
Irv
ing

 R
am

ble
r 
$0

.50
T

he
 I

rv
in

g 
R

am
bl

er
P.

O
. B

ox
 1

77
73

1
Ir

vi
ng

, T
X

 7
50

17

PE
R

IO
D

IC
A

L
S

PO
ST

A
G

E
 P

A
ID

IR
V

IN
G

 T
E

X
A

S

PE
RM

IT
 #

02
49

81

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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Vote for Families, 
Schools and Children

Vote

Political ad paid for by Linda Harper Brown Campaign

Texas House District 105

RE-ELECT

By Nick Kammerer
The infamous Zest Fest arrived 

at the Irving Convention Center for 
the fourth time, Jan. 24-26, where 
over 8,000 hungry, hot-sauce en-
thusiasts gathered for the spicy 
event. The event has garnered quite 
a following over its 12 year run in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex. 

The annual celebration features 
hundreds of local and national food 
vendors, all in attendance to flaunt 
their one-of-a-kind recipes and 
products. A wide, tasty variety of 

barbecue sauces, dry-rubs, salsas, 
jalapenos, hot sauces, homemade 
sodas and beef jerky were among the 
delicious foods available to sample 
and purchase. 

Tim and Judy Halls, owners of 
the local Tim’s Texas 2 Step BBQ 
Sauce, expressed their excitement to 
be a part of the popular event. 

“We’ve been in business for a 
year and a half, so this is our second 
year at Zest Fest. It’s just exhilarating. 
There’s nothing better than seeing 

By Amanda Casanova
A variety of hotel managers, 

restaurant owners and travel pro-
fessionals gathered at the Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas 
for the Irving Hospitality Industry 
annual meeting on Jan. 28.

According to a study from Smith 
Travel Research, Inc., nearly 3 mil-
lion people visited Irving from Oct. 1, 
2012 to Sept. 30, 2013. Those visitors 
spent $393 million on lodging and 
another $327 million in restaurants.

“The Irving hotel industry is 
looking forward to a strong 2014,” 
said Greg Malcolm, chairman of the 
Irving Hotel Association.

The Irving Convention Center 
has hosted more than 300 events 
with about 229,500 visitors. The 
$133 million facility opened in 2008.

According to a study from Des-
tination Analysts, about half of the 
travel done in Irving is business-
related.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Would-be travelers lined up out-

side of El Fenix restaurants in Dallas 
and Irving to receive certificates for 
20,000 free frequent flyer bonus 
miles from Spirit Airlines. As part of 
El Fenix’s year-long 95th Anniversary 
celebration, 2,000 certificates were 
given to patrons during the promo-
tional 40 Million Mile Giveaway, 
Jan. 28—29. 

Travelers can choose to use their 

frequent flyer as a free roundtrip 
ticket to one of about 20 destinations 
or alternatively, as partial payment 
for other destinations.

“I think it is 50/50,” said Hillary 
Jurgensen, advertising manager for 
Spirit Airlines. “Some people just 
want to take a free trip where they 
only have to pay taxes and fees. Some 
people will actually pay more to up-
grade. It just depends.

“For these miles, it’s off peak 

season, so you can start using them 
in May. It is going to be more summer 
months. You need to book your travel 
within 90 days, but you don’t have an 
expiration (date). So it depends on 
where you are flying. If you are flying 
somewhere that is normally really 
cold, go in the summer. If you are 
going somewhere that is warm year 
round, it doesn’t really matter much. 
It all depends on what the nature of 

By Phil Cerroni
The NFL conference champi-

ons have been decided, and many 
diehard Cowboys fans, especially 
in North Texas, are acquiring their 
supplies for the big game with some 
measure of malaise because, frankly, 
they do not have any personal invest-
ment in either the Seattle Seahawks 
or the Denver Broncos. For the most 
zealous, it is like going to church on 
Christmas knowing your house was 
burgled the night before. But before 
falling completely into despondency, 
football lovers in Irving should take 
note that one of their own is compet-

ing in New Jersey for Super Bowl 
XLVIII.

A safety playing for the Broncos, 
eight-year NFL veteran Michael Huff 
did stints with the Oakland Raiders 
and Baltimore Ravens before signing 
with the Seahawks in 2013, but he got 
his start on the gridiron behind Oak-
dale Rd. at Nimitz High School. A Vi-
king football player for three years, he 
proved his ability as a strong safety, 
cornerback and wide receiver. Huff 
also showed his talent as a sprinter, 
earning letters for track and field all 
four years and even finishing seventh 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The entire student body of the 

Holy Family of Nazareth School 
gathered in the gymnasium to cel-
ebrate the homecoming of Joyce 
Ekworomadu. A former student at 
the school, Joyce is also known as 
“Sweet J,” the 12th female to join 
the Harlem Globetrotters in their 
88 year history. 

Accompanied by teammate, 
Anthony “Buckets” Blakes, Sweet 
J spoke to students ranging in 
age from pre-K to eighth grade 
about the “The ABCs of Bullying 
Prevention,” and how to use Ac-
tion, Bravery, and Compassion to 
prevent bullying.

“Not allowing somebody to 
play a particular sport because 

of the color of their skin or their 
ethnic background is a form of 
bullying,” Blakes said. “And not 
allowing someone to play a par-
ticular sport because of their 
gender is also a form of bullying… 
The Globetrotters are trendsetters 
and innovators. We like breaking 
down barriers.”

See SWEET J, Page 6

Pro basketball player returns home, 
inspires next generation

City’s zestiest event returns

Sporting his 
jalapeno hat, 
a hot-sauce 
vendor hands 
out free 
samples at 
Zest Fest 2014, 
an annual fair 
dedicated to 
hot and spicy 
food that is held 
at the Irving 
Convention 
Center. / 
Photo by Nick 
Kammerer.

Speaking to students at her former elementary school, Sweet J encourages youngsters to set goals and follow their dreams. 
/ Photo by John Starkey

Former Nimitz Viking 
vies for Super Bowl ring

Hospitality industry 
finishes strong year

See HOSPITALITY, Page 7

See HUFF, Page 7

Restaurant chain celebrates 
95th anniversary with free flights

See ZEST FEST, Page 5

Perhaps looking to get away from the cold, future travelers stand in line outside of 
El Fenix in Irving to receive free frequent flyer miles from Spirit Airlines. The 20,000 
frequent flyer miles plus taxes and fees could take travelers round trip to one of roughly 
20 locations or the miles could be combined with additional payment to take travelers 
anywhere in the Spirit Airlines network. / Photo by John StarkeySee EL FENIX, Page 5
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Voter Registration Deadline for Texas 
Primary Election

Do not forget to register to vote in the March 
2014 Texas primary election before the Feb. 
3 deadline. To register, visit webservices.sos.
state.tx.us/vrapp/index.asp. For a complete 
list of candidates go to www.bipac.net/
texas/2014-Midterm-Elections-Candidate-
List.pdf.

Peruvian Gold: 
Ancient Treasures Unearthed
Feb. 4, 7 p.m.

The public is invited to join the Irving 
Heritage Society for a program on the Irving 
Arts Center’s upcoming exhibit Peruvian 
Gold: Ancient Treasures Unearthed. The 
program will be presented immediately 
following a brief general meeting of the 
Heritage Society in the meeting rooms 
of the Irving Arts Center (3333 North 
MacArthur). Refreshments will be served, 
and the program is free to attend. For more 
information, call 972-252-3838.

JumpstART Stories and Art - Let’s Dance!
Feb. 6, 10 a.m.

Irving Public Library joins the Irving Arts 
Center to present a lively story time that 
combines art and children’s literature. 
February celebrates the legacy of the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem in conjunction with the 
Arts Center’s presentation of a retrospective 
exhibit, Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years 
of Firsts. The exhibit highlights 40 years of 
the company’s history. Following the story, 
kids can make an art project to take home. 
All supplies provided. Ages 2 and up. Call 
972-252-2787 to pre-register groups of 10 or 
more. Free. Suite 200, Irving Arts Center.

Blood Drive
Feb. 6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

February is Black History Month, and in the 
spirit of Dr. Charles Drew, the first medical 
director of an American Red Cross blood 
bank, the Red Cross reminds eligible donors 
of the importance of a diverse blood supply. 
Donors of all types are encouraged to roll 
up a sleeve and help save lives. The next 
drive will take place at Freeport Business 
Center II (8710 Freeport Parkway, Irving). 
Appointments to give blood can be made 
by calling 1-800-RED CROSS or visiting 

redcrossblood.org.
Blue Roses
Feb. 7-23, 2:30 & 8 p.m. 

Lyric Stage presents the World Premiere of 
a musical adaptation of Tennessee Williams’ 
classic drama, The Glass Menagerie. $35-40. 
Dupree theater, Irving Arts Center.

Inherit the Wind
Feb. 7-23, 2:30 & 8 p.m.

Loosely based on the famous Scopes 
“Monkey” trial of 1925, this courtroom 
drama pits evolutions against creationism. 
When a teacher is accused of violating a 
state statue by teaching what is outlawed, a 
revered clergyman becomes the prosecutor 
and a famous attorney arrives in the small 
town to defend the teacher. Not just about 
guilt or innocence, the overriding issue is a 
social one. $15-18. Theatre Coppell.

DFW Humane Society’s 
Walkathon 2014
Feb. 8, 8 a.m.-10 a.m.

Take a jaunt around Irving Mall’s Center 
Court and bid on raffle items or find love at 
the pet kissing booth, all is support of your 
furry friends. $10 registration fee per walker.

VNA Hosts Volunteer Training
Feb. 8, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

VNA will hold a Volunteer Training for 
individuals who are interested in helping 
terminally-ill patients and their families who 
reside in Dallas and Tarrant Counties. The 
training will be held at VNA headquarters 
(1600 Viceroy Drive, Suite 400, Dallas). VNA’s 
Hospice Care Trainings give volunteers a clear 
understanding of hospice care philosophy 
and teaches them to become effective 
caregivers for patients and their families. 
Topics covered include: the interdisciplinary 
team, spiritual and cultural diversity, family 
dynamics, and bereavement. To complete 
the training, prospective volunteers will 
need to attend all sessions; make-up 
sessions can be arranged.

