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February 4, 2012“Irving’s weekly community newspaper”
RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50c

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

See ZEST FEST, Page 6

By Alice Canham
Irving City Attorney Charles 

Anderson read the resolution, nearly 
three hours after the start of a special 
Council Meeting on Jan. 30: “The 
City Council authorizes the City Man-
ager and City Attorney to negotiate a 
resolution to alter the [relationship 
with] the economic development pro-
gram known as South Irving Heritage 
District Initiative, and with Heritage 

District, LLC, and Comerica Bank 
and any related partners.”

With that, the Council unani-
mously voted to enter into mediation 
and hire an attorney firm (Gibson, 
Dunn and Crutcher, LLC) to sever 
its five-year relationship with Delbert 
McDougal, the City’s chosen master 
developer for the downtown area 
known as Irving Heritage Crossing. 
His son Marc McDougal, the media 

spokesperson for Heritage District, 
LLC was traveling and unavailable 
for comment.

Mayor Beth Van Duyne clarified 
the message as she continued reading 
a prepared statement.

“The City Council is voting to-
night to authorize city staff to proceed 
with a pair of initiatives designed to 
inject new energy into the Heritage 
Crossing Development Project,” Van 

Duyne said. “Council members have 
voted to allow city officials to enter 
into mediation to finalize all matters 
with the developer Heritage LLC and 
Comerica Bank.

“By resolving the matters with 
Heritage District LLC, the City seeks 
to clear the way to bring in other 
developers. By doing so, the City 
is hoping to increase the pace of 
construction on the mix of homes, 

businesses and scenic open spaces 
envisioned for the area, recognizing 
that this will be a long-term project.

“The City is pursuing a media-
tion route to end its relationship with 
Heritage LLC, and rather than have 
the land now held by the developer 
become tied up, the City wants a free 
hand to pursue development initia-
tives according to its timetable.

City takes actions to divorce itself from developer

State of the City:
Mayor says tough times 
call for tough measures
By Jess Paniszczyn

Mayor Beth Van Duyne gave her first State of 
the City address at the Irving Convention Center on 
Jan. 31. During her speech, the Mayor highlighted 
many of Irving’s best features and encouraged team-
work between City officials, staff and the public, but 
warned that tough decisions must be made to ensure 
the future economic success of the City. 

The following are a few excerpts from Mayor 
Van Duyne’s presentation: 

“Our economic development partnership has fa-
cilitated 10 corporate relocations to Irving. Together 
with the Chamber we generated 82 economic devel-
opment projects that will create an additional 28,000 

By Jess Paniszczyn

For those who like it hot, ZestFest 
is the perfect place to be. Serving up 
items from pickles to beer cheese to 
gourmet salsas, the event presented at 
the Irving Convention Center on Jan. 
27-29 was the hottest ticket in town. 

“ZestFest is better than ever. This 
year our Celebrity Chef Stage features 
Jon Bonnell and Eddie Dean,” said 
Greg Bagarozy, ZestFest producer/
manager. “We have the Atomic Wing 
Eating Challenge and also a hot pickle 
eating contest. ZestFest offers people 
the ability to go into one building and 
sample food from all over the world 
with different flavors and tempera-
tures. 

“We have about 150 venders, and 
as of right now, the place is packed. 
People just keep coming in waves. 
They all seem to be real happy, and 
they are tasting a lot of flavorful and 
hot foods. At this point, we probably 
have more than 5,000 people here. 

ZestFest 
offers a 

spicy slice 
of life

By Alice Canham
Four young men from Thomas 

Haley Elementary School in Irving 
brought home iPads for winning first 
place in their grade level in the Third 
Annual ‘African American Male Aca-
demic Bowl’. Billed as ‘Aiming for the 
Stars’, the event at North Lake Col-
lege on Jan. 28 brought youngsters 
from throughout the Metroplex. 
Additionally, Tarrant County teams 
competed for the first time this year. 
Ninety-three young men, third grade 

through sixth, were registered to 
participate.

The contest is organized in a 
Jeopardy-style format as teams from 
area schools and organizations face 
questions from one of five categories 
and earn point values that take into 
account the level of difficulty for each 
question. Identical study packets 
are given to all the participants in 
advance to help them prepare.

The Thomas Haley ‘Dream-

CHRISTUS Health announced 
Jan. 30 a decision to consolidate 
their corporate offices in Irving. This 
means that virtually all CHRISTUS 
corporate Associates who now office 
out of the two CHRISTUS corporate 
offices in Houston and the corporate 
office in San Antonio, as well as those 
system Associates based at various 
other locations, will be requested to 
move to the Dallas area.

“We decided to bring our sys-
tem offices together in one location 
because change is a necessity,” said 
Ernie Sadau, president and CEO of 
CHRISTUS Health. “We have all 
witnessed the dramatic changes go-
ing on in the health care industry, 

even in our world, and we know that 
CHRISTUS must be prepared not 
only to respond, but to lead these 
changes.

“To do that, we must build one 
CHRISTUS corporate community, 
driven by a strong, thriving, unified 
culture of service, simplicity and 
accountability. Locating all of the 
system services and Associates in 
one location will allow them to work 
together more effectively. It is also an 
important stewardship action, as it 
will drive costs out of the system and 
increase the value the system services 
provide to our patient care ministries 
and, ultimately, to the patients and 

See HERITAGE, Page 4

See STATE, Page 8

Haley students win academic bowl

See ACADEMIC, Page 7

See CHRISTUS, Page 6

CHRISTUS Health consolidating top brass in Irving

Photo by John Starkey 

During her first State of the City address, 
Mayor Beth Van Duyne focuses on 
economic solutions for the City and 
teamwork.

Photos by John Starkey 

Working and learning, members of Man Up and QUEENS accompany 
Eddie Dean (left) on the Celebrity Chef Stage for a cooking demonstration.

Ever wondered how zombies are made? Zach’s Zombie Sauce seems to be 
the answer according to some sauce aficionados. 
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RE:  STATE OF DART 
Dear Mayor Van Duyne, Coun-

cilmembers, and Citizens of Irving:
As the new chairman and your 

representative on the DART Board 
of Directors, I am pleased to report to 
you the state of the agency, particu-
larly as it relates to the City of Irving.  

The Orange Line Opens Doors 
of Opportunity

By now, you are probably aware 
of the Orange Line. When it opens 
in two segments, on July 30 and 
Dec. 3 of this year – with a much-
anticipated third segment to Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport to 
follow – it will be a defining moment 
both for DART and for our city. The 
first two segments will extend to 
North Irving/Las Colinas and Belt 
Line Road, respectively – serving, 
along the way, the growing Univer-
sity of Dallas, the Las Colinas Urban 
Center, the new, $133-million Irving 
Convention Center, North Lake Col-
lege, and Belt Line Road on DFW 
Airport property. 

The final section got a boost 
on December 2011, when DART 
President/Executive Director Gary 
Thomas signed a contract with 
Kiewit, Stacy, Witbeck, Reyes, Par-
sons (KSWRP) to design and con-
struct the $149.7-million, 5.2-mile 
project. Only two days later, U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Ray La-
Hood announced that DART would 
receive a $5 million federal TIGER 
grant to help finance the Orange Line. 

In the coming months, DART 
is planning a robust marketing cam-
paign to introduce the public to the  
educational, medical, employment 
and entertainment destinations that 
now are newly accessible via the 
Orange Line. 

Look for the familiar yellow 
trains to make a preview appearance 
soon, as DART begins making test 
runs along the new route. 

Fiscal Year 2011 Budget 
Highlights

DART’s Sales Tax Revenues 
were $402.4 million, 2.2% better 
than target, and Total Revenues 
reached $659.7 million. The agency’s 
total Subsidy Per Passenger was 
10.5% better than target, and its sales 
tax for operating expenses came in 
2.1% better than target. 

Ridership
While ridership is still down due 

to the economy, the agency nonethe-
less performed 8.8% above target, de-
livering 111.8 million passenger trips. 

Taking Care of Customers
In mid-2011,  the agency 

launched “ON THE GO. IN THE 
KNOW” – a branded marketing 
campaign touting DART’s multiple 
electronic information tools.

The suite of services includes 
service alerts via DART’s mobile 
website; text messages sent by Twit-
ter and Facebook; and the My DART 
Updates subscription service, which 
allows riders to receive email and text 
alerts in categories they’ve selected. 
Additionally, riders can text a unique 
five-digit Stop ID number identify-
ing their bus stop or train station, 
and they will get a return message 
specifying the next two arrival times. 

