
“Irving’s weekly community newspaper”www.irvingrambler.com February 14, 2009

Arts Center
director wins award
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Make sure your notices are placed in a newspaper
where people will actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493

By Jess Paniszczyn
Successful schools manage to

reach beyond reading, writing and
arithmetic to teach students skills
to help prepare them for life and
the workplace. Some local schools
teach these essential skills through
the performing arts. Groups of stu-

By Jess Paniszczyn
Hundreds of traditional music

lovers and musicians gathered at
the First United Methodist Church
for the 2009 Winter Festival of
Acoustic Music on Feb. 6 - 7. Work-
shops and concerts featured a va-
riety of instruments including
penny whistles, banjos, harps, and

Skittles anyway at some point. We
just bought three bags here and five
bags there, so we didn’t really keep
count. But we did go to Sam’s and
buy two cases. There were a lot of
Skittles.

“It’s also good to recycle. The
world is overrun with pollution. If
everyone made clothes out of wrap-

School musicals teach students about lifeSchool musicals teach students about lifeSchool musicals teach students about lifeSchool musicals teach students about lifeSchool musicals teach students about life

Tradition lives at
annual Winter Festival

Wearing the rainbow
By Jess Paniszczyn

Being in middle school is a
challenge. Drama lurks around ev-
ery corner as cruel math teachers
dream up new ways to torture stu-
dents with triangles. There is even
peril in the seemingly harmless
school dance.

What to wear? How to stand
out? Will anyone ask me out?

Kat Rodriquez, an eighth
grader at North Hills Preparatory
School, used her own unique style
and ingenuity to answer a few of
these questions for the school’s
Winter Wonderland Dance.

“I wanted to have a dress that
didn’t look like anyone else’,” Kat
said. “So I looked on the Internet
for weird dresses. I found a picture
of a girl who had a dress made of
red Skittles wrappers. After I saw
that, I knew I wanted to make a
Skittles dress.

“I took a plain piece of mate-
rial and made it into a dress. My
aunt helped. We duct taped a row
of six Skittles wrappers together.
We took that and sewed the edges
onto the material and made those
into the dress. My mom helped with
buying the Skittles.”

Like many young teens, Kat
didn’t have any trouble figuring
out what to do with that many
Skittles.

“I ate all the Skittles. Well, some
of my friends helped me eat them.
There were at least 100 bags or
more. I can’t think my next visit to
the dentist will be too good now,”
she said.

“I’m not sure if it would have
been cheaper to just buy a dress,
because I would have bought the

dents at Lamar Middle School and
Irving High School have given up
their afternoons and Saturdays to
perform in musical theater.

About 60 students at Lamar
Middle School are performing Dear
Edwina the Musical. A cast of 28
brings the fun, upbeat musical that

teaches youngsters about manners
to life in the Nimitz auditorium.
Other students provide live music
for the performance.

“They have been doing a big
musical here for nearly 20 years,”
said Theater Arts teacher Mary
Kralicke. “Originally, the plays were

performed in the Irving Arts Cen-
ter. Over time the venue changed
and they started performing the
plays at Nimitz.

“Every year is a chance for the
kids to show that Lamar can do it
again. It’s a tradition. Anyone can
audition for the play. This show
has 28 students on stage. About
90 kids auditioned. The audition
process took about three hours just
seeing one kid after another.

While the musical may have
started in the Theater Arts Depart-
ment, its success depends on the

cooperation of administrators,
teachers, parents and students
throughout the school.

“This morning the entire 8th

grade came. Then all the 6th grad-
ers came for the second show. To-
morrow we will have all the 7th grad-
ers. It is incredible that a school
would allow all its students to at-
tend a musical. And it is three weeks
away from TAKS. Our administra-
tors, especially our Principal, Ms.
Malone, are behind this project 100
percent.

 dulcimers to name a few.
“If you are interested in tradi-

tional music or these particular in-
struments, this festival is very ex-
citing,” said Linda Thompson, a
co-coordinator of the Winter Fes-
tival. “We bring a wide range of
musicians who are very good on
their instruments. We look for a

combination of good performing
talent and people who are good
teachers. We have several locals
who are very good and we bring in
some outsiders, so we have an ex-
cellent combination of people that
changes every year.

Taking  the  high  road

Two trains pass on separate tracts as workers unload gravel, also called ballasts, for the new elevated
train track currently under construction along Rock Island Rd., and a DART commuter train passes on
the existing track going in the opposite direction.

See FESTIVAL, Page 5

See WRAPPERS, Page 12

See STUDENTS, Page 7
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POLICE & FIRE
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Fatality Accident
02-06-09 at 8:37 p.m.
The complainant was
traveling eastbound
SH 114 and lost con-

trol of his vehicle. The vehicle en-
tered the grassy median and then
the westbound lanes. The com-
plainant over-corrected the vehicle
and went back into the grassy me-
dian striking a cement pillar. The
complainant was deceased at the
scene. Hit and Run, ID, and the ME
were contacted.

Aggravated Robbery (Late Report)
02-06-09 at 11:30 p.m.  The victim, a
Braum’s employee, was assaulted
by five suspects as he was leaving
the business in the 3600 block of
N. Story Road at closing time. The
suspects also damaged the victim’s
car, threatened him with a handgun
and stole an item from inside the
victim’s vehicle. 

Aggravated Robbery
02-07-09 at 9:30 p.m.  The complain-
ant was walking towards an apart-
ment in the 4200 block of Club-
house Place when he was ap-
proached by the suspect. The sus-
pect was pointing a “machine gun”
type weapon at the complainant
and demanding the complainant’s
money. The complainant started

yelling for the police and the sus-
pect ran away. There were no inju-
ries and nothing was taken from the
complainant.

Burglary of Habitation
02-07-09 at 6:15 p.m.  The
complainant’s apartment in the
3300 block of W. Walnut Hill Lane
was burglarized while she was
gone. Several items were taken from
the apartment. The complainant
thought that a neighbor looked
suspicious when she arrived home
and discovered the burglary. She
told officers her suspicions and
they talked to the possible suspect.
Through their investigation, they
recovered some of the
complainant’s property in the
apartment the suspect was staying
in. CID was called out.

Residential Home Fire
02-08-09  Officers responded to a
home on fire in the 300 block of

Roberts. Three residents were
evacuated. The home was com-
pletely destroyed. There were no
injuries and the residents were able
to stay with relatives. The cause of
the fire is unknown at this time.

Burglary Habitation / Arrest
02-09-09 at 1:00 p.m.  Officers were
dispatched to the 1100 block of
Shufford on a Burglary in
Progress. The complaint had come
home and found the suspect in the
house. The suspect ran from the
house and was last seen in the back
yard of a residence on Anita. A
perimeter was quickly established
and the suspect was apprehended
on the school grounds at Lee Brit-
ain Elementary. The suspect also
matched the description of the sus-
pect in another burglary that had
just occurred 30 minutes earlier at
1434 Chamberlain in which the sus-
pect ran off after setting off a mo-
tion alarm inside the residence.

Irving Fire Department responded to 278 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    65  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      5  Structure Fires
      0  Special Operations
       5  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  32 Major Accidents
  95 Major Medical
  11 Heart Attacks
  32 Difficulty Breathing
  19 Trauma Related
  14 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Feb 5 - 11, 2009

Ambulances went into overload three times.
Comments:

02-07:

Read the
Irving Rambler

every week

Boat for auction: Seaarrow
1985; Hull length 18'; Serial
number SAV99619L586; TX

#5344CY. Auction will be
held Saturday, February 14,
2009; Auction hours 9:00

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. only.
Auction location 2605

Douglas, Ave.; Irving, Texas
75062. Please call 214-680-

6369 prior to arrival to permit
adequate viewing.

Boat AuctionRachael, the daughter of Mark
and Carrie Frost, is a sophomore at
the Academy of Irving ISD and has
participated in Teen Court since
May 2007.  Travis is the son of Chris
and Cynthia Messersmith and is a
junior at Nimitz High School.  He
has been a Teen Court attorney
since May 2006.  Cali, the daughter
of Debbie and John Mikusek, is a
senior at North Hills Preparatory,
and has participated as a prosecut-
ing attorney since September 2006.

