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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

The Most Happy Fella

7–16 Sep 2012 The “Big D” musical — featuring 
the 38-piece Lyric Stage Orchestra

Frank Loesser’s

972-252-2787 
lyricstage.org
Carpenter Hall at the Irving 
Arts Center

September 1, 2012 50¢
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No city tax hikes 
proposed for 
Irving residents
By Amanda Casanova

The City isn’t proposing hiking property taxes or 
water and sewer rates in the upcoming budget year, 
City Manager Tommy Gonzales said this week.

Gonzales said this week in a budget retreat for the 
City Council that the budget is “strategically balanced” 
and “maintains the current level of service.” The new 
budget year starts Oct. 1.

“The way we’ve operated and the way we’ve 
stayed ahead of the game is maintaining the amount 
of revenue that is necessary to pay for expenditures,” 
he told City Council members Wednesday. “That 
might seem very simple but that’s what we mean 
by a structurally balanced budget. That’s what bond 
raters look at.”

The new budget proposes keeping Irving’s prop-
erty tax rate at 59.86 cents per $100 of assessed value.

Gonzalez has also earmarked$1.7 million in the 
budget to give employees step increases. Another 
$640,000 is set aside for market adjustments for 
employees with salaries below a benchmarked 65th 
percentile of comparable positions.

By Alice Canham
There’s a comfortable array of 

tables and chairs scattered around a 
meeting room at La Cima, and dozens 
of people in business attire engaged 
in earnest conversation. But what’s 
with the “Official Timer” signs? And 
why does everyone get up and move 
to a different table every ten minutes 
or so?

Welcome to the Mega Market, 
the business-networking version of 
speed dating held on Aug. 29. Tony 
Moline is the President/CEO of the 

Coppell Chamber of Commerce, 
which oversees Mega Market.

“This is one of our many strat-
egies to help serve the business 
community,” said Moline. “We have 
about 450 members, and we’re re-
ally trying to emphasize a return on 
investment for them.

“So we put these events together 
in house. We pick the date, we pick 
the place, and we send out invita-
tions. We hope to gather 60 – 80 
business representatives at one of 

Chamber will stop
using billboard funds 
for stadium suite
By Amanda Casanova

The City will see an influx of about $400,000 
to its budget after the Greater Irving-Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce agreed to stop using revenue 
from City-owned billboards that pay for a Cowboys 
Stadium luxury suite.

The three-sided billboards at the old Texas Sta-
dium site generate about $600,000 annually through 
a contract with Clear Channel.

Under the proposed budget for the next year, 
the Chamber will instead earmark $410,000 of the 
roughly $600,000 in revenue to the City.

Public funding for the Chamber in the 2012-2013 
year is estimated to be about $1.86 million, 

“Our Chamber is deeply honored to work along-
side the City,” said Daryl Walker, Chamber chairman 
elect and president of Xeros Corporation. “This is a 

By Alice Canham
“Welcome home!” came the 

booming cry from a veteran at the 
back of the Mandalay Ballroom at 
Irving’s Omni Mandalay Hotel. The 
man he addressed was Steve Kroft, 
best known for his years as a corre-
spondent and anchor with the CBS 
program ‘Sixty Minutes’ but also an 
Army veteran of the Vietnam War. 
Kroft, who served in the information 
office of the 25th Infantry Division 
and then reported for Stars and 
Stripes was also familiar with the 
North Texas area, thanks to his stint 
here in the 1980s for CBS. 

The correspondent was the key-

note speaker as 
the Vietnam 
Veterans  o f 
America kicked 
off a week of ac-
tivities to mark 
their biennial 
National Lead-
ership Confer-
ence.

In his speech, Kroft spoke of 
the pain he and fellow servicemen 
had felt after coming home to apathy 
and abuse. 

“I thought somebody would talk 
to me,” he said, telling the story of his 

Vietnam vets’ service honored at conference

Photo by Alice Canham

Irving Mayor Pro Tem Gerald Farris presents 
VVA President John Rowan a proclamation 
celebrating the Vietnam Veterans of America’s 
biennial National Leadership Conference.

Steve Kroft

Students take 
the plunge into 
new school year
By Phil Cerroni

There is nothing that is exhila-
rating in quite the same way as being 
a student at a high school football 
game. You are on the top of the world 
as if life is a fairytale. 

Regardless of their feelings, 
however, thousands of teenagers all 
over Irving began another cycle of 
education on Aug. 27, and students 
at MacArthur High School were very 
talkative about their new experiences 
and expectations for the next nine 
months.

Kevin and Morrow were walk-
ing home from their first, and rather 
exhausting, day of high school.

“It was pretty rough, and I got 
confused a little bit getting to differ-
ent classes,” Morrow said. 

“It was kind of difficult because 
it’s a new school,” Kevin agreed with 
his friend, “but it was actually fun, be-
cause we get to meet new people, and 
we get to have fun while learning.” 

Although both boys may be a 
little wary about some aspects of 
their move to high school, they not 
only have a handful of friends from 
middle school attending MacArthur 

Mega Market brings businesses 
to the table for a ‘speed date’

Photo by Alice Canham

Area business leaders network during the Coppell Chamber’s 
Mega Market event hosted in Irving’s La Cima Club.

Frightfully fun event
Dancing the night away, teens 

and pre-teens (above) bid the summer 
a fond farewell during a back to school 
party at The Studios of Las Colinas.

Taking advantage of the studios’ 
props, young ghouls (right) experi-
ment with an electric chair.

The party, hosted by Muller Film 
& Television Education Foundation, 
had a Halloween theme because foot-
age will be used in the pilot for a new 
TV  series for youth called “Who Runs 
This Show?”

See MEGA MARKET, Page 6

See BILLBOARD, Page 7

Back-to-school 
news, notes
PAGE 10

Photos by John Starkey

See SCHOOL BEGINS, Page 4

See VIETNAM, Page 7
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Despite a struggling national 
economy, sales tax collections ticked 
up to $46.7 million, nearing the City’s 
high of $50 million back in the 2007-
2008 year, Gonzales said.

Hotel occupancy taxes are also 
up 10 percent and building permits 
jumped up about 40 percent this 
year, he said.

The council has set 10 goals for 
the budget year: promote excellence 
in land use and the image of Irving 
built and natural environment; 
nurture and promote vital, vibrant 
neighborhoods; cultivate an environ-
ment conducive to strong, successful 

economic development to enhance 
and diversify Irving’s economic 
base; set the standard for a safe and 
secure city; promote and support 
diversity in the community; promote 
effective communication among the 
community; promote excellence in 
city’s cultural, recreational and edu-
cational environments; set the stan-
dard for sound governance and fiscal 
management; enhance and sustain 
infrastructure; set the standard for 
environmental stewardship.

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE972-259-1123 

www.gloryhousecatering.com

Weekday bistro 
Mon- Fri 11 AM - 2PM — $5.95 to $8.95

Next Elvis Gospel Brunch 
Sept. 2: $40 VIP — 10:30 AM and 
$25 Regular brunch — 11:30 AM

Closed Saturday and Sunday 
for private events CATERING 

to your home, corporation, or venue!
    Our venue transforms to host your event 

on site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

CLOSED for Labor Day

customerservice@angelsandmoore.com

FABRIC STORE

Gift Shop Items up to

NEW
ADDRESS

118 W. Irving Blvd.,
Irving  TX 75060
(972) 579-0535

SIDEWALK 

SALE 
Saturday, Sept. 8th
10am-3pm

OFF50%

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Rambler is Copyrighted 2012

Director  Stacey Starkey  
Publisher  John Starkey 
Circulation Manager 214-676-1145 Tammy Pompa   
Sales Manager  Jeana Aguirre  
Sales  Margaret Lopez Ruth Medcalf
   Kristina Nielson Bob Toler
  

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
materials submitted become the property of The Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as ad-
vertising, does not constitute endorsement. The Rambler 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertising.  The 
Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not responsible for 
errors in advertising.

The Rambler Volume 9 Issue 35 is published weekly 
for $35 dollars a year by Rambler Newspapers, 627 S. 
Rogers, Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid 
at Irving, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

RamblerRambler

$11,000 Cash Paid Daily

(214) 492-0909
2420 W. Irving Blvd.

@ Story Road
(behind Bank of the West)
Visit www.bingoDFW.com

Bingo benefits your local charities: 
Irving Amatuer Radio Club, VFW 
2494 Ladies Auxilliary, Humane 
Society of Dallas, Am Vets Post 10

DAYTIME
M-F 12:15-1:30 pm      
SAT 2:30-3:45 pm

NIGHTLY
 7:15 pm Early Birds
 7:30 pm 1st session  
 8:45 2nd session

LATE NIGHT
Thur-Fri-Sat 10:30-11:45 pm

Bring in this ad 
for a FREE DAUBER!

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Visit our website: 
www.linkautoservice.com 
to see all services available or call

972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Irving taxes
Continued from Page 1

As proposed, the City’s $173.7 
million general fund budget is struc-
turally balanced and calls for no 
adjustments to existing taxes or fees. 
Though property taxes, water rates, 
as well as sewer and sanitation fees 
will remain the same for Irving resi-
dents and businesses, the FY 2012-13 
budget is $5.4 million higher than the 
FY 2011-12 budget.

City leaders cite careful planning 
and other proactive measures as a key 
reason why service levels have not 
been impacted despite decreases in 
two revenue sources that support the 
General Fund. While property taxes 
and sales taxes have increased from 
their lowest levels, they are still below 
pre-recession amounts. However, 
over the past five years, the City has 
identified more than $43 million in 

cost savings, cost avoidance, cost 
recovery and productivity enhance-
ments.

