Grove
that involved a DSO officer, and

he had a suspect at gunpoint. Units
responded to find that DSO had
attempted a traffic stop of a vehicle
that resulted in suspect vehicle col-
liding with another citizen’s ve-
hicle. The three occupants of the
suspect vehicle fled the scene and
were not located. DSO worked the
accident.

Fire: 01-04-10 at 2:34 p.m.  Of-
ficers responded to Chivas West
Apartment Complex with Irving
Fire Department on a structure fire.
The complex manager reported
smoke inside several apartments,
and the residents were evacuated.
The fire was in the ceiling and
walls of the apartment building and
extinguished by Irving Fire De-
partment. The Fire Marshall re-
sponded to the location at the re-
quest of IFD to investigate the
cause of the fire. It was determined
that the fire was caused by the
buildings’ heating unit. A total of
eight units were displaced due to
smoke and water damage. The
complex manager made arrange-
ments for them to stay in vacant
apartments and nearby hotels un-
til the fire department gives them
access back into their residences.

Robbery: 01-04-10 at 9:25 p.m.
The complainant stated that he was
delivering three pizzas to the 3100
block of W. Walnut Hill Lane when
he was approached by two male
suspects who stated that they or-
dered the pizzas. A third male sus-
pect came up behind the complain-
ant and struck him in the face. The
complainant was struck several
times. The suspects took the three
pizzas and $20 from the complain-
ant. Irving Fire Dept. was not
needed. The suspects were not lo-
cated.

Fire: 01-05-10 at 8:32 a.m.  A citi-
zen called in and reported seeing
smoke coming out of the windows
of the residence at 1502
Brentwood Dr. Officers arrived on
scene and found the residence fully

Aggravated Robbery: 12-18-09
at 4:16 p.m.  An unknown suspect
entered Britain Way Food Mart and
demanded money. The suspect
then struck the complainant in the
head with a metal pipe causing a
serious injury. The suspect left with
undetermined property. It is pos-
sible that a second unknown sus-
pect was outside the business as a
lookout.

Sudden Death: 12-25-09 at 7:24
a.m.  The reporting party called
IPD and reported that his room-
mate was unconscious in the court-

yard of their apartment in the 4600
block of Pioneer Dr. Irving Police
and Irving Fire Department re-
sponded and found the complain-
ant deceased in the courtyard. In-
vestigators and Crime Scene re-
sponded.

Fire: 12-26-09 at 6:49 p.m.  Two
unoccupied apartment buildings of
the old Kings Manor caught fire
for an unknown reason. The apart-
ment complex is empty and sur-
rounded by fencing. Irving Fire
Department was conducting an ar-
son investigation and there are no
details at this time.

Burglary of Building: 12-28-09
at 12:40 a.m.  The reporting party
lives on the third floor of the
church in the 3600 block of Esters.
When he returned to the location,
he observed a church safe on the
ground outside of the door, and a
window open and broken. When
he entered, he heard loud banging.
He had two friends upstairs, so he
ran upstairs and they locked them-

selves in the bathroom and called
Irving Police Department. Officers
set up a perimeter, went inside and
removed the three occupants. K-9
was called out. The suspects were
not located.

Robbery: 12-28-09 at 1:35 a.m.
The complainant, a Chevron Gas
Station clerk, was in the process
of ringing up some merchandise
for the two male suspects when one
of them jumped over the counter
and took money out of the open
register. The second suspect then
jumped over the counter. The com-
plainant backed up, and one of the
suspects took his personal cell
phone from the desk. The clerk
was holding a $10 bill as the sus-
pects ran by him. One suspect took
the $10 bill, and then punched the
complainant in the face. The sus-
pects were not located.

Burglary of Habitation / Arrest:
12-28-09 at 9:30 p.m.  The com-
plainant stated that the defendant
is the brother of his ex-girlfriend.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

PARK GROVE SQUARE
2957 PARK SQUARE DRIVE

IRVING, TX 75060
972-790-9704

$149.00* MOVE IN

One, Two, & Three Bedroom Apartment Homes
Spacious floorplans, ceiling fans, ample parking, great location,

Easy access to Lone Star Park, Cowboys Stadium, Six Flags,
Ranger Stadium, Hurricane Harbor, Grand Prairie AirHogs, &

Nokia Theatre. Great shopping, restaurants, & City parks.

*ADDITIONAL FEES MAY APPLY*                 (limited availability)

*All approved leases from
November 15th thru December 28th will be
eligible for a chance to win 2 TICKETS
to see the DALLAS COWBOYS face off

against the Philadelphia Eagles and a FREE
PARKING PASS!

*Come view an apartment and lease the
same day to receive an extra chance to see

“THE BOYS”

Comments:
01-04: At 2:34 p.m. units were called to 1701 N Britain Rd Bldg 1 for a
smoke investigation. The call was upgraded to a structure fire by first
arriving company. At 3:22 p.m. it was upgraded to a 2nd alarm and at 3:40
p.m. was checked under control. 11 companies, plus 5 chief officers and
an investigator responded. There were no injuries reported. The cause is
under investigation.

Ambulances went into overload once.

Irving Fire Department responded to 251 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    54  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      4  Structure Fires
      2  Special Operations
      4  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
 19 Major Accidents
 68 Major Medical
 18 Heart Attacks
 33 Difficulty Breathing
 34 Trauma Related
 15 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Dec. 31-Jan. 5, 2010

Comments:

engulfed and were unable to enter
due to the smoke. Irving Fire De-
partment arrived and extinguished
the fire. The Fire Department also
entered next door due to the loca-
tion being a duplex which resulted
in smoke and water damage to that
residence as well. Both residences
were unoccupied at the time of the
fire.

Robbery: 01-05-10 at 5:45 p.m.
The complainant is the manger
Walgreens in the 3400 block of N.
Beltline Road. The complainant
witnessed the suspect take items
from the store and try to leave
without paying. As the complain-
ant tried to stop the suspect, the
suspect pushed him against the
door assaulting the complainant.
The responding officers saw the
suspect running from the scene and
apprehended him. The property
was recovered.

Robbery: 01-05-10 at 7:45 p.m.
The complainant was walking in
the parking lot of the Garden Park
Apartments when she was ap-

proached from behind by two male
suspects. They pulled at her purse,
which was on her shoulder, knock-
ing her to the ground. The com-
plainant was dragged a short dis-
tance before letting go of the purse.
The complainant received minor
injuries. The suspects were not lo-
cated.

Update: After several hours of
follow-up investigation by Patrol
officers, two suspects were identi-
fied and they were arrested on un-
related warrants. Officers found
the complainant’s property in the
suspect’s room. Both defendants
were charged with Robbery.

POLICE & FIRE

 January 11
Republican Women’s Club  -
Club meeting includes a speaker
with current political insight and
information at la Madeleine Res-
taurant, 6430 N. MacArthur Blvd
@ Royal Lane, Irving, 6:00 p.m.
for dinner & discourse, 7:00 p.m.
for meeting.

January 13
Citizenship Preparation Class -
Are you at least 18 years old and
have been issued a Permanent
Resident Card and desire to be-
come a Naturalized U.S. citizen?
If so, each Wednesday night start-
ing from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at Irv-
ing Bible Church, 2435 Kinwest
Parkway, Irving, for a free U.S.

Citizenship preparation class. The
class with run approximately
twelve weeks. Class book and
material are provided at no charge.
Students are responsible for the
fees associated for N-400 applica-
tion process, payable to the U.S.
Naturalization Services. Students
may attend the class without hav-
ing to submit for the N-400.

Provided by Loren Rutledge
Irving Flood Control District

Section III (IFCD 3), the publicly
funded entity responsible for pro-
viding flood control facilities and
operations in the Valley Ranch
community, will finish the 2009
calendar year with operational
costs below budget and five key
projects completed.

The most significant assign-
ment completed was a series of im-
provements to the Ledbetter sump

area at the northeast intersection of
MacArthur and Avenue of Cham-
pions. The District reconstructed
slopes, installed four large storm
drains and put in place shoreline
protection. The improvements sig-
nificantly reduced erosion and
damage to the Ledbetter sump
while enhancing the aesthetics of
the area. 

In 2009, the District com-
pleted a number of additional ma-
jor projects, including:

Commissioned functional im-
provements and upgrades to the
District’s supervisory control and
data acquisition, or SCADA, sys-
tem at the pump station, which in-
cluded running tests and simula-
tions before installing the full sys-
tem on July 24, 2009 for functional
flood control use

Added a driveway and gate to
the pump station and made im-
provements to the area, including
landscaping and painting

Installed wrought iron secu-
rity fencing and brick columns to
protect the pump station facility
and floodgates and to facilitate pe-
destrian access from Valley Ranch
alongside the pump station facil-
ity to the City’s Sam Houston Trail
Park

Researched a backup power
provision plan for the storm water
pump station and evaluated the
existing electrical system.

“The amount of projects the
District completed all on, if not un-
der, budget is a true testimony to
the board’s commitment to provid-
ing effective and efficient service,”

said Kim Andres, IFCD 3 presi-
dent. “Our focus in 2010, and be-
yond will be to continue provid-
ing safeguards for residents and
businesses and helping to preserve
the economic value of their prop-
erty by maintaining the water
drainage facilities throughout the
community.”

Looking ahead to the next
year, the District will focus on
completing a number of additional
major projects, such as:

Working with the Valley
Ranch Association to construct and
maintain perimeter fencing extend-
ing along the inside perimeter of
the levee from The Lakes subdivi-
sion north and west to connect with
MacArthur Blvd.

Commissioning engineering
and construction to address an area
of wall failure along Canoe Canal.