Storm Spotter Training Scheduled
Feb. 8, 9-11 a.m.

Severe weather is inevitable in Texas. Can 
you recognize the clues that suggest large 
hail, flash flooding, or a tornado? Do you 
want to become part of the severe weather 
warning system in your county? As part of its 

LOCAL NEWS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Ste 350. 

area-wide weather preparedness campaign, 
the National Weather Service Office in Fort 
Worth will answer these and many other 
questions at the SKYWARN severe weather 
program to be held at Town Center (255 E. 
Parkway Blvd.) in Coppell, and is held in 
partnership with the City of Coppell.

Black History Celebration
Feb. 8, 5 p.m.

The City of Irving and Irving Black Arts 
Council celebrate Black History Month with 
a program honoring the influence of Dance 
Theatre of Harlem followed by a reception. 
Free. Suite 200, Irving Arts Center.

DBU Hosts Winter Patriot Preview  
Feb. 8

Dallas Baptist University hosts a preview 
for prospective students and their parents. 
The day will include a tour of the campus, 
meetings with faculty and administrators, 
and an opportunity to receive important 
information about admissions, financial aid, 
and campus life. Free. For more information, 
call 214-333-5360.

Vintage Valentine Tea
Feb. 9, 2-4 p.m. 

The Irving Heritage House (303 South 
O’Connor Rd.) will be abuzz with activity 
as the Irving Heritage Society presents the 

annual Vintage Valentine Tea. This 100th 
anniversary of the first housewarming party 
held by new homeowners C.P. and Virginia 
Schulze will find the home decorations 
reminiscent of the hearts and cupids used 
in 1914. The tea table will be lavishly 
filled with special treats; some taken from 
recipes of yesteryear. A special ensemble 
of historical figures has been gathered to 
present the “Reflections of a 1914 Vintage 
Valentine Party.” For more information, call 
972-252-3838. 

Premieres and Dvorák
Feb. 9, 3:30 p.m.

The New Philharmonic Orchestra of Irving 
will feature Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
clarinetist Paul Garner in a unique concert 
featuring two solo works for clarinet—
Claude Debussy’s Premiere Rhapsody for 
Clarinet, L. 116, and Entrada a la Madera, a 
new work by Irving native Ryan Cockerham. 
The concert is the third performance in 
the orchestra’s annual “Sundays at the 
Symphony” series. $10-18. Carpenter Hall, 
Irving Arts Center.

Gallery Exhibit: Encaustic Recon
Through Feb. 13

Featuring artwork by 16 distinctive artists, 
Encaustic Recon turns a collection of 
paintings into a memorable exhibition. The 

gallery walls showcase an array of encaustic 
paintings, or ‘hot wax’ paintings. Following 
a preparation method that dates back to the 
1st Century BC, painters combine heated 
beeswax with color pigments to create 
a warm liquid or paste. Central Campus 
Gallery, North Lake College. For more 
information, call 972-273-3450.

Mediation Classes
Are you interested in learning about guided 
meditation? Heritage Senior Center will 
offer a class on guided mediation Tuesday 
evenings from 6-7 p.m. beginning in 
February. $30/mo. 
The course will teach relaxation and 
breathing exercises. This class can improve 
your emotional and physical health, and 
is led by a certified instructor. A minimum 
of five students is required for the class 
to start. For more information on senior 
center membership and the class. For more 
information, contact the Heritage Senior 
Center at 972 721-2496.

Save the Irving Eagles
Don’t let Irving lose another athletic team! 
If enough players do not sign up, the Irving 
Eagles, Irving’s senior softball team since 
1980 and which plays in the Senior Citizens 
Softball Assoc. Division C with teams from 
around the Metroplex.

The region’s long-term invest-
ment in the Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) Light Rail System generated 
more than $7.4 billion in regional 
economic impact, according to a new 
study of the agency’s capital spending 
between 2003 and 2013.

The study examined $4.7 bil-
lion invested thus far in the light rail 
system expansion, which includes 
the 28-mile Green Line from south-
east Dallas to Farmers Branch and 
Carrollton, and the 14-mile Orange 
Line through Irving. Along the Blue 
Line, DART added a stop at Lake 
Highlands Station and a 4.5-mile 
extension from downtown Garland to 
Rowlett. At the peak of construction 
in 2010, DART was responsible for 
more than a quarter of all light rail 
construction in North America. 

“Even through difficult econom-
ic times, DART has demonstrated 
its ability to boost the North Texas 
economy through its capital spend-
ing, daily operations, and attracting 
private investment,” said Terry L. 
Clower, Ph.D., director of the Center 
for Economic Development and 

Research at the University of North 
Texas, which released the study.

Rail construction proves a good 
investment

In the 11-year period studied, the 
agency grew the light rail network 
from 44 miles and 34 stations to 85 
miles and 61 stations. DART Rail 
reigns as the longest light rail system 
in the country. 

“In the midst of a decade (2000 
to 2010) when sales tax revenue 
remained essentially flat, DART 
moved ahead with a massive capital 
expansion that doubled the size of 
the DART Rail System,” said DART 
President/Executive Director Gary 
Thomas.

The rapid growth resulted from 
considerable investment. The UNT 
study notes that DART’s capital 
spending on light rail was almost 
$5.63 billion, or $4.7 billion in infla-
tion-adjusted 2013 dollars. During 
that time, the expansion generated 
$7.4 billion in regional economic ac-
tivity, as measured in direct indirect 
and induced spending – a notable 
157 percent return on investment. 

Spillover spending and economic 
activity have generated $236 million 
in revenue for state and local tax-
ing jurisdictions from sales and use 
taxes, property taxes, fees for licenses 
and permits, and other government 
revenue.

Within this period, the country 
plunged into a recession, particularly 
in 2008-09. DART was in the midst 
of construction of the Green Line, 
which opened in phases in September 
2009 and December 2010. The agen-
cy’s combined capital and operations 
spending in FY 2008 and FY 2009 
provided a much-needed boost to 
the local economy and employment. 
DART generated nearly $3.9 billion 
in economic activity that supported 
an average of 15,700 jobs each year 
of this two-year period.

Capital expansion continues 
through FY 2017

In 2014, DART opens DFW 
Airport Station and a nearly five-mile 
extension of the Orange Line. By the 
end of 2016, the agency will extend 
the Blue Line south from Ledbetter 
Station to new stations at Camp 

Wisdom Road and the University of 
North Texas at Dallas, adding almost 
three miles to the system. When 
complete, the light rail network will 
comprise 64 stations and 93 miles 
of track.

To encompass these projects, 
the researchers extended the analysis 
time line to include future capital 
spending through FY 2017. They 
concluded that DART’s capital im-
provement program will total more 
than $5.6 billion, expressed in 2013 
inflation-adjusted dollars. 

The rail expansion ultimately 
will boost regional economic activity 
by almost $8.8 billion, increase labor 
income by $3.9 billion, and support 
more than 63,700 person-years of 
employment – an average of about 
4,250 jobs per year for 15 years. Total 
state and local government revenues 
associated with this spending will 
approach $281 million.

Expanded operations increase 
fiscal impact 

With the capital campaign near-
ly complete, DART’s light rail opera-
tions have expanded greatly. More 

than 700 employees were added to 
the agency payroll between 2003 
and 2013.

From FY 2003 through FY 
2013, DART’s recurring day-to-day 
operations of the system generated 
almost $7.4 billion in economic ac-
tivity, supporting more than 70,000 
person-years of employment and 
boosting regional labor income by 
$4.7 billion. Total tax revenues paid 
to state and local entities over this 
period exceeded $305 million.

In FY 2013 alone, DART’s recur-
ring operational spending exceeded 
$490 million. 

Operating the DART System 
generated almost $750 million in 
annual regional economic activ-
ity and supported more than 7,100 
direct, indirect and induced jobs. 
Total regional labor income from 
DART’s operations is now nearly 
$492 million annually, and local and 
state government entities will receive 
more than $31 million in recurring 
annual revenue from DART-related 
operational activities.

SOURCE Dallas Area Rapid Transit

DART rail expansion pumps billions into the region 
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To: Lt. Goff, Internal Affairs Officer, 
Irving Police Department
From: Anthony E. Bond

This is my criminal compliant 
against, Irving, Mayor, Beth Van 
Duyne and the Irving City Council:

On, Friday, January 17, 2014, 
I am alledgeing that Irving Mayor, 
Beth Van Duyne and the Irving City 
Council held an illegal meeting that 
viloates the State of Texas Open 
Meetings law. The meeting was 
posted as a meeting to only conduct 
interviews of the 3 finalists for the 
new City Manager Search that has 
been ongoing for the last 6 months, 
but what actuallu happened was, the 
Mayor and the City Council broke 
the law when they took a consensus 
vote in this meeting to direct the City 
Attorney’s office to begin contract 
negoitiations with Mr.Steve Sarkozy, 
former city mamanger of Bellevue, 
Washington. In other word they 
voted to offer this Mr. Sarkozy the 
job. That is illegal, I am alledging.

I would like to point your at-
tention to the Dallas Morning News 
article published on January 21, 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Irving Rambler ac-
cepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, 
and opinions.

 If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please email 
them to irving@irvingrambler.
com or mail them to: The Ir-
ving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, 
Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

OPINION

Nationally 
Recognized

Nursing 
Excellence

and 

Quality 
Patient Care

The American Nurses Credentialing Center Magnet 

Recognition Program® recognizes healthcare organizations 

for quality patient care, nursing excellence and innovations 

in professional nursing practices.  Baylor Medical Center at 

Irving has the unique honor of being a Magnet® recipient, 

an accomplishment achieved by only 7% of hospitals in the 

nation. Baylor Irving is recognized by the Magnet® Program 

for meeting rigorous standards that enable employees 

to perform at optimum levels to provide patients with quality 

care and service.

