
By Alice Canham

Six-man football – doesn’t it 
make you think of small-town Texas, 
scrappy warriors playing on both of-
fense and defense, and maybe even 
Jack Pardee? (A standout six-man 
fullback from the fifties, he played 
for Texas A&M and went on to the 
NFL, followed by a successful coach-
ing career.)

Jack Pardee may have a rival, 
right here in Irving. He’s 17 year-old 
Jordan Wilkerson, and in his second 
year playing the sport, he’s become 
the number one quarterback in Texas 
– and number two in the nation. 

The complexities of six-man 
football go beyond simply putting 
fewer men on the field. The field itself 
is shortened from 100 yards to 80. 
The distance a team has to battle to 
reach ‘first down’ is 15 yards, rather 
than 10. When compared to the game 
in college or the NFL, there are dif-
ferent rules for passing and catching 
the football.

It’s just a different game, accord-
ing to Jordan, a member of the home 
school All-State team for two years. 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
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MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Photo by John Starkey

Out of the cold for a little while, Cowboy enjoys 
dinner with some friends.

Texas calls upon 
citizens to help 
define policy
By Phil Cerroni

The North Texas Commission’s board of 
directors and alumni of Leadership North Texas 
hosted an appreciation reception for the North 
Texas delegation of gubernatorial appointees 
at the Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas 
on Feb. 6. 

Scott Jessen, Managing Director of Citadel 
Partners, told the audience that “Regionalism 
is alive and well” and called for more dedicated 
citizens to serve their communities.

In her address to the assembled appointees 
and guests, Teresa Spears, the Director of Ap-
pointments for Governor Perry, said, “We are 
constantly looking for people who are willing to 
serve … many of these boards are volunteers,” 
adding that the appointees are part of a very 
unique system where citizens get to participate in 
running their government, a system that people 
in other parts of the country do not understand. 
She was quick to add that one does not need to 
be an expert in a field to be on a particular com-
mission: “There are public members on each 
board … so the consumer is always represented.”

Michael Moncrief, Vice Chairman of the 

By Jess Panizczyn

The Salvation Army prepared a 
sumptuous feast for guests, including 
grilled chicken, a dessert table overflow-
ing with various cakes, cookies and treats, 
as well as a ‘goodie’ table stacked high 
with items for the taking. Not content to 
sit back and wait for people to arrive, vol-
unteers went out into the night to invite 
people to the fete. 

For an hour or two, the festive atmo-
sphere almost dispelled the grim reality 
that each of the evening’s honored guests 

is homeless. Every year the US Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment requires a homeless count. Held 
on Jan. 26, the count helps the federal 
and state governments determine how 
to allocate funding for housing, substance 
abuse and mental health programs.

“Tonight several groups are here to 
partner and help people in need,” said 
Chris Hooper, Irving’s Director of Com-
munity Resources. “Our programs are 
geared towards helping people get back 
on track and helping them to return to 

self-sufficiency. 
“I think most people would be sur-

prised by who is homeless. In Irving, 
more of our focus is on near homeless in-
dividuals: those who are one catastrophic 
event away from losing their income, 
which can turn into homelessness. There 
is a larger percentage of those people in 
Irving than those who are actually on the 
street and chronically homeless. We want 
to target our programs to get people the 
assistance they need, so they can return to 

By Phil Cerroni
I sat in the foyer of the 

Irving’s Art Center amid the 
hubbub of registration: dance 
moms, their teens and pre-
teens and the ever-present 
souvenir stand piled high 
with ballet socks and themed 
t-shirts. 

I am no stranger to dance 
competitions, but they usu-
ally began at a civilized hour 
in the afternoon. What made 
the droves of hopefuls flock 
here at such an ungodly hour 
of the morning? The answer 
is simple: the Youth America 
Grand Prix [YAGP] is the 

By Alice Canham
Students who sign up for Irving 

High School’s (Irving, TX) newly an-
nounced signature program of study, 
Aviation and Biomedical Technology, 
will be ideally placed for job openings 
in the future, according to Paul Mar-
tinez, VP of Operations for Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport.

“If you think about many parts 

of the aviation industry,” said Marti-
nez, “you may think first about pilots 
and flight attendants and air traffic 
controllers. But there are so many 
other areas of aviation, and we want 
to expand that and open it up to the 
students.

“We’re the fourth largest airport 
in the world, and that means there 
are many layers of compliance re-

quired so that we can meet Federal 
standards; everything from inspec-
tions to the fire service side: a wide 
variety of trades and professions. 
There’s a vast number of roles and 
responsibilities to be filled.

“It’s not just the airport itself 
– there’s the Transportation Safety 
Administration, Customs and Border 
Protection. There’s a lot that goes 

into operating an airport.”
Martinez is just one member of 

the team that has helped in designing 
Irving High School’s new program. 
The school has also benefited from 
a significant partnership with the 
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG). Michael 
Mallonee is the Program Lead for 
the organization’s aviation planning 

and education program area. Five 
years ago, NCTCOG saw the writing 
on the wall, thanks to a study they 
performed for the FAA.

“We learned that there was 
definitely a need for skilled aviation 
labor,” Mallonee said. “Then in 2008 
we did a separate study and projected 
our employment numbers and our 

Photos by Siggul/Visual Arts Masters

Spending a moment in mid-air, Michael Mengden 
auditions with the hope of one day dancing 
professionally.

High school program prepares students for aviation careers

Grand Prix offers 
more than just 
competitive dance

Tate Lee performs on stage 
at the Irving Arts Center.

Groups pull together for society’s forgotten members

See HOMELESS, Page 7

See APPOINTEES, Page 4

See GRAND PRIX, Page 8

See AVIATION, Page 5

See WILKERSON, Page 5

One of the nation’s top six-man 
quarterbacks lives in Irving

Source: Darrell Wilkerson

Jordan Wilkerson is 
Texas’ number one ranked 
quarterback in the sport of six-
man football.
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Where’s YOUR HOUSE 
OF WORSHIP?

Advertise in 
The Irving Rambler today! 

(972) 870-1992

109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

$9.95 
per person

WiFi
FREE

$6.95 Hot Buffet
$5.95 Soup/Salad Bar

$7.95 Both

Visit us for lunch 
in the Bistro 

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM 972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Valentine’s Day dinner
Feb. 14 — Couple and families welcome

Seating from 5:30-8:30 PM
Romantic Live Music

Plated Dinner including steak skewers, sundried 
tomato stuffed chicken, sides, salad, dessert.  

BYOB

Reserve your table now! Reservations recommended 
for large parties. Walk-ins welcome!

Every Sunday Brunch 

with lunch/brunch 
and drink purchase.

One per person, not good with any other offer.
Expires: 1/31/12

Featuring a mixture 
of breakfast and lunch items. 
Drinks & dessert additional.

Happy     

Valentine’s 

Day 

From

  Joe’s!

Top Sirloin 
& Shrimp
Dinner for 2
$19.95

February 14
5-9 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years
Breakfast  ◆ Lunch  ◆ Dinner

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

      For Take Out Call

    (972) 253-7335Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All-You-Can-Eat 
   Food Bar after 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters selection Where Irving 

Meets 
and Eats

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. IN GOD WE TRUST

◆ Potato 
◆ Vegetable 
◆ Salad Bar 
◆ Desert 

n February 11 at 1 - 4 p.m.
Bear Creek Heritage Center

As part of the City of Irving’s Black 
History Month activities, the Jackie 
Townsell Bear Creek Heritage Center 
museums will be open to the public 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Feb. 11 and 18. The 
public is invited to tour the museums 
and gain insight into the African-
American experience in American 
history and life in Bear Creek, one 
of Dallas County’s oldest African-
American communities. The center is 
located at 3925 Jackson St. Call (972) 
721-3503 for more information.
n February 11 at 2 p.m.
Irving Chautauqua

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
a medley of classic love songs and 
Broadway show tunes performed by 
the Irving Silvertones at 2 p.m. at the 
Central Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd. 
For more information, call (972) 
721-2606.
n February 11 at 2:30 p.m.
Valentine Crafts

Create fun and easy make-and-take 
valentine crafts at 2:30 p.m. at the 
West Irving Library, 4444 W. Rochelle 
Road. No registration is required for 
this free event. For more information, 
call (972) 721-2691.
n February 12 from 2- 4 p.m.
Vintage Valentine Tea

The tea recipes are being checked, 
the silver polished and the Irving 
Heritage Society Sweetheart is se-
cretly selected as the Vintage Valen-
tine Tea nears. 

This is a recreation of the 1914 Val-
entine housewarming party given by 
Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Schulze after the 
house was built in 1912. The Heri-
tage House is located at 303 South 
O’Connor. For more information call 
Mary Higbie at 972-252-3838.
n February 13 from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
Intermediate Sign Language Classes

This class is every Monday night in 
the Britain library, 631 Edmondson. 
Classes are free to families of deaf 
students, $10 for district employees 
and $20 for all others. For more in-
formation, call 972-600-3821.

n February 13
Automotive Technology

This educational program will 
accept customers for maintenance 
services during the week of February 
13 for a flat rate of $30. Call 972-600-
4814 or 4812 for an appointment.
n February 15 from Noon to 1 p.m.
Eldercare Friends Volunteers

The Visiting Nurse Association 
needs Eldercare Friends volunteers in 
Irving to visit the homebound elderly 
and provide assistance with shopping, 
escorted transportation, errands, or 
other activities. Eldercare Friends vol-
unteer training will be at the Visiting 
Nurse Association’s headquarters on 
1440 W. Mockingbird Lane in Dallas. 
There is no cost to attend, but regis-
tration is requested. Contact Nancy 
Jellinek, VNA Eldercare Friends 
manager, at 214-689-2209.
n February 16 at 7 p.m.
Crime Watch Meeting

The Irving Police Department in-
vites residents who live in southeast 
Irving to an open forum to discuss 
crime reduction initiatives at 7 p.m. 
The meeting will be held at Heritage 
Senior Center, 200 S. Jefferson St. 
The department’s Problem Solving 
Team has been working in the area 
to address root causes of crime, fos-
ter relationships with residents and 
promote community involvement. 
Officers will gather input on resi-
dent concerns and identifying crime 
trends. For more information, contact 
Sgt. Jason Mullins at (972) 721-3549.
n February 16-18
LCSO and Shakespeare Dallas

The Bard and the Band series, a 
joint venture between the LCSO and 
Shakespeare Dallas, will present a per-
formance of classical composers and 
pieces inspired and intertwined with 
scenes and soliloquies from Romeo 
and Juliet. The Bard & The Band’s 
February performances will take 
place Feb. 16 at Arlington Music Hall 
(224 North Center Street Arlington, 
TX 76011) at 7:30 p.m., Feb. 17 at the 
Brownlee Auditorium at the Granville 
Arts Center (300 N. Fifth St., Garland, 

Texas 75040) at 8 p.m., and Feb. 18 
at the Irving Arts Center (3333 N 
Macarthur Blvd,  at 8 p.m.
n February 16-18
Irving Middle Schools Present “Alice in 
Wonderland”

Lamar and Johnson Middle schools 
will be presenting the Disney produc-
tion of Alice in Wonderland, based on 
the book by Lewis Carroll. Evening 
performances, open to the public, are 
Feb. 17 - 18. Admission is $5 for chil-
dren and students, and $7 for adults. 
All IISD teachers and staff admissions 
are free with ID cards. Performances 
will take place at Nimitz High School 
Auditorium, 100 West Oakdale in 
Irving. For more information, call 
972-600-4400.
n February 17 at 7 p.m.
Friday Nite Live

The Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. 
MacArthur Blvd. will host the Friday 
Nite Live Teen Talent Competition. 
This free show will feature 24 acts 
and is open to the public. This annual 
event for teen bands, singers, dancers 
and musicians is co-sponsored by the 
Irving Arts Center and Lively Pointe 
Youth Center. Information: Christine 
Wordlaw at 972-721-8090.
n February 17-19
Quad Rugby Tournament

Senter Park Recreation Center, 
901 S. Senter Rd., will host the third 
Annual RISE (Recovery, Inspiration, 
Success, Empowerment) National 
Invitational Quad Rugby Tourna-
ment. Six teams from the U.S. and 
Canada will compete featuring five 
current USA Wheelchair Rugby team 
members and three International 
Paralympic players. Free admission. 
For more information call 972-721-
2501. See game schedule at www.
cityofirving.org .
n February 1-28, 2012
African-American History Month

Showcasing the Sedrick and Letitia 
Huckaby Exhibition “Me, We: A Por-
trayal of the Fibers of Life”. Perfor-
mances are at the Irving Arts Center 
- Main Gallery, 3333 N. MacArthur 
Blvd. and admission is free.