New LED signs displaying wait 
times for the next two trains (the next 
four in the Central Business District 
and Mockingbird Station) are cur-
rently being installed and tested at all 
rail stations. When a service disrup-
tion occurs, custom messages will 
be directed to the station or stations 
affected. These signs will be included 
at all Orange Line stations.  

I am also proud to share that the 
annual Customer Satisfaction Survey 
results indicate that 9 out of 10 cus-
tomers are satisfied with DART. This 
is essentially unchanged from the 
prior year, but it’s remarkable when 
you consider the sweeping changes 

to bus service that took place with the 
Green Line opening. DART contin-
ues to work on timing, connections, 
system safety, communications and 
cleanliness.
Blue Line Extends to Rowlett

Rowlett will be celebrating right 
alongside Irving in December, when 
a 4.5-mile, $360-million extension 
of the Blue Line will link Rowlett’s 
downtown with Garland’s. In the 
process, Irving’s citizens will gain ac-
cess to Lake Ray Hubbard and, in the 
future, transit-oriented development 
in Downtown Rowlett.

Modernizing our Bus Fleet
In FY2011, the agency signed 

contracts totally nearly $234 million 
to purchase heavy duty, low-floor 
buses – fueled with clean burning 
compressed natural gas (CNG) –  to 
replace the current fleet which began 
service in 1998. The new buses are 
scheduled to enter revenue service 
in 2013 and the full fleet conversion 
should be complete in 2015. 

DART’s $210-million contract 
with North American Bus Industries, 
Inc. adds up to 452 modern 30-foot 
and 40-foot buses into the fleet. 
The agency also is buying 123 agile 
14-passenger or 17-passenger buses 
through a cooperative purchase 
agreement on a Houston/Galves-
ton Area Council of Governments 
contract.  

These smaller buses will be used 
on lower-ridership routes to expand 
both fixed and Flex route services. 
Better scaled to maneuver suburban 
streets, these vehicles also are more 
fuel-efficient and cost less to main-
tain and operate. 

In December, DART staff met 
with the vendor in Alabama to pre-
view a prototype of the new 30- and 
40-foot buses. One of these 40-foot 
prototypes will arrive in Dallas on 
March 1. The rest will begin arriving 
in October 2013, and will be delivered 

over a three-year period. 
Making History

Last September, DART’s Presi-
dent/Executive Director, Gary Thom-
as was elected Chair of the American 
Public Transportation Association 
(APTA), the leading organization for 
the transit industry, which represents 
the first time anyone from DART has 
served in this prestigious capacity.

In November, the new DART 
Police Headquarters earned an in-
credible distinction by becoming the 
first publicly-owned building listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places to achieve LEED Platinum 
Certification from the United States 
Green Building Council, the organi-
zation’s highest recognition. 

To end the year in a high note, 
DART delivered a specially wrapped 
train to the first Mavericks game of 
the season on Christmas Day. This 
was the first ad of its kind on the 
DART System, and it was made pos-
sible by a change of advertising policy.

I am sure that you share my 
excitement as we watch the final 
touches being made to the first and 
second segments of the Orange Line. 
Our contributions to its vision and 

construction will soon be seen by all.
Please mark your calendars for 

the opening-day celebrations being 
held at the new stations on July 28 
and Dec. 1. This is our opportunity 
to showcase the amazing community 
we have and to celebrate the great 
things to come.

If you have questions or sugges-
tions at any time, please feel free to 
contact me at 972.554.0500.

Sincerely,
John C. Danish
Irving’s Representative on the 

DART Board of Directors

The Letters to the Editor 
section is devoted to giving the 
people of Irving a voice. The Ir-
ving Rambler accepts your in-
put, letters, comments – good 
as well as bad, and opinions. 
This section is provided for you 
the reader.

If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com
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Director Stacey Starkey  214-675-9920
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Irving Blvd.

6th St.

Shady Grove

HERITAGE
DISTRICT

Heritage District

109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

$9.95 
per person

WiFi
FREE

$6.95 Hot Buffet
$5.95 Soup/Salad Bar

$7.95 Both

Visit us for lunch 
in the Bistro 

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM 972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Join us for 
Valentine’s Day dinner

Feb. 14 — Couple and families welcome
Visit our website for more info

Reserve your table now! Reservations recommended 
for large parties. Walk-ins welcome!

Every Sunday Brunch 

with lunch/brunch 
and drink purchase.

One per person, not good with any other offer.
Expires: 1/31/12

Featuring a mixture 
of breakfast and lunch items. 
Drinks & dessert additional.

❏ Back, Neck, Knee, and Shoulder Pain
❏ Auto Injuries/Sports Injuries
❏ Headaches
❏ Rehabilitation and Massage �erapy 

In PAIN?  We can Help!In PAIN?  We can Help!

Magnolia Chiropractic, P.A.
139 S. Main St.

Irving, TX 75060

972-554-1511
www.magnoliachiro.com

Call Today!

Dr. Nikisha T. McDaniel

Bring in this ad for a Complimentary Evaluation

1
1

3

4

2

2 5OFF

410 N. O’Connor Road
Irving, TX 75061
customerservice@angelsandmoore.com (972) 579-0535

SEWING ● ALTERATIONS
GIFT SHOPOne coupon per visit.

ONE ITEM
with free 

gift wrapping

25% To Advertise: Sales@IrvingRambler.com  or 817-454-4050. 
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Happy     

Valentine’s 

Day 

From

  Joe’s!

Top Sirloin 
& Shrimp
Dinner for 2
$19.95

February 14
5-9 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
Breakfast  ◆ Lunch  ◆ Dinner

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

      For Take Out Call

    (972) 253-7335Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All-You-Can-Eat 
   Food Bar after 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters selection Where Irving 

Meets 
and Eats

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. IN GOD WE TRUST

◆ Potato 
◆ Vegetable 
◆ Salad Bar 
◆ Desert 

3

LOVINGLY WORN 
DESIGNER FASHIONS 

LOOK LIKE A MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR PENNIES 

                        CONSIGNMENTS 
                          ACCEPTED DAILY

142 S. MAIN ST., IRVING

(972) 259-1249

4

5

Fine Chinese Cuisine and Coctail

China Bistro

8150 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 190
Irving, TX 75063
 

Since 1984

(972) 444-9760

Beautiful Hilltop View
✷ Upscale with casual ambience ✷ 

✷ Lunch and Dinner ✷
✷ Happy Hour Special ✷

Buy one sushi roll, get 2nd 1/2 off AND House Wine $3
Tues-Fri 4:30-6:30 p.m.

✷ Home/Office Delivery ✷ 
Order online: www.hunandynasty.com

Fine Chinese Cuisine and Coctail

China Bistro

8150 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 190
Irving, TX 75063
 

Since 1984

(972) 444-9760

Beautiful Hilltop View
✷ Upscale with casual ambience ✷ 

✷ Lunch and Dinner ✷
✷ Happy Hour Special ✷

Buy one sushi roll, get 2nd 1/2 off AND House Wine $3
Tues-Fri 4:30-6:30 p.m.

✷ Home/Office Delivery ✷ 
Order online: www.hunandynasty.com
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n Aggravated Robbery: January 26 
at 10:24 p.m. An unknown suspect 
entered the McDonalds at 1308 E. SH 
183 and approached the counter. He 
displayed a shotgun to the manager 
and demanded money. The suspect 
was given a small amount of cash from 
the register and fled the location in a 
silver car.

n Robbery:  January 26 at 7:30 p.m.
The victim was sitting on the side-

walk at South Rogers and West Sev-
enth St. playing on his school issued 
laptop computer when a vehicle pulled 
up next to him. Two male suspects 
exited the vehicle and approached the 
victim. One of the suspects kicked the 
victim and took the computer. The 
suspects fled the scene in their vehicle.
n House Fire: January 28 at 10:55 
p.m. Initial ideas are that a space 
heater was left on in the detached 
garage, which burned completely to 
the ground. There is some minor heat 

damage to the siding of the house at 
2000 block of Salem and next door 
as well as the fence bordering this 
house and Crocket Middle School. 
No one was displaced as the primary 
residence is okay and habitable. 

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

POLICE REPORT 

Irving Fire Department responded to 257 
incidents Jan. 26-Feb. 1.

IRVING 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Fire incidents
58  Misc. Fire/ 
 Rescue Calls
3 Special 
 Operations
5 Structure Fires 
2 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
21 Major Accidents
58 Major Medical
27 Heart Attacks
36 Difficulty 
 Breathing 
30 Trauma Related 
17 CPR Situations

NOTE: Files released by the Irving police department were not updated  Jan. 16-25. The 
individuals listed below were incarcerated on felony charges only on Jan. 26.  The fol-
lowing information was published in the Irving Police Department’s Jail Log. Individuals listed in 
this section have been arrested on a felony charge and reflect only a fraction of people each week 
who find themselves the guests of the Irving Police Department. All individuals appearing here are 
considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. For more information, visit the City of Irving 
website, www.cityofIrving.org.

