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February 18, 2012“Irving’s weekly community newspaper”
RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50c

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving City Council decided 

to alter the contract between the City 
and the Las Colinas Group regarding 
the entertainment center in a Special 
Meeting held Feb. 13. Drafted by the 
Las Colinas Group, the amendment 
was delivered to the City roughly two 
hours prior to the meeting, according 
to comments made by Council mem-
bers. During the meeting, the Council 
considered “Authorizing the Mayor 
to Execute a Second Amendment to 
the Second Amended and Restated 
Entertainment Center Development 
Agreement with Las Colinas Group 
LP.”

For the benefit of those who may 
not have had time to read or fully un-
derstand the proposed amendment, 
Senior City Attorney Karen Brophy 
explained the impact the proposed 

action would have on the agreement. 
“This document has the effect of 

extending the timeline for the financ-
ing of the entertainment venue,” Bro-
phy said. “It also changes the existing 
provisions that have deadlines based 
on the final judgment to now creat-
ing a final, automatic termination on 
Aug. 6, 2012 if the financing has not 
closed or been funded by that date. 

“The six month period for the 
replacement developer has also been 
removed. It reduces the timeframe 
from 45 days to 21 days for the con-
sideration of the bond ordinance, 
which will occur after receiving the 
loan commitment that would be ac-
ceptable to the City. 

“There had been some earlier 
questions on what ‘cash equivalent’ 
means, so that has been removed. 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Domestic violence doesn’t dis-

criminate on the basis of race, re-
ligion or social status. When some 
people reach out for help in the Dallas 
area, they find Brighter Tomorrows 
ready and willing to help with coun-
seling and for the most fortunate 
shelter as well as a new start in life. 

Through the City of Irving, the 
US Custom and Border Protection 
agency donated abandoned freight 
to Brighter Tomorrows during a 
brief ceremony on Feb. 9. The freight 
included new merchandise consist-
ing of shawls, windbreakers, t-shirts 
and childrens jeans as well as math 
books, wheel chairs and additional 
clothing items. 

“Ceva handles general order, 
which is freight that has not cleared 
Customs in a timely manner,” said 
Dana Dykes, Ceva’s Import Manager. 
“After a year, that freight is usually 
auctioned off. This is freight that was 
never auctioned or wasn’t bought in 
the auction. It has been sitting in our 
warehouse for quite some time. 

“Customs asked us if we would 
be receptive to donating it, and we 
are, because it clears out our ware-
house space that we will never be 
paid for. We donate it and the freight 
goes to a good cause, so it works out 
really well. The merchandise we are 
donating should be very beneficial to 
the people at Brighter Tomorrows. I 

By Alice Canham

Lesley Whitewater was lingering 
over her steaming bowl of aromatic 
soup. A math teacher at Jack E. Sing-
ley Academy (JESA), she appreciates 
the menu served up by the Academy’s 
Culinary Arts Program.

“The food they’ve been serving 
us over the past two months has 
been great,” she said. “I couldn’t re-
sist when I heard it was going to be 
roasted garlic and potato soup.

“It’s great to see my own stu-

dents at work in this program; 
maybe sometimes seeing them work 
for the first time. It helps build our 
relationship.

“I also know that they have to 
figure out how many meals you can 
make from each recipe, so they’re 
working on their math homework: 
fractions and conversion ratios.

“And I brought a couple of 
canned goods for donation.”

Billed as the ‘2012 Souper Bowl 

By Alice Canham

Your neighborhood library may 
be offering a new way for Spanish 
speakers to improve their English 
skills. Called ‘Conversaciones @ Your 
Library’, it’s a setting where anyone 
who wishes to participate can drop in 
and join the conversation.

“Our program is exactly a year 
old, and it started at the Central Li-
brary and East Library with a grant 

from Dollar General Foundation and 
the American Library Association,” 
said Volunteer Coordinator Carla 
Morgan. “That allowed us to buy 
materials for learning English.

“We concentrated on English 
learning for Spanish speakers, which 
in Irving is in high demand.” Under-
scoring that need: a recent home-
buying seminar in which 16 out of 18 
participating families spoke Spanish.

Morgan added that many Eng-
lish as Secondary Language pro-
grams (such as those once offered 
by tutors through Dallas County 
Adult Basic Education) have lost 
their funding. 

”So there’s more and more need, 
and less and less opportunity,” she 
continued. 

“One of the most frequent re-

By Jess Panizczyn
Eight hundred Irving ISD eighth graders and 

ROTC students roused themselves early Saturday 
morning for a unique fieldtrip. The Organization of 
Black Aerospace Professionals (OBAP) in conjunc-
tion with the American Airlines Federal Credit Union 
and American Airlines employee volunteers hosted a 
special screening of Red Tails at the AMC Grapevine 
Mills 30 movie theater for Irving and DeSoto ISD 
students on Feb. 11.

The movie depicts the history of the Tuskegee 
Airman, a group of African American pilots who 

fought in World War II as part of the U.S. Army Air 
Corps.

The event, known as Operation Challenged Yet 
Undefeated, was the brainchild of American Eagle 
Airlines Captain Ray Evans and his wife Sindra.

“Six weeks ago, my wife and I saw the preview 
of Red Tails on TV,” Captain Evans said. “I was very 
impressed with the product. I knew immediately that 
this was a tool we had to use to inspire youth. We 
started rounding up volunteers to make this happen.

“Of course, there was a funding issue, and it was 

Council supports 
entertainment venue 
by amending contract

Customs reaches out to help 
victims of domestic violence

Libraries encourage learning through conversation

Film brings history, aviation together for students

Photo by John Starkey
After spending their Saturday morning watching Red Tails and speaking with aviation pro-
fessionals, students receive miniature movie posters passed out by volunteers. 

Photo by Alice Canham

Doing their part to alleviate hunger, Singley Academy culinary 
students raise funds for area food pantries by serving meals 
during the ‘2012 Souper Bowl of Caring at JESA’.

Culinary students use their skills 
to benefit area food pantries

See ENTERTAINMENT, Page 6

See DONATIONS, Page 10

See ‘RED TAILS’, Page 9

See LANGUAGE, Page 5

See SOUPER BOWL, Page 8
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Where’s YOUR HOUSE 
OF WORSHIP?

Advertise in 
The Irving Rambler today! 

(972) 870-1992

n February 18 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Buck-a-Book Sale

The Friends of the Library will host 
a special discount book sale of gently 
used books at West Irving Library. 
Every book will sell for $1 each. The 
proceeds benefit the library.
n February 18 from 1-4 p.m.
Bear Creek Heritage Center/Black His-
tory Month

As part of the City of Irving’s Black 
History Month activities, the Jackie 
Townsell Bear Creek Heritage Center 
museums will be open to the public. 
The public is invited to tour the muse-
ums and gain insight into the African-
American experience in American 
history and life in Bear Creek, one 
of Dallas County’s oldest African-
American communities. The center is 
located at 3925 Jackson St. Call (972) 
721-3503 for more information.
n February 18 from 2-3 p.m.
Ground Breaking

The City of Irving, in partner-
ship with Key Life Homes, is set to 
begin construction on new single-
family residences on Tudor Lane. The 
launching of construction commences 
a new chapter for the Lamar/Brown 
neighborhood.
n February 18 at 8 p.m.
The Bard and the Band

The season continues on with “O 
Romeo, Romeo…”! performance 
in Carpenter Hall at the Irving Arts 
Center! LCSO as explores the orches-
tral literature written for, about, and 
in response to the plays of William 
Shakespeare. Symphony Arlington 
will also share the stage with some 
of the talented actors of Shakespeare 
Dallas, who will frame the music 
with famous scenes and soliloquies 
from the evening’s play. Single Tick-
ets are priced at $15, $25, $35, $45 
and all are available by telephone 
(972.252.4800), Irving Arts Center in 
Carpenter Hall at 3333 N. MacArthur 
Blvd., Irving.
n February 19
Kickstart Kids

Head out to the Texas Motor Speed-
way to take a 4-lap ride in a real 
NASCAR Race Car at speeds up to 160 
mph. It will cost 99.00 + tax = 107.17 
and the best part is you will be sup-
porting Kickstart Kids. Team Texas 
will donate 50% (that’s 49.50 per ride) 
of the cost back to our organization.
n February 19 at 3p.m.
African American History Program

The City of Irving and The Irving 
Black Arts Council’s African-Ameri-
can History Program “Black Women 
in American Culture & History” Fea-
turing Jack E. Singley Academy The-
ater Department, Irving Postmaster 
Rodney Malone Unveiling the USPS 
2012 Heritage Stamp Honoree John 
H. Johnson, Poet Efram Zemill and 
a Post Reception Catered by Second 
Chance Sweets Irving Arts Center - 
Dupree Theater, 3333 N. MacArthur 
Blvd., admission is free.
n February 20 at 7 p.m.
Irving Genealogical Society

Author, Don Raney will present 
“Finding Your Revolutionary War 
Ancestor.” 

He is a life member of the San 
Jacinto Descendants and past di-
rector of GENTECH and he Dallas 
Genealogical Society’s Computer 
Interest Group. Meetings are open to 
the public in the main auditorium of 
the Irving Public Library, 801 West 
Irving Blvd.
n February 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Basketball

South Grand Prairie Warriors 
meets Irving MacArthur in bi-district 
play at Turner Gym on the campus of 
Grand Prairie High. Complete cover-
age of the game -- including pre- and 
post-game interviews -- can be heard 
by visiting www.texprepsbasketball.
com. Pre-game begins at 7:15 p.m.

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

February 19 — Communion Celebrated
Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday 

Pitching your tent — Mark 9:2-9   
February 22 — Ash Wednesday

7:00 a.m. Service and Imposition of Ashes
6:30 p.m. Communion Service and 

Imposition of Ashes

UNITED METHODIST

UNITED METHODISTBIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Unity Church of Irving
210 Virginia St. 