Teen Court volunteers
promoted to lead attorney
Provided by Martha Tucker

The Irving Teen Court pro-
moted three teen volunteers to the
position of lead attorney at a swear-
ing-in ceremony at the Criminal Jus-
tice Center on February 10. Only
seven of the court’s 56 attorneys
have achieved this position. Mu-
nicipal Court Presiding Judge Tim

Whisler presided over the cer-
emony and administered the oath.

Prosecutors Rachael Frost,
Travis Messersmith, and Cali
Mikusek were welcomed into the
ranks of the court’s lead attorneys.
Municipal Court Presiding Judge
Tim Whisler presided over the cer-
emony and administered the oath.

Cali Mikusek, Judge Tim Whisler, Rachael Frost, and Travis Messersmith

Provided by Jan Killen
Irving’s League of Women

Voters (LWV) held a meeting on Jan.
26 at Irving Central Library. As part
of a national study, members con-
sidered consensus questions on a
National Popular Vote (NPV) Com-
pact. Action by states, through the
compact process, could alter the
method for electing the President
and Vice-President of the United

States from the Electoral College
(EC) method to a direct popular
election.

The LWV of the US has a po-
sition in favor of direct elections,
which will be a part of a Texas study
of voting procedures in 2009.
There would be an individual deci-
sion by each state, four of which
have already passed the NPV Com-
pact. If there are a majority of votes

in support of the Compact, the EC
could be abolished. The alternative
is a Constitutional Amendment, re-
quiring a ¾ vote to pass.

Background material with sup-
porting and opposing articles are
available at www.lwv.org. Studies
show that more than 70 percent of
American citizens favor the change
to a popular vote. More than 700
proposals for change have been in-

troduced in Congress. Every Vote
Equal: A State Based Plan by Na-
tional Popular Vote Press is a refer-
ence for the study, as well as
www.NationalPopularVote,com.

Questions about the program
can be addressed to Genie Mitchell
at 972-986-1663. Meetings are open
to the public, and guests are wel-
come.

“League studies national popular vote as alter“League studies national popular vote as alter“League studies national popular vote as alter“League studies national popular vote as alter“League studies national popular vote as alternative to Electoral Collenative to Electoral Collenative to Electoral Collenative to Electoral Collenative to Electoral Collegegegegege

Provided by Leigh Eitson
The Scouting for Food Drive

will begin on Feb. 14, when Irving
Scout troops and packs will place
empty grocery bags on doors in
Irving. Supporters are asked to put
non-perishable food items in the
bags, and then set out the bags for
pick up on the morning of Feb. 21.

Scouting for Food supports
various food pantries in Irving,
most rely heavily on this food drive
to supplement their inventories.
Irving Cares currently serves an
average of 414 families per month.
Since each food order usually pro-
vides five days of food, this is an
equivalent of 2,070 days of food
distributed each month (30 days)
to clients by Irving Cares.

Consider donating some of the
items that are not frequently do-
nated: peanut butter, jelly, mayon-

naise or salad dressing, or cooking
oil (in plastic jars if possible). Be-
cause these are not often donated,
many food pantries have to pur-
chase these items at retail cost. For
more information about Irving
Cares and a suggested “shopping
list,” visit www.irvingcares.org.

Scouting for food
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

New Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

February 14 from 9:30am-2:00pm
Child Safety Event - Free child
safety event at Westway Ford, 801
W. Airport Freeway, Irving, 9:30am
– 2:00pm. Parents receive an FBI
Certified Biometric 10 Digit Finger-
print Profile, a high resolution full
color Digital Photograph of your
child, a Child Safety Journal which
will provide law enforcement offi-
cials with all the necessary vital
information about your child and
other important facts they will need
immediately after a child is reported
missing, a Home DNA Identifica-
tion Kit that is easy to use and lasts
through generations. There is no
data basing.

February 14 from 2 - 4pm
Saturday School: Art that Moves!
- Saturday School offers profes-
sional and fun art instruction 2-4
p.m. to students ages 6-14 years.
Session three focuses on creating
kinetic art work. Students will show
off their mobile masterpieces dur-
ing the Arts Center’s Art Adven-
ture Fest parade on March 28-29.
$75, 972-252-2787 to register.
www.irvingartscenter.com

February 14 at 2:30pm
Valentine’s Day Craft Program -
The Northwest Branch Public Li-
brary, 2928 North Beltline Road, will
be hosting a program called,
“Valentine’s Day Crafts For Kids”
for children at 2:30 p.m., the
Children’s Programming Room.
Children will enjoy using a variety
of Valentine’s Day crafts including
cards, bookmarks, and other crafts.
Refreshments will be served. All
supplies are furnished. No regis-
tration is required. Free, for all ages.
Children under age 8 should be
accompanied by a guardian. For
more information or questions,
please call the Northwest Branch
Library at 972-721-2691or check the
library website at www.cityofirv
ing.org/library.

February 14 from 6pm - midnight
Valentines Day Dance - Valentines
Day Dance with DJ “Sammy On
Sound” at the St. Luke’s Catholic
Church Family Life Center 6:00 p.m.
to 12 a.m. A night of food, fellow-
ship, and fun. Adults and children
over the age of 18 are welcome @
$15.00 per person, 202 S.
MacArthur Blvd., Irving.

February 14 at 8pm
4th Annual Movie Scores Quiz -
Maestro Robert Carter Austin chal-
lenges the audience during Las
Colinas Symphony Orchestra’s 4th
Annual Great Movie Scores Quiz 8
p.m. Carpenter Performance Hall,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving. As
the orchestra plays selections from
the soundtracks of famous French
films, the audience is asked to iden-
tify the film titles and composers.
Harpist, Yumiko Schlaffer will also
perform Boieldieu’s Concerto for

Harp. $25-55, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for tick-
ets.

February 15 from 2-4pm
Gallery Talk and Family Funday -
Quilting demonstrations, free art
projects and a gallery talk 2-4 p.m.
featuring Barbara Oliver Hartman,
co-curator of New Beginnings:
Quilts by Texas Quilt Artists (thru
April 1 in Carpenter Lobby). Free.
www.irvingartscenter.com

February 17 from 8:30am-3:30pm
Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic - Baylor Medical Center at
Irving is sponsoring a well child
and immunization clinic along with
the Dallas County Department of
Health and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Northgate United Methodist
Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr. in
Irving. Well-child exams for chil-
dren ages birth to four years-old
and immunizations for children
ages birth to 18 years-old, will be
provided from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Immunizations only, will be given
from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Immuniza-
tion records must be provided for
each child. The free services of this
clinic are available to residents of
Irving only. For more information
call 972-579-4095.

February 17
Northwest Branch Community In-
put Meeting
The Irving Public Library invites
residents to help plan the new
Northwest Branch Library facility
by participating in a community
input meeting at 7 p.m. at the North-
west Recreation Center, 2800 Chey-
enne St. Interested residents will
have the opportunity to provide
input to city officials and the
project architects. The new library
will replace the existing storefront
location and is slated to open in
2010. For more information, call 972-
721-2691.

February 17 at 7:00pm
African-American History Cel-
ebration - The Mayor and City
Council of Irving & The Irving
Black Arts Council present 2009
African-American History Celebra-
tion “An African-American Read-
In” at 7:00 P.M. Irving Arts Center -
Dupree Performance Hall. Free ca-
tered event.
 
February 19-21
Guys and Dolls - Irving High
School presents “Guys and Dolls”
by Loesser in the Irving High
School Auditorium. A family-ori-
ented show with great ‘wise guys’
and ‘lovely mission ladies and hot
box ladies.’ Lady luck is very im-
portant throughout the
show. Songs such as “I’ve Never
Been in Love Before,” “A Bushel
and a Peck,” “Guys and Dolls,”

“Take Back Your Mink” depict the
excitement and ambiance of New
York City during the 1950’s. This is
a school-wide collaboration of stu-
dents, faculty and administrators.
Adult Tickets:  $10.00, Student
Tickets/Seniors: $7.00 Tickets pur-
chased at Irving High School be-
fore showtime will be discounted
by $1.00. Group discounts are
available.  Call 972-273-8300 for in-
formation.

