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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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See DFW AIRPORT, Page 10

Vote for Families, 
Schools and Children

Vote

Political ad paid for by Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Texas House District 105

RE-ELECT

Today, Joyce “Sweet J” Ekwo-
romadu (eck-wor-oh-MAA-doo) is 
among the Globetrotters’ 2014 class 
of rookies. But she spent her early 
years, through the age of 13, living in 
Irving. She attended Holy Family of 
Nazareth Catholic School from 1st to 
5th grade, and North Hills Charter 
School during middle school. Her 

family then moved to Coppell where 
she attended Coppell High School.

The Harlem Globetrotters have 
traditionally been a men’s basketball 
team since they were founded in 1926. 
Eighty-eight years later, the world 
famous team welcomed her as only 
the 12th female player to the roster. 

By Sissy Courtney
Forty years ago, the first flight into what 

was then called DFW Regional Airport landed 
just after midnight from Little Rock, Ark. on 
the final leg of a cross-country trip that started 
in New York City on Sun., Jan. 13, 1974. 

Monday afternoon, Jan. 13, 2014, Ameri-
can Airlines’ flight from Little Rock, Ark., was 
designated Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport’s anniversary flight and greeted with 
a shower from an affectionate water can-
non salute, and passengers received yellow 
Texas roses, commemorating the greeting 
that DFW’s first arriving customers received.

One employee who has worked at the 
airport all 40 years compared the experience 

Happy 40tH BirtHday dFW

Milestone marks era of regional growth

By Phil Cerroni
Parents at Valley Ranch Elemen-

tary (VRE) raised vocal opposition to 
boundary realignment in the south-
ern part of Coppell ISD (CISD) that 
would transfer VRE families, along 
with others currently attending Aus-
tin and Pinkerton, to Lee Elementary, 
which will open for the start of the 
2014-2015 school year.

This realignment is the School 
District’s response to an increase of 
1,377 students, concentrated in Valley 
Ranch and the Bridges at Las Colinas, 
over the last five years. Projected 
growth around the Cypress Waters 
development as well as present 
overpopulation at VRE, Mockingbird 
Elementary and Lakeside Elementary 
are also the Board’s concerns.

CISD specifies that enrollment at 
each of its elementary schools should 
top out at roughly 500 students, and 
the boundary realignment would 
reduce the 734 students the District 
expects at VRE during the 2014-2015 
academic year to 610.

The School District’s proposed 
attendance boundary is enclosed 
by MacArthur Blvd. on the east, Ci-
marron Trail to the south and butts 
up against North Lake in the west. 
It terminates in the north near the 
intersection of Ranchview Dr. and 
Rodeo Dr.

“The demographer and staff 
believe the current proposed plan 
truly minimizes district-wide student 
movement,” wrote Sid Grant, Assis-
tant Superintendent for Business and 
Support Services, in an email.

As it stands, the realignment 

Valley Ranch Elementary

E�ected Neighborhood

CISD’s Attendance Boundary

Parent’s Attendance Boundary

Map data c. 2014 Google

By Brian Ahern
Poignant, real-life accounts of 

homeless, pregnant teenagers from 
Several Source Shelter in Newark, 
N.J. inspired the upcoming film, 
Gimme Shelter, which begins a lim-
ited run, including the Angelika Film 
Center in Dallas, on Jan. 24.

The film tells the story of Apple 
(Vanessa Hudgens from the “High 
School Musical” franchise), a preg-
nant girl who runs away from her 
abusive mother (Rosario Dawson) 

and tries to find assistance from her 
estranged father (Brendan Fraser), 
a wealthy Wall Street investor. He 
takes her in begrudgingly, but after 
he insists that she get an abortion, 
Apple runs away once again to live on 
the streets, until she finds a home and 
a family at Several Sources. 

Not only does Gimme Shelter 
raise awareness about a subject that 
is more comfortably ignored than 
discussed, Several Sources is a real 

By Stephen Fielder
TXU Energy took action, warn-

ing its customers about a scam email 
campaign affecting clients of energy 
giants, Atmos Energy and PG&E. 
Even though TXU has not been af-
fected by the scam yet, it knows it is 
a big enough target that it could be 
next, and the company would rather 
be proactive than reactive in the face 
of fraud.

This newest scam sends con-

sumers a link to their ‘bill.’ Instead 
of displaying their statement, the link 
loads malware – malicious software 
- onto their computers. The malware 
can cripple or paralyze a computer – 
possibly causing all data to be lost. 
These emails look like very convinc-
ing, so it is important to recognize 
suspicious requests or directions.

TXU explained their very limited 
use of email to communicate with 

Parents dislike 
proposed CISD 
realignment

Real accounts of homeless, 
pregnant teens inspires film

Fire Rescue at DFW uses a water cannon to salute Dallas/Fort Worth International’s anniversary flight from Little Rock, Ark. 40 years ago, an American Airlines flight from 
the same city became the first plane to land at DFW Airport. / Photo by Sissy Courtney

TXU warns about scam emails

See TEENS, Page 5

See SCAM WARNING, Page 4See REALIGNMENT, Page 3

See GLOBETROTTER, Page 5

Irving native becomes 
Harlem Globetrotter

Raised in Irving and Coppell, Harlem Globetrotter rookie, Sweet J, shows her basketball 
skills on the court during a game. Courtesy photo
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Coppell Closure for MLK Holiday
Jan. 20

All City of Coppell administrative offices, 
Coppell Municipal Court, Senior and 
Community Center at Grapevine Springs, 
Wagon Wheel Tennis Center, Utility Bill/Tax 
Payments window, Coppell Animal Services 
and the William T. Cozby Public Library in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
The William T. Cozby Public Library will 
also be closed on Tues., Jan. 21 for a staff 
development day. The Coppell Aquatics and 
Recreation Center (234 Parkway Blvd.) will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Recycling and 
garbage pickup will not be affected by this 
holiday.

Screening: Friendly Persuasion
Jan. 21, 6 p.m.

As part of the Civil War 150 exhibit currently 
on exhibit at the Irving Library, Central 
Library (801 W. Irving Blvd.) presents the 
emotional tale of a Quaker family living in 
Indiana 1862 whose religious beliefs are 
shaken and peaceful coexistence tested 
when Confederate troops invade their 
prosperous farming community. The film 
stars Gary Cooper, Dorothy McGuire, Marjorie 
Main, Robert Middleton, and Anthony 
Perkins.

Lecture by Artistic Director
Jan. 21, 7 p.m.

Dance Theatre of Harlem Artistic Director 
and former DTH prima ballerina, Virginia 
Johnson, will give a talk at 7 p.m. in the 
meeting rooms about the DTH’s mission and 
the exhibit at the Arts Center. 

The Desert Song
Jan. 23–26, 2:30 and 8 p.m.

Disguise, mistaken identity and romance 
capture the imagination in this bold and 
elegant operetta presented by Lyric Stage. 
Music by Sigmund Romberg. Book and lyrics 
by Oscar Hammerstein II, Otto Harbach and 
Frank Mandel. $25-35. Carpenter Hall, Irving 
Arts Center.

ZestFest
Jan. 24-26

One of the largest events in the country 
that showcases the zestiest products on the 
market returns to the Irving Convention 
Center. From ‘mom & pop’ brands to 
industry leaders, ZestFest provides an 
opportunity for companies to put their 
wares in front of not only the consumer, 
but also those in the industry, including 
retail buyers and restaurants. In addition to 
the plethora of zesty products available for 
sampling, ZestFest offers a wide range of 
entertainment throughout the 3-day event.

Dallas Career Fair
Jan. 27, 6–8 p.m.

Meet face to face with multiple decision 
makers hiring for business development, 

sales, and sales management professionals 
across many industries at the Sheraton 
DFW (440 W. John Carpenter Freeway).The 
events are open to experienced professionals 
as well as entry level and recent college 
graduates. This is your chance to meet 
directly with hiring managers.

MasterChef Junior 2 Open Casting Call
Jan.25, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

MASTERCHEF JUNIOR gives talented kids 
between the ages of eight and 13 the 
chance to showcase their culinary ability 
and passion for food through a series of 
delicious challenges. Host and award-
winning Chef Gordon Ramsay is joined by 
restaurateur and winemaker Joe Bastianich 
(Del Posto, Eataly) and acclaimed chef 
Graham Elliot (Graham Elliot Bistro) on 
the MASTERCHEF JUNIOR judging panel. 
This year’s Dallas auditions will be held at 
the Hyatt Regency in downtown Dallas 
(300 Reunion Blvd. Dallas). For the most 
up-to-date audition information, visit www.
masterchefjuniorcasting.com.

Nominations being accepted for 
Teaching Excellence in Financial 
Literacy Award
Through Mar. 31

The Independent Bankers Association 
of Texas (IBAT) announced a call for 
nominations for its Teaching Excellence in 
Financial Literacy Award program. The IBAT 
Education Foundation-hosted program 
recognizes elementary, middle and high 
school teachers who use innovative, fun 
and effective methods to teach financial 
education in the classroom. The Education 
Foundation’s mission is to build financially 
literate communities. Three winners from 
across the state will receive $1,000. To be 
nominated, interested teachers should fill 
out the teacher application form found 
at http://www.ibat.org/foundation, 
then contact IBAT Education Foundation 
President Mary Lange at mlange@ibat.org. 
She will connect the nominee with a local 
community banker who will complete the 
official nomination form.
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Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

By Stephen Fielder
The musical history of the Civil 

War came to life on Sat., Jan. 11 in the 
Central Library Auditorium as The 
Heritage Brass Band of Dallas pre-
sented “Irving Chautauqua: The Rich 
Musical Legacy of the Civil War”–a 
special event, part of “Civil War 150,” 
a national program of remembrance 
for the 150th anniversary of the War 
Between the States.

The Heritage Brass Band is the 
largest historical re-enactment band 
in the Southwest and evokes mili-
tary bands from the Civil War, the 
Indian Wars and World War II. In 
accordance with the theme, the 15 or 
so band members turned out in Con-
federate gray uniforms complete with 
campaign caps and belt buckles and 
played mostly period instruments or 
approximations of them.

Band conductor Larry John-
son enthusiastically introduced the 
modern audience to the “Irving 
Chautauqua” with a brief history of 
the Chautauqua Movement. The first 
Chautauqua was an experimental 
educational conference that con-
vened at Chautauqua Lake, N.Y. in 
1874. The event was a hit. In fact, it 
wasn’t long before entertainers and 
speakers were travelling across the 
United States and Canada as “circuit 

chautauquas” or “tent chautauquas.”
“What we’re going to do is ap-

proach this backwards. We’re going 
to talk about where a lot of American 
music today came from. As you know, 
some of the most widely performed 
patriotic music came out of the Civil 
War–The ‘Battle Hymn of the Re-
public’ and ‘Dixie’ to name just two 
of them–but there are many others. 
The music that came out of the Civil 
War is still very much with us. You 
can go to a band concert today and 
you may hear some of those themes 
in concert music that they play, com-
munity bands, high school bands, 
those songs just keep popping up 
because they are Americana,” John-
son remarked.