The proposed budget calls for 
City service levels to be maintained 
and even enhanced in some cases. 
For example, the proposed budget 
calls for more than $42 million to 
be invested in capital improvement 
projects. If approved, residents can 
expect to see street light upgrades, 
water and sewer line replacements, as 
well as park infrastructure improve-
ments to ADA accessible play units, 
landscaping and other amenities. The 
budget also includes step increases 
for all eligible employees, as well as 
police and fire civil service market 
adjustments at mid-year.

In preparing the proposed FY 
2012-13 budget, City officials looked 

By Alice Canham
Winners of the ‘Irving Rambler’s Reader’s Choice’ 

awards were feted Tuesday night at Glory House, where 
they also received their honorary certificates. Each cer-
tificate was embellished with a picture of the Mustangs of 
Las Colinas and specified the honoree’s winning category.

For the past seven years, Kelly Miller has owned 
Le Peep Restaurant in Las Colinas, a landmark in the 
community for 25 years. ‘Rambler’ readers named Le 
Peep the Best Breakfast Restaurant and the best place 
for breakfast food.

Not a bad result for a restaurant that got its start 
when two guys in Aspen wanted to have more time on the 
ski slopes each afternoon. The laid-back business model 
allows Miller to serve breakfast, then lunch – then relax 
with her family in Arlington, where she was raised.

“I had been living in the Denver area, and working at 
another restaurant,” Miller said, “The hours were awful. 
Then they passed over me for a management position.

“I had started going to Le Peep, and I fell in love 
with the concept. I pursued them, and they offered me 
this opportunity.

“It’s worked out fantastically. This location has been 
wonderful – we’re developing more families every day 
that are new to the area, and we’ve got a very popular 
patio.

“I’m very lucky that customers keep coming back. 
We have some that have been with us for the whole 25 
years. And my three cooks – Pasqual has been with us for 
23 years of that time. He and Pancho and Heraclio have 
a total of 44 years of cooking experience.

“Maybe that’s why we were honored with this award.”
Dr. Jim Filbeck, Jr. was named the top choice among 

Medical - Dentists in Irving. “My father was a dentist 
here starting in 1969,” said Filbeck. “I came into practice 
with him in ’93.

“I went to Irving schools – Paul Keyes Elementary, 
Lamar Middle School and Nimitz High School. Your 
readers might remember the Alpha Beta Pre-school – I 
started out there.”

Children Trey and Ally also came through Irving 
schools, but it doesn’t appear as though there will be a 
third generation of Philbeck dentists. Still, legacy is im-
portant to Philbeck, whose father also won an award for 
being the community’s choice, two decades ago.

“I remember when he got that award – one of his 
patients cut it out of the paper and had it framed for him,” 
said Philbeck. “I’m going to hang mine right next to his.

“Irving has changed a lot since the days when there 
was nothing north of Northgate. But it’s still a small town 
atmosphere. Now I’m seeing kids and grandkids of my 
dad’s patients.

“I try to keep abreast of changes in dentistry, but 
we’re not ultra-modern. I try to keep it simple and tra-
ditional.

“I’m honored to receive this award. I’m glad to serve 
the people of Irving and take care of them.”

The Reader’s Choice award for Paint and Body Shop 
went to Chuck’s Body Shop. Chuck Holt grew up north of 
Fort Worth, and worked with Frank Parra in the car repair 
business after the gas crunch in 1973. He has operated 
his own business since 1980.

“I came to Irving because this is a friendly, easy-going 
place but it has enough giddy-up-n-go that business is 
good,” Holt said. “Especially once you get to know the 
people. This is a family community.”

After 32 years, business is still good, according to 
Holt. He and wife Dona feel they have been very blessed. 

“I’m not a direct repair program participant or ‘DRP’ 
with any insurance company,” said Holt. “My customers 
keep me going. They’re my whole business. I’ve had as 
many as three generations in one family. In fact, a lot of 
insurance agents in this town get their work done with me.

“I have a philosophy that says ’13 is a dozen’. And 
I guarantee everything for as long as they own the au-
tomobile.”

Holt admits to getting teary-eyed at the thought of 
being singled out for the Reader’s Choice award.

“It makes you proud, you know?” he said. “When 
you’ve worked so hard….it makes you feel good.”

to the Strategic Plan, solicited pub-
lic input, and categorized all City 
operations as either core services, 
needs or wants. Core services were 
limited to the essential services that 
must be provided to maintain the 
health, safety and welfare of the 
Irving community. These services 
include police protection, fire sup-
pression and EMS, Water and Sewer 
operations, Solid Waste Services, and 
Street Maintenance. Other important 
services, such as Code Enforcement 
and Municipal Court were classified 
as needs.

The final budget hearing will 
be held at 7 p.m. Sep. 6 during the 
regularly scheduled council meeting. 
The FY 2012-13 budget is available 
for review at www.cityofirving.org 
and residents are encouraged to send 
budget-related questions to knowthe-
facts@cityofirving. Adoption of the 
budget and tax rate will take place at 
7 p.m. Sep. 20 at City Hall, 825 W. 
Irving Blvd. Residents may call the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-
2493 to confirm hearing dates. New 
budget year begins Oct. 1.

Source: City of Irving

Reader’s Choice category winners 
recognized during reception

Irving’s budget maintains services with no tax increase
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Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

JC Jonathan Salon
Peggy/Stylist
(817)235-0052

2117 W. Airport Frwy, #26, Irving, TX 75062

Carla/Nail Tech
(469)879-5051

■ Hair Cut & Style 
■ Any Nail Service* 
* New Customers Only

25% off
Lease
Space
Available

The Irving Rambler ac-
cepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, 
and opinions.

 If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

A Capital Senior Living Community

972.556.0014
www.�eRemington-VR.com

Apartments Available

Recuperate in Luxury and Enjoy:

All this and more at a very a�ordable price!

Need Short-Term Placement 
for Your Loved One??

We can help you with

RESPITE AR�NGEMENTS

8707 Valley Ranch Pky. West, Irving, TX 75063

� 2 Meals daily /
 *optional 3rd meal available

� Scheduled transportation

� Bi-weekly housekeeping

� Scheduled activities including        
 recreational & religious

� Social & wellness programs

� 24-Hour staffing

� Emergency Response Pendant

Retired educators association continues 
to advocate for members’ benefits, well-being

The Irving Retired School Personnel Association’s (IRSPA) officers and 
committee chairs met on Aug. 9 at the Oakview Baptist Church. President 
Woody Schober presided as plans were made for the coming school year. 
IRSPA is made up of retired school personnel whose mission is to advocate 
for improved benefits for all education retirees and promotes the well-being 
of its members.

Source: IRSPA

Dear Irving Rambler:
I am forwarding an email I sent 

to City Manager Tomas Gonzalez, 
which certain others received copies 
of, in order to make an open records 
request for three categories of infor-
mation in response to my first learn-
ing that Fire Chief Mario Molina was 
awarded a newly created position as 
the grant writer for the City of Irving 
by Mr. Gonzalez at an annual salary 
of $161,900.

Since I believe that what is oc-
curring was a bribe or a payoff, I 
requested information in response to 
claims to the Dallas Morning News by 
Mr. Gonzalez that Mr. Molina: “has 
been successful at securing grants for 
the Fire Department during the past 
several years”.

Thank you,
S. Paul Jordan

August 6, 2012
Dear Mr. Gonzalez:
 I am contacting you because 

of your position as City Manager for 
the City of Irving and in response to 
the information recently released by 
the media regarding former Irving 
Fire Department (IFD) Chief Mario 
Molina.

The media reported that Mr. 
Molina was placed on (paid) ad-
ministrative leave for three months, 
which cost Irving residents over 
$53,600.00 for Mr. Molina to just 
sit home, and yet no information 
has ever been released stating what, 
if any, wrongdoing Mr. Molina com-
mitted and if he was found guilty or 
innocent of what whatever he alleg-
edly did wrong that placed him on 
administrative leave in the first place.

Irving residents can only assume 
that Mr. Molina is innocent since you 
have decided to hire Mr. Molina, after 
his convenient resignation, to fill a 
newly created position with the City 
as a grant writer at his previous an-
nual salary of $161,900 as Fire Chief. 
Since it does not appear that the City 
advertised the position in order to 
review those that would be qualified 
to hold such a position, and since it 
does not appear that the City tried to 
hire the most qualified and best per-
son to hold the new position, serious 
questions have surfaced.

Those questions include wheth-
er the rehiring of Mr. Molina and the 
new position that was conveniently 
created by you for Mr. Molina to hold 
at such a high salary is a bribe, payoff 
or settlement of some kind hidden 
within both his resignation and that 
new position. The City already has 
the highest paid code enforcement 
director in Dallas and Tarrant County 
at $141,184 even though Irving’s 
population is less that at least five 
cities that pay their directors less than 
what Irving does and when Irving’s 
director also lacks a college degree.

There are now questions regard-
ing what, if any, grants were actually 
obtained directly by Mr. Molina for 
the City and the IFD, I will request 
the following categories of informa-
tion at this time.

I requested a copy of all grant 
application letters containing Mr. 
Molina’s signature that resulted in 
the City receiving grant funding.

(The City’s response to me in a 
letter dated Aug. 21 was, “There are 
no documents responsive to your 
request.”)

I requested a copy of a City 
record that shows the total amount 
of grant funding that Mr. Molina 
personally obtained for the City as a 
result of his actions.

(The City’s response to me in the 
same letter was, “There are no docu-
ments responsive to your request.”)

Additionally, I requested a copy 
of the necessary City records estab-
lishing that Mr. Molina was actually 
the person that did the work that 
resulted in the City obtaining grants 
and not just the department head 
that signed the paperwork for the 
grants that someone else with the 
City actually did the work on. 

(The City has not yet responded 
to this request.) 