Call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at
BaylorHealth.com/IrvingMagnet

1901 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving, TX 75061

Magnet Recognition Program® and Magnet® are registered trademarks of the American Nurses Credentialing Center. All rights reserved. Physicians are members 
of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or affi liated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those 
medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at Irving or Baylor Health Care System. ©2013 Baylor Health Care System  BMCIrv_539_2013  410  CE 01.14
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Celebrating 50 Years as 
Your Community Hospital
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1&2 bedroom Apartment Homes
and 2 Bedroom Town Homes

Just Minutes from DFW AirportAvalon illas

Call Today!
1-855-890-6373
4447 Rainier Street, Irving, Tx 75062

We provide the 
comforts you deserve!  

From a wide range
of community amenities 

to customizable 
interior features.

- Fenced-in Backyards -
- Stainless Steel Appliances -

- Faux Wood Floors -
- Sparkling Pool -
- Fitness Center -

- Business Center -
- Outdoor Fireplace -

- Vaulted Ceilings -

Sweetheart
of a Deal! administration

fee!

Free
Rent

in January
+ 1/2

off

They’re called “The Few. The 
Proud;” but many Americans who 
admire the U.S. Marines do not 
believe they have what it takes to be 
more like a Marine. Eric Wentz, a 26-
year, Navy intelligence specialist and 
author of the novel Killing Sharks: 
De Profundis, thought otherwise and 
explored four defining characteristics 
of Marines that any American can 
emulate: 

•An adherence to honor and 
integrity—Semper Fidelis: The trans-
lation of the famous Latin phrase is 
“Always Faithful”—faithful to the 
present mission, to fellow Marines 
and to the United States, no mat-
ter what. Recruits who enter basic 
training undergo a transformation 
that lasts a lifetime and are instilled 
with devotion for honor, courage 
and commitment—the bedrock of a 
Marine’s value.

These values extend beyond the 
battlefield, saturating every aspect of 
a Marine’s life, even after they leave 
the service—once a Marine, always 
a Marine. They are expected to for-
ever live by the ethics of the Corps: 
an aversion to lying, cheating and 
stealing; an uncompromising code of 
personal integrity, a love for account-
ability, self-reliance and discipline.

Similar codes can be found 
throughout history, including the 
chivalry of Medieval knighthood 
and codes found among other fabled 
warriors, including the Spartans and 
Trojans.

•A commitment to physical 
fitness: Part and parcel to a code of 
values is the commitment to physical 
fitness. Marines are warriors who 
must be able to overcome all man-
ner of physical obstacles. Sadly, for 
many Americans, a serious physical 
challenge is fitting into the economy 
class seats on an airplane. With such 
a small percentage of Americans 
making up our military—less than 
one percent—compared to a high 
percentage of overweight citizens, it’s 
easy to see why Marines are viewed 
with high esteem. Physical fitness is 
the outward reflection of the inner 
character demanded of these war-
riors.

•Willingness to sacrifice: Mili-
tary members fighting in wars are 
routinely asked to make the ultimate 
sacrifice by putting their lives on the 
line to complete a mission. If his 
life is not lost, a Marine’s limbs or 
mental and emotional well-being 
may be. Sacrifice also means doing 
several tours in a war zone, existing 
in a hostile environment half a world 
away from family. Many individuals 
forgo a comfortable and profitable 
life at home in order to fight for the 
greater good of all Americans.

•Fear of commitment is not 
an option: A Marine recruit simply 
cannot pussy-foot his or her com-
mitments; you cannot be a runaway 
bride or an uncertain, hand-wringing 
groom. Marines must be gung ho in 
the face of adversity. They are indi-
viduals of action and consequence, 
and there can be no debate with a 
superior when asked to risk one’s life 
for the good of the mission. Luckily, 
civilians rarely face such demands. 
However, as Wentz pointed out, if 
they demonstrate such commitment 
to integrity in finances, health, busi-
ness, civic and personal obligations, 
they’ll also do their part in contrib-

uting to the strength and defense of 
the nation.

“For many, the Marines embody 
all that the men and women of the 
United States military stand for, 
which includes a principled lifestyle 
that ultimately serves to defend the 
democratic values espoused in our 
constitution, and our love for free-
dom,” Wentz said. 

“There really are bad actors 
throughout the world who want noth-
ing more than to see the destruction 

of our civilization—all that was built 
by our founding fathers and contin-
ued throughout the generations—to 
be replaced by a foreign ideology,” 
Wentz continued. “The Marines are 
often the first to prevent that from 
happening.”

Eric Wentz is a 26-year veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, having served as an 
intelligence officer, interrogator and 
linguist. His novel, “Killing Sharks: 
De Profundis,” has won the Readers 
Choice Book Reviews Bronze Award.

Anyone can be more like a Marine

@014, by Avi Selk, entitled,” Irving 
City Council members may have 
improperly picked finalist for city 
manager.,”that details this meeting 
and what I just told you.

I believe this is a violation of the 
Public’s trust and Public Integrity 
and is illegal and I would be happy to 
share any more info that I know with 
you. I was told by the Dallas County 
Disrict Attorney’s Office that I must 
file this Public Integrity Criminal 
Complaint with my local Polie De-
partment first, now. I used to be able 
to file it directly with the DA’s Office. 
God Bless You ! 
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Turner High School, a veteran of 
the US Army serving in the Korean 
Conflict.  He was awarded the Purple 
Heart and Silver Star. Mike has been 
a resident of Irving since 1952, was a 
construction sales manager for A. P. 
Green Refractories Company for 30 
years retiring in 1987. He loved to 
garden, yard work, working with tools 
and gospel music in his later years. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, 
son Michael Scott McPherson and 
grandson Dillon Keefe McPherson. 
He is survived by his loving wife of 
61 years,  Nell McPherson of Irving; 
son Patrick O’Brien McPherson and 
his wife Jennifer of Paonia, Colorado; 
daughter-in-law Karran Kay McPher-
son of Houston, Texas; grandson 
Casey Brice McPherson and wife 
McCall of Austin , Texas; great grand-
daughter Weston Grace McPherson 
of Austin; two sisters, Ruby Patricia 
Boyd of Dallas,  Texas; Gloria Jean 
Bray and her husband Franklin of 
Gun Barrel City, Texas; brother Dal-
las McPherson and his wife Nelda 
of Irving; Sister-in-law, Moya Marie 
McPherson of Irving; sister-in-law, 
Thelma McPherson of Pinole, Cali-
fornia; sister-in-law Doris Wages 
of Malakoff, Texas,  brother-in-law 
Arthur David Cothren of Irving. He 
also had many very special nieces and 
nephews along with great nieces and 
nephews. The family would like to 
thank the staff, nurses and aids from 
Interim Healthcare Hospice for their 
care and professionalism while caring 
for our loved one. In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, (Local 
office) 4324 Beltline Road Suite C 
206, Irving, Texas 75038 or the USO 
Dallas/Fort Worth, P O Box 613306, 
DFW Airport, Texas 75261. A memo-
rial service with reception following 
was held on Monday, January 27, 
2014 at 10:00AM at Restland Cop-
pell Chapel.

Edith “Anice” Price
Edith “Anice” Price, 86, passed 

away on January 24, 2014, surround-
ed by her loving 
family. Born in 
Winters, Texas 
to Floy and Roy 
Baley, she at-
tended Sowers’ 
schools, gradu-
ated from Irving 
High in 1945, 

and worked for and retired from the 
City of Irving. Anice has been a faith-

Primrose Retirement Communities 
in Wausau. Bill was born in Scotland 
on May 1, 1920 and immigrated to the 
United States with his family in 1928. 
After graduating from high school in 
Yonkers, N.Y. in 1937 he attended 
the New York State competition for 
shorthand and typing in Buffalo, N.Y. 
and came in second. With these skills 
he earned employment with the Boy 
Scouts of America and during the 
next nearly 50 years worked his way 
from office boy to National Director of 
Merchandizing at their headquarters 
in Irving, TX. Bill served with the U.S. 
Army Air Force during World War II 
for almost 4 years in the Asian theatre 
including Okinawa.  He married Jean 
Rasmussen in 1962, preceding him 
in death in 1996.  He was a longtime 
member of Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church and participated in numerous 
volunteer activities including Boy 
Scout Museum and hospital volun-
teering. Bill is survived by his brother, 
David C. Jenkins; nephews Dr. David 
D. Jenkins (Deanne), Weston, and 
Robert Jenkins, North Carolina; 
and numerous great and great-great 
nieces and nephews. Uncle Bill will 
be laid to rest beside his wife, Jean, 
the love of his life, in South Amboy, 
New Jersey. Brainard Funeral Home 
in Wausau, Wisconsin is assisting 
the family.

Online condolences may be 
given at www.brainardfuneral.com.

Mitchell Scott “Mike” 
McPherson

Mitchell Scott “Mike” McPher-
son, 84 passed away on January 
23, 2014 in his Irving home after a 

lengthy illness 
with his fam-
ily by his side. 
He was born on 
February 27, 
1929 in Grand 
Prairie, Texas to 
Samuel Hughes 
McPherson and 

Jessie Beatrice (Swift) McPherson. 
Mike was a 1947 graduate of R. L. 