Under the direction of Johnson’s 
baton, the band played for more than 
an hour to an auditorium full of ap-
preciative listeners. Their repertoire 
included familiar music like “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home” to 
obscure pieces like a march by Ste-
phen Foster (known for “Camptown 
Races” and “Sewanee River”) called 
“Santa Anna’s Retreat from Buena 
Vista.”

Driving home the point that the 
music of the period is more familiar 
than most of us imagine, Johnson 
introduced and led the band in play-

ing “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp the Boys 
are Marching.” The modern audience 
immediately recognized the tune as 
“Jesus Loves the Little Children.” 
The religious revival that followed 
the Civil War turned many of the old 
military songs into popular hymns.

With a brass band of Confeder-
ate re-enactors closing the perfor-
mance, what would you expect to 
hear? Of course, brass horns led 
a slow, rich, heartfelt rendition of 
“Dixie.”

Band brings Civil War music to life

Chris Wallace and William Correa have been reap-
pointed to the Irving Flood Control District Section III 
(IFCD 3) board of directors by the Irving City Council. 
The reappointment, made at the Council’s Jan. 9 session, 
was unanimous.

Wallace, who serves as the Board’s vice president, 
is president and CEO of the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce. Correa, IFCD 3’s treasurer, is 
CEO of Paragon Project Resources, Inc. The council’s 
reappointment extends both of their terms on the IFCD 
3 board until January of 2016.

“Chris and William have been actively involved in 
the Valley Ranch community for many years and bring 
tremendous value to IFCD 3,” said Kim Andres, Irving 
Flood Control District Section III president. “Their pro-
fessional knowledge and experience align closely with the 
District’s technical mission and focus on providing flood 

control facilities and services within the Valley Ranch 
community. Our board is appreciative of the city council 
for their reappointment of these two individuals.” 

Wallace and Correa will continue to serve with other 
members of the IFCD 3 board of directors, working with 
Kim Andres, IFCD 3 board president; Chris Calvery, IFCD 
3 board secretary and; Dr. Mazhar Islamraja, IFCD 3 
board member at large.

The Irving Flood Control District Section III (IFCD 
3) is responsible for providing flood control facilities 
and operations in Valley Ranch. The District safeguards 
people and enhances the economic value of property by 
constructing and maintaining canals, ponds and other 
natural water management facilities throughout the com-
munity. A publicly funded organization, IFCD 3 is led by a 
five-member board appointed by the Irving City Council.

SOURCE Irving Flood Control District Section III

Council reappoints Flood Control District directors

 Larry Johnson conducts the Heritage Brass Band as it performs popular music from the 19th Century as part of the Civil War 150 
project at the Irving Central Library. / Photo by Stephen Fielder
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threatens a small community of about 
140 families nestled along the canals 
between Red River Trail and Cimar-
ron Trail south of the new boundary. 
Under new guidelines, the western 
portion of this neighborhood would 
attend Lee. One aspect of the neigh-
borhood that residents cherish is their 
ability to walk their children to school 
along the scenic water route.

“They didn’t take into account 
the lifestyle and why people chose to 
live there... You can’t find this com-
munity anywhere in DFW. When you 
have something that unique, you just 
don’t cut it in half. Isn’t that why they 
built it?” asked Meagan Warminski, 
a VRE mother living in the affected 
neighborhood.

Not only does it take the Warm-
inskis an extra 20 minutes to drive 
to VRE instead of taking their first 
grader, Luke, on a seven minute walk 
down the canals that run between 
their home and VRE, but in the course 
of the hustle and bustle of life, the trip 
to school is sometimes the only, rare 
moment of quality time Luke spends 
with his father during the day.

“Why didn’t CISD take the wa-
terway into account and just run it by 
the numbers?” Warminski asked. “...
Cimarron is a good road for a bound-
ary, without taking the character of the 
community into account.”

Headed by the Warminskis, 
parents presented an alternative 
realignment to the School Board on 
Jan. 13 - one that they believe provides 
Lee the necessary number of students 
while keeping the canal neighborhood 
intact. They propose extending the 
southern border to Red River Trail.

Under this plan, two thirds of 
the families affected by the District’s 
original plan will still transition to Lee. 
These families, they reason, would 
have to drive their children to school 
regardless of which boundary they 
fall in. The third that is close to VRE, 
however, specifically those families 
clustered around the canals, would be 
allowed to stay at their original school. 
Parents at VRE say this plan not only 
benefits them but allows certain 
families between of Cliffside Dr. and 
Ranchview Dr. to remain at Austin.

Although Grant sympathized 
with families’ desire to remain within 
their original boundary and stressed 
that CISD is taking all steps to mini-

mize friction caused by the shift, he 
admitted that some disruption is 
inevitable.

“The redrawing of boundary lines 
resulting in students being zoned to a 
different school is a very emotional 
and difficult decision for our Board of 
Trustees... Some students must ulti-
mately be affected. That is, if students 
in the proposed plan are allowed to 
remain at their current campus, then 
students in another neighborhood 
would have to be realigned to different 
schools in order to balance the enroll-
ment numbers and populate the new 
school,” Grant wrote.

He also maintained that parents’ 
suggestion to designate Lee as a 
magnet or “choice” school does not, 
in itself, solve the problem of over-
population.

“...It would require other neigh-
borhoods in the proposed Valley 
Ranch attendance zone to be rezoned 
to other schools. Plus, Lee elementary 
would potentially be underutilized 
over the first five years,” Grant wrote.

Although CISD and residents are 
at odds over this issue, Grant remains 
certain that as the District grows over 
the next seven or eight years, walkable 
neighborhoods will remain an essen-
tial feature in the community. 

When completed, Lee will be ac-
cessible via walking and biking trails 
to neighborhoods that do not cur-
rently have any schools within walking 
range, and he also foresees the District 
constructing another elementary 
school in the area.

Contrary to concerns that Lee 
would only be accessible for the first 
year from the Coppell side of Belt 
Line Rd., there will be an entrance off 
Ranch Trail across from Lost Canyon 
Rd. In fact, the entrance from Belt 
Line Rd. is not expected to be opened 
until development at Cypress Waters 
is completed. Furthermore, Grant fur-
ther assuaged fears that current VRE 
students will not replaced with oth-
ers from more northerly attendance 
boundaries.

Lastly, Grant wrote that the 
Board of Trustees has taken the 
parents’ petition into account and is 
reviewing it, pending their final deci-
sion on Feb. 24.

On one hand, the realignment 
threatens families who are already 
living in the community who have a 
walking culture encouraged by cities 
and school districts across the country. 
Parents like Warminski meet their 
children at school before strolling to 
the library or grabbing a snack at the 
local coffee shop–the ability to do so 
was an essential part of their decision 
to move to Valley Ranch and become 
part of CISD.

However, the predicament they 
find themselves in is a natural one. 
The small, “community” feel that 
made CISD desirable has attracted so 
many people that it appears in danger 
of losing its character. The question 
becomes whether or not a compro-
mise can be reached that maintains a 
small-town feel as the area inevitably 
becomes part of the big city.

SEND US YOUR COMMENTS
The Irving Rambler welcomes your input, 

letters, comments — good as well as bad — and opinions.
If you would like to see your ideas in print, 

please email them to the managing editor at
philc@ramblernewspapers.net

or mail them to:
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731,

Irving, Texas 75017
Re: Letters to the Editor

Realignment
Continued from Page 1

The Irving Police Department 
(IPD) is one of 100 police agencies 
nationwide selected to participate in a 
research project through the National 
Police Research Platform at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). 

The first phase of the project 
involved a two-part survey of police 
employees. The second phase will fo-
cus on citizens who have had contacts 
with police employees. As part of the 
National Police Research Platform’s 
Community Interaction (PCI) Survey, 
individuals who had interactions with 
IPD employees will soon be able to 
rate the level of service they received 
during those contacts. The survey is 
designed to collect information that 
could help improve police procedures 
and approaches in Irving, and other 
jurisdictions around the country.

Participation in the survey will 
be simple. As police reports are filed, 
a letter will be sent to community 
members asking them to take a sur-
vey relating to their police contact. 
The survey is available in English 

and Spanish and can be taken either 
online or by telephone. Police en-
counters that involve traffic accidents 
and stops, as well as most non-violent 
crimes, will be part of the survey; 
however, contacts that result from 
domestic violence, sexual assault, or 
involve juveniles will not be surveyed.

“No one asked to participate in 
the survey should be concerned that 
the information collected could be 
used in other ways. None of the sur-
vey information will be collected by 
the Irving Police Department,” said 
Jeff Spivey, an Assistant Chief with 
the police department.

All survey responses will be 
managed by the UIC researchers. The 
results provided to the IPD will not in-
clude any information identifying the 
individual responding to the survey 
or the officer involved in the contact. 

If you have any questions regard-
ing the project, contact the National 
Police Platform Staff at 312-996-0764 
or at uicnprp@gmail.com.

SOURCE Irving Police Department

More than two decades ago, Dr. Wright Lassiter, 
Jr. led the way in higher education by agreeing to 
establish a middle college on the downtown campus 
of El Centro College in cooperation with the Dallas 
Independent School District. The goal of the middle 
college was to provide opportunities for at-risk high 
school students to earn their diplomas as well as col-
lege credit that would transfer to one of Dallas County 
Community College District’s (DCCCD) institutions.

That vision grew–in spite of initial objections from 
some faculty members who were wary of teaching high 
school students in their college credit courses–and, 25 
years later, that middle school has been re-christened 
the Wright L. Lassiter Jr. Early College High School at 
El Centro College. A special naming ceremony, planned 
and presented by students who attend the school, 
was held at the end of the fall 2013 semester during 
Homecoming week to honor Lassiter, who served as 
the president of El Centro when the middle college 
was created and who will retire in February 2014 as 
the sixth chancellor of DCCCD.

“During those first days on campus, our middle 
college students were on television, saying ‘We are 
now college students.’ We all took a risk. We told the 
students that they had to be willing to work to find the 
prize–education,” Lassiter recalled.

The theater auditorium at El Centro was filled 
with faculty and staff members, dignitaries and, most 
importantly, students currently attending the early col-
lege high school who paid tribute to the person whose 
efforts to champion education have provided them 
with opportunities for growth and success. A number 
of students read quotes from many of Lassiter’s pub-
lished works, highlighting the gifts of education, labor, 
family and faith.

“The faculty and students respect him. Dr. Las-
siter’s authority comes from humanity, humility and 
groundedness,” said Eric Markinson, the school’s 
principal.