February 20 at 8:00am
Networking Breakfast - Irving
Hispanic Chamber presents break-
fast at 8:00am in Arturo’s Mexican
Restaurant, 1810 W. Irving Blvd.,
Irving, 972-254-1292. Topic: Busi-
ness Planning: “Cutting Cost, Re-
tirement, and Taxes.” Speakers:
Elvia Ostiguin, Crystal Ramirez-
Scanio & Steve Gende. Bring Plenty
of Business Cards. RSVP: 214-217-
8477 or jgarcia@irvinghispanic
chamber.org.

February 20-22 at 2 & 8 pm
Captive - Presented by Dallas Din-
ner Table 2 & 8 p.m. in the Dupree
Theater. Captive tells the story of

nine strangers held hostage in a
room for 20 hours. They are left with
no instructions, no code of con-
duct, nothing . . . except for the

baggage they brought into the
room with them. All they have to
react to is each other. $25
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Provided by Fallon Collier
The Make-A-Wish Founda-

tion® of North Texas was recently
honored with the “Power of One”
award by the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation® of America, the nation’s
largest and most well-known wish
granting organization for children
battling life-threatening medical
conditions. The award is given to
one chapter each year that has rep-
resented leadership and success
within its chapter and has made sig-

nificant contributions to the
growth and success of the national
foundation.

“We are honored and humbled
by this award and the recognition
by the Make-A-Wish Foundation
of America,” said Barry Smink,
president and CEO of the North
Texas Chapter. “Our chapter has
been fortunate to have kind, gen-
erous and talented board members,
donors, volunteers and staff who
consistently enhance the wish-

High wildfire danger
alert for all of Texas
Provided by Misty Wilburn

The Texas Forest Service
(TFS) is urging citizens across the
state to be aware of heightened
wildfire danger due to a low pres-
sure front that will drop humidity
levels and produce high winds.

Tom Spencer, TFS predictive
services department head, said
these conditions could lead to wild-
fires that spread quickly, pose con-
tainment problems and endanger
public safety.

Though the state saw some
precipitation earlier this week, pro-

longed drought conditions have
not improved. In fact, the freezing
temperatures only caused drought-
cured grasses to become even
drier. 

TFS Predictive Services De-
partment forecasts that through
the month of February, fuels, such
as grasses and trees, are expected
to remain critically dry. 

For more information on fire
advisories and area conditions, go
to www.texasforestservice.tamu
.edu and click on Fire Danger/Ad-
visories. 

The MakThe MakThe MakThe MakThe Make-A-Wish Fe-A-Wish Fe-A-Wish Fe-A-Wish Fe-A-Wish Foundation® receives oundation® receives oundation® receives oundation® receives oundation® receives “P“P“P“P“Pooooowwwwwer of One”er of One”er of One”er of One”er of One” a a a a awardwardwardwardward
granting process.”

The North Texas Chapter
implemented several successful
programs in its market that have
been recognized and adopted by
the national foundation. Initiatives
include providing mentorship in
program development, accounting
and volunteer management for
other chapters and attaining new
national corporate sponsors.

In addition, the North Texas
chapter produced a video to en- Provided by Clay Sanford

The Internal Revenue Service
announced that an early sampling
of tax returns shows about 15 per-
cent have errors involving the Re-
covery Rebate Credit. Some tax re-
turns erroneously claim the credit,
do not claim the proper amount of
Recovery Rebate Credit or mistak-
enly enter the amount of the stimu-
lus payment they received on the
Recovery Rebate Credit line.

To avoid delays in tax refunds,
it is critical that taxpayers know the
correct amount of the stimulus pay-
ment they received last year, if any,
to help determine whether they
qualify for the Recovery Rebate
Credit now.

“Let me stress that last year’s
stimulus payment is not taxable,”
said Clay Sanford, Dallas IRS
spokesman. ”The amount of the
stimulus payment will not be en-
tered directly on the tax return.”

But, Sanford added, the rea-
son you will need to know the
amount of the stimulus payment
you received, if any, is so that it
can be used in the process of pre-
paring your return. 

For people using a paper tax
return, the stimulus payment
amount will be required when com-
pleting a related worksheet. For
people using tax software, the
stimulus payment amount will be
needed as well, but there are no
pencils to sharpen. The software
will figure whether you have a Re-
covery Rebate Credit coming to
you.

For most taxpayers, the cor-
rect entry for the recovery rebate
credit will either be blank or zero.

If there is any question at all
as to the amount that should be
reported for the recovery rebate
credit, the taxpayer or preparer

should enter a zero on the appro-
priate line above, and the IRS will
determine from records whether a
recovery rebate credit is due, and,
if so, how much.

Some of the major factors that
could qualify you for the recovery
rebate credit include:
Your financial situation changed
dramatically from 2007 to 2008.

You did not file a 2007 tax re-
turn.

Your family gained an addi-
tional qualifying child in 2008.

You were claimed as a depen-
dent on someone else’s return in
2007 but cannot be claimed as de-
pendent by someone else in 2008.

The Recovery Rebate Credit is
a one-time benefit for people who
didn’t receive the full economic
stimulus payment last year and
whose circumstances may have
changed, making them eligible now
for some or all of the unpaid
portion. Like last year’s stimulus
payment, the Recovery Rebate
Credit is a maximum of $600 for in-
dividuals and $1200 for married
couples filing jointly. Another $300
is added for each qualifying child
under age 17. 

Most taxpayers who received
a stimulus payment last year are not
eligible for the Recovery Rebate
Credit, but there are some excep-
tions. Those who earned more or
less in 2008 than in 2007 and those
who had a child born or who
ceased being a dependent in 2008
may qualify for some or all of the
new credit. Also, seniors and retir-
ees who did not file for a stimulus
payment last year may qualify for
the credit. 

For more information, visit
IRS.gov or call the IRS toll-free at
1-800-829-1040.

The Home Instruction for Par-
ents of Preschool Youngsters
(HIPPY) program in Irving ISD was
awarded Stellar Program Status by
HIPPY USA as a result of a pro-
gram review conducted by the na-
tional organization. According to
national officials, IISD HIPPY dem-
onstrated high quality program-
ming resulting in the greatest posi-
tive impact for children and fami-
lies served by the program. As a
result of the award, IISD HIPPY will
receive a $1,500 monetary award
and recognition at the organ-
ization’s national conference.

Confusing stimulus
and Recovery Rebate

Pictured are Olayinka Moore, HIPPY coordinator; Jerry Christian,
IISD Board of Trustees President; Marcela Montes, HIPPY coordina-
tor; and Dora Morón, Bilingual/ESL/Migrant program director.

HIPPY program receives honor

hance and add creativity to the
wish-granting process by helping
children explore possibilities when
determining their wish. The video

has impacted children in North
Texas and has been shared with all
chapters nationwide on
www.wish.org.
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FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

MOB Homes for rent
2+3 BR> Lot+water

included-deposit+
REF Reqd.

972-986-7100

HELP
WANTED

Bell Sports, Inc. is
seeking an SAP

Business Analyst and
a Senior Technical

Analyst in the Irving,
TX area. Resumes will
only be accepted via

U.S. mail. Send
resume to Bell Sports,

Inc. Attn: Human
Resources 6225 N.
State Highway 161,

Suite 300 Irving,
Texas 75038.  EOE.

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,

wbfp,appl,fenced,no
pets. 972-253-0973

Project Manager/
Superintendent needed

with 3+ years
experience in solar

field construction
management.

Expertise to include
PV installation and

CSP
construction;utility
scale.Competitive
pay/benefits.Email

Solarproject@
hotmail.com

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLEITEMS

FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME
FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

White Amana Gas
Stove

214-675-6493

ITEMS
FOR SALE

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

Strong computer skills are a must! General office duties including
bookkeeping, preparing and printing bulletins & newsletters; typing; answering the
telephones; and assisting the pastor; etc. Please contact:

First Presbyterian Church at 972/579-7850 or fpcirv@airmail.net.

Church Secretary Wanted:

Boat for auction: Seaarrow 1985; Hull length 18'; Serial number
SAV99619L586; TX #5344CY. Auction will be held Saturday,
February 14, 2009; Auction hours 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. only.