Billy Wayne Dulworth
Billy Wayne Dulworth of Grand 

Prairie, Texas went to be with the 
Lord on January 28, 2014. He was 
born in Anadarko, OK on October 
23, 1932 and went on to serve his 
country in the United States Army 
during the Korean Conflict.  Billy was 
the owner of Dulworth Back Hoe for 
over forty years, an almost fifty year 
member of Irving Masonic 1218 A.F. 
& A.M. and Lifetime 320 Member of 
Scottish Rite.  He is survived by his 
beloved wife Glenda Maxine of Grand 
Prairie; son Ron Dulworth of Irving; 
daughter Michele Owens and hus-
band Rick of Grand Prairie; grand-
daughters Rena Dulworth of Fort 
Worth; Amanda Dulworth of Irving 
and Brittany Owens of Granbury; 
grandson United States Marine Corp 
Staff Sergeant Clint Owens and wife 
Jennifer of Triangle, VA; great grand-
son Cooper; brother Roy Dulworth 
and wife Linda of  Grapevine along 
with sister-in-law Marzie Butler and 
husband J.M. of Burkburnett, Texas. 
The family received friends from 6:00 
PM to 8:00 PM on Thursday, Janu-
ary 30, 2014 at the funeral home. A 
Funeral Service was held at 2:00 PM 
on Friday, January 31, 2014 at Oak 
View Baptist Church with interment 
immediately following at Shady 
Grove Cemetery in Grand Prairie. 
The family requests memorials to be 
sent to the Legacy Scholarship Pro-
gram at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital 
for Children, 2222 Welborn Street 
Dallas, Texas 75219 or the Greater 
Dallas Chapter of Alzheimer’s, 4144 
North Central Expressway, Suite 750, 
Dallas, TX 75204.

John Ellingson
John Ellingson was born on 

July 25, 1957 to Jack and Wanda El-
lingson of Irving, Texas. He passed 
away on January 29 at his home in 
Irving of a heart attack. John formerly 
worked at U-Haul. He attended Nim-

itz High School, 
attended Bible 
Classes at Dal-
las Theological 
Seminary’s Lay 
Institute, and 
was a former 
certified scuba 
diver.  He en-

joyed hunting, fishing, and spending 
time with family. John was preceded 
in death by his father Jack Ellingson 
and his sister Jackie Ellingson. John 
is survived by his wife, Patsy; his 
mother Wanda; his ex-wife Cheryl 
Ellingson of Irving and their son John 
Brody Ellingson and wife Angela 
of Irving, son Matthew; daughter 
Ashley Soderstrom and husband 
Derek of Coppell, children Taylor and 
Madison; sisters Juanita Ellingson of 
Irving, Connie Cloer of Keller; and 
half-brother Mike Ellingson. John is 
also survived by nieces, nephews, step 
children, in-laws, and host of friends. 
Funeral services are scheduled for 
Saturday, February 1st, at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home in Irving, 
Texas.

William Jenkins
William Jenkins, age 93, for-

merly of Irving, TX, passed away 
on Saturday, January 11, 2014 at 

NOTICES

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
972-254-4242
Richard Short
12/08/1926 – 01/26/2014
 
Arrangements by Chism-
Smith Funeral Home, 972-
259-7644
Patricia Caballero
6/22/1962 - 1/242014
Hermenegildo Moreno Alvarez 
4/13/1940 - 1/26/2014
Richard C. Oliver Jr.
8/5/1943 - 1/27/2014
 
Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home, 
972-579-1313
Linda Jo Arnold
June 15, 1943 – January 26, 2014
William Alfred Altman, M.D.
September 30, 1913 – January 27, 2014
Dorothy Powell
March 17, 1926 – January 27, 2014

Arrangements by Restland 
Coppell Chapel, 972-745-1638
Sandra Jean Heidtke
October 18, 1962 – January 28, 2014
William Joseph McClintock
May 05, 1964-January 29, 2014

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL 
PLOTS

PRICE REDUCED.
MUST SELL ASAP!

FOR SALE: A private seller is offering 
two side-by-side tracts in the beautiful 
and exclusive "Garden of Peace" at 

Oak Grove Memorial in Irving.

$4,580
 lot 11; block 5; tracts 3 & 4
1413 East Irving Boulevard

(valued at $7,580) 

Contact Mrs. Ray directly to inquire:
(214) 415-5918

OBITUARIES

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

✦ Stefanie will be joining the practice of Dr. Jeffrey Mason
✦ Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
✦ We accept most major health plans

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd Ste 325 Irving TX 75061
For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4375Call today! 

Stefanie Lee, PA-C!

Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving 
welcomes back

ABOUT TOWN

ful member of Pioneer Drive Baptist 
Church for 76 years. She is survived 
by her sisters, Rita Woodruff and Jen-
nie Fitch and her brother Pete Baley; 
her husband of almost 67 years and 
the “love of her life,” James Price;  her 
daughters and sons-in-law, Susan 
and Steve Candelaria, Carol and Ron-
ny Powers, and Kathy and Jeff Bong-
feldt; adoptive son, Emile Brikha; 
nine grandchildren and eleven great 
grandkids.  Funeral services will be 
held at Pioneer Drive Baptist Church, 
4034 West Pioneer Drive in Irving 
on Wednesday, January 29, at 10:00 
a.m. The family received friends at 
Ben F. Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home on Tuesday, January 28.

Special Olympics 
Thirty-nine Special Olympics member 
teams from around the metroplex 
participated in a basketball tournament 
over the weekend of Jan. 17-18 at Lively 
Point Youth Center and Senter Park 
Recreation Center. This tournament, 
distinct from both the regular season 
and playoffs, determined each team’s 
skill level. The teams are ordered into 
one of five divisions based on athletic 
ability, and each division hosts its own 
championship tournament at the end of 
the season. Players range in from 12 to 
53 years of age, and teams are either all 
male, all female, or coed and affiliated 
with either cities or schools. Some are 
even supported sponsorship. Irving has 
four Special Olympics teams.
/ Photo courtesy of the City of Irving

Golden Gloves
Boxers with the Irving 
Police Athletic League 
(PAL) took the Open Team 
Trophy at the 78th Annual 
Dallas Golden Gloves 
Tournament, Jan.21-24 at 
the Hella Shrine Temple 
in Garland. Francisco 
Martinez also received 
the outstanding boxer 
award. Top Row: Jordan 
Pace came in 2nd , Johnnie 
Lewis came in 2nd , Alex 
Rincon came 1st , Fabian 
Alvarado came in 1st , Francisco Martinez came in 1st , Alexis Martinez came in 1st , Danny Catalan came 
in 1st. Bottom Row: Brandon Reyes came in 1st , Martin Delgado came in 2nd , Luis Ruiz came in 1st , 
Dawuud Mussa came in 1st , Jason Catalan came in 1st , Jonathan Sosa came in 3rd , Cynthia Guerrero 
unopposed champion, Alejandro Guerrero came in 1st . Not pictured are Jose Gomez did not place, Ashley 
Diaz came in 2nd , and Omar Martinez unopposed champion. / Courtesy Photo
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

BUSINESS/GOVERNMENT

By Angela Timmons-Hanselka
When Irving YMCA Board 

Member and 2014 Partner’s Cam-
paign Chair Mazhar Ali presented 
a video of the organization’s work 
with special needs children through 
its Miracle League program, few eyes 
were dry during the Irving Family 
YMCA  2014 Annual Campaign Kick-
Off Dinner Sun.,  Jan. 26 at the Irving 
Convention Center. 

The Miracle League was only 
one of six Irving YMCA programs Ali 
highlighted during his “Faces of the 
Irving YMCA” presentation, which 
gave diners and supporters an op-
portunity to see and hear about the 
multiple programs the Irving YMCA 
uses to reach community members. 
Impacted constituents, such as breast 
cancer survivor Tina Deal, senior citi-
zen Norman Motter, and mother of a 
two-year-old Grace Wu also stole the 
show Sunday night as they opened up 
about how the YMCA has given them 
basically, well, everything.

Motter, a 32-year veteran mem-
ber of the YMCA and participant in 
the Irving YMCA’s SilverSneakers, an 
innovative exercise program specifi-
cally designed for Medicare benefi-
ciaries’ unique health and physical 
needs, stood before the crowd and 
offered his own acronym for what 
the YMCA means to him: FAMILY 
(Friends, Active, Maturity, Involved, 
Loving, Young). These words, he 
said, embodied the greatest aspects 
of life as a SilverSneakers mem-

ber – aspects which bring together 
young-at-heart seniors who find 
solace, companionship, a social out-
let, support and activity most early 
mornings at the Y. 

“We get to be a light in the dark-
ness for those individuals who have 
suffered loss,” he said. 

Eligible SilverSneakers mem-
bers receive free membership at the 
YMCA, and certified SilverSneakers 
fitness instructors teach the classes; 
additionally, members get access to 
the entire facility.

Deal, who was last year di-
agnosed with breast cancer and 
underwent surgery, radiation and 
chemotherapy, was seeking a light 
at the end of the tunnel as she pro-
gressed through treatment.

“Cancer robs you,” she said. 
At the Irving YMCA, she said, 

she found strength and quality of 
life through its 12-week program 
Livestrong at the Y. Through a part-
nership with the cancer foundation 
Livestrong, the Irving YMCA has 
been able to offer a cancer survivor-
ship program to focus on the wants, 
needs and interests of cancer survi-
vors, with an emphasis on exercise 
programs, educational materials, 
post-rehabilitation exercise and sup-
portive cancer care.

Deal’s mother and grandmother 
both died of breast cancer, so she 
prayed to God to send her tools to 
restore her strength. She said she 
found it at her local Y.

“Had it not been for this pro-
gram, I don’t know what I would’ve 
done,” she said tearfully.

Deal reminisced about her 
youth, when she said the Y was “re-
ally the thing going on” until other 
health clubs started opening. “But 
there’s not a health club out there that 
has this program – for free,” she was 
quick to add. 

The Irving YMCA’s Play & Learn 
program brought yet another com-
pelling tale, this time from a Chinese 
mother named Grace Wu, who brings 
her two-year-old daughter Veronica 
regularly to take part in the program’s 
child readiness curriculum. Wu’s 
husband frequently travels interna-
tionally, leaving her largely alone 
with a small child in an unfamiliar 
country. 