With both of these major
projects and routine maintenance
improvements underway, 2010
will be filled with continued ad-
vancement to maintain the water-
ways and water management fa-
cilities in Valley Ranch. The Dis-
trict will continue to operate effi-
ciently and effectively with a com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility. To
keep residents informed of the
District’s progress and more im-
portantly, provide a two-way com-
munications tool, the District is
now on facebook and
Twitter. Residents can visit the
Web site, www.ifcd3.org to con-
nect with the District and sign up
for e-mail news and information.

Irving Flood Control District completes
five major projects in 2009

One of the greatest works in
American literature by one of the
greatest authors takes center stage
at ICT when John Steinbeck’s Of
Mice and Men plays Jan. 15 - 30
at the Dupree Theater in Irving. 

The timeless story of two
friends traveling to find work dur-
ing the Great Depression, hoping
to buy a stake in the American
Dream, has entertained audiences
worldwide as a novel, play, and
motion picture. Steinbeck was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture for a body of work that in-

cluded Of Mice and Men, as well
as such time-honored classics as
The Grapes of Wrath and East of
Eden. Steinbeck’s portrayals of the
bonds of friendship and family
during the sometimes tragic
struggles to survive great eco-
nomic hardships has earned him a
place in the pantheon of distin-
guished American writers. 

ICT MainStage pays homage
to Steinbeck’s masterpiece by as-
sembling a roster of stellar stage
talent for Of Mice and Men. Jason
Leyva takes the part of George

Milton, who guides and protects
his mentally challenged friend
Lennie Small, played by Dustin
Sautter. The two share a dream of
settling down and buying land of
their own someday with their earn-
ings as itinerant workers in the
farms and ranches of California. 

Place your
Advertising here

214-675-6493

ICT MainStage brings an American classic center stage
Charles Ballinger brings his

award-winning directorial skills to
the ICT MainStage production.
Scenic designer Ellen Mizener
adds ICT to her impressive theater
credits with this show. 

For ticket information and res-
ervations, contact 972-252-2787

or on-line at
www.irvingtheatre.org.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING
CHANGES CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING

COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving,
Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: January 18, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Council: February 4, 2010, 7 p.m.
These public hearings are held to consider the applications as
amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City of
Irving, Texas and the Official Zoning Map for the following described
properties:

ZONING CASE ZC09-0066: Approximately 1.7 acres at 912 E.
Irving Blvd.
The request is to rezone the property from C-C (Community
Commercial) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for Grocery Store.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE
ZC09-0071: Approximately 0.936 acres at 508 and 510 Rogers
Road
The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan from Retail to Low
Density Residential and rezone the property from C-C (Community
Commercial) district uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6
(Single Family) district uses.

ZONING CASE ZC09-0072: Approximately 0.218 acres at 1206
E. Shady Grove Road
The request is to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) district
uses to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for automobile repair uses.

ZONING CASE ZC09-0075: Approximately 210.5 acres located
east of Luper Road and south of Hunter Ferrell Road
The request is to rezone the property from A-G (Agricultural) District
to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for Landfill and related uses.

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving,
Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: January 18, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Council: February 18, 2010, 7 p.m.

These public hearings are held to consider the applications as
amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the City of
Irving, Texas and the Official Zoning Map for the following described
properties:

ZONING CASE ZC09-0055: Approximately 4.98 acres at the
following addresses: 206, 210, 214, 216, 218, 318, 324, 326, 328,
330, 334, and 338 S. Delaware Street; 207, 211, 301, 305, 311,
315, 319, 323 and 329 S. Britain Street; 318 and 320 E. Second
Street
The request is to rezone the property from Downtown Development
District – Transition Subdistrict (DDD-Transition) and Downtown
Development District – Single Family Subdistrict (DDD-Single Family)
to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for Townhouse, Retail and mixed
uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings
and express their opinions on the zoning change requests.  Written
response for the record may also be submitted to: City of Irving –
Planning and Inspections Dept., PO Box 152288, Irving, TX 75015-
2288.

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning and
Inspections Department at 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, TX during
normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact
the Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number
when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commit-
ment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not cre-
ate an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for
any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappro-
priate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will
only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

Contact pamb@irvingrambler.com
or call 214-675-9445

to purchase classified ads

ADVERTISING POLICIES

The Dallas County Utility and
Reclamation District in Irving,
TX seeks a CPA. Duties
include supervision of all
accounting procedures and
staff and complex accounting
research and analysis.
Masters Degree in
Accounting plus 18 months
experience required.
Experience must be in public
accountancy with an
emphasis in governmental
accounting.  Experience must
include single audits. CPA
must be registered with the
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and the
Texas State Board of Public
Accountancy.  Send résumés
to Mr. Kenneth R. Heffley,
CFO, DCURD, P.O. Box
140035, Irving, TX 75014-
0035.

Rambler Weekly Crossword

Weekly SUDOKU

Word Seek & Find

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People per-

son, detail oriented, respon-
sible, courteous, articulate,

computer literate, MS Office,
email and internet savvy

opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to
214-675-6493 to discuss

your opportinities

MEMORIES FLORIST
Floral Designer/Sales, 2 Yrs.
Experience; Non-smoking
benefits  Irving area. Appt.
only 972-254-2603

HELP
WANTED

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,
wbfp,appl,fenced

972-253-0973

HOUSE & COTTAGE
House is 2/1, 2-sink vanity,

w/d conn., HVAC & gas, lots
of closets/storage, wood

floors, covered breezeway
between house and 2-car

garage. Cottage is 1/1,
kitchen, all electric, separate

bedroom and bath, wood
floors. Great for home office

or Mom! Water and lawn
care included in rent! CALL

972.841.0318.

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house & 1/1 cottage-

great for home office! Three
stall barn & three large cor-
rals. Water and lawn care
incl. CALL 972.841.0318

Bell Sports, Inc. is seeking a
Business Analyst, Senior
Technical Analyst, and a

Business Process Analyst in
the Irving, TX area. Send

resume to Bell Sports, Inc.
Attn: Human Resources
6225 N. State Highway

161, Suite 300 Irving, TX
75038. EOE

1 Real Bengal Tiger Skin
Rug from head to tail

For Sale $7,000. Must be
able to prove a Texas resi-
dence. Also 2 Texan 1956

Dodges for sale. Call if inter-
ested 432-296-1788 or

323-325-2415
dbritton432@aol.com

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other

series 972-438-4522

ITEMS
FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE

Buy your Display Advertising
at 214-675-6493

NOTICE OF MEETING
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2010, 1:00 P. M.

1st Floor COUNCIL CHAMBER
825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

Work Session – 12:00 pm – Council Conference Room
1     Legal Advice By The Commission’s Legal Counsel
2     Review Of Staff Procedures
3     Review Of Regular Agenda
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Villas of Irving, LTD dba The Villas Apartments vs. City of Irving
Building and Standards Commission
Pacific Manor, Inc. vs. City of Irving Building and Standards
Commission (Kings Manor Complex)
Pacific Manor, Inc. vs. City of Irving  and Gary Miller (Kings Manor
Complex)
Shin Ho “ Sam” Kim dba Texas Lunch Box vs. City of Irving and
City of Irving Building and Standards Commission (1923 Senter)
SPT Apartments, LLC vs. City of Irving; City of Irving Building and
Standards Commission
Voluntary  Compliance
1803 Winthrop St. 2637 Cartwright St.
3036 McCarthy 1613 Shadow Lane
516 E. 6th St. 600 Lamar Ct.
1320 E. 6th St. 2303 Cartwright St.
Consent  Agenda
1 Approval of December 17, 2009 Minutes
Closed for Compliance
2 2501 S. Story Rd. - Maria Hernandez , Owner
3 1616 W. Irving Blvd. – JJEMA,LLC, Owner
INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION
4 1026 E. Shady Grove Rd. – Donovan F. and Mildred Bernice

Keehn Owners
5 1300 Brushwood Dr. – Michael & Celia Majors, Owners
6 1825 English St. – Buenrostro Florencio & Maria Florencio

& Eliseo Flores, Owners
7 1602 Addington St. – Secretary of Housing and Urban

Development, Owner
8 301 Roberts Ave  – Robert Brotherton, Owner
9 221 Larry Dr. – David Lamar Wasserman, Owner
10 315 Countryside Dr. – Finley Palm L Life/Linda Finley, Owner
11 1619 Lindy Lane – Beatrice Flores, Owner
12 308 Lucille – Leo &Marie Guerrero, Owners
13 3315, 3317, 3319, 3321, 3323, 3325, 3329 and 3331 Willow

Creek dba Tanner Place Apts. – Gillean Properties LTD,
Owner

14 1813 a.k.a. 1815 S. Story Rd. – Anthony Michele Slayden ,
Owner

15 2701, 2703, 2705, 2707, 2709, 2711, 2713, 2715, 2717,
2719, 2721, 2723, 2725, 2727, 2729, 2731 W. Pioneer Dr,
and 2626, 2628, 2630, 2632, 2634, 2636, 2638, 2640, 2642,
2644, 2646, 2648, 2650, 2652, 2654, 2656 W. Grauwyler
dba Garden Plaza Apts. -  HS Garden Plaza LLC, Owner

16 1502 W. 4th St. – Roberta A. Cooper
17 1310 Brady Dr. – Capital Accumulation & Preservation, Inc.,

Owner
18 1932 E. 6th St. – Ernesto and Elena Ortiz, Owners
19 4004 Acapulco Ct. – Ernie Slaughter, Owner
20 4033 W. Airport Frwy. – Bromont Pavilion Midstar Master, LP,

Owner
21 Adjournment

This facility is wheelchair accessible and handicap-parking spaces
are available.  Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 or (TDD) 1800RELAY TX
(1-800-735-2989) for assistance.

LEGAL NOTICE

HELP
WANTED

HOUSE
FOR LEASE

HOUSE
FOR RENT

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ADVERTISING POLICIES

Eleven Dallas educators received
a surprise Christmas gift this year, cour-
tesy of The Catholic Foundation.  The
Foundation honored the selected fac-
ulty and staff of local Catholic schools
with a Work of Heart Award and $500
grant for personal use.