(just south of Pioneer off O’Connor)
Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
Sunday Services: Adult class 9:30-10:30
    11:00 Service: “Parable of the Sower,” 

Rev. Frank Pounders
Sunday morning 9:30 class: Ernest 
Holmes, “This Thing Called You.”

Need space for a function, Mon./Sat., 
call our office. 

All are welcome!

UNITY CHURCH

“When We Stand Together” Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

Learn the story behind the making of the world renowned equestrian sculpture

at The Mustangs of Las Colinas Museum
Exhibit Hours

Wednesday - Saturday 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Free Admission

5205 N. O’Connor Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75039

(972) 869-9047

csdcdc Tilted Kilt 
Dinner benefitting the Irving Fire Foundation 
Honor Guard & Mayday Fund

Get Your Kilt On! 
Join Irving’s Honor Guard   

April 11, 2012  
Las Colinas Country Club  

Whiskey Tasting 6pm 
Presentation of the Haggis 7pm  

Sponsorships from $1,000-$10,000 - Tickets $100/each  

Contact Monica Ellington 214.755.8711  
Monica@IrvingFireFoundation.org or 

http://irvingfirefoundation.org/TiltedKilt.html 

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us on Feb. 23!
Cory Hines, Vice President 

for External A�airs, 
will make a presentation 

about Dallas Baptist 
University.

Join us on Feb. 23!
Cory Hines, Vice President 

for External A�airs, 
will make a presentation 

about Dallas Baptist 
University.

Cory Hines, Vice Presi-
dent for External 

A�airs, will make a 
presentation about 

Dallas Baptist Univer-
sity.

JOIN US!
February 9th speaker —

Chris Wallace, 
President of the Irving 
Chamber of Commerce

n February 23 from Noon to 1 p.m.
Bereavement luncheon

Gerontologist Dee Wadsworth will 
speak on “Am I Losing My Memory? 
Tips and Tricks for Grieving People” 
at the luncheon hosted by the Visiting 
Nurse Association at the Church of 
the Incarnation on 3966 McKinney 
Avenue in Dallas. There is no cost to 
attend the luncheon, but reservations 
are requested by calling 214-689-
2633.
n February 18 thru April 1 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Free Tax Filing

IRS certified Nimitz Student tax 
preparers will assist taxpayers with 
incomes under $60,000. As volun-
teers they are trained and tested in 
current tax law using IRS material to 
prepare the following: E-File, Direct 
Depost 5405, 982, 1040EZ, 1040, 
2441-child and dependent credit and 
others, 1040A, EZ form 8888 (direct 
deposit), Schedule A, B, EIC & R. 
Nimitz is at 100 West Oakdale, Irving.
n Entry Deadline is April 1
Gifted Summer Program Scholarships 
Available for Irving Area Students

The National Society for the Gifted 
and Talented (NSGT) is pleased to 
offer $10,000 in scholarships for 
Irving area students to apply towards 
selected summer programs. Ten 
scholarships are being offered by 
the NSGT Board of Trustees - six at 
$1,000 each, six at $500 each and 
four at $250 each - and will be used 
to help pay tuition for gifted summer 
program of their choice. 

Download and complete the schol-
arship application at www.nsgt.org/
scholarships.asp. Winners will be 
notified on April 15. 

Recent storms have increased 
the water levels of lakes throughout 
the region, but City of Irving officials 
will remain proactive and not lift the 
Stage 3 water restrictions imple-
mented on Jan. 1. The water level at 
Lake Chapman, an East Texas lake 
from which Irving and many other 
North Texas water entities secure 
much of their water supply, increased 
approximately five feet during recent 
storms, it remains eight feet below 
the normal level.

“The City of Irving is in no dan-
ger of losing its water supply, but we 
believe it is prudent to continue our 
conservation efforts,” said Irving 
Mayor Pro Tem Rick Stopfer. “Con-
tinuing our Stage 3 water restrictions, 
combined with various initiatives the 
City is exploring to expand its water 
resources, will ensure that Irving 
residents have water for many years 
to come.”

“We are encouraged to see the 
water level rise at Lake Chapman 
and provide the City an 18-month 
water supply alleviating the need 
for the City to request purchases of 
additional water to meet current 
demands. However, since long-range 
forecasts show that we can expect a 
dry winter, we want to do everything 
we can to maximize our water sup-
ply,” said Todd Reck, water utilities 
director for the City of Irving. 

The City of Irving joins a long list 
of North Texas communities that are 
keeping in place their current water 
restrictions despite increasing lake 
water levels. By doing so, Irving is 
positioning itself for an anticipated 
dry winter and eliminates customer 
confusion that would be caused by go-
ing in and out of various water stages.

Stage 3 water restrictions in 
Irving limit water customers to ir-
rigating once per week on designated 
days according to the street number 
address and during a specific time. 
In addition, customers may water 
building foundations, trees and 
landscaping with a hand-held hose, 
soaker hose, bucket or drip irrigation 
system for a maximum of two hours 
on their designated watering day. 
Residents may wash their cars at 
home on designated watering days 
and restaurants are being asked to 
provide water to patrons only by 
request. 

Customers observed violating 
the Stage 3 water restrictions are 
subject to a warning from Code En-
forcement or Water Utilities staff. 
After the initial warning, offenders 
will receive a fine of up to $2,000. 

Storms raise city water supply
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The Irving Fire Department 
wants everyone to be aware of the 
importance of knowing how to per-
form CPR. According to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, 80 percent of 
cardiac arrests occur at home. 

“We all think we will never have 
a need to use CPR,” said Fire Chief 
Mario Molina, “but the fact of the 
matter is, cardiac arrest can affect 
anyone at anytime, including family 
members and friends. That is why we 
want everyone to learn how to use 
either Hands-Only CPR or conven-
tional CPR.” 

Hands-Only CPR, performed 
by a bystander has been shown to be 
as effective as “conventional” CPR 
in emergencies that occur at home, 
work or in public. There are only two 
steps to remember when performing 

Hands-Only CPR:
1. Call 911
2. Push hard and fast in the 

center of the chest.
Cardiac arrests are more com-

mon than you think.
Nearly 300,000 out-of-hospital 

sudden cardiac arrests occur annu-
ally, and 80 percent of cardiac arrests 
occur at home.

Many victims appear healthy 
with no known heart disease or other 
risk factors.

Immediate CPR can double, 
or even triple, a victim’s chance of 
survival.

For every minute that CPR is not 
being done, your loved one has an ad-
ditional 10% chance of not surviving

For more information about the 
importance of knowing how to per-

form CPR go to: www.heart.org/cpr .
Source: Fire Community Outreach

Dear Mr. City Attorney,
 
I noticed in Thursday’s council 

meeting that the Mayor asked you 
repeatedly for an answer as to how 
to proceed with the discussion and 
vote or whatever needed to be ac-
complished on the LCG contract and 
you failed to have any response. She 
had to resort to the city manager for 
a response and guidance. What is the 
reason for this?

In addition, I also observed that 
you actually failed (as often you do) 
to actually give a legal opinion when 
asked directly to do so by a council 
member, Roy Santoscoy. You “um-
hed and awed” and skirted the issue 
and came up with an answer which 
was actually not a legal opinion since 
it was qualified by the first words out 
of your mouth, “We have ALWAYS 

TAKEN IT THAT….” Those words 
disqualify anything that follows as 
being a legal opinion and certainly 
gets you off the hook. 

I do understand this action how-
ever. Roy wanted you to say that the 
proposition allowed or even directed 
the building of two totally separate 
“entities” (as he called them.) In 
your mind you actually knew that 
you could not do this. You could only 
tell him what the city had done and 
what the proposition had said. You 
also knew that the city had passed the 
Resolution  (in July of 2010) which 
endeavors to make the building of the 
EV part of the Convention Center, all 
against the voters’ directive (through 
the proposition we passed.)

So I do understand the dilemma.
But it would be oh so nice if our 

staff and our council could just lay 

things like this on the table and be 
honest about them. Don’t you agree?

Thank you in advance for your 
response to these matters.

Jacqualea Cooley

n Aggravated Robbery: 2/11 at 9:33 p.m. A masked suspect 
armed with a pistol entered the manager’s office at the 
Dollar Tree in the 3500 block of West Airport Freeway 
while the employees were counting money at the close 
of business. He demanded money and struck one of the 
employees on the head with the gun. The suspect took cash 
as well as cell phones from three of the employees before 
fleeing out the back door. The suspect was not located and 
the injured employee was treated on scene by IFD for a 
minor laceration to her head.
n Aggravated Robbery: 2/12 at 9:00 p.m. An unknown 
male entered the CVS in the 400 block of West Rochelle 
and displayed a large black handgun that had an orange tip 
on it at the cashier and demanded cash. The cashier com-

plied and the suspect left in an unknown direction with an 
unknown amount of money. The suspect was not located.
n Burglary Arrest: 2/12 at 8:33 p.m.An officer observed 
a suspicious vehicle parked across from 2200 block of 
East Pioneer and 500 block of North Wildwood in an 
area that has had recent burglaries. The officer contacted 
the occupant who was in possession of burglary tools. Of-
ficers checked the area, and discovered a business with a 
cut lock and pried door. A large box truck not belonging 
to the business was parked inside of the warehouse and 
had been loaded with approximately $100,000 worth of 
merchandise. 
     Officers linked the suspect to the offense and arrested 
him for burglary.

The Letters to the Editor 
section is devoted to giving the 
people of Irving a voice. The Ir-
ving Rambler accepts your in-
put, letters, comments – good 
as well as bad, and opinions. 
This section is provided for you 
the reader.