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 12  — Melinda Hunt, Preaches  

Ruling Elder and Director 
of Ministry Services & Support 

for Texas Presbyterian Foundation
Sermon: God’s Invitation

Psalm 112:5-9; 2 Corinthians 9:11-15 

UNITED METHODISTBIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Unity Church of Irving
210 Virginia St. 

(just south of Pioneer off O’Connor)
Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
Sunday Services: Adult class 9:30-10:30
    11:00 Service: “Parable of the Sower,” 

Rev. Frank Pounders
Sunday morning 9:30 class: Ernest 
Holmes, “This Thing Called You.”

Need space for a function, Mon./Sat., 
call our office. 

All are welcome!

UNITY CHURCH

“Restored”

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net
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n Major Accident: 2/4/12 at 1:06 a.m.
A vehicle traveling east bound SH 183 
struck the center median wall at 2000 
W. Airport Frwy. overturned and col-
lided with a light pole. The driver was 
the only occupant and was transport-
ed to Parkland Hospital with class “A” 
injuries. The highway was temporarily 
shut down while the Hit and Run Unit 
investigated the accident.

n Aggravated Robbery: 2/4/12 at 
9:00 p.m. A male entered the CVS at 
410 West Rochelle and displayed a 
machine-gun and demanded money. 
The clerk complied and the suspect 
left in a maroon Mitsubishi eastbound 
on Rochelle and was not located. An 
undetermined amount of cash was 
taken.

n Burglary Habitation / BMV: 2/8/12 
at 4:15 a.m. Officers were dispatched 
to the 2200 block of East Biscayne in 
reference to a suspect that had gained 
entry into a home. The complainants 
were awakened by noise and found 
the suspect in their living room. The 
complainant recognized the suspect 
as someone he had met just the day 
before. The complainant said that 
the suspect had brought into his 
home property that had apparently 
stolen from a BMV in the area. The 
complainant tried to get suspect to 
leave, but the suspect refused. The 
complainant and the suspect had an 
altercation. The suspect fled on foot. 

Officers found the suspect who was 
injured. The suspect was transported 
to Baylor by Irving Fire Department 
and the case will be filed at large.

n Aggravated Robbery: 2/8/12 at 
3:45 p.m.
A suspect entered the Family Dollar 
Store at 1019 West Rochelle wearing 
gloves and a bandana. He approached 
the register, displayed a handgun 
and demanded the money from the 
register. The suspect fled the location 
on foot.

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

POLICE REPORT 

Irving Fire Department responded to 229 
incidents Feb. 2-8.

IRVING 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Fire incidents
51  Misc. Fire/ 
 Rescue Calls
1 Special 
 Operations
2 Structure Fires 
2 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
22 Major Accidents
68 Major Medical
18 Heart Attacks
28 Difficulty 
 Breathing 
23 Trauma Related 
14 CPR Situations

Adron Tennell, substitute teach-
er at Irving High School, has been ar-
rested for alleged sexual misconduct 
with an Irving High student in an 
incident that took place off campus.

According to Pat Lamb, IISD 
director of school safety and opera-
tions, Tennell was arrested for alleged 
inappropriate contact between an 
educator and student and second 
degree sexual assault. The alleged 

misconduct took place Jan. 23, and 
the arrest was made Feb. 4. Prior to 
the arrest, information was originally 
submitted to the school resource of-
ficer at Irving High – a member of the 
Irving Police Department. 

Following the officer’s inves-
tigation, warrants were issued for 
Tennell’s arrest.

The safety and security of Ir-
ving ISD students is a top priority, 

and IISD maintains stringent hiring 
practices for substitute teachers. 
According to Robyn Wolters, IISD 
director of human resources, sub-
stitutes are subjected to a four-step 
process before being allowed to enter 
the classroom. 

Those interested in substitute 
teaching must first submit a for-
mal job application. They are then 
screened according to Gallup Teacher 

Insight, campus referral or their 
listed references. If selected from 
the screening process, a background 
check is conducted through the Safe 
Schools program and they are sent to 
Texas Department of Public Safety to 
be fingerprinted.

Substitutes are not permitted to 
enter the classroom until background 
check and fingerprint results are re-
turned to IISD, and indicate that the 

substitute teacher will not present a 
threat to students.

Tennell passed all portions of 
the hiring process without indication 
that he would pose a threat. As part 
of the investigative process, Tennell 
has been formally placed on unpaid 
leave, and has been blocked him from 
receiving any substitute positions 
during the investigation. 

Source: Irving ISD

Irving High substitute arrested in off-campus misconduct investigation

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SH 183: FROM SH 360 TO IH 35E

CSJ: 0094-03-065, etc.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have 
prepared a Re-Evaluation of the State Highway 183 (SH 183) Environmental Assessment (EA) for the pro-
posed reconstruction and improvement to an 8.1-mile section of SH 183 in Tarrant and Dallas Counties, Texas.  
The proposed project extends from near State Highway 360 eastward to Interstate Highway 35E through 
portions of the cities of Fort Worth, Euless, Irving, and Dallas.  The purpose of the proposed project is to 
improve mobility, reduce congestion, and improve safety on SH 183.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to discuss the social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed SH 183 project and to discuss the 
design changes to the project that have occurred since the EA and FHWA Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) issued on February 10, 2004.   The Public Hearing will be held on:  

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
6:00 pm – Open House

7:00 pm – Public Hearing
Plymouth Park United Methodist Church 

1615 W. Airport Freeway/SH 183 
Irving, TX  75062

Within the project limits, the existing SH 183 facility is a six-lane divided freeway with two-lane frontage 
roads on each side.  The frontage roads are discontinuous at the SH 183 crossing of the Elm Fork Trinity River 
in the eastern portion of the project.  The approved EA-FONSI project consisted of widening the freeway to 
eight general purpose mainlanes, with auxiliary lanes in some areas, improving the frontage roads by pro-
viding two to three-lane continuous frontage roads in each direction through the project length, and adding 
a two to three-lane reversible managed high occupancy vehicle (HOV) facility within the center median.  

The design revisions to the proposed project include changing the previously approved two to three-lane 
reversible managed HOV facility to a barrier separated, concurrent flow HOV/Managed lane facility with 
two to three lanes in each direction.  Concurrent flow HOV/Managed lane means that lane(s) of traffic 
designated for use by authorized users are going in the same direction of flow as the adjacent mainlanes, 
and the lanes are generally opened all day/night.  The term “HOV/Managed lanes” encompasses all types 
of lane management strategies, including occupancy and price based lane or facility management (i.e. HOV 
lanes pricing by occupancy, time of day, congestion level, etc).  Both HOV’s and single occupancy vehicles 
(SOVs) using the HOV/Managed lanes would be tolled.  In both the SH 183 EA-FONSI action and this Re-
Evaluation action, the general purpose mainlanes and frontage roads would be improved with added capacity 
(additional general purpose lanes) and would remain non-tolled. An additional minor design change occurred 
at the western end of the proposed project near International Parkway.  Overall, the proposed design revisions 
would require approximately 6.50 acres of additional right-of-way and displace one multi-family facility, 
one residence, and two businesses.  

The existing right-of-way width varies from approximately 207 feet to 1,463 feet and the proposed right-of-
way width varies from approximately 322 feet to 1,463 feet. The SH 183 proposed project requires a total 
of approximately 79.14 acres of ROW acquisition and would result in a total of approximately 67 displace-

ments. Consistent with U.S. Department of Transportation policy, as mandated by the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and the Uniform Relocation Act Amendments 
of 1987, TxDOT provides relocation resources to all displaced persons without discrimination. All property 
owners from whom property is needed are entitled to receive just compensation for their land and property. 
Just compensation is based upon the fair market value of the property. In order to assist those who are re-
quired to move from a home or business, TxDOT also provides, through its relocation assistance program, 
payments and services to aid in movement to a new location. Information concerning relocation services 
and benefits available to affected residential and commercial property owners and information about the 
tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction will be available at the Public Hearing and can 
also be obtained from the TxDOT Dallas District Office. 

The proposed project would cross the 100-year floodplain at Bear Creek, Estelle Creek, Dry Creek, Delaware 
Creek, four unnamed tributaries of Delaware Creek, and the Elm Fork Trinity River and impact approximately 
58 acres of floodplain within the proposed project right-of-way.  The hydraulic design for this project would 
be in accordance with current FHWA and TxDOT design policies. The facility would permit the conveyance 
of the 100-year flood, without causing significant damage to the facility, stream, or other property. The pro-
posed project would not increase the base flood elevation to a level that would violate applicable floodplain 
regulations and ordinances. The proposed project would bridge across Bear Creek and the Elm Fork Trinity 
River.  Temporary and permanent fill impacts at these bridge crossings would be authorized by a US Army 
Crops of Engineers (USACE) Section 404 Nationwide Permit (NWP) 25 and NWP 14, respectively.   The 
proposed project would extend or reconstruct existing box culverts at seven stream crossings.  This would 
require a NWP 14 and a Preconstruction Notification (PCN) at five crossings, a NWP 14 without a PCN at 
one crossing, and an Individual Permit at one crossing.