Recipients of the Work of Heart
Awards were selected from nomina-
tions written by students, teachers, par-
ents, administrators and community
members. The criteria is based on tra-
ditional merit including tenure and
leadership, acts of kindness or charity,
Christian example, mentoring and sim-
ply going the extra mile for an indi-
vidual student, family or the commu-
nity.

Zelma McCarty, a fourth grade
teacher at The Highlands School in Irv-
ing, and Michael Kistner, math teacher
and coach, at Bishop Dunne Catholic
School were among the teachers rec-
ognized.

“During this season of celebration,

The Catholic Foundation is honored to
recognize 11 angels in our own com-
munity who serve our children with
such commitment and compassion,”
said Edwin M. Schaffler, president of
The Catholic Foundation.  “The nomi-
nation letters written on behalf of the
Work of Heart Award recipients illus-
trate how important one person can be
in a school community, and we are
thankful for the award winners’ service
and example.”

The Work of Heart Award program
was established in 2005 by an anony-
mous Dallas family through The Catho-
lic Foundation to honor educators and
staff of Catholic lower, middle and high
schools located in the Dallas area. The
program is now supported by grants
awarded from The Catholic Foundation
Board of Trustees to the Work of Heart
Award Fund at The Catholic Founda-
tion. Individuals also can make per-
sonal contributions to the Work of Heart
Award Fund.

Catholic FCatholic FCatholic FCatholic FCatholic Foundation surprisesoundation surprisesoundation surprisesoundation surprisesoundation surprises
11 educators with a11 educators with a11 educators with a11 educators with a11 educators with awardswardswardswardswards
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Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch

1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Israel Club
Hwy 183 & McArthur

Inside Baylor Hospital Foodmart
Saturday Mornings 8:45

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays
La CIMA Club

5215 N O Connor Blvd

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accu-
rate information.

Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting loca-
tion and time. If an organization wishes to have more information
than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertis-
ing opportunities.

CLUBS

ment Services, Inc., and Texas
Medical Data Services, Inc.

Litigation is necessary to seek
recovery of city funds estimated to
exceed $300,000.

Texas Medical Data Services,
Inc. [TMDS] had been providing
emergency services billing and col-
lection services to the city since
1994. In the 2003 bid process, Na-
tional Reimbursement Services, Inc.
[NRS] joined TMDS and was
awarded the annual contract, which
was periodically extended.  In 2009,
city requested proposals for emer-
gency services billing and collection
services.  On April 23, 2009, the con-
tract was awarded to Southwest Gen-
eral Services of Dallas, LLC [SGS],
effective June 1. With the selection
of the new vendor, the NRS/TMDS
contract terminated May 31, 2009.

While city staff and SGS have
worked on the transition, NRS/
TMDS has failed to return billing
records and city funds collected dur-
ing the contract term and transition.

—Resolution approving a Discre-
tionary Service Agreement Be-
tween the City of Irving and Oncor
Electric Delivery Company, LLC,
for the Undergrounding of Over-
head Electric Facilities on
MacArthur Boulevard Between
Metker Street and Northgate
Drive.

The undergrounding of electric
facilities on MacArthur Boulevard
between Metker Street and
Northgate Drive will provide for a
more reliable power source in in-
clement weather, and will enhance
visual appearance by eliminating

overhead power lines crossing the
roadway.

This project is the first phase of
the removal of wire crossings along
the MacArthur corridor.

—Resolution authorizing the Sub-
mission of a Transportation En-
hancement Grant for the Con-
struction of the TRE Hike and
Bike Trail

This item leverages the Capital
Improvement Program funds for the
completion of the TRE Hike / Bike
Trail. It also reduces City of Irving
funding requirements for this criti-
cal project.

No Funding is required until the
grant is awarded and design / con-
struction has commenced.

—Resolution — Approving Engi-
neering Services Agreement with
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc., to
Develop, Design, and Implement
Demonstration Projects to Serve
Reuse Water to Twin Wells Golf
Course and Trinity View Park

This agreement provides ser-
vices required to design two water
reuse projects and obtain state per-
mitting so that Irving can begin uti-
lizing recycled Lake Chapman wa-
ter obtained through an agreement
with the Trinity River Authority.

The two projects include pipe-
lines and a small pump station to
transfer reuse water to the Twin
Wells Golf Course and to the Trin-
ity View Park where it will be used
for irrigation.

The agreement also includes
assistance in obtaining a Chapter 210
authorization from the TCEQ to be-
gin selling reuse water and assistance

in developing reuse water policies
and procedures.

—Resolution approving the Single
Source Purchase from Physio-
Control, Inc., for LifePak 15
Defibrillator Units

The purchase of these monitors/
defibrillator units with enhanced fea-
tures will enable paramedics to pro-
vide the highest quality patient care.
This purchase upgrades the quality
of front line monitors/defibrillators
with the LifePak 15 model which is
now waterproof and includes fea-
tures such as better durability, en-
hanced display for viewing in sun-
light and the ability to continuously
monitor carbon monoxide levels in
patients.

—Resolution approving and ac-
cepting the Best Value Bid of Irv-
ing Red Wing Shoe Store, Inc., for
Work Boots for Field Employees

Field employees will have qual-
ity, standardized work boots that will
increase both productivity and
safety. This award establishes an
annual contract for providing work
boots for field employees.

—Ordinance amending Section
21-88 of Chapter 21 of the Code
of Civil and Criminal Ordinances
of the City of Irving, Texas, to Re-
peal Expired Construction Speed
Zones and to Provide Speed Regu-
lations for State Highway 114;
Providing a Penalty; and Provid-
ing a Severability Clause.

The approval of appropriate
speed limits in construction zones
enhances the safety of the motoring
public, and allows effective enforce-
ment. The existing ordinance con-
tains different speed limits than is
required during the construction pe-
riod. This ordinance clarifies the
regulation, removes any potential
conflicts, and establishes safe, effec-
tive regulation of speed in the con-
struction zone and in the completed
facility.

—Ordinance — First Reading  -
Amending Chapter 52 Entitled
“Water and Sewer Rates” Of the
Code of Civil and Criminal Ordi-
nances Of the City Of Irving,
Texas, Providing For New
Monthly Water and Sewer Rates;
Providing For A New Maximum
Monthly Service Charge; Provid-
ing An Effective Date; And Pro-
viding A Severability Clause

The projected revenue collec-
tion under proposed rates will pro-
vide enough to fund projected rev-

enue requirements, including oper-
ating expenses and debt service pay-
ments.

A cost of service study is pre-
pared annually to ensure that fund-
ing is available to meet the cash flow
needs of the Water and Sewer Sys-
tem Fund and associated funds and
produce the required bond coverage
factor to allow for the issuance of
additional bonds and maintain cur-
rent bond ratings.  As a result of el-
evated rainfall thus far this fiscal
year, projections indicate that we
will not have sufficient cash balances
at the end of the fiscal year to meet
cash requirements. Projections fur-
ther indicate that operating revenue
will be below budget resulting in our
not meeting average and maximum
debt coverage goals of 1.75% and
1.50% respectively.  In order to miti-
gate this situation and meet commit-
ments made to rating agencies, staff
recommends a 5% adjustment to
both water and sewer rates.  With-
out such adjustments, the general

Continued from page 1

City  Council  to  discuss  purchase  of  defibrillator  unitsCity  Council  to  discuss  purchase  of  defibrillator  unitsCity  Council  to  discuss  purchase  of  defibrillator  unitsCity  Council  to  discuss  purchase  of  defibrillator  unitsCity  Council  to  discuss  purchase  of  defibrillator  units
fund will again be forced to support
the water and sewer system fund at
a time when this is not feasible.

—Ordinance — First Reading -
Amending Section 34A-180 Of
Chapter 34A Entitled “Right-Of-
Way Management” Of The Code
Of Civil And Criminal Ordinances
Of The City Of Irving, Texas, Pro-
viding For Franchise Fees On Wa-
ter, Sanitary Sewer, And Refuse
Pickup Service; Providing An Ef-
fective Date; And Providing A
Severabilty Clause.

A 2% increase in the franchise
fee will be below or equal to com-
parable franchise fees charged by
benchmark cities.  The additional
revenue is necessary to fund needed
infrastructure replacements. Addi-
tional revenue generated by this or-
dinance will be dedicated to the re-
pair and replacement of neighbor-
hood streets, sidewalks, and drain-
age disrupted by the repair and re-
placement of water and sewer lines.

Matthew Solis, a senior band
member at Ranchview High School,
advanced to the final competition for
The United States Marine Band Con-
certo Competition. 

Solis will perform in the final
round of the competition on Feb. 20
in the John Philip Sousa Band Hall
at the Marine Barracks Annex in
southeast Washington, D.C. The per-
formance is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Matthew is one of seven final-
ists for this National Contest.

Founded in 1798 by an Act of

 Congress, “The President’s Own”
United States Marine Band is
America’s oldest continuously active
professional musical organization.
Today, “The President’s Own” is
celebrated for its role at the White
House and its dynamic public per-
formances. “The President’s Own”
encompasses the United States Ma-
rine Band, Marine Chamber Orches-
tra, and Marine Chamber Ensembles,
and performs regularly at the White
House and for more than 500 public
performances across the nation each
year.

Student named finalist for
“The President’s Own”
United States Marine Band
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You can bet your “Bottom Dollar”
we have low prices!!!

We are open 7 days a week!!
We accept CASH ONLY!

Located at:
751 N BRITAIN RD
IRVING, TX  75061
972 - 523 - 0568

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

If you are looking for it we most likely have it or just ask!!!