Sincerely,
S. Paul Jordan

Thank you for saying “NO!”
Over the past few weeks, the 

neurotoxin, Duet, was dumped on 
neighborhoods throughout Dallas 
County. Clarke, the manufacturer 
of Duet, says that their toxin breaks 
down quickly. The same thing has 

been claimed about Roundup, but 
there is overwhelming evidence of 
Roundup in our water system. Duet 
is a toxic pesticide, and I applaud 
and thank Irving’s City Council for 
having the wisdom to say NO to aerial 
spraying. 

According to environmental 
health expert Rebecca Watson, for 
some reason, as yet unknown, mos-
quitoes exposed to pesticides are 
more likely to have WNV in their sali-
vary glands and develop a damaged 
gut lining which becomes more po-
rous, allowing WNV to pass through. 
Over a decade of insecticide spraying 
to control encephalitis in Florida has 
not been effective, and mosquitoes 
are now 15 times more likely to pass 
on the disease. Mosquitoes, which 
have short life spans, go through 
many generations in a single year. 
The mosquitoes which are exposed 
to pesticides and survive are more 
likely to develop resistance to them. 
So aerial spraying contributes to the 
development of “super mosquitoes” 
which can only be killed by using 
higher amounts or different types of 
pesticides.

Mosquitoes can be controlled 
and it doesn’t have to be with neu-
rotoxins. The effective and safe way 
to manage mosquitoes is: Empty 
standing water;  spray to kill adult 
mosquitoes with “essential oil” plant 
oil pesticides which can be found at 
local garden centers. Garlic oil will 
also deter mosquitoes for up to 20 
days; and of course use skin repel-
lents. We need to use a common 
sense approach and not a panic ap-
proach to mosquitoes.

Karen Harmon 

LetterS to the editor

Irving continues its aggressive 
mosquito control action plan and 
officials have authorized vector con-
trol technicians to conduct nightly 
truck-mounted, ground-level spray-
ing in all Irving ZIP codes until the 
region’s severe seasonal West Nile 
Virus outbreak has subsided.

City officials have revisited the 
possibility of aerial spraying and have 
accordingly resubmitted a proposal 
to Clarke, the contractor working 
with the Department of State Health 
Services to administer aerial spray-
ing. In response to Irving’s second 
submission for proposed aerial treat-
ment, Clarke Spokesperson Laura 

McGowan stated the following:
“After conferring with the De-

partment of State Health Services, 
the recommendation is to have these 
areas treated via ground application 
versus aerial spraying.”

Earlier this month, Irving vec-
tor control technicians were told 
by Clarke officials that the City’s 
proposal to aerially treat 3,800 acres 
fell short of minimum thresholds 
established by the supplier. At that 
time, the City of Irving continued 
with heavy ground-level spraying in 
high-risk areas as the most effective 
course of action.

Since Irving’s aggressive watch 

for West Nile Virus began at the onset 
of mosquito season, the following 
actions have been taken by vector 
control authorities:

Set 70 traps for mosquito testing 
between April 15-Aug. 23

Completed more than 30 truck-
mounted, ground-level spraying in 
areas meeting established guidelines

Commenced precautionary 
truck-mounted, ground level spray-
ing in one Irving ZIP code per night 
since Aug. 21 for a total of five precau-
tionary sprayings to date (no Sunday 
spraying).

The most recent data collected 
continues to indicate that the West 

Nile Virus threat is not as widespread 
in Irving as it is in some neighboring 
cities. However, Irving vector control 
technicians remain on high alert. The 
latest inventory of supplies at Irving’s 
vector control headquarters indicates 
that the City possesses a full supply 
of spray for immediate use and more-
than-enough larvicide products to 
continue addressing one of the most 
intense mosquito seasons experi-
enced throughout Texas in decades.

In addition, City vector control 
technicians have been talking one-
on-one with residents, working 
overtime, conducting ground-level 
spraying early in the morning and 

late at night, making house visits, and 
will continue taking the necessary ac-
tions to protect the health and welfare 
of the Irving community. 

Officials will continue to work 
with authorities for the best recom-
mendations. Residents should call 
the City of Irving’s Mosquito Hotline 
24/7 at (972) 721-3755 if they feel that 
their neighborhood needs additional 
attention. In addition, residents are 
strongly advised by City officials to 
exercise caution by adhering to the 
Four D’s (Dusk/Dawn, Dress, DEET 
and Drain). For more information, 
visit www.cityofirving.org and select 
“West Nile Watch.”

Irving Public Library received a 
$1,000 grant from CVS Caremark All 
Kids Can, the company’s signature 
philanthropic program committed 
to helping all children on their path 
to better health. The grant will extend 
the library’s programming for special 
needs families to include Reach Up!—
a dance-based movement program 
led by certified Dance Therapist Lynn 
Moon. Using music and brightly col-
ored props, Moon will guide children 
through the process of choreograph-
ing a performance tailored to their 
physical and mental skill levels.

“This grant allows us to add 
Reach Up! to the Irving Public Li-
brary’s existing Reach Out initiative, 
a series of programs designed to 
aid children with special needs in 
developing reading comprehension, 
verbal expression and social skills,” 
said Library Services Coordinator 
Debra Miller. “We think it’s impor-

tant to offer entertaining learning 
opportunities for all families and to 
give children the opportunity to in-
teract with each other in an inclusive 
environment.”

The Reach Out series is designed 
for the needs of children with physi-
cal disabilities or learning differ-
ences, but programs are open to all 
children and their families. Reach 
Up! Programs will begin this Novem-

Irving continues aggressive mosquito mitigation efforts

Library receives CVS Caremark Community grant

ber and be offered at all Irving Public 
Library locations. For more informa-
tion, call (972) 721-2457.

Courtesy photo

Irving Public Library staff accepts a $1,000 check from Irving 
CVS management team members.
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Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

“The Syropheonician Woman.”

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

September 2  (Communion)                                                                            
Listening & Doing — James 1:17-21

BiBLe ChUrCh

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

ChUrCh oF ChriSt

CAthoLiC

diSCiPLeS oF ChriSt  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PreSBYteriAN USABAPtiSt

WORSHIP

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

UNited MethodiSt

To include your house of worship in the Worship Section listings, please call 
(972) 870-1992 or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com. Fees apply.

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

SERVING THE DFW AREA FOR 20 YEARS
Metro 817-498-8466Fax 817-498-9869

with them, but they have already be-
gun naturalizing into extracurricular 
activities.

“We’re in football, but he’s in 
marching band,” Kevin said gestur-
ing to Morrow who plays left guard 
and kicker for the Cardinals and 
trombone in the marching band.

If the freshmen are nervous and 
excited about the long road ahead, 
the seniors are grateful that they are 
almost to the end of this particular 
road. Michelle Ortiz is looking for-
ward to the pace of senior year having 
put what she considered the hardest 
part of high school behind her.

“I guess you don’t really have 
to worry about things much,” she 
said. “Your junior year is your most 
important year because you have to 
pass the state tests, and you have to 
pass all your classes.”

But as every grade moves up, 
another takes its place, and Allison 
Cantu, a new junior, is already pre-
paring for the busy two semesters 
ahead of her.

“Eleventh grade we really have 
to pay attention more and focus on 
what we’re trying to do to pass the 
tests,” she said. “Instead of tenth 
grade where we didn’t have a lot of 
tests to pass, this year I have to pass 
TAKS, I have to do well on the PSAT; 
there are a lot of tests I have to get 
ready for. I’m also taking a PSAT test 
prep class through the school.”

Sophomore Jonathan Pringle is 
glad that he has moved up, as well.

“Feels a lot better [than fresh-
man year]; it’s more fulfilling,” he 
said. “You’re not at the bottom of the 
food chain anymore – you’re working 
your way up.”

High schools were not the only 
schools with new entering classes 
on Monday. Sam Heboro is a sixth 
grader, a new middle school stu-
dent, at Travis Middle School. The 
biggest different he noticed on the 
first day between his new school 
and his elementary school was the 
teachers raised the stakes and their 
expectations.

“The teachers are stricter than 
with smaller kids, because with kin-
dergarten and fifth grade, they take 

it easier on you, but when you’re in 
middle school they actually take it 
harder on you,” Sam said.

A schoolmate of Sam’s, Heidi 
Rodriguez, does not necessarily agree 
that teachers are more difficult across 
the board at Travis.

“Some teachers are different 
than others. Some are nicer, some 
are more strict, some actually follow 
the rules.” Heidi said.

Like all students who are ad-
vancing a year, Heidi, now in seventh 
grade, is happy to be off the bottom 
rung.

“[This year is] very different; 
the science labs were a little bigger, 
and the eighth graders didn’t pick on 
seventh graders,” she said.

Back at MacArthur, the seniors 
are looking forward to being done 
and having fun.

Khalil Thibodeaux exhibited the 
spirited attitude expected of college 
seniors.

“Girls, friends, just having fun,” 
Khalil said unapologetically. “It’s my 
last year in high school, and I just 
want to soak it up and enjoy.” But his 
energy has a focus, as well. He knows 
exactly what he wants to pursue for 
a while.

But these students have practi-
cal aspirations, as well, especially in 
how to approach going to college.

“I’m going to college, bro,” said 
one senior surrounded by a cluster of 
his friends. “I’m not going to stall; if 
I stall it I’m not going to go. If I can’t 
think of anything yet I’ll just go to 
community college, get my basics out 
of the way so I want be like ‘I don’t 
know what to get’ and never go.”

By this time, the seniors have 
one and sometimes two free periods 
at the end of the day. It appears to be 
a sort of preparatory hour to adult 
life, and some of them are already 
taking full advantage of it.

“Since I got a lot of my classes 
done, I actually got two periods out 
because of work,” said one student 
who waits tables at Chili’s.

School begins
Continued from previous page

Photo by Phil Cerroni

Having survived the first day of school, teens head home to 
recuperate.

