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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

AUGUST 3 - 18 
8 p.m. Thurs. – Sat. & 2:30 p.m. Sun.   
Dupree Theater
 
Don't be fooled by the title!  This timely tale 
about water restrictions is a big-hearted 
story complete with a hero, villain and a 
spunky heroine -- and lots of tongue-in-cheek 
laughs. It will leave you cheering and 
humming the tunes! 

Presented by award-winning ICT MainStage.

ON SALE NOW!

Follow us on
 Facebook: IrvingArts

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.

TICKETS: $16-$21
www.irvingartscenter.com

August 18, 2012 50¢

RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler
RamblerRamblerRambler

See ETHICS POLICY, Page 2

See MOSQUITO SPRAY,  Page 10

Council to 
debate new 
ethics code
By Amanda Casanova

The City Council will discuss adopting an ethics 
code for the City at an upcoming meeting. The ethics 
code, which applies to the Council, City staff, board 
and commission members, and city contractors and 
consultants, has not been amended since it was ad-
opted in 1994.

The council deferred action on adopting the code 
and policy at the Aug. 9 Council Meeting.

An ethics committee started work on updating 
the code in December 2011 and worked on the policy 
until May. The committee has recommended approval 
of the policy.

The 29-page policy, up from the city’s current 

By Phil Cerroni
The difficult position of local 

food pantries is mirrored in the 
appointments of the Human Ser-
vices Building on Nursery Road that 
houses the offices of Irving Cares. 
The lobby’s whitewashed walls and 
the reserved demeanor of the clients 
waiting in plastic chairs are only the 

most visible declaration of the hard-
ships that the 8 percent of Irving’s 
population living below the poverty 
line faces every day.

Irving Cares, whose mission it is 
to minister to this cross-section of our 
community, has been finding it hard-
er and harder to acquire enough food 
to meet the ever-growing demand in 

Irving. In June, the charity served 
857 clients, which is up by about 100 
families from the month before. In 
July they assisted 955 families, and 
the numbers keep rising.

But on July 30 hope came from 
an unexpected quarter. Mercury One, 
a philanthropic organization cham-
pioned by Glenn Beck delivered a 

semi-trailer filled with food to Irving 
Cares. The weekend before, Mercury 
One conducted their “Restore Love” 
food drive. When the drive was fin-
ished, Mercury One had acquired 
enough food to fill twelve 52- foot 
tractor trailers.

One of these trailers, containing 
40,000 pounds of food, was donated 

to Irving Cares.
Teddie Story, CEO of Irving 

Cares, said the food came as a com-
plete surprise to them.

“I don’t know why they chose 
Irving. I don’t know why they chose 
the other ones that they chose. They 
did their own research, and they 

Coppell, Irving make different 
decisions on aerial spraying

Coppell City officials have authorized Dallas 
County to use aerial spraying to combat West Nile 
Virus.

The City of Coppell recognizes the Department 
of State Health Services declaration of a public health 
emergency regarding West Nile Virus and in doing so 
supports Dallas County and the region’s cities through 
aerial spraying. A consistent response from the entire 
region is necessary to ensure efficient results. 

In contrast to Coppell’s decision, the Irving City 
Council voted against aerial spraying. However, Irving 
will continue with truck-mounted ground spraying 
and trapping.

Irving Cares receives truck-load of food from Glenn Beck organization

By Phil Cerroni
The Irving Mall was packed on 

Aug. 18. The parking lot entrance to 
the food court was filled with a line 
that snaked around both sides and 
out into the food court, making its 
way towards folding tables manned 
by volunteers who were filling out 
paperwork and screening clients. 

The Back to School Fiesta is the 
mall’s yearly event during which it 
teams up with Amerigroup and Care 
Van to give out free vaccinations and 
school supplies to students starting 
school in a few weeks. The event 
focused on children who qualify 
for Medicaid and CHIP (Children’s 
Health Insurance Program) and 
those who are under-insured. The 
vaccinations administered by Care 
Van nurses were the mandatory vac-
cinations these kids need in order to 
attend classes this fall.

Irving Mall’s director of mark-
ing, Liz Barth, was very positive about 
the benefits and unique scope of their 
event that was meant not only to 
provide medical aid to kids, but also 
to create an event that is truly for the 
community.

“Other events will give away 
school supplies, but the school sup-
plies are just the icing on the cake. We 
want to get the kids out and give them 
a reason to be immunized. Our goal 
was to try to service between 300 and 
400 kids, and we reached just under 
350,” Barth said.

“We didn’t want people to just 
show up at some building, get the 
shots and leave,” she continued. “We 
wanted to make an experience – we 
wanted to provide a fun atmosphere. 
No one wants to get shots, so we 
wanted to have more of an exciting 
event.”

Although the hundreds of at-
tendees made the event look like a 
logistical nightmare, the fiesta ran 
like a finely tuned Italian sports car. 
Barth pointed out that logistics, not 
the supply of vaccinations limited 
the number of children they could 
service. She assured me that they 
had enough shots to immunize all the 
children who came, but the lengthy 
screening process slowed down the 
procedures.

“We had to do the appropriate 

Critical vaccinations provided 
by Irving citizens, businesses

See IRVING CARES, Page 5

See VACCINATIONS, Page 10

Awards given 
for keeping 
Irving beautiful

PAGE 2
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109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE972-259-1123 

www.gloryhousecatering.com

Weekday bistro 
Mon- Fri 11 AM - 2PM — $5.95 to $8.95

Next Elvis Gospel Brunch 
$40 VIP — 10:30 AM and 

$25 Regular brunch — 11:30 AM

Closed Saturday and Sunday 
for private events

CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
    Our venue transforms to host your event 

on site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

NEW ADDRESS
118 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving  TX 75060
(972) 579-0535

40%
one regularly priced 

fabric item

OFF

FABRIC STORE
● SEWING 
● ALTERATIONS 
● GIFTS 
● FABRICS 

customerservice@angelsandmoore.com

Expiration date 8/31/2012

BACK 
TO

SCHOOL
SALE!

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com
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Chemotherapy
External Beam Radiation
IMRT/IGRT Radiation
RapidArc Technology

Medical Oncology & Hematology
Kiran Kancharla, M.D.
James Mackey, M.D.
Gilberto Jimenez-Justiniano, M.D.

Radiation Oncology
Neeraja Dasari, M.D.
Gregory Echt, M.D.

SERVICES

STAFF

Stereotactic Radiotherapy
Prostate Seed �erapy
Mammosite �erapy
PET/CT Onsite

Se Habla Espanol  
*Most Insurances Accepted

Call today 
for a 2nd opinion

7415 Las Colinas Blvd. Suite 100
Irving, Texas 75063

214.379.2700214.379.2700

For the past 20 years, Choice Cancer Care has been 
fighting cancer by employing the best technology 
and the finest medical professionals in all of 
North Texas.  We take pride in our center 
and have invested heavily in the finest 
technology and medical staff in order to 

give the citizens of Irving a comprehensive program that rivals any 
and all of the major academic institutions; yet we are located in the 
heart of Irving near HWY 161 and I635. Remember, you always 
have a Choice for your Care – Call us today! 

Fighting Cancer in Irving for 20 years

■  Chemotherapy
■ External Beam Radiation
■ IMRT/IGRT Radiation
■ RapidArc Technology
■ Stereotactic Radiotherapy
■ Prostate Seed �erapy
■ Mammosite �erapy
■ PET/CT Onsite

Medical Oncology & Hematology
Kiran Kancharla, M.D.
James Mackey, M.D.
Gilberto Jimenez-Justiniano, M.D.

Radiation Oncology
Neeraja Dasari, M.D.
Gregory Echt, M.D.

SERVICES STAFF

Se Habla Espanol  *Most Insurances Accepted

Call today for a 2nd opinion

7415 Las Colinas Blvd. Suite 100
Irving, Texas 75063

214.379.2700

      For the past 20 years, Choice Cancer Care has been fighting cancer by 
employing the best technology and the finest medical professionals in all of 
North Texas.  We take pride in our center and have invested heavily in the 
finest technology and medical staff in order to give the citizens of Irving a 

comprehensive program that rivals any and all of the major academic institutions; yet we are located 
in the heart of Irving near HWY 161 and I635. 
     Remember, you always have a Choice for your Care – Call us today! 

Fighting Cancer in Irving for 20 years

five-page policy, includes specific dos 
and don’ts, an enforcement section 
and addresses topics such as gifts, 
political campaigns and the registra-
tion of lobbyists.

The draft adds in language that 
those under the policy may “not 
engage in or facilitate any discrimina-
tory or harassing behavior” and also 
specifies that they may not “persuade 
or attempt to persuade any employee 
of the City to leave the employ of the 
City or to become employed by any 
person or entity other than the City.”

Other specific additions include 
prohibiting employees or officials 
from accepting gifts valued at more 
than $50. An employee or official 
cannot accept more than $500 in 
gifts in a single year, according to 

the draft.
Also, the draft defines a “prohib-

ited financial interest” in a contract 
with the City if the employee or offi-
cial or a member of their immediate 
family directly or indirectly owns 10 
percent or more of the voting stock of 
the business or 10 percent of the fair 
market value of the business.

The draft also spells out the 
process for filing an ethics complaint 
with the City. 

If the Council allows the com-
plaint, a three member Ethics Review 
Panel will review the case. The panel 
can dismiss the complaint, send a let-
ter of notification, a letter of admoni-
tion, a letter of reprimand or make a 
referral to ethics training.

An appeal cannot be filed.
The Council will consider ap-

proving the policy at their September 
meeting.

Ethics policy
Continued from Page 1

SERVING THE DFW AREA FOR 20 YEARS
Metro 817-498-8466Fax 817-498-9869

By Alice Canham
“I love ‘Keep Irving Beautiful’,” 

said Cathy Whiteman, preparing to 
take the podium as emcee for the or-
ganization’s recent Partner Awards. 
The respected host of ICTN’s popular 
‘About Towne’ segment grew more 
animated as she warmed to her topic. 

“A town is held together by more 
than its streets,” Whiteman said. “It’s 
the people who live on those streets 
that work to make the community a 
place where people want to gather.

“If the streets are not clean, who 
wants to gather?”