Dr. Thomas Ray Vielma, OD
Therapeutic Optometrist

10% off
With coupon

972.258.2222
2412 Irving Mall
Irving, TX 75062

-  FULL-SERVICE OPTICAL
     (GUCCI - D&G - VERSACE)
-  SPECTACLE/CONTACT EXAMS

-  TREATMENT OF EYE DESESEASES

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at
the DFW Humane
Society would like to
bring a lifetime of
love and happiness
into your home!!

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

KRAFT Macaroni & Cheese
CHEDDAR EXPLOSION is
searching for one dynamite kid to
be the Grand Marshal of the most
explosive event of 2010, the ex-
plosion of Texas Stadium. One
lucky kid who has made a posi-

tive, explosive difference in their
community will win the chance to
push the button that detonates
Texas Stadium. This event sup-
ports the launch of CHEDDAR
EXPLOSION, the newest
KRAFT Macaroni & Cheese that

will hit shelves in early 2010.
Project cheddar explosion

contest details:
To enter the contest, dynamite

kids (ages 9-12) need to tell us a
story about a positive, explosive
impact they have made to better

KRAFT searches for dynamite kid to push detonation button
their community by sending in a
300 words or less essay and a pic-
ture illustrating their story.

The contest entry period is
from Jan. 7 until Feb. 5, when all
entries must be received.

To honor the importance of
giving back to your community,
KRAFT Macaroni & Cheese will
be making a charitable financial
donation and a food donation to
local charities in Irving.

”We’re thrilled to reward one
lucky kid who positively impacted
their community with the oppor-
tunity to detonate Texas Stadium
in Irving,” said Eileen Rosenfeld,

Senior Brand Manager, KRAFT
Macaroni & Cheese. “The Texas
Stadium explosion is a great way
to launch our new product,
CHEDDAR EXPLOSION, with
one of the biggest bangs in 2010.”

“The implosion of Texas Sta-
dium starts a new chapter for Irv-
ing,” said Irving Mayor Herbert
A. Gears. ”We are excited to part-
ner with such a major national
player in launching that new story
and believe Kraft Foods’ promo-
tional efforts will really set the
stage for the excitement we see.”

For more information about
the contest, visit
www.projectcheddarexplosion.com.

plays once again showcasing the
Hackberry Creek community.

The elf subcommittee had a
challenging task to select the fi-
nalists in each of the three catego-
ries. On Dec. 15 the ladies of the
Women’s Club of Hackberry
Creek caravanned around the

neighborhood to view homes, and
vote for the winning displays.

The homes chosen as winners
belong to the Chhabra family for
the Best Traditional display,  Skin-
ner family for Best Whimsical dis-
play and Klipsch family for Best
Over the Rooftop display.

The Humane Society of the
United States and Irving Animal
Services urges pet owners to take
precautions to safeguard pets
against cold temperatures this
winter.

Wind chill can threaten a pet’s
life. Outdoor dogs must be pro-
tected by a dry, draft-free dog-
house that is large enough to al-
low the dog to sit and lie down
comfortably, but small enough to
hold in his/her body heat. The
floor should be raised a few inches
off the ground and covered with
cedar shavings or straw. The
house should be turned to face
away from the wind, and the door-
way should be covered with a flap
of heavy, waterproof fabric or
heavy plastic.

Outdoor pets need more food
in the winter. Keeping warm de-
pletes energy. Routinely check
your pet’s water dish to make cer-
tain the water is fresh and not fro-
zen. Use plastic food and water
bowls rather than metal; when the
temperature is low, your pet’s

Provided by Diane Mathis
The heartbeat of Irving is its

volunteers that so generously give
back to the city and people in so
many ways throughout the year.
But, no time is more evident in
fulfilling the needs of the needy
than at Christmas.

The Irving Senior Arts Pro-
gram (ISAP) reached out to three
families this year by holding a si-
lent auction at their 14th Annual
Christmas Party on Dec. 14 held
at the Omni Mandalay Hotel for
230 seniors. Three Irving families
and the Salvation Army were the

WWWWWomens’omens’omens’omens’omens’ Club announces 3 Club announces 3 Club announces 3 Club announces 3 Club announces 3rdrdrdrdrd annual Lights annual Lights annual Lights annual Lights annual Lights
of Hackberrof Hackberrof Hackberrof Hackberrof Hackberry Creek contest winnersy Creek contest winnersy Creek contest winnersy Creek contest winnersy Creek contest winners
By Debbie McCoy

The skies sparkled with thou-
sands and thousands of lights all
across the neighborhood as the
Lights of Hackberry Creek com-
petition grows bigger, better and
brighter each year. There were
many exceptional holiday dis-

tongue can stick and freeze to
metal.

Warm car engines are danger-
ous for cats and small wildlife.
Parked cars attract small animals
that may crawl up under the hood
looking for warmth. To avoid in-
juring any hidden animals, bang
on your car’s hood to scare them
away before starting your engine.

De-icing chemicals are haz-
ardous. The salt and other chemi-
cals used to melt snow and ice can
irritate the pads of your pet’s feet.
Wipe their feet with a damp towel
after coming in from outdoors
even if you don’t see salt on walk-

ways.
Antifreeze is a deadly poison.

However, it has a sweet taste that
attracts animals and children.
Wipe up spills and store antifreeze
out of reach. Better yet, use anti-
freeze-coolant made with propy-
lene glycol; if swallowed in small
amounts, it will not hurt pets,
wildlife or people.

Tethering is unlawful in Irv-
ing. This winter, pet owners are
reminded that keeping unattended
dogs chained or tied to stakes or
other stationary objects is prohib-
ited. Call Animal Services at 972-
721-2256 for more information.

Winter pet care tips

The Women’s Club of Hackberry Creek recognized the Skinner family for having the Best Whimsi-
cal display.

recipients of almost $2,500 from
the silent auction.

Kitty Baker, Founder/Direc-
tor of the Program, Margarete
Melton, staff member, and Troy
Rice as Santa visited the families
before Christmas. Santa presented
them with Wal-Mart shopping
cards.

The ISAP has a current mem-
bership of almost 500 Seniors who
enjoy live theater and sports out-
ings including concerts, plays,
ballet, and the Mavericks.

For more information on the
ISAP, call Kitty Baker at 972-254-
9389.

ArArArArArts prots prots prots prots program aids familiesgram aids familiesgram aids familiesgram aids familiesgram aids families

The Ranchview Band students
auditioned for the TMEA Region
Band auditions for the first time in
the history of the school on Dec. 1.

The Ranchview Band members
competed against other 3A schools
as well as 4 A and 5 A schools. Brad
Kirkham, trumpet; Matt Solis, eu-
phonium; and Nick Poulides, tuba;
auditioned for this first phase to-
wards making the All-State Band.
The competition consists of three
more phases to earning a chair in
the Texas All-State Band.

Each of these students earned
second chair in their audition.  

Ranchview band

Bringing holiday joy, Kitty Baker (middle), Troy Rice as Santa
and Margarete Melton (rt) visit Ray and George.
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A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:00pm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Icy weather was no match for
the dedication of the Visiting
Nurse Association’s (VNA) vol-
unteers and staff getting Meals on
Wheels delivered Christmas
morning. Despite sub-freezing
temperatures and patches of snow,
hundreds turned out Dec. 25 at
VNA’s headquarters, the Patrick
and Beatrice Haggerty Center, to
ensure that the meals reached
more than 3,600 homes in Dallas
County.

Gift bags were included with
a special Christmas dinner on the

Twenty three Four Seasons
Resorts and Hotels managers re-
cently made cookie and t-shirt
decorating, jumping in a bounce
house and playing with toy trains
the “learning plan” for children at
Our Children’s House at Baylor in
Irving (OCHBI).

The managers were meeting
for a leadership training retreat at
the Four Seasons Resort and Club
in Las Colinas. They voted before
arriving in Irving for the retreat to
complete a service project and se-
lected OCHBI to be the benefi-
ciary of their plans.

Catherine Ross, RN, a nurse

who manages the childcare pro-
grams at the children’s center
worked with the group to plan the
party.

“In addition to the party, they
asked what would be our major
wish and I told them to have our
playground resurfaced,” Ross
said, “and they generously do-
nated over $5600 toward play-
ground resurfacing.”

The Four Seasons represen-
tatives brought toys for each of the
more than 30 children in OCHBI’s
childcare program, which is tai-
lored for special needs children.
Children at the center have vary-

300 delivery routes to homebound
elderly, sick, and disabled indi-
viduals.

The Christmas spirit was
clearly evident that morning, as
was the gratitude of thousands of
elderly who benefited from such
generosity.

Information about volunteer-
ing to deliver Meals on Wheels
can be obtained by contacting
Betsy Cox, Director of Volunteers
at 214-689-2210 or
coxbe@vnatexas.org.

VNA volunteers and staff braved icy weather to get 3,600 Meals
on Wheels and gift bags delivered Christmas morning.

ing diagnoses, including cerebral
palsy, Down’s syndrome and other
conditions which affect the abil-
ity to grow, thrive, learn and com-
municate.

“When you walked into the
center and saw how excited and
happy the children were, it was
hard not to have tears in your
eyes,” said Anne Morton, who di-
rects services at several of
Baylor’s Our Children’s Houses
throughout North Texas. The Four
Seasons managers donated a
bounce house and a large table
with a wooden train layout and
trains. “The gift that touched me
the most was a beautiful fish tank
that they installed at the floor level
in our infant and toddler childcare
room. It’s perfectly at their eye
level. One toddler was so excited
that he kissed the fish tank every
time he walked by it.”

Angela Enright, public rela-
tions director for the Four Seasons
Resort and Club, helped the visit-
ing managers by suggesting
OCHBI as a possible site for their
service project. Enright is a pre-
vious chairwoman and 12-year
member of the Irving Healthcare
Foundation Board of Directors,
which raises funds for OCHBI and
several other healthcare charities
in Irving.