If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

POLICE REPORT 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

TAX RELIEF STARTS HERE
Tax Preparation
●  Individual
●  Partnership
●  Corporations

IRS Tax Problems
●  Audits
●  Unfiled Returns
●  Collections

 (972) 304-9750
www.bronzstar.com

    320 S State Hwy 121 N, Suite 305, 
Coppell, Texas 75019

Bronze Star Tax Service 
will fight hard for you!
● Locally owned and operated
● Serving our Community for over five years
● Proven Tax Professional
● Proven Combat Veteran

Special offer
$25 OFF
any paid tax return

Offer expires 
April 17, 2012

Irving Fire Department responded to 217 
incidents Feb. 9-15.

IRVING 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Fire incidents
52  Misc. Fire/ 
 Rescue Calls
2 Special 
 Operations
5 Structure Fires* 
2 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
21 Major Accidents
62 Major Medical
20 Heart Attacks
20 Difficulty 
 Breathing 
24 Trauma Related 
9 CPR Situations

*One structure fire was a false call, 
food was left on the stove.

JC Jonathan Salon
Peggy/Stylist
(817)235-0052

2117 W. Airport Frwy, #26, Irving, TX 75062

Carla/Nail Tech
(469)879-5051

■ Hair Cut & Style Men & Women

■ Any Nail Service (New Customers Only)25% off

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery
The City of Irving released its fis-

cal year 2011 Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) that details 
the City’s financial operations and 
position. An audit of the report was 
conducted by Grant Thornton LLP, 
and Irving received an unqualified 
“clean” audit opinion, which is the 
best opinion given by audit firms. 

The superior report means that 
Irving’s financial statements are free 
from material misstatements and are 
represented fairly.

 In addition, Grant Thornton re-
viewed the city’s control procedures 
and no findings were noted. Audit 
results were presented by Grant 
Thornton to the Audit and Finance 

Committee at its Feb. 8 meeting. 
“This report provides confidence 

to Irving residents that tax dollars 
are well managed and accounted for 
properly in delivering exceptional 
services and promoting a high quality 
of life to our residents, visitors and 
businesses,” said Councilman Joe 
Philipp, Audit and Finance Commit-
tee chairman. 

The City will submit the 2011 
CAFR to the Government Finance 
Officers Association for the Certifi-
cate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting. Irving has 
received this award for 27 consecu-
tive years.

Source: City of Irving

Irving recognized 
for improving 
worker wellness

Most people understand the 
importance of health and wellness. 
Never is that more evident than at 
the top of the year when many people 
make resolutions to live a healthier 
lifestyle. For some, the lack of time 
and motivation threaten a healthy 
resolve to be more active. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention promote regular 
physical activity as a way to improve 
overall health and reduce risk for 
many chronic diseases. However, it 
has been said that “busy is an Ameri-
can addiction” and the demands of 
daily life are as real as the benefits of 
living a healthy lifestyle.

The award from the American 
Heart Association recognizes com-
panies for implementing wellness ini-
tiatives that positively impact the life-
style choices of their employees. Only 
nine employers achieved platinum 
status, and the City of Irving is the 
only municipality to receive the top 
award. Moreover, this marks the 

third consecutive year that the City 
of Irving has been recognized by the 
AHA for its leadership and vision in 
workplace wellness initiatives.

An initiative known as “Irving 
Wellness Incentive Now” (I Win) is 
just as popular among Irving employ-
ees. Through I Win, employees can 
earn financial incentives for demon-
strating a yearlong commitment to 
health and wellness. 

“Having been in the corporate 
health industry for more almost 20 
years, Irving’s multipronged ap-

proach to creating a healthier work-
force is quite impressive,” said Cigna 
Health Coach Renè Cundiff. “Irving’s 
I Win program takes the positive 
approach by providing a supportive 
environment and incentives to em-
ployees for progressing with their 
individual health and wellness goals.”

In 2011, the City was presented 
the association’s Gold, Worksite In-
novation, and Platinum awards, and 
a City of Irving employee received 
the Everson Walls Lifestyle Change 
awards.

The City Council formally sup-
ported ‘Downtown Irving-Heritage 
Crossing’ as the new name of the 
Trinity Rail Express (TRE) South 
Irving station on Feb. 9. With support 
from Council, City officials will bring 
a resolution for the name change to 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) for 
final approval. 

“The renaming of this commuter 
rail station represents a significant 
step in the redevelopment of the 
South Irving community and in so-
lidifying the identity of the region,” 
said Irving Mayor Pro Tem Rick 
Stopfer. “Our goal is to move forward 
so that residents and TRE riders will 
see new Downtown Irving-Heritage 
Crossing station signage by summer.” 

If approved, City officials would 
work with DART to coordinate 
changes to literature and signs in 
conjunction with development of 
similar materials necessary to launch 

the DART Orange Line, which will 
begin light rail service from down-
town Dallas to the Irving Convention 
Center at Las Colinas in July 2012. 

“Working with DART to rename 
the TRE transit station in South 
Irving is an example of the many 
details that go into community rede-
velopment,” said Heritage Crossing 
Team Leader Teresa Adrian. “The 
name change of the South Irving 
TRE transit station also is a big step 
in raising awareness of the redevel-
opment and aligning the image of 
Heritage Crossing with that of similar 
downtown areas.”

Heritage Crossing is bound by 
West Pioneer Drive, Britain Road, 
Shady Grove Road and MacArthur 
Boulevard, and has welcomed 19 
new businesses to the area in the past 
five years. 

Source: City of Irving

During the months of February 
and March, the Irving City Marshal’s 
Office and the Irving Police Depart-
ment will participate in the Texas 
Warrant Roundup. As part of the 
statewide roundup, defendants with 
outstanding warrants for Class C mis-
demeanor violations can be arrested 
anywhere—including at their place of 
employment. 

“For Irving, the Texas War-
rant Roundup brings community 
awareness of the need to ensure that 
records are clear of any outstanding 
violations,” said Councilman Mike 
Gallaway. “We hope that participa-
tion in the roundup will cause more 
people to settle cases with the Irving 
Municipal Court in a timely manner.”

Irving residents with outstand-

ing warrants are urged to contact the 
Irving Municipal Court at 972-721-
2671, or visit the Irving Municipal 
Court, located at 305 N. O’Connor 
Road. The Irving Municipal Court 
cleared more than 2,100 Irving Class 
C misdemeanor warrants by arrest, 
collection and other court disposi-
tions during the 2011 Texas Warrant 
Roundup. 

“The Texas Warrant Roundup 
supports those laws that are in place 
to keep Irving streets as safe as pos-
sible,” said Chief City Marshal Mark 
Eads. “The Texas Warrant Roundup 
also sends the message to those who 
have failed to clear warrants and 
settle outstanding cases that the 
consequences are real.” 

Source: City of Irving

Source: City of Irving

For taking measures to remain healthy, City of Irving employees 
Rick DeOrdio, Renè Cundiff, Chris Hooper, Dallas Mayor Mike 
Rawlings, Ike Obi, Bradley Perrier and Tommy Gonzalez receive 
AHA’s Fit-Friendly Platinum Award.

Council supports name change 
for South Irving train station

Police participate in warrant roundup

Learn CPR now, before it is needed

City’s financial report reviewed by auditor
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This Means War
Rated: PG-13

I enjoyed the Spy vs. Spy car-
toons in Mad Magazine when I was 
a kid. It was interesting to see how 
creative they could be in blowing each 
other up. I am not sure there was re-
ally a purpose or point to the whole 
thing, but it was at least mildly en-

tertaining. Sort of 
like the new film, 
This Means War. 

Tuck (Tom 
Hardy) and FDR 
(Chris Pine) are 
top CIA opera-
tives. They are 
partners and as 
close as brothers. 
Tuck is a soft spo-
ken Brit trying to 
find a solid, last-
ing relationship. 
FDR is more the 

one night stand type of guy. When 
they both end up dating the same 
girl, Lauren (Reese Witherspoon), it 
becomes Spy vs. Spy and may the best 
man and up with the girl. Meanwhile 
Lauren has no idea that the two men 
even know each other or that they 
are going to drastic lengths to outdo 
one another. 

This film has the right cast, but 
the story line is trivial, predictable, 
and often just plain silly. It doesn’t 
even try and elevate itself from 
among the bottom feeders of the ro-
mantic comedy genre. Witherspoon 
is always adorable, but watching 
her bounce back and forth between 
these two guys and then use sex as a 
tie breaker is beneath her. It is also 
hard watching Hardy and Pine as 
they deliver line after line of goofy 
dialogue. These are decent actors 
who are certainly capable of filling 
the tough CIA guy shoes. They pull 
off the spy games believably; even 
when the moments are unbelievable. 
The problem lies when they have to 
open their mouths. But that blame 
falls on the writing. 

Originally slated for an R rating 
it was later edited down to a PG-13. 
The edits are very sloppy and many 
times feel like a TV version where 
you can tell they said something that 
doesn’t quite come out the same. No 
effort was given to clean it up prop-
erly, and it makes the film seem low 
budget. Chelsea Handler plays Lau-
ren’s good friend Trish. Her scenes 
seem the most cut up. Handler is 
well known for her crude, insidious 
language and behavior. Here it comes 
off as unlikable and unfunny. 

Few fans of the genre will feel 
good at the end after paying box office 
money to see it. It is a better renter 
and best to wait until it hits the Blu-
ray shelf (which will undoubtedly 
be soon). If you just have to have 
something new for a GNO then take 
a shot. Pine and Hardy are good eye 
candy and if you can look past the 
plot and Lauren’s decision making, 
then you might be ok. Certainly not 
a recommended date movie for older 
couples. It is too silly for that. 

Though edited down to a PG-13, 
be on guard for some sexual content 

and language. There are quite a few 
sexual references and crude innu-
endoes (mainly by Handler) as well 
as the overall theme of allowing sex 
to be a decision tie breaker. There is 
nothing overtly foul, but it just has a 
continuous stream that flows lazily 
through the entire picture. I give This 
Means War 2.5 out of 5 sleeping 
darts. I was disappointed, because I 
am a huge fan of Chris and Reese. Not 
sure how they were talked into this 
one but whatever favor they owed; it 
is certainly paid off now. 