Photo by John Starkey

Getting the message out, Irving firefighters use their truck to 
remind people to drive safely through school zones.

Research shows that one out of 
every six drivers in school zones is 
distracted by the use of cell phones, 
eating, drinking, smoking, reaching 
behind, grooming and reading, ac-
cording to Safe Kids USA. 

Back to school season is here and 
the Irving Fire Department reminds 
everyone to please Drive Safely, Espe-
cially in School Zones. As drivers, we 
all need to stay very alert for children 
running or playing near traffic.

Please keep these simple safety 
tips in mind when taking your kids 
to school or driving through a school 
zone:

Slow down and be especially 
alert in the residential neighborhoods 
and school zones.

Take extra time to look for kids 
at intersections, on medians and on 
curbs.

Enter and exit driveways and 
alleys slowly and carefully.

Watch for children on and near 

Fire Dept. reminds drivers to stay alert in school zones

the road in the morning and after 
school hours.

Reduce any distractions inside 
your car so you can concentrate on 

the road and your surroundings.
Put down your phone and don’t 

talk or text while driving.
Source: Fire Community Outreach
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September 15, 2012
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

3337 Stovall Street, Irving, TX 75061

 This fun-filled event will feature 9 holes of miniature golf, a bounce house, 
professional face painting and a silent auction for the adults. 

All event proceeds will go to Our Children's House at Baylor - Irving, 
a nonprofit dedicated to providing childcare for children with special needs.

Purchase tickets for $25 each online at healthyirving.org, or contact 
Mariel Stribling at (972) 579-4395 or mariel.stribling@baylorhealth.edu.

The Irving Police Department 
will be conducting a DWI No-Refusal 
Operation over the Labor Day week-
end (Aug. 31 to Sep.1). 

The operation is in conjunction 
with the State’s “Drink. Drive. Go to 
Jail.” campaign. The Department will 
have additional officers on duty with 
the primary purpose of locating and 
arresting impaired drivers. The high-
visibility will also greatly enhance the 
efforts to discourage drunk driving.

Anyone who is arrested for DWI 
will only be offered a blood test. If the 

arrested person refuses to provide 
a sample, a judge will be present in 
order to authorize a warrant for a 
blood draw. The “Drink. Drive. Go 
to Jail.” campaign has proven to be 
a very successful deterrent that re-
minds the public of the consequences 
of driving drunk. 

When making plans for the 
Labor Day holiday, ensure that you 
have made arrangements for a safe 
way home. If you are on the road and 
suspect someone of driving drunk, 
please call the police.

The Irving Police Department 
will continue to partner with TxDOT 
and local law enforcement agencies in 
an effort to make our roadways safe.

Source: City of Irving

n Labor Day weekend
Seasonal Pool Schedule Modification

Due to Irving schools beginning, 
it is necessary to modify the pool 
schedules to ensure that all facilities 
are operated by certified staff.

Senter and Lee pools only open 
from 1 to 7 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays through Labor Day. Last day 
of operation is Sept. 3.

Lively Pool is closed.
West Irving and Cimarron 

aquatic centers schedule is as follows:
Through Aug. 31 open 7 a.m. to 

noon and 5 to 9 p.m.
Sept. 1-3 open noon to 8 p.m.

n September 2 at 2 p.m.
Commemorate VJ Day

VFW Post 2494 Irving will hold 
a short program to honor World War 
2 Veterans and to commemorate 
VJ (Victory over Japan) Day. All 
Veterans and the public are invited 
to attend. 

For further information, call the 
Post at 972-790-1611. VFW Post 2494 
is located at 3375 Belt Line Road, just 
south of Shady Grove.
n September 2 from 3 to 5 p.m.
Irving Heritage House

In honor of the 1936 wedding 
of Charles and Catherine Schulze, 
Catherine’s wedding gown and 
bridesmaids’ dresses will be featured 
in the bridal gown display during 
the monthly Heritage House tour. 
The Irving Heritage House will be 
open for tours with docent led tours 
at 3pm and 4pm. Admission is free. 

Bridal gowns dating from the 1880s 
to a mid-century informal gown 
from the 1950s will also be displayed. 
Located at 303 South O’Connor, the 
Heritage House was built in 1912 by 
C. P. Schulze.
n September 4 from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
Archery Clinic

The Irving Police Athletic/Ac-
tivities League (IPAL) is offering free 
archery clinics.
n September 6 from Noon to 1 p.m.
Caregiver Education and Support Group

Baylor Medical Center at Irving 
is sponsoring a Caregiver Education 
and Support group in the Crossroad 
Café Conference Room located on 
the campus of Baylor Irving, 1901 N 
MacArthur Blvd. 

This month’s topic is “Smart 
House Technologies to Keep Seniors 
Independent”. For more information 
contact Pam Brandon at 817-528-
9399.
n September 7 from 10-11:30 a.m.
Bereavement Luncheon

The Visiting Nurse Association 
is offering a free six-week bereave-
ment support group for adults who 
are grieving the death of a loved one. 
The group will meet on six consecu-
tive Fridays September 7 through 
October 12 at the Heritage Senior 
Center on 200 S. Jefferson Street 
in Irving. 

Reservations can be made by 
contacting Sue Rafferty, bereave-
ment coordinator for the Visiting 
Nurse Association, at 214-689-2922.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Labor Day DWI suspects must submit to a blood test
SNOW BIZ 
   SNOW CONES

SNOW CONE
Any flavor

Bring this coupon to the corner 
of Pioneer & Irving Blvd.

OPEN 2-10 p.m. DAILY 

$1
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Dovie Jean Bales
Linda Marie Green, 64, passed on 

August 26, 2012 in her Waxahachie 
home. She was born on March 15, 
1948 in Troy, Ohio to John Gaylord 
Borel and Marcita (Fletcher) Borel. 
She was a 1966 graduate of Irving 
High School, a homemaker and 
member of Oaks Fellowship Church. 
She was a longtime prior resident of 
Irving until moving to Ellis County 
in 2003. She was preceded in death 
by her parents and daughter, Andrea 
Crossland. She is survived by her 
husband, Gary Green of Waxahachie, 
Texas; daughter, Amy Waldrum and 
husband, Chris of Oak Leaf, Texas; 
three grandchildren, Lauryn Waldrum 
and Shelby Waldrum of Oak Leaf 
and Corey Waldrum of Irving, Texas; 
brother, John Borel of Euless, Texas 
and numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins. Private services will be held at 
Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cemetery.

Carroll Jean Tally Joyner
Carroll Jean Tally Joyner, our 

wife, mother, sister, aunt, cousin 
and friend is 
no longer on 
this earth with 
us .  She  has 
passed to the 
K i n g d o m  o f 
Heaven to join 
our Heavenly 
F a t h e r  a n d 

family and friends who have passed 
before her. She was born to Cline V. 
and Opal Tally. Carroll grew up in 

RamblerSubscribe to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

NotiCeS

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OBITUARIES

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242.
Paul Ray Mason, 85

1/19/1927 – 8/23/2012
Nancy Kay Farina, 53

12/17/1958 – 8/25/2012

Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home,

 972-579-1313.
Larry “L. E.” Terry, 71

06/03/1941 – 08/23/2012
Mary Zita Treat, 94
10/12/1917 – 08/23/2012
Ofelia Rodriguez, 86
04/20/1926 – 08/25/2012

Lois C. McSweeney, 94
03/23/1918 – 08/27/2012

OBiTUaRiES: To have an obituary 
notice printed in the Irving Rambler, please 

contact Tammy Pompa at 972-870-1992

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 438-1500

Serving Irving since 1966

Buffalo Gap, Texas and survived Polio 
at the age of 8. She was in the first Iron 
Lung in Taylor County at Hendrix 
Memorial Hospital. She went on to 
walk, as they said she would not, play 
sports and become a cheerleader in 
Wylie School and have a family. She 
was a friend to everyone she met and a 
positive spirit to others as she lived her 
life. She was a member of North Irving 
Baptist Church and leaves behind 
many friends there. She is survived 
by her husband of 48 years, Larry 
Rugh Joyner; one daughter, Debbie 
Brink (Walter); two sons, Tom Wilson 
and Ed Wilson (Leticia); two grand-
daughters; two grand-sons; three 
step grand-daughters and two great-
grandsons. She also leaves behind a 
sister, Bobbye Joyce Roberts (Larry), 
their three sons and families; a sister-
in-law, Linda Wolf; her two daughters 
and their families and many cousins 
and friends. We know she would like 
to leave you with the scripture, John 
3:16, For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Please join us in celebrating her life 
on Saturday, September 8, at 11 a.m. 
at the North Irving Baptist Church, 
3718 N. Story Rd., Irving, TX 75062-
3441, 972-252-5591. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the church 
Awana program in her name nibc@
northirving.org.

these events. 
“We only allow two representa-

tives of any given field, so only two 
insurance agents or only two car 
dealerships.

“We have a computer program 
that gives each participant their 
group assignments – what table 
they start at, where they move next 
and so forth.

“There are seven people at that 
table. They each get ninety seconds 
to tell people what they do and what 
they’re looking for as far as business 
contacts. When everybody’s done 
at that table, they move on to their 
next assignments. “What makes it 
interesting is that they get to see 
everybody who shows up, and they 
get some warm leads. At the end of 
the evening we have a happy hour, 
so you can visit more with people 
you’ve met.”

In recent months, the Coppell 
Chamber has reached out to their 
peers in Irving, Grapevine, Lewis-
ville, Carrollton and other North 

Texas communities to include their 
membership in the invitations. 

“So at an event like this, you get 
to see an almost regional group of 
people,” said Moline.

Attendees are a mix of repeat 
visitors and new faces.

Jeff Varnell of Coppell Realty is 
in that last category. 