POLICE JAIL LOG 

KEY
CJC – Criminal Justice Center
DWLI – Driving While License invalid
FMFR – Failure to Maintain Finance Responsibility
MVI – Motor Vehicle Inspection
FV – Family Violence
UUMV – Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle
DSO – Dallas Sheriff Office
SO – Sheriff Office
MIP – Minor In Possession (Alcohol) 

n February 4 at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
“Grease”

Irving High School presents  
“Grease.” Cost is $7 for students & $10 
for Adults. Today is your last chance!
n February 4 from 5-8 p.m.
Art Exhibit

Visual Art Exhibition/Reception 
Showcasing the Sedrick & Letitia 
Huckaby Exhibition “Me, We: A Por-
trayal of the Fibers of Life.” Located at 
the Irving Arts Center, Main Gallery, 
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. and admis-
sion is free.
n February 8 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cholesterol Screenings

The Visiting Nurse Association will 
provide cholesterol screenings at the 
Heritage Senior Center, 200 South 
Jefferson St. in Irving. The screenings 
are free and available to individuals 60 
years of age or older. For more infor-
mation contact Vivienne Armstrong, 
R.N., health promotion program 
coordinator with the Visiting Nurse 
Association, at 214-689-2230.
n February 8 at 2 p.m.
Alzheimer’s caregivers support group

Heritage Senior Center is pleased 
to offer support groups for caregivers 
of Alzheimer’s patients, and caregiv-
ers of elderly or frail persons. If you 
would like to join a Men as Caregivers 
group, please contact Trent Alexander 
at Heritage Senior Center. Call 972 
721-2496 for more information.
n February 11 from 8 to 10 a.m.
Walkathon

Help raise money for our furry 
friends at the Irving Mall Main En-
trance facing 183, between La Vida 
and Los Lupes Restaurant. The walk 
will be held inside and no pets please.
n February 4 thru March 5
File for IISD Trustee Election

Residents from inside Irving ISD 
boundaries may apply for a place on 
the Irving ISD Board of Trustees regu-
lar election ballot. File applications 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
at the Irving ISD Administration 
Building in the office of the Special As-
sistant to the Superintendent. If filing 
by mail, send applications to: Irving 
ISD; Special Assistant to the Super-
intendent; 2621 W. Airport Freeway; 
Irving, Texas 75062-6020. For more 
information, call 972-600-5005.

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

TAX RELIEF STARTS HERE
Tax Preparation
●  Individual
●  Partnership
●  Corporations

IRS Tax Problems
●  Audits
●  Unfiled Returns
●  Collections

 (972) 304-9750
www.bronzstar.com

    320 S State Hwy 121 N, Suite 305, 
Coppell, Texas 75019

Bronze Star Tax Service 
will fight hard for you!
● Locally owned and operated
● Serving our Community for over five years
● Proven Tax Professional
● Proven Combat Veteran

Special offer
$25 OFF
any paid tax return

Offer expires 
April 17, 2012

DALE, THEODORE 
DAVID
AGE: 45
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
3201 W HWY 183
Charge 1: DWI 3RD 
(BLOOD)
Bail Amount: $5,000
Charge 2: GIVE 
WRONG NAME
Fine Amount: $774
Charge 3: FAILURE 
TO SIG TURN
Fine Amount: $320
Charge 4: DWLI
Fine Amount: $845

EHONWA, ESEOSA 
VALENTINE
AGE: 32
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
8001 BENT BRANCH
Charge 1: CREDIT 
CARD ABUSE
Charge 2: ELLIS CO 
DWLI FTA/BF
Bail Amount: $10,000
Charge 3: 
IMMIGRATION-ICE 
HOLD

EMBRY, JOHN 
DOUGLAS
AGE: 22
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
N O CONNOR/W 114 
FW EB
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Bail Amount: $7,500

HARDMAN, ROBERT
AGE: 28
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2504 SYRACUSE
Charge 1: THEFT 
PROPU1500 2PRE
Bail Amount: $15,000
Charge 2: THEFT 
PROP <$1500 2+
Bail Amount: $15,000
Charge 3: THEFT 
PROP>=$1,500<$
Bail Amount: $15,000

HART, AMBER
AGE: 35
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
1541 E 356
Charge 1: DSO-MAN 
DEL CS

HOWARD, ARTHUR
AGE: 20
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
6219 CAPESTONE 
DR DALLAS TEXAS
Charge 1: 
AGGRAVATED 
ROBBERY
Bail Amount: $75,000

RAGLAND, RICK LEE
AGE: 20
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
1016 DARBYTOWN 
GRAND PRAIRIE
Charge 1: BURGLARY 
OF BUILDING
Bail Amount: $10,000

REYES-HERNANDEZ, 
JOEL
AGE: 45
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
IRVING HEIGHTS/
PERRY
Charge 1: DRIVING 
WHILE INTOXICATED

WALKER, CARLOS E
AGE: 24
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
4316 RAINIER ST
Charge 1: DV AGG 
ASSAULT W/SBI
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 2: DV 
ASSAULT CAUSES 
BO
Bail Amount: $1,500
Charge 3: CRIMINAL 
MISCHIEF >=
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 4: NO DL
Bail Amount: $398
Charge 5: FMFR
Bail Amount: $603
Charge 6: 
DUNCANVILLE-DWLI
Bail Amount: $611
Charge 7: 
DUNCANVILLE-FMFR 
2ND
Bail Amount: $741
Charge 8: DUNCAN-
FAIL TO SIGNAL
Bail Amount: $270
Charge 9: AGG ASLT 
D/W

WILSON, BRANDON 
HOWELL
AGE: 35
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2002 W ROCK 
ISLAND RD #2071
Charge 1: FORGERY 
GOVT/NATIONA
Bail Amount: $15,000
Charge 2: EULESS 
POSS DRUG PAR
Fine Amount: $488
Charge 3: ARL POSS 
DRUG PARA
Bail Amount: $627

JONES, KRISTAL 
LYNN
AGE: 27
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
110 W 183 #257
Charge 1: TARRANT 
CO-UNATH VEH
Charge 2: BEDFORD-
THEFT UND 50
Fine Amount: $346

By Jess Paniszczyn

Students of every age represent-
ing all of Irving ISD campuses and 
their families arrived at an open 
house at Singley Academy on Jan. 
26 to learn how they placed in the 
district’s annual Technology Media 
Fair. Through creating projects in 
one of 10 different categories by us-
ing computer programs and other 
technologies, students can compete 
as individuals or in teams to be rec-
ognized for their work. 

“Tonight is an opportunity to 
showcase what the students of Irving 
ISD are doing in regards to integrating 
technology into what they are doing 
in the classroom,” said Lorie Squalls, 
Coordinator of Instructional Technol-
ogy for IISD. “Students can compete 
whether they are doing work inside or 
outside of the classroom. If students 
have any special interests, they can 
enter those types of projects as well. 

“We had 888 entries submit-
ted to the district this year, which is 
100 more than we had last year. We 
have outside experts who judge the 
projects as well as the instructional 
technology specialists and librarians.

“Tonight is all about rewarding 
students who received first, second 
or third place in their category. Some 

Technology Media Fair encourages students’ creativity

projects are individual and others 
are group projects, so in all we are 
honoring about 500 students tonight.

“Competing in the Media Fair 
helps students prepare for career or 
college beyond the classroom. One 
of the things we are working on is 
helping students develop a digital 
portfolio, so when they graduate they 
have something to showcase their 
learning and their work. 

“Through the Media Fair we 
are helping students to see not only 
what they are capable of doing in the 
classroom, but also get a feel for some 
of the different careers open to them.” 

The open house recognizes the 
work students have put into creating 
an award winning project, according 
to Lea Bailey, Director of learning 
resources for IISD.

“Participating in the Technology 
Fair gives students a sense of accom-
plishment and pride in what they 
have done. Someone is recognizing 
their work, and the pride the students 

and the families have is tremendous. 
“It is incredible to see how this 

program has evolved over the years. 
We used to get 150 projects, now 
there are more than 800 at the dis-
trict level,” Bailey said.

Rosalyn Ikpatt believes that 
participating in the fair has improved 
her son’s performance in all facets of 
his education. 

“Kyle entered the Media Fair in 
animation, and he won first place,” 
Rosalyn said. “This is something he 
really likes to do. He has won a couple 
of other times. I notice that partici-
pating in this competition generally 
helps him with everything, because 
this is something he loves to do and 
he is good at it.”