Auction location 2605 Douglas, Ave.; Irving, Texas 75062. Please
call 214-680-6369 prior to arrival to permit adequate viewing.

Boat Auction

“Traditional music is more ex-
citing and more personal. Being
able to make your own music in your
own way is very satisfying to many
people at a time when the culture is
so impersonal.

 “We always have a great time.
This is a unique location. The First
United Methodist Church in Irving
is very welcoming. They appreci-
ate what we do, and they know we
will respect their facility. We like
being in downtown Irving. It is re-
ally a nice place,” she said.

Formally from the Metroplex,
musician John Cardascia traveled
from Portland, OR to attend this
year’s festival.

“I was at the first Winter Fes-
tival, and have attended every year.
A lot of my friends are here. I come
back basically to see them and hook
up again,” Mr. Cardascia said.

“It is a really nice festival. The
thing that Joe and Linda (the coor-
dinators) try to do is make this a
teaching festival. A lot of the festi-
vals you go to around the country
are more performing and listening.
When other festivals have work-
shops, they are more demonstra-
tions. They are not workshops in
the sense that they try to teach and
pass on the music.

“If you look at our schedule,
we may have up to 12 workshops
going on simultaneously all day
Friday and Saturday. During the
day, the concerts are very sparsely
attended, because most of the
people are at the workshops. In the
workshops, people are listening,
learning techniques and tips, and
playing instruments hands on.”

Traditional music festivals are
an important part of passing the
music along to the next generation.

“We have a lot of old folks
here, people who have been play-
ing music for years and years. But
we also have a good number of
fairly young people who are learn-
ing and being indoctrinated into
the music.

“Most of this music is not on
your commercial television or ra-
dio. You don’t hear about this type
of music a lot. If people are going
to learn it and keep it going, they
have to come to things like this to
really become immersed in the mu-
sic and learn,” Mr. Cardascia said.

“Traditional music is not like
classical. In classical music,
Beethoven wrote these notes, you
play these notes. Traditional mu-
sic is passed down from person to
person. Nobody knows what the
true tune really is. Nobody knows

what the true cords really are. So
you get to play with it, change it
around and do all kinds of fun stuff.
There is a lot of improvisation and
innovation around the music.

“This music is very accessible.
It is very easy for people to come
to listen, to hear, and to enjoy. If
you like to listen to music where
your feet just can’t seem to stay
still, this is a good place to come,”
he said.

Continued from page 1

FFFFFestival interests a new generation in musicestival interests a new generation in musicestival interests a new generation in musicestival interests a new generation in musicestival interests a new generation in music

Trying something new, Haley
Ivey (11) plays a hammer dulci-
mer for the first time.

Appearing live at the Winter Festival, the Sweet Song String Band performs in concert.

Provided by Jennifer Wilson
Richard E. Huff, executive di-

rector of the Irving Arts Center, was
the inaugural recipient of the Tex-
ans for the Arts Champion for the
Arts Award.

The award was created to rec-
ognize arts advocacy leadership in
Texas. A committee appointed by
Texans for the Arts considered lead-
ers across the state who’ve had a
significant impact on the arts over
the past 20-40 years. Huff was cho-
sen by colleagues for his more than
40 years of arts service on a local,
regional and national level. He was
presented with the award during
Arts Advocacy Day on Feb. 10 in
Austin.

“Richard is truly the Godfather
of the arts in this great state,” said
Lynn Barnett, president of Texans
for the Arts. “He immerged as a
natural candidate, and we truly ap-
preciate the leadership role he’s

taken as an advocate for the arts.”
Huff served as director for the

National Endowment for the Arts
Locals Program, Texas Commission
on the Arts, Cultural Activities Cen-
ter in Temple, TX, the Dallas City
Arts Program and the Illinois Arts
Council. He’s also served on nu-
merous national arts boards and
was a founding member of the U.S.
Urban Arts Federation and the
Texas Assembly of Arts Council.
Huff joined the Irving Arts Center
in 1995.

“He’s greatly contributed to
the cultural vitality of Irving and
the state,” said Rose Cannaday,
Irving City Councilwoman. “It’s an
honor to see Richard recognized by
Texans for the Arts, and on behalf
of the Irving Mayor and City Coun-
cil, I would like to extend our heart-
felt congratulations.”

Arts Advocacy Day brought
more than 170 arts supporters, in-

cluding 28 from Irving, to the Capi-
tol to visit their elected officials, to
discuss state funding issues and
cultural policy and to create a
greater awareness of the influence
of arts and culture on the commu-
nity. Texans for the Arts is the offi-
cial arts advocacy organization for
Texas.

Irving Arts Center director receives
Champion for the Arts Award

Richard E. Huff



BIZ BRIEFS
A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.

“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com February 14, 2009

To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.IrvingChamber.com

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment in
our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
North Lake College

Oncor Electric Delivery
Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

AboveNet

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Akili

Avaya
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.
Eisenberg & Associates

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

Irving ISD
James Hardie Building Products, Inc.

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Medco Health Solutions
Northup Grumman

Office Resource Group
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

University of Texas at Arlington /
College of Engineering
Villa’s Grill & Catering

IRVING FIRMS MAKES
TEXAS MONTHLY’S TOP 100

Texas Monthly magazine has released its
annual survey of the 100 Best Places to
Work in Texas, and 15 Irving companies were
included in the list.  In the large company
category was Edward Jones, Camden Prop-
erty Trust, Administaff, Quest Diagnostics
Incorporated, Deloitte LLP, CHRISTUS
Health, OMNI Hotels, Wells Fargo Bank,
Nokia, and Silverado Senior Living.  In the
medium category, HCA National Patient
Account Services, Martin- Fletcher and
Hartman Leito & Bolt were recognized.  In
the small company category, Trans-Trade
and Aquire were recognized.  Best Compa-
nies Group, an independent organization
managing this program in many states
around the country and Canada, launched
its survey in Texas in the summer of 2008.
Companies that chose to participate com-
pleted a two-part survey, including an or-
ganizational overview of the company’s poli-
cies and procedures as well as an in-depth
employee questionnaire. The survey, analy-
sis, and list selection were conducted by
Best Companies Group. Participation was
available to for-profit and nonprofit compa-
nies with 15 or more employees working in
Texas.

STOPFER NAMED TREASURER
Irving Mayor-Pro-Tem Rick Stopfer has
been named treasurer of the Dallas Regional
Mobility Coalition.

AAA-TEXAS NAMES
VP-GENERAL MANAGER

Rhonda Wilson has been named vice presi-
dent and general manager of AAA-Texas,
headquartered in Las Colinas.

BAE SYSTEMS
WINS EDUCATION AWARD

BAE Systems Irving office was recognized
as a Crystal Award Winner at the 2009 Texas
Association of Partners In Education
(TAPE) conference by winning the TAPE
Academic Impact Award.  BAE was recog-
nized for being a business whose partner-
ship with a campus/district has had a dem-
onstrated positive impact on student aca-
demic achievement.  BAE works with the
students and staff of Barton Elementary
School.
 

Koenig & Bauer AG North America Inc.,
a manufacturer of printing presses, has an-
nounced it will relocate its corporate head-
quarters to Irving. The U.S. subsidiary of a
German firm, KBA North America is one of
the largest press manufacturers in the world.
The company, which has a current staff of
approximately 170 at their present corporate
headquarters in Williston, Vermont, and in
regional offices throughout the Northeast,
will bring the bulk of its operations to Irv-
ing.

The company has signed a lease to fully
occupy Twinrose Regent II, a 60,000-square-
foot building and Twinrose Development

Company property that will eventually house
100 employees.  The location, 2555 Regent
Boulevard in Irving, close to Dallas/Fort
Worth Airport is ideal for KBA, as they can
more easily host visitors.

“This transaction represents good news
for the D/FW and Texas economies due to
the lease up of a new vacant building and
the high profile nature of KBA’s business
operations hosting corporate visitors to D/
FW to view their products” said Grant
Laughlin, president of Laughlin Commercial,
the brokerage firm that represented KBA in
its search.