”Dallas ISD’s partnerships with higher education–
including El Centro, the University of North Texas at 
Dallas and ‘Lassiter College’–is good for students. Dr. 
Lassiter has made it possible for students to come here 
to do both high school and college work and to earn a 
high school diploma and an associate’s degree. He is 
a gentle giant who has paved the way for so many of 
us to go to college,” said Dr. Lew Blackburn, first vice 
president of the Dallas ISD board of trustees, as he paid 
tribute to Lassiter and advised students “to stand on 
his (Lassiter’s) shoulders and help others, too.”

“Dr. Lassiter represents everything that the early 
college high school has been noted for. He had the 
vision and courage to say that high school students 
could be on his college campus, surrounded by college 
students, and that they could attend college. Thank 
you, Dr. Lassiter, for setting a path for others,” said Dr. 
Mike Miles, Dallas ISD’s superintendent, stressing the 
importance of college and career readiness.

Miles also directly addressed the students in the 
audience.

“Find the intelligence that’s already within you, 
continue to have a heart and have the courage to fol-
low your vision like Dr. Lassiter followed his,” he said.

Jerry Prater, chair of the DCCCD board of trust-
ees, also congratulated Dr. Lassiter on his success. “I 
am here to honor Dr. Lassiter on behalf of the Dallas 
County Community College District’s board of trustees 
and to the past and present students at the Wright Las-
siter Early College High School,” he said and added to 
students, “You will succeed if you have persistence.”

Students who spoke throughout the event pre-
sented Lassiter with a Wright L. Lassiter Jr. Early 
College High School T-shirt, a lanyard and his own ID. 

The DCCCD Foundation will administer the 
new Wright L. Lassiter Jr. Early College High School 
Scholarship, which was announced at the conclusion 
of the event.

SOURCE Dallas County Community College District

SAN ANTONIO – Applications 
for the 2014 All American Scholar 
Program, sponsored by Catholic 
Life Insurance, are now available 
and must be received no later than 
March 1, 2014.

The All American Scholar Pro-
gram awards 35 non-renewable 
college scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each to graduating high 
school seniors. Applicants must be 
Catholic Life Insurance members 
who will be enrolled in a private or 
public college, university or trade 
school for the upcoming fall semes-
ter. The scholarships are granted 
to those students whose academic 

achievements, leadership skills and 
community service experiences set 
them apart from the others.

Application forms may be down-
loaded from the company website at 
www.cliu.com. For more informa-
tion, please contact Briana Frantz in 
the Communications Department at 
(800) 292-2548 or (210) 828-9921 
ext. 141.

Send your completed applica-
tion package to:

Catholic Life Insurance
Attn: All American Scholar Award
PO Box 659527
San Antonio, TX 78265

SOURCE: Catholic Life Insurance

School renamed for education pioneer Irving participates in survey
to improve police interactions

All American Scholarship deadline is March 1
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By MonaLisa Como
If you’ve been following the busi-

ness headlines as of late, you may 
have noticed some prognostications 
that 2014 will be the year the U.S. 
economy hits, and surpasses, its pre-
recession peak.

That’s certainly encouraging to 
read. But as we’ve seen in past years, 
it is around the year’s end that econo-
mists are apt to don rose-colored 
glasses, almost as if they believe by 
wishing for better times, they can 
make that reality come to pass.

That said, it is certainly true that 
many economic indicators are posi-
tive, both here in the U.S. and abroad. 
But other considerations should tem-
per our collective outlook on what the 
recovery will look like in 2014.

At the top of the list is the recent 
decision by the U.S. Federal Reserve 
to begin rolling back its bond pur-
chases (to the tune of $10 billion a 
month, from $85 billion to $75 bil-
lion). It is encouraging in that some of 
the biggest minds thinking about our 
nation’s economy feel we are turning 
the corner. However, even this seem-
ingly slight change in policy will have 
definite implications going forward.

The Fed’s bond buying was 
originally intended to stimulate the 
economy by keeping interest rates 
low on loans of all types, from mort-
gages to business loans. With the 
change in Fed policy, rates are rising, 
which will place pressure on markets 
already dealing with all the travails of 
a down economy. In anticipation of 
the Fed’s “taper,” the average interest 
rate on a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 
is now about 4.5 percent – about a full 
percent higher than it was a year ago, 
and likely to go up from there.

The same facts are true when it 
comes to business loans. Banks re-
main very conservative in their loan-
making decisions, meaning many 
would-be small businesses never get 
the chance to make key investments, 
or have to resort to operating off 
of credit cards. In November, large 
banks approved just 17.4 percent of 

loan applications. Before the reces-
sion, banks approved more loans 
than they turned away.

Add to that the fact many banks 
have been slow to embrace new tech-
nologies. That, and continuing dys-
function in Washington that forces 
businesses, lenders and consumers 
alike to wonder what government 
programs will still be in place come 
tomorrow.

These factors are partly why the 
alternative-lending marketplace was 
one of the fastest growing sectors of 
the financial industry in 2013, and 
given the environment described 
above, there is little reason that trajec-
tory will change in the coming year.

Commercial finance brokerage 
firms don’t approve or turn down 
loans as they come across the desk. 
They work with businesses to connect 
owners with the right lenders. If the 
firm can’t find a solution that works 
for all sides, it doesn’t get paid.

Large businesses have CFOs 
and financial departments that map 
out fiscal plans and capital strate-
gies. That’s something small- and 
medium-sized businesses just can’t 
do, so having a financial partner 
working in their best interest can be 
an invaluable resource. There are 
many different types of financing 
commercial lenders work with, in-
cluding but not limited to real estate 
loans, equipment leasing, accounts 
receivable financing, bridge and hard 
money loans, business acquisition 
financing and more.

The flexibility and personalized 
service offered by a commercial fi-
nance brokerage firm, combined with 
the present economic climate, means 
that even more businesses will be 
looking away from banks and credit 
unions in 2014.I predict this sector of 
the financial market will continue to 
be one to watch for the coming year.

MonaLisa Como is the President of 
Irving-based InterPares Capital, which 
offers businesses a broad portfolio of 
financial products and capital solutions.

By Lee H. Hamilton
Of all the numbers thrown at 

us over the course of last year, one 
stands out for me. I hope we can 
avoid repeating it this year.

That number is 12. It’s the per-
centage of Americans in a December 
Quinnipiac poll who said they trust 
the government in Washington to do 
what is right most or all of the time. 
It’s a depressingly small number — 
especially compared to the 41 percent 
who say they “hardly ever” trust 
the government. This meshes with 
recent polls that echo a bleak truth: 
trust in government is at historically 
low levels.

That’s not all, though. Ameri-
cans are feeling vulnerable and 
highly distrustful of both government 
and private-sector prying. More 
worrisome, a few months ago an AP 
poll found that fewer than a third of 
Americans trust one another. The 
poll’s message is clear: our society is 
in the midst of a crisis in trust.

This might seem like a touchy-
feely concern, but it’s not. Trust is 
essential to our political system and 
our way of life. The belief that people 
and institutions will do what they 
say they will do is the coin of the 
realm in our society. It is what allows 
people to work together — in their 
daily interactions with others and in 
their communities, legislatures and 
Congress. Negotiation, compromise, 
collegiality, and the mechanisms our 

complex and diverse society depends 
on are impossible without trust. 
Trust is one of the medley of virtues 
that have allowed our institutions 
to develop and prosper, along with 
honesty, competence, responsibility, 
and civility.

A breakdown in trust between 
Congress and the executive branch 
invariably brings problems: the 
turmoil of the Vietnam War era, 
Watergate, Iran-Contra, our current 
budget travails. A society-wide lack 
of trust imposes real costs. It makes 
the drafting of laws and their imple-
mentation extremely difficult: gov-
ernment becomes more expensive 
because it requires more emphasis 
on regulations and enforcement.

In fact, you could argue that we 
see all around us the results of our 
trust deficit. Government dysfunc-
tion, an economy performing below 
its potential, public officials’ scandals 
and misdeeds, trusted institutions’ 
willingness to skirt the law and 
standards of good conduct, our so-
cial safety net under attack because 
people mistrust recipients — all of 
these speak to a society struggling as 
trust weakens.

Yet here’s a question. Do the 
polls match your experience? In my 
case, they do not. Trust still figures 
in my dealings with institutions 
and individuals, most of whom are 
good people trying to live a decent 
life and to be helpful to others. They 

deal with one another honorably 
and with care. I’m convinced that 
this is because, no matter what the 
polls say at the moment, the habits 
instilled by parents, schools, and a 
vast number of public and private 
institutions do not just disappear.

These habits include the experi-
ence of grappling with the challenges 
that representative democracy 
throws at us — and they serve as a 
reminder that we need trust in one 
another to make our national experi-
ment in representative government 
work.

As idealistic or even naive as 
this may sound, we need to work 
toward more trust among our people 
and between people and their gov-
ernment. Some new laws might help, 
but the challenge is more basic than 
law can address. Higher standards 
of conduct at all levels of American 
life must become the norm. Trust 
may have weakened, but most of us 
do not see or experience a corrupt 
America. Even as we have become a 
larger, more diverse nation, a sense 
of community remains crucially 
important to make this country safe 
and secure for ourselves and our 
children.

We cannot take for granted our 
success at self-government over the 
centuries: the only invisible hand 
guiding and preserving our institu-
tions is our collective will.

Events in recent years have 
given us plenty of reason to be dis-
trustful. Clearly, healthy skepticism 
is warranted in the wake of the NSA 
revelations, the problems with the 
rollout of the Affordable Care Act, 
and other evidence of both govern-
ment and corporate misbehavior. In 
the end, however, “trust but verify” is 
still the golden standard. Our ability 
to function and move forward as a 
society rests on trust. Think about it.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center 
on Congress at Indiana University. 
He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

OPINION

LAS VEGAS – The cost of at-
tending college rose 60 percent over 
the last decade, and the average stu-
dent loan debt for the class of 2012 
is almost $30,000 with only half of 
recent college grads landing a full-
time job after graduation. To cope 
with rising expenses, many students 
are thinking outside the box, they get 
themselves a Sugar Daddy.

That’s right, the pejorative 
moniker you have not heard since 
you watched blaxsploitation flicks 
in the 70s has cycled back into style 
like retro fashion trends.

Over 1 million college students 
now make up more than 42 percent 
of the total sugar baby member-
ship on SeekingArrangment.com, a 
popular website that connects young 
people–usually women (Sugar Ba-
bies)–with older, wealthy individu-
als–usually men (Sugar Daddies). In 
these pseudo-official relationships, 
companionship, primarily but not 
exclusively of a sexual nature, is re-
ciprocated with gifts and money. The 
average college Sugar Baby receives 
approximately $3,000 of money and 
gifts per month in allowances and 
gifts from her Sugar Daddy. 

SeekingArrangement.com re-
leased its annual list of the “Top 
20 Fastest Growing Sugar Baby 
Schools,” where five of Texas’ col-
leges ranked among the “Top Fastest 
Growing Sugar Baby Schools” where 
female co-eds use Sugar Daddies 
to pay for their education: Texas 

State University (#10), University 
of North Texas (#24), Texas at Aus-
tin (#30), University of Texas at 
Arlington (#55), and University of 
Houston (#68).