She got no argument from the 
80 guests who had gathered at First 
Baptist Church of Irving on Aug. 6 
to pay tribute to the organization’s 
honorees. KIB Coordinator Rick 
Hose and Board Secretary Margie 
Stipes circulated among the displays 
showing the organization’s various 
recycling and ‘Keep Green’ activities, 
greeting everyone as though they 
were all honored guests.

Two of the movement’s foot 
soldiers were Velma White and 
Kary Verg who serve as ad hoc street 
cleaners in the Barton Estates neigh-
borhood.

“We’ve been picking up trash 
around our neighborhood for at 
least ten years,” said White. “There 
are about four streets. We usually 
go about once a week, and we prob-
ably pick up about a bagful of trash 
each time.

“We saw a need and we stepped 
up.”

Irving Mayor Pro Tem Gerald 
Farris said efforts from people like 
White and Verg are a huge benefit 
to the city. 

“They supplement the city so 
much with recycling and litter abate-
ment,” Farris said. “That collectively 
adds value to our city with the qual-
ity of life. There’s a lot of education 
behind this to remind people that we 
do create a lot of trash.

“If a business is thinking about 
relocating to Irving, we want their 
employees to live nearby. It’s para-

mount, the visual impression you get 
of a city. We want them to drive down 
our corridors and get a favorable 
impression. We have to give them 
a quality of life to look forward to.”

One of the highlights in the pro-
gram was the award given for Youth 
Leadership, as Vaishnavi Singh, 
Tanvi Biyani and Bhagyashri Pan-
dey were recognized for establishing 
‘Kids Mission’ in 2011. The three 
Irving teens brought their friends 
together for cleanups at Mustang 
Park and T.W. Richardson Grove 
Park, and also organized fund raising 
walkathons and readathons.

Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipients Ruben and Sandy Franco 
received a standing ovation, singled 
out for their support of KIB since its 
inception. The couple devoted count-
less hours to the task of coordinating 
the Irving-based 2008 Conference 
for ‘Keep Texas Beautiful’, but they 
also made it memorable.

“Ruben stepped up to ensure 
that attendees had transportation 
from the hotel to the KIB hosted 
barbecue,” said Whiteman, “where 
the highlight of that event was the 
hostesses. Sandy, Margie Stipes and 
the late Barbara Cardwell were all 
dressed in matching Lone Star shirts 
and cowgirl hats.”

Two ‘Hometown Award’ recipi-
ents were also honored. One, Maria 
Parra, turned her church carnival 
at St. Luke’s Catholic Church into a 
litter-free event, organizing fellow 
students as volunteers and even 
arranging team shirts. The group 
collected seven bags of litter after 
the carnival.

The other, Monica Atwell, is a 
biologist and a professor at North 
Lake Community College whose 
father was the late Jonathan Halsey, 
a past award recipient. In her role 
with the Science Learning Lab, Atwell 
sponsors the campus Green Club and 
uses the community garden to teach 
sustainability.

“She’s also an expert in vermi-
culture,” Whiteman continued, “and 

will gladly bring her worm bins to any 
educational events.”

The program concluded with the 
announcement that three local nomi-
nees for the 2012 Keep Texas Beau-
tiful Awards, First Baptist Church 
of Irving, the City of Irving Public 
Works Department and Nissan North 
America all earned Citations of Merit.

Eleven awards were given in ten 
different categories. Honorees for 
Keep Irving Beautiful included: 

Youth Leadership Awards: Kids 
Mission 

Educator Award: North Lake 
College Student Life Department

Faith Group Award: Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Business and Industry Award: 
Googly Eyes and Craft Supplies

Media Award: The Irving Ram-
bler

Civic Organization Award: Lynn 
Diaz, Irving Family YMCA

Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Ruben and Sandy Franco

Civil Servant Award: Irving Fire 
Department’s Swiftwater Rescue 
Team

Green Government Award: City 
of Irving Public Works Department

KIB Hometown Award: Maria 
Parra 

KIB Hometown Award: Monica 
Atwell.

Awards given for keeping Irving beautiful

cutline
cutline
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Beginning this year, Responsive 

Education Solutions (Responsive 
Ed) will provide Irving students with 
an alternative to traditional high 
school. The company is bringing 
two of their charter schools, Premier 
High Schools, to North Lake College 
campuses. The high school housed 
at the college’s South campus will 
allow students to complete their 
course work in a structured environ-
ment that is individualized to each 
student’s need. The high school 
housed at the college’s West campus 
will concentrate on helping students 
learn about construction trades while 
they earn their high school degrees.

“We provide students an option 
to help them accelerate the process 
towards graduation, or if they have 
fallen behind, we can help them catch 
up and get what they need in order 
to graduate,” said Thomas Terry, 
Responsive Ed’s Communications 
Director. “Premier High Schools pro-
vide individualized education. A lot of 
schools follow the traditional model 
with the teacher at the front teaching 
an entire class. Those lessons move at 
the pace of the class. If you miss part 
of a lesson, all future lessons build 
on that information. It is difficult to 
help one kid who missed something 
really important.

“Premier High Schools asses 
the students and understands where 
their depth and knowledge are and 
what they need. Then we are able 
to provide them an education that 
is uniquely tailored towards filling 
in the gaps and helping them move 
forward. 

“We also offer flexibility. If 
someone is great at reading and 
math, but they are not good at sci-
ence, we are able to help that kid with 
very specific attention in the subject 
they are not as good in and help then 
earn a high school diploma. 

“Nowadays it is so important 
to have a high school diploma as 
a springboard to everything else 
whether college, military or a career. 
If a kid has had trouble, just getting 
a GED won’t open the same doors as 
a high school diploma.”

Premier High Schools have an 
impressive history in the state.

“Responsive Ed is the largest 
charter school system in the state of 
Texas,” Terry said. “As of last year, we 
had more than 50 schools. We serve 
between 7,000 and 10,000 students 
depending on whether or not you 
include our virtual schools.

“We have been very encouraged 
by the response from parents and 
students in Irving. It proves that 
families in Irving are really looking 
for another option. It overwhelming 
shows that there is a need. 

“We are really excited for the 
opportunity to come into Irving 
and provide a new educational op-
tion that parents and students are 
hungry for.”

Lathan Watts will be the Campus 
Director for Premier High School’s 
West campus.

“We are 100 percent focused 
on the success of each individual 
student. This is not an incitement 
of Irving ISD. This is a problem that 
is systemic across Texas and the 
country. The one size fits all model 
of education is not working for a lot 

of people,” Watts said. “One third 
of public school students, 1.2 mil-
lion will fail to graduate with their 
class. That averages one every 29 
seconds. In Texas, almost 61 percent 
of high school students graduate in 
four years, so just over half. Texas 
is ranked 43 in the nation for high 
school graduation. 

“Charter schools are public 
schools. We are funded directly 
from the state of Texas by TEA just 
the same way as Irving ISD is. We 
are funded by an average daily at-
tendance model, so we are funded 
by having kids in school. We are a 
tuition free, open enrollment school. 
Parents and students should be able 
to select a school that best meets their 
educational needs rather than what 
zip code they live in.

“We break each course down 
into 10 to 12 units, which are typically 
anywhere from 40 to 60 pages. When 
you finish a book, you are 10 percent 
finished with the course. When you 
get through the fifth packet, you are 
half way through the course. When 
you finish the 10th one, you are 
finished with the course. It is not 
entirely self-paced. There are certain 
benchmarks you have to hit to com-
plete the course on time. We have an 
accountability system to make sure 
students complete their courses. If 
students are completing five pages a 
day in the packet, they are on track 
to finish that course as they should.

“The West campus is the brain 
child of the commercial construc-
tion industry, because the industry 
is in dire need of a skilled workforce. 
The average of a skilled craftsman is 
49 years old. There are not enough 
people entering those trades to fill the 
gap when those guys start retiring. 

“The West campus will offer 
some special electives focused to-
wards careers in architecture and 
construction. By 2020, 60 percent of 
the jobs will require either a college 
degree or a skilled certificate. Certifi-
cates are becoming stepping stones 
to college degrees. A lot of people get 
certified in a skill and continue work-
ing in field and use the money they 
earn to pay for college, so they don’t 
borrow money to go to college. The 
average student loan debt is $29,000 
- with interest, it’s over $40,000.”

Premier High Schools are all 
about helping students be success-
ful, according to Dave Sammons, 
Campus Director for Premier’s South 
campus.

“Our classes are geared towards 
the standard 26 credits the state 
of Texas requires to complete high 
school. We offer the recommended 
diploma that 90 percent of high 
schools will issue to students in 
Texas,” Sammons said. “It will work 
with military, Harvard, and the lo-
cal community college. It will work 
everywhere. 

“Our goal is to keep students in 
the seat, engaged, successful, and to 
get them a quality education as ef-
ficiently as we can, so they can go on 
about their life goals. If a child wants 
to be successful, we will craft a plan 
to make sure they are successful. 
If the need is material, attendance, 
scheduling, whatever it is, we are 
small enough and focused enough 
that we will tailor an educational plan 
to meet that need. Our goal is to get 
each child an education, not to get a 
child kicked out of school.”

Premier High School was a 
natural fit for North Lake College, 
according to Arthur James Execu-
tive Dean of North Lake’s North and 
South campuses.

“Premier High School will bring 
quality education which will go 
alongside the quality education stu-

dents are already receiving through 
our partnership with Irving ISD,” 
James said. “They will give those 
parents and students who would 
like a different option a place that 
is established in the community to 
educate students. This partnership 
will also give students in Premier 
High School the opportunity to be 
exposed to the college environment.

“North Lake College is leasing 
space to Premier High School. We 
are not in a duel credit situation at 
this point, although we are looking 
at exploring that as a potential in the 
future. I think this is a win-win situa-
tion for the city of Irving, North Lake 
College and Responsive Ed. 

“We are excited about them 
coming in. Responsive Ed has held a 
couple of interest meetings already, 
and the response has been very fa-
vorable.”