Kyle is currently a 7th grader at 
Travis Middle School.

“Winning makes me feel happy, 
excited and proud,” Kyle said. “My 
project took about one to two months 
to create with all the planning and 
audio.” 

Photo by John Starkey

Parents and students appreciate the efforts of those who won in 
IISD’s annual Media Technology Fair. 
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion 

Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving 
Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesdays Ph 972-409-9940

New Panda Cafe @ 11:30   
Hwy 183 At Story, Irving 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB OF IRVING

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

FUN & GAMES

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

I’m Gerry. I am an awesome 
4-year-old spayed female Torti with 
exquisite black and orange markings. 
I was rescued from another shelter 
and was brought here to find my 
forever home. I am very friendly and 
loving to every cat and person I 
come in contact with. Please come 
by and let me charm you with my 
great looks and personality.

I am the fairest of all in the shelter! I 
am Snow White! I am about 4 months 
old, and I was rescued from another 
shelter. If you let me come to live 
with you, I will love you and play with 
you and give you lots of kisses. 
Please be my Prince (or Princess) 
Charming and rescue me!

I’m Gerry. I am an 
awesome 4-year=old 
spayed female Torti with 
exquisite black and 
orange markings. I was 
rescued from another 
shelter and was brought 
here to find my forever 
home. I am very friendly 
and loving to every cat 
and person I come in 
contact with. Please 
come by and let me 
charm you with my great 
looks and personality.

“If the mediation is successful, 
the City will assume the $26 million 
loan, end its relationship with Heri-
tage District LLC, and obtain clear 
titles to the properties assembled by 
the firm.

“At that point, the City plans to 
aggressively market the project to 
new developers.”

Since 2006, McDougal had 
been tasked with acquiring parcels 

of property in the overlooked down-
town corridor to create a larger, 
more usable “land bank” to appeal to 
developers. Granted a City-secured 
$26M line-of-credit loan through 
Comerica Bank, he has exhausted the 
funds while securing approximately 
36 acres – with an assessed value at 
about a third of the costs. 

Meanwhile, attendees at Mon-
day’s meeting learned that the City 
had paid $640,000 to the developer 
for retainer fees, $370,000 for ex-
penses, $363,000 in reimbursement 
for professional services and an 

estimated $732,0000 in commis-
sions. In addition, the City has paid 
$1 million in property taxes on the 
parcels, with an additional payment 
due now – and no certainty about 
who will pay it.

That’s the cloud – but what 
about the silver lining? 

According to City spokesperson 
Susan Rose, 85 properties have been 
purchased with 17 tracts ready for 
development. Since 2006, eight busi-
nesses have been redeveloped, while 
19 new businesses moved in. She 
also pointed to a 35 percent reduc-

tion in the area’s crime rate, after six 
apartment complexes she described 
as “dilapidated and crime-plagued” 
were demolished to make way for 
redevelopment.

All this, she pointed out, during 
one of the worst development cli-
mates in decades. Had buyers been 
available, potential sales could have 
replenished the line-of-credit loan.

For most of those in attendance, 
however, nearly 100 individuals, the 
time was ripe for divorce from the 
man once viewed as the area’s white 
knight. 

“McDougal is just a bad debt,” 
proclaimed Lucia Rottenberg, while 
Elouise McMillian said, “We’re just 
closing the gates after the horse al-
ready got out of the stable.”

Others like Joe Mapes ques-
tioned the City’s lack of oversight for 
the last five years, suspecting flaws in 
the contracts with McDougal. 

“Who wrote those contracts?” he 
asked. “Who approved the contracts? 
Did the Council read the contracts? 
And who signed them?

“How has staff, and how has 
Council let this happen?”

Heritage District
Continued from Page 1
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Title: Big Miracle
Rated: PG

I am not sure what I was up to in 1988 that I missed 
Operation Breakthrough; the effort to free gray whales 
trapped under the ice in Alaska. I don’t even recall the 

1989 book Freeing the Whales by Tom 
Rose which covered the event. But it 
will be a long time before I forget the 
new, heart moving, family film, Big 
Miracle which also tells this amazing 
story of the people who joined forces 
and put aside differences in order to 
save some wonderful mammals. 

While covering human interest 
stories in Alaska, reporter Adam Carl-
son (John Krasinski) discovers a fam-
ily of whales trapped under the ice. 
They are living around an uncovered 
area about 12 feet in diameter and us-
ing it as a way to come up for air. The 
five mile stretch of solid ice leading to 

open water is too far a distance for them to travel with no 
way to come up. Once the news story breaks nation-wide, 
thanks to coverage by The Today Show, everyone from 
a Greenpeace advocate (Drew Barrymore) to an oil drill-
ing tycoon (Ted Danson) are interested in how to break 
through the ice and free these creatures. 

This is a wonderful story with real characters. It is 
full of drama, humor, and edge of your seat anticipation. 
The Cineplex is constantly bombarded with animal sto-
ries, but this one seemed deeper than most. The story is 
solidly written and moves along nicely. It doesn’t rely on 
kitschy lines and sophomoric anecdotes but gives each 
character something to sink their teeth into. The funny 
parts are genuinely funny, and the heart pounding mo-

ments really do sock you in the gut. Plus for those who 
remember the late 80’s it is a nice revisit to some of the 
culture of that time period. 

Danson is very good as this business focused oil 
drilling industrialist who at first wants nothing to do 
with the tragedy. He is at constant war with Barrymore’s 
character who is as tree hugging as they get. The two must 
find common ground in which to work together. Adam 
Carlson is thrown into the limelight pretty fast and has to 
play liaison between the locals and the converging media 
attention. Krasinski is the same as he is in every film. 
That isn’t necessarily bad. He is quite brilliant at playing 
the average “Joe”. His wit and timing have always been 
his strong points and he can make even the lightest line 
enjoyable. 

Big Miracle is rated PG for language. It is very mild 
with only a few light expletives sprinkled in. The peril of 
the animals may be another factor that parents take into 
consideration for their young family members. Being a 
true story nothing is candy coated, and you are on the 
edge of your seat as the situation becomes more dismal. 

There are many notable bonding moments in the 
film as well. Not only does it bring countries and oppos-
ing forces together for one common good, but there are 
other smaller stories in it as well. Cultures have to learn 
to understand each other and even generations must 
come to terms with changing environment as an elderly 
Eskimo fisherman tries to teach his grandson the ways 
of their past. 

I give it a very firm 4 out of 5 sheets of cardboard. This 
has something for the entire family to grab on to and is 
certainly not just a kid’s film. Don’t let the PG rating full 
you. This is a solid film and one that is worth checking out. 

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow Productions.

 Used by Permission.

“Provided in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

Even Exchange

WORKING 
SUPERVISOR

North Royal Lane and 635
Must have experience with 
Fork-lift, pallet jack, and Mi-

crosoft office.Pre-employment 
background and drug test 
required. Pays 25K – 30K 

based on experience.
r_ravelo@actionlogistics.us

Lead Systems 
Analysts 

Irving, TX area. Install, con-
figure, support LAN, WAN & 
wireless networks. Perform 
upgrades & testing. Design/

develop connectivity of server 
to db, scripting, server config & 
automating metrics. Travel/re-
loc as req. Send res. to: Adept 
Computer Consultants, Inc., 
1303 W. Walnut Hill Ln, Suite 

360, Irving TX 75038.

$2000 REWARD
For confidential information 

leading to the arrest and con-
viction of the theft of tools from 

a shop at 3324 Valley View 
Lane Irving, TX 75062, on 
Christmas Day, at about 

3 p.m. Please call criminal 
investigation 972-721-2535 

report #11-31234. All informa-
tion is confidential. 

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE

REAL ESTATE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS To place an ad, call (972) 870-1992 
or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW!
Online or at the Theater

WOMAN IN BLACK    PG13
12:50    3:10    5:30    7:50    10:10

* CHRONICLE    PG13
1:05    3:15    5:40    8:00    10:15

MAN ON A LEDGE    PG13
1:25    4:20    7:20    9:50

ONE FOR THE MONEY    PG13
12:50    3:05    5:20    7:35    10:10

THE GREY    R
1:10    3:50    7:05    9:45

DESCENDANTS    R
1:35    4:15    6:55    9:35

EXTREMELY LOUD AND
INCREDIBLY CLOSE    PG13

1:05    4:05    7:00    9:55

RED TAILS    PG13
1:15    4:15    7:15    10:05

HAYWIRE    R
1:50    4:30    7:10    9:40

UNDERWORLD 4 3D    R
12:50    3:05    5:20    7:45    10:05

CONTRABAND    R
1:45    4:40    7:25    10:00

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 4:
GHOST PROTOCOL    PG13

9:45

GIRL WITH
THE DRAGON TATT00    R

1:10    4:35    8:00

HUGO - 2D    PG
1:05    3:55    6:50

# - No Passes
* - Fully Restricted

Irving
 Rambler

Subscribe to the  

Home Delivery  — 
Never miss an issue.