“I’m a member of the Coppell 
Chamber and an avid believer in 
networking, but I’ve never been to an 
event like this before,” Varnell said. 
“I won’t miss another one. They’re 
very interesting and you get to meet 
so many different people.

“It’s a good relationship-build-
ing event. Before you can do business 
with people, you usually have to get to 
know them, get to like them, and then 
develop a trust factor. An event like 
this really expands your referral base, 
and gives you a jumpstart on that.

“I highly recommend it.”
Then there’s John Taylor of 

JNT Communications who has par-
ticipated with Mega Market since day 
one. In fact, he’s an “Official Timer” 
whose task it is to keep speakers 
from exceeding their allotted ninety 

seconds. 
“When we first got started, there 

was some confusion about table as-
signments,” said Taylor, a Coppell 
Chamber Board Member. “But we 
got that computerized, and that 
straightened it out.

“It’s important that we limit the 
presentations. If you don’t, people 
will go on and on.

“I think the main thing is meet-
ing new people. It’s really good for 
the new people, but even someone 
like me – I can remind people who I 
am and what I do.

“With networking, you never 
know when it will pay off. Just the 
other day I got a call from someone 
I’d met five years ago, asking if I could 
help put her telecommunications 
department together.”

As the event closed, the conver-
sations continued. Moline reassured 
each guest that they would receive a 
mailing with all the business contacts 
for each of the evening’s participants, 
just in case they’d failed to connect 
with everyone. Said Moline, “It’s all 
part of our commitment. 

“Return on investment.”

Mega Market
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photo

Employees raise $177,000 for Baylor
Cindy Schamp (pictured far right), President of Baylor Medical Center Irving (BMCI) poses with 
employees of BMCI to celebrate the 2012 Employee Giving Campaign achievement of 77 percent 
participation and over $177,000 dollars raised by the employees of ARAMARK, CBRE, Select, 
HTPN and BMCI.
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partnership that has continued to 
provide an incredible framework for 
success by utilizing every dollar spent 
by the City to enhance the economic 
potential for the City.”

The Chamber could either use 
private funds or slash other expenses 
to keep leasing the suite, which has 
been used as a space for recruiting 
new businesses to Irving.

But using public resources to 
pay for the suite and how effective 
the Cowboys suite is has been con-
troversial.

While not everyone agrees, 
chamber officials and other City of-
ficials have said the suite helps the 

City snap up business or hold on to 
other companies.

“Theme towers pay for the box at 
Cowboys stadium,” Council member 
Rose Cannaday said. “Business deals 
get made in the strangest places … 
We have an identity and we’d like to 
maintain that. (Keeping that box) is 
one of the ways to keep that relation-
ship alive.”

The $410,000 will go to the 
City’s general fund. Mayor Beth Van 
Duyne said she would make a push 
that some of the extra revenue would 
go to “educational projects funds.”

Some of the money has already 
been earmarked in the budget for po-
lice and fire purposes, City Manager 
Tommy Gonzales said.

The new budget year starts 
Oct. 1.

Sales/Sales Manager
The Irving Rambler seeks successful 

salespeople to manage and grow our print 
advertising sales. Must be able to contact 
local businesses over the phone and in 
person and provide excellent service to 
our clients. The perfect candidate must 
have: Extensive prior experience with 

face-to-face cold calling. Strong communi-
cation, organization and planning skills.

Call for an appointment:  
972-870-1992

LEGAL NOTICES

For SALe

reAL eStAte eMPLoYMeNt

FOR SaLE or LEaSE
½ acres SE Corner of D/FW 

*Commercial Warehouse Zoning COU-2 
Abutting D/FW Airport, 2700 sqft Bld. w/

glass entry 2 bath, 
2-12’ Overhead doors, & storage inside 

and outside also another 2000 sq ft office+ 
storage w/2 bath & 10 rooms, w/another 

1000 sq ft., at 3312/3324 Valley View Lane 
Irving, TX 75062

Wayne 214-274-2008

For sale 2 sets (4 spaces) 
double depth lawn crypts 

with Bronze marker. 
Oak Grove Cemetery, reduced price.  

972-438-4277.

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

HIT AND RUN    R
1:55    5:00    7:25    10:05

* PREMIUM RUSH    PG13
1:45    5:05    7:20    9:35

* THUNDERSTRUCK    PG
1:50    4:30    6:50    9:10

PARANORMAN 2D    PG
12:50    5:20    9:50

PARANORMAN 3D    PG
3:05    7:35

EXPENDABLES 2    R
1:10    3:55    7:15    10:10

* SPARKLE    PG13
1:15    4:10    7:10    10:00

# ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN    
PG

12:45    3:45    6:45    9:45

THE BOURNE LEGACY    PG13
12:30    3:30    6:30    7:00    9:30    

10:00

THE CAMPAIGN    R
12:35    2:45    4:55    7:05    9:15

HOPE SPRINGS    PG13
12:55    3:25    6:55    9:20

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES    PG13
12:45    4:15    7:45

ICE AGE 4    PG
1:25    3:45

* - Fully Restricted
# - No Passes

reAL eStAte

Rambler
Never miss an issue.

Only $35 per year — a fantastic value.
Makes a great gift!

Contact Circulation Manager Tammy Pompa 
214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

Home 
Delivery

FOR SaLE or LEaSE
5,10,15,20,30, 40 or all 
52 acres are available

Red Baron Lair, 
GREAT LOCATION for private or commer-

cial pilots w/all city utilities
52 +/- Acres on FM frontage in Ector, Fan-

nin County
2,500 ft. IMPROVED AIRSTRIP, creek, lots 
of tall trees and agriculture exempt. Great 

for home/ cabin/ airplane hanger
BUY NOW before

 Development Pricing
Call Joe 903-327-8702

Billboard funds
Continued from Page 1

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
anjuman-E-Najmi Mosque

addition Revised
Belcher addition

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLaNNiNG aND ZONiNG 
COMMiSSiON OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CON-
SIDER RESUBDI-VISION OR REPLATTING OF A RECORDED 
SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, DALLAS 
COUNTY, TEXAS.
Notice is hereby given for the following public hearing to consider 
resub-division or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter 
described which will be held in the City Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas:

anjuman-E-Najmi Mosque addition Revised
(PL12-0024)

Platted as Lot 1, Block A, Anjuman-E-Najmi Mosque Addition and a 
portion of Lot 3, Trinity View Summit. The property is being platted 
into one lot for institutional uses. This property is located at 1320 S. 
Nursery Road. The property is zoned for R-6 (Single Family) uses.

Belcher addition (PL12-0025)
Being a replat of the northeast part of Lot 22, C.E. McLemore’s 
Addition No. 2.  This property is located at 1119 Armeda Drive, and 
is zoned for R-6 (Single Family) uses.

Planning and Zoning Commission:
Monday, September 17, 2012, 7 pm

The application is on file for public examination in the Department 
of Development Services at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, 
Texas. For additional information, please contact the Department 
of Development Services at (972) 721-2424. Please reference the 
name of the plat when requesting information.
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning 
this replat may speak. This facility is wheelchair accessible and 
accessible parking spaces are available.  Re-quests for interpreta-
tion services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.  Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 
721-2493 for assistance.

NOTiCE OF PUBLiC HEaRiNGS
PROPOSED ZONiNG CHaNGES
CiTY OF iRViNG PLaNNiNG aND

ZONiNG COMMiSSiON aND CiTY COUNCiL
Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments 
to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning 
Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:
LOCaTiON, DaTES & TiMES OF PUBLiC HEaRiNGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission:  Monday, September 
17, 2012, 7 p.m.
City Council: Thursday, September 20, 2012, 7 p.m.
ZONiNG CaSE ZC12-0052: 5,515 square feet at 825 
W. Royal Lane, Suite 150
The request is to rezone the property from PUD (Planned Unit 
Development) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) Uses and 
PUD (Planned Unit Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) 
for R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of Selling 
Alcoholic Beverages for On-premises Consumption) Uses to PUD 
(Planned Unit Development) for S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for 
R-AB (Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of the Sale of 
Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption) Uses to allow 
the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption to an 
existing restaurant.
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings 
and express their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written 
response for the record may also be submitted to:
City of irving – Dept. of Develop-ment Services, 825 
W. irving Blvd., irving, TX 75060.
The application is on file for public review in Department of Develop-
ment Services at the address listed above during normal business 
hours.  For additional information, please contact the Department at 
972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number when requesting 
information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing 
devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

PUBLiC iNPUT SOUGHT ON
iRViNG CiTY BUDGET

Residents will have the opportunity to provide input on the city’s 
2012-13 fiscal year budget during an upcoming public hearing. 
Comments can be made to the City Council on any aspects of 
the budget, including city services and programs.

Public input will be considered before budget adoption.

The public input hearing is set for September 6, 2012 at City Hall, 
825 W. Irving Blvd. at 7 p.m.

The city’s budget year begins October 1.

first day home, “but everyone pretty 
much ignored me… and somebody 
tried to rip us off.

“I have a friend who likes to say, 
‘when you go into the military, they 
spend six weeks teaching you how to 
fight a war, how to kill people; how 
to protect yourself. When you leave – 
they don’t teach you anything’. They 
don’t teach you how to adjust, what 
you might have to deal with or who 
to see when you need help.

“I was very lucky, but I still expe-
rience waves of anger and bitterness,” 
Kroft told the hundreds of assembled 
veterans. “I remember one of those 
waves, from 1981. I was doing a 
story in Texas and I was spending 
time with another guy who was a 
veteran. He said he wanted to show 
me something, and took me down to 
his basement where he had this foot-
locker. Inside were all the things he’d 
saved from Vietnam: the bush hat, 
the pictures from R&R, the letters 
from home; the medals. He looked at 
it awhile, then said, ‘This is all I have 
for two years of my life – and it don’t 
mean nothing.’ He started to cry. I 
remembered my locker at home, just 
like it. And I started to cry.”