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

JC Jonathan Salon
Peggy/Stylist
(817)235-0052

2117 W. Airport Frwy, #26, Irving, TX 75062

Carla/Nail Tech
(469)879-5051

■ Hair Cut & Style 
■ Any Nail Service* 
* New Customers Only

25% off
Lease
Space
Available

By Alice Canham
For some youngsters, the con-

straints of a traditional school day 
just do not work. That’s why Robin 
and Chris Harlan attended a recent 
information session to learn more 
about the free virtual public school 
education offered through Texas 
Connections Academy. The full-time 
accredited program is offered state-
wide for students in grades 3 – 11 in 
partnership with the Houston Inde-
pendent School District.

“Our son is an athlete in mo-
tocross, and next year will be big 
for him,” explained Robin.” He’s in 
Keller ISD, and they have a great 
program. We know education is key, 
but they are so strict about their at-
tendance – we’d get in trouble if we 
held him out for his competitions.”

“How can he practice in the 
winter when he has to stay in school 
until 3 p.m. and it gets dark at 5 
p.m?” asked Chris. “With a program 
like TCA, he could do some work in 
the morning, take the time he needs 
for his practicing, and finish up his 

schoolwork later, when it’s dark 
outside. “The flexibility is very ap-
pealing to us.”

REQUIREMENTS
About 15 parents and a few of 

their children gathered at Residence 
Inn DFW in Irving on July 23 to hear 
from one of the program’s teachers, 
Sallie Benazzouz, who conducted a 
PowerPoint Q&A to introduce the 
TCA program. 

”This is open to children who 
have been enrolled in a Texas public 
school during the previous school 
year,” Benazzouz told the group. “Our 
parent company has partnerships na-
tionwide, and we have schools in 25 
states. Each year we add an average 
of two virtual schools.

“We do plan to grow this pro-
gram so that we’ll have a graduating 
class for Texas by 2014.”

She described the process 
through which 3,000 students state-
wide are engaged, evaluated and 
advanced. Class content is shared on-
line, and the TCA program provides 

all curriculum materials at no cost. 
Each TCA student has a professional 
teacher whose job it is to oversee 
learning and progress.

So-called learning coaches are 
heavily involved in interacting with 
elementary school students, but older 
students are encouraged to take on 
more responsibilities for themselves, 
once they’ve shown they’re capable.

“Their responsibilities grow with 
their abilities,” said Benazzouz. “Our 
goal is always to get you to college.

“In other states where we have 
been in existence long enough to have 
a graduating class, we’ve garnered 
$2.5 million in scholarships for our 
students. 

“We are also the first virtual 
schools to have National Honor So-
ciety, which is a feather in our cap.”

Benazzouz fielded a question 
about standardized testing by point-
ing out that they comply with or even 
exceed the state’s objectives and 
requirements, as well as national 
standards.

“The way we develop the cur-

riculum is different because we start 
backwards,” she explained. “We start 
by asking where do we want the stu-
dent to be at the end of the year, and 
then we look at the state and national 
objectives, and then we develop the 
lessons and the content, adding in all 
the technology and materials and so 
forth, and we build out the curricu-
lum accordingly.”

SOCIAL NEEDS
Socialization is another concern, 

as virtual learners face the same 
challenges shared by those who are 
home-schooled: how to learn to share 
and play with others? 

Benazzouz pointed out that the 
TCA format offers countless oppor-
tunities for clubs and activities which 
are shared virtually, and quite a few 
that are real-time, live interactions. 
Field trips are organized by commu-
nity coordinators, some sanctioned 
by the presence of the class teacher 
and others more social in nature. 
Often, TCA families will just have a 
play day at a nearby park.

Still, there are fewer times when 
a TCA student is in a group setting 
with peers.

Chris Harlan said he thought 
that was a valid concern, one that he 
raised with his son. 

“I asked him, don’t you think 
you’ll miss your school and friends? 
He said no, he was good – he wanted 
to ride.”

“I like that he can do his school 
work when we’re traveling,” Robin 
added. “He can get a good education 
and still live his dream.

“If it doesn’t work, we can always 
go back to public school.”

Those interested in learning 
more about Texas Connections Acad-
emy classes (which begin Aug. 27) are 
encouraged to act quickly – there is 
a cap on enrollment statewide. Log 
onto www.ConnectionsAcademy.
com for more information, or call 
800-382-6010.

Some information provided by Texas 
Connections Academy and by Michele 

Voelkening, Vice President, Purdue Marion 
& Associates.

How to save on 
back-to-school 
shopping
By Jason Alderman

On the fun-o-meter, I’d 
probably rank back-to-school 
shopping right above getting a 
flu shot and preparing income 
taxes. Never mind the hassle of 
figuring out what our kids need 
for the coming school year and 
dragging them to the mall, it’s just 
so expensive.

For example, our son insists 
that we replace his baseball glove 
and bat as he enters 7th grade. 
(He’s right – his four-year-old 
mitt has seen better days.) Also, 
our daughter is starting soccer 
and needs cleats – good ones 
aren’t cheap and footwear is one 
area where we refuse to scrimp.

Many years ago my wife and 
I learned our lesson and started 
setting aside money each month 
for the inevitable – and unex-
pected – expenses that crop up 
each fall. By trial and error – and 
sound advice from fellow parents 
– we’ve developed a back-to-
school budgeting checklist:

First, calculate how much 
you can afford to spend on school-
related expenses without blowing 
your overall budget or racking 
up debt. Scoring bargains won’t 
help your bottom line if you end 
up paying interest on unpaid 
balances.

Next, make a comprehensive 
list of anticipated expenses for 
each child and build in a cushion 
for unexpected costs. Try these 
strategies:

Examine previous years’ bills 
and compare notes with other, 
more experienced parents.

Ask the school which sup-
plies they expect you to buy. Pool 
resources with other families to 
take advantage of volume dis-
counts and sales.

Spread clothing purchases 
throughout the year so your kids 
won’t outgrow everything at once; 
plus you can take advantage of 
off-season sales.

Review school dress codes so 
you don’t waste money on inap-
propriate clothing.

Before buying new clothing 
or accessories, look for “gently 
used” items in the closets of your 
older kids, friends and neighbors, 
at garage sales, thrift and con-
signment stores, and sites like 
Craig’s List.

Find out how much extracur-
ricular activities (athletics, music, 
art, etc.) cost. Account for uni-
forms, membership dues, private 
lessons, field trips, snacks, etc.

Compare the cost, conve-
nience and nutritional value of 
school lunches and snacks versus 
food you prepare yourself.

Learn your school’s policy 
on immunizations and see what’s 
covered by your insurance – or 
which ones you can access free at 
health fairs or community clinics.

Factor in public transpor-
tation, school bus or carpool 
expenses.

Although shopping online 
can save money, time and gas, 
don’t forget shipping and return 

BACK TO SCHOOL

Virtual school offers Texas students an educational alternative

New charter schools offer students educational alternatives
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Members of Communication 

Workers of America(CWA) Local 
6171 gathered for a candle light vigil 
outside Verizon’s headquarters in 
Irving on Aug. 10. Inside their union 
representatives were holding a last 
minute meeting with corporate rep-
resentatives to negotiate a new con-
tract before their previous contract 
expired at midnight.

The union expected about 200 
people to attend the vigil, which 
substituted glow sticks for candles 
to prevent the possibility of starting 
a fire.

“We are holding a candle light 
vigil, because the company is really 
taking a lot of our benefits: pension, 
healthcare and a lot of the things we 
bargained for in years past,” said 
Karen Rodriquez Secretary/Trea-
surer of CWA Local 6171. “We are 
out here mourning the passing of our 
contract, and hoping that we do bet-
ter at negotiations. Our bargaining 
team is in there right now working. 

“We are hoping to get a fair 

contract, and we are not asking for 
a lot of money. We are just regular 
family people who want a good job 
and healthcare.”

“Verizon has made over $16 bil-
lion in profit over the last four years,” 
said Russell Lytle Unit Director for 
the union. “The second quarter prof-
its were just released at $1.8 billion. 
They just started increasing set top 
box rental fees for all of our custom-
ers by $2 more per month. We have 
4.5 million video subscribers nation-
wide, according to the second quarter 
results. That equates to a minimum 
of $9 million extra in incoming rev-
enue per month, assuming that each 
customer only has one cable box in 
their home. However, most of our 
customers have more than that. 

“This is an example of typical 
corporate greed. We went on strike 
back in the early ‘80s with GTE to 
get these healthcare benefits, and 
the company has paid for them ever 
since. Verizon says it costs $8.3 bil-
lion a year for these benefits for the 
unionized workers nationwide. Ve-

rizon doesn’t need to be making $14 
billion a year in profits. It is already 
gouging its customers, and it is defi-
nitely gouging us.”

Both unionized workers and 
non-union workers have a stake in 
union negotiations, according to 
Lytle. 

“Government employees and 
union employees set a regulatory 
wage for everyone else in the work-
ing industry,” he said. “Union work-
ers may not be over paid, maybe 
everyone else is under paid for what 
they do. 

“Taking inflation since the ‘70s 
into consideration, the average 
income has fallen from $32,000 
per worker to $29,000 per worker. 
Meanwhile, the average pay for ex-
ecutives has continued to rise. This 
country has the largest gap between 
upper class and lower class. It is time 
for that to be balanced out a little bit 
more. 

“If employers treated their em-
ployees the way they should be 
treated, there wouldn’t be a need for 
a union to begin with. Unfortunately, 
we have to fight every day to get a fair 
piece of the pie. We are the backbone 
of every company that is unionized. 
We put in the hard work and we 
deal with the customers to provide 
the utmost in customer service. Our 
workers are highly trained and skilled 
at what they do. 

“We want Verizon to be here for 
the next 50 to 100 years, and we want 
our union to have a strong partner-
ship in that success. We have worked 
hard for it for decades, and we want 
to continue on.” 

Shop Steward Mike Wildman 
said the union and workers may have 
different approaches to profit, but 
the workers want Verizon to remain 
profitable.

“We are far sighted. We want 

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

“My name is Legion.”

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
August 19 — Bread of Life, Part 3

John 6:51-58

BIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN USABAPTIST

WORSHIP

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST

To include your house of worship in the Worship Section listings, please call 
(972) 870-1992 or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com. Fees apply.

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

“We Treat Every Car 
Like it’s Mom’s!”