Only $35 per year — 
a fantastic value.

Makes a great gift!

Contact 
Circulation Manager 

Tammy Pompa 
214-676-1145 / 

tammyp
@irvingrambler.com

Family movie tells a whale of a story

MATT 
MuNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

Only 1 advertising 
opportunity left!o un

Call your DFW News Flash 

sales representative today 

to reserve your Valentine ad 
space or email us at 

Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com

Call your Irving Rambler 

sales representative today 

to reserve your Valentine ad 
space or email us at 

Sales@IrvingRambler.com

“Contact your DFW News Flash Rep or 

contact us at 

Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com “

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses 
in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until 
the date and time below and will open responses at the same 
location for the following item:

1. ITB #081M-12F 
 Dixon-King Richard-Sunnybrook-Briarwood Water & 

Wastewater Main Improvement Project
 Pre-Bid Meeting 

02/10/12 @ 2:00 PM
Irving City Hall

Second Floor Conf. Rm. 2A
825 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving, TX 75060 
Due Date: 02/17/12

3:00 PM
 Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solici-
tation number and due date on the envelope. Late responses 
cannot be accepted. Information may be found at 

www.cityofirving.org click
Departments/ Purchasing.

Phone: 972.721.2631

Regal Plastic Supply Company 
Relocates to Irving

Regal Plastic Supply Company, the Midwest’s leader since the 
mid-1950’s of plastic sheet, rod, tube, film and fabricated parts, has 
purchased and closed on the 50,000+ SF facility at 9200 Royal Lane 
in Irving.  They closed on the facility in Irving on Tuesday January 31.  

The company plans to relocate and occupy the facility at 9200 
Royal Lane no later than November 1, 2012, following the completion 
of tenant improvements. 

Currently, Regal Plastic has 30 full-time employees and by more 
than doubling their physical space in Irving, they estimate creating 
upwards of 70 full-time jobs within the next 10 years. The company 
will add approximately $3 million in new, taxable real and business 
personal property value to Irving’s tax roll, and also generate an addi-
tional $20.4 million in taxable sales, thus helping to to sustain Irving’s 
low residential tax base.

This news comes in response to another great team effort put forth 
by the Irving Economic Development Partnership to formulate a small, 
yet attractive incentive offer to Regal Plastic.

Regal Plastic is relocating from Dallas and their current location 
at 2356 Merrell Road.   

The community uses social media 
to talk about the great city of Irving

Tuesday night’s dinner event included everything from celebrating 
last year’s accomplishments to the Chamber’s 80th anniversary.  Mayor 
Beth Van Duyne also shared a special keynote address and gave our 
guests a vision of our future.  Mayor Van Duyne also shared the news 
on recent economic developments wins and the more than 30 new 
economic development projects currently in the works.

At the beginning of the event, Chairwoman Jo Ann Goin challenged 
the audience to use social media to begin sharing the great news about 
Irving and its successes.   We truly have a lot to be proud of in our city 
and here is what our guests had to say...

As a part of the challenge, we promised to present a brand new 
Blackberry Torch, compliments of RIM, to one lucky winner with the 
best tweet or status update.  The winner is: Eric Pilon who said “Even 
after moving here just 5 months ago, I can see why Irving is one of 
Bloomberg’s 50 best places to live in the nation! #IrvingChamber”

Thanks Eric Pilon and all our friends on Facebook and Twitter who 
are helping spread the word on all the great things Irving has to offer!

If you haven’t yet, download the Irving2Go app and connect with 
us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Irving’s business women meet at La Cima 
for Women’s Alliance Luncheon

The Women’s Alli-
ance met at La Cima Jan-
uary 18. There was some 
great networking going 
on and our speaker, Fran 
Hoover, shared several 
usable trips to “Mar-
ket Yourself with Style.”   
The next luncheon will 
be February 15.  Sign 
up by calling Dagmar 
Metzler at 214.217.8484.  
Register early to receive 
preferred pricing!

By Alice Canham
Irving arts associations were 

well represented as TACA (The Arts 
Community Alliance) announced 
their 2012 grants beneficiaries on 
Jan. 30. The Irving Symphony Or-
chestra, (recently rebranded as 
‘ENVISO’) and the Irving Chorale 
each received grants of $5,000 while 
Lyric Stage was awarded $35,000, 
an increase from last year’s grant of 
$33,000.

A total of 41 arts organizations 
in North Texas were awarded a mil-
lion dollars in this latest TACA grant 
cycle. The largest gifts of $100,000 
were given to three organizations: 
the Dallas Opera, Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra and Dallas Theater Center.

“TACA is a magnificent organi-
zation,” said the founding producer 
of Lyric Stage, Steven Jones. “They 
started supporting us in our third 

year or so, when we were very small. 
That stamp of approval from TACA 
has meant tens of thousands of dol-
lars of support for us over the past 
fifteen years.

“Costs to mount a production 
are continually on the increase. 
Without their support, it would be 
difficult for us to put on all the pro-
grams we do.”

Harry Wooten is artistic director 
for the Irving Chorale. The group was 
one of only four adult choral groups 
to receive funding this year.

“You know, there’s a big range 
of gifts that were awarded,” he said, 
“but when you take into consider-
ation the size of each organization’s 
budgets, percentage-wise, I think we 
did very well.

“In a climate where non-profit 
organizations across the board are 
finding it difficult to sustain them-

selves, this really helps. For us, that 
$5,000 gift just about equals the 
costs to put on one concert, counting 
in what we pay to rent a hall, get the 
music and any additional instrumen-
talists. So it’s about a fourth of our 
season. It’s truly significant.”

A new TACA initiative was an-
nounced during the Grant Awards 
Presentation, held at the Dee and 
Charles Wyly Theatre. The Donna 
Wilhelm New Works Fund will make 
$100,000 available per year, for 
three years, to inspire the creation 
of new productions. All of this year’s 
grant recipients are eligible to apply. 

Will one of Irving’s arts organi-
zations be announced next year as the 
first winner of this grant? Without 
citing a particular project, Jones ex-
pressed confidence that Lyric Stage 
would be in the mix. 

Local art associations receive TACA grants

City of Irving
Notice of Public Sale of Used Tires

Notice is hereby given pursuant to the City of Irving Ordinances, 
Numbers 1126, 1458 and 1969 that USED TIRES will be sold 
at a public auction on February 15, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. The public 

auction will be held at the City of Irving Fleet office located at,
128 N. Briery Irving, Texas 75061.

Auction Date: February 15, 2012
Telephone Number 972-721-2631 Fax Number 972-721-2568

http://cityofirving.org/purchasing/auctions.html

FOR RENT
$950 Brick Townhouse

2 bdrm/ 2 bath/ 2 car grg
w/appliances furnished

Newly remodeled
5 min. from Las Colinas

Call Ralph 972-342-8000

FOR SALE
3/2/2 One Story house

13624 Kaplan Rd
Ft. Worth, TX 76155
Brick with Fireplace
Enclosed Back Yard

1,594 Sq.Ft.-Built in 2005
5 minutes from Airport
H.E.B. School district

Near AA Headquarters
and Trinity Railway Express

$145,000 call Virginia @
817-858-6040 or 

817-996-9560
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Over the weekend, we are expecting 
a total of 12,000 to 15,000 people to 
come through the doors.” 

Eric and Keryl Munger traveled 
to ZestFest from Keller to have fun 
and hang out with their friends. 

“We’ve been to ZestFest before,” 
Eric said. “We just kind of stumbled 
on it one year. There are a lot of dif-
ferent flavors to it, so it’s fun. We get 
to drink a lot too. 

“I like the hot stuff, but my friend 
is not a big fan of the hot. We are all 
over the map. We go from the hot 

wings to the sauces. The salsas are 
pretty good here.”

“It’s fun to see all the flavors 
of Texas, and taste the things you 
might not be able to get in a store,” 
Keryl added.

At the Eddie Dean booth, young 
people with Man Up and QUEENS 
(Quality and Uniquely Educated El-
egant No-nonsense Sisters) learned 
some practical lessons in interact-
ing with the public and presenting 
products. Bernard Parker, a Man Up 
participant, invited passersby to ride 
a trick bicycle. 

“This is a reverse bike. If you 
want to go left, the bike goes right. 
If you go right, the bike goes left,” 

Bernard said. “The bike represents 
life. If you take the easy way out, you 
are going to go the hard way. You 
should always take the hardest route, 
because it will take you to success. 