The proposed project acquires approximately 1.02 acres of City of Dallas-owned Elm Fork Trinity Greenbelt 
Park at the SH 183 crossing of the Elm Fork Trinity River. A Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation was 
provided in the previous EA and approved by FHWA in the FONSI determination.  The proposed project 
requires no other use of any publicly owned land from a public park, recreation area, wildlife or waterfowl 
refuge, or historic site 

The schematic layout showing the proposed project location and design, the environmental documents, and 
other information related to the project will be available for viewing at the Public Hearing and are available 
for public inspection at the following locations: City of Fort Worth City Hall, 1000 Throckmorton Street, 
Fort Worth, TX 76102; City of Irving City Hall, 825 W Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060; City of Dallas 
City Hall, 1500 Marilla, Dallas, Texas 75201; City of Euless City Hall, 201 N. Ector Drive, Euless, Texas 
76039; TxDOT Forth Worth District Office, 2501 S.W. Loop 820, Fort Worth, Texas 76133; and the TxDOT 
Dallas District Office, 4777 East Highway 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150.  Tentative construction schedule can 
be obtained at the TxDOT Dallas District Office.

All interested persons are invited to attend this Public Hearing. Persons interested in attending the Public 
Hearing who have special communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact the TxDOT 
Dallas District public information officer at (214) 320-6100 at least two (2) work days prior to the Public 
Hearing. Because the Public Hearing will be conducted in English, requests for language interpreters or 
other special communication needs should also be made at least two work days prior to the Public Hearing. 
TxDOT will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs.

Verbal and written comments relative to the proposed project may be presented at the Public Hearing.  Writ-
ten comments can also be submitted to the following address: 

Robert Hall, P.W.S., CFM
TxDOT Dallas District Environmental Coordinator

P.O. Box 133067
Dallas, Texas  75313-3067

Verbal or written comments may be presented for a period of 10 days after the Public Hearing and must be 
postmarked by March 2, 2012 to be included as part of the official public record.  For additional information 
please contact Robert Hall, TxDOT Dallas District, via phone 214-320-6157, fax 214-320-4470, or e-mail: 
rhall@txdot.gov.

AVISO DE UNA AUDIENCIA PUBLICA
PARA CONSIDERAR UN BORRADOR DEL PLAN DE DISTRITOS 

UNINOMINALES
PARA ELEGIR MIEMBROS DE LA MESA DIRECTIVA

DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE IRVING
El 16 de febrero del 2012

7:00 P.M.
El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Irving conducirá una Audiencia Pública para 
considerar un borrador del Plan Ilustrativo para elegir cinco (5) de los miembros de 
la Mesa Directiva de los distritos uninominales designados. La Audiencia Pública se 
llevará a cabo a las 7:00 p.m., el jueves, 16 de febrero, 2621 W. Airport Freeway, 
Irving, Texas 75062. El propósito de la junta/audiencia será de dar a la Mesa Directiva 
la oportunidad de recibir aportación pública sobre el borrador del Plan Ilustrativo para 
cinco (5) distritos uninominales.
El público está invitado a asistir y participar en la discusión pública del borrador 
del Plan Ilustrativo de cinco (5) distritos uninominales. Las muestras de varios 
planes serán disponibles para su vista previa en el sitio web de Distrito al www.
irvingisd.net o se pueden revisar en el Edificio de Administración del Distrito, 2621 
W. Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas 75062. La Mesa Directiva podría adoptar un 
Plan a la conclusión de la Audiencia Publica. La Oficina del Asistente Especial del 
Superintendente

2621 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062
972-600-5005

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TO CONSIDER A DRAFT SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICT PLAN

FOR ELECTING TRUSTEES TO THE
IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
February 16, 2012

7:00 P.M.
The Irving independent School District Board of Trustees will be conducting a Public 
Hearing to consider a draft Illustrative Plan for electing five (5) of its Board of Trustees 
from designated single-member districts. The Public Hearing will be held at 7:00 PM, 
Thursday, February 16, 2621 W. Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas. The purpose of the 
meeting/hearing will be for the Board of Trustees to receive public comment on the 
draft Illustrative Plan for five (5) singlemember districts.
The public is invited to attend and participate in public discussion of the draft Illustrative 
five (5) districts single-member district plan. Sample plans will be available for preview 
on the Districts website at www.irvingisd.net or may be viewed at the District’s 
Administration Building, 2621 W. Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas 75062. The Board 
may adopt a Plan at the conclusion of the Public Hearing.
Office of the Special Assistant to the Superintendent

2621 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062
972-600-5005

LEGAL NOTICE
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion 

Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving 
Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesdays Ph 972-409-9940

New Panda Cafe @ 11:30   
Hwy 183 At Story, Irving 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB OF IRVING

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

FUN & GAMES

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Like a nice hot TODDY, I promise to 
provide you with comfort and good 
health. I am a 8-month-old neutered 
black and white long-haired male. I 
was rescued from another shelter. I 
love to be around people and other 
cats. Please come see me and make 
our dreams come true of us 
snuggling on a couch on a cold 
winter's night.

Beautiful girl seeks active family. I'm 
Rose, and I'm almost 1 year old. I 
had a home, but my energy was a 
little too much for them to handle. I 
love to play and go for long walks 
and learn new tricks. I also get along 
with other dogs, older kids, and even 
cats! Come and meet me!

North Texas Commission and former 
Mayor of Fort Worth, reiterated both 
the difficulties and the rewards of 
appointment.

“This is a sacrifice. I speak from 
experience,” Moncrief said. “What 
these people bring to these boards 
is invaluable … [they make] the best 
state in the country better … [for] 
those who are not fortunate enough 
to have a voice in that boardroom 
… [giving] the feedback for what is 
needed and what isn’t.

“Tonight is a call to action ask-
ing you to step up to the plate and 
let this state continue to be a place 
that attracts families … Thank you 
[appointees] for what you do for your 
city, our state, our country, and our 
communities.”

Although some may doubt the 
efficiency of volunteer boards that 
meet only a handful times of year, 
Matt Hamlin, a board member for 
the Texas Health Services Authority 
values the system.

“We’re meeting roughly four to 
five times a year now that our task is 
well down the road,” Hamlin said, 
comparing this to their bi-monthly 

meetings of a few years ago.
When I asked him about the 

time commitment he replied, “You 
have to be willing to give up a certain 
amount of time … [I spend] probably 
in the neighborhood of twenty hours 
a month.”

Irving’s City Manager Tommy 
Gonzales has served on the board of 
the State Office of Risk Management 
for the past year. When asked how 
his state appointment affects his city 
position, Mr. Gonzales said, “State in-
teraction with municipalities … [and] 
learning more about the state opera-
tions [to] see how different organiza-
tions operate,” is very important.

The only regret expressed by 
anyone was over the relatively small 
number of appointees compared to 
the large amount of work that still 
needs to be done. The state has well 
over 400 boards and commissions 
that virtually no one has heard about. 

Frisco’s Mayor Maher Maso put 
this disparity in stark relief: “Many 
of the residents of North Texas are 
unaware that they can get involved 
at the state level. It is critical for our 
growth needs that they do. [We are] 
recognizing their [the appointees] 
time and making others aware that 
this is a great opportunity to help 
North Texas.” 

And let it not go unnoticed, this 
grassroots movement is a priority at 
the highest level. 

“We’re allotted funds from the 
national government,” Matt Hamlin 
said with a touch of pride in his voice.

So anyone who does not like 
the decisions being made by today’s 
politicians might consider a guber-
natorial appointment. Appointees 
help form the policies that affect 
our community on a daily basis and 
make a positive contribution to Texas 
politics. 

In the words of Scott Jessen, 
“We are stronger together than we 
are apart.”

Appointees
Continued from Page 1
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Even Exchange

NOW HIRING Newspaper 
carrier To Deliver the Irving 
Rambler. Contact Tammy at 
214-676-1145 or tammyp@

irvingrambler.com 

FOR SALE
3/2/2 One Story house

13624 Kaplan Rd
Ft. Worth, TX 76155
Brick with Fireplace
Enclosed Back Yard

1,594 Sq.Ft.-Built in 2005
5 minutes from Airport
H.E.B. School district

Near AA Headquarters
and Trinity Railway Express

$145,000 call Virginia @
817-858-6040 or 

817-996-9560

House for Rent
2 bdr. 1-1/2 bath 

All Electric 
NO PETS

2105 Rosebud
Irving, 75060 

$750 per month
References &

Deposit Required
Call 972-252-4690

EMPLOYMENT

VALENTINES

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS To place an ad, call (972) 870-1992 
or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

Irving
 Rambler

Subscribe to the  

Home Delivery  — Never miss an issue.

Only $35 per year — a fantastic value.

Makes a great gift!

Contact Circulation Manager Tammy Pompa 
214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses 
in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the 
date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following item:

1. ITB #039M-12F
Sub-Surface Utility Exploration (Potholing)

 Pre-Bid Meeting
02/15/12
10:00 AM

Irving City Hall
Second Floor Conf. Rm. 2A

825 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX 75060

Due Date:  02/24/12
3:00 PM

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation 
number and due date on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at
www.cityofirving.org click

Departments/ Purchasing.
Phone: 972.721.2631

City of Irving
Notice of Public Sale of 

Abandoned Motor Vehicles
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the City of Irving Ordinanc-
es, Numbers 1126, 1458 and 1969 that abandoned motor 
vehicles will be sold at a public auction on February 23, 2012 

at 10:00 a.m. The public auction will be held at the Municipal 
Auto Pound at 401 Valley View Ln. Irving, Texas.

Auction Date:
February 23, 2012

Telephone Number 972-721-2631 Fax Number 972-721-2568
http://cityofirving.org/purchasing/auctions.html

z
Pat’s Valentine – 2012

You are my eternal valentine
I miss you so much

Love,
Don

d
Lance,

I love you more!-FIRST!
Love Forever and Aday, 

Mauda =)

Z
Happy Valentine’s

To my sweetheart Judy
Love Forever, ROBERT

r
Thank you to my Valentine

For a WONDERFUL 69 
Years!!!!

FOREVER & ALWAYS, 
Love LeRoy

s
Hi Sweetness 

You are my life. I love you from 
bottom of my heart. I can’t 

stay without you. You are my 
valentine. 

Zeno 

h
Hey Courtney,

You are the most precious 
thing I have ever got in my life. 

Be there with me always. 
Yours Boyd

X
To my darling Devin,

On this Valentine’s Day let me 
say..... I love you! Isabella

G
Dear Jacob,

I still love you very much.... 
Do you?

Paige

A
Spanky -- be mine forever!

Leora

mn 
After so many years of life’s 
loving you and the tragedies 

we have shared, I LOVE YOU. 
I hope to give you reasons to 
live for tomorrow and forever, 
I LOVE YOU. This is for the 
phone calls we make every 
day and night just to say, I 

LOVE YOU. On this day we 
exchange candy and flowers 
but I would like to exchange I 
LOVE YOU’S FOREVER. You 
are my Valentine every day not 
just on the 14th of the second 

month of each year.
Miles H.

Q
If I never met you, I wouldn’t 

like you.
If I never like you I wouldn’t 

love you.
If I wouldn’t love you I wouldn’t 

miss you.
but... I did, I do, I will.

It’s hard to believe it’s been 
so long.
Kenneth

U
Kayla,

You are the world to me. You 
make my life so complete. 

They say that absence from 

those whom we love is worse 
than death. But in absence we 
realize how strong our love is. 

I feel so complete with you. 
You have always told me that if 
our love is true. God will surely 

show us a way. I love u with 
every beat of my heart.