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

Grant Stinchfield,
Owner and Former TV
Investigative Reporter

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

this company to last for another 50 
years,” Wildman said. “They (the 
management) just want to show a 
profit for the next quarter. There is a 
difference in viewpoint. We are trying 
to build careers and families, and they 
are trying to build a good stock price 
for the shareholders.

“We are shareholders too. We 
have a vested interest in making sure 
Verizon is profitable, but we also need 
it to be profitable for our families and 
future generations, not just for the 
next quarter.” 

Clay Pede, a Fiber Network 
Technician, brought his family to 
the vigil. 

“Basically, the company’s pro-
posals would put me at about a 23 

percent pay cut,” Pede said. “A lot 
of benefits would be going away. We 
would like to see something come 
back to us for all the hard work we 
have put in. I’d like to see a fair con-
tract for everyone involved. I’d like to 
see people keep their jobs and be able 
to make a decent living and be able to 
provide for their families.”

A Central Office Technician in 
Carrollton, Flo Burandt described 
herself as a loyal 34 year employee.

“Verizon has forgotten who got 
them to where they are now. The core 
people made the money that was 
used to put the copper in the ground 
and create the wireless system. Now 
they want to throw us aside,” Burandt 
said.

CUTLINE
CUTline

Communication workers hold vigil as Verizon contract expires
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Clovie Alex Kile
Clovie Alex Kile, of Euless, passed 

away Monday, August 13, 2012. He 
was born December 28, 1942 in 
Diboll, Texas to Clovie Robert Kile 
and Inez Lazelle Raye. Clovie served 
in the Army, and subsequently was 

employed as a 
supervisor and 
painter in the 
construction 
industry. He is 
survived by his 
wife, Darlene 
Douglas Kile 
o f  E u l e s s ; 

daughters, Deborah Tabor and 
Angela Winsett of Euless, and Jessica 
Garringer of Irving; grandchildren, 
Leslie Neice of Ohio; Lindsay Kile, 
Connor Garringer, Raelei Garringer 
of Irving; and Brandon Flores, 
Joseph Kile, and Elizabeth Winsett 
of Euless; and great granddaughter, 
Landry Neice of Ohio; brothers, 
Willard Kile of Justin and Willis Kile 
of Sherman. A funeral service was 
held Thursday, August 16, 2012 in 
Brown’s Memorial Chapel at 1:00 PM, 
followed by interment at Dallas/Fort 
Worth National Cemetery in Dallas 
at 2:30 PM. 

The family received friends on 
Wednesday, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM at the funeral home.

NOTICES

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OBITUARIES
Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242.
Maurice “Bud” Nichols, 79
March 30, 1933 - August 9, 2012

Kenneth Wayne Palmer, 78
June 23, 1934 - August 8, 2012

Hurd Timmons Bennett, Sr., 67
January 16, 1945 - August 11, 2012

James Burt Achee, 92
March 27, 1920 - August 14, 2012

Arrangements made by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 

972-259-7644.
Mike “Johnny” Valdez, 56
April 19, 1956 - August 13, 2012

Frances Earlene Fisher, age 76
April 8, 1936 - August 10, 2012
Rogelio Henandez Jr., 22
April 17, 1990 - August 12, 2012

Roxanne Ellis, 53
October 8, 1953 - August 14, 2012

Esther Cruse, 72
February 14, 1940 - August 16, 2012

Phillip Frederick, 78
July 22, 1934 - August 14, 2012
Edward Zwanzinger, 79

August 20, 1934 - August 12, 2012
Evarista Barajas Porras, 75
October 26, 1936 - August 15, 2012

 Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 

972-579-1313.
Alyne Beam Moyer, 90

February 12, 1922 – August 11, 2012

Caroline Clements, 68
December 20, 1943 – August 13, 2012

Olivia Contreras, 48
June 14, 1964 – August 13, 2012

Arrangements made by 
Restland Coppell Chapel, 

972.745.1638
Bertha Faye Hatcher, 90

December 24, 1921- August 11, 2012

OBiTUARiES: To have an obituary no-
tice printed in the Irving Rambler, please 
contact Tammy Pompa at 972-870-1992

found us, and we were just really 
glad,” Story said.

Although Story does not know 
the exact circumstances surrounding 
the pantry’s selection, she was willing 
to field a guess.

“I think the reason why we were 
chosen is because they really identi-
fied with our tag line, ‘It’s not a hand 
out, it’s a hand up,’” Story said. “We 
will help Irving families when they 
are struggling financially, but it’s not 
ongoing, it’s not long-term. We just 
help during that crisis but not by en-
abling them and not doing everything 
for them. Some of Glenn Beck’s prior 
blog entries have really focused on 
that principle.”

Even though Mercury One’s do-
nation came was extremely helpful, 
the food will not go particularly far.

“Forty-thousand pounds will 
last about two weeks,” Story said 

glumly. “We need 81,000 pounds per 
month. When you think about how 
much food it takes, it’s a very, very 
big number.”

Story went on to reiterate that 
because food is relatively expensive 
per pound, pantries are aided in their 
mission almost more by monetary 
donations than they are by foodstuffs, 
which they can buy at a much lower 
price through avenues not available 
to private individuals.

“Depending on how big your 
kids are and how much they eat, our 
food orders [about a week’s worth of 
food] have about 85 pounds of gro-
ceries in them, and the average price 
of groceries in that is about $160, but 
we have these other ways of purchas-
ing – through the North Texas Food 
Bank or our retail arrangements – we 
can get it for about $70.” 

Despite the donations it re-
ceives, Irving Cares still spends a 
substantial amount of money at the 
grocery store every week in order to 
stock its pantry.

“The things that were in that 
food order were cereal, canned veg-
etables, apple juice – which we rarely 
have – pasta, rice and beans. There 
are all those things we don’t have. 
We spent $6,000 at the grocery store 
today; it’s a huge number. Our bud-
get this year for food expenses that 
we purchase outside of donations 
is $200,000. That includes a lot of 
perishables like milk, margarine and 
ground beef – things that will never 
come in on a food drop.” 

Food banks and pantries will 
tell you that they are fighting a battle 
that does not look hopeful. Although 
they are not losing yet, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to keep their 
shelves stocked with the foods nec-
essary to provide nutritionally bal-
anced meals. They have more beans 
and corn than they know what to do 
with, but you cannot properly feed 
children with just that. Donations 
like Mercury One’s are fortuitous, but 
alone they are too little, too few and 
far between to go it alone.

Irving Cares
Continued from Page 1

The City of Irving, in partnership 
with Key Life Homes, is set to begin 
construction on new single-family 
residences on Tudor Lane. 

The launch of construction starts 
a new chapter for the Lamar/Brown 
neighborhood. Federal grant fund 
assistance is available for qualified 
first-time homebuyers. Fourteen 
single-family attached and 13 single-
family detached homes will be avail-
able for purchase. 

The new homes will feature 
three bedrooms and two bathrooms. 

Each energy-efficient home will be 
approximately 1,300 square feet with 
a rear-entry two-car garage, Energy 
Star appliances, vaulted ceilings and 
tall kitchen cabinets. Buyers will have 
the opportunity to customize some of 
the housing features, such as carpet-
ing and paint colors.

“The redevelopment of Irving’s 
Tudor Lane area presents a great 
opportunity for families looking for a 
safe, reinvigorated place to live,” said 
Community Resources Director Chris 
Hooper. “This is a unique chance 

for residents to take advantage of a 
federally funded program that helps 
provide a brighter future for Irving.”

Seminars are planned to edu-
cate prospective buyers about the 
program, qualification requirements 
and eligibility for assistance. The 
seminars are set for 2 to 3 p.m. at 
125 N. MacArthur Blvd., on Sep. 8, 
15, 22 and 29.

Reservations are required. To 
sign up, visit www.irealty.us.com or 
call (214) 396-4071.

Source: City of Irving

Texas is known for the motto 
“drive friendly,” but this August, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) says that won’t be enough.

In unveiling the new “Drive 
Friendly. Drive Safe.” campaign, 
TxDOT hopes the updated message 
will reach drivers and reduce the 
thousands of crashes and deaths on 
Texas roads every year. The cam-
paign highlights some of the driving 
behaviors that continue to cause 
issues on our roadways: the need for 
drivers to pay attention to pedestri-
ans, bicyclists and work zones, while 
also remembering to adjust their 
speed to the road conditions.

Each year, Texas sees high num-
bers of crashes and fatalities involv-
ing pedestrians and bicyclists; in fact, 

in 2011, vehicles struck thousands of 
pedestrians and bicyclists resulting 
in 418 pedestrian fatalities and 45 
bicyclist fatalities. These statistics, 
combined with 14,617 work zone 
crashes resulting in 115 deaths, has 
prompted TxDOT’s effort.

“As students return to school 
and throughout the year, remem-
ber to watch for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. There’s no better time to 
remind drivers to get back-to-basics 
when it comes to safety on our roads,” 
said Carol Rawson, director, Traffic 
Operations Division of TxDOT. “We 
also want to remind our fellow Tex-
ans that TxDOT works year round 
to improve roads with upgrades and 
repairs; this work results in changing 
conditions on roadways, which is why 

it’s extremely important for drivers to 
remain alert at all times.”

Nationally, traffic safety is-
sues continue to cause injuries and 
fatalities as well. In 2010, 4,280 
pedestrians were killed and an es-
timated 70,000 were injured in 
traffic crashes in the United States. 
On average, a pedestrian was killed 
every 123 minutes and injured every 
eight minutes in traffic crashes. At 
the same time, 68 bicyclists were 
killed in the U.S. and an additional 
52,000 were injured in motor vehicle 
crashes in 2010.

 “The best way to drive friend-
ly—the Texas way—is to drive safe 
and consider others on the road,” 
Rawson said.

Source: Texas Dept. of Transportation

Dallas Stars generously support Irving Cares
Irving families receiving milk and groceries from the Irving Cares 

food pantry will be eating courtesy of the Dallas Stars Foundation. Their 
recent $10,000 grant will be used to provide nutritious fresh foods for 
families in need. 

Irving Cares provides families in need with a nutritionally balanced 
grocery order. In the past fiscal year, over 8,300 families (more than 5,300 
children) received emergency groceries through Irving Cares. Foods such 
as milk, eggs, and meat ensure that physical development is healthy and 
stable. Irving Cares must purchase most perishable items since they are 
rarely donated. Funds received through the Dallas Stars Foundation will 
help fill this need. The price of food continues to increase, and the need 
for this important program has not declined.