“Man Up means a lot to me. It is 
a mentoring program that helps us 
stay off the street and motivates us 
to go to school, do better in life and 
succeed in the world of entrepreneur-
ship. We give back to our community, 
and we try to do anything possible to 
stay out of trouble.”

Bernard’s future is rich with 
possibilities.

“I want to be a marriage counsel-
or, technical engineer or a successful 
mixed martial arts fighter,” he added.

QUEENS member Krishawn 
Thompson hopes to be heading off 
to college soon. 

“QUEENS means that I can do 
something and be successful without 
going to the streets or being bad,” 
Krishawn said. “I feel QUEENS 
helped me to be a better person. The 
sisterhood gives me a family that I 
never had. 

“In the future, I want to be suc-
cessful and be able to help people 
like I have been helped. I am plan-
ning to go to Texas State University 
for photography, and then I’ll study 
pharmacy. I’ve got it in my head that 
I’m going, but I have one more year 
to find out.” 

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 438-1500

Serving Irving since 1966
William E. Bassell

William E. Bassell, of Irving, 
passed away Friday, January 27, 
2012. He was born October 12, 1922 

in Wheeling, 
West Virginia. 
He was a US 
Army veteran 
of WWII and 
Lifetime Mem-
ber of  VFW 
Post 2494 in 
Irving. William 

is preceded in death by his wife 
Louise Bassell and son William E. 
Bassell, Jr., and is survived by his 
daughter Donna Cox and husband 
John of Irving; son Ronnie Bassell 
and wife Susan of North Highlands, 
California; 3 grandchildren; and 2 
great grandchildren. Funeral services 
were held at 10 AM Tuesday, Janu-
ary 31, 2012 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Burial followed at Bear Creek 
Cemetery.

Willie “Bill” Green
Willie “Bill” Green, of Irving, 

passed away Monday, January 30, 
2012. He was born September 29, 

1929 in Dallas. 
He was a US Air 
Force veteran, 
having served 
in the Korean 
Conflict. Bill re-
tired from the 
Dallas County 
Schools Trans-

portation Dept. as a bus driver. He 
was an active member of Pioneer 
Drive Baptist Church in Irving and 
a life member of the D. A.V. He 
was a loving husband, father, and 
grandfather, and is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Barbara Smith 
Green of Irving; son Earl Mark 
Green; daughters Sarah Salazar and 
husband Andrew of Corpus Christi, 
and Joanna Stuntzner and husband 
Mark of Grand Prairie; grandsons 
David Parker, Jathan Salazar, Scott 
Stuntzner, Joshua Stuntzner, and 
Matthew Stuntzner; brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law Travis and Ann 
Smith of Duncanville; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held at 
12 PM Friday, February 3, 2012 at 
Pioneer Drive Baptist Church with 
Pastor Bobby Joe Raper officiat-
ing. Committal services followed at 
DFW National Cemetery in Dallas. 
Arrangements made by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home.

Esther Louise 
Reneau Hundley

Esther Louise Reneau Hundley, 
born April 20, 1933 in McKinney, 
Texas, died January 22, 2012. “I was 
married for almost 62 years (Febru-
ary 10, 1950) to Clarence Otis Hund-
ley, who I seldom agreed with but 
loved dearly. We have 3 children, Da-

vid Otis Hund-
ley (deceased 
3 / 7 / 1 9 9 4 ) , 
Reba Kay Wa-
tenpaugh and 
Kathy Lea Pil-
grim; sons-in-
law, David Wa-
tenpaugh and 

Ronald Pilgrim, all of Grapevine, 
Texas; and a loved daughter-in-law, 
Kay Hundley of Sanger, Texas. We 
have 3 grandsons, Michael Milam 
and wife Katie, Devin Pilgrim, and 
Logan Watenpaugh; one grand-
daughter, Karissa Milam Fairly; and 
one great grandson, Weston Reneau 
Fairly. I have one sister, Patricia Cox, 
who lives near Emory, Texas. Noth-
ing in my life means more to me than 
my God and my family. I pray the 
best for each of my family members 
always. I worked 2 years at General 
Telephone in Dallas, and then moved 
with my husband to San Diego. 
There I worked for a CPA and Ryan 
Aeronautical until we moved back 
to Dallas 5 years later. I then started 
and operated my own business of 
bookkeeping and tax preparation 
for the next 42 years. I thank God 
for my grandparents who loved and 
valued me as long as they lived. My 
life was good and I am thankful.” The 
funeral was 10 a.m., Friday, Janu-
ary 27 at Oak View Baptist Church, 
1004 South Story Road, Irving with 
Dr. Jim Gerlach officiating. Burial 
was at 2 p.m., Friday at Cottage Hill 
Cemetery near Celina, Texas under 
the direction of Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to a charity of 
one’s choice.

Charles R. “Bob” Lambert
Charles R. 

“Bob” Lambert, 
age 79, a resi-
dent of Irving 
s i n c e  1 9 6 8 , 
died Thursday, 
January 26, 
2012 at Baylor 
Medical Center 

in Irving. Born February 2, 1932 in 

Shreveport, Louisiana, he was in the 
United States Air Force, graduated 
from Wichita State University and 
married Lana Kay Rising. A Uni-
versity of Texas Longhorn football 
fan, he retired from teaching with 
the Irving Public School System in 
2002. Preceded in death by his par-
ents Hermon C. Lambert and Linna 
Ruth Hart Lambert, and two sons, 
John Charles and Robert Edward, 
survivors include his wife of Irving; 
daughter, Sonya Renee Hull and 
husband Tom of Lake Dallas; sons, 
James William Lambert and wife 
Lisa of Mansfield and Brian Andrew 
Lambert and wife Tonya of Fort 
Worth; 8 grandchildren, Ashleigh 
Safran, Kealey Steadman, Hunter 
Steadman, Olivia Lambert, Luke 
Lambert, Isabella Lambert, Kaitlyn 
Lambert, and Lauren Lambert; two 
great grandchildren Shae Garrigus 
and Myah Garrigus; a brother John 
Lambert and wife Jean of Omaha, 
Nebraska; sister, Davey Farmer 
Wilson of Hornbeck, Louisiana; 
and brother-in-law, Kent Rising of 
Arlington. 

The funeral was 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 31, 2012 at the 
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, 
2700 Warren Circle in Irving.  Burial 
was 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at Dallas/
Fort Worth National Cemetery. Ar-
rangements by Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home.

Charles Cleveland Lee Jr.
Charles Cleveland Lee Jr., 55, 

of Irving, went to be with the Lord, 
January 31, 2012. He was born June 
9, 1956 in Dallas, the son of Charles 
and Vernia Lee. He is a 1974 gradu-
ate of Nimitz High School and a 1982 
graduate of The University of Okla-
homa. Charles is survived by his wife 
Marguerite Lee, his children: Caryn 
Lee, Trevor Lee and Marissa Lee. His 
parents, Charles and Vernia Lee; his 
sisters and brother-in laws, Marcia 
and Jimmy Pearson, Peggy and 
Robert Cathey, Sandra and Richard 
Meiners, and Lisa and Sam Richards. 
He is also survived by 6 nieces, Amy, 
April, Kim, Kristi, Carley, Mallory; 
and 5 nephews, Jason, Cameron, 
Carter, Brenden, Jordan; two great-
nephews, Jacob and Andrew; one 
half-brother Mike Lee and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 

A Memorial Service will be held 
on Saturday, February 4, at 10:00 
am at Chism-Smith Funeral Home 
in Irving.

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

& Cremation ServiCeS

972-259-7644
403 South Britain Rd., 

Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated. 

www.brownmem.com 

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”Ben F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

JOIN US!
February 9th speaker —

Chris Wallace, 
President of the Irving 
Chamber of Commerce

communities we serve.”
A task force comprised of board 

members, members of CHRISTUS’ 
sponsoring congregation, corporate 
leadership and external consultants 
worked to examine all aspects of 
moving to one central office. The 
analysis included a careful examina-
tion of current costs for operating 
four large offices in three cities, costs 
of real estate, availability and cost of 
labor, disruption of moving Associ-
ates and lifestyle considerations of 
each city (community ease, air travel 
accessibility, quality of life, com-
munity amenities, etc.). They also 
considered they type of location and 

building in which CHRISTUS could 
strengthen its culture and thrive long 
into the future.

“This is a big win for Irving 
residents and an excellent example 
of how aggressive we have become 
to create more jobs during a time our 
residents need it the most. Hopefully, 
this will provide job opportunities for 
those out of work in our community,” 
said Tommy Gonzalez, Irving City 
Manager.