Love you always.
Sky

A
Jace,

I just want you to know you are 
my sun, my love, my angel. 
You have brought too much 

joy to my life. You make me a 
better person. You made me 

discover the real sense of love. 
Happy Valentine’s Day

Nevaeh 

B
To my sweetest darling

Thanks for making my life so 
beautiful and colorful!!

Always remember I Love You 
the Most!

Only yours Dominic

Z
Forever & Ever

When we’re apart,
Forever & Ever
No matter what,
Forever & Ever

You’ll ALWAYS be in my heart!
LOVE,   MOM

D
Roses are red, violets are 
purple & honey is sweet. 

You are nice, cute, handsome 
and a kind person to talk to 

always. 
Pene

needs, and out of that, we began to analyze how the 
academic community could help meet those needs. 
How do we integrate and create an efficient pipeline 
for students to ultimately find employment in the 
aviation workforce?

“We have some of the largest aerospace and 
aviation employers in the nation; even in the world. 
DFW alone employs thousands and thousands of 
people, through the airlines and their operational 
staff. That’s long-term sustainability, and a vital 
economic contributor to this region.

“We needed a really strong, integrated educa-
tion system to help groom people to fill those jobs.”

Jared Vanscoder, a teacher of design and en-
gineering, is the Irving staff member tasked with 
launching the aviation program, and he’s been busy 
recruiting at eighth grade preview days. His hope: 
there will be about 150 freshman students in the first 
classes next fall, the realization of a longstanding 
dream for the District.

“[IISD Superintendent] Dr. Dana Bedden had 
told us to develop STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) Academies for each com-
prehensive high school. 

“The aviation industry came to us, telling us 
there was an overwhelming need in that field. We 
also heard from post-secondary schools, saying they 
needed students to have a base level of education 
before they arrive on the campuses; some familiarity 
with the aviation field.

“It was kind of a no-brainer.”
Vanscoder is still fine-tuning the curriculum 

for the aviation academy, and will rely on continued 

input from stakeholders like NCTCOG and DFW.
“We believe in the partnership,” said Martinez. 

“We want to help prepare our kids. 
“Think about the airport as an economic engine 

for the region. It’s a huge impact – about $17 billion 
on an annual basis.

“That creates a lot of opportunities.”

Since the first landing of the supersonic 
Concorde at DFW Airport in 1973 that declared it 
officially open for business, the airport has quickly 
emerged from a regional name to become known 
as the DFW International Airport, now the fourth 
busiest airport in the world in terms of aircraft 
movement, and the eighth busiest airport overall, 
transporting 60 million passengers in 2010. In terms 
of land mass, DFW is the largest airport in Texas 
and second largest in the nation. It is the tenth busi-
est international gateway in the United States and 
second in Texas. And, most importantly 40 percent 
of DFW International Airport is located in the city 
limits of Irving. 

Given the recent addition of six direct flights 
a week by Qantas Airlines to Australia and now 
Emirates flights to Dubai, and the upcoming focus 
on the Panama Canal expansion in 2014, the global 
economic impact on the North Texas region is huge. 

How does Irving benefit from DFW’s expansion 
of international flights? During the past two years, 
Irving city council members Rose Cannaday and Joe 
Philipp have represented the City in ensuring that 
Irving and its economic development is represented 
at the table. Cannaday is ideally placed to view the 
big picture as the Council Liaison to the Irving 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and Irving Las-
Colinas Chamber for more than four years. Philipp’s 
expertise focuses on the Canal: while he serves as 
Chair of Irving’s Audit and Finance Committee, he 
is also President of TRANSCO (a steering committee 
formed to study the surface transportation system in 
the US and how to manage the impact of the Panama 
Canal expansion on Texas and the US). 

In that capacity, he partners with Texas Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst who recently created a Sen-
ate Committee to focus on business and trade with 
Panama and its impact on Texas when the canal 
opens in 2014. House Speaker Strauss created a 
similar committee as well. 

In 2014, the goal for the City of Irving regarding 
the Panama Canal is to enhance our position as an 

inland port. Irving has warehouses and distribution 
centers that can easily be adapted for the massive 
amount of goods that will flow through Texas and 
in turn grow our tax base. Irving is also home to 
the “DFW Freeport”, another business opportu-
nity where companies can create distribution hubs 
to transport those goods across North America. 
Panama City will soon become Irving’s newest Sister 
City. This will help Irving to continue to promote 
business, cultural and educational opportunities for 
residents and visitors.

And don’t overlook the opportunities for Irving 
down under. The focus on Australia will capture 
some of the 1.5 million Australian visitors that come 
to the U.S. every year and stay a minimum of 23 
days. This great opportunity is thanks to Irving’s 
central location. The opening of the DART Orange 
Line into DFW Airport in 2014 will greatly enhance 
and benefit our hotels, convention center and other 
corporations in Irving. Australian-owned companies 
currently have assets in the US valued at $184 billion 
(US) and employ more than 100,000 people in the 
U.S. paying an average salary of $66,000 per year. 
Irving based ExxonMobil and Fluor corporations al-
ready have a major corporate presence in Australia. 

Business connections have been made and 
investor delegations plan to return to Irving. The 
representatives from the cities of Dallas and Fort 
Worth recently returned to Australia to further their 
quest to capture the business and leisure travel from 
Australia.

The City of Irving cannot afford to be missing 
in action at meetings where big decisions are being 
made. Especially since our peers across North Texas 
are there. Because of their participation in trade mis-
sions, the neighboring cities, chambers of commerce 
and convention and visitors’ bureaus (as well as the 
businesses themselves) realize the importance of 
what it means to be next door to one of the world’s 
major airports. Now is the time for Irving to state 
our case – and press our advantage. 

Source: Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce

Airport is an economic game-changer for city

“It’s a lot of speed,” he said, 
“and a lot of strength.

“You’re playing both sides of 
the ball – offense, defense, kickoff, 
kick return; special teams – it’s a 
lot of running.

“A lot of times when you’re 
dog tired and you can’t push 
anymore, you have to convince 
yourself that you can.

“Compared to eleven-man 
football, maybe there’s a lot more 
thinking involved, too, because 
it’s harder to read the defenses in 
terms of where players are lining 
up, and figuring out what they’re 
going to do next.”

Here’s a hatful of stats to 
show how successful he’s been for 
the season: 47 touchdown passes 
with 2,425 passing yards, in 11 
games. An average of over 220 
yards of offense per game.  

When his team doesn’t have 
the ball? What’s his role on de-
fense? 

“Try to stop the guy with the 
ball,” Jordan chuckled.

It’s an ability he was born 
with. He started playing baseball 
at the age of five; his team came in 
second at the home-school World 
Series last year. In fact, Jordan’s 
whole family is sports-minded: 
his brother is a past standout in 
six-man football, his sister plays 

softball (while his mother coaches 
that team); and his father, Darrell, 
is on the sidelines as an assistant 
with Jordan’s team.

Led by an all-volunteer 
coaching staff, that team is 
comprised of young men from 
throughout North Texas who are 
being home-schooled, through 
the Texas Home Educators Sports 
Association (THESA). And while 
teams from traditional high 
schools across the area are able 
to scrimmage and strategize daily, 
players for the THESA team have 
to do a lot of independent study.

“During the winter, spring 
and summer we each do a lot of 
running,” said Jordan. “The team 
leaders try to set up time in vari-
ous gyms for us to work out, but a 
lot of it comes down on your own 
shoulders.

“We do have a head coach, 
Dallas Burke, and when the sea-
son is underway, he does a lot of 
film-watching with us. Kind of 
breaking down what our competi-
tion does on offense and defense, 
so we can identify patterns and 
take advantage of opportunities.” 

“Coach Burke introduced 
a lot of conditioning, too,” said 
the quarterback’s father, Darrell 
Wilkerson. “He told the boys to 
prepare like they were going to the 
state championship. We actually 
went a lot further than anyone 
thought we would.

“All year long, teams would 
be ahead of us at halftime, but by 
the third and fourth quarter, we’d 
leave them in the dust because 
these boys were in shape.”

Jordan’s position with the 
team has fostered a set of leader-
ship skills as well. 

“I know that teammates look 
up to me,” Jordan said. “They 
expect me to do what’s right. If 
I’m not doing that, or not doing 
what God wants me to do, there’s 
no point in being a leader.”

Jordan hopes to study psy-
chology, perhaps with the goal of 
becoming a youth minister. And 
he would definitely like to play 
college ball, maybe with Texas 
Tech, his father’s and his grand-
parents’ alma mater. But to move 
to eleven-man football after hav-
ing a home-schooled background, 
in six-man football? 

“That might be a disadvan-
tage,” Jordan admitted, adding 
that no one is actively recruiting 
him yet. 

“The public schools have the 
advantage of publicity. We kind of 
have to promote ourselves.

“But I believe with the talent 
my God has given me, that I can 
do anything He wants me to,” 
Jordan quickly added.

For more information about 
the home-schooled athletics orga-
nization, log onto www.thesarid-
ers.net .

Wilkerson
Continued from Page 1

Aviation
Continued from Page 1

Source: Irving ISD

Helping students imagine a future in 
aviation, Russell Maryland, former football 
player for the Dallas Cowboys, speaks to 
Irving eighth graders.
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By Alice Canham
The room was crowded at the 

Mustang Park Recreation Center – 
a few adults, but far more children, 
both boys and girls. Many were al-
ready seated, but some stood in line 
or wandered around watching their 
peers. Dozens of chess sets were vis-
ible, carefully placed on several long 
tables. And Ivan Kravets was close to 
losing his voice. 

“Do you have a partner?” he 
rasped to a pair of newly arrived play-
ers. “Do you? Then take a place at that 
table. If you have a winner, please 
come report and vacate the spot so 
someone else can play.”

Chess players from throughout 
Irving were competing for prizes 
(car washes; chess sets), but even 
more, for bragging rights. Players as 
young as four had been preparing for 
this annual City of Irving-sponsored 
event for months.

“I think there are probably at 
least 85 players registered,” said 
Kravets, who was hired to organize 

the Jan. 28 event. “It’s grown since 
last year.”

Rita and Dennis Cochran had 
come to cheer on some of their 
students. The couple teaches chess 
classes on Monday and Friday at 
Cimarron Park Recreation Center. 
Both also teach at schools in Dallas 
ISD, and incorporate chess lessons 
there as well.

“I told my students just to come 
over here and see what they do,” said 
Rita Cochran, “because some day we 
want to have a tournament like this 
at Cimarron. Our program started 
about a year ago.

“One of our students here just 
started playing two months ago. He’s 
seven. He was so thrilled to see us! 

“I started playing chess when I 
was four years old. Absolutely love it. 

“When we lived in south Texas 
we started a chess class down there, 
and our chess team went all the way 
to Nationals our very first year and 
won first place.

“It was so awesome to see the 

looks on the kids’ faces! They trav-
eled to Sacramento, CA for Nationals 
– and some of them had never been 
out of the Rio Grande valley.

“Now we’re thrilled to be teach-
ing back here. If your child is ready 
to learn – not necessarily when the 
parent is ready for the child to learn 
– and if the child can sit quasi-still – 
we’re happy to teach them. As long 
as they don’t disrupt their opponent, 
that’s our only criterion. When I saw 
one child in this tournament climb 
up in the chair and sit on his knees; 
I knew he was getting down to busi-
ness.”