Nippon Express USA, a global logistics and
transportation of freight and cargo provider,
which currently occupies an 80,000-square-
foot space in Irving at 1100 28th Avenue in
the DFW Freeport Business Park, also an-
nounced it would be expanding its regional
headquarters. The company plans to expand
by adding an additional 70,000-square-feet
of space as it consolidates from three other
locations. Through this expansion, the com-
pany stands to gain a competitive advan-
tage to their 3PL contract, which has resulted
in more inventory, shipments and business
in a down economy.

KBA North America and Nippon
Express Bring Jobs to Irving

TPC Four Seasons Las Colinas
4150 North MacArthur Boulevard
Irving, Texas 75038

2009 Tickets and Sponsor Pack-
ages Available Now at www.hpbnc.org

SAVE THE DATE
The HP Byron Nelson

Championship

SAVE THE DATE
The HP Byron Nelson

Championship
Monday,
    May 18, 2009

Sunday,
    May 24, 2009

OMNI ACQUIRES
BOB’S STEAK & CHOP HOUSE

Irving-based Omni Hotels has acquired a 50%
interest in the Bob’s Steak House & Chop
House brand.  The Omni plans to add free-
standing restaurants as well as units within
its hotels.  Omni has stated that they want to
see where the brand can grow and help lead
that process.

NYLO NAMES SALES TEAM
NYLO Hotels has named its sales team for
the NYLO Dallas/Las Colinas.  They are:  Lisa
Klaker as director of sales, Erika Guerrero as
assistant director of sales, Keith Gardner as
sales manager, and Charlene Mendez as sales
services and coordination.  The NYLO will
be located on Royal Lane, just west of
MacArthur Boulevard.

CALL FOR HEAVY HITTERS
The Dallas Business Journal issued its call
for the top commercial real estate brokers of
2008 for the annual Heavy Hitters event,
which is sponsored by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.  Nominations are
due by February 17 and the celebration will
be April 16.  Brokers will be recognized in
seven different categories, as well as the
Rookie of the Year, for those brokers with
less than three years in the business.  Go to
www.dallasbusinessjournal.com to make a
nomination.

In his State of the State address, Gov-
ernor Rick Perry asked the Legislature to
move forward on education issues, tweak
the business tax and to give voters a chance
to vote on a constitutional amendment to
limit spending increases to growth in infla-

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

301 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.

tion and population. Perry, a fiscal conser-
vative, also sent a message that the Legisla-
ture could dip into the $9 billion emergency
Rainy Day Fund, but to be careful not to
drain it. He also asked lawmakers to stop
siphoning fuel taxes from road funds.

BUDGET AND TAXES
• Devote $260 million to the Texas Enterprise
Fund and to the $203.5 million Emerging Tech-
nology Fund to provide job-creation incentives
to companies, and spend $60 million on incen-
tives for in-state film production.
• Raise the franchise-tax exemption for small
businesses to $1 million; currently, businesses
with $300,000 or more in gross receipts must
pay some taxes.

PUBLIC EDUCATION
• Spend $622.5 million on teacher incentive pay.
• Create an incentive program for schools that
tackle childhood obesity.

HIGHER EDUCATION
• Prohibit tuition increases for a student over his
or her four years of college.
• Increase financial aid for college students and
college nursing programs.
• Allow military veterans to pay state-resident
tuition rates, regardless of where they live.
• Provide universities incentive funding based on
graduation rates.

SOCIAL ISSUES
• Invest in adult stem-cell research.
• Require women seeking an abortion to see an
ultrasound before the procedure.

AMONG THE HIGHLIGHTS OF PERRY’S SPEECH:



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection
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Introducing our new line of Raquel Welch wigs.
Great for fashion and convenience!

We specialize in helping people with mild and
severe hair loss from: Alopecia Areata, Male
Pattern Baldness, Chemotherapy, Medications and
Aging.

1770 West Irving Blvd #12
Irving TX 75061

972-254-4141

Discount Wigs

Memory cap offers the
ultimate in light comfort and

dependable fit.

Memory cap offers the
ultimate in light comfort and

dependable fit.

Read the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the Irving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERY Y Y Y Y WEEKWEEKWEEKWEEKWEEK

“I think this is a chance for
students to see live theater, be-
cause that is not something they
even consider. It is a chance for
them to learn theater etiquette and
the right way to act when they go
see a play. They have a connec-
tion with the performers, and they
get feedback from each other. It is
a chance for them to learn there are
other forms of entertainment be-
sides computers, video games and
film,” Ms. Kralicke said.

“Many of the kids in the per-
formance also excel in their other

subjects. But at the same time, I
have kids who only really excel in
the musical. This is their one chance
to get applause, and they may
never have that chance again. They
are good kids, and they want to be
a part of something. Some of these
kids have never done anything like
this before, they just blossom and
feel good about themselves.

“I think being a part of the
musical helps kids get over any fear
of performing in front of a group.
They learn to get along and work
together as a whole. Often students
come into drama thinking it is all

silliness and fun, so have to learn
discipline.

“I am really proud of these
kids. They have all come through,
and I am real excited about that,”
she said.

As Dear Edwina comes to an
end, its final performance is Feb.
14 at 7:00 p.m., Irving High School’s
production of Guys and Dolls is
scheduled to run next week from
Feb. 19 -21 at 7:00 p.m. in the
school’s auditorium.

“Guys and Dolls is a fun
show,” said Theater Director

Provided by Mary Higbie
The announcement of the an-

nual Irving Heritage Society Sweet-
heart was made Sunday by Presi-
dent R. Dan Matkin during the tra-
ditional Valentine Tea in the Heri-
tage House.

Eleanor Corry Bell, a long time
Irving resident and graduate of Irv-
ing High School, was selected for
the many things that she has done
to promote Irving and the Heritage
Society. She recently has been the
prime mover of the selling of the
cook books and history books for
the organization. Eleanor volun-
teers at the Irving Archives, assist-
ing the staff in developing and pro-
ducing displays of Irving’s people
and history, including the first
county exhibit at the Old Red Mu-
seum in Dallas last year.

The Valentine Tea is a recre-
ation of a 1914 housewarming party

Sweetheart named at
traditional Valentine Tea

given by Mr. and Mrs.  C.P.
Schulze. Decorations and the menu
reflect those used at the original
party. Diann Contestabile was
chairman of this year’s event. Dr.
Clay Gilbert provided music

Metroplex.
For information on other up-

coming events of the Irving Heri-
tage Society, visit the website of
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-
252-3838.

throughout the day
on the antique piano
in the music room
and led the enor-
mous crowd in atten-
dance in serenading
the new Valentine
honoree with a spe-
cial personalized
song to the tune of
“Let Me Call You
Sweetheart.” Guests
attending were from
Italy, England, Ger-
many, College Sta-
tion, South Dakota
as well as many from
throughout the

Continued from page 1

Students  carrStudents  carrStudents  carrStudents  carrStudents  carry  on  theatrical  traditiony  on  theatrical  traditiony  on  theatrical  traditiony  on  theatrical  traditiony  on  theatrical  tradition

Lamar Middle School students act and sing while performing Dear Edwina on the Nimitz High School
stage in front of a live audience.

See IRVING, Page 8

Partying like its 1914, Barbara Terrell, Diann
Contestabile, Joe Bell and Dan Matkin (stand-
ing lft to rt) congratulate Eleanor Bell (sitting)
on being named the Irving Heritage Society’s
Sweetheart.

Discover IslamDiscover IslamDiscover IslamDiscover IslamDiscover Islam
FREE COURSE

Begins March 7, 2009
Saturdays, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

2555 Esters Road
Irving, TX  75062

Did you ever wonder…
What do Muslims believe about

Jesus and Mary?

Is Islam a religion of peace?

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity
to learn about Islam! FREE Registration,

Course materials, and Refreshments Provided

Week 1:
Understanding Islam
Prophet Muhammad

Week 2:
 Jesus & Mary in Islam
Gender Equity in Islam

Week 3:
Contemporary Issues

Islamic Center of Irving
presents

Register Today!
972-812-2230, ext. 1005

discoverislam@irvingmasjid.org
www.irvingmasjid.org
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

Christian Science

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

Jewish Channel
Please Visit thejewishchanneliptv.net
We are looking for a Hebrew Teacher

E-mail us at
thejewishchannel.iptv@gmail.com

or call us at 972-795-9133 or
972-600-9291

Sunday Morning Encouragers Class
Meets at 9:15 a.m. in the

Prestonwood Baptist Church Chapel

Prestonwood Boomers
Boomers...redefining and discovering

authentic fulfillment in life-serving others
through Christ !