“Why hope for financial aid 
when you can guarantee it with a 
Sugar Daddy?” said Brandon Wade, 
founder and CEO of SeekingAr-
rangement.com. “Student loans 
lead to endless debt, which amounts 
to more than a new graduate can 
handle. Sugar Scholarships provide 
real solutions to the problem of stu-
dent debts.”

The Top 20 Fastest Growing 
Sugar Baby Schools Based on Num-
ber of New Sign-Ups:

1. University of Central Florida - 474
2. Arizona State University - 409
3. New York University - 347
4. Georgia State University - 269
5. Temple University - 251
6. University of Colorado - 232
7. Kent State University - 219
8. University of Southern California - 211
9. University of California, Davis - 192
10. Texas State University - 189
11. University of Georgia - 185
12. Florida International University - 184
13. University of South Florida - 171
14. University of Arizona - 165
15. University of California, Berkeley - 153
16. University of New Mexico - 148
17. Tulane University - 137
18. Indiana University - 122
19. Michigan State University - 117
20. Louisiana State University – 113

SOURCE SeekingArrangement.com

customers on the company’s web-
site, as follows: “While TXU Energy 
may send messages to customers 
or former customers for various 
reasons, TXU Energy will never ask 
for personal information in an email 
unless you are currently working 
with the TXU Energy Fraud Pre-
vention Team … nor will we request 
that you update your information 
through means other than txu.com 
or one of our Customer Care Repre-
sentatives.”

“TXU Energy has had a dedi-
cated Fraud Management Team on 
staff for the last 10 years, working 
to educate consumers about vari-
ous fraudulent schemes and to help 
protect customers against ever be-
coming a victim of one,” said Lauren 
Little, a spokesperson for TXU. “In 
the event that a customer becomes 
a victim of identity theft, which is 
an unfortunate possibility as these 

crimes become increasingly frequent 
and sophisticated in the utility mar-
ket, our Fraud Team works diligently 
and daily to work with victims in a 
timely and effective manner. They 
also work directly with federal and 
local law enforcement to prosecute 
perpetrators.”

So if there is the slightest suspi-
cion that an email might be fraudu-
lent, it is better to be cautious. Here 
are some tips from TXU on fraud 
awareness.
•	 Ignore emails asking for per-
sonal information, including ac-
count numbers, passwords or other 
personal information.
•	 Don’t click on any suspicious 
links contained within these emails.
•	 Ensure that all of your online 
passwords are unique and not easy 
to guess (birthday, pet’s name, etc.)
•	 Set a fraud alert on your credit 
reports, and review the reports for 
signs of fraud.
•	 Close the accounts that you 
know or believe have been tampered 
with or opened fraudulently.

Scam warning
Continued from Page 1

Comments on Congress

Trust . . . but definitely verify
Picture still far from rosy
for small businesses

Texas students look to ‘sugar 
daddies’ for college tuition
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resident will be guaranteed a job if he 
or she is unable to find one, whether 
from the city or from local businesses 
who are sympathetic to the organiza-
tion’s cause. 

These requirements will help to 
break the cycle that Johnston believes 
is at the center of poverty and teen 
homelessness.

“Some of it [has to do with] lack 
of financial knowledge, that comes 
into the mix,” she said. “It can be 
cyclical. If you don’t know, then you 
don’t teach… It’s [about] financial 
literacy.” That cycle is only abetted 
by an unstable family life. Most of 
the teens Johnston has encountered 
have been turned out of their homes 
by their own parents, usually at the 
behest of a step parent. “The main 
reason [for teen homelessness] is 
the selfish, sinful choices of the par-
ents. They’re choosing boyfriends or 
girlfriends or stepmothers or stepfa-
thers over their children,” she said. 
Many of the parents are junkies or 
alcoholics.

Johnston says she has encoun-
tered hundreds of pregnant teens in 
her work. Teenage pregnancy only 
continues the cycle of poverty, she 
said. 

According to Johnston, Irving 
has the best charitable base in the 
metroplex. “If you [give] an outcry 
[and] people find out that there’s a 
need, [then] Irving is the best sub-
urb,” she said. “People come together, 
they donate… We’re talking about the 
poorest to the most affluent. People 
give when they find out.”

She recently competed in Ma-
puto, Mozambique, Africa with the 
Nigerian national team in the 23rd 
Afrobasket for Women tournament. 
Sweet J has been a member of the Ni-
gerian national team since 2007. Her 
parents are from Nigeria but moved 
to the U.S. before she was born.

As a member of the Texas State 
University’s basketball team, Sweet 
J was the fifth player in the school’s 
history to record over 1500 points 
and 600 rebounds. She was named 
Southland Conference Player of the 
Year and Student Athlete of the Year 
in 2008, when she averaged 18.7 
points per page and led the school to 
its first postseason win in program 
history in the Women’s NIT, hitting 

the game-winning shot. Showcas-
ing her shooting range, she made a 
school-record 82 three-pointers her 
senior year and finished third in the 
2008 College 3-Point Championship.

Sweet J’s love of basketball can 
be traced back to her days on the 
playground when she was 10. She 
remembers watching the older guys 
play and trying to mimic their moves. 
Playing basketball became something 
she couldn’t go a day without doing.

Off the court, Sweet J enjoys 
skating, movies and music. Besides 
the Harlem Globetrotters, her fa-
vorite sports teams are the Dallas 
Mavericks and the Los Angeles Clip-
pers. She has a crush on Channing 
Tatum, but she is terrified of spiders. 
Other things that people may not 
know about her are that she is an 
only child, she can roll her stomach 
and she can’t swim–which made the 

coolest experience she’s ever had of 
jet skiing on the Mediterranean Sea 
quite scary. Besides learning how to 
swim, she would also like to learn 
how to play the piano.

Sweet J is proud to be part of an 
organization that provides family en-
tertainment and a positive influence 
to youths, such as when she and her 
female teammates, TNT Maddox and 
T-Time Brawner, became registered 
as Adult Girl Scouts.

Sweet J will be the only female 
on the roster in Dallas when she leads 
the Globetrotters into American Air-
lines Center on Saturday, Feb. 1 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m.

Sweet J is unique in many ways, 
and now being a member of the 
Harlem Globetrotters can be added 
to that list. She hopes it will show 
young girls that anything is possible.

SOURCE Harlem Globetrotters

organization, and its mission is as 
crucial today as it ever was. Director 
Ron Krauss lived at the shelter for a 
year, getting to know the girls person-
ally and listening to their stories in 
order to create an honest portrayal 
of the emotional turmoil that results 
from the instability and insecurity of 
homelessness.

Several Sources was founded 
by Kathy DiFiore in 1981 when 
she started sheltering homeless, 
pregnant young women in her own 
house. She herself had been in their 
shoes when she was a teenager. After 
coming into financial stability, she 
was inspired to reach out to teens in 
need. The state of New Jersey tried 
to shut down her shelter under the 
pretense that she was running an 
illegal boarding house. Determined 
to continue her mission, DiFiore 
reached out to Mother Teresa, and 
together they fought the state and 
changed the law. Not only did DiFiore 
keep her shelter open, but she broad-
ened her organization to include four 
more sanctuaries in the Newark and 
New York area as well. She has since 
been recognized by the UN and by 
President Ronald Reagan for her 
inspiring work.

When Krauss came along, de-
termined to depict her work in a 
film, DiFiore was leery at first. She 
did not want to aggrandize herself 
or her accomplishments, but after 
Krauss made his case she decided 
that his work could make a real dif-
ference and perhaps even motivate 
others to start their own shelters, just 
as she had.

Krauss expected to make a 
small, low profile indie film, but 
when Vanessa Hudgens came along 
and practically begged for the part, 
he realized he could have something 
even bigger and more influential on 
his hands.

The story inspired Hudgens. She 
was determined to take a crack at it, 
and Gimme Shelter has proven to be 
her most difficult role so far, taking 
her to emotional places she had never 
been before. Hudgens, much like 
Krauss, lived at the shelter for three 
weeks, making friends with the girls 
and getting herself into the mindset 
of someone who has lived on the 
streets and suffered rejection from 
family and friends. Furthermore, 
homelessness was already an impor-
tant part of Hudgens’ life.

“I had a friend who kind of 
helped me growing up in the busi-
ness, driving me to auditions and 

coaching me, and she was actually 
homeless at the age of 16. So this story 
really mirrors her life in that sense, 
and at the time, I wasn’t conscious 
of it but looking back at it now, I see 
where it resonates,” the actress said.

Hudgens hopes the film will be 
an inspiration to others and provide 
an opportunity for the audience to 
look inside themselves and question 
their own attitudes.

“[The film] really sheds light on 
the fact that it’s really easy for people 
to make snap judgments [about] 
people based on their circumstances 
or the way that they look, but you 
come to realize that they are human 
beings and need help, and we can give 
it to them,” she said.

Many of the girls acting in the 
movie are real-life inhabitants of the 
shelter. Krauss said he did this to 
enhance the emotional honesty of the 
movie and to lend a documentary-
like feel to film.

Several Sources shelter is a Cath-
olic organization, and the film is full 
of religious and pro-life themes. This 
aspect of the film developed into an 
obstacle in its creation, including the 
loss of key crew members throughout 
the production.

“People wanted no part of [it],” 
he said. “It just wasn’t a film for them. 
It wasn’t Spider-Man or something… 
There were babies and mothers and 
religious themes. Imagine trying to 
make a film where you were losing 
half your crew like every week… It 
was all about the money for them.”

Some of the crew members were 
so antagonistic, that they slashed 
DiFiore’s tires multiple times. This 
became a major problem when one 
of her pregnant tenants went into 
labor, and she had to drive the girl to 
the hospital on the rims of her wheels.

The main theme of the film, 
however, is the emotional disparity 
that can result from economic ruin, 
not religion or even teen pregnancy. 
When Krauss started working on the 
project, the United States was still in 
the depths of the recession.

“(The Recession redefined 
homelessness from) the home-
less drunk in the alley, to anyone,” 
Krauss said, explaining how poverty 
extended even to seemingly normal 
Americans who have run into bad 
luck. Even now, as Americans still 
reel from the effects of the recession, 
homelessness remains a big problem.

The current volatile and contin-
ually changing economic and social 
landscape leads to an even bigger 
dilemma in Krauss’ mind: What is 
the definition of family today? In 
the film, Brendan Fraser’s seem-
ingly perfect family, which typifies 

the American dream, stands as a foil 
to the abusive, single-parent home 
the character of Apple comes from, 
as well to the unconventional, loving 
and inclusive family she eventually 
finds in the shelter.

The film should resonate no-
where better than Irving, where 
over a thousand children and teens 
are homeless. Almost 200 high 
school students in Irving ISD are on 
the streets or without a permanent 
home. However, this only accounts 
for a quarter of the homeless teens in 
the city, most of whom do not attend 
school. A third of homeless teens are 
drawn into human trafficking and 
sexual slavery within 48 hours of 
their being on the street, conditions 
which result in a life expectancy of 
only seven years. 