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow Pro-

ductions. Used by Permission.

Comedy falters with silly, low budget offering

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW!
Online or at the Theater

WOMAN IN BLACK    PG13
1:50    4:10    7:10    9:30

* CHRONICLE    PG13
1:45    4:20     6:45    9:05

THE GREY    R
1:10    3:50    6:50    9:45

* GHOST RIDER: THE SPIRIT OF 
VENGEANCE - 3D    PG13
1:00    3:20    5:40    8:00    10:20

DESCENDANTS    R
1:35    4:15    6:55    9:35

STAR WARS
EPISODE 1 - 3D    PG
12:50    3:55    7:00    10:05

RED TAILS    PG13
1:15    4:05    7:15    10:05

* THIS MEANS WAR    PG13
1:45    5:00    7:45    10:10

IRON LADY    PG13
1:55    4:25     6:40    9:10

SAFE HOUSE    R
1:40    4:25    7:05    9:50

* THE VOW    PG13
1:00    3:30    7:30    10:05

HUGO - 2D    PG
1:05    3:55    6:50    9:45

JOURNEY 2 THE MYSTERIOUS 
ISLAND - 3D    PG

12:50    3:10    7:50    10:10

JOURNEY 2 THE MYSTERIOUS 
ISLAND - 2D    PG

5:30

# - No Passes
* - Fully Restricted

Provided by Lee Allen
The people of the state of Texas 

suffered among the greatest number 
of losses in the Vietnam War, sacrific-
ing 3,417 service-men and women in 
combat. 

The Vietnam Memorial Fund’s 
(VVMF) mission to honor these 
heroes continues with the National 
Call for Photos, a movement to col-
lect photos of the more than 58,000 
service-members inscribed on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The 
Wall) in Washington, DC. When 
collected, all of the photos will be 
displayed for generations to come at 
The Education Center at The Wall, a 
place on our National Mall where our 
military heroes’ stories and sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. 

With the support of schools, 
volunteers, friends, and family from 
around the country, VVMF has col-
lected more than 25,000 pictures to 
date, but only 1,327 from the state 
of Texas. 

“Texas – especially the cities of 
Dallas and Fort Worth – suffered 
some of the highest casualty rates 
in the Vietnam War,” said Jan C. 
Scruggs, Founder and President of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund (VVMF). 

“The Education Center at The 
Wall will allow Americans to put faces 
with the names of brave men and 

women who lost their lives, fostering 
their appreciation and respect for 
generations to come.” 

The task is far from complete. 
Generous support from volunteers, 
fellow service-members, family, and 
friends is still needed in order to 
gather the remaining 2,090 photos 
necessary to honor our heroes from 
Texas for display at The Education 
Center. 

With a groundbreaking planned 
for November 2012, The Education 
Center at The Wall is a multi-million 
dollar, state-of- the-art visitor’s cen-
ter and learning facility to be built on 
the grounds of the Vietnam Veterans 
and the Lincoln Memorials. Visitors 
will better understand the profound 
impact the Vietnam War had their 
friends and family members, their 
home towns, and the nation. 

The Education Center will fea-
ture the faces and stories of the 
58,272 men and women on “The 
Wall,” honoring those who fell in 
Vietnam, those who fought and 
returned, as well as the friends and 
families of all who served. 

Assist the National Call for 
Photos by submitting photographs of 
fallen service-members ensuring that 
the sacrifices of our military heroes 
are never forgotten. 

For more information, visit 
www.buildthecenter.org.

Never forgotten: Photos of Texas 
Vietnam War heroes still needed

MATT 
MUNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

20th Century Fox 

Even the power trio of Tom Hardy, Chris Pine and Reese 
Witherspoon can’t save new flick, This Means War, from self 
destructing from a poorly conceived plot and bad script.
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Student of year
Irving chiropractic student 
Derrell Pratt-Blackburn 

wins the 
“Student 
of the 
Year 
Award” at 
the recent 
Parker 
Seminars 
program 

in Las Vegas. A student 
at Parker University, 
Blackburn was the first 
student to ever present on 
the main stage at Parker 
Seminars.

Provided by Bana Varnon

To Advertise: Sales@IrvingRambler.com  or 817-454-4050. 
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109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

$9.95 
per person

WiFi
FREE

$7.95 Hot Buffet
$5.95 Soup/Salad Bar

$8.95 Both

Visit us for lunch 
in the Bistro 

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM 972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Elvis Sings the Gospel 
March 18 Brunch

 Live performance  by 
 Kraig Parker as “The King”
 Reservations Required.

Reserve your table now! Reservations recommended 
for large parties. Walk-ins welcome!

Every Sunday Brunch 

with lunch/brunch 
and drink purchase.

One per person, not good with any other offer.
Expires: 1/31/12

Featuring a mixture 
of breakfast and lunch items. 
Drinks & dessert additional.

$20
per person

Fine Chinese Cuisine and Coctail

China Bistro

8150 N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 190
Irving, TX 75063
 

Since 1984

(972) 444-9760

Beautiful Hilltop View
✷ Upscale with casual ambience ✷ 

✷ Lunch and Dinner ✷
✷ Happy Hour Special ✷

Buy one sushi roll, get 2nd 1/2 off AND House Wine $3
Tues-Fri 4:30-6:30 p.m.

✷ Home/Office Delivery ✷ 
Order online: www.hunandynasty.com

OFF

410 N. O’Connor Road
Irving, TX 75061
customerservice@angelsandmoore.com (972) 579-0535

SEWING ● ALTERATIONS
GIFT SHOPOne coupon per visit.

ONE ITEM
with free 

gift wrapping

25%

PRICE

410 N. O’Connor Road
Irving, TX 75061
customerservice@angelsandmoore.com (972) 579-0535

SEWING ● ALTERATIONS
GIFT SHOP

Now thru March!

All Jewelry 

1/2
LOVINGLY WORN 

DESIGNER FASHIONS 
LOOK LIKE A MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR PENNIES 

CONSIGNMENTS 
ACCEPTED DAILY

142 S. MAIN ST., IRVING

(972) 259-1249

1

2

33 4

4 Heritage District

Elementary kids learn about recycling in contest
At M.C. Lively Elementary School, Mrs. Hughes’ fourth grade class initi-

ated a school wide recycling campaign. While learning about recycling and 
conservation in their science unit, the students decided to reach out to their 
school and their community in an effort to make a difference.

The recycling campaign has become a contest at Lively with a goal of 
rewarding the class that collects the most recycled products measured in 
pounds. Twice a week, Mrs. Hughes’ class goes to the classrooms and weighs 
their bags. After only two weeks of the recycling campaign, Lively students 
and teachers have recycled 990 pounds of materials. 

Mrs. Hughes has been working alongside the City of Irving in order to 
provide the students with an awareness of the recycling program offered to 
Irving residents. The City of Irving has arranged special pick-up procedures 
for collecting the recycled materials students have accumulated. With four 
more weeks to go in the campaign, both Mrs. Hughes, and the City of Irving 
are excited to see what the final total will be.

The students are thrilled to be helping their community, and learning 
about all the great ways recycling can make a difference in the world around 
them. The City of Irving is happy to participate in Lively’s efforts and encour-
ages the children to keep up the hard work.

 Source: Irving ISD

quests for language learners is an 
opportunity to practice. We have 
tools to teach yourself, but without 
that one-on-one communication, it 
doesn’t really take. So since we didn’t 
have a lot of money, we thought, why 
not put together our volunteers and 
the people who just need to practice, 
and we set it up.

“It’s come as you are, come and 
go. There’s no charge for it. We don’t 
require you to sign up, or give out 
assignments.

“We have brightly colored con-
versation tables. You can’t miss us!

”Each table has a series of flash 
cards to help start the conversation. 
‘What’s your favorite movie; where 
do you want to go for vacation’ and 
so forth.”

Morgan relies primarily on Ir-
ving ISD student volunteers to staff 
the program. Since each student 
in the District is seeking to fulfill a 
required 100 hours of community 
service, there’s no shortage of talent.

“When I’m recruiting, usually 
through the counseling office, I hand 
out applications with questions about 
their skills and hobbies,” Morgan said. 
“Particularly dual language abilities.

“I also have a pool of students 
who’ve volunteered during the sum-
mer [on other projects]. That’s an-
other 60 – 70 students. I make sure 
they’re all on my email list!”

Fifteen year old Yesenia Giron is 
one of the volunteers who helps guide 
the conversation at Central Library. 
A freshman at Jack E. Singley Acad-
emy, she has been volunteering for 
three weeks.

“Last week I was working with 
this one lady,” she said. “She wanted 

to work on her accent. She spoke 
well, but she wanted suggestions to 
help her improve her reading and 
writing skills.

“We told her to watch TV shows 
in English, and to read more in Eng-
lish, starting with children’s books.”

Because the program at Irving’s 
Central Library was so successful, 
the Library team recently expanded 
Conversaciones @ Your Library to 
the West Library campus. Morgan 
estimated that eight or nine Spanish 
speakers showed up the first week to 
practice their English skills.

Library Services Manager Debo-
rah Vaden and Bookmobile Coordi-
nator Debra Miller are responsible 
for the West Library launch. They 
cited a City ‘Pick Six’ survey that 
identified a need for more cultural 
diversity across Irving. They’re al-
ready dreaming of the day they can 
add a Sanskrit to English component. 

Languages
Continued from Page 1

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) will conduct a 
public hearing to discuss the social, 
economic, and environmental effects 
of the proposed improvements to 
State Highway 183 (SH 183) from 
east of SH 360 to I-35E. The 8.1-
mile section of SH 183 in Tarrant 
and Dallas Counties runs through 
portions of the cities of Fort Worth, 
Euless, Irving, and Dallas. The Public 
Hearing will be held on Feb. 21 from 
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at: Plymouth Park 
United Methodist Church, 615 W. 
Airport Freeway/SH 183, Irving.