“They get so much out of it,” said 
Dennis Cochran. 

“Higher thinking skills. It teach-
es self-discipline, which translates 
into them being better students in 
the classroom.”

”They learn patience,” added 
Rita. “They learn endurance. They 
learn how to lose, and they learn how 
to win. How to analyze: why did that 
move work, or why did it not work?

“And playing a live person in-
stead of a computer – you learn 
how to think on your feet. People do 
unexpected things, where computers 
are programmed to do it a certain 
way, maybe every time. And personal 

interaction – that’s a big thing. Your 
opponent may be a different age, or 
from a different culture, and you all 
have the same passion for chess.”

“I love the social interaction 
part of it.”

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW!
Online or at the Theater

CHRONICLE    PG13

1:05    3:15    5:40    8:00    10:15

Tuesday only
CHRONICLE    PG13

1:05    3:15    10:15

MAN ON A LEDGE    PG13
1:25    4:20    7:05    9:50

THE GREY    R
1:10    3:50    7:05    9:45

HUGO - 2D    PG
1:05    3:55    6:50    9:45

CONTRABAND    R
1:45    7:25

ONE FOR THE MONEY    PG13
4:40    10:00

# SAFE HOUSE    R
1:40    4:30    7:20    10:00

* THE VOW    PG13
1:00    3:30    7:30    10:05

WOMAN IN BLACK    PG13
1:50    4:10    7:10    9:30

RED TAILS    PG13
1:15    4:05    7:15    10:05

UNDERWORLD 4 - 2D    R
1:55    4:25    6:55    9:10

DESCENDANTS    R
1:35    4:15    6:55    9:35

JOURNEY 2 - 3D    PG
12:50    3:10    7:50    10:10

* JOURNEY 2 - 2D    PG
5:30

* STAR WARS EP.1 - 3D    R
12:50    3:55    7:00    10:05

# - No Passes
* - Fully Restricted

Sneak Preview:
TUESDAY ONLY

THIS MEANS WAR    PG13
7:00

It’s the most wonderful time of the year – and the most 

stressful, too. By leaving your car in the garage, you not 

only save on holiday headaches – you save close to $750 

a month. So breathe easier this holiday season and leave 

the driving to DART!

 I choose to:

o Free up my holiday 
budget

o Head to the mall the 
easy way

o Let someone else fi ght 

for a parking spot

o All of the above

214.979.1111
DART.org

For more information about DART, 
scan this code.

To get a QR Code reader, visit 
DART.org/QRCode with your 
mobile device.

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Title: Safe House
Rated: R

Safe House is home for this 
year’s action footage. Everything you 

want in a pedal 
down, full speed 
ahead thriller 
can be found in 
this one. Tight 
edits, breakneck 
speed car chases, 
government es-
pionage, spies, 
and testosterone 
fueled charac-
ters make for 
one edge of your 
seat ride. Even 
the few plot holes 
and convenient 

story arcs seem unnoticeable. 
Matt Weston (Ryan Reynolds) is 

an up and coming CIA agent trying to 
break into the big leagues. He over-
sees a safe house that has seen very 
little if any action. When the elusive 
and well-known fugitive Tobin Frost 
(Denzel Washington) is brought to 
the house for questioning everyone is 
on full alert. Many want Tobin dead 
and when they attack the safe house 
Weston has to flee with Tobin. They 
both end up on the run and begin to 
wonder who they can actually trust. 

This film has a lot of character 
depth when you scratch away all the 

blood and bullets. Frost is cunning 
and calculating. It isn’t long before 
he has Weston doubting everything 
and everyone. Matt is a red white 
and blue, play by the rules agent 
who tries to do it by the book. This 
pairing of personalities makes for 
great dialogue and thought provok-
ing scenarios. Even the viewer will 
start second guessing who is really 
good and bad. 

Washington shines in these grit-
ty roles with a dark stare and soulless 
expression. Then he will catch you 
off guard with that trademark smile. 
He doesn’t allow the action to steal 
the scenes from him but instead he 
governs each frame. Reynolds holds 
his own nicely and brings a good 
balance. He is solid and tough and 
doesn’t back down from a confron-
tation. These are both solid casting 
choices. They are supported fairly 
well by Vera Farmiga and Brendan 
Gleeson as fellow CIA agents trying to 
bring Frost to justice. I am a huge fan 
of Vera and wish she had a meatier 
role in this one.  

The only issue would be to dis-
sect the story line piece by piece. The 
backdrop of the CIA and rouge agents 
is certainly a well tapped source. This 
one doesn’t spend too much time 
fleshing out its plot and that might 
be because they wouldn’t know how. 
There are moments that if you paused 

to think about them, could leave you a 
bit confused. But luckily the director 
and editor don’t allow for too many 
beats between the action shots. Same 
way you don’t have time to think 
about the bolts holding the roller 
coaster together. It is all over before 
you get the chance. All you remember 
is the exiting ride. 

Safe House is rated R for strong 
violence throughout and some lan-
guage. Many will be grateful to find 
that the language in this is very mild 
for an R rated action flick. I recall 
maybe one or two PG-13 worthy 
expletives. There is a brief seductive 
scene at the beginning but nothing 
crude. The R rating is squarely due 
to the violence. And it comes often 
and in many forms. Gun play, fist 
fights, knife fights, glass fights, car 
fights; if they can kill you with it they 
use it here. 

If you want a solid action piece 
with top notch acting, then this is 
hard to beat. If you can’t get past the 
“all governments are bad” scenarios, 
then you may stumble a bit. It re-
minds me of the line from a song by 
Billy Dean, “There ain’t no good guys, 
there ain’t no bad guys. There’s only 
you and me and we just disagree.” I 
give it 4 out of 5 fake passports. Cer-
tainly a must see for the genre fans. 

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow Pro-

ductions. Used by Permission.

By Matt Mungle

Title: The Vow
Rated: PG-13

Ok guys, listen up. You have had 51 weeks since last 
Valentine’s Day to think of something special to do. Yet 
once again you have waited until the last minute. So here 
is what I suggest. Buy two tickets to The Vow, slip them in 
a pretty card (one that doesn’t play music when you open 
it) and place it beside her plate at breakfast. Extra points 
if you actually make the breakfast. This will not only help 
get you out of a jam, but you may find this to be a great 
way to strengthen your relationship, and a catalyst for 
conversation. And now I lost you again. 

Inspired by the real-life story of Kim and Krickett 
Carpenter, The Vow shows the lengths one man will take 
to save his marriage. When Paige (Rachel McAdams) 
awakens from a coma with severe memory loss, she has 
no recollection of the car crash that put her there or the 
events of the last several years. But most devastating is 
that she no longer remembers her husband Leo (Chan-
ning Tatum). So while Leo is overjoyed that his true love 
has regained consciousness, he has to deal with the fact 
that she no longer returns the deep rooted emotions they 
once shared. So begins his journey to win her back. 

This is a very sweet story and one that is a perfect 
romantic outing for couples of any age. The timeless 

message of love and devotion is surrounded by a light, 
dramatic tapestry. You can’t blame Paige for her condition 
regardless of how much you want her to remember. You 
sympathize with Leo who has to watch his wife turn her 
back and walk away to a life in which he has no place. It 
is a tragic tale but handled in a way that makes it almost 
cute and never overwhelming. It has a romantic comedy 
element at times as Leo tries different ways to win back 
Paige. It is this light mood that makes The Vow a perfect 
date film. You can’t help but feel moved by the story, but 
never do you get the sense of hopelessness. 

McAdams is fantastic in this role, and fans of her 
work will be quite pleased. She is fun and flirty but with an 
air of sophistication that makes her a strong female lead. 
Tatum takes a lot of flak about being one dimensional. Not 
so. It is his simplicity and ability to be real that works well 
here. He doesn’t have all the answers. He is an average 
working man trying to get back what was lost. There is no 
pretending in him. Like we would be, he is misplaced at 
times and stunned. It is a very sincere portrayal. 

The Vow is rated PG-13 for an accident scene, sexual 
content, partial nudity and some language. I give it 4 out 
of 5 renewals. Yes it is a genre specific film, but one that 
serves the category well. 

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow Productions.

 Used by Permission.

Youngsters compete in a sport for the mind

Photo by Alice Canham

Thinking six moves ahead, players compete in Mustang Park 
Recreation Centers’ annual chess tournament.

Even without the bullets and blood,
 CIA movie still has something to offer

A perfect Valentine’s Day film

MATT 
MUNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 
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Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

some level of normalcy in their lives. 
“It is a great show of the partner-

ship between different agencies from 
the social service agencies to agencies 
like Irving Cares, the school district, 
the City of Irving Housing and Hu-
man Services Department as well 
as the churches. When people pull 
together they can reach a hand out 
and help those who need it the most.”

As guests entered, Vicki Ebner, 
Irving’s Assistant Director of Com-
munity Resources, was one of the first 
people they met. 

“Non-profit agencies, City em-
ployees, churches, the Islamic Center 
and concerned individuals all come 
together. We are offering dinner for 
anyone who is hungry, provided by 
The Salvation Army,” Ebner said. 
“Kids from the Irving School District 
provided coats, blankets and other 
supplies that someone who is home-
less might need. The donations were 
collected by the Irving School District’s 
Student Councils as part of their home-
lessness awareness night in December.

“The City of Irving’s Poverty 
and Homeless Coalition takes on 
the role of counting and surveying 
homeless people. Teams are going 
out into the community and search-
ing places where we know people 
are in encampments. We are trying 
to get them to come here and receive 
services. Case managers are here 
who can provide initial screening to 
determine whether people qualify for 
programs from different agencies. 

“We have some people who are 
chronically homeless and have been 
homeless for years. They are your 
typical street homeless. We also see 
families, and many of them are re-
cently homeless. They have lost their 
job or had some major hardship. If we 
can get them re-housed quickly, this 
may be their one and only time being 
homeless,” she said.

Recent rains made it more dif-
ficult for volunteers to find homeless 
people this year, according to Ryan 
Gibbons, web master for Irving Pov-
erty and Homeless Coalition.

“I’ve been out trying to find the 
homeless of Irving. I haven’t been as 
successful as in years past,” Gibbons 
said. “The rain has washed out many 
of the locations they often use. We 
usually find homeless people easily. 
My guess is that some of them are 
in Dallas shelters. There are more 
people here of their own volition than 
we usually have.

“Most often, homeless people 
are happy to come and have a meal 
if you can just find them. It’s not hard 
to convince them to come once you 
find them. In the past we’ve found 
homeless people under bridges and 
in low lying areas, which are currently 
under water. Because Irving doesn’t 
have a shelter, they may have gone to 
another city. Generally they are very 

resourceful and they find ways to get 
to where they need to go.

“There are a myriad of reasons 
why someone remains homeless. For 
some it becomes normal and the life 
they understand. For some addiction 
has limited the number of choices 
they have, because they are not will-
ing to deal with the addiction. For 
others their family has turned their 
backs on them, and they have no 
place to go. For whatever reason, they 
have come to see this life as what they 
can do. Ordinarily, they run in packs. 
I think that may be because they 
find some deep level of community 
with each other that they can’t find 
elsewhere.”