“In order to provide fresh milk in every grocery order, we spend over 
$26,000 per year. We are proud of our partnership with the Dallas Stars 
Foundation.” said Teddie Story, Irving Cares Chief Executive Officer. 

Source: Irving Cares

Driving friendly is not enough, drive safe too

New homes to be available on Tudor Lane
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NOTICE

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

Furnished executive offices (Irving)
All inclusive, rates starting at 

$350/month.
Virtual offices, conference rooms 

and day offices available. 
Please call for details 972.445.4100
leasing@dfwbusinesscenters.com

CALLiNG ALL:
iRViNG HiGH SCHOOL

1972 CLASSMATES
We are gathering information for our 

40th reunion and need your help!
Please go to the following link and sign up! 

Spread the word! We are looking 
forward to seeing everyone!

http://www.ihs72.info/

OFFiCE HELP NEEDED 
MUST BE BILINGUAL

FOR DETAILS CALL (409)330-2000

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

EXPENDABLES 2    R
1:10    3:55    7:15    10:10

* SPARKLE    PG13
1:15    4:10    7:10    10:00

PARANORMAN 3D    PG
3:05    7:35

PARANORMAN 2D    PG
12:50    5:20    9:50

* THE BOURNE LEGACY    PG13
12:30    1:00    3:30    4:00    6:30    7:00    

9:30    10:00

TED    R
9:55

ODD LIFF OF
TIMIOTHY GREEN    PG
12:45    3:45    6:45    9:45

* THE CAMPAIGN    R
12:35    2:45    4:55    7:05    9:15

* HOPE SPRINGS    PG13
12:55    3:25    6:55    9:20

* TOTAL RECALL    PG13
1:40    4:30    7:20    10:05

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES    PG13
12:45    2:00    4:15    5:30    7:45

ICE AGE
CONTINENTAL DRIFT 2D    PG

12:30    2:50    5:15    7:35* - Fully Restricted
# - No Passes

Day camp
Autistic children 
experience a summer 
tradition at Woodall 
Kids Summer Camp

By Sissy Courtney
Summer camp is all about hav-

ing fun, learning new skills and 
growing as a person. Summer camp 
for children with autism and devel-
opmental challenges fit those criteria.

Autistic children struggle in 
varying degrees with cognitive, social, 
and communication skills. Studies 
show that one in every 88 children 
is autistic, and autism is four times 
more common in boys than girls. 
It does not discriminate based on 
a child’s racial, ethnic or social cir-
cumstances.

For most autistic children, sum-
mer camp is out of the question, 
but Woodall Kids Summer Camp in 
Irving offered six camps with camp-
ers ranging in age from 18 months to 
12 years old. All of their camps were 
filled to capacity.

“Beach Camp was for the young-
est children age 18 months to just 
over 3 years old, and Survivor Camp 
was for 10 to 12 year olds,” said 
Bethany Covington, Assistant Direc-
tor of Outreach for the Brent Woodall 
Foundation for Exceptional Children. 
A preschool readiness camp served 
children ages three to six years old.

“We had a fantastic summer,” 
Covington said.“All of our camps 
were extremely successful. We put a 
lot of work into developing the cur-
riculum but also in decorating the 
rooms in really fun ways. Every camp 
had a theme.” 

FOCUSED LEARNINg
“Our camp that focused on cop-

ing skills for children with anxiety 
had the Garden theme incorporating 
flower and trees and outdoor things 
that are relaxing,” Covington said. 
“We had music playing with birds 
chirping. 

“Beach Camp for the youngest 
children focused on peer interaction, 
developing communication skills, 
and following simple directions.

“Preschool camp focused on 
school related goals such as knowing 
when to raise your hand, waiting to 
be called on, and taking turns. 

“Survivor Camp focused on 
developing social goals for kids 10 
to 12 like what to do when you’re 
feeling left out or how to respond to 
a friend when you’re not sure what 
to say,” she said. “We did it all with 
an island theme. When they walked 
in, there was a huge hut in the room 
with grass all over it. They had a tribal 
meeting each afternoon. We tried re-
ally hard to make it much more than 
just a social group. It was actually 
camp for them.

“Not all of our children are go-
ing to have the opportunity to go to 
ordinary camp, so we want to make 
sure that when they come here it is 
different and exciting. Most of them 
are really tired when they go home, 
but they’re really excited to come 
back the next day.”

Carley Waltenburg, a board 
certified behavioral analyst, oversees 
programming and said the older 
campers sometimes balk at coming.

“Most of our older kids think 
that social skills camp is really dorky 
and lame, so we have to do an extra 
good job of making sure it’s really 
fun and cool, so they don’t say next 
year, ‘Mom, I don’t want to go,’” 
Waltenburg said. “The decorations 
help make it look more like camp and 
less like a therapy session.”

OUTDOOR FUN
“We incorporate a lot of games, 

and all of the camps had some sort 
of outdoor activity that included the 
sprinklers,” Waltenburg said. “They 
got into their swimsuits and played in 
water or sandboxes and other things 
that were really fun, but at the same 
time, they were working on their 
goals. Maybe they had to share the 
shovel while in the sand, or they had 
to take turns running through the 
sprinklers. These are all goals that 
we work on but in a fun and exciting 
environment.”

Covington agreed.
“It is always our goal to make 

therapy fun, and in a week long camp 
we can do that to a much greater 
degree than we can in a three-hour 
session,” she said. “We’re able to 
incorporate the entire group in this 
grand activity as opposed to one 
child going outside and playing in 
the water hose. It becomes more of 

a social focus.” 

FINDINg bALANCE
“We try to find a balance be-

tween working on developing dif-
ficult social skills and going outside 
and doing more sensory type things 
while incorporating fine motor and 
gross motor skills,” Covington said.

“We especially emphasize sen-
sory activity for the younger children. 
Some of them are very hesitant to 
participate, so it can become a goal. 
At Beach Camp for the youngest 
group, their island time was a sand 
table. We also had a time they would 
play with shaving cream on a table. 

“Day one, only two of my kids 
would even touch the shaving cream. 
By day four, all of them did it,” she 
said. “They had boats in it, and it 
became a really fun activity. The goal 
was not to make sure they touched 
shaving cream today.” 

Playing with shaving cream and 
other activities had a purpose beyond 
fun and games.

gOALS
“We had generalized goals but 

also individualized goals for each 
child,” Covington said.“One child 
might be fine touching the shaving 
cream, but they needed to focus on 
their play skills. The goal for that 
child was to pick up the boat, make 
noises, and recognize that this is to 
be played with. The child next to him 
might need to focus on that sensory 
aspect, being willing to touch new 
things or to communicate that they 
do not want to do that. 

“The next child might be focus-
ing more on the social aspect of it by 
being willing to stand next to their 
peers or to pick up some shaving 
cream and to share it with another 
child in the group. Giving back and 
forth is a skill. Another child might 
be focusing on learning to ask for 
the boat so that they can have a turn 
and hand it back and forth. These 
are things that our children struggle 
with. Beyond having a language bar-
rier, they have trouble reciprocating 
physically.”

Teachers recorded data on skills 
the campers learned including eye 
contact with peers, eye contact in 
response to their name, and response 
when someone handed them an item. 
Teachers took notes on whether stu-
dents understood simple directions 
such as ‘Here you go’ and ‘Give that 
to me.’ They took data based on a 
child’s response to adults and their 
response to peers.

FINDINg A VOICE
“Three of our camps had chil-

dren who were completely non-
verbal and did not speak at all,” 
Covington said.“At beach camp, we 
only had two children who did speak, 
and they were both the typically de-
veloping campers. The other children 
in the room did not have any verbal 
language that was functionally com-
municated. 

“Four could make verbal sounds 
and did consistently, but the other 
three weren’t making any sounds. We 
used a lot of pictures, a lot of icons, 
and incorporated our speech in a way 
that they could respond to us in an 
appropriate way that involved their 
friends. One of the great times that we 
got to practice that was during Show 
and Tell. Since we were preparing for 
school types of things, we had Show 
and Tell every day. 

“For the children who were non-
verbal, we had pictures available,” 
she said. “One day, the children 
brought animals for zoo day. The 
teachers had pictures and colors 
available able to help the non-verbal 

children say, ‘Today I brought a red 
bird.’ We helped them by saying, 
“Hi, friends. I brought a red bird’ and 
helped them by being their voice. It’s 
been extremely successful because 
they’re participating in all the fun 
activities, but they’re also participat-
ing very actively in the curriculum. 

PEER MODELS
“All of the camps involved typi-

cally developing peer models,” Cov-
ington said. “Beach Camp had three 
peer models. One of them had Downs 
Syndrome, and the other two were 
typically developing children.”

“It’s really helpful to have some 
typically developing peers to model 
skills,” Covington said. “When we 
went outside, we would split into two 
groups, each with a peer model, who 
showed the other kids how to play 
with sand or whatever activity we 
did. The peer models would be told 
to interact with each other. Even the 
very young peer models were good at 
the skills being taught such as giving 
items and taking items on command. 

“Sometimes the campers are 
able to imitate their peer models 
independently or other times with 
prompts from the teachers,” Cov-
ington said. “Some children need 
to learn to put their hand out when 
somebody says, ‘Here you go.’

SUCCESS
“Sometimes, the children don’t 

show us what they know or are 
learning, perhaps because of the 
size of the group or other dynamics, 
but when they go home, they show 
they actually did learn something,” 
Waltenburg said.

“In Beach Camp, we worked 
on ‘Put it away’ and ‘Give it to me,’ 
and another thing we did every day 
was to have each student hold up a 
poster of the sun and sing ‘Oh, Mr. 
Sun-Sun, Mr. Sun-Sun!’” Covington 
said. “Many of those children didn’t 
sing with me, but they would hold up 
their sun and shake it around. One 
of the moms emailed me that Friday 
after camp.

“Cleaning up the table was 
something we worked on at camp. 
She said since her son had learned 
the instructions of ‘Put that away,’ 
he had every day taken his plate and 
put it on the sink. After putting his 
plate away on Friday, he held up his 
placemat and started singing ‘Oh, Mr. 
Sun -Sun, Oh, Mr. Sun-Sun!’