Prior to the Public Hearing, an 
Open House will be held from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., to allow for questions and 
review of project exhibits. TxDOT 
staff will be available to answer 
questions during the Open House. 
The Public Hearing will begin with 
a formal presentation at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by a public comment period.

The existing SH 183 is a six-lane 
divided highway with discontinuous 
two-lane frontage roads. The pro-
posed project will widen SH 183 to 
eight general purpose mainlanes with 
auxiliary lanes in some areas and 
continuous two to three-lane front-
age roads through the project length. 
The project also includes the addi-
tion of two to three high occupancy 
vehicle (HOV) lanes in each direction 
located within the center median.

The environmental document, 
maps, schematics and drawings re-
garding the proposed project design 
will be displayed at the Public Hear-
ing. Written and verbal comments 
from the public regarding the pro-

posed project may be presented at the 
Public Hearing. Comments may also 
be presented for a period of 10 days 
after the hearing. Written comments 
can be submitted to:

Robert Hall, P.W.S., CFM
TxDOT Dallas District Environ-

mental Coordinator
P.O. Box 133067
Dallas, TX 75313-3067
Written comments submitted 

after the Public Hearing must be 
hand-delivered or postmarked on 
or before March 2 in order to be in-
cluded in the Public Hearing record.

Source: Texas Dept. of TransportationSource: Irving ISD

Students in Mrs. Hughes’ fourth grade class at Lively 
Elementary proudly show off some of the recyclable materials 
their class project has kept from going into a landfill.

TxDOT seeks public involvement 
for SH 183 widening project
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Sell it!
Buy it! 
Rent 

it!

Irving 
Rambler 

Classifieds

Even Exchange

NOW HIRING Newspaper 
carrier To Deliver the Irving 
Rambler. Contact Tammy at 
214-676-1145 or tammyp@

irvingrambler.com 

EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE

Irving
 Rambler

Subscribe to the  

Home Delivery  — Never miss an issue.

Only $35 per year — a fantastic value.

Makes a great gift!

Contact Circulation Manager Tammy Pompa 
214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS CITY OF IRVING 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY 

COUNCIL 
Public hearings will be held to consider an application for an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance No. 1144 
and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving for the properties 
described herein:
Location, Dates and Times of Public Hearings:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, Febru-
ary 20, 2012, 7 PM
City Council: Thursday, March 22, 2012, 7 PM
Zoning Case No. ZC12-0008 – The request is to (1) consider 
amending the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance No. 1144 by 
amending Section 52-64b State Highway 161 Overlay District and 
(2) consider boundary changes to the State Highway 161 Overlay 
District including most properties generally located on either side of 
State Highway 161, and extending from between approximately 300 
feet and 4000 feet from the right-of-way from the south city limits to 
the northeast city limits. 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings 
and express their opinions on the proposed District. Written response 
for the record may be submitted to: City of Irving – Develop-
ment Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
The proposed State Highway 161 Overlay District regulations are 
on file for public examination in the Development Services at 825 
West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional information 
regarding the District or this notice, please contact Development 
Services at (972) 721-2424.
This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces 
are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hear-
ing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses 
in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the 
date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following item:

1. ITB #070M-12F
Carl Rd. Water & 
Wastewater Main

Improvement Project
Pre-Bid Meeting

02/24/12 @ 2:00 PM
Irving Civic Center

Second Floor Conf. Rm. 2A
825 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving, TX 75060
Due Date:  03/05/12

3:30 PM
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation 
number and due date on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at 

www.cityofirving.org click
Departments/ Purchasing.

Phone: 972.721.2631

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in 
the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date 
and time below and will open responses at the same location for 
the following item:

1. ITB #083M-12F 
Rogers & Park Place Water & Wastewater Main 

Replacements
 Pre-Bid Meeting 

02/23/12 @ 10:00 AM
Irving Civic Center

Second Floor Conf. Rm. 2A
825 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving, TX 75060 
Due Date: 03/02/12

3:00 PM
2. ITB #090M-12F

Large Water Meter Testing & Repair
No Pre-Bid Meeting
Due Date:  03/05/12

3:00 PM
Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation 
number and due date on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at 

www.cityofirving.org click
Departments/ Purchasing.

Phone: 972.721.2631

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS To place an ad, call (972) 870-1992 
or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

GE Capital donates bicycles to charity
GE Capital’s Irving-based Equipment Finance business donates children’s bicycles to 
Communities in Schools of North Texas (CISNT) in Lewisville on Feb. 15. These bicycles will 
benefit about 400 children across four elementary schools in the Lewisville Independent 
School District. CISNT operates school-based dropout prevention programs that will serve 
more than 3,000 at-risk youths this year.                                                                      Provided by Lisa Tibbitts

NEW LISTINGS!!
Call Today!! 

3-2-2 EXTRA PARKING 
for your RV OR BOAT. 

Well maintained only 8 yrs old  
with many extras. 

FORT WORTH 76111 
All for $110k 

Also: 
4-2-2 Euless 
Lovely Home 

in a great neighborhood. 
Excellent condition with a very 

large yard. Shed with a 
garage door can be a 3rd  

garage. Special feature is a 
garden with its own irrigation.  
Free List of Homes at: www.

dfwhomelist.com 
The Home Junction 

Your Real Estate Connection 
817-467-6662 

FOR SALE
3/2/2 One Story house

13624 Kaplan Rd
Ft. Worth, TX 76155
Brick with Fireplace
Enclosed Back Yard

1,594 Sq.Ft.-Built in 2005
5 minutes from Airport
H.E.B. School district

Near AA Headquarters
and Trinity Railway Express

$145,000 call Virginia @
817-858-6040 or 

817-996-9560

House for Rent
2 bdr. 1-1/2 bath 

All Electric 
NO PETS

2105 Rosebud
Irving, 75060 

$750 per month
References &

Deposit Required
Call 972-252-4690

IRVING RAMBLER / DFW NEWS FLASH

NOW HIRING 
OUTSIDE SALES

 CANDIDATE MUST:
 n Be Computer Literate
 n Dress Casual Professional
 n Have Cell Phone
 n Have Reliable Transportation
 n Have Computer Access
 n Possess Impeccable Follow-Up Skills
 n Be Able To Multi-Task
 n Be Extremely Organized
 n Be Tirelessly Persistent
 n Have A Minimum Of 20 Hours A Week
 Available To Perform Job
 PREFER CANDIDATE:
 n Have Advertising Sales Experience
 n Have A Clientele Base
 n Have 30+ Hours A Week Available To
 Perform Job.

Send Resume to Sales@IrvingRambler.com
or call 972-870-1992

The reference now is to cash or a 
letter of credit or a combination of 
the two. 

“There were other references 
as to the partnership’s choice to 
redesign or phasing of the project. 
Those have all been deleted. The 
page that refers to specific provi-
sions on the termination to be de-
leted all refer back to those redesign 
and phasing options.

“In summary, this document 
provides that the parties will con-
tinue forward on the financing of 
the project. If that is not concluded 
successfully by Aug. 6, 2012 the ar-
rangement will terminate without 
further action by the parties.”

The nearly two hour discussion 
was not without passion. During the 
meeting, a disagreement between 
two Council members resulted in 
one Council member being cut off 
in mid-question.

More than one of the citizens 
who chose to speak accused some 
of the Council members of being 
too involved with the Las Colinas 
Group to be capable of rendering 
any unbiased decision regarding 
the entertainment venue. One citi-
zen started a shouting match when 
he told these Council members to 
recuse themselves from voting or 
resign. The incident ended by the 
Mayor telling the citizen speaker 
to ‘sit down.’

Perhaps the most disquieting 
aspect of the meeting was the fact 
that by the time the final citizen 
stood to discuss the issue with the 
Council, only five Council members 
remained seated in the Council 
Chambers. 

The following are some excerpts 
voiced by concerned citizens during 
the meeting. These comments are 
abbreviated and not in order. 

“Why was this set at three 
o’clock in the afternoon?” Joyce 
Howard, a former City Council 
member asked. “There are an aw-
ful lot of people who work, can’t 
get here and would like to be a part 
of this. The entertainment center 
is supposed to be for the city. The 
city is made up of the citizens, not 
just you guys who sit up there, but 
everybody who lives here, pays 
taxes here and is concerned about 
the city. 

“I think it is the ultimate insult 
that Las Colinas Group has brought 
something to you an hour and a 
half or two hours before the meet-
ing. No one has had the chance to 
properly vet it, go through it and 
understand it.” 

Jack Spurlock, a member of 
the Irving Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Board, urged the Council to 

make a decision. 
“We need to get something 

done. People in this city are argu-
ing, breaking up friendships and 
Council is arguing with each other. 
It is getting a little embarrassing,” 
Spurlock said. “We hire financial 
advisors. Why do you hire them? 
You have been crucifying them. You 
have been telling them that they 
are wrong and you are right. This 
isn’t a proper way to handle people 
you’ve hired to bring you informa-
tion and tell you they either like it 
or don’t like it. 

“There is an old business trick 
that is used – the longer you take 
and the longer you can put some-
thing back, the greater the chance 
you have of killing it. That is what 
I am seeing.” 

According to Jeff Singleton, the 
primary opposition to the entertain-
ment venue consists of dinosaurs, 
the misled and outside entities jeal-
ous of Irving’s opportunity.

“You have to move us into the 
future,” Singleton said. “You’ve 
spent thousands of hours collec-
tively, made hundreds of decisions, 
listened to real experts, looked at 
real facts within the real context, 
analyzed it any way it could be 
analyzed under extreme scrutiny, 
and you’ve done a great job getting 
it to this point. Listen to yourselves. 
Trust in yourselves. If you can 
dream, maybe Irving can realize its 
dreams.” 

