
Black Hawk pilot shares 
life’s lessons learned by 
achieving Army goals
By Sissy Courtney

Black Hawk pilot and entrepre-
neur, Elizabeth McCormick, who 
received the 2011 Congressional 
Veteran Commendation, spoke at 
the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber’s Women’s Alliance luncheon 
Sep. 19 at La Cima Club in Irving, 
taking her audience through a high-
flying adventure on how to increase, 
influence and improve their leader-
ship skills.

During her years as a Black 
Hawk helicopter pilot and Chief 
Warrant Officer for the United States 
Army, McCormick flew air assaults, 
transported VIP’s, worked in Com-
mand and Control, and gathered 
military intelligence. In 1999, she 
supported the UN peacekeeping 
operations in Kosovo.

Following a career ending injury, 
she was released from the military 
and is an advocate for disabled veter-
ans. She is a founding member of the 
John Maxwell Team of speakers and 
an award winning sales consultant. 
She was recently filmed for a segment 

of 20/20.
Following her introduction Mc-

Cormick said, “All that buildup, and 
I have to tell you, I almost failed 
flight school.” Then she told the rest 
of the story.

She said she had a degree in art, 
a minor in mathematics and an asso-
ciate’s degree in engineering and was 
living in Fort Polk, LA with her Army 
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

THE ARTWORK OF 
GERALD MCDERMOTT
Through Nov. 11 • Main Gallery
Organized by the National Center for 
Children's Illustrated Literature 
in Abilene, TX.  IrvingArts

Sept. 29
Open 7 days a week.

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
IrvingArtsCenter.com

FAMILY FUNDAY AND SMITHSONIAN 
MUSEUM DAY LIVE! MYTH AND MAGIC
Suite 200 • 2 - 4 p.m.
Make your own magic by creating art 
projects inspired by the exhibition.
All supplies provided.

  ALL
FREE!

September 29, 2012 50¢

RamblerRambler
Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

Rambler

RamblerRamblerRambler

Fall Arts PreviewFall Arts Preview

Fall arts 
      preview

Fall Arts Preview

Featuring contestants 
for Ms. Mature Irving!

SECTION B

By Jess Paniszczyn
Twenty two wounded warriors 

from around the United States com-
peted in the Warrior Open, hosted 
by The George W. Bush Presidential 
Center at the Las Colinas Country 
Club on Sep. 24-25.

President Bush offered a few 
words to open the tournament.

“Thank you all very much for 
coming out to witness good golf and 
a celebration of patriotism, courage 
and sacrifice,” President Bush said. 
“I wish all the players the very best, 
and I am looking forward to present-
ing the trophy to the best golfer. If 
we had to give a trophy to the best 
person, everybody is a winner here. 
Let’s play golf.”

Among the spectators were 24 
students who have been learning golf 
through the Front Nine and The First 
Tee in partnership with the B.I.G. 
D.O.G.S. Youth Organization and the 
Irving Family YMCA.

“This tournament is an oppor-
tunity to expose these kids to new 

things like seeing former President 
Bush,” said A.D. Jenkins, president 
of the B.I.G. D.O.G.S. “This is also an 
opportunity for the kids to be around 
some of the great people who have 
served our country. Even with the 
limitations the players face, they still 
overcome and do great things in life 
such as playing golf. In many ways, 
they are not limited at all. They can 
do just as much as anyone else can. 

“It is a good idea to expose these 
kids to this as early as possible. I 
wish I had this opportunity when I 
was growing up. This is something 
students will never forget as long as 
they live.”

Last year’s tournament’s second 
place player, Michael Stafford, Ret. 
Sgt. Army National Guard, was look-
ing forward to challenging once again 
for first place.