“Four Seasons employees
make exceeding people’s expec-
tations a daily occurrence, but it
is so gratifying when you can
achieve that outcome for children
and families for whom most days
can be filled with the challenges
of simply living. I love the fact that
OCHBI now has 23 ‘ambassadors’
working in Four Seasons proper-
ties around the world,” Enright
said.

The managers also served
lunch to the OCHBI staff and par-
ents who attended the event.

“It is one of the very best days
in the history of our center. I can-
not thank the Four Seasons com-
pany and its splendid leadership
team enough,” Ross said.

Four Seasons managers make season
bright for special needs children

Icy weather can’t
stop meal deliveries

Elementary students at
Irving’s StoneGate Christian
Academy learned to help those
who are less fortunate during their

Students hold food drive

recent food drive. Students col-
lected nearly 1,500 pounds of food
and raised $170 which was do-
nated to Irving Cares for their an-

nual Holiday Food Drive. Prior to
delivering the food, students en-
joyed making structures utilizing
cans which were collected.

Aviation  Career  ExpoAviation  Career  ExpoAviation  Career  ExpoAviation  Career  ExpoAviation  Career  Expo

More than 40 students from Lamar Middle School were
among the 3,300 area students who attended the Aviation &
Transportation Career Expo at DFW International Airport.
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EARNEST
“ERNIE”  CLAY

Earnest “Ernie” Clay, 76, of Irv-
ing for 42 yrs, died Saturday, Jan.
2, 2010. He was born Sept. 2, 1933
in Dallas. Visitation was at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
on Jan. 4th. Service was 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2010 at Faith
Temple Baptist Church, Irving.
Burial at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

JOHN
EUEL  ALLEN

John Euel
Allen, of Gun
Barrel City, died
on Dec. 30,
2009. He was
born Feb. 21,
1945 in Ama-

rillo, Texas to H. C. and Kitty Gaye
Allen. He was a long time resident

of Irving, owner of Allen Tri-State
Down the Drain Plumbing Com-
pany in Irving for thirty years and
a member of Calvary Temple for
over two decades. The last four
years John had been ministering to
and feeding the homeless in
Blythe, California.  He recently
moved to Gun Barrel City to be
with his family. He was preceded
in death by his beloved mother
Kitty Gaye, his late wife of 25
years Alice Jean Allen, daughter
Darla Fritts and son Kirk Fritts.
Survivors include wife Brenda
Allen and family in Blythe; father
H. C. Allen and wife Celia of Ama-
rillo; daughters Tangie Fowler and
husband Mac of Gun Barrel City,
Linda Gann and husband Donnie
of Irving, Carol Bray of Pawling,
NY; sons Dennis Allen of Colo-
rado and Ronnie Fritts of Irving;
grandchildren MacKenzie Fowler,
Cortney Fowler, Brandon Fritts,
Brittany Van Camp and Joshua Van
Camp; sisters Linda Gay Houston
and husband Robert of Amarillo,
Jo Beth Lowery and husband Lee
of San Angelo; brothers Howard
Ray Allen and wife Debbie of
Amarillo, Howard Eugene Allen
and wife Tonya of Amarillo, and
Greg Allen and wife Meagan of
Amarillo; six great grandchildren,
eight nieces and nephews and nu-
merous friends and family. Funeral
services were held at 11 AM Sat-
urday, January 2, 2010 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel. Interment fol-

lowed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

LOUIS  CURTIS
HOSKINS,  JR.

Louis Curtis
Hoskins, Jr., 86,
went to be with
the Lord De-
cember 31,
2009. He was
born in LaFeria,

Texas on June 24, 1923 to Louis
Curtis and Florence Beulah (Britt)
Hoskins. Mr. Hoskins was a resi-
dent of Irving for fifty years grow-
ing up in Fort Worth as a child.
Retiring in 1985, he worked as a
shoe repairman for Zinkie’s Shoe
Repair in Fort Worth and Dallas for
over 45 years. He had a true pas-
sion for sports and served as a Bat
Boy for the Fort Worth Cats, score-
keeper at the original LaGrave
Field in Fort Worth, umpired with
both the Irving’s Boys Little
League and the Irving Girls Soft-
ball League, just to name a few.  He
was preceded in death by his wife
of 45 years Delphia Allen Hoskins,
daughter Kathryn Mahsetky and
his two sisters Betty and Joyce. Mr.
Hoskins is survived by his sons
Michael Hoskins and wife Delia,
of Arlington and Roy Hoskins and
wife Jolene, of Irving; daughters
Donna Reagan, Mary Oller and
husband Ed, all of Irving, Beverly
Koenig and husband John, of Ar-
lington, Phyllis Primrose and hus-

OBITUARIES

Colonial Baptist Church
1514 West Bardin, Grand Prairie, TX

(972) 254-2188
The Bible Our Textbook, Christ Our

Message, Everyone Welcome,
Seating Limited

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

Baptist

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Presbyterian USA

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

United Methodist

WORSHIP

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75061
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Michael L. Thompson
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

country that is net zero, and it will
be the largest net zero school in the
country. They are building a net zero
elementary school in Kentucky that
will be 75,000 square feet. They are
building a magnet, high school in
California next year, and it will be
115,000 square feet. Middle School
Number Eight is projected to be
150,000 square feet.”

Conservation and reduced en-
ergy usage are a key factor in the
school’s net zero concept.

“There are two different design
strategies we work with to create a
net zero building. The first strategy
is to reduce energy consumption. We
want to make the building as highly
efficient as possible to start with,
because then we don’t have to pro-
duce as much energy to get to net
zero.

“To reduce energy consump-
tion, we will use higher insulation
values in the wall and roof. We will
use light shelves. The light shelves
are a type of overhang that extends
into the classroom. When the sun is
at a high angle in the summer, the
overhang helps block the direct sun-
light from getting into the room and
heating it up. In the winter when the
sun is at a lower angle, the shelves
will help utilize the sunlight to heat
the room,” Mr. Layne said.

“With the shelf extending into
the classroom, the light comes in, re-
flects off the shelf back to the ceil-
ing in the classroom. Then we uti-
lize that light to help light the class-
room. There is a measuring meter
hooked up to the lighting system in
the classroom it determines how
much natural light is getting in and
how much artificial light is needed
to reach the required light level for
the kids. In a typical day with full
sunlight, we are probably going to
light that room with 75 percent natu-
ral light. The meter dims the lights
to compensate for the needed 25 per-

cent additional light. We will save
energy by dimming the lights and not
using as much wattage.

“Laptop computers will be used
throughout the building, no more
desk tops. We will go to a wireless
network for all of our technology to
get away from all of the data wiring
that typically goes through a build-
ing to make the building more green
and lower green house gas emis-
sions.

“The building will have one
copier for the first floor and one for
the second. They will be networked
through the computers. The days will
be gone when the teachers have in-
dividual printers, because we will
encourage a paperless building.

“It is just a matter of time be-
fore we get to the point where text-
books will all be digital.”

The ability of the facility to pro-
duce its own energy is another criti-
cal factor of the net zero design.

“There are three strategies we
will use to produce energy. One will
be the solar panels placed on the
roof. Almost the entire roof will be
solar paneled. The solar panels will
produce direct current (DC) power
that will be put through an inverter
process to change it to alternating
current (AC), which is what is
needed for the building.

“The second is the geothermal
heat pump that will be used for heat-
ing and air conditioning. Wells of
250 feet in depth will be drilled at
the site. Water is circulated through
the well to the unit to help cool or
heat the air, because at a certain
depth in the earth the temperature is
constant. We will be able to main-
tain a constant temperature of about
o68 F.

“One kilowatt hour is needed to
run the geothermal heat pump. By
using the earth, it makes four to five
kilowatt hours. Without the geother-
mal heat pump instead of pulling one
kilowatt hour off the electrical grid,

you would need to pull six kilowatt
hours.

“The third are the wind tur-
bines, which will be built on the site.
Right now we plan for wind turbines
to be strung all along the west end
of the site.

“All of the power will come into
a main bus on the building, then the
building takes what it needs. Power
will come in from the electrical grid
as well as all of the renewable
sources on the site. As the building
takes power, it will take the energy
we are making at the site first. Then
the building will only use what it
needs to use from the electric grid,”
he said.

The facility will be able to con-
tinue producing energy even when
the building is not in use.

“The building will shut down at
5:00 p.m. every day. It will be closed
on the weekends. There are six
weeks during the school year when
the schools are shut down for holi-
days, and approximately two months
during the summer. That is when we
will produce all this energy we don’t
need in our building. We will sell all
that energy back to the electric com-
pany,” Mr. Layne said.

Middle School Number Eight
will also help eliminate over crowd-
ing at some of the current middle
schools.

“The school will be built to ac-
commodate about 900 kids. When
this school is built, the boundary
lines will have to be redrawn, and
they will be working on that next
year. I would anticipate 700 students
would attend the school initially.

“Right now our goal in the dis-
trict is to have a functional capacity
of about 875 students per middle
school. At this time, we have three
middle schools with over 1,000 stu-
dents. If we could take all the kids
in the district and divide them by
eight, rather than the seven schools

Continued from page 1

School to be larSchool to be larSchool to be larSchool to be larSchool to be largest net zero school in countrgest net zero school in countrgest net zero school in countrgest net zero school in countrgest net zero school in countryyyyy

See STUDENTS, Page 9
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Brown Family Owned and Operated.
www.brownmem.com

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

OBITUARIES
band Robin, of Fort Worth; and
son-in-law Tyrus Mahsetky, of
Grand Prairie; thirteen grandchil-
dren; sixteen great grandchildren;
one great great grandson; and two
nephews. Funeral services were
held at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, Janu-
ary 5, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home with burial follow-
ing at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens in Irving.