Thankfully, someone is stand-
ing up for the neglected here in our 
community. Sharon Johnston is an 
impassioned activist for homeless 
teens. She is one of five members of 
the Advocacy for Homeless Teens, an 
organization that works with the city 
to conquer the problem of teen home-
lessness. She also founded the Main 
Place, a facility that dresses homeless 
or near homeless teens for free. 

The Advocacy’s next project 
is a residential center for homeless 
teens, in collaboration with the La 
Buena Vida foundation, an organiza-
tion devoted to improving the lives 
of underprivileged students. The 
two organizations were conferred a 
$154,000 grant in December for the 
center’s construction and develop-
ment. Johnston emphasized that 
the new center is not a homeless 
shelter. It allows a more permanent 
solution for teens that are looking 
for a place to live. However, there 
are certain rules that are in place for 
the residents. All residents must go 
to school and must have a job. Any 

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery
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Nolan recognized 
as teacher of the year
Parrish Nolan, a fourth grade teacher 
at Valley Ranch Elementary, won 
teacher of the year for the 11th year 
running. Nolan has proven herself 
as an outstanding creative teacher 
who provides an engaging learning 
environment for all of her students. 
Not only has Parrish embraced 
and successfully implemented 
project-based learning, but she 
has complemented the curriculum 
by integrating technology in her 
classroom. / Photo by Tricia Houston

SOURCE Valley Ranch Elementary

While many are settling back 
into regular routines after the holiday 
break, a group of registered nurses 
from across the country are starting 
the New Year by preparing for their 
deployment to the Philippines where 
they will provide medical support for 
those who continue to be affected by 
the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan/
Yolanda.

The fifth team of RN volunteers, 
part of the National Nurses United’s 
Registered Nurse Response Network 
departed on Wed., Jan. 15 to Roxas 
City on the northern end of the island 
of Panay, which was in the direct path 
of the storm.

The team includes RNs from 
New York, Minnesota, Texas, and 
California. They are among the 3,000 
RNs from all 50 states and 19 nations 
who volunteered in the days after the 
deadly storm to assist with the relief 
project.

The super typhoon killed over 
six thousand people, left almost 
two thousand missing and 4 million 
either homeless or with damaged 
homes.

“Now that the world is no longer 
focused on the devastation in the 
Philippines, it is even more important 
that we continue to lend our support,” 
said Bonnie Castillo, RN, director of 
RNRN. “We are working closely with 
our sister organization in the Philip-
pines, the Alliance of Health Work-
ers, to determine the most effective 
ways that we can be of assistance.”

The Alliance of Health Workers 
and National Nurses United are both 
members of Global Nurses United, an 
international network of nurses’ or-
ganizations established last summer.

“Probably like most RN’s who 
apply to go, I feel compelled in my 

heart and gut to take care of people in 
a disaster area as soon as possible. It’s 
part of our DNA,” said David Abeles, 
an RN at Arise Austin Medical Center 
in Austin Texas.

Volunteer, Ireneo Jore, an RN 
at Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York 
City, moved to the United States from 
Roxas City, where he practiced as a 
family physician. 

“I am glad to be part of this op-
portunity to help the victims of this 
horrific calamity in my own home 
town,” Jore said. He has 10 siblings, 
five of whom live in Roxas City and 
lost their homes in the disaster.

“I expect that many of the prob-
lems we will encounter will be related 
to the lack of preventive medical care 
prior to the disaster,” said Diane Mc-
Clure, an RN at Kaiser Permanente 
South Sacramento Medical Center in 
Sacramento, CA, who volunteered in 
Haiti after the earthquake in 2011. “I 
am very happy to volunteer through 
RNRN because it’s well organized 
and understands the needs of the 
people.” 

Jore, Abeles and the others who 
departed this week will follow in the 
footsteps of the RNRN volunteers 
who have been providing basic medi-
cal care at rotating mobile clinics, in a 
ruined chapel, school, gym and other 
temporary settings as well as at a city 
health clinic in and around Roxas, 
and other sites in the Philippines.

The RNRN volunteers have 
worked in conjunction with local 
public health officials, physicians, a 
church and other community sup-
porters to provide wound care, giv-
ing tetanus and other shots, offering 
critical stress debriefings as well as 
other basic care.

SOURCE National Nurses United

Fifth grader Jacob Paek won the school-level com-
petition of the 26th annual National Geographic Bee at 
Valley Ranch Elementary (VRE) on Jan. 9. 

Every year, the National Geographic Society gives el-
ementary students the opportunity to win a $50,000 col-
lege scholarship based on their knowledge of geography. 
Eight fourth and fifth grade finalists competed in seven 
preliminary rounds for the chance to represent their 
homeroom in the final round where they answered oral 

and written questions on geography. As VRE’s finalist, 
Paek will take a written test to qualify for the state-level 
competition, from where the top scorers will advance 
to the national championship rounds. The first place 
national winner will receive a $50,000 college scholar-
ship, a lifetime membership to the National Geographic 
Society and a trip to the Galapagos Islands, courtesy of 
Lindblad Expeditions and National Geographic.

SOURCE Valley Ranch Elementary

Teens
Continued from Page 1

Globetrotter
Continued from Page 1

Nurses start 2014 with fifth 
deployment to Philippines

Student moves closer to scholarship

Fourth and fifth grade finalist competed at the school level as part of the National Geographic Bee, a national geography contest 
sponsored by the popular magazine publisher. (Left to right) Adrianna Erichsen 4B, Matty Morgan 4D, Jacob Paek 5A, Grace Barry 
4A, Hannah Shen 5C, Naman Goyal 4C, Akshat Talathi 5B, Brianna Perez 5D. / Photo courtesy of Valley Ranch Elementary
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving, TX 75061

www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

UNITY CHURCH OF IRVING
210 Virginia St., 

Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &

 Children's Church

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

Dec. 21

Dec. 28

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

UNITED METHODIST

To place an ad in the
 worship section,

please call 
972-870-1992
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- Town Homes -
- Fenced-in Backyards -

- Stainless Steel Appliances -
- Faux Wood Floors -

- Sparkling Pool -
- Fitness Center -

- Business Center -
- Outdoor Fireplace -

- Vaulted Ceilings -

A
V
valon
illas

Call Today! 
1-855-890-6373

4447 Rainier Street, Irving, Tx 75062

s -ssssesssses -e We provide the 
comforts you deserve!  

From a wide range 
of community amenities 

to customizable 
interior features.

Customize
your

Home!

1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes 
Just minutes from DFW airport!

Free Rent 
thru Dec. 31st

Call Today! 
1-855-890-6373
4447 Rainier Street, Irving, Tx 75062

We provide the 
comforts you deserve!  

From a wide range 
of community amenities 

to customizable 
interior features.

Start your
New Year
In Style!

A Vvalon illas

- Fenced-in Backyards -
- Stainless Steel Appliances -

- Faux Wood Floors -
- Sparkling Pool -
- Fitness Center -

- Business Center -
- Outdoor Fireplace -

- Vaulted Ceilings -

WORSHIP

“If it was never new, and it never 
gets old, then it’s a folk song.” This 
quote from the new drama Inside 
Llewyn Davis, written and direct-

ed by the Coen 
Brothers, sums 
up not only the 
style of the film 
but the longevity 
of it as well. Some 
m o v i e s  h a v e 
a timeless na-
ture about them 
where the char-
acters, music, and 
cinematography 
flow through the 
ages. This is one 
such endeavor.

Llewyn Da-
vis (Oscar Isaac) is a young folk singer 
in 1961’s Greenwich Village. He has 
a great talent; sadly no one seems to 
notice. He is sold out to the purity of 
the genre and will sacrifice anything 
to make it. This film captures a week 
in his troubled, troubadour life. He 

has to deal with relationships, club 
owners, and naysayers yet the spirit 
of the film is as striking and at times 
uplifting as the music that engulfs it.

Bringing T-Bone Burnett on as 
the film’s executive music producer 
was a must for a project like this. 
Burnett’s career includes stints with 
artists such as Bob Dylan and Alison 
Krauss, and he won a Grammy work-
ing with the Coens on O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?. Burnett’s ability to 
produce songs and have them tell a 
story gives this movie wings. You can 
pop in the soundtrack and visualize 
each and every scene it was attached 
to. Burnett utilizes some current 
artists such as Marcus Mumford, 
Punch Brothers, Justin Timberlake 
alongside Isaac. This is a movie about 
musicians so each note had to be 
authentic, or the believability would 
go straight out the window.

This reminds me most of the 
Coen’s earlier hit, O Brother, Where 
Art Thou?. That film too had a strong 
musical undertow that made it spe-
cial. Also this one has some odd ball 
characters that give the drama almost 
a fairytale feel. It is a heavy movie 
but often made lighter by dialogue, 
from solid performances by Carey 
Mulligan, John Goodman and Justin 
Timberlake, that peppers the film. 
Isaac delivers an award worthy per-

formance in the acting and singing 
category. He not only captures the 
feel of the 60’s and the beatnik vibe, 
but when he opens his mouth to sing, 
he conveys all the pain and sorrow of 
a man trying to find his place in life.

Inside Llewyn Davis is rated R 
for language, including some sexual 
references. It is an adult film but not 
an offensive film, and if you consider 
yourself an appreciator of music this 
is a must see. The soundtrack is a 

must own as well; I give it 4.5 out of 
5 stacks of vinyl. The Coen Brothers 
are a different breed, but once you 
get into the groove of what they are 
saying you will find something special 
every time. If you are not a fan of their 
style of writing and directing, this one 
may frustrate you a bit. There are no 
tidy little bows or predictability. That 
in itself is music to the ears.

2014 Mungleshow Productions. 

All rights reserved. 

Unlikely heroes, Americana return in Coen Brothers’ new film

Inside Llewyn Davis II: Oscar Isaac and Justin Timberlake (left to right) in Joel and Ethan 
Coen’s INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS. / Photo: Alison Rosa. ©2012 Long Strange Trip LLC.