A gentleman and poet, ‘Cowboy’ 
served in the Army, Air Force, New 
York National Guard and transferred 
to the Texas National Guard before 
becoming homeless.

“I became homeless in 1995,” 
Cowboy said. “To survive, you work 
whenever you can, you eat out of the 
best dumpsters you can find and pray 
to God every day. 

“I fly a cardboard sign out on 
the interstate. Some people give me 
respect, because I’m a homeless vet. 
Some people flip me off. I got hit in 
the head twice last week with beer 
bottles. They didn’t want to give me 
any change, so they just winged a beer 
bottle out the window.”

Where others might see only 
ruined lives and damaged souls, 
Cowboy sees a family he loves and 
is proud of. 

“You don’t have very many 
people here, but these are all my 
family. Some of them may be crack 
addicts, dope fiends, whatever, but 
they are still my family. They are go-
ing through hard times just like I am. 
I’ve got good people around me who 
want to help me. These people have 
the opportunity to get help if they 
would accept it,” he said.

Finally Cowboy gave me an 
important piece of advice should I 
ever need it.

“Don’t dumpster dive at Chinese 
restaurants at night, because the rice 
looks just like maggots. Other than 
that, enjoy life. You are only here one 
time. When you walk out that door, 

you don’t know what is going to hap-
pen. There could be a stray bullet out 
there, or some drunk might run you 
over, so live each day to the fullest,” 
he said. 

For Amisha Multani, a volun-
teer from the Islamic Center, the 
evening’s festivities offered a rare 
opportunity to interact with homeless 
individuals.

“Helping others is a very impor-
tant thing,” Amisha said. “Knowing 
that we are so privileged in our lives, 
it is very important to reach out to 
your own community and help oth-
ers who are in need. This is a very 
different from the community work 
I normally do, but it is enlightening 
and humbling. Being here reminds 
me not to judge people when I see 
them. I’m blessed that I had the 
chance to come here today.

“God has made us all, and we all 
deserve to have good things in our 
lives. We all deserve to eat, drink and 
have basic things.”

Reversing homelessness comes 
with its own unique challenges, ac-
cording to Jackie Bridges, Social 
Service Supervisor for The Salvation 
Army.

“Some people have a bad percep-
tion of homeless individuals. Home-
less people are often very sweet and 
loveable. If you befriend them, they 
are your friend forever,” Jackie said. 
“There is a very high percentage of 

homeless people who hold degrees or 
some kind of certification. Very often 
they have been laid off, were hurt and 
went out on workman’s comp or they 
are living on Social Security. With the 
time it takes the system to begin help-
ing, they became evicted or divorced. 
Some of them have relatives they can 
live with, but after so long not being 
able to find a job, the relative comes 
to a point where they can’t continue 
supporting this person. 

“Many of the homeless don’t 
have identification or a Social Secu-
rity card. To get identification, you 
must have a birth certificate and a 

photo. To get a Social Security card, 
you must have identification and 
a birth certificate. Many homeless 
people don’t know where to start. 
Many of them are not out there 
because they want to be. The major-
ity of the homeless our out there 
because they don’t know there are 
people available to help them get 
their identification, Social Security 
card and birth certificate. 

“The birth certificate is the most 
difficult piece to get because it usually 
costs $20 or more. The majority of 
them don’t have that type of money,” 
she said.

By Jess Paniszczyn
VHA employees spearheaded 

Spread the Warm, a donation drive to 
collect coats, blankets and pillows for 
those in need. Before long, employees 
of VHA’s sister companies Novation 
and Provista joined in the effort. 

“We collected 196 coats, as well 
as 64 new blankets and pillows for the 
Main Place and The Salvation Army,” 
said Cynthia Cordova, Manager of 
Web and Employee Communica-
tions at VHA. “We were amazed at 
people’s generosity. I fully expect to 
receive a few more donations that I 
will deliver later.”

Terri Scannell, Director of Cor-
porate Citizenship at VHA, accom-
panied Cordova to help deliver the 
donated items to The Salvation Army.

“We have a very compassionate 
workforce,” Scannell said. “When it 
got cold around the holidays, some 
of our employees noticed there were 
folks who didn’t have coats and 
wanted to help. This began as an 
employee seeing something, then 
galvanizing other employees to give 
coats and blankets. 

“It is important to be commit-
ted to helping people in your area, 
because for us charity always begins 

at home.”
Jackie Bridges, Social Service 

Supervisor for The Salvation Army, 
accepted the donations and will co-
ordinate the distribution of many of 
the items to their new owners.

“The coats have been a blessing. 
They came in handy for the homeless 
count,” Bridges said. “I also had a 
grandmother who came to Texas to 
get her grandchildren because their 
mother is very ill. She was taking the 
children to Illinois, so we were able to 
provide this family with coats.

“It is very important for people 
in Texas to have coats, because of the 

weather. Today it’s hot, tomorrow 
it’s cold. Changes can be very unex-
pected. For people who cannot afford 
to buy a coat, are unemployed or just 
can’t wear their coats any longer, it is 
a blessing when we can provide them 
with a coat. 

“When we have families moving 
into apartments, the blankets and 
pillows are welcome, because most 
of them have to wait to get furniture. 
With the blankets and pillows, they 
can make pallets to sleep on. 

“Everything that was donated is 
appreciated and will be put to good 
use.”

Homeless
Continued from Page 1

Photo by John Starkey

Terri Scannell and Cynthia 
Cordova deliver donated coats 
to Jackie Bridges (center) at 
The Salvation Army. 

Photo by John Starkey

Sharing an evening and meal, homeless individuals and 
volunteers spend time getting to know each other.

Employees inspire the warm gift of giving
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Geneva Stewart Allred
Geneva Stewart Allred, of Irving, passed away Sun-

day, February 5, 2012. She was born September 2, 1925 
in Mt. Ida, Arkansas. She graduated 
from School of the Ozarks in 1946. 
Geneva married John after his re-
turn from Europe following WWII. 
They moved to Dallas County where 
she worked at Montgomery Wards. 
While she was working, she received 
her BA and Masters in Education. 
She was an Elementary 3rd Grade 

Teacher at John Haley Elementary and retired from the 
IISD in 1990 after 44 years. Geneva was preceded in 
death by her parents Jack Calvin and Matilda (Craddock) 
Stewart and 7 brothers and 1 sister. She is survived by her 
husband of 65 years, Rev. John H. “Ha Ha” Allred, son 
John Michael Allred, and granddaughters Ann Allred and 
Karis-Meagan Allred, all of Irving. Committal services 
were held at 11:30 AM Wednesday, February 8, 2012 at 
DFW National Cemetery in Dallas. Dr. Randy Rudisell 
officiated. Arrangements made by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.

Ross Hugh Spicer
Ross Hugh Spicer was born in Patalka, Florida on 

January 11, 1926. He passed away peacefully on Febru-
ary 3rd in Temple, Texas. He will 
be sorely missed, but the fam-
ily rejoices he is with God and so 
many loved ones in Heaven. Ross’s 
brother, Captain Hugh J. Spicer and 
his sister, Elizabeth Brown prede-
ceased him. Ross was a graduate of 
Union College in Schenectady, NY, 
in the V-12 program during World 

War II. After serving as a commissioned officer in the 
Navy, Ross joined Western Electric in New Jersey. He 

was then transferred to Southwestern Bell Telephone 
in 1949. There he met and married a native Dallasite, 
Nancy Ann Crump that year. They had two sons, Ross H. 
Spicer, Jr. and John Crump Spicer. They then had two 
daughters: Suzanne Spicer deLarios and Cheryl Spicer 
Hutchinson. Sadly, son John predeceased his father in 
2008. Ross enjoyed 43 years with Southwestern Bell, 
serving 18 of those years as an officer. Prior to his retire-
ment he was honored to serve as founder and President 
of Southwestern Bell’s new subsidiary, SBC Technology 
Resources, Inc., now part of AT&T labs. Ross and Nancy 
retired to Irving, Texas in 1991. There they enjoyed family 
and friends for many years. He was active in Civic life: 
Rotary Club, Irving Symphony, Lyric Stage and Irving 
Baylor Healthcare Foundation. Ross loved gardening, 
golf and antiquing. He had a great and mischievous na-
ture, always surprising his family with his timely sense 
of humor. Ross is survived by his loving wife of 62 years, 
Nancy Crump Spicer of Temple, TX; son Ross Spicer Jr., 
daughter Suzanne Spicer deLarios and husband Patrick; 
Cheryl Spicer Hutchinson and husband Lewis; two lov-
ing daughters-in-law, Donna Tish and Kathy Spicer also 
survive him. He adored his seven grandchildren: Emily 
deLarios, Kelly Spicer Bennet, Kimberly Spicer, Alicia 
deLarios, Grace Hutchinson, Paul Spicer Hutchinson and 
Abigail Spicer. The newest addition, Ian Patrick deLarios 
is their first great grandchild, welcomed in March 2011. 
His loving sister-in-laws, and many loving nieces, neph-
ews and friends throughout the country also survive him. 
Ross will be lovingly remembered as a wonderful husband 
and father, a responsible and generous member of his 
Church and Community, as well as a patriotic American. 
Memorial Services were held on Friday, February 10th at 
1:00 pm, at First United Methodist Church Chapel in Ir-
ving. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Scott 
& White Development Fund, 2401 S. 31st Street, Temple 
TX 76508-reference the Ross H. Spicer Research Fund. 
Arrangements by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 
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most important and prestigious high 
school dance competition in America. 
The Irving semi-finalists will go on 
to perform this April at the Lincoln 
Center in New York City, one of the 
most significant American centers for 
all things artistic. 

Inside the theatre, the seats 
were filling up with parents and com-
petitors wearing their respective uni-
forms. The parents were comfortable; 
this was not their first rodeo, and they 
were not going to sacrifice comfort for 
style in this twelve hours a day, three 
day marathon of rehearsals, perfor-
mances, and master classes. The 
dancers, fit as any star quarterback, 
wore clothes ranging from sweats to 
blacks, their hair pulled back in tight, 
military-style buns – blank canvases 
awaiting transformation before they 
went onstage.

Based on my prior experience 
with dance competitions, I was not 
thrilled at the prospect of spending 
hours at this one, but my opinion 
changed when the first contestant 
blew me away. None of the perform-
ers disappointed, executing their 
variations with fluidity and pinpoint 
control of their movements.

Although I would like to con-
sider myself as much a connoisseur 
of art as the next man, I needed a 
break after about an hour of watching 
auditions. So I made my way outside 
where I saw a man talking on his 
phone and decided that I would try 
to get my first interview of the day. I 
got the interview and much more – I 
found out exactly how high the stakes 
were that day.

“These dancers do not enter 
many competitions. They are the 
very top, and this is the competition,” 
the man who I would come to know 
as Bob from Tulsa, OK told me. He 
hammered home his point by add-
ing, “This is the high end. These are 
the people who become professional 
ballerinas.” 