Faith..........................New Directions
Finances.......................New Applications
Family........................New Ministries
Fellowship....................New
Opportunities

Following His Steps....New Outreaches
Prestonwood.org/boomers
Contact: The Preacher Joe!

972-820-5315
6801 W. Park Plano, Texas 75093

jschofield@prestonwood.org

Southern Baptist

Church of Christ

Disciples of Christ

Independent Bible

Jewish Outreach

WORSHIP

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler

We offer a variety of cost
effective ways to reach

your customers
Call 214-675-6493

Shawn Brentham. “We are going
full speed into our last week of pro-
duction. It’s really coming together.

“We have students, teachers
and administrators in the cast. All
in all there are probably about 50
people in the cast and another 20
in the orchestra. So this is a fairly

“This show is a bit of a beast.
It is probably close to two and a
half hours of non-stop dancing and
singing. With a musical, you have
to learn how to dance, learn how to
sing and learn your part. Then you
also have the acting element. Not
only that, but you have to act while
you are singing. You also have the
element of collaboration between

big production.
“At Irving High, we do a mu-

sical every year. It is a huge thing
for the school. It reaches across all
kinds of lines. It is open audition
for the entire school. We have stu-
dents who are athletes, artists, and
some who aren’t involved in any
kind of art but just liked the idea of
being on stage.

the orchestra, the conductor and
the actors on stage. It all comes
together in one venue. It is all very
exciting.

“It’s a bigger endeavor than a
straight play. It’s double hard. But
it is a lot of fun too.”

Much like their younger coun-
terparts, the older students learn
important life skills through their
participation in the musical.

“Theater in general as an art
form is a lost art that students are
learning to incorporate in their
lives. If we are here on Earth and
alive, we are expressing ourselves.
Theater is an artistic outlet for that
expression,” Mr. Brentham said.

“Through the musical, stu-

dents learn to deal with a project
based workload. There is a begin-
ning, middle and end. People com-
ing out of college today are very
bright. But the one thing employ-
ers don’t see in them is a work ethic
as far as knowing how to handle
projects. With any show in general,
students have to learn how to start
something from scratch, follow
through with it, and complete it.
Theater teaches student how to
cope in life. They learn to deal with
many different personalities all go-
ing in a common direction.

“The kids in the cast are do-
ing an awesome job. They blow me
away every day and work super,
super hard. I couldn’t be happier.”

Continued from page 7

Irving High students tackle Guys and Dolls

Long after the final bell has rung, cast members for Guys and Dolls work to perfect their dance moves
for the upcoming production.

Provided by Jennifer Ransom Rice
Creativity and innovation will

be the keys to success for students
entering the workforce of the fu-
ture according to business and tech-
nology leaders who addressed
Texas Legislators at a special brief-
ing Jan. 26 in the Senate Chamber
chaired by Sen. Florence Shapiro
(R-Plano), and Rep. Rob Eissler (R-
The Woodlands).

“Schools need to promote cre-
ative, inventive thinking by inte-
grating the arts with other sub-
jects,” Sen. Shapiro said. “The arts
are an integral part of education.
Embedding them in the general cur-
riculum creates and supports
sound teaching strategies. It’s not
either-or. It’s not science or the arts;
it’s not math or the arts. It is dove-
tailing them.”

Business and technology au-
thor Daniel Pink told legislators that
many white collar jobs are being
sent oversees.

“Certain kinds of work done
by lawyers, accountants and engi-
neers requires brainwork, but it’s
routine and is being outsourced,”
Pink said.

He said that employers are
seeking people who have the abil-
ity to innovate, communicate and
adapt to change.

“Those are the sorts of abili-
ties that kids learn in the arts. Be-
ing successful in the future will re-
quire creativity, innovation and
empathy - all attributes embodied
by artists. Yet schools by and large
are not fostering those talents,” he
said.

IBM Master Inventor Viktors
Berstis, who has more than 100
patents in his name, said that his
early training in music helped him
identify patterns that enabled him
to apply solutions to problems.

“Music turned out to be ex-
cellent training for my brain,”
Berstis said.

Raymond Harfield with AT&T
said that a music background can
be a tie-breaker in employment de-
cisions.

“We look for artists because
those are the people who are go-
ing to fill those 21st century jobs.

They have to know the science to
comprehend but they have to go
beyond the science to serve the
customer,” Harfield said.

NASA spacecraft integration
expert Jack Bacon testified: “What
I have noticed in my technical ca-
reer at NASA is that the arts have
been very valuable in every facet
of what we do, that we tend to cher-
ish the use of all sides of the brain
in very complex technical disci-
plines.”

Pink also pointed out that
China has established centers to
integrate arts education into the
national curriculum, “because they
realize they are not going to have
an economic future merely being
the routine manufacturer for the
rest of the world.  And that should
be alarming to us here in the U.S.”

“I fear that our schools are
going exactly in the opposite di-
rection,” Pink said. “They are in-
creasingly about routines and stan-
dardization at precisely the moment
that the economy is no longer
about those things.”

Texas, student enrollment in
music and fine arts courses has
been declining in recent years, ac-
cording to Robert Floyd, Executive
Director of the Texas Music Edu-
cators Association.

“We want to make sure we are
not moving in the wrong direction
when other countries are changing
their education systems to en-
hance right brain creativity and
thinking,” Floyd said. “We need to
recognize that a well-balanced edu-
cation is important for all stu-
dents.”

Sen. Shapiro said she brought
the panel of experts together to
help legislators understand the fu-
ture challenges that students will
face in a rapidly changing economy.

“We have to make certain that
our schools provide our students
with the kinds of skills and abilities
that employers are seeking for the
jobs of the 21st century,” she said.

Pink summed up his philoso-
phy and the day’s message by say-
ing, “Today’s schools are prepar-
ing kids for my past rather than for
their future.”

TTTTTeeeeexas Lexas Lexas Lexas Lexas Legislators host con-gislators host con-gislators host con-gislators host con-gislators host con-
versation on arversation on arversation on arversation on arversation on arts educationts educationts educationts educationts education

Strong computer skills are a must! General office duties including
bookkeeping, preparing and printing bulletins & newsletters; typing; answering the
telephones; and assisting the pastor; etc. Please contact:

First Presbyterian Church at 972/579-7850 or fpcirv@airmail.net.

Church Secretary Wanted
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

Joan Black -
Van Zandt1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201

Irving, TX. 75061

469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651469-713-1862 or 972-523-0651
Turning 65? Bombarded with sales calls and materials

about supplements and advantage plans? Need to
make decisions about what to decide concerning

what’s right for you?
I will help you. We can meet at my place or yours.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW

Ralph Vernon Curtis, of Denison,
and previously from Irving, Texas,
passed away Friday, February 6,
2009. He was born August 11, 1931

RALPH
VERNON CURTIS

in San Antonio, Texas. He was an
engineer at Texas Power & Light for
over 25 years. He served 2 Tours of
Duty in the US Army during the
Korean War and retired as a Major.
He attended Arlington State
College the first year it became a 4
year college.  Ralph was a member
of the Lions Club; active in St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Denison
and taught GED classes after
retiring.  He loved to read and travel
and visited 5 out of the world’s 7
continents. Survivors include his
sons Dan Curtis and wife Alicia of
Irving, Richard Curtis and wife Sue
Ann of Grapevine, and David Curtis
and wife Tricia of Richardson; and
granddaughters Brenda Devon,
and Heather and Amber Curtis. He
is also survived by many wonderful
friends, including Mary, Claudia,
Alvin, and Nick, all of Denison.
Graveside services were held

Monday, February 9, 2009 at 2:00
p.m. at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens, 1413 E. Irving Blvd. in
Irving. The family received friends
from 12:00-1:30 p.m. before the
service at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home, 707 N. MacArthur
Blvd. in Irving.