MATT 
MUNgLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 
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972-870-1992

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

HOME REPAIR

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

Home 
delivery 
carrier 
Needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
   willingness to learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call	Tammy	Pompa	
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS at 972-870-1992 for more information.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed	responses	in	the	Purchasing	Division,	
1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and 
time below and will open responses at the 
same location for the following item:

1.  ITB #032M-14F Polyethylene
Refuse and Recycling Bags

Due Date:  2/10/14 @ 3:00 p.m.
2.  RFQ #065D-14F Engineering
Design Services for 2014 Water
and Wastewater Improvments
Due Date: 2/7/14 @ 3:00 p.m.
Pre-Submittal Mtg: 1/29/14 @

10:00 a.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed en-
velope with solicitation number and due date 
on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at www.
cityofirving.org	click	Departments/	Purchasing	
Phone:	972.721.2631

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

AND CITY COUNCIL
Public	hearings	are	held	to	consider	applications	for	amendments	to	the	Comprehensive	Zoning	
Ordinance	and	the	Official	Zoning	Map	of	the	City	of	Irving,	Texas	for	the	properties	described	herein:
 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, January 20, 2014, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, February 6, 2014, 7 p.m.
ZONING CASE ZC13-0051:  Approx. 0.16 acres located at 10008 Bluewater Terrace.
The	request	is	to	rezone	the	property	from	S-P-2	(Generalized	Site	Plan)	for	R-6	(Single	Family)	
to	S-P-2	(Generalized	Site	Plan)	for	R-6	(Single	Family)	for	an	exception	to	the	rear	yard	building	
setback.
 
ZONING CASE ZC13-0052:  Approx. 0.16 acres located at 10015 Sandbar Drive.
The	request	is	to	rezone	the	property	from	S-P-2	(Generalized	Site	Plan)	for	R-6	(Single	Family)	
to	S-P-2	(Generalized	Site	Plan)	for	R-6	(Single	Family)	for	an	exception	to	the	rear	yard	building	
setback.
ZONING CASE ZC13-0053:  Approx.	0.54	acres	located	at	2617	Lago	Vista	Loop.
The	request	is	to	rezone	the	property	from	S-P	(Site	Plan)	for	Swim	Club	to	R-6	(Single	Family)	
for new residential development.
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, January 20, 2014, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, February 20, 2014, 7 p.m.
ZONING CASE ZC13-0025: Approximately 31.47 acres at the northwest corner of Royal Lane 
and Tristar Drive, and approximately 9.09 acres at the northeast corner of Royal Lane and 
Wayside Drive.
The	request	is	to	rezone	the	property	from	C-O	(Commercial	Office)	to	ML-20a	(Light	Industrial)	
to allow new commercial development.
 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their opinions on 
the zoning change request.  Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 
City of Irving – Dept. of Development Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.
The application is on file for public review in Department of Development Servicesat the ad-
dress listed above during normal business hours.  For additional information, please contact the 
Department	at	972-721-2424.		Please	reference	the	case	number	when	requesting	information.
This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.
Contact	the	City	Secretary’s	Office	at	(972)	721-2493	for	assistance.

ZONING	CASE	NO.	ZC13-0057
ZONING	CLASSIFICATION	–	S-P-2
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-9541
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO.	 1144,	THE	1964	COMPREHENSIVE	
ZONING	ORDI-NANCE	OF	THE	CITY	OF	
IRVING,	TEXAS,	GRANTING	A	ZONING	
CHANGE ON A TRACT OF LAND DE-
SCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT 
OF	THE	 JOHN	 L.	WHITMAN	 SURVEY,	
ABSTRACT NO. 1521, AND LOCATED AT 
INTERSTATE	HIGHWAY	635,	MESQUITE	
BEND	 DRIVE,	AND	 REGENT	 BOULE-
VARD,	MORE	FULLY	AND	COMPLETELY	
DE-SCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED 
HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE	OF	SAID	PROPERTY	FROM	S-P-2	
SITE	 PLAN	 DISTRICT	 USE	 FOR	 C-C	
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS 
AMENDED	TO	S-P-2	SITE	PLAN	DISTRICT	
USE FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE 
PLAN	ATTACHED	HERETO	AND	MADE	A	
PART	HEREOF;	PROVID-ING	FOR	SPE-
CIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS 
RELATIVE	TO	LAND	USE;	CORRECTING	
THE	OFFICIAL	ZONING	MAP	AT-TACHED	
TO	ORDINANCE	NO.	 1144;	 PRESERV-
ING	ALL	 OTHER	 PORTIONS	 OF	 THE	
ZONING	ORDINANCE;	 DETERMINING	
THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH	A	COMPREHENSIVE	PLAN	 FOR	
THE	PURPOSE	OF	PROMOT-ING	THE	
PUBLIC	 INTEREST,	MORALS	AND	GEN-
ERAL	WEL-FARE;	PROVIDING	THAT	THIS	
ORDINANCE	DOES	NOT	REPEAL	OTHER	
PROVISIONS	OF	 THE	 ZONING	ORDI-
NANCE	EXCEPT	 IN	CASES	OF	DIRECT	
CONFLICT;	PROVIDING	A	SEVERABILITY	
CLAUSE;	AND	PROVIDING	A	PENALTY.
 
PASSED	AND	APPROVED	BY	THE	CITY	
COUNCIL	 OF	 THE	 CITY	 OF	 IRVING,	
TEXAS, on January 9, 2014.
BETH	VAN	DUYNE		—	MAYOR
ATTEST:	Shanae	Jennings		—	City	Secretary
APPROVED	AS	TO	 FORM:	 Charles	 R.	
Anderson	—	City	Attorney

ATHENS — The Texas State-
Fish Art Contest, headquartered at 
the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Cen-
ter (TFFC), reminds Texas teachers 
and students that the deadline for 
entries in the 2014 State-Fish Art 
Contest is March 31.

The contest is open to any stu-
dent in public, private or home 
schools in grades K-12. Students 
must draw or paint any recognized 
state fish and write an essay about 
it. Complete contest details and entry 
forms can be found at www.tpwd.
texas.gov/fishart.

New to the 2014 Texas State-
Fish Art Contest will be prizes for 
the top 10 winners in each of the 
four grade categories courtesy of 
FishFlops®. FishFlops® were cre-
ated by Galveston teenager Madison 
Nicole Robinson and are available at 
Nordstrom.

“We recognize the spirit of the 
Texas State-Fish Art Contest is to 
inspire young talented individuals to 
explore the limits of their creativity,” 
said Madison Nicole. “We hope our 
brand will inspire the winners to take 
their artistic skills to the next level.”

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic 
(TTBC) provides funds for prizes for 
first-, second- and third-place Texas 
winners in each of the four grade-
level divisions. First place in grades 
10—12 wins $1,000; second place 

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Truth About Emanuel
Rated: Not Rated

Some films just nail the creepy 
factor without being creepy at all. 
Others know they are creepy and 
flaunt it. In the dramatic thriller, The 
Truth About Emanuel the subtle way 
it goes about being creepy is very styl-
ish. You almost want to pretend for 
the sake of the characters that it isn’t 
creepy at all. Sort of like the crowd 
watching the Emperor pass with no 
clothes. You are afraid that if you 
point out the obvious, you will find 
the joke is actually on you; if there is 
a joke at all. 

Emanuel (Kaya Scodelario) is 
a troubled young girl who has never 
gotten over the loss of her mother. 
Her father (Alfred Molina) has raised 
her well, but she still feels like she is 
living outside herself. She is smart 
and funny, often at the sake of oth-
ers, and you have to wonder if it is 
all just a way to get attention. When a 
single mom (Jessica Biel) with a new 
baby moves in next door, Emanuel 
is drawn to her immediately. But 
Emanuel soon discovers a fictional 
world and has to work hard to keep 
everyone else out. 

Francesca Gregorini wrote and 
directed this film, and she does a 

brilliant job of staging each scene so 
that the tension is always there even 
if for no reason. You are on the edge 
of your seat and breathing softly, 
afraid that the actors will find you 
looking in. You know that things are 
not as they seem as you engage with 
the characters on screen. You feel 
sorry for them, and know that you 
will share whatever emotion comes 
next. At the same time, you get the 
sense that you really don’t know the 
truth at all. 

Scodelario is a talented young 
British actress who plays this part 
nicely. You see her teetering between 
two worlds, and it is believable. She is 
lost, hurting, and emotionally unat-
tached. Yet there is a playful wit about 
her that is obviously a shroud. Biel 
will surprise many in this role. It is 
quite the curve ball from her normal 
offering. She is the one that you can’t 
figure out. As your mind try’s to guess 
the truth, she is the biggest obstacle. 

This film could have gone many 
different routes in way of content and 
shock value. Luckily it has enough 
confidence in its script and director 
that it never takes the easy way out. 
It refuses to add any gratuitous ele-
ments but instead allows the mind 
of the viewer to decide what is hap-
pening off-screen. It is in the vein of 
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$750; third place $500. Prizes in the 
K—3, 4—6 and 7—9 grade levels are 
$100 for first; $75 for second; $50 
for third. Student art from the Texas 
contest is featured on TTBC tickets. 
The next TTBC will take place on 
Lake Fork in May 2014.

The Texas State-Fish Art Contest 
is part of Wildlife Forever’s State-Fish 
Art Contest. The TTBC also provides 
a travel allowance for Texas first-
place winners to attend the national 
awards ceremony, which will be held 
Aug. 15 - 16 in Columbia, S.C.

Wildlife Forever chooses one 
outstanding piece of artwork each 
year for the Art of Conservation 
Award, and a commemorative stamp 
featuring the artwork is produced 
for sale. Proceeds from sales of the 
stamp are used to fund conservation 
projects.
SOURCE Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center

Texas State-Fish Art Contest seeks entries

Hitchcock films where you get just 
enough to hook you in. It is a bit 
more fantasy than old Alfred would 
have dared but still a classic thriller 
premise. When it is all said and done, 
you find it to be a touching film more 
than anything and all your fears float 
gently away. 

The Truth About Emanuel is 
not rated but is geared for those 18 
and older. Some of the language and 
thematic material is best suited for 
older theater goers. I give it 3.75 out 

of 5 bike rides. A perfect on-demand 
choice or if you want something a bit 
out of the box, then look for it now in 

your art house theaters.
2014 Mungleshow Productions. 

All rights reserved.

Artistic film captures creepiness with style

Kaya Scodelario and Aneurin Barnard in The Truth About Emanuel. / Tribeca Films
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be at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 
in Irving, Texas. Funeral services 
conducted under the direction of 
Restland Coppell Chapel. The family 
requests memorials to be made to 
the USS Yorktown CV-10 Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 1021, Mt. Pleasant, SC 
29465-1021.