His voice breaking, he looked at 
the group. “And I bet you did, too.”

While acknowledging that the 
situation has changed for veterans 
coming home from the Iraq or Af-
ghanistan Wars (“for now,” as he 
said), he also pointed out that in 

2012, more returning Afghanistan 
vets had died by their own hand than 
had been killed in conflict.

In closing, he admonished each 
veteran to reach out to the young men 
and women who are returning from 
combat today.

The City of Irving kicked off 
the day by welcoming VVA with a 
proclamation delivered by Mayor 
Pro Tem Gerald Farris to VVA Na-
tional President John Rowan. The 
opening day’s events also included 
an address from Holly Petraeus who 
specializes in alerting veterans about 
opportunities and scams in her role 
with the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. 

“My office is monitoring com-
plaints,” Petraeus said. “So far, 
we have already recouped over 
$200,000 for service members who 
came to us with complaints.” 

She closed to laughter by saying 
“I tell my husband [General David Pe-
traeus, who currently heads the CIA 
after commanding the U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan] that I’m lucky because 
I still get to hang out with service 
people while he consorts with spies. 

“But he sent me with a message: 
Thanks for what you did and for what 
you continue to do.”

Vietnam veterans
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Alice Canham

Between presentations, Vietnam Veterans take a break in the 
warm Texas sunshine.

The Allstate Insurance Company 
recently released its eighth annual 
“Allstate America’s Best Drivers Re-
port™.” The report, based on Allstate 
claims data, ranks America’s 200 
largest cities in terms of car collision 
frequency to identify which cities 
have the safest drivers. 

In the 2012 report, Dallas ranks 
as one of the least safe driving cities, 
landing at 167 on the list. According 
to the report, the average driver in 
Dallas will experience an auto colli-
sion every 7.5 years. 

Fort Worth also ranked as one 
of the least safe driving cities at 138 
on the list.  The average driver in Fort 
Worth will experience an auto colli-
sion every 8.5 years.

“We don’t want drivers to be 
discouraged by their ranking. In-
stead, we want the report to challenge 
drivers to make positive changes to 
their driving habits that will in turn 
make the city a safer place to live, 
work and raise families,” said Dallas-

Fort Worth Allstate Agent Thomas 
Whitaker.

The Allstate America’s Best 
Driver’s Report was created to fa-
cilitate an ongoing dialogue on safe 
driving that saves lives. This year’s 
top honor of “America’s Safest Driv-
ing City” is Sioux Falls, SD, the fifth 
year the city has held the top spot 
in the report’s eight-year history. 
According to the report, the average 
driver in Sioux Falls will experience 
an auto collision every 13.8 years, 
which is 27.6 percent less likely than 
the national average of 10 years.

Below is a look at how other cit-
ies in Texas finished.

Austin – overall ranking of 149, 
average years between collisions 8.1.

Dallas – overall ranking of 167, 
average years between collisions 7.5.

Fort Worth – overall ranking 
of 138, average years between colli-
sions 8.5.

Irving – overall ranking of 161, 
average years between collisions 7.6.

Grand Prairie – overall ranking 
of 148, average years between colli-
sions 7.8.

Arlington – overall ranking of 
170, average years between colli-
sions 7.4.

Houston – overall ranking of 
153, average years between colli-
sions 7.9.

Car crash fatalities are at the 
lowest level they’ve been since 1949, 
but still average more than 32,000 
every year, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion.

“It is vital for us to educate 
American drivers about safe driv-
ing behaviors they can practice on 
the road that will help make our 
roadways safer,” Whitaker said. 
“Minimizing distractions, obeying 
traffic laws, and using your car’s 
safety features like turn signals and 
headlights, are all ways to be safer, 
no matter where you drive.” 

Source: The Allstate Corporation 

Allstate report reveals best drivers

“[Col. David Petraeus] 
sent me with a message: 
Thanks for what you did 
and for what you continue 
to do.”

— Holly Petraeus

PHOTO GALLERY
Rambler

To see more photos or purchase 
prints, go to the photo gallery at 

www.irvingrambler.com or scan the code.
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
american Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle i - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

irving amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

irving aMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

Los Lupes
3644 Irving Mall

 irving Garden & arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

irving Retired School
Personnel association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose aMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 iRViNG
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi! I'm Arnie. Pleased to make your 
acquaintance. I'm about 6 months 
old and a male. I'm calm, love to be 
petted, and am very inquisitive. I 
have this wonderful nose and just 
love to use it to check things out. 
They found me at another shelter and 
snatched me up because they knew 
that they could find just the right 
home for me. So why don't you come 
down to the shelter and get to know 
me? You'll want to take me home!

Hi my name is 
Bethany, like 
the famous 
surfer who went 
through many
hardships. My 
main hardship 
is never having 
a forever home. 
I am a very
special, and an 
unusual looking 6 month old faded 
gray female. That means I
am gray with black strips faded in. I 
love to play and be loved on. I was
rescued from another shelter, so 
please let me find my first real home 
with people who love me for the 
special kitten I am.

DOWN

1. MUSIC: Who composed 
the opera “Swan Lake”?
2. LANGUAGE: What is the 
meaning of the Latin phrase 
“Ars gratia artis”?
3. GEOGRAPHY: The island 
of Corsica belongs to what 
country?
4. MYTHOLOGY: What is the 
name for the three Greek god-
desses of vengeance: Alecto, 

Megaera and Tisiphone?
5. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
a semi-autobiographical trav-
el book called “Roughing It”?
6. TELEVISION: What detec-
tive series featured the theme 
song “Keep Your Eye on the 
Sparrow”?
7. CHEMISTRY: What is the 
chemical symbol for bro-
mine?
8. AD SLOGANS: What was 
billed as “The Greatest Show 
on Earth”?
9. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: 
Who once said, “Do not take 
life too seriously. You will 

never get out of it alive.”?
10. MOVIES: Which Disney 
movie featured the hit song 
“A Whole New World”?

Answers
1. Peter Tchaikovsky
2. Art for art’s sake
3. France
4. The Furies
5. Mark Twain
6. “Baretta”
7. Br
8. Barnum & Bailey Circus
9. Elbert Hubbard 
10. “Aladdin”

• If you’re considering 
having a child sometime in 
the near future, you might 
want to consider this: It’s said 
that the cost of caring for a 
newborn during its first year 
of life is more than $6,000.

• In 1986, actor and di-
rector Clint Eastwood took 
on a new and unfamiliar role: 
political candidate. He ran 
for mayor of Carmel, Calif. 

He defeated the incumbent 
mayor in a landslide, and 
he kept the position for two 
years. His salary? A whop-
ping $200 per week. 

• Often these days you’ll 
see someone carrying a tiny 
dog around with them, but 
you might be surprised to 
learn that this is not an en-
tirely new fashion. In ancient 
Rome and Greece it was not 
uncommon for a noble lady 
to carry her tiny Maltese dog 
around in the sleeve of her 
robe.

• In the early days of mo-
tion pictures, Will H. Hays 

became known as the “Czar 
of Hollywood.” He presided 
over the earliest incarna-
tion of the MPAA, charged 
with ensuring the morality of 
movies. Some of the changes 
the so-called “Hays Office” 
insisted upon were removing 
the image of a cow’s udder 
from a Walt Disney cartoon; 
and removing any direct 
reference to adultery in the 
1935 adaptation of the Tol-
stoy novel “Anna Karenina” 
-- despite the fact that Anna’s 
affair is at the heart of the 
novel.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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“Provided in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

Irving Father Son Business Bought 
by Fortune 1000 Firm

WaveTwo, an Irving-based information technology firm, recently 
celebrated 10 years of business in Irving.  Beginning in 2002, WaveTwo’s 
clients were those few firms re-entering the Internet/Intranet for profit 
improvement. As these companies came to represent a second wave of 
Internet users, they decided to name the company similarly – WaveTwo. 
Today, WaveTwo is a consulting firm that solves business problems 
using technology. Throughout their ten years of business in the Irving 
community, WaveTwo has significantly expanded its business in the 
healthcare market.     

Through their success,  WaveTwo recently announce merging with 
All Covered, a division of Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A.  
WaveTwo plans to begin operating jointly with the All Covered team, 
one of the largest national IT service firms, and plans to use the Irving 
office as the regional office for the Southwest.   

The company specializes in Health IT consulting that solves clinical 
problems using technology to support a smarter, more efficient health-
care practice. WaveTwo services range from daily infrastructure support, 
to enterprise level support systems, healthcare solutions implementa-
tions and customizations to dashboards to electronic health records.  
John Arnott, Sr., Managing Partner of WaveTwo said, “We are excited to 
join forces with All Covered and Konica Minolta as they are committed to 
providing the best solutions possible for vertical market customers. Our 
healthcare customers will benefit from its award winning office technol-
ogy solutions, integrated software and national managed IT services.”

Courtroom Sciences and Irving Chamber 
Host August Five-Star Business Mixer

On Tuesday August 28th, the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber 
as well as the event host Courtroom Sciences welcomed many guests. 
The evening event is designed for business men and women to develop 
new business relationships and also served as a time for the Chamber 
investors to be familiarized with the services Courtroom Sciences offers 
its customers.

Courtroom Sciences, Inc is full-service trial and settlement sciences 
firm which utilizes a team of multidisciplinary experts and social scien-
tists to assist the legal profession in all phases of trial sciences.  Court-
room Sciences gave the mixer guests a tour of the facilities and provided 
a great venue for new business relationships and leads to be created.