“His mother was elated that he 
had learned both of those skills, to put 
things away and to give things to her 
when she asked,” Covington said.“It 
was so encouraging to me because 
when I looked around and nobody 
was singing, I started to wonder if the 
activity was beneficial to them. But 
for this child who never participated 
in that song during camp, to go home 
and feel comfortable to share that 
with his mom, was very encouraging.”

cutline
cutline

In an era of negative news, 
the efforts of people who volunteer 
in their communities often go un-
noticed. Some of those unsung 
heroes are students in the Dallas 
County Community College District 
(DCCCD) who demonstrate their 
ability to serve as role models because 
they are making a difference where 
they live and go to school.

Some have served as camp 
leaders, writers and photographers; 
others have volunteered their time 
at food books, churches, homeless 
shelters and other places where their 
talents help children and adults. They 
have inspired other students, as well 
as DCCCD staff; as a result, eight 
students have been named 2012-
2013 LeCroy Scholarship recipients 
by the DCCCD Foundation for their 
outstanding leadership and academic 
achievements.

The program honors DCCCD’s 
former chancellor, Dr. R. Jan LeCroy. 
Students selected as LeCroy Scholars 
receive full tuition and books for up 
to four semesters. Selected DCCCD 
students receive full tuition and 
books per semester for the remaining 
period of their two-year program. All 

recipients may attend any one of the 
district’s seven colleges: Brookhaven, 
Cedar Valley, Eastfield, El Centro, 
Mountain View, North Lake or 
Richland.

The scholarship recipients, the 
colleges they attend and their chosen 
fields of study are:

Cornelius Allen of Irving, El 
Centro College, computer science;

Laura Anne Farmer of Dallas, El 
Centro College, English;

Erica Furgeson of Garland, 
Brookhaven College, biology/radi-
ology;

Tonychris Nnaka of Garland, 
Brookhaven College, nursing;

Fabiola Resendiz of Dallas, East-
field College, criminal justice;

Tina Tip of Carrollton, Brookhav-
en College, human resources;

Annie Ruth Warth of Irving, El 
Centro College, art; and

Cody Wells of Rowlett, Eastfield 
College, architecture.

One other DCCCD student is a 
returning 2011-2012 LeCroy Scholar: 
Christian Ramirez.

Source: Dallas County Community 

College District

REAL ESTATE

DCCCD honors area scholars, leaders
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Classifieds
(972) 870-1992

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Irving Flood Control District, Section III, will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate 
for the tax year 2012 on September 10, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. at 201 Red River Trail, Irving, 
Texas 75063.  Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change 
in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other 
property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal:  Kim Andres
   Chris Calvery
    Mazhar Islamraja
    William Correa
AGAiNST the proposal: 
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT:  Chris Wallace

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit 
last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

      Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)  $0.134 / $100 $0.139219 / $100
          Adopted      Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.005219
Percentage increase in rates        3.9%
Average appraised value  $236,115  $234,915
General exemptions available
     (excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
       person’s exemptions)   41,510  40,649
Average taxable value  194,605  194,266
Tax on average residence homestead $260.77  $270.46
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
     proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $9.69
     and percentage of increase (+/-)  3.7%

NOTiCE OF TAXPAYERS’ RiGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTiON

 If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the 
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine 
whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under 
Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

DALLAS COUNTY UTILITY AND RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER DESIGNATION
OF AN AREA AS REINVESTMENT ZONE #37 PURSUANT TO

TEXAS TAX CODE, CHAPTER 312, AND OTHER RELEVANT STATUTES.

 The Board of Directors of Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District does hereby 
give notice that a public hearing will be considered on the 12th day of September, 2012, at 
8:30 a.m. o’clock at the following location:

850 E. Las Colinas Blvd.
Irving, TX   75039

for the purpose of considering the designation of the hereinafter described property as 
Reinvestment Zone #37 pursuant to the Texas Tax Code, Chapter 312 and other relevant 
statutes:

Legal Description:
1501 West Royal Lane

5.9031 Acres
Irving, Texas 75039

 The Board of Directors, at the same meeting, will consider entering into a Tax Abate-
ment Agreement with State Bank of Texas/US Oncology Corporate, Inc.

 At the hearing, all interested persons shall be entitled to speak and present evidence 
for or against the designation.

 Any party desiring additional information relative to the hearing may contact Kenneth 
R. Heffley, Tax Collector for Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District at 972-556-0625, 
ext, 25.

 Executed this 15th day of August, 2012.
     Kenneth R. Heffley
     Tax Collector
     Dallas County Utility and
     Reclamation District

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2012 on September 12, 2012, at 8:30 a.m. at 850 East Las Colinas 
Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039.  Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on 
the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of 
all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal:  Danny C. Opitz
    Robert H. Power
    Charles Cotten
    Steve Bronner
    Jeff Courtwright
AGAiNST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT:  None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit 
last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

      Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)  $2.122 / $100 $1.87558 / $100
         Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  ($0.24642 / $100)
Percentage decrease in rates         (11.6%)
Average appraised value  $411.120  $410,606
General exemptions available
     (excluding senior citizen’s or disabled
       person’s exemptions)         *          *
Average taxable value         *          *
Tax on average residence homestead        *          *
Annual increase / decrease in taxes if
     proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)         *
     and percentage of decrease (+/-)     (11.6%)

* Single Family residential homesteads built within the District are eligible for an abatement 
exemption on all taxable improvements for a term of up to 50 years.  The current percentage 
exemption is 92% of appraised value.

NOTiCE OF TAXPAYERS’ RiGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTiON

 If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, the 
qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine 
whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under 
Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0011
ZONING CLASSIFICATION - S-P-1 (R-AB)

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9366

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-DINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
ESPANITA ADDITION AND LOCATED AT 3425 GRANDE BULE-
VAR, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT 
A ATTACHED HERETO; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE 
OF SAID PROPERTY FROM C-C COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT USE TO S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF 
THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DE-TERMINING THAT THE 
CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COM-PREHENSIVE PLAN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF 
ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR 
SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0032
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – C-OU-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9367

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-DINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OUT OF THE S. P. 
MONTGOMERY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 889, AND LOCATED 
AT 230 NORTH IRVING HEIGHTS DRIVE, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
R-MF-2 MULTIFAMILY DISTRICT USE TO C-OU-2 COMMERCIAL 
OUTDOOR DISTRICT USE OF ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PROVID-
ING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE 
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AT-
TACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER 
PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DE-TERMINING THAT 
THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COM-PREHENSIVE 
PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTER-
EST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING THE ENTIRE ORDINANCE SHALL BE INVALID IF 
ANY WORD, PHRASE, CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH OR 
SECTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS HELD TO BE INVALID AND 
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, on August 9, 2012.

BETH VAN DUYNE - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - Acting City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson - City Attorney

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0019
ZONING CLASSIFI-CATION – S-P-1

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9356

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-DINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
ARBY’S SUBDIVISION AND LOCATED AT 200 EAST IRVING 
BOULEVARD, MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN 
THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE 
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT 
USE FOR RESTAURANT WITH SIGNS UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 
1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR 
RESTAURANT WITH SIGNS UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGU-LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO OR-
DINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE 
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS 
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PRO-
VIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ZONING CASE NO. ZC12-0029
ZONING CLASSIFI-CATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-9357

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964 
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING OR-DINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE 
MCKINNEY & WILLIAMS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1069, AND 
LOCATED AT 3612 NORTH BELT LINE ROAD, MORE FULLY AND 
COMPLETELY DE-SCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO; 
ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM 
S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT FOR C-C USES UNDER ORDINANCE 
NO. 1144, AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE 
FOR C-C AND RECYCLING COLLECTION CENTER USES 
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE 
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU¬LATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZON-
ING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING 
ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE; DE-
TERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COM-PREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT 
IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF IRVING, TEXAS, on July 26, 2012.

BETH VAN DUYNE - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - Acting City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Charles R. Anderson - City Attorney

NOTiCE OF PUBLiC HEARiNGS
PROPOSED ZONiNG CHANGES 

CiTY OF iRViNG PLANNiNG AND ZONiNG
COMMiSSiON AND CiTY COUNCiL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amend-
ments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Of-
ficial Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties 
described herein:

LOCATiON, DATES & TiMES OF PUBLiC HEAR-
iNGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: Tuesday, September 
4, 2012, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, September 6, 2012, 7 p.m.

ZONiNG CASE ZC12-0035: Approx-imately 14.6 
acres at 5200 N. O’Connor Rd. 
The request is to rezone the property from TOD (Transit-Oriented 
Devel-opment) District to TOD (Transit-Oriented Development) 
District to allow a mixed use development which includes multi-
family, retail, restaurant and related uses.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hear-
ings and express their opinions on the zoning change request.  
Written response for the record may also be submitted to: 

City of irving – Dept. of Develop-ment Services, 
825 W. irving Blvd., irving, TX 75060.

The application is on file for public review in Department of 
Development Services at the address listed above during nor-
mal business hours.  For additional information, please contact 
the Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case 
number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking 
spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the 
meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 
for assistance.

Notice of Public 
Foreclosure Sale

Property: Miscellaneous household goods belonging 
to: Bill Eady, Warren Oliver Investments, LTD, Design 
Classics One, LLC

Sale Date:  8/29/2012

Time of Sale:  10:00 AM

Place of Sale: 460 W Mockingbird Ln. Dallas, TX. 
75247

The CiTY OF iRViNG, Texas will receive sealed responses 
in the Purchasing Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the 
date and time below and will open responses at the same location 
for the following item:

1. RFP# 197M-12F Digital in-Car
Audio VideoSystem

Due Date: 9/4/12 @ 3 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 8/23/12 and 8/24/12 

@ 9 a.m.
2. iTB# 196M-12F Prisoner Food

for City of irving Jail Facility
Due Date: 9/6/12 @ 3 p.m.

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation 
number and due date on the envelope. Late responses cannot be 
accepted. Information may be found at www.cityofirving.org 
click Departments/ Purchasing Phone: 972.721.2631

STATE OF MiCHiGAN
Dickson 

JUDiCiAL DiSTRiCT

CASE NO. D12-017150-Ni
705 South Sephenson Ave.