SARA
ELIZABETH STARR

Sara Elizabeth Starr, of Irving, Fri-
day Feb. 6, 2009. Born Oct. 26, 1926
in Lee County, AL, survived by
husband, Robert F. Starr, Irving and
step-daughter Andrea Hilton
Bartulla, Katy, TX; Services were
held Mon. Feb. 9, 2009 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel; interment at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

By Kathleen Phillips
There’s an emerging star in the

super-food world.
Plums are rolling down the

food fashion runway sporting
newly discovered high levels of
healthy nutrients, say scientists at
Texas AgriLife Research.

“Blueberries have some stiff
competition,” said Dr. Luis
Cisneros, AgriLife Research food
scientist. “Stone fruits are super
fruits, with plums as emerging
stars.”

Far from fruit snobbery, the
plum is being ushered in after
Cisneros and Dr. David Byrne,
AgriLife Research plant breeder,
judged more than 100 varieties of
plums, peaches and nectarines and
found them to match or exceed the
much-touted blueberries in antioxi-
dants and phytonutrients associ-
ated with disease prevention.

The duo acknowledge that
blueberries remain a good nutri-
tional choice. But Byrne said their
findings are plum good news, es-
pecially in tight economic times,
because one relatively inexpensive
plum contains about the same
amount of antioxidants as a hand-
ful of more expensive blueberries.

“People tend to eat just a few
blueberries at a time – a few on the
cereal or as an ingredient mixed
with lots of sugar,” Cisneros said.
“But people will eat a whole plum
at once and get the full benefit.”

Discovery of the plum’s ben-
efits – along with that of fellow
stone fruits, the peach and the nec-
tarine – came after the researchers

measured at least five brands of
blueberries on the market. Against
those numbers, the team measured
the content of more than 100 dif-
ferent types of plums, nectarines
and peaches.

The first comparison was for
antioxidants, molecules that sweep
through a body looking for free
radicals to knock out. Free radicals
are atoms or molecules that lurk
where diseases like cancer and
heart disease are found.

“If the radicals aren’t taken
care of,” Cisneros said, “they will
cause the problems that lead to dis-
ease.”

But the scientists didn’t stop
at knowing that plums and peaches
were flexing their antioxidant
muscles.

“Knowing that we had all
these varieties with high levels of
antioxidants, then the possibility of
preventing these diseases would
also be high with their consump-
tion, so we went to the next step –
how these compounds could actu-
ally inhibit chronic diseases,”
Cisneros said.

The team examined the full
content of plums and peaches,
then tested the effect of the com-
pounds they found on breast can-
cer cells and cholesterol in the lab.

“We screened the varieties
again with the biological assays,”
Cisneros said. “And that had never
been done before, because it is ex-
pensive and a lot of work. But that
investment is small in terms of the
information we got, and how it can
be used now for breeding efforts

to produce even better fruit.”
Byrne noted, for example, that

one benefit the team found was that
the phytonutrients in plums inhib-
ited in vitro breast cancer growth
without adversely affecting normal
cell growth.

He said this type of research
needs further study but is an indi-
cation that breeders ultimately will
be able to produce new crop vari-
eties with the best ratio of various
phytochemicals to have an impact
on disease prevention and inhibi-
tion. And these fruits will be avail-
able as fresh produce as well as in
extracts for dietary supplements.

“Future work with stone fruits
will focus on cardiovascular and
cancer using animal models and
identification of specific com-
pounds that exert the properties,”
Cisneros said.

Bottom line from the research-
ers: “We suggest that consumers
take seriously the recommendation
to eat at least five servings of fruits
and vegetables – or even more –
every day and to make sure that
plums are part of that,” Byrne said.

Funding comes from the Veg-
etable and Fruit Improvement Cen-
ter at Texas A&M University and
the California Tree Fruit Agree-
ment.

Plums poised to give blue-
berries run for the money
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

* FRIDAY THE 13TH    R
11:55    12:30    2:15    3:00    5:05
5:35    7:30    8:00    10:00    10:30

* THE INTERNATIONAL    R
1:45    4:30    7:20    10:10

# CONFESSIONS OF A
SHOPAHOLIC    PG

11:50    2:20    4:50    7:35    10:15

PINK PANTHER 2    PG
12:05    2:30    4:50    7:15    9:40

CORALINE 2D    PG
11:50    2:15    4:40    7:00    9:30

PUSH    PG13
12:00    2:40    5:15    7:50    10:20

HE’S JUST NOT THAT
INTO YOU    PG13

1:05    3:55    7:10    10:05

NEW IN TOWN    PG
12:20    2:50    5:10    7:40    9:55

# TAKEN    PG13
12:10    2:35    5:00    7:25

10:05

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE    R
12:35    4:15    7:00    9:50

PAUL BLART MALL COP    PG
12:25    2:40    5:00    7:20    9:35

GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    7:05    9:45

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Friday the 13th
Rated: R

It is hard to believe it has been
29 years since, as a wide eyed 13
year old, I first watched the coun-
cilors at Camp Crystal Lake run
naked and screaming from Jason’s
whacked out mother. I wasn’t sure
how I would take to them retelling
the story that started it all. There is
a nature to Jason, with his machete
and hockey mask, that I was afraid
once tampered with, would lose its
history and nostalgia. I didn’t want
some over the top adrenaline fu-
eled gore fest that would be all ef-
fects and no character. I wanted
classic thrasher elements. I needed
to jump at stupid things and cringe
at what I knew was about to come.
I wanted to relive my youth I guess.

Director Marcus Nispel does
alright with this new telling. Since
this is not a continuation of the
story, rather a retelling of the facts
he took some liberties while keep-
ing true to the original plot. Set in
current day we find a 30 something
year old Jason who still follows the
voice of his dead mother and kills
anyone who wanders into the de-
serted area of Camp Crystal Lake.
His latest pray being a young man
in search of his missing sister and
a group of fun loving weekend
preppies looking for beer, bongs
and debauchery. Little has
changed in the style of victim from
the 80’s though I don’t remember
them being so obnoxious and
vainly pretty; and that’s just the
guys!

There is little in the way of cre-

ativity and surprises in this install-
ment but that doesn’t make it less
enjoyable. If watching silver spoon
fed, sex crazed, young adults get
gutted for their stupidity is enjoy-
able. And I have to admit, at times
it was. I also liked this Jason char-
acter a lot. He was large and quick
and focused. No lumbering about
in the woods for this one. He at-
tacked with a vengeance. Much
went into establishing why Jason
is what we have seen over the
years. I appreciated that small at-
tention to detail. Also, the addition
of Aaron Yoo to the mix brought
the perfect stereotypical funny
character. Yoo has decent skills
when it comes to timing and deliv-
ery. Along with Arlen Escarpeta
they added a balance to the pretty
boy and bimbo characters that are
rampant in these films.

Friday the 13th is rated R for
strong bloody violence, some
graphic sexual content, language
and drug material. Along with the
graphic sexual content is enough
naked silicone implants to float a
barge full of camp councilors. Par-
ents should be warned that these
are not the days of brief, gratu-
itous, boob shots. Your youngster
will get quite the anatomy educa-
tion if you let them tag along. (Sorry
guys, it is part of my job to tell them
these things.) The violence was
campy and though graphic it didn’t
feel the need for a splatter fest. This
too gave it a retro feel to the origi-
nal. I give it a solid 3.5 out of 5 back-
packs. It is certainly for lovers of
the genre, and I think one of the
better remakes in some time.

Friday the 13th - Little
wrong with this retelling

disturbing: 30 percent of all mur-
ders involving females ages 15 to
19 are committed by their romantic
interest.

This month, the Office of At-
torney General (OAG) is joining
with law enforcement profession-

als and crime victim advocates
across the country to observe the
fourth annual National Teen Dat-
ing Violence Awareness and Pre-
vention Week. The observance is
intended to educate teens about
the differences between healthy

and unhealthy relationships. It is
also meant to help adults and teens
recognize when a friend or loved
one is being abused.