I soon found that everyone had 
similar stories. I have rarely seen 
such drive and unflagging enthusi-
asm in teenagers; the reason quickly 
became apparent.

“Once you’ve gone through a 
five year [college] course, your career 
is over,” said Katlin Bourgeois, one 
of the few male contestants. These 
young men and women were not 
just competing for a scholarship – 
this was their best shot at dancing 
professionally, and considering how 
few outlets there are for professional 

dancers, many of these extremely 
talented individuals will not be able 
to pursue their passion. I was given a 
clearer idea of the goals of the YAGP 
when I interviewed another young 
contestant, Madison Ryan:

“If you want to make money as 
a dancer, you want to go ballet,” she 
said. “[YAGP] is different than any 
other competition I’ve ever done. Its 
all about the technique and prepar-
ing you for the professional level.” 
She also told me that it was no easy 
thing to participate in the competi-
tion because, “You have to be with a 
company” to enter. A dancer has to 
be skilled enough that their director 
will allow them to represent him on 
the national stage.

During intermission, I mean-
dered down to the lobby and began 
searching for anyone who could spare 
a minute for a reporter and before 
long ran into Audrey LeBovidge 
and her mother, Larissa. Audrey. 
They gave me what I was beginning 
to think was a stock answer when I 
asked her what it took to get to the 

YAGP Semi-Finals: “A lot of work in 
the studio.”

“Audrey’s been dancing since 
she was three,” Larissa said without 
looking up from the tutu she was re-
pairing. “Twenty hours a week since 
I was ten,” Audrey continued. When 
I asked Audrey if she competed often, 
her mother said this was her first 
competition. “There are two types of 
studios: ones that compete and ones 
that train.”

Although this might be Audrey’s 
first competition, she had spent her 
time building an impressive resume 
including studying under Gelsey 
Kirkland in New York, and danc-
ing at director Robert Underwood’s 
Ballet Theatre Houston, but Audrey 
admitted that the reward was well 
worth the long hours and hard work. 
The positive influence of dance does 
not stop with the individual dancer, 
however. 

“We spend many hours sup-
porting her [Audrey],” Larissa told 
me. “My other children have grown 
up around dance. It taught us a lot 

of things about the world. I never 
knew the history of dance. I never 
knew anything about some of the 
countries. Learning about dance, it 
crosses all the subjects … [it] takes us 
so much more out into the world than 
our daughter just going onto stage.”

During our conversation, Au-
drey’s director, Brian Underwood, 
walked by and Larissa was quick to 
introduce me to him. I was thrilled 
to have the opportunity to pick the 
brains of a working professional and 
dove right in: “Why did you switch 
from performing to teaching?” Mr. 
Underwood’s response was straight-
forward with only a hint of regret: 
“I got too old,” he said. “By the time 
they’re [dancers] in their late thirties, 
they’re looking for something else.” 
Although he was quick to add that 
some people did dance for longer. 

As I resumed my seat shortly 
after intermission ended, mulling 
over what the LeBovidges and Mr. 
Underwood had told me, a question 
began forming in my mind: What do 
young dancers do in an America that 
does not appreciate dance as much 
as Europe? Mrs. LeBovidge’s wry 
comments came to mind: “They [high 
schools] don’t consider dance a sport 
… For an American dancer, they usu-
ally go the Russia or somewhere else.” 

Although what these young 
people are doing is as demanding as 
any sport, it is relegated to the back 
seat, and we are doing ourselves a 
disservice as a culture by forcing 
these talented young artists to pursue 
employment in foreign countries. 
Having a background in theatre and 
music, I understand the challenges 
that confront any young person 
wanting to pursue their passion, but I 
was not expecting to find the extreme 
challenges that face high school danc-

ers. Since a dancer has a relatively 
short career, pursuing dance forces 
a young person to choose between a 
college education and their art. 

Before I left for the day, I was 
able to ask Anna Liceica, one of 
the judges and an accomplished 
professional dancer and soloist at 
ABT, what was in store for these 
youngsters.

“[It is] very important to be pas-
sionate about what you do,” she told 
me. “This overcomes any obstacle 
you might have … drive, work ethic, 
and discipline.” She also told me 
that, “You can be nervous, but it’s 
all part of the process. You have to 
really, really love it.” Although her 
words did little to allay my concern, 
it demonstrated a resilience I found 
shared by everyone there. This was 
just one of the challenges they had 
to confront. 

Although the auditions finished 
on Saturday, I returned on Sunday 
for the final phase of the event – the 
master classes. The stage, which the 
day before had been a blank perfor-
mance space, was transformed: the 
black curtains that had enclosed the 
stage had been raised to reveal the 
guts of the backstage – its naked 
machinery exposed to the voyeurism 
of the much-reduced audience sitting 
in the seats. Watching the sixty teen-
age participants in the class move in 
unison under Jose Carlos Jr. was like 
witnessing some extremely beautiful 
tribal dance pulsating with life.

As I left the Irving Arts Center 
for the last time that weekend, I real-
ized that the young men and women 
who descended upon Irving that 
weekend were some of the most mo-
tivated and inspiring people I have 
met. The odds they are up against, 
not only for a place in the professional 
dance community but also in today’s 
economic situation, are daunting. 

We are currently in a period 
when the usefulness of the arts is 
coming under scrutiny. Is it the time 
to be worried about our social legacy, 
or a time we simply have to weather? 
True, these challenges are ones any 
artist faces today, but nowhere have 
I seen them confronted with such 
candor, without a trace of cynicism. 
For these young dancers, the stakes 
have always been high. When this is 
coupled with adolescent innocence 
that will not be quenched by the time 
they become professionals (if for no 
other reason than they will still be 
adolescents) there is no barrier their 
energy cannot break down.

Grand Prix
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Siggul/Visual Arts Masters

Making the impossible look effortless, Patrick Frenette 
competes to be recruited by a prestigious ballet company.

Striking a pose, Patrick 
Frenette puts years of hard 
work on the line at the Youth 
America Grand Prix.
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Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

Linda Harper-Brown Receives 
“Champion of Free Enterprise” Award 

from Texas Association of Business
During Representative Linda Harper-Brown’s career, she has 

focused on keeping Texas businesses friendly and promoting the 
business atmosphere in Irving.  She recently was recognized by the 
Texas Association of Busi-
ness (TAB) for her efforts 
and was awarded “Champion 
of Free Enterprise.”  During 
the presentation, President 
of TAB, Bill Hammond said, 
“By voting for the interests of 
Texas’ business, Representa-
tive Linda Harper Brown also 
supported all the taxpayers of 
Texas.  Without a strong busi-
ness climate, Texas won’t have 
new jobs, the economy will 
stagnate and the collection of 
tax dollars for state and local 
governments and schools will fall dramatically.  Representative Harper 
Brown understands that, and took the steps needed to ensure Texas’ 
business climate stays healthy through this biennium.”

Easier Access into the Urban Center is Now Open
For the last several years travelers 

coming from the north side of Irving 
into the Urban Center had two basic 
routes. The options consisted of using 
Riverside Dr. or taking SH114 and us-
ing O’Connor Blvd. to make their way 
into the Urban Center.  Las Colinas 
Blvd. E. and Lake Carolyn Pkwy served 
as interior roads allowing commuters to get to the Irving Convention 
Center and other buildings within the Urban Center but neither road 
could be accessed without traveling O’Connor Blvd. or Riverside Dr. 
until earlier this week.   Las Colinas Blvd. E is now connected to Las 
Colinas Blvd. N with passage under neither NW Highway.  Commuters 
now can travel Las Colinas Blvd. from as far north as 635 and 161 with 
beautiful scenic views.  This route also creates better access to the Irving 
Convention Center.

Nissan North America Opens New Irving 
Training Center

Earlier this week, Nissan North America, Inc. celebrated the 
opening of its new Dallas Training Center located in Irving. The train-
ing center - located at 6641 N. Beltline Road, Suite 140 - will provide 
dealership technicians service training on both Nissan and Infiniti 
products for technicians located in the Central region which covers 
thirteen surrounding states.

The open house ceremony was hosted 
by Mario Polit, Nissan’s Director of Train-
ing, with officials from the state legislature, 
City of Irving, the Irving Chamber of Com-
merce and representatives from Nissan and 
Infiniti’s Dallas/Fort Worth area dealerships 
also attended.

“Both Nissan and Infiniti continue to 
bring forward exciting new products to the market and our consistent 
focus on ensuring a quality ownership experience to our customers will 
be strengthened by this new facility,” said Polit. “This new state of the 
art facility will support the launch of 20 new vehicles in the U.S. over the 
next 24 months in addition to ongoing core curriculum requirements. 
Technical training is part of the foundation of Nissan’s ongoing effort 
to improve customer satisfaction.”

Covering more than 25,000 square feet of operational area, the 
center includes five classrooms, component repair area, a 12,000 square 
foot Vehicle Demonstration Area featuring two alignment racks, twenty-
three service bays, and twelve vehicle lifts. In addition to new model 
training, courses on core curriculum will be conducted at the center, 
covering topics such as heating and cooling systems, chassis integrity, 
on-board diagnostics and emissions.

csdcdc Tilted Kilt 
Dinner benefitting the Irving Fire Foundation 
Honor Guard & Mayday Fund

Get Your Kilt On! 
Join Irving’s Honor Guard   

April 11, 2012  
Las Colinas Country Club  

Whiskey Tasting 6pm 
Presentation of the Haggis 7pm  

Sponsorships from $1,000-$10,000 - Tickets $100/each  

Contact Monica Ellington 214.755.8711  
Monica@IrvingFireFoundation.org or 

http://irvingfirefoundation.org/TiltedKilt.html 

Chairwoman Jo Ann Goin, Rep. Linda Harper Brown, 
and Government Relations Chairperson Rudy Mar-
tinez at the Irving State of the City presenting the 
Champion of Free Enterprise Award

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us!
Dr. Jim Underwood is 

scheduled to speak Feb. 16.
He will present 
“Ten Traits of a 

Successful Business.”

Join us on Feb. 16!
Cory Hines, Vice President 

for External A�airs, 
will make a presentation 

about Dallas Baptist 
University.

Cory Hines, Vice Presi-
dent for External 

A�airs, will make a 
presentation about 

Dallas Baptist Univer-
sity.

JOIN US!
February 9th speaker —

Chris Wallace, 
President of the Irving 
Chamber of Commerce

By Jess Paniszczyn

Fourteen teenage patients of 
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Chil-
dren received a regal sendoff from 
American Airlines as they headed 
to Colorado for a week of skiing. As 
they boarded the plane for Winter 
Park’s National Sports Center for the 
Disabled (NSCD), passersbys could 
easily have overlooked the fact that 
each of the teens had undergone an 
amputation and use prosthetics in 
their daily lives. 

“This is the 31st year the Texas 
Scottish Rite had done the trip. I 
think this is my 24th year,” said Don 
Cummings, Director of Prosthetics at 
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital. “When 
I first went on the trip, I had never 
skied, and I am a double amputee 
below the knees. I wasn’t sure I was 
going to be able to ski let alone lead 
a bunch of teenagers. 