“I didn’t have a lot of experience, 
and I found the U.S. so unfamiliar,” 
she admitted. “I was scared of our 
child not being able to communicate 
here.”

Through Play & Learn, both 
Grace and Veronica have made 
friends and learned some English. 
The program provided Grace a 
chance to make friends with other 
mothers, and taught Veronica to trust 
other people and share her toys. Al-
though the Wu family now resides in 
Coppell, mother and baby still travel 
to the Irving YMCA to participate in 
their favorite program.

Local dignitaries did not miss 
the chance to laud the YMCA for its 

part in making Irving thrive.
“ ... the foundation of a strong 

community is its young people,” said 
ChrisWallace, President of the Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce. 
“It takes everyone to come together 
to develop the whole individual. The 
value of the YMCA is real, by nurtur-
ing young people for the future.”

Robert Allsup,  local business 
owner and YMCA Board Member 
since 2001, reminded guests that the 
Y’s $145,000 fund-raising goal for 
2014 is absolutely necessary for the 
Irving YMCA to continue its impor-
tant mission. 

“What a powerful story the 
YMCA has,” he said. “I’m grateful to 
call Irving my home.”

Sunday night’s testimonials paid 
off. Irving YMCA Director Doug Fox 
reported Wednesday that the kick-off 
raised $103,409, or 72 percent, of 
the total 2014 goal. Fox added that 
one YMCA supporter admitted she 
had no idea the YMCA offered so 
many of the programs she learned 
of that night.

“That was the theme for many 
in attendance – blown away by the 
testimonials and genuinely surprised 
by the depth and breadth of the pro-
gram offered at the Irving YMCA,” 
Fox said.

Many YMCA volunteers and 
staff members, including Fox him-
self, were honored with awards 
Sunday night. Fox’s staff surprised 
him with a Leadership Legacy Award. 

Irving YMCA Board Chairman David 
Cole delighted the audience with an 
anecdote about how Fox came to 
oversee the Irving YMCA.

“Doug was our second choice for 
the job,” Cole laughed. “Our plan was 
to hire another guy.” The first runner-
up took another job, however, so the 
board went with Fox.

“The more we try to force things, 
the less they happen,” Cole said. “And 
it’s God’s plan that Doug’s here.”

For more on helping the YMCA 
reach its fund goal this year, or to 
learn how you can help the organi-
zation with its many developmental 
and support programs, visit http://
www.ymcadallas.org/locations/
irving_family_ymca/ or call 972-
986-8898.

people, complete strangers, try your 
sauce and say ‘Oh, wow, that’s really 
good’.” Tim explained. “It’s makes my 
wife and I excited that we have a re-
ally good product, and that we’re able 
to share with basically the world. No 
matter where we go, we always get a 
good reaction and the feeling of that 
is just unbelievable.”

Amee Joshi, owner of Jalsa 
Foods, a salsa producer located in 
Dallas, is one of the many of the 
vendors who markets homemade 
products that were inspired by fam-
ily recipes.

“[We use] a family recipe. It’s 
my mother-in-law’s recipe and she’s 
been making it for years,” Joshi said. 
“It’s exciting; it’s great to be local. 
It’s nice to be from here and be able 
to present to our friends in Dallas.”

In the midst of the spiciness, 
many brave individuals participated 
in eating contests at Zest Fest. Dar-
ing enthusiasts took on the Wingstop 
Atomic Wing Challenge and Jalsa’s 
Jalapeno Eating contest to show off 
their spice tolerance. 

Other Zest Fest attendees en-

joyed a number of culinary demon-
strations, presented by accomplished 
Chefs and salsa experts. Famous 
culinary artists including Jon Bon-
nell, Eddie Dean, Eduardo Alvarez, 
Peter Mollet and Enam Choudry per-
formed on the Celebrity Chef Stage.

Visitors were able to purchase 
tickets to an exclusive dinner, on 
Saturday, catered by Eddie Dean, 
owner of Smokeys BBQ Restaurant in 
Fort Worth. The dinner featured live 
music, a slow-cooked pig, barbecue 
ribs, brisket and more. 

The overwhelming majority of 
guests were pleased with their ex-
perience. 

“This is my first year here, and I 
was pretty impressed. Me being a big 
cooker and a big fan of spice and heat, 
it definitely delivered,” local culinary 
enthusiast and Irving resident, Bran-
don Jenkins explained.

“We love having [Zest Fest] 
back, this is their fourth year here. 
They were our grand-opening event 
at the convention center, so they’re 
very special to us. It’s a great event, 
lots of different tastes, styles and per-
sonalities,” said Maura Gast, Execu-
tive Director of the Irving Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. “We want them 
back as long as they want to be here.”

Zest Fest
Continued from Page 1

your travel is.
“Spirit Airlines is in Dallas, and 

we have a very strong presence. We 
are just growing and adding routes 
all the time,” she said.

Standing in the cold to receive 
her certificate, Sharon Cook dreamed 
of flying away to a tropical paradise. 

“I may go to Los Cabos. I’ve 
never been there,” Cook said. “Oh, 
there’s Myrtle Beach, that’s where 
I’m going. I’m going to lie on the 
beach. I haven’t been there, but I’ve 
heard it’s beautiful. 

“I’m going to go when it warms 
up, maybe in June. It’s fun to travel. I 
love it, and I love the beaches.” 

A frequent traveler, Linda Gar-
rett already had her travel plans in 
mind before heading to El Fenix. 

“I’m excited, because I’m ready 
to go somewhere,” Garrett said. “I’m 
probably going to take a cruise out of 

Ft. Lauderdale in April or May. 
“I haven’t flown on Spirit Air-

lines before, but I am really looking 
forward to the experience. I’m ready 
to go book. 

“El Fenix is my favorite place to 
eat,” she added. 

Spirit Airlines started service at 
the DFW International Airport on 
May 5, 2011 with just two destina-
tions. It now flies non-stop from 
DFW to more than 20 destinations 
in the U.S. and Mexico, not includ-
ing connections to nearly 50 cities 
throughout the Americas. 

“We’re thrilled to give travelers 
from throughout the North Texas 
region access to great opportunities 
to save money on travel with our ultra 
low fares and optional add-ons that 
provide a low total price that’s tough 
to beat,” said Spirit’s Vice President 
of Consumer Marketing Bobby 
Schroeter.

Some information provided 

by Firebird Restaurant Group.

Taxable and tax exempt bonds were priced Jan. 28 
yielding $35.05 million in construction proceeds to be 
used to build Irving’s Entertainment Center project. 

The entire issue totaled $64.32 million. Refunding 
of existing debt of approximately $23 million, establish-
ment of reserves and payment of closing costs represent 
the difference between the total and the $35.05 million 
in construction proceeds. Now the financing has been 
priced, the city looks forward to the construction and 
opening of the Entertainment Center.

“We have worked diligently on this project for six 
years and are pleased we have priced a financial structure 

that was favorably received in the market,” said Max 
Duplant, City of Irving Chief Financial Officer.

ARK Group will serve as Irving’s developer to build 
the project, including an amphitheater that allows for in-
door and outdoor music and entertainment events as well 
as construct a number of new restaurants. Ideally located 
in the Metroplex, and steps from public transportation, 
the project will bring entertainment options to Irving’s 
Las Colinas Urban Center as well as support Irving’s 
award-winning Irving Convention Center.

The project totals $148.5 million. 
SOURCE the City of Irving

AUSTIN — The restaurant industry in Texas is ex-
pected to post 4.7 percent sales growth in 2014 to reach 
$42.5 billion according to the National Restaurant As-
sociation’s (NRA) Restaurant Industry 2014 forecast and 
trends report. Texas restaurants will employ 1.1 million 
next year and create an additional 170,800 jobs in the 
next decade. 

“With forecast sales second only to California and 
with Texas as one of the fastest growing markets in 
America, we have high expectations for a great 2014 in 
the restaurant industry,” said Richie Jackson, CEO of 
the Texas Restaurant Association. “In Texas, not only is 
‘eating out fun’… it is big business.”

This year will mark the fifth consecutive year of 
restaurant industry sales growth despite a continued chal-
lenging economic landscape. Overall, industry sales are 
projected to exceed $683 billion in 2014, up 3.6 percent 

from 2013’s sales volume of $659 billion.
This year will also mark the 15th straight year in 

which restaurant industry employment growth will 
outpace overall employment growth. The industry will 
continue to be the nation’s second largest private em-
ployer with 990,000 restaurants employing 13.5 million 
individuals or 10 percent of the total workforce. The NRA 
expects restaurants to add 1.3 million new positions in 
the next decade, pushing industry employment to 14.8 
million by 2024.

“Restaurants touch every community across the U.S., 
and 2014 will be a year of growth and innovation as the 
industry focuses on inspired new ways to meet consumer 
demand while providing valuable careers to millions of 
Americans,” said Dawn Sweeney, president and CEO of 
the National Restaurant Association. 