CHRISTUS’ representatives 
specifically commented via phone 
that Irving’s efforts to bolster its ini-
tial incentive offer and the personal 
involvement by Tommy Gonzalez 
and Mayor Van Duyne made a differ-
ence in the company’s final decision. 

“Regional collaboration made 
a big difference in this relocation. 

It was important for CHRISTUS to 
know that the North Texas region 
truly wanted their entire operations 
here and we were able to demonstrate 
this collectively,” said Irving Mayor 
Beth Van Duyne.

After months of analysis, the 
Dallas area proved to be the best and 
most affordable choice for the minis-
try. CHRISTUS expects to save more 
than $60 million over the course of 
10 years by making the move. 

The move to CHRISTUS’ new 
location will be staggered starting 
this summer and will be completed 
no later than mid-2013. Relocation 
assistance will be offered for all As-
sociates who will be expected to move 
to the Irving area. 

“CHRISTUS will bring over 
600 jobs to Irving and the region. 

CHRISTUS
Continued from Page 1

We are proud to have them expand 
and consolidate in our community,” 
said Chris Wallace, President/CEO, 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber 
of Commerce.

Sources: CHRISTUS Health; City of Irving
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ers’- Kentre Williams, Pierre McCoy, 
Huram-Abi Yotchoum and D’Nario 
Proctor - are all fifth graders who 
began working on the academic 
competition in December, according 
to their coach, Henry Taylor.

“We started really pushing in 
January,” Taylor said, “and actually, 
we brought on a couple of newcomers 
towards the end. They really had to 
work extra hard.”

The coach participated last year, 
fielding a team that made it through 
the second round, only to fall to the 
ultimate champions. But it was a 
first-time experience for this group 
of competitors.

“In choosing our team, we were 
looking for grades, of course, and for 
character,” said Taylor. “They had 
to do a lot of studying on their own. 

“We met three times a week for 
about an hour and a half. We would 
role-play, since I got a chance last 
year to see what the competition 
was like. We’d set up scenarios and 
rotate responsibility for the captain 
each time, because he’s the only one 
in the competition who gets to speak. 
So they all got that experience.”

It fell to D’Nario Proctor to take 
over as captain for the big event. 
Taylor praised all of his team for their 
dedication, adding that D’Nario had 
worked really hard. 

“I actually saw him, during our 
practices, kind of pull the team to-
gether at times,” Taylor said. “I chose 
him for his leadership qualities.”

With 15 teams in the category 
of 4th/5th grades, how did this team 
make their dream come true? 

“We studied hard,” said Huram-
Abi. “We went over our packet, and 
we all made a commitment.

“In the contest, we chose the 
questions with the highest scores 

possible.”
“We promised that we would 

win the first-place iPads,” added 
D’Nario. Echoing him Pierre added, 
“We had the focus. We just said, ‘we 
can’t lose, we can’t lose, we must win’. 
We need those iPads!”

“We had to kind of give up TV-
watching, though,” said Kentre. 

Asked about tactics for next 
year’s team, Taylor said they’d seen 
some weaknesses in just one category 
– familiarity with the Dallas County 
Community College District. 

“We’ll have to study harder on 
that,” he said.

The Bowl was the brainchild 
of David Robinson who works as 
Outreach Coordinator for DCCCD’s 
District Office. 

“My duties partly involve re-
cruitment and retention of minority 
males to work in the District,” he 
said. “Across the country, too many 
African American males don’t make 
it past the ninth grade. So you need 
to reach them earlier. 

“I came up with the idea of 

creating a team of boys to compete 
academically. That’s the need, for 
boys to succeed. Give them a festive 
environment and let them know it’s 
cool to be smart.

“It doesn’t have to be exclusively 
African American males – it can be 
Hispanic males, or Caucasian. It’s 
just that the questions in the study 
packet relate to African American 
history, like who were the African 
American inventors, who was the first 
African American to reach a land-
mark achievement, and so forth.” 

Each year, Robinson invites 
speakers who reflect the highest 
aspirations. This year Dr. Dana Bed-
den, Superintendent of Irving ISD 
schools, was among the speakers. 

“We want these young men to 
see that there are others like them 
who have become very successful,” 
Robinson added. “We want them to 
be ready to lift up the torch when it 
is passed to them.”

They must be doing something 
right. From 21 teams in their first year, 
they’ve grown to 32 teams in 2012. 

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Sermon — The fear of the Lord
Psalm 111; Mark 1:21-28 

uNITED METHODIST

uNITED METHODISTBIBLE CHuRCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHuRCH OF CHRIST

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN uSA

WORSHIP

Unity Church of Irving
210 Virginia St. 

(just south of Pioneer off O’Connor)
Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
Sunday Services: Adult class 9:30-10:30
    11:00 Service: “Parable of the Sower,” 

Rev. Frank Pounders
Sunday morning 9:30 class: Ernest 
Holmes, “This Thing Called You.”

Need space for a function, Mon./Sat., 
call our office. 

All are welcome!

uNITY CHuRCH

“The spirits knew him”

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

csdcdc Tilted Kilt 
Dinner benefitting the Irving Fire Foundation 
Honor Guard & Mayday Fund

Get Your Kilt On! 
Join Irving’s Honor Guard   

April 11, 2012  
Las Colinas Country Club  

Whiskey Tasting 6pm 
Presentation of the Haggis 7pm  

Sponsorships from $1,000-$10,000 - Tickets $100/each  

Contact Monica Ellington 214.755.8711  
Monica@IrvingFireFoundation.org or 

http://irvingfirefoundation.org/TiltedKilt.html 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Members of the Irving Senior Arts program joined 

the AMBUCS’ weekly meeting to see two young people 
receive AmTrykes. Specifically designed by AMBUCS 
and given away without cost to families, AmTrykes allow 
individuals with mobility impairments to propel the cycle 
using their feet or hand or a combination of both.

“There are about 16 different sizes of AmTrykes that 
can cover anyone who needs one, from a toddler to an 
adult,” said Jack Spurlock, Chairman of the Irving AM-
BUCS’ AmTryke Committee. “We are currently involved 
in providing some to injured veterans. 

“In all of the national chapters, the Irving chapter 
was number one in giving away AmTrykes 9 out of the 11 
past years. We’ve given away about 1,800 since I became 
Chairman of the AmTryke Committee 14 years ago. We 
will give away anywhere from 150 to 250 AmTrykes a year. 
When people see the program, it grows itself,” he said.

Seven year old Corbin Cox received his second 
AmTryke during the meeting. Having outgrown his first 
tryke, Corbin gave it back to the AMBUCS so it can be 
refurbished and given to another youngster. 

“This is a wonderful thing for Corbin,” said Steve 
Stoecker, Corbin’s grandfather. “He was really fasci-
nated by the smaller one. I think this one will give him 
a challenge, but I think it will help him to keep his legs 
exercised. Plus he loves to be outside, and the cycle will 
help with that. 

“Corbin was born with spina bifida. Not all of his 
nerves went to where they needed to be. If you see him 
sitting in a chair, you would probably think there is noth-
ing wrong with him, but he can’t walk.”

During the meeting, 13 year old Rashad also received 
an AmTryke.

“We started on one of the cycles in Childrens Hos-
pital about a year ago,” said Shaquille Ahsan, Rashad’s 
father. “He did not have that much coordination. Now 
he can coordinate himself on the cycle. It is a three story 
hospital and he goes through all the floors forwards and 
backwards. Riding the cycle is also helping to control his 
weight gain, because he hardly does any physical activity. 
This has been a blessing. 

“We started asking how we could get one for him at 
home also, because he only goes to physical therapy two 
days. So that is how we came here, and we really appreci-
ate it. He enjoys bike riding, and he will be able to do a 
lot more with a cycle at home.”

“We are very thankful,” said Rashad’s mother 

Shahnez. “When Rashad is on the tricycle he is so much 
calmer and he pays attention. We are hoping he will 
improve more with the cycle.”

The AmTrykes themselves range in price from about 
$400 to over $1,300, however, the AMBUS provide Am-
Trykes to families free of charge. Although the AMBUCS 
conduct annual fundraising events, there is a waiting list 
of people already approved to receive a cycle who must 
wait until funds are available.

The Irving Senior Arts Program raised the funds so 
Corbin could receive his new AmTryke. 

“We had our 16th annual Christmas party in Decem-
ber,” said Kitty Baker, founder of the Irving Senior Arts 
Program. “In the past few years, we started having a silent 
auction. This year we decided that with some of the money 
made by the silent auction, we would buy a tryke for the 
Ambucs. One of my staff members, Margarete Melton, 
suggested it, and we just loved the idea.”