LOYIE
BROWN  EVANS

Loyie Brown
Evans, 89,
passed away on
December 31,
2009 in Irving,
TX. He was
born on Febru-
ary 23, 1920 in

Greenville, TX. to Loyie Atwell
Evans and Mary (Hampton)
Evans. He was a longtime resident
of Irving, a veteran of the US Army
serving in World War II, a retired
printer after many years of service
with the Houston Post Newspaper,
a member of the Keystone Ma-
sonic Lodge #1143 in Dallas, TX.
and a member of First Baptist
Church of Irving. He is survived
by his wife, Lorene Evans; Step-
sons, Dennis Christy and wife,
Marcia of Irving, and Rocky
Hansen of MS.; Step-Daughter,
Mary Ridenour of Richardson; six
grandchildren and five great

grandchildren; two brothers,
Clifford Evans of Irving and Don
Evans of Canton; and one sister,
Ruth Conners of Irving. Funeral
services were held on Wednesday,
January 06, 2010 at 10:00AM at
First Baptist Church. Interment
followed at Dallas-Ft. Worth Na-
tional Cemetery.

THOMAS
E.  ROBERTS

Thomas E. Rob-
erts died De-
cember 16,
2009 at the age
of 81. He was
the youngest of
6 children born
to Mary Lee

McCommon Roberts and Charles
Maury Roberts. He was born in
Lufkin, Texas on October 1, 1928.
He was a lawyer in Dallas for 47
years and a CPA for over 50 years.
A long-time member of Plymouth
Park United Methodist Church,
Mr. Roberts was also a member
Emeritus of the Las Colinas Ro-
tary Club in Irving, where he had
served as President. He served
Rotary on a broader scale for many
years chairing the committee that
sent students abroad to study. Mr.
Roberts was preceded in death by
Mary Lee Jones Roberts his wife
of 54 years in June 2008. He is
survived by his children Marilynn
Roberts Wilson, Thomas E. Rob-

erts, Jr, Karen Roberts Washington,
and Barbara Roberts Gardell, 19
grandchildren and one
greatgrandchild. Mr. Roberts will
long be remembered as always
being a man of impeccable integ-
rity who loved children and trea-
sured family. Burial with Military
Honors occurred at the Dallas Fort
Worth National Cemetery on Mon-
day, December 28, 2009 at 9:00
a.m., followed by a Memorial Ser-
vice at Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church in Irving. Do-
nations may be made in his
memory to a charity near to your
heart.  Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

We are bringing in the NEW Year
in our NEW location!

Stop in for coffee and a tour.

Chism-Smith Funeral HomeChism-Smith Funeral HomeChism-Smith Funeral HomeChism-Smith Funeral HomeChism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Services& Cremation Services& Cremation Services& Cremation Services& Cremation Services

!!!!!Go Green
!!!!!Traditional &
         Non-traditional Services
!!!!!Memorial Services
!!!!!Personalized Service
!!!!!Cremation
403 South Britian Rd.,

Irving TX 75060
www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com972-259-7644

Owned & operated by The Davis Family

we have now, the projected distribu-
tion of students comes out to about
875. In practice, it is not going to
work that way. When you draw
boundaries, the students aren’t go-
ing to split exactly, and families are
going to move. But it gets us closer
to what we consider an optimal
learning environment in terms of
functional capacity,” he said.

The expenses associated with
building a net zero facility may be
the deciding factor in whether or not
the Board chooses to go forward
with the net zero design.

“It is definitely more expensive
to build a net zero building than a
typical middle school. It is hard to
say how much more. I have heard
numbers anywhere from 12 percent
to 30 percent more expensive. All of
those costs are associated with the
equipment used to produce energy.
The solar panels are probably $2
million. The geothermal is a little
more expensive, but it depends on
what you compare it to. If you com-
pare it to very basic systems like we
put in our elementary schools, it is
considerably more expensive. If you
compare it to the more complex sys-
tems we put in our high schools, it
is the same cost. The engineers are
still running numbers.

“We have no doubt we have
enough money budgeted to build a
typical building. We think we could
build a typical building with a whole
lot less than what we have budgeted.

We don’t know where the costs will
come in for a net zero building.

“In this district, we will spend
about $250,000 per year on electric-
ity for a typical middle school build-
ing, plus additional costs for natural
gas. The net zero building will be
totally electric.

“The engineers anticipate in
terms of pay back for the renewable
resources probably about 10 years.
But the savings to the district is im-
mediate in that we have to budget
utilities on an annual basis, which is
paid out of the general operating
fund. So it is an immediate savings
for the district and the taxpayers. We
should reap the benefits immedi-
ately, although we have to spend
more money initially to get there.

“We recognize that our budget
does not allow for the additional
costs. So unless otherwise directed,
we will probably look at doing the
renewable resources as possibly an
alternate on the building. I don’t
want to put the Board in a position
where we have got to find more
money to do this project.

“Even though I sit here and talk
like we are going to build a net zero
middle school, if the additional costs
are $10 or $12 million when all is
said and done, we are probably not
doing it. But, I don’t think that will
happen, based on what the engineers
have said,” Mr. Layne said.

Marie Morris, Ph.D. IISD’s As-
sistant Superintendent of Teaching
and Learning, is working with a team
to design a curriculum including the

net zero campus as an experiential
learning lab.

“We are hoping to be proactive
in working with the engineers of the
various energy production types and
those that are handling the conser-
vation and reduction type systems in
the building. I have a group of cur-
riculum experts finding natural con-
nections where the students’ under-
standing of certain units or concepts
could be enhanced or enriched by a
visit to the net zero campus to see
the museum like displays. We hope
to have a science classroom for those
types of activities.

“We hope by identifying where
those natural connections are that we
would like to enhance and at which
grade levels, we can help the engi-
neers to build displays to increase
learning. We hope to get some of
their models to create some of these
displays. The architects want to
know how large the displays should
be and where we want them.

“Middle School Number Eight
needs to be designed to teach stu-
dents from pre-K to adult. We are
going to get architects and engineers
from across the United States who
will want to come see what we are
doing. The range of students is what
makes it difficult to determine what
goes into those museum like, learn-
ing displays. They need to be de-
signed to be used with younger stu-
dents as well as with professionals
who work in the field.

“It is kind of exciting,” Dr.
Morris said.

Continued from page 8

School to be teaching model

Provided by Robert Horton
A national study by Keep

America Beautiful conservatively
estimates the U.S. annual litter bill
to be $11.4 Billion or almost $38 per
year per U.S. resident. For the 16-
county North Central Texas region
of 6.7 million residents, that projects
to over $250 million annually for

area litter cleanup.
”This expense estimate is in line

with local fact-finding in recent
years and largely avoidable,” said
Bob Horton, CEO of TREES, the
Trinity River Environmental Educa-
tion Society. ”We know what works
to reduce littering behavior to a mini-
mum, one community at a time. But,

we need to be spending far, far more
money on changing behaviors with
prevention-focused education in-
stead of steadily increased amounts
chasing the consequences.

”The most cost-effective pro-
grams focusing on preventing litter
are those of Keep America Beauti-
ful and Keep Texas Beautiful,” he

said. ”These programs fight litter
effectively and they typically en-
courage $6 or more in community
participation for every tax-dollar in-
vested in them. We need more KAB
and KTB programs in North Central
Texas communities that have not
adopted them yet. And, we need to
re-evaluate the budgets of existing
programs. Obviously, saving money
by minimizing education is not
working well; there is a surprisingly
high cost for spending too little on
prevention.”

The cost of litter cleanup per-
meates an entire community: work-
places, construction sites, roads and
highways, neighborhoods, school
grounds, and indoor places such as
movies all sustain high litter
bills. The KAB study does not in-
clude other litter-related costs such
as the value of volunteer hours, loss
of business and home sales, broken

windshields, accidents due to strik-
ing or swerving to avoid roadbed
debris, energy wasted in traffic jams
caused by spills on highways, etc.

”All the litter is not getting
cleaned up regularly despite our do-
ing what we can. Yet, the present
quarter-billion dollar annual cost of
litter pickup highlights a serious,
expensive and sometimes fatal social
issue that deserves a more serious,
cost-effective and quality-of-life
enhancing response than it often
receives. We need to be spending
these dollars for prevention and for
teachers, police officers, firefighters
and college scholarships...not for
picking up loose trash,” said Fran
Burns, Board President of TREES. 

 An estimated 4,600 community
volunteers in 18 North Texas com-
munities retrieved 154,000 pounds
of trash and recyclables in the 2009
Trinity Trash Bash.

Research suggests $236 million litter bill for North Central Texas
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Word Seek & Find

ACROSS
1. Ferret
4. Summit
7. Affirmative
10. Scarf
13. Disturbance
15. Mined metals
17. Tolls
18. __ Arabia
20. Constellation
21. Beano
22. Evils
23. To that time
24. Cavity
25. Espy
27. Association
29. To be
31. Stiffen
32. Tree gum
34. Lavatory
36. Kilometers per hour
37. Sayonara
38. Promissory note
39. Child’s plaything
41. Disturb
44. Fasten
46. Popinjay
49. High naval rank (abbr.)
50. Furrow
52. Beginning
56. Building addition
57. Zip
59. Show
63. Vase
65. Evening
66. Penury
68. Mr.
70. The other half of Jima
71. Gone by
72. Bode
73. Luscious
75. Talk bitterly
78. Unfasten the pins of
80. Tree
81. North by east
82. What’s owed
83. Negative
84. Emblem
86. Russian Kathy
88. Hit a golf ball
91. Oh my __! (slang)
92. Ship initials
94. Long time
95. Dekaliter (abbr.)
97. Measure of wood
99. Cause of sickness
100. Viper
101. Sediment
103. Sight organ
105. Roman three
106. Architect Frank __ Wright
108. Snacked
110. Welkin
112. Avoids
114. Aurora
116. Howl
120. Behind
121. Liable
123. Ball holder
125. Type of partnership
126. Governor
128. Heat giver
131. Copy
132. Big Apple (abbr.)
133. Peaks
135. Christmas month
137. Luau dish
139. Large eastern religion
141. Tie shoes
143. Slog
145. Molded salad