Imogene Pope
Imogene Pope, 85, received 

her wings as she was surrounded by 
her family at her home on Sunday 
morning January 12, 2014. Sadly 

we’ve lost our 
earthly jewel, 
yet grateful she 
is no longer suf-
fering. She was 
born March 28, 
1928 in Dallas, 
Texas to George 
Williams and 

Nobie O’Neal Williams. A loving 
wife, mother and homemaker Imo-
gene was also a caregiver to many 
for several years well into her seven-
ties. She is preceded in death by her 
husband Homer Pope in 1991, son 
Larry Odell Pope in 2010 and grand-
daughter Audrey Ann Black in 2012. 
Imogene is survived by her children 
Delores White, Zona Franklin and her 
husband Tommy, Lavinia Harrison, 
Marilyn Nemec and Darryl Pope, all 
of Irving; her brother George ‘Sandy’ 
Williams of Grand Prairie; 13 grand-
children, 18 great grandchildren and 
4 great great grandchildren. Funeral 

Robert LaVerne Bird
Robert LaVerne Bird, 88, passed 

away on January 15, 2014 in Irving, 
Texas. He was born on September 
25, 1925 in Aurora, Iowa to Carl An-
drew Bird and Margaret Mary Hattie 
Catherine (Martin) Bird. Mr. Bird 
was a veteran of the US Navy serv-
ing on the USS Yorktown in World 
War II and the Korean Conflict. He 
was employed with Delta Airlines 
before going to work for the FAA as 
Journeyman retiring from them after 
30 years of service. He had been a 
resident of Irving since 1950 where he 
was a longtime member of Kirkwood 
United Methodist Church and was 
a very active leader for many years 
with Boy Scouts of America. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Emily 
Louise Bird; parents; three broth-
ers, Howard Bird, Swede Bird and 
Chuck Bird; two sisters, Nancy Bird 
and Carolyn Napoli. He is survived 
by his three sons, Terry Lee Bird of 
Walton Beach, Florida; Jerry Lynn 
Bird and wife, Rebecca of Charleston, 
South Carolina; and Richard “Rick” 
Bird and wife, Joyce of Wichita Falls, 
Texas; four grandchildren; two great 
grandchildren; sister, Gladys Hop-
per and husband, Keith of Waterloo, 
Iowa; and brother, Roger Bird of Des 
Moines, Iowa. The family will receive 
friends for visitation on Monday, 
January 20, 2014 from 9:30AM to 
11:00AM at Kirkwood United Meth-
odist Church.  Funeral services will 
follow at 11:00AM. Interment will 

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Gladys “Eloise” Henderson
9-22-1920	–	1-11-2014
Gerardo Gonzalez
7-20-1940	–	1-13-2014
Harold W. Keller 
1-31-1934	–	1-13-2014
Rose Cooper
1-27-1919	–	1-14-2014	
 
Arrangements by Chism-
Smith Funeral Home, 972-
259-7644
Beverly Ann Crosby
June 11, 1943 - January 13, 2014
Juan Luis Rodriguez
May 28, 1959 - January 13, 2104
Chanh Bounsalath Soonthuong
May 4, 1938 - January 12, 2014
Nelda Jean Grimmett
July 12, 1958 - January 12, 2014
Kim Sunnie Marinelli
January 15, 1929 - January 10, 2014

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

Obituaries: To have an obituary 
notice printed in the Rambler, please 
contact	Tammy	Pompa	at	972-870-1992.	
Fees apply.

OBITUARIES

services will be at 10 AM on Saturday, 
January 18, 2014 at Grace Pointe 
Church, 208 S. Story Rd in Irving 
with Pastor Patrick Wooten officiat-
ing and burial following at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving. Family 
requests memorials to Grace Pointe 
Church at 208 S. Story Rd, Irving, TX 
75060. Arrangements made espe-
cially for the Pope Family by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home.

AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) encourages 
employers to review the workplace 
poster requirements in Texas and be 
sure that all posters are up-to-date 
and displayed correctly. TWC also 
urges all employers to be aware of 
unscrupulous business operators 
who may try to coerce employers to 
purchase required workplace posters. 

All workplace compliance post-
ers required by law are always avail-
able through TWC free of charge 
online at www.texasworkforce.org/
ui/lablaw/posters-workplace.html. 
Employers do not need to purchase 
these posters from private vendors. 
Government-issued compliance 

posters do not have to be laminated 
to satisfy an employer’s regulatory ob-
ligation. Employers should never pay 
for a government service that is free. 

TWC has investigated reports of 
vendors claiming to be state contrac-
tors, implying that employers are not 
in compliance with state law and urg-
ing employers to buy the posters from 
the vendor. TWC advises employers 
to disregard these vendors and con-
sult with TWC directly to determine 
which posters are needed.

The number of workplace com-
pliance posters required to be dis-
played can vary from one employer 
to another. All Texas employers must 
display posters containing informa-

tion on the Texas Payday Law, the 
Workers’ Compensation Program, 
the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act, the 
Fair Labor Standards Act, the Em-
ployee Polygraph Protection Act, and 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act. Every employer with 15 or more 
employees, and smaller employers 
with federal grants and contracts, 
must also post the notice entitled 
“Equal Employment Opportunity Is 
The Law,” which contains informa-
tion about the Equal Employment 
Opportunity/Americans with Dis-
abilities Act laws.

Posters can be printed directly 
from TWC’s website or by following 

links to the U.S. Department of La-
bor, where they can also be printed 
free of charge. Employers needing 
information about which posters they 
need to display should call TWC’s 
Labor Law Department at 512-475-
2670. Employers also may obtain 
a combined Texas Payday Law and 
Unemployment Compensation Act 
poster, and a list of other required 
posters by calling the agency’s tax 
department at 512-463-2747.

To report inappropriate vend-
ing of posters, call the TWC Fraud 
Hotline at 800-252-3642.
SOURCE The Texas Workforce Commission

The Irving Fire Department 
urges home and business owners to 
conduct fire safety inspections. Look-
ing for fire hazards and having the 
appropriate fire preventative devices 
in your home or place of business can 
help avoid a fire tragedy.

When conducting a fire safety 
inspection:

1. Have working smoke alarms. 
Smoke alarms save lives, make sure 
you test them once a month and 
change the batteries twice a year 
when changing the clock for daylight 
savings.

2. Have an appropriate size fire 
extinguisher for your home or busi-
ness and know how to use it.

3. Everyone needs to know what 
to do and where to go if there is a fire. 
Create and practice a fire escape plan 
and make sure all exits are marked 
and unobstructed.

4. Is there an address visible 
from the street or fire lane? Emer-
gency personnel should to be able to 
see your address from a distance to 
quickly identify where help is needed.

4. Inspect your electrical cords. 
Make sure they are not damaged or 
in an area where they can be dam-
aged. Do not run cords under a rug 
or carpet or through doorways and 
use the proper size.

5. Regularly check electrical 
outlets to ensure that they are not 
overloaded and make sure to have 

electrical covers when outlets are 
not in use.

6. Make sure all areas in and 
around your home or business are 
kept free from accumulated materi-
als, paper, trash and other combus-
tible materials.

7. Use an approved container 
when storing or handling flammable 
and combustible liquids. Do not store 
anything that will burn in a central 
heat or water heater closet.

8. Keep or maintain a three-foot 
clearance between all heating equip-
ment and anything that can burn.

9. Safely dispose of cigarettes in 
ashtrays or designated containers. 
Carelessly discarded cigarettes start 
many fires. 

10. Remember early notifica-
tion can make all the difference — in 
case of fire, call 911 even if the fire is 
a small fire.

To view this or previous IFD 
Safety Topics go to: www.cityofirving.
org/fire/fire-safety.asp .

SOURCE Irving Fire Community Outreach

By Jason Alderman
We’ve all had these moments: You’re at a romantic 

restaurant and the evening went great. But just as you 
and your date are readying to leave, an embarrassed 
waiter appears and whispers, “I’m afraid your card has 
been denied.” So much for romance.

The same thing can happen at the grocery store, 
when shopping online or worst of all, when you’re 
traveling and don’t have a back-up means of payment. 
Why do credit card transactions get denied and what 
can you do to prevent it?

Banks and other credit card issuers have developed 
complex algorithms that track credit card behavior and 
highlight unusual usage patterns commonly associated 
with card theft or fraud.

“Unusual activities” that jump out to card issuers 
include: 

When you ordinarily use your card only rarely, but 
suddenly make several charges in one day.

Making multiple purchases at the same store (or 
website) within a few minutes of each other. 

An unusually large purchase – say for a major 
appliance, furniture or jewelry. Alert your card issuer 
before making large purchases.

One small purchase quickly followed by larger 
ones. Thieves will test the waters to see if a small pur-
chase is denied; if it’s not, they’ll quickly run up major 
charges.

Exceeding daily spending limits. Some cards limit 
how much you can charge per day, even if you have 
sufficient remaining credit.

Making large purchases outside your geographic 
area.

Multiple out-of-town purchases in short suc-
cession. (Always tell your card issuer when you’ll be 
traveling.)

International purchases, whether online or while 
traveling. In fact, some card issuers automatically 
decline international transactions because of the high 

potential for fraud, so learn your issuer’s policy before 
attempting one.

Other common triggers for credit card denials 
include: 

Outdated or incorrect personal information – for 
example, when you’re asked to enter your zip code at 
a gas station. Always alert your card issuer whenever 
you move.

Also, make sure you don’t mistype your credit card 
number, expiration date, security code, address or other 
identifying information.

Expired card. Always check the card’s expiration 
date. You should receive a replacement card several 
weeks beforehand. It’s often mailed in a plain envelope, 
so be careful what you toss. If the new card doesn’t ar-
rive, contact the issuer to ensure it hasn’t been stolen.

You’ve reached your credit limit. For the sake of 
your credit score, try to keep your overall and individual 
card credit utilization ratios (credit available divided by 
amount used) as low as possible – ideally below 50, or 
even 30, percent.

A temporary hold has been placed on your card – 
say for a rental car or hotel reservation – that puts you 
over your credit limit. Always ask whether a hold will 
be placed, how much and for how long, and factor that 
into your remaining balance calculations.

You miss a monthly payment. Card issuers may let 
this slide once or twice, depending on your history with 
them, but eventually if you don’t make at least the mini-
mum payment due, your card will probably be frozen.

The primary cardholder made changes on the 
account and forgot to tell other authorized users – for 
example, reporting his or her card stolen, lowering 
credit limits or removing you from the account.

On last thought: If your card is denied, don’t 
shoot the messenger – he’s only following instructions. 
Rather, call the card issuer and find out what happened. 
Embarrassment aside, it’s nice to know that someone is 
trying to ensure your card isn’t being used fraudulently.

Why was your credit card denied?

Employers should check Workforce Commission posters, agency says

Fire safety inspections 
save property, lives
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Organizations are required to re-submit their information on 
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have 
accurate information. Listings are limited to the Organization’s 
name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes 
to have more information than the free listing offers, we will 
continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hello, my name is Lizzy! I am a beautiful 1 
year old girl with beautiful long blue/grey 
hair. I am the perfect size and age to enjoy a 
lot of sitting on your lap, but also enjoy 
playing with my toys. I was rescued from 
another shelter and brought to this beautiful 
place where there are people helping me 
find my forever home. Please come by and 
see how exquisite I am.

Hi! I'm Landon, and I'm about 
4 years old. I had a home, but 
my owner lost his job and 
couldn't afford to take care of 
me any more. I love to play 
with the other big dogs at the 
shelter, and I'm a pro on the 
agility course. If you have a 
ball, I'd love to fetch it! I know 
a few commands, and I enjoy 
going for walks. I'm pretty 
much an all-around awesome 
dog! Let's meet soon so you 
can see just how great I am.