Even ExchangeGirls Only

The Oogieloves and the BIG Balloon 
Adventure 
Rated: G

Kenn Visel-
m a n  ( c r e a t o r 
Thomas the Tank, 
Teletubbies) has 
really outdone 
himself this time 
with his new fea-
ture film, The 
Oogieloves and 
the BIG Balloon 
Adventure. As the 
first interactive 
feature-length 
film made direct-
ly for the 2-5 age 

group, Oogieloves is truly a delightful 
film that everybody in the family will 
enjoy.

When we meet the Oogieloves- 
Goobie, Zoozie, and Toofie are plan-
ning a surprise birthday party for 
Schluufy (a sleepy pillow) along with 
their friends Windy Window, J. Ed-
gar, and Ruffy. But when J. Edgar 
accidentally loses the last five magical 
balloons in Lovelyloveville, it’s up to 

the Oogieloves to reclaim the balloons 
and save the party!

With an extremely simplified plot, 
Oogieloves is definitely made with kids 
in mind. Adorable songs and dances 
kids are actually encouraged to do in 
their seats and in aisles are what make 
up a part of the fun. Wacky characters 
keep them entertained with bold col-
ors and unique personalities. Kenn 
Viselman really put such thought into 
the details of the film that the color 
black was perpetually eliminated from 
the film and most sharp edges were 
rounded out. There is no villain, and 
each balloon rescued is basically a mini 
episode within itself. I have nothing but 
mad respect for that kind of planning.

Though aimed towards a younger 
audience, parents will find enjoyment 
in Oogieloves as well. With a star 
studded cast that adults will certainly 
recognize, each balloon rescue is often 
accompanied by a silly character that 
will keep parents giggling. I know I 
did, my personal favorite being Cary 
Elwes as the wobbling cowboy sales-
man Bobby Wobbly.

As Kenn Viselman said, “Oo-

gieloves was created for a child to go 
to the theater and for the next ninety 
minutes, feel nothing but love. I think 
achieved this and much more, leaving 
the bar high for the next children’s 
movie.”

Oogieloves is rated G, and was 
actually up for a triple G rating. There 
is no movie more filled to the brim with 
love and friendship.

For such bright innovation that 
was well executed, I give the Oogieloves 
4 1⁄2 magic balloons.

Copyright 2012 Mungleshow Pro-
ductions. All rights reserved.

Movie designed to delight young children

MAtt 
MUNgLe 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us August 30!

We are always seeking 
new individuals who want 

to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

By Phil Cerroni
Parents and students alike won-

der what kids will eat for lunch, 
but few people wonder what their 
teachers will eat. The Chamber of 
Commerce does think about it, how-
ever, and has for the past 57 years 
by hosting an annual Back to School 
Luncheon. The cafeteria in Nimitz 
High School was packed with happy, 
chatting adults, giddy about the start 
of classes on Aug. 20.

The chamber invited school 
administrators and new teachers to 
a lunch with Irving businessmen and 
civic leaders including Mayor Beth 
Van Duyne who was very positive 
about the importance of bringing 
Irving’s educators into contact with 
the rest of the city’s leaders.

“It’s such an honor to be here 
looking at the new teachers having 
an opportunity to talk to business 
owners, to residents, with our council 
members and all our business lead-
ers,” Van Duyne said. “They [Irving 
residents] have far and away inden-
tified education as the number one 
issue facing our city.” 

Van Duyne also touched on 
some non-educational benefits of 
having strong teachers in Irving. 

“When we talk about all the 
things we do for seniors and pets we 
are very proud – we have a fantastic 
senior center, a wonderful DFW 
Humane Society building,” she 
continued. 

“But what we really need to 
focus our attention on is bringing in 
young families, and part of bringing 
in young families is to have fantastic 
students, and I want to thank every 
one of you for your commitment to 
students and children in our com-
munity.”

The chamber mentioned other 
reasons why welcoming new teach-
ers as part of the community is so 
important.

“Not all the teachers live in Ir-
ving,” said Ryan Pafford, the Director 
of Communications and Technology 
for the Chamber of Commerce. “So 
we want them to be familiar with 
places they can shop for school 
supplies, places where they can get 
insurance, a whole host of different 
vendors who are here in Irving who 
can help them throughout the school 
year whether it’s their personal or 

their school needs. “
Pafford was pleased that many 

teachers responded to Irving’s 
warm invitation, as evidenced by 
the healthy turnout.

“This year we’re going to have 
about 615 teachers and staff celebrat-
ing with us,” he said.

Besides exposing teachers to dif-
ferent benefits provided for them by 
local businesses, the lunch was also 
meant to introduce new educators to 
different initiatives that partner the 
Chamber of Commerce closely with 
the Irving ISD including the Future 
Leaders of Irving and Partners in 
Education programs.

Jacquelyne Barrett, who works 
for BB&T and closely with the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Women’s 
Alliance reiterated the material ben-
efits of the chamber’s cooperation 
with Irving ISD.

“If they have a need for their 
classroom, they may need to get a 
business to support them,” Barrett 
said. 

“The administration has re-
sources, the school councilors have 
different resources and they just have 
to work together as a team. Having 
a lunch like this where they’re all 
together, shows teachers that we’re 
there to support them, helps them 
feel like team members since they’re 
new here.”

Irving’s gesture was not wasted. 
The new teachers appreciated what 
the chamber was doing for them. 
Emily Rimmer, a new music teacher 
at Houston Middle School appreci-
ated the welcome that is the end of 
her job search.

“I heard Texas had a good music 
program,” Rimmer said, relating her 
move from Georgia to Texas. “Last 
year I taught at a charter school in 
downtown Dallas. But that was be-
cause I was looking for a job here.”

Rimmer liked that the lunch af-
forded newcomers the opportunity to 
meet other new residents.

“It’s a good way to network and 
meet people. I think community’s 
important, and the more people you 
know, the better,” she said.

The afternoon was rounded out 
by a special appearance by represen-
tatives from the TLC show Craft Wars 
who staged a vigorous competition 
where contestants had ten minutes 
to build crafts with a back to school 
theme out of a seemingly random 
assortment of eyes, glue and matting.

Mayor Van Duyne summed up 
the spirit of the event with her call to 
comradeship.

“I know that Irving is a great 
place to live and play, but I hope, 
throughout the school year, we’ll 
know that it is also a great place to 
teach as well,” she said.

Back to school lunch unites new 
teachers and businessmen

Photo by Phil Cerroni

Irving ISD’s newest teachers bond while making crafts during 
the Back to School Luncheon hosted by the Chamber of 
Commerce.



THE RAMBLER www.IrvingRambler.comSeptember 1, 2012Page 10

BACK to SChooL

What Is CEREC?
CEREC means we can quickly and economically restore 

damaged teeth using a durable ceramic material that matches 
the natural color of other teeth in your mouth.

WHAT ADVANTAGES 
DOES CEREC OFFER ME?

The restoration can be performed in a single session, usually in 
about one hour.  There is no need for us to make an impression 
to send to a lab.  You don’t have to return for a second visit!  

The restoration is natural looking, because it is made of 
tooth-colored ceramic material.  It’s metal-free!  The ceramic 

material is compatible with tissue in your mouth and is 
high-grade, anti-abrasive and plaque-resistant.

www.drthomasnabors.com

IS SNORING A PROBLEM IN YOUR LIFE 
OR ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR CPAP MACHINE?

It is also a problem with your health.  
Snoring is directly related to heart disease and 

stroke.  WE CAN HELP!

Making Your Teeth Beautiful & Stronger Than Ever Before
Introducing a New Way to SmileIntroducing a New Way to Smile

Your First Visit Includes:
 · Thorough patient history
 · Complete Oral Exam &  
  Gum Check
 · Denture Advisement, 
  if needed
 · Periodontal Evaluation
 · Check for Cavities, loose  
  filling and/or crowns
 · Any necessary x-rays
 · Relaxed consultation 
  with Dr. Nabors
 · Full report of findings
 · Treatment options and  
  recommendations

All For Just $1
New patients only.  Offer ends September 11, 2012
Not Valid for Tooth Ache Visit

Thomas D. Nabors, D.D.S.

Member:
American Dental Association
Texas Dental Association
Dallas County Dental Society
Irving Dental Study Club
Academy of General Dentistry
Academy of Computerized 
Dentistry

Insurance Accepted & Filed  ■  Early Morning & Lunchtime Appointments Available  ■  Major Credit Cards Accepted  ■  Senior Discounts Available

3000 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving TX 75062     (972) 252-8551     Call Today For Your Exam

$1
EXAM

($165 Value)

BEFORE AFTER

 Dr. Nabors will listen to what you want, then 
help you to choose a solution that will best meet 
your needs.  After he considers your budget and 
goals, he will cover all options available to you.  
Then, you get to make the decision!  No cajoling or 
hard selling, just an honest, collaborative experi-
ence from start to finish.  

 Dr. Nabors has been in practice for over 31 
years.  All the while, staying up-to-date on the 
latest innovations in dentistry.  That’s one explana-
tion why he has so many new patient referrals from 
his patients.  Another is the way his staff will treat 
you while you are there.  
 While Dr. Nabors collects the information he 

needs from you, the staff makes sure you feel like 
you’re at home, not in the dentist chair.  
“Nitrous(Oxide)? (Stereo)Headphones?”  
 When you’re done, they even file the insur-
ance forms for you.  Absolutely no worries!  Isn’t it 
time you experienced this level of care for your 
dental needs?

A Dentist You Can Collaborate With —

Coppell police seeking 
bank robbery suspect

On August 27, 2012, at approximately 10:37 a.m., officers of the 
Coppell Police Department responded to a bank robbery in the 100 block 
of South Denton Tap Road. The suspect entered the bank and displayed 
a small silver hand gun and demanded cash. The suspect left the bank 
with and undetermined amount of cash and fled in a late model silver 
four door sedan.

The suspect is a black male six-feet tall, 160-pounds, described as 
tall and slender. The suspect was wearing a black hat, a gray hoodie, and 
light colored pants. The suspect left in an unknown direction. 