“It is an honor to be here and to 
be invited to this tournament,” Staf-
ford said. “There are so few who are 
selected. To come back and challenge 

Summit focuses on 
health care debate 
By Alice Canham

“I think we all understand how expensive health 
care has become,” Texas State Representative Linda 
Harper-Brown told audience members at the Irving 
Health Care Summit held Sep. 21 at the Four Seasons 
Resort in Las Colinas. Sponsored by the Texas Con-
servative Coalition Research Institute (TCCRI), the 
gathering was the first of three to be held across the 
state to solicit debate and discussion about Medicaid 
and the changes faced under the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (commonly referred to as 
“Obamacare”).

TCCRI will focus on three key goals according 
to Harper-Brown, who is President of the non-profit 
coalition.

“I think we have the right idea in Texas, about 
not expanding Medicaid,” Harper-Brown said. “In 
the current state budget, Medicaid is the second-
largest expenditure, behind education. That is just 
not sustainable, not only for us, but for other states 
around the country. If you advocate for this, you are 
in fact advocating for increasing the national debt.

“Second, we must redouble our efforts to pursue 
cost containment, such as [creating] a block grant 
of Medicaid funds, removing the strings attached, 
so that we could be innovative with our Medicaid 
program. Wouldn’t it be nice if each individual state 
could determine on their own how to spend their 
Medicaid dollars, and determine that based on the 

Family event raises awareness, 
funds for program for children 
with developmental delays
By Sissy Courtney

The Brent Woodall Foundation for Exceptional 
Children celebrated its 10th year anniversary at its 
annual Walkabout at Andrew Brown Community 
Park East in Coppell Sep. 22.

“Close to 200 people participated in our Walk-
about for Autism,” said Carley Waltenburg, assistant 
director. “This was a wonderful time to reflect on 
the mission of the BWF and the children we sup-
port. Both children and adults participated in our 
Velocity Fitness Challenge. We had winners for each 
fitness station, and all the children who participated 
received prizes. 

“We were able to raise money and educate the 
community about autism and our mission, and 100 
percent of the monies raised goes to support the pro-
grams provided by the foundation,” Waltenburg said. 

Wounded warriors compete 
in golf tournament

cutline
cutline
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cutline

cutline
cutlineSee WARRIORS, Page 8

See HEALTH CARE, Page 8

See WALKABOUT, Page 8

High-flying success

cutline
cutline

See WARRIORS, Page 10
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109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

Weekday bistro 
Mon- Fri 11 AM - 2PM — $5.95 to $8.95

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
Oct. 14 & Nov. 4 

$25 — 11 AM - 2 PM

Elvis Fall Ball 
Oct. 19  

$30 — 7 PM- 11 PM

Book your wedding or event 
on Saturday or Sunday

HOLIDAY CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
Our venue transforms to host your event on 
site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Rambler is Copyrighted 2012

Director  Stacey Starkey  
Publisher  John Starkey 
Circulation Manager 214-676-1145 Tammy Pompa   
Sales Manager  Jeana Aguirre  
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The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole 
property of Rambler Newspapers, with all rights reserved. 
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If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a 
press release, or interesting story, please let us know.  The 
Rambler encourages submission of articles, facts, and 
photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and 
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Rambler #024981 is published weekly by 
Rambler Newspapers, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Rambler for $35 per 
year. The Rambler is also distributed in businesses and 
public areas. 

Deadline for the submission of articles and adver-
tising is noon Wednesday, prior to the publication date.  
All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opinions 
expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, 
or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily 
those of The Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff 
member. All articles, press releases, photographs and other 
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CORRECTION

n September 29 from 9 a.m. to Noon
Trinity Trash Bash

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) will be 
hosting the 21st Annual Trinity Trash 
Bash at the Trinity View Park, 2221 
E. Highway 356. This year attention 
will be given to the Elm Fork of the 
Trinity River and the land surround-
ing it. Meet at the pavilion near the 
soccer fields. For more information 
972-721-2175.

n September 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Prescription Drug Disposal Day