Iron Mountain, MI 49801
(906) 774-0988

Defendant:
Jose Angel Lozano

2016 Estrada Pkwy #202
Irving, TX 75061

Plaintiff:
Marian Lucille Hudson

N1838 Hupp Road
Vulcan, MI 49892

Plaintiff’s Attorney:
Nancy B. Finch (P39267)
Andrea Mashak (P74078)

115 West C Street
Iron Mountain, MI 49801

(906) 779-1587
iT iS ORDERED: You are being sued in this 
court by the plaintiff for negligence seeking 
monetary damages. You must file your answer 
or take other action permitted by law in this 
court at the court address above on or before 
September 12, 2012. If you fail to do so, a 
default judgement may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the complaint filed 
in this case

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle i - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

Los Lupes
3644 Irving Mall

 irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 iRViNG
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Once you start petting LucyLuLu, her 
whole body wriggles with joy! About 5 
years old, she is a healthy sweet-
heart of a girl, who already knows 
basic commands, loves to play, and 
is housebroken. She is great on 
walks and enjoys checking everything 
out around her. LucyLuLu came from 
a family that no longer had the room 
to keep her - she gets on well with 
others. Looking for a good dog? Here 
is one who will blossom in your home!

Hi my name is Fender(yes like the 
famous guitar.) I am an adorable, 4 
month old, small brown and white 
tabby female.  I want to strum my way 
into your house for my first forever 
home. I get along well with everyone, 
and love to play and snuggle. My purr 
is just awesome! Please come by 
soon, so we will live happily ever after.

DOWN

1. LANGUAGE: In English 
slang, what is a jumper?
2. LITERATURE: What au-
thor used the pen name Ellis 
Bell? 
3. SUPERHEROES: Who 
was the Green Hornet’s side-
kick?
4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
capital of Laos?
5. MUSIC: The film “Rhapso-

dy in Blue” was a biographical 
movie about what composer?
6. MOVIES: Who wrote the 
music score to the movie 
“Jaws”?
7. AD SLOGANS: “You can 
trust your car to the man 
who wears the star” was an 
advertising slogan of what 
company?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What was the original name 
of the island that is home to 
the Statue of Liberty?
9. TELEVISION: What sport 
is featured in the series “Fri-
day Night Lights”?

10. RELIGION: What is the 
color of the skullcaps worn 
by Catholic bishops?

Answers
1. A sweater
2. Emily Bronte
3. Kato
4. Vientiane
5. George Gershwin
6. John Williams
7. Texaco
8. Bedloe’s Island
9. High school football
10. PurpleInc.

• Poet T.S. Eliot made 
the following sage observa-
tion: “Immature poets imi-
tate; mature poets steal.”

• Each fingernail on the 
Statue of Liberty is nearly a 
foot long.

• Filmmaker George Lu-
cas is arguably best known for 
his “Star Wars” franchise, but 
he also directed “American 
Graffiti.” During the mak-

ing of that earlier film, he 
designated each reel of film 
with an R before the reel’s 
number, and each instance of 
dialog was prefixed with a D. 
At one point during the sound 
mixing, the sound designer 
needed to use Reel 2, Dialog 
2, and so asked for “R2D2.” 
Lucas liked the sound of it so 
much that he used it for the 
name of a robot character in 
his later work.

• You can tell a cranberry 
is ripe when it can be dribbled 
like a basketball.

• Have you ever heard 
of a woman named Thel-

ma Pickles? Unless you’re a 
somewhat obsessive fan of 
the Beatles, probably not. 
She was John Lennon’s first 
girlfriend. 

• If you’re a vegetarian, 
you’re part of the 3 percent 
of American adults who shun 
meat. In India, though, you’d 
be part of a much larger mi-
nority; nearly a third of the 
population of that country is 
vegetarian.

• You may be surprised 
to learn that the pound sign 
is officially known as an oc-
tothorpe. 
(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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“Provided in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

Irving Chamber’s Chris Wallace Earns ACCE 
Executive Certification

The American Chamber of Com-
merce Executives (ACCE) has desig-
nated Chris Wallace, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Greater Irving-Las Coli-
nas Chamber of Commmerce, Certified 
Chamber Executive (CCE). The CCE 
is the only national certification for 
chamber professionals. The announce-
ment was made Aug. 2nd at ACCE’s 
annual convention in Louisville, Ky.

“The applicants who are designat-
ed CCEs rightfully earn this outstand-
ing recognition through hard work, 
countless hours of dedication to their 
field, and leadership of their chambers 
to achieve their missions. We applaud 
this year’s recipients and are proud to 
have them join a long tradition of pro-
fessional excellence,” says John MacMartin, CCE, president and CEO of 
Minot Area (ND) Chamber and CCE Commission chairman.

Chris Wallace was one of 12 chamber executives in the nation who 
earned the CCE designation this year. The CCE program is designed to 
assess and test the applicant’s knowledge of the core chamber manage-
ment areas: management, planning and development, membership and 
communication, and operations. Candidates are required to submit an 
application outlining their professional achievements and activities, pre-
pare a written presentation, complete an intensive interview by a panel 
of CCEs, and pass a comprehensive four-hour examination. Since the 
program was initiated more than 40 years ago, only about 520 individu-
als have earned this highest designation in the profession.

500 Additional Call Center Jobs Available in Irving
Aegis Global is a global business services and experience manage-

ment company that helps global brands deliver improved consumer 
experiences via effective back office support. Aegis’s culture is unique 
in terms of recognizing its employees as the foundation of its success.

With a call center in Irving, Aegis recent announced 500 new job 
openings extensively for Call Center Customer Service and Sales Reps.

Requirements:
Minimum qualifications include:
• High school diploma or G.E.D;
• At least one (1) year of previous call center experience
• At least (6) months – 1 year of Customer Service Experience
• Previous Health care / Energy / Collections industry experience 

preferred
• Bi-lingual English/Spanish preferred
Interested applicants should walk in for the Application / Assess-

ment / Interview process this week 9:00am – 5:00pm at 8001 Bent 
Branch Drive, Irving TX 75063.

PHOTO GALLERY
Rambler
To see more photos or purchase 
prints, go to the photo gallery at 

www.irvingrambler.com or scan the code.

Even ExchangeHigh —

THEY WERE THERE FOR YOUR FAMILY… 

WILL YOU BE THERE FOR THEIRS?  
BE A HERO TO THE CHILD OF A FIREFIGHTER  
SUPPORT THE FIRE FOUNDATION EDUCATIONAL FUND TODAY!  
EDUCATING THE CHILDREN OF CITY OF IRVING FIRST RESPONDERS AND STAFF  

JOIN US AT THE FIREFIGHTERS’ BALL
BENEFITTING THE IFF EDUCATION FUND 

SEPTEMBER 22ND  
FOUR SEASONS RESORT & CLUB  

Tickets $125 per person 
Small business and corporate sposnorships available! Call today! 
To find out more visit us online at irvingfirefightersball.com 
or contact monica at 214.755.8711  monica@irvingfirefoundation.org

CAN’T ATTEND BUT WANT TO HELP? GO TO IRVINGFIREFOUNDATION.ORG AND CLICK ON DONATE    

THEY WERE THERE FOR YOUR FAMILY… 

WILL YOU BE THERE FOR THEIRS?  
BE A HERO TO THE CHILD OF A FIREFIGHTER  
SUPPORT THE FIRE FOUNDATION EDUCATIONAL FUND TODAY!  
EDUCATING THE CHILDREN OF CITY OF IRVING FIRST RESPONDERS AND STAFF  

JOIN US AT THE FIREFIGHTERS’ BALL
BENEFITTING THE IFF EDUCATION FUND 

SEPTEMBER 22ND  
FOUR SEASONS RESORT & CLUB  

Tickets $125 per person 
Small business and corporate sposnorships available! Call today! 
To find out more visit us online at irvingfirefightersball.com 
or contact monica at 214.755.8711  monica@irvingfirefoundation.org

CAN’T ATTEND BUT WANT TO HELP? GO TO IRVINGFIREFOUNDATION.ORG AND CLICK ON DONATE    

Please come 
to the 

 Business 
Owner 

Appreciation
Party

held in your 
honor!

Reader’s
Choice

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving Rambler’s

RSVP
by 5 pm

August 17th      

972-870-1992

Tuesday
August 28th

5:30 pm-
7:30 pm

Glory House
109 S. Main St.

Paranorman
Rated: PG

I am not a fan of animated films, 
so it takes a lot to grab my attention. 

I want odd char-
acters, unique as-
pects, and a story 
line that is strong 
enough for adults 
but made for 
kids. In the new 
stop motion com-
edy Paranorman, 
most of those ele-
ments are pres-
ent. Although not 
a perfect film, it is 
one that I stayed 
engaged with the 

entire time. Plus you can’t go wrong 
with zombies. They always seem to 
deliver some sort of excitement.

Middle-Schooler Norman Bab-

cock (Kodi Smit-McPhee) just wants 
to be normal. He doesn’t like the 
idea that he can see ghosts and all 
the trouble that ability has brought 
him. His parents certainly don’t un-
derstand, and all the kids think he is 
a freak. As screenwriter Chris Butler 
puts it like this when talking about 
being different, “to a kid, zombies 
are less terrifying than the kids at 
school”. At that age we just want to 
not stand out. So when Norman has 
to save his town from a long stand-
ing curse, he can no longer hide in 
the shadows but face his fears, and 
zombies, head on.

This film works not only for the 
advanced look and expert attention 
to detail, but also for all the humor 
in the script. The characters are 
visually stimulating with outland-
ish attributes. It isn’t cartoonish but 
still has the feel of old Scooby Doo 

The Awakening
Rated: R

Nothing is as classic as a good 
old fashioned ghost story. Long 
before the Freddy’s, Jason’s, and 
Michael Meyer’s took over the big 
screen scream genre, people loved 
to be scared by a worthy haunting. 
The Awakening is one such tale that 
doesn’t rely on 3rd person paranor-
mal activity or body modifying pos-
session. All it needs is an old house 
and a rumor of shadows in the night.