This case is currently under investigation by the Coppell Police 
Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. If you have any 
information contact the Coppell Police Department at 972-304-3600 
or your local FBI Office.

Source: City of Coppell

Winfree Academy receives new laptops 
For over 15 years, Winfree Academy Charter Schools has served the 

community with its nationally recognized high school academic program. 
This year, the school will “Turn It Up” by upgrading its technology to include 
laptop computers in all of its classrooms and updated policies regarding 
personal technology devices in the classroom. 

Since early spring, Winfree’s Executive Director of Business, Jamie 
Deen, had been researching a plan to upgrade technology in the classrooms. 
In the last few weeks, the plan became reality as school personnel have been 
busily delivering over 1,000 laptops to the campuses. 

Each classroom is equipped with brand new laptops, at a 1:1 student 
to computer ratio, and connected to the school’s new wireless internet and 
print servers. Additionally, for the first time, students will be able to use 
their personal cellular devices in the classroom for both instructional and 
music-listening purposes. Also, any student wishing to bring their own 
technology device; i.e. laptop, tablet, etc; may do so and connect to the 
school’s wireless servers. 

“Our students have grown up with technology at their fingertips and it 
has created a new learning style that needs to be addressed in our schools,” 
said Interim Superintendent Brandy Schott. 

Winfree’s individualized program allows students to work at their own 
pace. Students who wish to accelerate their graduation date are able to fin-
ish high school courses faster than they can in traditional schools. Students 
also choose Winfree to recover lost credits and skills or to enroll in one of 
its college- or career-focused Prep Schools. 

Source: Winfree Academy

Local students complete 
Arete at University of Dallas

The following local students 
recently completed the University 
of Dallas’ Arete, a two-week college 
preparatory program that intro-
duces students to texts by ancient 
and modern authors on nobility and 
excellence:

Gerald Bulloch of Irving is 
a student at Episcopal School of 
Dallas.

Makayla Trulu of Irving is a 
student at MacArthur High School.

According to Joan Arbery, ‘02, 
director of the Arete program in 
Irving, “Arete prepares students 
for the critical thinking necessary 
at the university level, making them 
adept not only in their writing, but 
also in their ability to articulate their 
thoughts. Most importantly, Arete 
engages students in the question of 
the good life, asking them to take up 
the call to excellence.”

Source: University of Dallas 

A new Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll shows that 
inadequate funding ranks at the top of public concerns 
for schools.

When asked, “What do you think are the biggest 
problems that the public schools of your community must 
deal with?” 35 percent of respondents and 43 percent of 
respondents with children in public schools cited “lack 
of financial support,” with “lack of discipline” coming in 
a distant second at 8 percent.

“With a new school year starting across Texas, the 
poll is a reminder that the public does not share the 
agenda of those who dominate decision-making at the 
state capitol, where legislative majorities in 2011 voted 
to make unprecedented cuts in annual per-pupil funding 
for public education,” said Texas AFT President Linda 
Bridges. Those cuts averaged $540 per pupil and triggered 
the loss of more than 25,000 education jobs so far and 
increasing class sizes in thousands of schools.

“In direct contrast to the agenda that led to $5.4 
billion in cuts to public education here in Texas, the poll 
confirms the same high level of public willingness to pay 
more taxes for public schools that polls in Texas have 
shown,” Bridges said. Sixty-two percent of Americans 
said they would be willing to pay more taxes to provide 

funds to improve the quality of the nation’s urban public 
schools, according to the PDK/Gallup survey. 

Similar landslide support for more taxes to pay for 
public schools was found by the 2010 Texas Poll in a 
survey of Texas residents, which showed 68 percent were 
willing to pay higher taxes in order to secure more fund-
ing for public schools. When asked if they would support 
higher taxes to reduce class sizes, the number of Texans 
saying yes rose to 71 percent. And when asked if they 
would support higher taxes for increased teacher salaries, 
the percentage of Texans in support soared to 82 percent. 

“These poll results, both nationally and in Texas, 
directly contradict the oft-repeated but ill-founded 
claim that the public will not support revenue-raising 
measures,” Bridges said. “We were also heartened by the 
results that showed 71 percent of Americans have trust 
and confidence in the men and women who are teaching 
children in the public schools. It would seem the public 
appreciates that teachers are doing their best under often 
adverse conditions with reduced resources. We are also 
encouraged to see that Americans by a wide margin agree 
with us that standards for entry into teacher training need 
to be more rigorous.” 

Source: Phi Delta Kappa

TxDOT looking to private sector 
for routine maintenance help 

A recent pilot project in Houston where a private contractor bid a 
maintenance contract is saving the state about $10 million or nearly 30 
percent of what this work was estimated to cost following the traditional 
approach.

Based on this initial success, the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) plans to expand the opportunity for the private sector to perform 
routine maintenance on parts of Interstates 35 and 45 between Dallas 
and Houston and Dallas and San Antonio. This work would also include 
highways inside metropolitan areas around Dallas and Harris counties.

TxDOT intends to issue a Request for Information (RFI) to parties 
interested in performing routine maintenance that could create value and 
yield cost savings. Estimates show that moving in this direction could 
result in more than $90 million of maintenance contract work on these 
highways each year and save TxDOT $120 million over five years. TxDOT 
would then invest those savings in other maintenance work.

TxDOT leaders envision private sector businesses bidding for mainte-
nance work including roadside mowing, litter removal, sign replacement, 
pothole patching, and minor resurfacing, to name a few. Meanwhile, 
TxDOT maintenance workers assigned to these areas of the state would 
concentrate their efforts on other priority work in those regions.

TxDOT is expected to issue this RFI in the coming weeks.
Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Texas A&M University placed 
second nationally in Washington 
Monthly’s new rankings, which take 
into major consideration factors such 
as research and service.

In the magazine’s 2012 rank-
ings released Aug. 27, Texas A&M 
was runner-up to the University of 
California at San Diego.

Texas A&M President R. Bowen 
Loftin said it is “gratifying” to see 
a focus on factors such as research 
and service, in addition to the polls 
that emphasize traditional aspects, 
including academic quality, “best 
buy” and employer-satisfaction 

considerations — all factors in which 
Texas A&M also fares well.

“We are obviously pleased to 
rank exceptionally high in Washing-
ton Monthly’s unique rating system 
that embraces factors in which we 
think Texas A&M excels and which 
complement those in other well-
known national ratings.” Loftin 
said. “It is gratifying indeed to see 
such an approach, with Texas A&M 
recognized nationally for its service 
and societal contributions and to be 
in the company with many of our peer 
universities.”

Rounding out the top 10 institu-

tions as determined by Washington 
Monthly (in order): Stanford Uni-
versity, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill; University of California-
Berkeley; University of California-Los 
Angeles (UCLA); Case Western 
Reserve University; University of 
Washington; University of California-
Riverside, and Georgia Tech. 

The Washington Monthly edi-
tors say the three major factors in 
their survey are: “social mobility,” 
which includes recruiting and gradu-
ating students from low-income 
families; research; and service.

Source: Texas A&M

Texas firm working with Japanese
to bring high-speed rail to area

Photo by Alice Canham 

Showing their school spirit, Irving High School cheerleaders get the excitement started at the 
year’s first pep rally.

Poll reflects concern over lack of school funding

Texas A&M ranks second in Washington Monthly poll

By Elaine Paniszcyzn
Texas Central High-Speed 

Railway (TCR) is a private Texas-
based company working with 
Central Japan Railway Company 
to bring advanced high-speed pas-
senger rail to the area. That could 
revolutionize the way Texans travel 
and do business. 

Their brochure says: “Even 
at its top operational speed of 205 
miles per hour, JRC’s N700 is as 
efficient as it is comfortable.”

TCR plans to start with 240 
miles of track connecting Dallas/
Fort Worth, College Station and 
Houston.

“Our plan is consistent with 
the North Central Texas Council 
of Governments 2030 Mobility 
Plan placing a station in downtown 
Dallas, downtown Fort Worth, and 
Arlington,” said Seth Moulton, 
managing director of Texas Central 
High-Speed Railway.

“We believe a connection to 
DFW (Airport) is very important, 
but we don’t believe it is actually 
the best place to focus on siting the 
station,” Moulton said. “Twenty 
years ago, they looked at putting 
high-speed rail at DFW, because 
DFW was a much bigger airport 
than the airports in Houston. Many 
people, in order to get to Houston, 
had to fly to DFW first. If that were 
the case, it would be much easier 
to get on a train to go to Houston 
rather than having to take another 
plane. It would be a much nicer 

ride, much more efficient and com-
fortable. 

“But nowadays, the airports 
in Houston have gotten so much 
bigger, anyone who wants to fly, 
say from San Francisco or Chicago 
or Washington D.C. or wherever, 
is just going to fly direct to Hous-
ton. He or she doesn’t need to 
go through DFW. That’s why we 
don’t think we would get as many 
passengers as when other people 
were looking at high-speed rail 20 
years ago.” 

Moulton addressed the effect 
high-speed rail would have on 
DFW International Airport.

“In Europe, which has a lot of 
high-speed rail, some of the biggest 
supporters of high-speed rail are 
the airlines,” he said. “The reason 
is that it’s not efficient at all to fly 
planes over short distances. It’s 
much more efficient to run trains. 

“For instance, if you fly into 
Germany on Lufthansa, you will 
be through-ticketed onto an inter-
city express train for Frankfort,” 
Moulton said. “What that does for 
Lufthansa is that it opens up one of 
those precious slots at the airport 
for them to use for longer haul 
flights that make more revenue for 
the airlines. If the market dictates 
high-speed trains the most efficient 
transportation solution for the trip, 
the airlines will benefit as well. 

Robert Eckels, president of 
TCR, said the rail could be a reality 
within the next decade. 