Youngsters enjoy riding AmTrykes

Photo by Henry Taylor 

Pierre McCoy, Huram-Abi Yotchoum, D’Nario Proctor and 
Kentre Williams, fifth graders at Thomas Haley Elementary are 
known as the “Thomas Haley Dreamers.” They won the African 
American Male Academic Bowl Jan. 28 at North Lake College.

Photo by John Starkey

Corbin receives his new AmTryke surrounded 
by his grandfather, Steve Stoecker; Don 
Herring Jr., and Kitty Baker.

Academic Bowl
Continued from Page 1
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new jobs in the city. We added $1.48 
billion in taxable assets, and dozens 
of businesses have been revitalized 
and attracted to accommodate the 
redevelopment of 183, downtown 
and Irving Boulevard. 

“While we have accomplished 
much, these achievements have not 
come without a cost. We’ve seen our 
City’s debt climb from $250 million 
to $560 million in the last five years 
alone during the worst economic 
crisis this country has seen. Property 
taxes, sales taxes, franchise fees, hotel 
occupancy taxes and interest income; 
everything that generates City rev-
enue is down. Fuel and employee 
costs are up. 

“We cannot afford to continue 
spending like we have. Within the 
last month alone we have received 
notices from Hostess Brands that 
they filed for bankruptcy. Met Life is 
laying off 900 employees at its Irving 
facility alone. And TRT Holdings, the 
parent company of Omni, is moving 
its headquarters out of Irving. 

“This past Saturday, global fi-
nance chiefs warned that no economy 
is safe from Europe’s debt crisis. A 
Hong Kong CEO said, ‘I have never 
been as scared as I am about the 
world.’ Business Week reports that 
more than 200 million people glob-
ally are out of work – a record high. 
As almost two-thirds of advanced 
economies are experiencing a slow-
down. 

“Discipline in our spending will 
make us competitive. It will put us in 
a position of strength to attract new 
businesses, improve our schools, 
enhance our neighborhoods and 
strengthen our economy. 

“In the last five years, the City 
spent nearly $100 million on gran-
diose projects that sounded so good 
and so promising when we started. 
Unfortunately, we have achieved 
very little of the visions that were 
promised. 

“It is time for us to say no to the 
projects that are not working. And 
instead, to focus on realistic proj-
ects with definitive timetables and 

sensible investments the City can af-
ford. Instead of unrealistic, get quick 
proposals, we need to sell ourselves a 
long term, strategic vision - a 20 year 
plan verses five years of pictures. It’s 
time we stopped talking about what 
we are going to do and actually do it. 

“Irving is a wonderful city gain-
fully situated between Dallas and Ft. 
Worth, DFW and Love Field. Irving 
is home to the fourth busiest airport 
in the world, eight of the largest com-
panies in the world, four golf courses, 
three country clubs and [it] has a 
favorable climate for new business. 
We have fantastic recreation centers, 
libraries, walking trails, playgrounds, 
water parks, a first class animal 
shelter, neighborhoods and schools. 
People want to do business in our city 
and with our City. 

“However, talent without dis-
cipline is like an octopus on roller 
skates. There is plenty of movement, 
but you never know if it is moving 
forward, backward or sideways. 

“We need to focus our attention 
on achievable goals with reputable 
partners. We need to hold ourselves 
to higher standards, realizing that 
perception is often reality. 

“We have an opportunity in the 
next year to develop a convention 
center hotel complete with ballroom 

space and restaurants. Last month 
we received four proposals from 
legitimate development companies 
to build nationally recognized flag-
ship hotels adjacent to this conven-
tion center. The staff is currently 
reviewing those proposals to insure 
we engage with a credible partner 
who has the experience, resources 
and motivation to build a first class 
facility. Above all, we want a partner 
who is recognized and appreciates 
the opportunities we have here; and 
is willing and eager to invest in our 
community, not merely profit for 
their own gain at the City’s expense.

“While we have a solid underly-
ing financial structure for our City, it 
is well past time that we acknowledge 
mistakes have been made that have 
prevented us from becoming great. 
Whether it is entering into unsound 
contracts that cost our City millions 
of dollars unnecessarily with no 
discernable benefits to the public, 
or is a decidedly passive attitude 
towards strict financial management 
evaluating what kind of return on 
investment Irving is getting for all of 
the precious tax dollars we spend on 
consultants. It is clear that we have 
a long way to go before we can look 
the citizens of Irving in the eye and 

say we are spending only what we 
need to spend, and the money we 
are spending is well managed, well 
targeted and providing a real benefit 
to our city. 

“Rather than pointing fingers or 
putting our head in the sand, we can 
use this moment to show the people 
of Irving that we can recognize our 
faults and work together as a team 
to be more cost effective, end the 
waste and usher in a new era of cost 
conscious, well focused spending. 

“Finally, let us set a respectful 
and professional tone in all of our ac-

tions, meetings and communications. 
We have had some tough meetings 
the last few months. We still have a 
few divisive projects to manage. But 
divisive issues do not have to divide 
this Council.”

Notably, the Mayor’s speech was 
less than an hour long, which may 
be a record for the State of the City. 
Presented by the Greater Irving Las 
Colinas Chamber of Commerce, the 
event also featured a program on the 
100th anniversary of the Irving Heri-
tage House and live music provided 
by the UNT Jazz Ensemble. 

IRVING VOICES IS THE VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE 
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✔  Kitchen Systems
✔  Inspections
✔  Installations
✔  Sales

Fire & Safety Protection Service Call Today! 
For Your 

Safety's Sake!

On-site & 24-HR. Emergency Service
1429 W. 6th Street, Irving, TX 75060

SERVICE FIRE EQUIPMENT

www.ServiceFireEquip.com

972-513-1767

WHOOPS!!  Part Two - The Cover Up 
After you, the voter, passed Proposition 1 on November 6, 2007, the Convention Center was actually not built as stated in the Propo-
sition because according to the Proposition this Entertainment Venue (EV) was to have been part of the Convention Center. ONE 
PROJECT. The City constructed a stand alone Convention Center, one project, which was all the Proposition allowed for. Shortly 
however, the City began plans and signed a contract to build a second project, the EV, which was not the voters’ wishes according 
to the Proposition which they had approved. Several things happened after contracts for the EV with Las Colinas Group were signed.  
 
 WHOOPS I - Someone realized that the financing for the EV (the second project) could not be accomplished without added 

funds from the Brimer bill’s 2% additional tax. 
WHOOPS II - Under the Brimer bill, a hotel must be part of the project in order to qualify for the money so plans were revised 
on the EV and 12 “hotel” suites (at $2000/night each) were added.  

 WHOOPS III - Someone must have actually read the original Proposition and said this is not what was approved because… 
 
On July 8, 2010, just 18 months ago, long after contracts on the EV were signed, the COUNCIL PASSED RESOLUTION  
NO. RES-2010-159 that set out language CALLING THE ENTERTAINMENT VENUE AN EXPANSION OF THE CONVEN-
TION CENTER.  The change in verbiage obviously became necessary to comply with the Proposition because the original language 
of the approved Proposition said we were voting on ONE project, but now the City had started a SECOND project and serious cover
-up was needed - the two projects had to be unified. IV believes this is probably illegal, and is certainly sneaky and unethical. The 
City Council ignored the taxpayers’ voice as they passed the Proposition by creating this Resolution to alter it. The Resolution states: 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to expand the Convention Center by constructing additional convention center facilities, 
hotel rooms, and evening entertainment opportunities; and 
 WHEREAS, Phase 1 of the Convention center expansion will include the Entertainment Venue consisting of a multi-
functional theater, performance hall, music hall or auditorium, restaurants and hotel, pedestrian walkway, open air plaza, 
and parking facilities; …* (Read the entire Resolution on IV’s website at www.irvingvoices.com.) 
 
In one fell swoop, the Council subverted the voters by declaring the EV to be a part of the Convention Center by connecting 
it with a walkway,  got around the Brimer Bill by adding the hotel rooms, and opened the door for a city owned hotel. Irving 
Voices takes this seriously. We believe not only is the EV under consideration unethical, but we believe that the passing of the Reso-
lution to subvert the Proposition is probably illegal. Please join with us in contacting all your council by phone or email. 

FOR INPUT, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, ETC. PLEASE CONTACT IRVING VOICES AT 
irving.voices@yahoo.com              www.irvingvoices.com 

Pol. Ad. Pd. By Irving Voices 
*City of Irving  records 
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1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS
20% o� 1st purchase

20% o� 1st purchase

1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS

State of the City
Continued from Page 1

“We need to focus our 
attention on achievable 
goals with reputable 
partners. We need to 
hold ourselves to higher 
standards, realizing that 
perception is often reality.”

— Mayor Beth Van Duyne