SOURCE Texas Restaurant Association

Kick-Off celebrates breadth and depth of YMCA

The Y’s childhood readiness curriculum 
helped Grace Wu and her daughter, 
Veronica, make friends and learn English 
as they acclimated to the U.S. after 
moving from China. 
/Photo by Angelia Timmons-Hanselka

Bonds priced for Irving Entertainment Center

Texas ranks second in restaurant sales volumeA perspective traveler receives complementary frequent flyer miles from Spirit Airlines. 
/ Photo by John Starkey

El Fenix
Continued from Page 1
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Bistro Lunch 
Mon- Fri — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

$6.95 to $16
Daily Vegan options

Elvis Valentine’s Show
Thursday, Feb. 13 — 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.  
$40 per person for dinner and show

 

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

Catering to You!
To you home, business, venue

Call today 
for info on hosting your event at Glory House

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
 Children’s Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English for All Ages
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

LUTHERAN

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church  
1621 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Irving, TX 75061  972-259-8744
www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
2620 West Grauwyler Rd, Irving, TX 75061

www.gslcirving.com

Belt Line Road
Church of Christ

1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

UNITED METHODIST

PRESBYTERIAN USA

To place an ad in the
 worship section,

please call 
972-870-1992

WORSHIP

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

Reverend Frank Pounders 
and Reverend Margaret Pounders

Sunday Morning Services:
9:30 AM Adult Class
11:00 AM Service &
 Children's Church

210 Virginia St., Irving, Texas 75061
 972-253-5083

unitychurcho�rving.com

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest book, 
How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study group on 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 6:30-7:30 PM. based 
on the book. Never forget, you can be whoever you truly 
desire to be: happy or sick; prosperous or poor; good 
in�uence or bad. Choose to the happy, healthy, prosperous 
person you are destined to be. You can achieve your own 
miracle! A straightforward way is by understanding the 
process Jesus used in his Miracles. You can use his miracle 
model regardless of your religious persuasion. Jesus 
demonstrated what anyone can do.This book is a guide to 
developing the ability to make miraculous improvements in 
your life, and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon.

WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE Margaret Pounders latest 
book, How To Make a Miracle, and to attend a study 
group on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 
6:30-7:30 PM. based on the book. Never forget, you can 
be whoever you truly desire to be: happy or sick; 
prosperous or poor; good in�uence or bad. Choose to 
the happy, healthy, prosperous person you are destined 
to be. You can achieve your own miracle! A straightfor-
ward way is by understanding the process Jesus used in 
his Miracles. You can use his miracle model regardless of 
your religious persuasion. Jesus demonstrated what 
anyone can do.This book is a guide to developing the 
ability to make miraculous improvements in your life, 
and is for sale in our bookstore and on Amazon.

Debra E Seznik, DDS
and family

2820 N. O'Connor
Irving, TX 75062
972-594-4888
972-594-4839 (fax)
www.mydfwdentist.com

Dr. Debra Seznik has 
been practicing dentistry 

for more 
than 25 
years.  She 
takes the 
time to really 
get to know 

her patients.  Dr. Seznik 
o�ers state-of-the-art 
dental care in a sterile, 
safe, and friendly 
environment where 
patients feel at ease.

Get Acquainted Specials!  Call today!
Comprehensive Exam, 

Radiographs and Cleaning*

Now Only $129

Complimentary 
Dental Implant & 

Denture Consultation
 (A $218.00 Value) 

Complimentary
Second Opinions

including wisdom 
teeth extractions

(A $218.00 Value)

*Cleaning o�er in absence of periodontal disease. 
O�er cannot be used in conjunction with insurance. 

Mention ad to receive o�ers.
Other restrictions may apply. Call for Details.

(A $330.00 value.)

OPEN 
6 DAYS

A WEEK!!

◆ Family Dining

◆ Homestyle Cooking

◆ All-You-Can-Eat
 Food Bar after 5 p.m.

◆ Lite-eaters selection

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

SPECIAL
N. Y.  Strip &

fried shrimp
for $ 14.95

February 14
5-9 p.m.
◆ Potato 
◆ Vegetable 
◆ Salad Bar 
◆ Desert 

Where Irving
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call
(972) 253-7335

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
Breakfast  ◆ Lunch  ◆ Dinner

Sweet J asked the students 
about their future plans, and answers 
included a zoologist and firefighter/
actor.

“When I was your age, I had 
a dream,” Sweet J said. “I started 
playing basketball about five minutes 
away from here, outside. I just knew 
I loved it. I would try to hurry up, go 
home and do my homework—which 
you guys should be doing—because I 
was on the honor roll. I was spelling 
bee champion. So I took pride in do-
ing homework. And then I went out-
side, played and I found my passion.

“From there, I never knew bas-
ketball was going to take me to 
become a Globetrotter. I knew every 
day while shooting, ‘I want to be a pro 
basketball player.’ So it is great that 
you guys have goals now at this young 
age. I just want to encourage you guys 
to follow through with those goals.

“Don’t ever let anyone tell you 
that you can’t do anything or let 
anyone tell you that you’re different 
or you’re weird. That is a good thing 
to be weird… I’m weird. I love it,” 
she said.

Holy Family of Nazareth School 
is a small but dynamic school with a 
wonderful community, according to 
Principal Janet Muelschen.

“The bullying prevention pro-
gram always means more when it is 
presented by someone they look up 
to and are excited about meeting,” 
Muelshen said.

“The students also get to see 
someone who came from Holy Fam-
ily and set her goals and met them. 
It’s very important, because when 
students are in elementary and 
middle school, sometimes they 
don’t understand the importance 
of how to work towards a goal: the 

perseverance and effort that it takes, 
the positive attitude. Students see 
professional athletes and performers, 
and I think students get the impres-
sion they were just born that way. It 
doesn’t happen that way. They have 
to develop those skills and work to it. 
So it is really wonderful for students 
to see that model and get to meet 
someone who has achieved a goal 
like that.”

Sweet J lived in Irving until the 

age of 13 when her family moved to 
Coppell, TX. She went on to academic 
and athletic success at Coppell High 
School and Texas State University. 
Both her parents are from Nigeria 
and she still plays on the Nigerian 
basketball team when her schedule 
allows.

Some information provided by 
the Harlem Globetrotters.

Sweet J
Continued from Page 1

With a little help from her new friend, Globetrotter “Buckets,” Elizabeth Valdez (first 
grade) spins a basketball like a pro. / Photo by John Starkey
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LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

Wood/Laminate/Ceramic 
INSTALLATION

Carpet Repair 
and/or re-stretching
CALL 214-662-2282

HOME REPAIR

HELP WANTED
Class A CDL driver

Local: 817-246-9535

Home 
delivery 
carrier 
Needed

Seeking an energetic and 
self-motivated individual. 
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	
   willingness to learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
$20 per hour earning po-
tential.

Call	Tammy	Pompa	
at 214-676-1145 

for more information.

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS at 972-870-1992 for more information.

ABOUT TOWN

LEGAL NOTICE

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive 
sealed	 responses	 in	 the	 Purchasing	
Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, 
until the date and time below and will open 
responses at the same location for the 
following item:

1.  RFP #073M-14F Mowing of
Medians and Parkways

Due Date:  2/20/14 @ 3:00 p.m.
Pre-Proposal Mtg: 2/11/14 @

1:30 p.m. or 2/12/14 @ 1:30 p.m.
2.  ITB #075M-14F Large Valves
for Water Tank Rehabilitation
Due Date: 2/18/14 @ 3:00 p.m.

3.  RFP #074D-14F Comprehensive
Plan Update

Due Date: 3/26/14 @ 3:00 p.m.
Pre-Proposal Mtg:  2/20/14 @

2:00 p.m. or 3/6/14 @ 2:00 p.m.
Responses must be received in a sealed 
envelope with solicitation number and due 
date on the envelope. Late responses can-
not be accepted. Information may be found
at www.cityofirving.org click Departments/ 
Purchasing	Phone:	972.721.2631

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Wood Creek Estates, 1st Revision (PL13-0071)

Bluebonnet North’s Addition (PL14-0001)

PUBLIC	NOTICE	BEFORE	THE	CITY COUNCIL	OF	THE	CITY	OF	IRVING,	TEXAS,	TO	CONSIDER	
RESUBDIVISION	OR	REPLATTING	OF	A	RECORDED	SUBDIVISION	WITHIN	THE	CITY	LIMITS	
OF	IRVING,	DALLAS	COUNTY,	TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given for the following public hearings to consider resubdivision or replatting of a 
recorded subdivision as hereinafter described which will be held in the City Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas:

Wood Creek Estates, 1st Revision Replat (PL13-0071)
Platted	as	Lots	31,	32,	and	37	of	Wood	Creek	Estates.	The	property	is	being	replatted	to	add	more	
land to Lots 31 and 32 from Lot 37. This property is located at 1118 and 1122 Katelyn Court, and 37 
and 1929 S. MacArthur Blvd. The property is zoned R-6 (Single Family) and C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial).

Bluebonnet North’s Addition (PL14-0001)
Being a replat of Lot 10, JNO C. McLemore Homestead Addition.  This property is located at 1108 
Bluebonnet Street and is zoned R-6 (Single Family) district.

Planning and Zoning Commission: 7:00 PM, Monday, February 17, 2014

The applications are on file for public examination in the Department of Development Services at 
825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional information, please contact the Department 
of	Development	Services	at	(972)	721-2424.	Please	reference	the	name	of	the	plat	or	case	number	
when requesting information.

All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may speak. This facility 
is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available.  Requests for interpretation 
services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City 
Secretary’s	Office	at	(972)	721-2493	for	assistance.

By Phil Cerroni
In a move to simplify City operations, Coppell moved 

its Engineering and Public Works departments into the 
building adjacent to City Hall. The one-stop development 
and property improvement resource center is located at 
265 E. Parkway Blvd. Affectionately referred to simply 
as “265,” the building was designed to conveniently aid 
citizens and developers needing assistance with property 
improvement as well as new construction projects. “265” 
houses the Engineering, Planning, Building Inspections, 
Environmental Health, Facilities Management and Fire 
Administration departments.

As soon as the building is fully staffed, simple permits 
like fences, storage buildings and pools can be reviewed 
immediately at the front desk. If all the paperwork is in 
order, permit seekers can walk back out the door with a 
permit within 10 to 15 minutes. In the past, people had to 
drop off all the relevant documentation, and inspectors 
would look over the material after returning from the 
field. Often a relatively simple thing like the site plan was 
missing, but the process of contacting the resident would 

extend the process another three to five days.
For more complicated requests involving variables 

like flood plains, which require review by multiple de-
partments, collaboration is as simple as walking across 
the hallway.

This represents a significant improvement from 
Coppell’s earlier arrangement where the Public Works 
departments were scattered in separate buildings across 
the city. Engineering resided in City Hall, but Building 
Inspection was three miles away at another facility, and 
permit seekers would sometimes have to travel back and 
forth between the two buildings multiple times over the 
course of one day in order to get approval.