147. Large wide scarf
148. Like a wing
149. Duck
150. Not those
151. Chop
152. Little bit
153. Arid
154. Bard’s before
DOWN
1. French capital
2. 1997 Madonna movie
3. Also
4. Capital of Japan
5. Unrefined metal
6. Pennsylvania (abbr.)
7. Bark in pain
8. Moray
9. Analyze quality
10. Shun
11. Expenditure
12. Adios
13. Skip
14. Nervous system
16. Drenches
17. Sheer, triangular scarf
18. Take to court
19. Ailing
26. Layer
28. Rainy mo.
30. Representative
33. School group
35. Unusual
37. Energy unit
38. Lodge
40. Hold
42. Pixy
43. Before (prefix)
45. Cation
46. Males
47. Brews
48. Inform
49. Boxer Muhammad
51. Pluck
53. Partial
54. Level
55. X
58. Narrow strip of land
60. Steel worker’s tool
61. To be in debt

62. Annuling
64. Spherically
67. Demise
69. Roller skating areas
71. Leading
72. Ocular
74. Compass point
76. BB association
77. Bullet shooter
79.  Neither’s partner
84. Work hard
85. National capital
87. Caviar
89. Inane
90. Canal
91. Young lady
93. Resort hotel
96. Opens lock
98. Hades
100. Hubbub
101. Eastern state
102. Fast plane
104. Extremely high frequency (abbr.)
107. Still
109. Day of the wk.
111. Cask
113. Possessive pronoun
115. Pigpen
117. Stomache sore
118. Long-term memory
119. Dextrous
120. Street abbr.
121. Imitative
122. Plural for pennies
124. Acclaim
127. Strangely
129. Higher
130. Sound
131. Expression of surprise
132. Almond
133. College (abbr.)
134. Luge
136. Tiger
138. Sorbet
140. __ Jones Industrial average
142. Wing
144. Paddle
146. Her

Rambler Weekly Crossword

Barton
Brandenburg
Britain
Brown
Davis

Elliott
Farine
Gilbert
Good
John Haley

Thomas Haley
Hanes
Johnston
Keyes
Lee

IRVING ISD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NAMES

L E T B G I L B E R T

Y L Z K R D B Z B C R

E Y E L E O T Z D K

L E D S U Y W N A T K

A L T O N H E N V R L

H A O J O W C S I W G

H W O T G O S S R E

N N H R K T U L K

H S L N A D L B L S S

O A E S B E N I E E T

J M Y T E E O P N N R

C O O D T I A V R

D H W N T T H B R K D

J T A S Y L E V I L

K R H B R I T A I N R

B B Z E N I R A F W Y

Lively
Schulze
Stipes
Townley
Townsell

Provided by Alexandra Walsh
Each year, nearly 5,000 people

in the United States are treated in
hospital emergency rooms for car-
bon monoxide (CO) poisoning. This
number is, however, believed to be
an underestimate of those poisoned
because many people exhibiting the
symptoms of CO poisoning mistake
these symptoms for the flu or are
misdiagnosed.

CO is a colorless, odorless,
toxic gas. It is produced by the in-
complete combustion of solid, liq-

uid, or gaseous fuels. Appliances fu-
eled with gas, oil, kerosene, or wood
may produce CO. If such appliances
are not installed, maintained, and
used properly, CO may accumulate
to dangerous and even fatal levels
in cars, homes, or poorly ventilated
areas.

CO poisoning can kill without
warning as your family sleeps. Be-
cause CO gas has no odor-warning
properties even at toxic or life threat-
ening levels, it is considered a silent
killer. And, since so many deaths

occur as the result of defective or
poorly operated home heating de-
vices, CO has been termed the “si-
lent, cold weather killer.”

Where Does CO come from?
CO is produced by products that
burn fuels. Therefore, any fuel-burn-
ing appliance in your home is a po-
tential CO source. Electrical heaters
and electric water heaters, toasters,
etc., do not produce CO because they
don’t involve combustion of fuels.
Under normal circumstances, CO
levels in the typical home or work-
place should not be above levels
found outdoors.

When appliances are kept in
good working condition and are
properly vented, they produce little
CO. Improper installation, operation,
or poorly vented appliances can pro-
duce elevated, or even fatal CO con-
centrations in homes. Likewise, us-
ing kerosene heaters or charcoal
grills indoors or running a car in a
garage can cause levels high enough
to result in CO poisoning.

Common sources of CO include
the following:
Room heaters (not radiant or elec-
tric)
Furnaces
Charcoal grills
Cooking ranges (not electric)
Water heaters (not electric)
Automobiles run in closed garages
Fireplaces
Portable generators
Wood-burning stoves

Who is at risk of CO poison-
ing? Any person or animal in a space
shared with a device capable of gen-
erating CO should be considered at
risk of CO poisoning. CO exposures
especially affect unborn babies, in-
fants, and people with anemia or a
history of heart disease. Breathing
low levels of the chemical can cause
fatigue and increase chest pain in
people with chronic heart disease.

Although not always experi-
enced, the initial symptoms of CO
poisoning are similar to the flu, but

without the fever. They include:
Dizziness
Fatigue
Headache
Nausea
Irregular Breathing

It is critical to note that death
from CO poisoning can occur
quickly or when sleeping, with some
or all of these symptoms never be-
ing experienced, in which case, the
overexposed victim becomes uncon-
scious and never regains conscious-
ness.

How can CO poisoning be pre-
vented?  Dangerous levels of CO
can be prevented by proper appli-
ance installation, maintenance, and
use. Periodic inspections of poten-
tially CO-producing equipment, and
the use of CO alarms, are also key
to avoiding a CO fatality.

Learn more about protecting
yourself from CO poisoning by vis-
iting www.aiha.org.

Carbon monoxide: The silent, cold weather killer
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Mungles
on Movies

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each
row across, each column down and each small 9 box suare con-

tains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Weekly SUDOKU
Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines?

PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

DAYBREAKERS    R
12:25    2:50    5:15    7:45    10:10

* LEAP YEAR    PG
1:35    4:35    7:05    9:30

YOUTH IN REVOLT    R
12:35    3:00    5:20    7:35    9:50

ALVIN AND
THE CHIPMUNKS 2    PG

1:20    3:35    6:55    9:10

SHERLOCK HOLMES    PG13
12:45    1:15    3:30    4:15    6:30

7:15    10:15

NINE    PG13
1:05    3:55    6:50    9:35

IT’S COMPLICATED    R
1:40    4:25    7:10    9:55

UP IN THE AIR    R
12:55    4:50    7:25    10:10

AVATAR 2D    PG13
12:30    2:00    4:05    5:25    7:30

9:00

THE PRINCESS
AND THE FROG    G

12:50    4:20    6:45    9:15

INVICTUS    PG13
9:25

BLINDSIDE    PG13
1:00    4:00    7:00    10:00

Jan. 8 - 14

By Matt Mungle
Title: Leap Year
Rated: PG

There is a sucker born every
minute. Popular quote from a man
who made millions off of that as-
sumption. Hollywood has done
well for themselves due to the fact
that obviously there are suckers for
romantic comedies born even
quicker. And there is no shame in
being included in that group. The
romantic comedy is a genre bred
for those who still believe that love
can spring forth from any well.
Regardless of how shallow it might
be.

In the new sucker magnet,
Leap Year, the well is an Irish
spring. Anna (Amy Adams) is a
detail oriented, hard working,
lover of the finer things, Boston
lass. Her boyfriend of four years
is dragging his feet when it comes
to popping the question. Anna de-
cides to surprise him while he is in
Ireland on business and take ad-
vantage of an old tradition.
Wherein, women can ask for the
man’s hand once every four years.
Getting to Dublin though seems to
be the hardest part and she runs
into one snag after another. When
she takes on the help of an Irish
lad (Matthew Goode) who is rough
around the crust to get her there, it
doesn’t go any smoother.

Amy Adams is the reason this
movie succeeds. She has a magic
about her that lights up any film.
She is endearing and sincere. Even
when playing a snoot. Adams is
heartwarming and honest in her
work and it shows up in her char-
acter. I wasn’t sure how Goode
would do in the romance realm.
Yes, he is a heart throb, but can he
pull of the comedy dialogue and
make it sell-able? That was the key.
And he does. Having his character
be a little rough and not gushing
helped.

Rated PG for sensuality and
language. It is very tame and, other
than a few mild expletives, com-
pletely harmless. This movie has a
few things going for it. Other than
Adams, the scenery and characters
of Ireland, plus the soundtrack
through out help make this one lik-
able. I give it 3 out of 5 Louies. It
surely doesn’t break any molds or
excel beyond the norm, but it
serves the genre well and eases us
into the new year with a bit of a
laugh and a reflection on the im-
portant things in life. And that is
never a bad thing. So says Matt
Mungle.

Review copyright 2010
Mungleshow Productions. Used
by Permission.

Set a date for Leap Year

Matt is a member of the North
Texas Film Critics Association
(NTFCA) and hosts the weekly syn-
dicated Indie Rock Radio Show
Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional
reviews and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The
Irving Rambler, the publisher, edi-
tor, or any staff member.

pipe, which causes us a lot of prob-
lems.

“We have about 700 miles of
pipe in the water system, and cast
iron is about 130-140 miles. The fi-
ber cement is about the same. So
there is close to 275 to 300 miles that
pipe in the system out of 700 miles.

“On the waste water side, we
have the concrete pipes. Those are
generally our bigger pipes, 24 inches
and larger in diameter. That is where
we have had some of the major fail-
ures on the waste water side.

“Twenty to twenty-five years
ago that was the only thing on the
market, so that is what we used. We
have much better materials now to
choose from. Some of the older pipe
we are still dealing with is suscep-
tible to some of the hydrogen-sul-
fide gas that will build up in it, which
causes a series of events that leads
to corrosion on the top of the pipe
and eventually can cause it to col-
lapse.