Nolanda Butler offered the 
Council some advice based on her 
40 years as a business person.

“During that time as a principle 
and officer of multimillion dol-
lar companies, I have negotiated, 
directed the negotiation, made, as-
sumed and often litigated hundreds 
of millions of dollars in contracts 
and agreements,” Butler said. “In 
the doing of all that, some of the 
hardest ones I had to negotiate or 
litigate were irrevocable letters of 
credit. Between the making of a let-
ter of credit and the drawing down 
of the letter of credit, a myriad of 
things can happen. 

“I’m here today to address the 
obvious need to start over whether 
it is with the same developer or a 
new one chosen through a competi-
tive RFP (request for proposal) pro-
cess. It needs to be started over in 
the negotiation and the documenta-
tion of the terms and conditions of 
the operative agreement between 
the developer and the City. 

“I urge you to take the time 
to read this pitifully patch worked 
document (The Second Amended 
and Restated Entertainment Cen-
ter Development Agreement) as a 
whole, and study it before you pass 
a resolution to change it yet again.”

Businessman Ralph Ellis in-
jected some overall numbers into 

the discussion.
“I believe most people in Ir-

ving would like to see a convention 
center and entertainment center,” 
Ellis said. “You have approved a 
convention center debt service 
of $265 million in principle and 
interest. But the convention center 
itself already in year one has an op-
erating deficit of $1.5 million per 
year plus the annual debt service 
for the convention center debt is 
underwater by $2 million a year. 
Now without regard to that $3.5 
million shortfall, you are mov-
ing forward to sell another $210 
million of debt for the entertain-
ment center, which will have debt 
service of about $435 million in 
principle and interest. When you 
are done, you will have committed 
to pay back $700 million from this 
overall project.

“Seven hundred million from 
the City’s portion, that doesn’t 
include the $80 million of Las 
Colinas Group money plus the 
interest they will pay. This project 
is getting close to $1 billion, which 
under any measure is a sizable 
sum to repay by a city of 215,000 
people. 

“For the City to repay their 
$700 million in principal and in-
terest over 25 to 30 years, requires 
a free cash flow of over $25 million 
each and every year for 28 years.”

In the end, the City Council 
voted six to three in favor of the 
amendment. So if for any reason 
the Las Colinas Group cannot 
secure financing for their por-
tion of the entertainment center 
by Aug. 6, 2012 the agreement 
between them and the City will 
be void. However, if that were 
to happen, there is always the 
possibility that in the future the 
City Council might approve an 
additional amendment to the 
‘Second Amendment to the Sec-
ond Amended and Restated En-
tertainment Center Development 
Agreement’ or simply decide on 
a Re-‘Restated Entertainment 
Center Development Agreement.’ 
Only time will tell.

To view the Special Meeting 
in its entirety, go to www.ci.irving.
tx.us/Video-on-Demand/index.
asp.

Entertainment
Continued from Page 1
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Margaret Adelaide Knight Dillon
Margaret Adelaide Knight Dillon, age 95, a resident 

of Irving for 60 years, passed away Saturday, February 
11, 2012. She was born in Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina to D. W. and 
Olivia Knight on August, 18, 1916. 
She married Paul Dillon in 1938 
and they moved to Irving, Texas in 
1952. Margaret stayed busy rearing 
their six children. She loved doing 
for others and was devoted to her 
family. She was preceded in death 

by her husband, Paul Dillon, her three sons, John Patrick 
Dillon, Michael Williams Dillon, Ross Paul Dillon, her 
granddaughter, Gretchen Block and her six sisters and 
two brothers. She is survived by her daughters, Nancy 
Block and husband Howard of Irving, Paula Thompson 
and husband John of Keller, Daisy Haley and husband 
Chris of Lake Dallas, daughter-in-law, Susan Dillon, 
thirteen grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. The 
family would like to thank her special caregivers at V.I.P. 
Living Center. Margaret will be greatly missed by all. Fu-
neral services were held at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, February 
16, 2012 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel. Interment followed 
at Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.

James “Jinx” Jenkins
James “Jinx” Jenkins, of Grand Prairie, passed away 

Monday, February 13, 2012. He was born April 6, 1965 
in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania. He 
is survived by his wife Tammy Jen-
kins of Grand Prairie; son Joshua 
Jenkins of Grand Prairie; parents 
Jim and Phyllis Jenkins of Fred-
ericktown, Pennsylvania; brother 
Jonathan Jenkins and partner Kean 
of Austin; sister Jenifer Bevans and 
husband Dave of Fredericktown; 

uncle and aunt David and Rosemari Trump of Irving; 
and several nieces and nephews. Memorial services will 
be held at 2 PM Saturday, February 18, 2012 at Brown’s 
Memorial Chapel. Memorial donations may be made to 
the Joshua Jenkins Trust Fund @ BB&T Bank.

Lou Rene Strange
Lou Rene Strange, age 91, a resident of Irving for 

46 years, died Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at an Irving 
care center. Born July 11, 1920 in 
Sulphur Springs, Texas to Carl and 
Jewell Dagnell, Lou Rene was a 
former teacher in the Irving ISD. 
She was a member of the A.D.K. 
Teacher’s Sorority and a member 
of First Baptist Church of Irving. 
Preceded in death by her husband, 
Doyal R. Strange in 2007, she is 

survived by her son, Carl Strange and wife Karen of 
Tyler; daughter, Jan Lively and husband Rick of Dallas; 
grandchildren, Anna, Warren, Ross and Rebecca. Service 
was 10:30 a.m., Thursday, February 16 at Donnelly’s 

Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. Interment service 12:30 
p.m., Thursday at Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery.

Frances Thompson
Frances Thompson, 93, passed away on February 12, 

2012 in Irving, Texas. She was born on August 08, 1918 
in Ennis, Texas to Louis & Mary 
(Valek) Zabojnik. Frances had been 
a forty year resident of Irving where 
she was a member of Holy Family 
Catholic Church. She was a longtime 
volunteer of the Baylor Irving Hos-
pital Auxiliary and Union of Czech 
Catholic Women of Texas and Dal-
las KJZT Society #108. She and her 

husband were the owners of B&T Grinding & Supply Com-
pany for over 25 years in Dallas. Frances loved gardening, 
volunteering and bargain shopping. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 68 years, Jimmy Thompson of Irving; 
four sisters Mary Barta of Dallas, Texas, Emily Barto of 
Dallas, Texas, Ella Babek of Arlington, Texas, Polly Drozd 
of Lake Dallas, Texas and; one brother, Frank Zabojnik 
of Ennis, Texas, and numerous nieces and nephews. The 
family received friends for visitation on Tuesday evening 
from 5:00PM-7:00PM with Rosary Services at 6:30PM, 
Restland Coppell Chapel. Mass of Christian Burial was 
held on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 10:30AM at 
Holy Family Catholic Church, 2330 Cheyenne, Irving, 
TX. 75062. Interment will follow at Grove Hill Memorial 
Park in Dallas, TX. In lieu of flowers the family requests 
memorials be made to Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children, 2222 Welborn St., Dallas, TX. 75219. Funeral 
Arrangements were conducted under the direction of 
Restland Coppell Chapel.

Lawrence C. Wilcoxen
Lawrence C. Wilcoxen, of Gainesville, passed away 

Sunday, February 12, 2012. He was born July 17, 1923 in 
Cottonwood, Texas. He was awarded 
two Bronze Stars while serving in 
the US Army in the South Pacific 
during WWII and participated in the 
liberation of the Philippine Islands. 
He was a member of Irving Ma-
sonic Lodge 1218, A.F. & A.M. and 
the NRA. Lawrence was extremely 
proud of his Native American Heri-

tage. He worked for Darr Equipment for 28 years before 
retiring, and he loved to fish and hunt. He is preceded 
in death by his wife Elizabeth Louise Wilcoxen; son 
Lawrence Calvin Wilcoxen, Jr., and daughter Claire Mae 
Watson, and is survived by his children Walter Wilcoxen, 
Nancy Hall, Eleanor Prince, Blanche Mote, Arthur Low-
ery, George Lowery, Audrey Warren, and Robert Lowery; 
brother Adrian Wilcoxen; and numerous grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. Funeral services were held at 1 
PM Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Burial will follow at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens. Funeral arrangements made by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

& Cremation ServiCeS

972-259-7644
403 South Britain Rd., 

Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated. 

www.brownmem.com 

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”Ben F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES

The ExxonMobil Foundation announced a $500,000 
grant to Teach For America to help improve math and 
science education for more than 25,000 students from 
low-income communities in Dallas, Houston, South 
Louisiana and Washington, D.C.

The grant will enable Teach For America to recruit 
approximately 400 new math and science teachers from 
top colleges and provide intensive training and career 
development to enhance high-quality classroom instruc-
tion. These teachers will work in urban and rural school 
districts with significant numbers of students from low-
income backgrounds.

“We are committed to increasing the number of 
students who are prepared to compete in today’s global 
economy,” said Suzanne McCarron, president of the 
ExxonMobil Foundation. “Teach For America teachers 
make a significant impact by building core competencies 
in math and science, which are so critical for our youth.”

According to the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, even though math achievement scores are im-
proving, the gap between low- and high-income students 
has remained nearly constant during the past decade. The 
ExxonMobil Foundation grant extends a 17-year part-
nership with Teach For America and enables improved 
education for students from low-income families.

“The students of today are the scientists and en-
gineers of tomorrow, and they look to committed and 
knowledgeable teachers to lead the way,” said Wendy 
Kopp, founder and chief executive officer of Teach For 
America. 

“ExxonMobil’s partnership over the years has been 
essential to our work to bring more of these teachers to 
our nation’s urban and rural classrooms, and to develop 
the leadership of Teach For America alumni in the effort 
to improve math and science education.”