“What you’re saving is frustration level on develop-
ers,” said Ken Griffin, Director of Engineering and Public 
Works. “The developers that come here…don’t want to 
be sent all over town to various places. It’s more efficient, 
more cost-effective for the developers to come to one 
place and be able to pull all their permits, gets all their 
questions answered.”

Some information provided by the City of Coppell.

Coppell helps 
people create 
healthier, more 
active lifestyles
By Phil Cerroni

The wellbeing of residents is a 
key component of the healthy life-
style the City of Coppell promotes 
throughout its pedestrian oriented 
community. Different business and 
organizational elements are coming 
together to help residents take ac-
tion in creating a healthier future for 
themselves and their families. 

Denise Edmiston with Points 
for Health Acupuncture & Herbal 
Medicine gave an introductory class 
on acupuncture, and guests were 
treated to a complementary Yoga 
class by Cassy Valle as part of the first 
installment of Working Well in Cop-
pell, hosted by the Coppell Chamber 
of Commerce at Rob’s Fitness on 
Jan. 29.

By showcasing resources for 
healthy living, including local gyms, 
doctors and facilities specializing in 
nutrition education that are available 
to residents and business people 
alike, the new program, which takes 
place the fourth Wednesday of every 
month, allows the Chamber to sup-
port the larger mission of the City’s 
“Living Well in Coppell.” 

Some information provided by the Coppell 

Chamber of Commerce.

“Business travelers are the bread 
and butter right now,” said Dave 
Bratton, founder and managing di-
rector for Destination Analysts. “It’s 
really interesting because Irving has 
a to-die-for demographic of visitors. 
Ninety percent of the people who 
stay in the hotels are employed or 
self-employed. Sixty some percent 
are in joint income households so 
they have a lot of money and they 
spend a ton here.”

Also during the meeting, Irving 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
2012-2013 Board Director Jack 
Spurlock was awarded for his work 
on the board.

“Jack has contributed to the 
City in so many ways,” Board Direc-
tor Robert Martinez said. “Jack has 
always led from his heart.”

Also, the Carpenter Award was 
presented to officials from VHA, 
a community-owned health care 
system. The Nelson Award went to 
College Football Playoff, the organi-
zation that replaced NCAA football’s 
Bowl Championship Series; the 
Townsell Award was presented to 
Pathways, a non-profit organization 
that specializes in self-empowerment 
training.

in the 100 meters at the 2000 USATF 
Junior Nationals.

In 2002, Huff began playing 
football at the University of Texas 
(UT) where he managed to turn 
heads, starting every game as a 
redshirt freshman and earning dis-
tinction as a third-team Freshman 
All-American. He continued to be a 
key player throughout his UT career 
and started 50 of his 51 games there.

Along the way, Huff managed to 
collect a number of trophies and acco-
lades. He not only was the first Long-
horn to win the Jim Thorpe Award, 
given to the nation’s top defensive 
back (2005,) but set a UT record with 
four interceptions returned for touch-
downs. He remains only the second UT 
player to return two interceptions for 
scores in a season twice (2002-2003.) 
Huff’s senior year was a good one, 
and, as a strong safety, he helped the 
Longhorns to their fourth National 
Championship and ninth perfect sea-
son. He left UT ranked fourth in school 
history with three blocked kicks; his 
44 passes defended were the sixth in 
school annals, and he garnered the 
prestige of being named a First-team 
All-American. All this time, Huff 
continued to run track as a sprinter 

and member of 
the sprint relay 
teams.

The Oak-
land Raiders 
drafted Huff 
as the seventh 
pick in the first 
round during 

the 2006 NFL Draft, and true to form 
he started all 16 games his rookie 
season. He seasoned well in 2007 
and made his first career sack and 
interception-both, ironically enough, 
against the Broncos. By 2009, Huff 
was on fire, establishing career highs 
with three interceptions and 14 pass 
breakups, and his performance dur-
ing 2010 earned him second-team 
All-pro honors after posting a career-
best 98 tackles.

Oakland re-signed Huff as an 
unrestricted free agent in 2011 and 
later released him in March 2013; 
he was picked up by Baltimore later 
that same month. However, the Ra-
vens cut him in late October after his 
performance as a free safety was not 
what coaches had been hoping for. 
Huff began his career as a Denver 
Bronco in mid-November 2013, and 
now with the Super Bowl in sight, 
he just might have flown the coop to 
back the right horse. 

Some information provided 

by the Denver Broncos.

Huff
Continued from Page 1

DAllAS    213
IrVINg    210

In a spirited match-up in South-
ern Methodist University’s (SMU) 
Moody Coliseum, on the afternoon 
of Jan. 21, honorary team captain 
and Dallas City Councilman, Adam 
Medrano, led his team of SMU wom-
en’s basketball players to victory 
in round one of the Little Big Shot 
Mayoral 3-Point Shootout against 
Irving Mayor, Beth Van Duyne, and 
the University of Dallas women’s 
basketball team. The final score was 
213-210.

Little Big Shot is a private foun-
dation that donates all proceeds 
from its competitive basketball fund 
raisers to benefit children’s advocacy 
groups that serve at-risk children. 
The mayor’s shootouts are the kickoff 
for the organization’s fund raising 
tournament season. The Dallas/ Fort Worth area tournament is scheduled 
for Mar., and 100 sponsored teams, in seven divisions, will compete to raise 
funds for Big Brothers Big Sisters and H.O.P.E. Farm.

“Having the support of the leaders of our communities is very gratify-
ing, and I hope the area businesses will join us in supporting these terrific 
organizations that serve deserving children”, said Tom Slone, founder and 
CEO of Little Big Shot.

Round two of the Mayoral Shootout will pit Mayor Betsy Price of Fort 
Worth and Texas Christian University’s basketball team against Arlington 
Mayor Robert Cluck and players from The University of Texas at Arlington. 
The winner will square off against Dallas to determine the tournament 
champion. The Mayor’s trophy will be awarded at Little Big Shot’s “Jocks 
and Jerseys” gala on Mar. 16, hosted at H.O.P.E. Farm.

SOURCE Little Big Shot 

‘265’ streamlines Coppell’s public works
By bringing the City’s public works departments under one roof, Coppell’s building “265” makes it faster and easier for residents and 
developers to acquire a myriad of permits. / Photo by Phil Cerroni

Dallas bests  Irving 
in charity shootout

Mayor Beth Van Duyne teams up 
with the University of Dallas women’s 
basketball team to support Little 
Big Shot, whose charity basketball 
tournaments assist organizations like 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
/ Photo courtesy of University of Dallas

Hospitality
Continued from Page 1



www.RamblerNewspapers.comFebruary 1, 2014Page 8

By Matt Mungle
Over the next few weeks leading 

up to the Oscars I will break down 
each category for you and let you 
know precisely who should win and 
why. There is an exact science to my 
methods, so I do not suggest you try 
and figure out how my mind works; 
just go with it.

This week we look at the nomi-
nated directors. Some may argue 
that an expert actor with a perfect 
script needs no direction. Maybe, 
if that performance is a one person 
play. But for the same reason that 
brilliant musicians like YoYo Ma still 
needs a conductor when playing with 
an ensemble, so every actor needs a 
director to hold everyone together 
in perfect rhythm. A great director 
composes each scene in a way that 
gives the soloist the room and confi-
dence to soar.
n Gravity (Alfonso Cuarón)

Should not win. This film looked 
incredible. It sounded amazing. And 
yes Sandra Bullock kept us on the 
edge of our seats. But directing a look 

and directing people are two different 
animals. It is the same reason you 
never see directors of animated films 
nominated. 
n Nebraska (Alexander Payne)

Should not win. This was one 
of my favorite films of the year but 
for reasons other than how it was 
directed. Plus he shot it in black and 
white which will just piss people off. 
They only tolerate that from Woody 
Allen.
n The Wolf of Wall Street (Mar-
tin Scorsese)

Should not win. Scorsese has 
cool glasses but if you need three 
hours to tell this story, you are just 
rambling. You aren’t Terrence Ma-
lick. Edit the dang thing.
n American Hustle (David O. 
Russell)

Should not win. If 12 Years a 
Slave had come out last year, maybe. 
I am sure he had to hustle to rope 
in Bradley Cooper, Amy Adams, 
Christan Bale, and Jennifer Lawrence.
n 12 Years a Slave (Steve Mc-
Queen)

Should win. Using the illustra-
tion above then you understand why 
McQueen should win hands down. 
This multi faceted cast playing roles 
that covered many social classes 
spanning years in time needed a con-
ductor to keep the pace. There were 
too many opportunists for runaway 
performances or bogged down story 
lines. Steve cracked the whip and 
kept everyone in line! (I may wake up 
in the middle of the night regretting 
that illustration.)

Next week I take a look at the 
Best Actress nominees! Your home-
work before then is to go rent Blue 
Jasmine because I know you didn’t 
see it in the theater.

ENTERTAINMENT

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Internal Medicine
✦ Joined Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving in 2007
✦Educated at the University of Connecticut and St. George’s University 
School of Medicine in Grenada. Dr. Cebik was a resident in internal 
medicine at Wayne State University/Detroit Medical Center
✦ Accepts most major health plans including Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans such as Aetna Medicare PPO, Medicare Complete, 
Humana Medicare PPO, Blue Cross Medicare and AARP.

Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm.
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 350 Irving TX 75061

For more information, visit our website at www.mscitx.com

972-253-4200Call today! 

 Dr. Sharon Cebik

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 438-1500

Serving Irving since 1966 MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US 
each week 

for interesting 
and motivational 

speakers

 

By Brian Ahern
Virginia Johnson, the current 

director of the Dance Theatre of Har-
lem in New York, visited the Irving 
Arts Center (IAC) on Tue., Jan. 21, 
to speak about the group’s legacy as 
a civil rights pioneer among artistic 
organizations. The talk accompa-
nied a new exhibit, running at the 
IAC through Mar. 16, that displays 
elaborate costumes, photographs 
and other artifacts from the historic 
troupe.