“The main type of pipe we re-
place those concrete pipes with is a

fiberglass type of pipe. It looks simi-
lar to the PVC. The fiberglass is
more of an inert material the gasses
won’t affect. It should have a much
longer life, a 50 plus year life.

“We have identified where the
worse pipes are, and we are in the
process of replacing those right now.

“A lot of the pipe on the water
side is failing after 40 years; we are
not getting to the 50 year point. We
replaced some after 25 years. On the
cast iron and fiber cement, I would
say the life span is 25 to 50 years,
it’s somewhere in that range. The
lifespan really depends on the loca-
tion, the type of soil in the area, how
much the soil is moving and the con-
dition of the pipe.

“On the proactive side, we do
studies and master plans for the wa-
ter and waste water system about ev-
ery 5 to 7 years. We focus mainly on
the bigger, more critical infrastruc-
ture lines that are 12 inches and
larger. We make sure that from a
hydraulic standpoint it is big enough.
We look at risk: if the pipe fails, how
many people does it affect? We take

into account hospitals and things like
that. So there are a number of fac-
tors that go into the long term plan-
ning. When you have a break on a
36 inch line, you are affecting a
much larger area than when there is
a break on an 8 inch line.

“We have a range of $24 - $40
million per year budgeted in the
Capital Improvements Plan. I think
generally we spend $30 - $35 mil-
lion.”

“If you are looking only at the
water, sewer line replacements, that
is probably closer to $10 to $15 mil-
lion per year,” Mr. Starr said. “Then
you also have the pump stations,
water tanks, elevated tanks, main
transition lines, which are part of the
replacement schedule too. At least
half, is dedicated solely towards re-
placement of infrastructure.”

A lot of funds and effort in the
last few years has gone into build-
ing a new pump station and refur-
bishing older pump stations.

“We are replacing the
MacArthur Pump Station right now,”
Mr. Reck said. “It was built in the
early ‘50s, so it was certainly due for
replacing. We are replacing all the
pumps and the infrastructure. We are
adding standby generators for
standby power, and upgrading that
facility in general. There was an old
concrete tank that sat in front of it.
We demolished the tank and that is
where the new pump station will sit.”

A relatively small increase in
water, sewage fees now may prevent
larger, more jarring increases in the
future.

“The proposed fee increase
keeps us from getting worse,” Mr.
Starr said. “This allows us to put an
adequate amount of reinvestment
into the system, so we don’t get to
the point where the system is in a
state of collapse, and we have to run
from crisis to crisis. We are not at
that point now, and we don’t want
to be at that point. This allows us to
be proactive instead of reactive and
take care of problems in a timely,
orderly fashion while preventing
large breaks from happening in the
future.

“This five percent increase
helps maintain the integrity of the
system, and actually increases the in-
tegrity of the system. The problem
with these water, sewer lines is you
don’t notice them until they fail. If
everything is running fine, it’s un-
derneath your feet, nothing is torn
up, nobody notices.

“Even with this five percent in-
crease, we are maintaining the low-
est water, sewer rates in Dallas
County. Frisco just announced they
are going to go up on their rates 30
percent, and Grand Prairie has gone
up 6 percent. Crandall has gone up
45 percent on water and 80 percent
on sewer, because they are in crisis
mode and they need to replace stuff
now. Highland Park went up 15 per-
cent.

“What you are seeing is a lot of
reaction. You are seeing massive in-
creases to take care of problems. We
are trying to maintain smaller in-
creases to get ahead of the problems.
Most of the other cities in the area
are seeing double digit increases.”

Even with the increases in fees,
the replacement of old pipes
throughout the city will take at least
two decades.

“We will continue to attack the
worst areas each year in the water,
sewer system,” Mr. Reck said. “We
are looking at probably a 20 to 25
year plan before we completely
eliminate the cast iron and fiber ce-
ment pipe. You are looking at a pretty
good time frame before we turn the
corner on some of the issues we
have.

“At our previous level of invest-
ment, we were expecting the pipes
to last 100 years. With this increase
and some of the future things we are
going to do, we are looking at get-

ting it back to a 50 year life cycle,
which realistically is how long the
pipe is lasting. So you are going to
be seeing pipes replaced more when
they need to be replaced, rather than
continuing to see break after break
on some of these streets before we
can replace them.

“You’ll see better customer ser-
vice, not as many outages, reductions
in sanitary sewer overflows as we
begin to make some progress on re-
placing these lines.”

“We try to be good stewards of
the public dollar, but providing this
service is not free,” Mr. Starr said.
“We think this increase is justifiable.
It is as small as we can make it, but
it also covers all of our needs for
operations, maintenance and debt
service. It covers our system needs
at the lowest rate, and provides citi-
zens with an increased level of ser-
vice for a minimal monthly charge.”

Year after year, the citizens of
Irving have received admirable ser-
vice and dedication from the Water
Utilities Department.

“We have a Superior water rat-
ing with the state, which is the high-
est rating a city can get,” Mr. Reck
said. “The rating is based on the
quality of the water and the level of
certification of all our operators, who
work on the system every day. We
have a very well maintained, very
well operated system.

“The Water Utilities Depart-
ment has a five year Capital Im-
provements Plan that we have devel-
oped and uploaded onto the web site
at www.ci.irving.tx.us/water-utili-
ties/pdfs/ws-5y-cip.pdf. Citizens can
view where we are going to be put-
ting in new infrastructure on both the
water and waste water side.”

Neighborhoods receiving water
and sewer replacements during 2009
- 2010 include, but are not limited
to, the following: the Arts District,
Barton Estates, Grauwyler Heights,
Hillcrest Oaks, Irving Heights, Irv-
ing Heritage District, Lamar-Brown,
Lee Britain, North Austin Heights,
Northwest Park, Owen Point,
Sherwood Forest and University
Hills.

Residents will have an oppor-
tunity to provide input on the city’s
future water and wastewater plans at
7 p.m. Jan. 14 during the City Coun-
cil meeting.

Continued from page 1

Proposed increases to remedy water/sewer system

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People person, detail oriented,

responsible, courteous, articulate, computer literate,
MS Office, email and Internet savvy opportunity for
growth, experience preferred. Call to 214-675-6493

to discuss your future.
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Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

Excludes Gum Disease

Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Seniors take 15% off
any other dental service

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special
$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00

By Sgt. Ryan Twist
Service members ran a race,

played golf blindfolded and choked
down the “nastiest” food the chow
hall had to offer Dec. 5 at Joint Base
Balad, Iraq, to raise money for the
Combined Federal Campaign –
Overseas.

Thirteen four member teams
participated in the CFC Amazing
Race, to compete to have a $300
check donated to the CFC in their
name. The CFC supports charitable
organizations through philanthropy
by federal employees.

Senior Master Sgt. Bryan
Shipman, a superintendent of proto-
col with the 332nd Air Expedition-
ary Wing and a Norfolk, VA, native,
served as the Air Force CFC repre-
sentative.

”We noticed there were no com-
bined events with the Army or any-
one else,” he said. “We teamed with
the 13th (Sustainment Command
(Expeditionary)) and the 194th En-
gineer Brigade and we came together
with this alternate Amazing Race
event.”

In the past few weeks, the rep-
resentatives worked together to plan
activities and events for teams to
raise awareness and money for the
CFC, said Shipman.

The planners coordinated the
events, set up the stations and made
sure there was continuity with the
food, event times and reserved loca-
tions, he said.

Master Sgt. Kimberly D.
Bergman, a 13th ESC career coun-
selor and a Chicago native, said no
other CFC-O event has had all the
major commands from their base
organized together.

Instead of commanders doing
their own events for CFC-O, they
came together as a whole – Army and
Air Force, said Bergman.

”It was an awesome time,” she
said. “Everyone brought their own
strengths ... which [were] reflected
in the different challenges that we
had.”

The 13th ESC created a cross-
word puzzle event, testing competi-
tors’ knowledge of Army and Air
Force history, said Bergman. The
194th Engineers and the JBB Fire
Department hosted department spe-
cific challenges, she said.

”It was a lot of work on our part
but we enjoyed it and it seems all
the participants enjoyed it,” she said.

Spc. Martha A. Bolt, a parale-
gal specialist with the 13th ESC and
a Sussex, N.J., native, said the event
was fun and helped the service mem-
bers get a good workout.

Bolt, who was on the Urban
Logistickers team, said the hardest
part of the event was the eating com-
petition at the Mirage dining facil-
ity. She drew a number and had to
eat banana pudding with raisins.
Other numbered items included sar-
dines, refried beans and tuna.

Her teammate, Maj. Erik A.
Enyart, a brigade aviation officer
with the 13th ESC and a Radcliff,
Ky., native, said blind golfing and
chow-hall eating were the hardest
parts of the event.

Spc. Kimberly N. Dover, a
medic with the 248th Area Support
Medical Company out of Marietta,

GA, with the 61st Multifunctional
Medical Brigade won third place
with the Sickcall Rangers and said
the food challenge was not her fa-
vorite part either.

”I’m just a really picky eater ...
and it was gross,” she said. “None
of it was really difficult; that was just
the nastiest part.”

Dover said pushing and pulling
water hoses at the fire department
was the highlight of the competition.

The event mirrored a scavenger
hunt combined with a 5 km race, said
Dover. The activities were set up at
locations throughout JBB and teams
had to accomplish each task before
they could head to the final destina-
tion, the Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation center east, she said.

In the end, service members
came together and had a blast to sup-
port a great cause, which Bergman
said was all she could ask for.

13th ESC Wins Amazing Race Charity Run

Two of the Army’s finest play putt-putt golf during the CFC
Amazing Race at Joint Base Balad, Iraq to raise money for
charity.