Source: ExxonMobil Foundation

An estimated 5.6 million trees 
that once shaded homes, streets and 
parks in communities across Texas 
now are dead as a result of last year’s 
unrelenting drought. 

The finding comes from a study 
conducted by Texas Forest Service 
urban foresters, who spent the last 
month surveying tree mortality in 
cities and towns across the state.

“This estimate is preliminary 
because trees are continuing to die 
from the drought,” said Pete Smith, 
Texas Forest Service staff forester 
and lead researcher. “This means we 
may be significantly undercounting 
the number of trees that ultimately 
will succumb to the drought. That 
number may not be known until the 
end of 2012, if ever.” 

Much like the drought, tree 

mortality isn’t always uniform and 
can vary from one yard to another. 

The study conducted by Texas 
Forest Service, a member of The Tex-
as A&M University System, focuses 
on tree mortality in the urban forest. 
The trees that line your street, shade 
your home and give you a quiet place 
to relax at your local park are all con-
sidered to be part of the urban forest. 

Foresters studied satellite im-
agery taken before and during the 
drought, counting both live and dead 
trees in randomly selected plots on 
both public and private land. 

All cities and towns in Texas 
were included in the study with the 
exception of the Trans Pecos region, 
where tree mortality was determined 
to be a result of a February 2011 cold 
snap; not the drought.

Findings:
An estimated 5.6 million trees in 

urban areas were killed as a result of 
the drought — as much as 10 percent 
of the total number of trees that make 
up the urban forest.

Because these dead trees are in 
populated areas, many are a safety 
issue and will need to be removed. 
The estimated cost to remove these 
trees is $560 million.

Urban trees do more than just 
beautify the community. They also 
provide economic and environmental 
benefits like cutting heating and cool-
ing bills, cleaning the air and water 
and boosting property values. The 
estimated loss of benefits provided 
by these trees is roughly $280 mil-
lion per year.

Source: Texas A&M University System

Photo by John Starkey

Vintage Valentine Tea 
One of Irving’s greatest traditions, the Vintage Valentine Tea 
hosted by the Irving Heritage Society is in full swing as Dan 
Matkin is named the 2012 Society’s Sweetheart. Pictured 
from left to right are Heritage Society charter members 
Earlene and Dan Matkin with the event’s co-chairs Louise 
Henderson and Kay Ward.

Students to benefit from ExxonMobil grant

Drought takes toll on millions of urban shade trees
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion 

Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving 
Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesdays Ph 972-409-9940

New Panda Cafe @ 11:30   
Hwy 183 At Story, Irving 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB OF IRVING

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

FUN & GAMES

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi I am Autumn, a beautiful 1 1/2- 
year-old, small, red and white female. 
I was rescued from another shelter 
and brought to this awesome place 
where I get a lot of love and 
attention. But like everyone I want a 
home with people who will love me 
for the wonderful girl that I am. I get 
along well with everyone here. Please 
hurry!!!!

I'm Tinker. I'm almost 3 years old, 
and I was rescued from another 
shelter. I've been waiting very 
patiently for my new family. The 
people at the shelter are nice and all, 
but I really want a home to call my 
own. I have lots of love and energy to 
share. Let's meet soon!

of Caring at JESA’, the day’s event 
sought to raise $500 for Irving Cares 
while also supplementing area food 
pantries. The Feb. 3 date was super-
timed for a particular football game 
on the following Sunday.

“We expect to have at least 300 
people join us for our Le Bistro lunch 
today,” said Chef Ann Lowrie, the 
school’s Culinary Arts Instructor for 
the past year. “We have over 200 stu-
dents in our culinary programs. About 
140 of them were involved in today’s 
meal – cutting, prepping, serving, 
making the cookies; doing the rolls. 

Everybody has multiple tasks.”
Each Thursday the students 

prepare meals for adults only – 
overlooking some of the nutrition 
guidelines in place for the student 
population. Fridays, though, they 
feed all ages in accord with Federal 
USDA guidelines.

“Even the snickerdoodles – they 
had close to the allowable sugar limit, 
but we made them small, so they 
comply. In the potato soup, we didn’t 
put in the heavy cream like you nor-
mally would. We substituted non-fat 
milk and buttermilk.”

Chopped ham was available 
separately for patrons who wished it.

“We do have a lot of vegetarians 

on campus,” Lowrie said, “and a large 
number who don’t eat pork. We try to 
accommodate as many of the nutri-
tion restrictions as possible.”

She emphasized that the culi-
nary students themselves push the 
agenda through their involvement 
with the student-led group Family 
Career and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA). This offshoot 
of the old Future Homemakers of 
America clubs challenges its mem-
bers to create new recipes in part 
through contests such as the recent 
Food Innovations event.

“I had a group of students in-
volved, and one of them had family 
members with celiac disease. They 

actually came up with a gluten-free 
lasagna, which they also had to pack-
age and test as though it were going 
to be sold. It was so good – I mean, I 
would pick it up in a grocery store.”

For an upcoming FCCLA contest, 
a group of primarily Hispanic stu-
dents has chosen to create a less fat-
tening spinach enchilada recipe, one 
that targets people who require a low 
glycemic index, according to Lowrie.

“FCCLA also emphasizes commu-
nity service, which spurred us to put 
on this fundraiser for Irving Cares,” 
she added. Other community outreach 
includes “Y Chef”, a partnership with 
the Irving YMCA that teaches kids 
about better nutrition choices.

Providing service and providing 
nutritious food – that’s the goal at 
Jack E. Singley Academy. Ultimately, 
though, it’s all about getting the job. 
It’s true; that old cliché that every-
body starts out in the food service 
industry. So the students in Lowrie’s 
Culinary Arts program are also being 
coached to achieve the all-important 
National Restaurant Association’s 
“Managers ServSafe” accreditation, 
which some restaurants require of 
potential employees. Irving ISD even 
subsidizes the $36 cost to take the 
test, which students take as juniors.

It’s all making a difference, said 
Chef Lowrie: “We’re close to a 90-95 
percent success rate.” 

Souper Bowl
Continued from Page 1
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a large issue. So I created a circle of 
friends, and we raised the money 
ourselves along with some other very 
special donations by some partner 
organizations. 

“These kids basically get a 
chance to enjoy their food, a movie, 
have a chance to be mentored by 
aerospace professionals and have 
a chance to meet actual Tuskegee 
Airmen. 

“We want to spread the message 
to students that you can achieve more 
than you can even think of. Your 
dreams are important to us as well as 
to yourselves. If you need some help, 
we are here to support you. 

“I would not be standing here 
today if it were not for some of the 
sacrifices that the Tuskegee Airmen 
who are sitting in that room made to 
make sure we could actually fly today. 

“My wife and I are very proud 
of this moment and what we have 
accomplished here today by bringing 
this to roughly 1,300 students. 

“These students need to realize 
that they should be proud of their 
history and be proud of the history 
of these men. It doesn’t matter if 
they are white or black. This is an 
American story. All of us basically 
have more freedom today because 
of this story. These men endured 
a lot to provide their service to our 
country, and we need to be apprecia-
tive of that. 

“The next generation needs to 
follow through also. They need to 
be the best they can be in terms of 
education and in their work ethic.”

“A lot of these students are com-
ing from disadvantaged situations,” 
Sindra added. “Even though their 
life may be challenged, yet they can 
come out undefeated. Many of these 
kids have never been to the airport, 
never spoken to a pilot or been on an 
airplane. So they have never thought 
about the possibility of aviation being 
a viable profession for them to pur-
sue. Exposing them to this, learning 
about history and how people have 
been able to overcome challenges 
in life, might give them a glimpse of 
light to help them go forward with 
whatever career they choose.”

A captain for Delta Airlines In-
ternational, Gregory Mazyck volun-
teered his time as one of the event’s 
strongest supporters.

“This history has never been 
told in the history books,” Captain 
Mazyck said. “The students from 
the Irving schools also watched the 
documentary George Lucas produced 
prior to coming to the theater. The 90 
minute documentary shows all the 
trials and tribulations the Tuskegee 
Airmen went through to become 
pilots, let alone fight in the war. They 
had to prove themselves every step 
of the way to even be invited to help 

fight WWII. 
“Subsequently, they made a 

movie about the Tuskegee Airmen, so 
we wanted them to see Red Tails just 
to finish off the weekend. This really 
isn’t necessary, but it is the entertain-
ment piece to pull it all together and 
make it colorful. 

“Hopefully, the kids will take 
away the message that anything is 
possible. Just because you are black, 
white, male or female, you can do 
anything you want to do. A lot of 
these pilots were doctors, lawyers 
and engineers who quit their jobs, 
because they wanted to fly airplanes. 

“I’ve always wanted to fly air-
planes. Now I’m flying internation-
ally as a commercial carrier captain, 
so I’m doing what I want to do. But a 
lot of these kids don’t see that. They 
don’t see the jobs and opportunities 
that are available to them. 

“Kids need to do math, do sci-
ence and then go on and do whatever 
they want to do. If you get the best 
grades you can possibly get, then you 
can tell others what you want to do, 
rather than them telling you what you 
can do,” he said.

Tuskegee Airmen Calvin Spann 
and Homer Hogues watched the 
movie with students. 

“The movie was a very good 
portrayal of history,” Spann said. “It 
didn’t show some of the hazing that 
went on during training that caused 
some people to be eliminated from 
the program. You start off a class with 
129 men or more. Some of the guys, 
over 100 of them wouldn’t make it. 
People back home would think he 
didn’t make it because he wasn’t good 
enough, and nobody would tell them 
any different. But the only reason 
they didn’t make it was because of 
the quota system. Only so many could 
graduate. I want to tell that story for 
the guys who didn’t make it. 

“I lived near a small airport in 
New Jersey. Planes used to takeoff 
and fly right over my house. I said 
when I got old enough I would learn 
how to fly. 