The Dance Theatre of Harlem 
broke racial barriers in the late 60s 
and 70s when Arthur Mitchell, a 
renowned African American classical 
ballet dancer with the New York City 
Ballet, founded the theater in 1969 af-
ter the assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. At that time, it was unusual 
and generally unaccepted for African 

Americans to participate in classical 
dance, and Mitchell endeavored to 
create an institution that could help 
black artists find their place in a di-
vided America.

Mitchell was greatly inspired by 
the work of George Balanchine, the 
famed Russian choreographer and 
director of the New York City Ballet 
who is generally considered to be 
the father of American ballet, under 
whom the younger man worked in the 
50s. Balanchine reinvigorated the art 
form for an American audience in the 
30s, increasing its relevance in a coun-
try that was largely dismissive of such 
an Old World, aristocratic medium.

When Balanchine arrived in 
the United States during 1933, he 
brought with him a vision to found 
his own dance company that was 
composed of equal numbers of 

The new romantic comedy, At 
Middleton may be a good “date night” 
choice for those looking for a bit of 
whimsy and a break from the genre 
norm. It certainly doesn’t follow the 
rules when it comes to formulas and 
stereotypes. Yet it still works for 
those fearful of treading too far into 

the experimental 
waters. 

G e o r g e 
Hartman (Andy 
G a r c i a )  a n d 
Edith Martin 
(Vera Farmiga) 
are strangers at-
tending the same 
college orienta-
tion with their 
children. George 
is a straight laced 
doctor ready to 
launch his son 
into  the  new 

world of education. Edith is a free 
spirited mom who isn’t quite ready 
for her daughter to fly the coupe. 
When they sneak off together to ex-
plore the campus on their own, they 
soon form a bond and find that each 
has something special to offer. 

This feels many times like a 
stage play. The two main characters 
interact with one another in a way 
that causes the background and sets 
to fade away. Everything becomes 
simply a prop for them to use on 
their journey. The surroundings 
matter little in comparison to the 

building relationship. That is good 
or bad depending on how you like 
the writing. Those who like carefree 
conversation and an almost impro-
visational approach will appreciate 
the rhythms. Farmiga does a perfect 
job of taking what is on the page and 
making it so much her own you forget 
it is scripted. 

Andy Garcia has played many 
characters and it is fun to watch him 
in this one. His subdued demeanor 
gets run over by Farmiga’s fanciful 
character. But behind his eyes, you 
catch a glimpse of playfulness that 
clues you in that he loves the mo-
ment. He can’t let on that he is taken 
by this insane woman, but at the 
same time, he can’t wait to be carried 
off on the adventure. 

This is a love story, and like 
most, you have to be willing to love 
the story. The concept of two strang-
ers falling in love over several hours 
can’t be broken down and analyzed. 
It is to be savored by those who enjoy 
the taste. At Middleton is rated R for 
drug use and brief sexuality. Why this 
has an R rating I will never know. 
There is one brief outburst of lan-
guage and a scene of adult partying. 
Other than that there is nothing in 
this to feel awkward or embarrassed 
by. I give it 3.5 out of 5 bike rides. 
The acting is good and the chemistry 
works. Not a bad choice for a date 
night if you like a different path.

2014 Mungleshow Productions. 

All rights reserved.

Visiting dance theatre pioneered civil rights in art

Oscar winning directors 
need rhythm, timing and color

white and black dancers, according 
to Johnson. Balanchine’s outside 
perspective of American democracy 
was telling of the country’s renown 
as a free and equal nation, but sadly 
the U.S. had yet to live up to its own 
reputation. It was not until 1954 that 
Arthur Mitchell became the com-
pany’s first African American dancer.

Inspired by the work of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and other civil rights 
leaders, Mitchell used his fame to 
help other black Americans find 
the opportunity to have their voices 
heard in the American arts scene, 
and Johnson was one of those who 
were struggling to find their place in 

classical ballet.
“In 1968 I was a young dancer 

who had spent my life … aspiring to 
be a classical dancer,” she said, “(I 
was) training very seriously to be a 
classical dancer and was told very re-
cently, ‘Oh, sorry, my dear, there are 
no black ballet dancers. Maybe you 
(should try) modern dance or jazz.’”

Johnson’s youth and determina-
tion paid off as well as her training, 
and she became one of the first mem-
bers of Mitchell’s dance company. 
“Dance Theater of Harlem took off,” 
she said. The company gained an 
international reputation and toured 
Europe, the Caribbean and South 

Africa.
Johnson said Mitchell’s work 

proved to be instrumental in destroy-
ing racial stigmas in America.

“The question of ‘can blacks do 
classical dance?’ became a very useful 
tool … in the Civil Rights Movement,” 
she said, explaining that Mitchell’s 
philosophy was that art could change 
the world, and he understood that 
“there was only one way to change 
people’s minds (about race) and that 
was to show them.”

In 2004, the theater went on 
hiatus due to financial issues, but 
in 2012 it reformed and, according 
to Johnson, is currently rebuilding.

MATT 
MUNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

Quirky romantic comedy 
offers something new

Andy Garcia and Vera Farmiga meet when their children tour a college./ Anchor Bay Films
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INDOOR WALKATHON
BENEFITING THE PETS 
OF THE DFW HUMANE SOCIETY
with Raffle items and Pet Kissing Booth 

February 8, 2014
8am Ribbon Cutting 
by Mary Wahler, Miss Texas (United America).

8-10am Walkathon
at Irving Mall – “Center Court”
Use the Main Entrance facing 183, between La Vida and Los Lupes 
restaurant. Register as a Walker and pay the registration fee online.
$10 Registration fee per walker age 13 and up; free for ages 12 and 
under. Group members may sign up individually and enjoy participat-
ing together. Individual fundraising web page provided for each 
registered walker. Email, text, tweet and Facebook your friends asking 
them to pledge and pay through your individual walker page that will 
be provided on www.dfwhumane.com
Sponsor a walker at http://www.dfwhsvolunteer.com/walker/index.php

GREAT PRIZES
All proceeds benefit the pets of DFW Humane Society.

1. LANGUAGE: What does 
the verb “bibble” mean?
2. FAMOUS QUOTES: Who 
once said, “Humor is just 
another defense against the 
universe.”
3. MOVIES: Which Charlton 
Heston movie used more 
than 1 million props?
4. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: About how long is the 

Iditarod Trail sled dog race?
5. AD SLOGANS: What ad-
vertiser urged consumers to 
“Say it with flowers”?
6. ANATOMY: Of the 206 
bones in the adult body, 
about one-fourth are located 
where?
7. LITERATURE: Which 
book written by Charles Dick-
ens features a young boy 
named Pip?
8. MUSIC: What was Paul 
Simon’s first solo to hit the 
Top 10?
9. MYTHOLOGY: Who was 
Hippolyta in Greek mythol-

ogy?
10. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of fruit is the liqueur 
Chambord made from?
Answers
1. To drink often or much
2. Mel Brooks
3. “Ben-Hur”
4. More than 1,000 miles
5. FTD
6. In the feet
7. “Great Expectations”
8. “Mother and Child Re-
union” 
9. Queen of the Amazons
10. Raspberry

• Famed cultural anthro-
pologist Margaret Mead made 
the following sage observation: 
“One of the oldest human needs 
is having someone to wonder 
where you are when you don’t 
come home at night.”

• If you’re like the average 
American, you will eat about 150 
bananas this year. 

• Up until the 1500s, the 
accepted way of dealing with a 

patient who was hemorrhaging 
was to cauterize the wound, 
often with boiling oil or red-hot 
irons. It was in the latter part of 
the 16th century that a French 
surgeon named Ambroise Pare 
began tying off the broken blood 
vessels with cord. That’s pretty 
much what surgeons do today. 

• It’s been estimated that 
a million pigeons live in New 
York City.

• When pop star Christina 
Aguilera is on tour, she insists on 
having a police escort. She hates 
to be stuck in traffic. 

• Next time you’re heading 
to Illinois, you can stop off in 

Metropolis and visit the self-
declared birthplace of Super-
man. In honor of their hometown 
superhero, the citizens erected 
a 15-foot bronze statue of him.

• It was Abraham Lincoln 
who signed into law the legis-
lation that created the Secret 
Service. That very night, he was 
assassinated. 

• Those who study such 
things say that on the 13th of 
every month, triskaidekaphobia 
causes a loss of $83 million to 
American business due to ab-
senteeism from work and other 
disruptions. 
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

American Legion Post #218
Heritage	Park	Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter	Park	East	
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second	Tuesday	at	Joe’s	Coffee	Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Greater Irving Republicans
Meets	the	first	Tues.	each	month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30	to	9	PM
Senter	Park	East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
   Thursdays @ 11:30 a.m.

at Los Lupes

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
PH	972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP	Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

First Christain Church  
104 W. Grauwyler Rd.

Second Thursday every month
Irving Rotary Club

Thursdays at 12 pm
Las Colinas Country Club

ndugger@irvingisd.net
Irving Sunrise Rotary

Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N. O”Connor Rd.
Metroplex Glass Club

Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.
Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.

For more info call 972-986-2990
The Optimist Club of Irving
1st	Wednesday	at	6:30	P.M.	and	

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.
Saturday Singles

Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525
Single Moms Care & Support 

of Irving
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA (cor-
ner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!
TOPS TX #58, Irving

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Dwelling	Place

1126 Hilltop Drive
VFW Post 2494 IRVING

Post	Meeting	–	1st Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’	Auxiliary	-1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s	Auxiliary	–	4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd
Widowed Persons Service 

Every Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.
at Wonderrful World of Cooking

Karen – 972-986-4056

FUN & GAMES

 CLUBS
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