“I would compare skiing to phys-
ical therapy, because NSCD has such 
a good instructional program. The 
group up there is so good at getting 
people skiing. If you can move, basi-
cally, they can help you be successful 
with one combination of equipment 
or another. 

“Probably the biggest thing the 
kids get out of the trip is the cama-
raderie between themselves and the 
group. There are 13 other kids with 
amputations and many of the same 
challenges with them. They might be 
the only kid in their school or neigh-
borhood with amputations. Some of 
them haven’t really met other kids 
with an amputation. 

“They realize they are not alone 
with a challenge and their eyes open 
up to this very different world of 
the disabled that is out there. The 
program we go to has blind skiers, 
paraplegics, people with head inju-
ries; it manages a lot of different types 
of physical challenges.”

Cummings’ life has also been 
impacted by chaperoning the annual 
ski trip.

“I lost my legs when I was 19 
from bacterial meningitis. It really 
was the first time I had been around 
a group of people who had amputa-
tions, and I still didn’t like taking my 
legs off in public. I was kind of embar-
rassed about that,” he said. “The first 
day when we were done skiing, 14 
teenagers pile into the hot tub; arms 
and legs were flying off and landing 
in the snow. I was thinking ‘why am 
I letting that hold me back.’ That 
experience really changed my life.” 

MacArthur High School student, 
Lauren Sparks (16), showed off his 

skills at virtual snowboarding as his 
mother, Vernell, looked on.

“By going on the trip last year, 
Lauren made friends who have am-
putations similar to his,” Vernell said. 
“The trip showed him that amputees 
can conquer and do things just like a 
normal person. It helped build up his 
self esteem and motivation, which he 
has anyway, but being with people 
with the same kind of disabilities 
made him more comfortable. He 
had a great time, and he thinks he is 
a super skier.”

It was difficult to keep up with 
Isaac Hernandez (10) who dodged 
through the crowd, eating, playing 
games, hula hooping and watching 
his big sister speak to reporters.  

“I think skiing is a fun time for 
her, but when she’s gone I’m sad,” 
Isaac said. “I wish I could go with her. 
She’s nice and kind, and she loves 
having fun.”

Nearby, his sister Abigail, a 

student at North Lake College, radi-
ated with the anticipation of hitting 
the slopes. 

“This is my third time to go on 
the ski trip,” Abigail said. “I think it 
is a really great trip for all of the kids 
who have prosthetics. We don’t usu-
ally hang out with people who have 
the same problems or experiences. 

“Skiing feels liberating. Through 
these trips, I have become more inde-
pendent and more myself. I feel like I 
can go out and do whatever I want.”

Brian Moore, an aircraft main-
tenance technician with American 
Airlines, attended the sendoff cel-
ebration to help encourage the teens. 
Three years ago, Moore’s left arm was 
amputated. 

“Being an amputee myself, I 
wanted to show my support, and let 
them see that life goes on,” Moore 
said. “You adapt. I think that it’s great 
that these kids are going skiing. It lets 
them see that they can still do thing 

like everyone else even though they 
have a disability. 

“It’s difficult for kids to be dif-
ferent. They have to deal with a 
prosthetic. Kids are kids and they like 
to tease. Hopefully these kids don’t 
have to deal with that too much, but 
it’s there.”

This is the seventh consecutive 

year that American Airlines, an of-
ficial sponsor of the trip, is providing 
air transportation for the teens, medi-
cal staff and chaperones. Travel is be-
ing arranged through Miles For Kids 
In Need® – part of the American 
Airlines Kids In Need(SM) program, 
which provides support for a variety 
of purposes related to the well-being 

A special group of teens heads for the slopes

In the swim
The newly formed middle 
school swim team from in 

Irving competed in their first 
district meet on Jan. 26 against 

11 other schools. Competing 
with 150 other swimmers 

from schools like Hockaday, 
St Marks, Prestonwood and 

Oakridge, the girls 200 medley 
relay team (pictured) placed 3rd 

overall with a time of 2:07.83. 
Individual events placed Sarah 

Clarke 2nd in both 100 free and 
50 fly - Liberty Chanin 2nd in 50 

back and 4th 100 free - Malak 
Hmimy 2nd in 50 free and 4th 

50 breaststroke - Johnathan 
Huang 6th in 50 breaststroke 

and 50 back. 

Source: North Hills Preparatory

Photo by John Starkey

Carnival-style game separates the men from the boys as Lauren 
Sparks and American Airlines Crew Chief Steven Waters 
attempt to throw rings onto glass bottles.

Photo by John Starkey

Setting off for adventure, 14 teens wait to fly to Colorado for a 
week of skiing and bonding at Winter Park’s National Sports 
Center for the Disabled.

Photo: North Hills Preparatory
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IRVING VOICES IS THE VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE 

WHAT DOES THE CITY CHARTER SAY? 
...neither the mayor nor any member of the city council elected ... shall be elected for more than four (4) full consecutive terms of 
three (3) years each in the same position on the city council as a councilperson.*  
 

SPIRIT OF THE LAW  
Irving Voices believes that the spirit of the law is to limit councilpersons to 12 years on the council. That is the SPIRIT OF THE 
LAW. Rick Stopfer will have served for 14 years at the end of his term this year. That is two more than the SPIRIT OF THE 
LAW says he is to serve. The extra two years came about as a result of the reordering of election cycles. Fourteen years is more 
than enough for any one person to remain on the City Council.**  
 

SPIRIT OF THE LAW vs.THE LETTER OF THE LAW 
IV believes Stopfer has decided to go against the SPIRIT OF THE LAW and to flip places. He has held a council seat in his home 
district and now has obtained the paperwork to file in an At Large district thereby defeating the purpose of term limits.** 
 

DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE INTENT AND SPIRIT OF THE LAW FOR TERM LIMITS? 
Irving Voices believes that although Stopfer is technically allowed to file, he is missing the point of the City Charter Law. Irving 
Voices believes this flip into another district to run is totally unethical. We do NOT need career politicians in Irving. Fourteen years 
is long enough for anyone to serve on the City Council. Irving Voices believes that the intent of the City Charter is to encourage 
new candidates with new ideas and new abilities.** 
 

 
IRVING VOICES BELIEVES THAT PLACE 8 SHOULD NOT BE HELD BY SOMEONE  

WHO HAS ALREADY SPENT 14 YEARS SITTING ON THE COUNCIL! 
 

IRVING VOICES BELIEVES THAT PLACE FLIPPING IS UNETHICAL! 

FOR INPUT, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, ETC. PLEASE CONTACT IRVING VOICES AT 
irving.voices@yahoo.com              www.irvingvoices.com 

Pol. Ad. Pd. By Irving Voices *City of Irving Charter **The above represents the opinion of Irving Voices. 

✔  Kitchen Systems
✔  Inspections
✔  Installations
✔  Sales

Fire & Safety Protection Service Call Today! 
For Your 

Safety's Sake!

On-site & 24-HR. Emergency Service
1429 W. 6th Street, Irving, TX 75060

SERVICE FIRE EQUIPMENT

www.ServiceFireEquip.com

972-513-1767

3/31/12

1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS
20% o� 1st purchase

20% o� 1st purchase

1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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HOMES HOMES HOMES
$100 DOWN IS  BACK

IS YOUR HEART BREAKING FOR A NEW HOME?

Let Us Make Your Dreams Come True

WE HAVE THE CURE!

        817-467-6662
214-668-7998

● NEW ● PRE-OWNED ● HUD ● VA● FORECLOSURE
● BUYING OR SELLING
● HOMES THROUGHOUT METROPLEX

Free list of homes at: www.dfwhomelist.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

THE HOME JUNCTION

By Alice Canham
Irving High School has a new 

head football coach. He’s Aaron De 
La Torre, a graduate of the school 
(class of ’93) whose life in football has 
had a few twists and turns, including 
a stint with the ‘Boys in Valley Ranch.’

“I left Irving High and went to 
Steven F. Austin from ’93 – ‘97,” he 
said. “I played with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers in 1998. Played over in NFL 
Europe with the Scottish Claymores. 
Then I played with the Dallas Cow-
boys in ’99.

“After that I started working 
with Frito-Lay. But I’d reached a 
point in my career where I knew I 
wanted to coach. So even though I’d 
worked my way up to Senior Manager 
with them, I left to go back and get my 
degree. I hadn’t finished that when I 
left to play professionally.

“So I got that done and finished 
in ’07, and was actually coaching back 

at Steve F., from ’06 – ’09. I moved 
on to Denton-Ryan in July of ’09, 
and that’s where I’ve been the last 
three years.

“We had a lot of success. Played 
in quarterfinals twice, and played 
for the State Championship, which 
we lost. 

“Our record was 39-4 for those 
three years.”

In addition to leading the Foot-
ball Tigers, De La Torre also serves as 
the campus coordinator for all sports, 
just as his predecessor did. 

“Coach Jim Bennett was my 
coach and my mentor,” said De La 
Torre. “I love him. He’s like a dad 
to me. 

“When we learned we were hav-
ing my first son, he’s the first person I 
told. He’s been part of every decision 
I’ve ever made.”

What about goals for the new 
coach? He wants to increase par-

ticipation.
“There’s a bunch of good kids 

here,” he observed. “Irving is a com-
munity of hard workers. 

“I want to observe, but I also 
want to teach them championship 
habits. From getting up in the morn-
ing, to finishing all their papers, and 
doing every single thing right. Really 
getting them to compete in every-
thing they do.”

He’s looking forward to meeting 
his Tigers and their families. 

“I think you need to have more 
than one person in your life to give 
you a good influence and give you 
direction.”

Coach De La Torre is married to 
the former Lori Teague, who gradu-
ated from Nimitz High School in 
Irving, where she played basketball 
and track, “and was an All District 
athlete,” Coach boasted. His son Alex, 
18, attends the University of Texas 

on a football scholarship. Daughter 
Adyson is 11 and son Kolt is seven. 
Both will attend school in Irving ISD.

Now that he’s back roaming 
the halls of Irving High, have things 
changed much? “It’s a lot shinier 
now,” De La Torre admitted. “Maybe 
cleaner. Nicer.

“It’s been a fun transition.”

C-FB ISD announce 
National Merit Finalists 

Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 
is proud to announce the Finalists in 
the 2012 National Merit Scholarship 
program. 

Finalists from Newman Smith 
High School are Diana Pop, Tanya 
Rajan, Rebecca Reeves and Michael 
Schrag. The finalist from Ranchview 
High School is Ted Tak. Finalists 
from R. L. Turner High School are 
Shifa Mirza and Angelica Webb.

“I am proud of these students 
and their accomplishments,” said 
Dr. Bobby Burns, Superintendent 
of Schools. 

The students are among 16,000 
high school seniors who will continue 
in the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation’s competition for 8,300 
merit scholarships worth $34 million 
that will be offered in the spring, ac-
cording to the National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation press release. 

Students are selected based on 
performance on the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. 

Source:Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 

Irving ISD graduate returns to coach football

Source: CFB ISD

Highly cultured
International Baccalaureate students at Ranchview High 
School hosted a “Culture Night” on Feb. 6. Students 
representing a myriad of countries dressed in traditional 
costumes, prepared foods and displayed cultural artifacts. 