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the sci-fi novel “The Time 
Machine”?
2. LANGUAGE: What Eng-
lish word is pronounced ex-
actly like its first letter, even 
though it’s five letters long?
3. HISTORY: Which Rus-
sian leader introduced the 
policy of “glasnost,” a greater 
openness?

4. FOOD & DRINK: What is 
Bardolino?
5. SCIENCE: What is the 
focus of agronomy?
6. LAW: What is “voir dire”?
7. BIBLE: Which biblical 
character ascended to heaven 
in a whirlwind?
8. MUSIC: What famous 
singer-songwriter starred in 
the 1980 remake of “The Jazz 
Singer”?
9. ANATOMY: How many 
wisdom teeth does an adult 
usually have?
10. MOVIES: Who played the 
devil-possessed child in “The 

Exorcist”?

Answers
1. H.G. Wells
2. Queue
3. Mikhail Gorbachev
4. Italian red wine
5. Crop production and soil 
management
6. Questioning of prospective 
jurors
7. Elijah
8. Neil Diamond
9. Four
10. Linda Blair

•	 It	 was	 Lebanese	 poet	
Kahlil Gibran who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: “I have 
learnt silence from the talkative, 
toleration from the intolerant, 
and kindness from the unkind; 
yet strange, I am ungrateful to 
these teachers.”

•	 In	Japan,	black	cats	are	
considered to be good luck.

•	If	you’re	ever	longing	for	
the “good old days,” you might 
want to keep this tidbit in mind: 
In 19th-century America, one of 

the most popular cure-all reme-
dies was “snail water,” which was 
made by pounding earthworms 
and snails together, adding the 
paste to beer and boiling the 
whole thing. Those in need of a 
tonic drank it.

•	Sea	 turtles	 can	breathe	
through their backsides.

•	 If	 you	 could	 leap	 over	
the St. Louis Arch unassisted, 
you would have jumping power 
equivalent to that of a flea.

•	 If	you’re	planning	a	 trip	
to Oregon, you might want to 
stop off in Gold Hill to see the 
Oregon Vortex, where strange 
phenomena are said to occur. In 

the mid-20th century, a scientist 
and mining engineer named 
John Litser conducted experi-
ments on the property and came 
to the conclusion that the site 
contains a spherical field of force 
and 15 crisscrossing magnetic 
fields. Before his death in 1959, 
he burned his notes, reportedly 
saying, “The world is not ready 
for this.” Those who tour the at-
traction today might see balls roll 
uphill or brooms stand on end. 
Some people appear to be much 
shorter and some much taller. 
Some who visit the Vortex say it 
eases back pain.
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage	Park	Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter	Park	East	
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second	Tuesday	at	Joe’s	Coffee	Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets	the	first	Tues.	each	month
@	Spring	Creek	BBQ	at	7	p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30	to	9	PM
Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH	972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each	month	(except	July)	at	7pm

IHOP	Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Metroplex Glass Club

Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.
Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.

For more info call 972-986-2990
The Optimist Club of Irving
1st	Wednesday	at	6:30	P.M.	and	

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month

6:30	-	8:00	p.m.	at	the	Irving	YMCA	(cor-
ner	of	Irving	Blvd.	and	Story	Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Dwelling	Place

1126 Hilltop Drive
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post	Meeting	–	1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’	Auxiliary	-1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s	Auxiliary	–	4th Wed at 7pm
Junior	Girls	–	2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderrful World of Cooking

Karen	–	972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

Elvis Gospel Brunch
Jan. 26  — Noon to 3 p.m.

Brunch and Show $30 

 972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Catering to You!
Order catering delivered 

to your home, business or venue
Call today for info on January 
catering and Bistro specials!

Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

IT PAYS
TO BE THE
EARLY BIRD

Breakfast
starting at $3.95 

5:30-8:30 am

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

LearningRx 
Brain Training

LearningRx strengthens the weak 
cognitive skills responsible for 88% of 

reading struggles and 80% of all learning 
problems. While tutoring treats symptoms, 

LearningRx finds and fixes the cause. 

Asperger’s, Dyslexia, PDD, TBI, Memory 
and Attention issues, Math, Reading 

and Auditory Processing issues, students 
Kindergarten through High School, Adults 

and Seniors.

TREATS THE ROOT CAUSE

WHO CAN BENEFIT?

“What a great blessing your program has been to our 

family.  Since starting LearningRx, Garrison has made 

great strides in many areas.  One of many noticeable 

differences has been a distinct improvement in his 

confidence.  He is much more willing to tackle hard 

things.  Before LearningRx, he used to avoid school work.  Now he is 

taking on more responsibility for his own learning.  Thanks LearningRx 

for working your magic!  We are all appreciative!”

 -Tara, Garrison’s Mom

BrainTraining 
the answer to my child’s struggles

Learn more about Brain Training here: 
http://www.learningrx.com/coppell/coppell-brain-
training-101.htm

LearningRx Coppell  
270 N. Denton Tap Rd. STE 160 Coppell, TX 75019

LEARNINGRX.COM/COPPELL    
469.208.4712

to watching a tree grow.
“I’ve always looked at the air-

port as a tree–a pretty tree, a nice 
tree–you want to watch it grow, and 
it finally turns out to be something 
unbelievable,” said Jim Wardlow, 
Pavements, Signs and Markings Su-
pervisor. “That’s the way the airport’s 
turned out to me. It’s a beautiful 
tree–it’s been very rewarding.”

Wardlow started work at DFW 
when he was 19. 

“I’ve come up through the 
ranks,” he said. “I started as a gen-
eral laborer, doing whatever I was 
asked to do and worked my way up 
to supervisor.

“I came here as a teenager, and 
I’ve grown into a man with a family–
a wife, daughter and a son–that I 
have supported from DFW Airport,” 
Wardlow said. “I was a military 
brat–I lived all over the world. I was 
actually born at an airport many 
years ago. I guess I went full circle 
and came back home.”

DFW’s Chief Financial Officer, 
Chris Poinsatte, said the commit-
ment of employees like Wardlow is 
indicative of the spirit at the airport.

“They represent our pledge 
to continue to make DFW Airport 
one the best airports in the world,” 
Poinsatte said. “Although a great 
deal has changed here at the airport 
and in the region since DFW opened, 
what has remained is DFW’s role as 
an economic driver for this region 
(with) $31 billion of economic activity 
every year.

“The founders of DFW had a 
big dream–DFW would serve as the 
foundation of the regional economy 
for decades. Not only were Dallas and 
Fort Worth leaders true visionaries, 
their vision has established the basis 
for the future still. We want to make 
DFW the pre-eminent global hub 
airport in the world. So with the help 
of our outstanding team and support 
of our customers and airline partners 
like American Airlines, we plan to do 
just that.”

Poinsatte said the airport’s 40th 
year will be filled with more progress 
and achievements including DART 
light rail service from Terminal A to 
downtown Dallas, which has been in 
the plans for decades. He said in this 
year, flights will be added to China 
to Shanghai and to Hong Kong, plus 
further service to the Middle East.

Two new airline carriers, Etihad 
Airways and Qatar Airways, plan to 
launch new flights this year to Abu 
Dhabi and Doha, respectively.

“We are continuing to grow now 
with 58 international destinations,” 
Poinsatte said. “We have a lot to be 
thankful for. From a simple begin-
ning 40 years ago, we are in a position 
to become a super-global hub–one of 
the largest in the world.”

Former Irving Mayor Dan Mat-
kin was mayor when the airport 
opened. He remembered some hesi-
tations about the airport from local 
people in the early days. 

“Our feelings about the airport 
at that time were somewhat mixed,” 
Matkin said. “In one way, they took 
a large amount of property located 
within Irving’s city limits, which was 

planned for future growth, and that 
was a bit of a setback in our overall 
planning. Also when the airport was 
announced, there was sort of an edict 
that required Dallas and Fort Worth 
to come up with a better airport 
which obviously is what DFW was 
designed to do. 

“The long term benefits for 
Irving have been that we are one 
of the closest metropolitan cities to 
have access to an airport that was 
destined to be a major international 
airport. It has been a driving force 
in the North Texas growth since its 
opening 40 years ago. There is no 
question of that. 

“The downside is that Irving was 
a little bit misled by the planners and 
developers on the cross-wind run-
way. The numbers we were shown 
back in those days did not indicate 
it was going to be as big a nuisance 
as it is to the numerous households 
under its flight path. As it has turned 
out, there is not much that can be 
done about it. You just have to kind of 
learn how to not pay attention to the 
overall flight noise. In the long term, 
I guess that has been somewhat of a 
minimal nuisance. 

“Be that as it may, the overall 
impact of the airport has been mag-
nificent for the whole area even with 
all its faults. I don’t know of any one 
entity that could have done more,” 
Matkin said.

American Airline’s Tim Skip-
worth, Vice President of Airport 
Facilities, said that since American’s 
first flight into DFW 40 years ago, 
the airport has grown to become the 
carrier’s largest hub, serving as the 
central gateway to their domestic and 
international network. The airline 
operates more than 800 flights daily 
to nearly 200 destinations worldwide 
from DFW. 

“It’s been a wonderful 40 years 
at DFW Airport, and we’re looking 
forward to a bright future ahead,” 
Poinsatte said. “Forty years ago today 
was a momentous day to the citizens 
of Dallas and Fort Worth. The two cit-
ies embarked on a 10-year program 
to plan and build and operate DFW. 
It was the world’s largest airport 
at the time. Believe it or not, total 
construction costs for four terminals 
and all the infrastructure was $800 
million. It seems like a small number 
today, but then it was a record airport 
construction project.”

The airport’s growth has meant 
job security for 40-year employee 
Larry Dowis, who is in charge of 
keeping the pavement on runways 
and roadways in working order. 

He acknowledged how unusual it is 
nowadays for an employee to spend 
40 years with the same company.

“I started when I was coming out 
of college and enjoyed it–good ben-
efits,” Dowis said. “I enjoyed working 
here; the people were great to work 
with, and that’s how you do it.”

He said he thought the growth 
of the airport is the biggest change 
he has seen.

“We started out with three run-
ways, and now we have seven,” Dowis 
said, remarking on the increased job 
security each new runway brought 
him.

On opening day, DFW Airport 
was served by 12 airlines and had 
three runways, three terminals and 
56 gates. Today the airport has 23 
passenger airlines, five terminals and 
155 gates and is home to the world’s 
largest airline, American Airlines.

“The founders of DFW Airport 
had a big dream, that it would serve 
as the foundation of our regional 
economy for decades,” Dallas Mayor 
Mike Rawlings said. “With that 
dream realized, the vision of those 
great Dallas and Fort Worth leaders 
has now become the basis of our goal 
to propel DFW into becoming the 
pre-eminent global hub in the world.”

Some information provided by DFW 
International Airport.
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Pieces of this cake and yellow roses were 
given to passengers deplaning AA Flight 
1461 in recognition of DFW Airport’s 40th 
anniversary. / Photo by Elaine Paniszczyn