A boarding school in 1921’s Eng-
land (another perfect ingredient for 
chills) declares having a wandering 
spirit. The young boys swear to have 
all seen a small lad floating about. 
The administration hires the skills 
of Florence Cathcart (Rebecca Hall) 
a skeptic who not only relies on sci-
ence to explain away such foolishness 
but has written a bestselling book 
that unravels all claims. However, 
she soon begins to question her own 
beliefs and discovers things more ter-
rifying than spooky specters.

Although this film does nothing 
new, it does a fantastic job of bor-
rowing from the genre and creating a 
riveting movie. You have to be clever 

these days to craft something that will 
keep a viewer on the edge of their seat 
without falling back on the easy scare. 
Sure this one has a few of the “I know 
what is coming” moments, but it isn’t 
strictly formulaic. The set design and 
story line are enough to generate 
the imagination juices so that you 
conjure up all sorts of ideals all on 
your own. You get caught up in the 
mystery right alongside Cathcart yet 
you stay one step ahead of her with 
what you are allowed to see.

The film stars many of the fa-
miliar British faces. Imelda Staunton 
plays one of the housekeepers and 
has a lot of insight to the happenings 
going on. Dominic West is Robert 
Mallory. He not only wants to clear 
up this mysterious event but has an 
eye on the fetching Florence. Hall is 
not well known but many may re-
member her from the Woody Allen 
farce Vicky Cristina Barcelona and 
the action thriller The Town. She 
fits perfectly in the 1920’s with her 
stature and facial features. 

I give it 4.5 out of 5 dusty win-
dows. 

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow 

Productions. Used by Permission.

Animated supernatural movie works well for adults

MATT 
MUNgLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

cartoons. The film makers walk that 
line perfectly. Though created for a 
PG audience the humor is geared in 
such a way that adults get a slice of 
the pie. There are references to clas-
sic horror films and some tongue in 
cheek moments that would be lost on 
the youngsters but get us right in the 
funny bone.

There is also a strong message in 
this film about tolerance and judging 
others. It isn’t heavy handed but is 
obvious enough that it may get kids 
to think about how they treat people 
who are different. The zombies are a 
worthy allegory as we are used to see-
ing them in a scary way. This film sort 
of gives us a twist and we get to see 
the frightening aspect of human na-
ture through the eyes of the undead.

Paranorman is rated PG scary 
action and images, thematic ele-
ments, some rude humor and lan-

guage. It is safe for those 11 and up. 
If your kid is easily frightened by 
ghostly images and walking skeletons 
then you might want to take these 
things into consideration. There is 
obviously a lot that deals with curses, 
witches, and the paranormal. The 
little kid sees ghosts. Hard to get 
around that. 

One surprising element that is 
seldom seen in animated kid’s films 
is a very brief mention of one of the 
characters having an alternative life-
style. Other than those thing fans of 
Monster House and Burton animated 
films will dig this for sure. I give the 
film 3.5 out of 5 missing limbs. The 
attention to detail and eccentric 
characters elevate this movie above 
the norm.

Review copyright 2012 Mungleshow Pro-
ductions. Used by Permission.

Film revives classic horror genre
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Mosquito spray
Continued from Page 1

DART.org
214.979.1111

Explore new galaxies without even leaving the metroplex.

Open the possibilities.DART’s Orange Line to Irving-Las Colinas 

MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us August 23
to hear about: 

 The Margaret Hunt Hill 
Bridge and Dallas’ 

Trinity River Project

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

The Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every Thursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  

We are always seeking new 
individuals who want to make a 
di�erence in their community.

 

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.

M
ac

A
R

T
H

U
R

O
’C

O
N

N
O

R

B
R

IT
A

IN

L
O

O
P

 1
2

screenings and make sure the shots 
were done medically correct. There’s 
only so many kids you can get in at 
one time,” explained Barth. “We 
had a system where we gave colored 
bands for every hour whenever they 
first registered, so that if they came a 
little bit later, they could come back. 
They wouldn’t have to stay in line, 
they could show their bands when 
their appointment was.”

Besides immunizations, there 
were various organizations that came 
out in support of good health. The 
Fire Department offered free blood 
pressure monitoring (for the adults, 
mostly), and DART had a Wheel-of-
Fortune style game where kids could 
spin and win Band-Aids and other 
supplies. The Irving Family Dental 
Clinic embraced the spirit of season, 

as well, and offered free exams and 
cleanings to youngsters who qualified 
for vaccinations.

Beth Stodieck is the lead nurse 
and area coordinator for the Dallas/
Fort Worth area for Care Van, a non-
profit that specializes in providing 
free vaccinations to underprivileged 
children.

“There is a population who does 
not have the means to go to a private 
physician. Care Van goes one step 
further than most other providers 
because we charge nothing for our 
services. Most providers charge a fee 
for administration,” Stodieck said.

It is a testament to the com-
munity that it can come together to 
give kids the vaccinations they need. 
Although most of these kids have 
some form of medical coverage, none 
of it is adequate, but Irving’s citizens 
and businesses are stepping in to pick 
up the slack.

Only certain isolated areas of 
Irving have met spraying guidelines. 
When the City contacted Dallas’ 
chosen contractor to discuss aerial 
spraying, it was told those areas did 
not meet the contractor’s minimum 
threshold for spraying.

“Our data indicate the issues 
in Irving are not as widespread as 
they are in other cities,” said Walter 
Richie, Irving’s vector control admin-
istrator. “We firmly believe we can 
handle these geographically isolated 
areas ourselves. We have taken a 
vigorous approach, are continuously 
monitoring the status of our city and 
will aggressively work all areas that 
meet spraying guidelines.”

To date, the Irving has sprayed 
24 times in the areas that have met 
spraying guidelines. 

Source: City of Coppell, City of Irving

Vaccinations
Continued from Page 1

Student athletes 
receive funding 
from business 
community 
By Phil Cerroni

The alcove in the rear is stuffed 
with tables, dressers, picture frames, 
stools and a myriad of other pieces of 
furniture that are scattered around 
the floor and lining the walls in 
Big Lots. The small crowd that had 
squeezed itself in among these house-
hold goods on Aug. 11 was kibitzing 
and waiting for a large, cardboard 
check to exchange hands.

The presentation was to award 
Lamar Middle School’s LIFE (Living 
In a Functional Environment) skills 
class, which won one of two 1st place 
prizes in Lots2Give, a video contest 
sponsored by Big Lots through which 
students explained why their school 
needed money. LIFE is a special 
education class, and the program that 
needs money is their Special Olym-
pics track team, the Irving Stars.

Rick Komimski, the district 
manager for Big Lots in the Dallas 
market, was very helpful in explain-
ing the particulars of the contest.

“The schools make a video about 
why the school needs money, which 
they send to Big Lots,” Komimski 
said. “The videos are then voted on 
by the general population.”

This year there were 468,000 
votes cast in determining which 
schools around the nation would 
receive the thirty-seven cash prizes.

Kominski began the awards 
ceremony by telling the crowd about 
Big Lots’ involvement with Lots2Give

“Big Lots started the program 
about four years ago,” he said. “The 
idea is about giving back to the com-
munity, and there’s not a better way 
to give back to the community except 
to the schools and our future leaders. 
It’s the most important part – our 
kids.”

After Komimski spoke, Michelle 
Holman, Lamar’s LIFE skills teacher, 
said a few words about how far this 
video had reached.

“I was actually in Nebraska last 
week and met a coffee barista who 
was voting for us, and her whole 
coffee place was voting for us, which 
was completely random and amazing 
and really showed support,” Holman 
said.

Soon after, the $10,159 check 
was passed off, the crowd started 
picking through the assorted sweets 
that Big Lots had provided as refresh-
ments.

No one would guess Holman 
was the woman responsible for the 

day. Dressed like a suburban mom 
in black slacks and a reserved purple 
top, she was one of the few faculty or 
staff of Irving ISD who was not wear-
ing a name badge. There was nothing 
to point out that her hard work was 
one of the reasons this event was even 
happening.

But she was more than happy to 
point out how much the Irving Stars 
need this money. Although the kids 
attend Irving ISD schools and play for 
a school team, they receive absolutely 
no funding from the school system.  

“It costs $1,200 for three track 
meets a year, and we have to raise ev-
ery penny,” Holman said. “We’re not 
funded through regular ed athletics. 
We borrow uniforms from the track 
team; and the PTA donated money to 
get equipment. We wanted to find a 
way to insure for several years that 
our kids would be able to compete.”

Nimitz High School offers LIFE 
basketball and volleyball as well as 
track, but Holman says that at the 
moment, it is too expensive for either 
Lamar or Bowie.

“We want to insure that our kids 
are able to go to enough track meets 
to work.”

Vallorie Montgomery, a LIFE 
skills teacher at Bowie Middle School 
went into further detail about the dif-
ficulties facing the Stars.

“Transportation is definitely the 
most expensive thing because we 
have to hire the buses for that part of 
the day,” Montgomery said. “But it’s 
not just the necessary things that the 
school is lacking, but important spirit 
boosting elements as well.

“Every school’s that’s really 
involved and has lots of money has 
matching uniforms and a big banner 
when we have an opening parade,” 
she continued. “We’re usually carry-
ing posters.”

Patty and Miguel Martinez’ 
daughter, Zeta, runs the fifty meter 
and also plays on the softball team. 
Patty expressed how happy they 
both were about the potential of this 
award.

“This $10,000 gives them their 
first budget ever, and it’s going to 
allow them to purchase some of the 

inconsequential things that people 
take for granted when teams are put 
together,” Martinez said.

Debbie Elizondo is very happy 
that the Stars has enabled her daugh-
ter, Emma, to become an athlete.

“My daughter does two sports 
that are totally perfect for her because 
she can’t walk very well. So she does 
a 50 meter walk because she couldn’t 
do a 100 meter run or something 
like that.” Elizondo said. Emma also 
competes in the tennis ball throw.

This year, South Africa’s Oscar 
Pistorius became the first double 
amputee to compete in the Olympics. 
We are in a day and age when barriers 
between people are being overcome 
at a breathtaking rate and with an 
exhilarating energy. These students 
are doing their part to represent their 
city and to become true competitors. 

Cutline
cutline