Peace officers are on the front
lines of defending abuse victims
when dating control or abuse turns
violent, but officers also know the
other signs of potential abuse. The
teen dating violence awareness
week seeks to make the public cog-
nizant of these signs. Teens’ abu-
sive dating partners might:

• Look at them or act in ways that
scare them
• Act jealous or possessive
• Criticize them
• Try to control where they go,
what they wear or what they do
• Text or IM them excessively
• Threaten to kill or hurt themselves
or their partners if they leave
• Try to stop them from seeing or
talking to friends and family
• Hit, slap, push or kick them

The National Teen Dating
 Abuse Helpline also provides
many tips for recognizing and re-
sponding to teen dating violence,
as does its Web site,
www.loveisrespect.org.

Young Texans who find them-
selves in abusive relationships
should be encouraged to talk to a
friend or an adult about the situa-
tion. Anyone who does not feel
safe should avoid being alone with
their boyfriend or girlfriend.

Officers can also encourage
teenagers who have witnessed or
experienced potential dating vio-
lence to call the National Teen Dat-
ing Abuse Helpline at 866-331-
9474. The helpline offers real-time,
one-on-one support 24 hours a day.
Through the helpline, trained vol-
unteers advise teenagers to recog-
nize unhealthy behavior and ex-
plain how to leave abusive rela-

tionships in the safest way pos-
sible.

Parental involvement can be a
powerful tool that prevents teen
dating violence. By talking with
their teenage children and staying
aware of developments in their
child’s life, parents can show that
they care – and are approachable
when problems arise. Setting
boundaries and simultaneously
entrusting kids to conduct them-
selves responsibly may feel like a
balancing act, but it can really help
protect teens from harmful relation-
ships.

The OAG has long stood with
police officers in the fight against
domestic and teen dating violence.
Recently, the OAG joined the Texas
Council on Family Violence to
launch the “LOVE” campaign,
which was created to heighten
public awareness about teen dat-
ing violence.

The OAG Web site,
www.texasattorneygeneral.gov,
contains information about victims’
rights, protective orders, and the
OAG’s Address Confidentiality
Program, which provides a post
office box and mail forwarding at
no charge to victims who want to
prevent an abuser from knowing
where to find them. Abuse victims
seeking information about the
OAG’s Crime Victims’ Compensa-
tion Program, which reimburses
out-of-pocket expenses to victims
of violent crime and their families,
can also find it on the Web site.

All Texans have the right to
live violence-free lives, but many
need help getting out of violent re-
lationships. The OAG is commit-
ted to working with law enforce-
ment, victim groups and others to
ensure that Texas teenagers have
access to the resources they need
to end dangerous or harmful rela-
tionships.

AttorAttorAttorAttorAttorneneneneney General offers resources for victims of teen dating violencey General offers resources for victims of teen dating violencey General offers resources for victims of teen dating violencey General offers resources for victims of teen dating violencey General offers resources for victims of teen dating violence
Dating violence is far too com-

mon among teenagers across the
nation. According to a recent sur-
vey, one in five teens who have
been in a serious relationship say
they have been hit, slapped or
pushed by their partner. Even more

YYYYYou roar,ou roar,ou roar,ou roar,ou roar, I roar, I roar, I roar, I roar, I roar, w w w w we all roar for Lions Roare all roar for Lions Roare all roar for Lions Roare all roar for Lions Roare all roar for Lions Roar

Members of the Irving Noon Day Lions Club meet for the kickoff meeting for the annual Lions Roar
Variety Show for Irving ISD students. On May 2, the Lions will host over 20 acts by students in the show
at MacArthur High School. For more information, call 972-556-0584.
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St. Luke Catholic Church

Saturday – Feb. 14, 2009  from – 6pm -12am
Adults only - $15 per person

Call Trish @ 469-586-9108 or Norma @ 972-986-8622 or 214-392-5856
or Jorge Madrigal @ 972-253-3476

Valentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day DanceValentine’s Day Dance
St. Luke Catholic Church

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
Happy

Valentine’s Day
From

Oasis Landscape Co

pers after they ate the food, there
would be a whole lot less trash.”

Kat’s mom, Gina was a little
worried about the idea of a Skittles
dress.

“At first I thought she was
crazy when she told me she was
going to make it,” Gina said. “She
actually drew it out first. When I
saw her drawing with the color and
the shape of the dress, I thought it
was a really good idea. When I saw
her making the dress, I still couldn’t
believe it. I thought there was no
way the wrappers would hold up. I

was afraid they would start tear-
ing, but they didn’t. She did a good
job on it. I was proud of her when it
was all finished.

“I bet we spent $60 on that
dress including the material, shoes
and Skittles wrappers.”

In the end, Kat’s new look was
well received.

“A lot of people really liked
the dress. People were asking if
they could take their pictures with
it.

“For the Eighth Grade Walk, a
mini-graduation the school has for
8th graders, I am going to try to
make a dress out of all different
colors of duct tape,” Kat said.

Wrappers add color to an original dress
Continued from page 1

Wearing a sweet dress, Kat Rodriquez, an eighth grader at North Hills
Preparatory, brings together her love of candy and design in one dress.

Orchestra students from Irv-
ing ISD high schools traveled to
Highland Park High School for UIL
Solo & Ensemble auditions Jan. 31.

Soloists advancing to the
Texas Solo & Ensemble competition
as a result of regional auditions are
Josie Cannon, viola, MacArthur
High School and Jasmin
Hernandez, violin, MacArthur.

Ensemble performers advanc-
ing to state competition are all from

commit to a healthy lifestyle to-
gether.”

Here are some “heart healthy”
ways to spend time with your loved
one this Valentine’s Day:

* Cook a delicious heart
healthy meal to show you care. Visit
www.LearnYourLipids.com to find
tasty recipes that will impress your
sweetie.

* Grab your “sole mate” and
head out for a walk. A study by the
American Heart Association
showed that people are 76 percent
more likely to stick with a walking
program if they have someone to
walk with. Daily exercise helps
lower bad cholesterol and raise
good cholesterol.

* Instead of chocolate, give a
healthy and delicious gift like a fruit
basket.

For more information on cho-
lesterol, heart disease risk factors
and heart healthy living, talk to
your doctor and visit the National
Lipid Association’s www.Learn
YourLipids.com.
Courtesy of ARAcontent

On Valentine’s Day, take care of
your heart with your loved one

This February, you’ll likely see
hearts everywhere, in the form of
candy, cards and decorations. Let
them be a reminder to take care of
your heart health with your loved
one. Along with high blood pres-
sure and obesity, unhealthy cho-
lesterol levels are a major risk fac-
tor for heart disease. Making
simple lifestyle changes with your
loved one can help you both
achieve healthy cholesterol levels
that can cut your risk for heart dis-
ease.

To gauge your heart disease
risk, learn your cholesterol levels
by having them checked by your
doctor, including LDL, or “bad”
cholesterol, HDL, or “good” cho-
lesterol and triglycerides — all in-

dependent risk factors for heart
disease. The risk of developing
heart disease doubles when trig-
lyceride levels are above 200. When
triglycerides are above 200 and
HDL cholesterol is below 40, a per-
son is at four times the risk.

Healthy Numbers: LDL less
than 100  HDL greater than 40 for
men and greater than 50 for women
Triglycerides less than 150

“Many couples have no idea
that an unhealthy lifestyle can af-
fect their cholesterol levels and
subsequently their heart health,”
said Dr. Jerome Cohen, chairman of
the National Lipid Association
Consumer Affairs Committee. “It’s
important for people to talk to their
physicians about cholesterol and

UIL Orchestra Solo
& Ensemble results

Nimitz High School and include:
Allison Lewis, Edwin Ibarra and
Mauricio Valdovinos, string trio;
Destiny Oates, Allison Lewis and
Ali Marcano-Tovar, string trio;
Minh Duc Le and Mauricio
Valdovinos, cello duet; and Kevin
Sanchez and Ali-Marcano-Tovar,
cello duet.

The Texas UIL Solo & En-
semble competition will be May 22-
23 at University of Texas at Austin.

Josie Cannon, junior viola player at MacArthur High School, and
Jasmin Hernandez, sophomore violin player at MacArthur, were
among the IISD orchestra students selected to advance to the Texas
UIL Solo & Ensemble competition May 22-23 at University of Texas.