“The guys I hung around with 
who were a little older than me were 
drafted and ended up in the Buffalo 
Soldiers. They warned me that if I 
waited to be drafted, I’d end up in 
the Buffalo Soldiers. So they said take 
the test, volunteer and go where you 

want to be. I did, and I’m so happy. 
That is some of the best advice I got 
in my whole life.

“So many people don’t know 
anything about the Tuskegee Air-
men. I think for youngsters to learn 
about these airmen will encourage 
them and let them know that they 
can become anything they want to 
be. All they have to do is study hard 
and be disciplined, and they can do it.

“Our commander who com-
manded four full squadrons was 
only a lieutenant colonel. So when 
the top man doesn’t have much rank, 
that squeezes rank down throughout 
the whole unit. It also squeezes pay 
down, because in the service, you are 
paid by your rank.” 

Already working towards earn-
ing her pilot’s license, Jametrya 
Walker, a senior at Bowie High 
School in Arlington, is planning a 
career in aviation.  

“I really enjoyed the movie,” 
Jametrya said. “It opened my eyes to 
the history of these African-American 
pilots, because you really don’t hear 
that a lot. I saw how their story 
opened things up not only for Afri-
can-Americans, but also for female 
pilots. 

“My mom works for American 
Airlines, and I was able to fly in the 
simulator one day. Since then I have 
wanted to fly, because I like to be in 
control. 

“I hope to go to college and 
earn a degree in aviation manage-
ment before entering the Air Force. 
Eventually, I would like to become a 
commercial pilot. 

“There are a lot of opportunities 
in the airlines industry. You have the 
mechanics, pilots, air traffic control 
and a lot of different careers.”

Albert Glenn, Chairman of 
OBAP, appreciates the generous 
support of the AA Credit Union and 
the greater aviation community in 
making this event a reality. 

“This historical film lends in-
spiration to our youth by providing 
lessons on courage, success and 
leadership,” said Glenn. 

“We are excited about sharing 
this film and interacting with the 
young people who will be in atten-
dance.”

Source: Organization 

of Black Aerospace Professionals

“Provided in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

February Women’s Alliance 
Networking Luncheon a Success
The February Women’s Alliance Networking Luncheon hit a new 

record with more than 50 in attendance!  Attendees learned the power 
of video marketing and how to easily incorporate this fast growing 
channel into their marketing mix from speaker Bob Kaplitz, Sr. Vice 
President of Content Marketing at AR&D.  The next Women’s Alliance 
luncheon is April 18.  Mark your calendar and join the fast-growing, 
power networking event!

Reaching a New Market for Your Business
Are you looking for a way to reach new customers at a reasonable 

cost while meeting the needs of an underserved segment of the popula-
tion in North Texas? 

The Chamber has teamed with North Lake College’s Continuing 
Education and the Deaf Entrepreneurs Foundation of America to pres-
ent a seven-hour training seminar to help your business appeal to the 
deaf and hard of hearing. 

The training seminar will provide insight into their culture, teach 
the basics of American Sign Language and other communication tech-
niques, and position your business to serve this estimated 250,000 - 
300,000 underserved population in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. 

Virtually any business that 
serves customers could benefit 
from focusing on the deaf popula-
tion, as they need all services as 
any other resident or business 
from groceries, office supplies, 
printing, IT services, and retail 
including restaurants and other 
services.

The course, Instant Market-
ing: Becoming A Deaf Friendly 
Business, will be held on March 
6th & 7th from 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at North Lake College’s Central 
Campus in the Continuing Education Center located in the Library. 
To register, call North Lake College at 972-273-3386, or drop by the 
continuing education center on the lower level of the Library on the 
Central Campus, 5001 N. MacArthur Boulevard.

Cost of the course is $150 (discount for members of the Greater 
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber).

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

‘Red Tails’
Continued from Page 1

Photos by John Starkey

Former Tuskegee Airmen Homer Hogues and Calvin Spann are surrounded by pilot’s who have 
been influenced and inspired by the Tuskegee Airmen’s struggles to become pilots during WWII.

Following the movie, airline pilots speak with students about 
the career possibilities that exist within the field of aviation.

VOTE NOW FOR YOUR FAVORITES
http://www.irvingchamber.com/

Rewards 
of reading

While enjoying 
pajamarama, 
Riverchase 
Elementary’s second 
annual Reading 
Night, first grader 
Vimudha Gagoda 
won a Nook through 
a random drawing. 
With help from her 
teacher, Mrs. Conlin, 
Vimudha shows off 
her prize.

Source: CFB ISD
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think they will be very pleased with 
the quality of the freight. 

Chris Hooper, Community re-
sources director for the City of Irving, 
explained why the City decided to 
donate the items to Brighter Tomor-
rows.

“Brighter Tomorrows provides 
a key service to women who have 
been victims of domestic violence. 
We feel very strongly about the work 
the agency does in the community, 
and we want to help them as much 

as possible. Brighter Tomorrows is 
a great organization. They do great 
work for us, and they are one of the 
partners that the Housing and Hu-
man Services Department works with 
on a continuing basis,” Hooper said. 

Executive Director of Brighter 
Tomorrows, Diana Franzetti, re-
ceived the donations.

“The City of Irving is very 
graciously donating several items 
through Customs and Border Patrol,” 
Franzetti said. “We will be able to use 
those items for our domestic violence 
clients and our thrift stores, which 
benefit Brighter Tomorrows. 

“Brighter Tomorrows is a 21 

year old, nonprofit agency. We have 
domestic violence emergency shel-
ters in Grand Prairie and Irving. We 
provide counseling services for any 
sexual assault or domestic violence 
victims in the greater southwest re-
gion of Dallas County. We also offer 
transitional housing so that clients of 
domestic violence can apply to a two 
year program.

“Through the program Brighter 
Tomorrows supplies an apartment 
and as clients work their program 
they are able to put 30 percent of 
their salary into savings, so that when 
they graduate, they will have money 
to start a new life.”

IRVING VOICES IS THE VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE IRVING VOICES IS THE VOICE FOR THE PEOPLE

February 13, 2012 Irving City Council voted
to extend the Entertainment Venue contract

Visit www.irvingvoices.com
Pol. Ad Pd by Irving Voices **Source:  DMN *Source:  Irving City Council Meeting Email us at Irving.Voices@yahoo.com

Gears 1.1M  Webb $43,477

Santoscoy $43,169 Cannaday  $31,288

Stopfer $10,744 Philipp $10,566 Patrick    $400.00

Who took money from LCG/ Business ties for city-backed EV including Firefighters Union/PAC $180K**

Irving Voices wonders how many of you would sign a $250M amended contract you received after 1:00 PM 
and expected to be signed by 3:00 PM?  Less than 2 hrs to review?  What would you do?

Agenda Resolution read:
Resolution - Authorizing the mayor to Execute a Second Amendment to the Second Amended and 
Restated Entertainment Center Development agreement with Las Colinas Group LP 

Opposed:  Van Duyne, Farris, PhilippResolution passed 6-3

Irving Voices’ conclusions:*
  

 Council gave away city’s rights to write the contract and have first draft privileges. - Unconscionable.
 LCG with first draft privileges wrote the amendment to the contract to extend it to Aug. 6, 2012.
 On Feb 6, the committed deadline, LCG notified city they needed an extension to Mar. 29 to obtain the $80M. 
 LCG wrote into the amended contract - no redesign – all or nothing – no new developer.
 Staff told the council the contract received after 1:00 PM was not what the city had agreed to with LCG.
 Staff, council and public had no time for review of the contract BY LCG – Total irresponsibility by the council.

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.

M
ac

A
R

T
H

U
R

O
’C

O
N

N
O

R

B
R

IT
A

IN

L
O

O
P

 1
2

✔  Kitchen Systems
✔  Inspections
✔  Installations
✔  Sales

Fire & Safety Protection Service Call Today! 
For Your 

Safety's Sake!

On-site & 24-HR. Emergency Service
1429 W. 6th Street, Irving, TX 75060

SERVICE FIRE EQUIPMENT

www.ServiceFireEquip.com

972-513-1767

3/31/12

Donation
Continued from Page 1

Some of the items 
donated by US 
Customs to benefit 
Brighter Tomorrows 
rest on a loading dock 
as Charles Perez, 
Acting Area Port 
Director for CPB; Liz 
Fruggiero, Supervisory 
Customs and Border 
Protections Officer 
and Kim Wachtel, 
Assistant Port Director 
present the items to 
Irving Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne, Diana 
Franzetti, Executive 
Director of Brighter 
Tomorrows, and Chris 
Hooper, Community 
Resources Director for 
the City.

Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 
is proud to announce the Finalists in 
the 2012 National Merit Scholarship 
program. 

Finalists from Newman Smith 
High School are Diana Pop, Tanya 
Rajan, Rebecca Reeves and Michael 
Schrag. The finalist from Ranchview 
High School is Ted Tak. Finalists 
from R. L. Turner High School are 
Shifa Mirza and Angelica Webb.

“I am proud of these students 
and their accomplishments,” said 
Dr. Bobby Burns, Superintendent 
of Schools. 

“They have achieved this honor 

through hard work and excellence in 
the classroom.”

The students are among 16,000 
high school seniors who will continue 
in the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation’s competition for 8,300 
merit scholarship awards worth $34 
million that will be offered in the 
spring, according to the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation press 
release. 

Students are selected based on 
performance on the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation reports that 

the pool of semifinalists represents 
less than one percent of the top high 
school seniors in the nation.

Approximately 15,000 semifi-
nalists become finalists. From the 
group of finalists, Merit Scholarship 
winners are determined according 
to the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. 

“Merit Scholar designees are 
selected on the basis of their skills, 
accomplishments and potential for 
success in rigorous college studies,” 
according to the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation press re-
lease. 

C-FB schools announce National Merit Finalists

Photo by John Starkey