Residents have the opportunity to 
drop off their controlled pharmaceuti-
cal substances for proper disposal at 
two WalMart locations, 4100 W. Air-
port Freeway and 1635 Market Place 
Blvd. There is no cost to participate. 
Improper disposal of these medica-
tions can lead to unintentional use by 
babies, children and pets. For more 
information, contact Sgt. Joe Palomar 
at 972-721-2545.

n September 29 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Irving’s Big Read

Irving’s seventh annual community 
read, featuring Ray Bradbury’s “Fahr-
enheit 451,” kick-offs at the Central 
Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd., with the 
Stop, Drop and Read! Extravaganza 
and Pet Parade. Be part of the pet 
parade and enter the Sparky (Irving 
Fire Department’s mascot) lookalike 
contest, enjoy entertainment and a 
chili cook-off tasting.

n September 29 from 7 to 9 p.m.
Irving Black Arts Council Events

The Irving Black Arts Council 
invites the public to an evening of 
storytelling. Join griot Tony Brown as 
he guides you through an amazing ar-
ray of storytellers covering topics from 
the “Motherland to the Homeland”. 

Storytellers are likely to include, 
Charles Bell, Marqui Bell, Poet Efrim 
Zemill and others. African Desserts 
will be served by William Batson, 
Second Chance Sweets. 

Autographed copies of artist works 
will be available for purchase at the Ir-
ving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur 
Blvd., - Atrium/Suite 200, Irving. Ad-
mission price to $10 Adults, Children 
Under 17 Free.

If you need more information call 
214-993-8444.

n October 1 at 7 p.m.
2012 Coppell Reads Program

The William T. Cozby Library in 
Coppell will host the first Coppell 
Reads program, as we make Art Deco 
punched tin art, popular in the 1920s. 
Advanced registration is required, 
and is for adults 18 years and up. 
This year’s selection is Remember 
Ben Clayton by Stephen Harrigan. 
This moving novel tells the story of 
an aging sculptor, commissioned by 
a Texas rancher to create a memorial 
statue of his son, who was killed on 
the battlefields of WWI France. For 
more information call 972-304-3658.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Community supports OCHI by kiddin’ a round, which appeared on the 
second page of the Sep. 22 issue of the Rambler stated in error that the Irving 
Healthcare Foundation’s annual Kiddin’ a Round Miniature Golf Classic 
raised $100,000. The actual event total was around $15,000.

By Amanda Casanova
About 500 people stepped up to 

the starting line at the Citizens Devel-
opment Center’s Dash for Dignity on 
Sep. 22 at Waterway Tower.

The 19th annual 5K run and 
one mile fun run/walk supports 
the Citizens Development Center, a 
company that provides employment 
opportunities and training to men 
and women with all types of physical 
and cognitive disabilities.

David Patterson, executive di-
rector for the center, said the event 
would raise about $30,000 for the 
center, which is partly supported by 
United Way funds.

“We couldn’t have asked for bet-
ter weather for today,” Patterson said. 

“Great turnout.”
Vendors, including La Mad-

eleine and DJs Fred and Mercedes 
Badyna, set up for the one-day event, 
while children attending the race 
could get their face painted or hop 
in the bounce house.

“It’s a wonderful event,” said 
Donna Pietens, whose daughter has 
been helped by the Citizens Develop-
ment Center.

 “A whole lot of different people 
come out to help— not just families 
with disabled kids.

“Everybody comes out and helps 
get the word out about the Center.” 

The Center has helped Pietens’ 
daughter over the past 20 years, 
including finding her a job.

“I couldn’t do without it,” Pi-
etens said. “She loves it. It’s taught 
her how to be productive and teaches 
her that the money she earns she can 
spend, and she loves to shop.”

“Yeah,” said Pietens daughter, 
gripping her mom’s hand and smil-
ing.

The Citizens Development Cen-
ter helps about 160 people daily, 
and the run is the center’s largest 
fundraiser for the year.

“It’s so great to see it all come to-
gether,” Virginia Lockwood, director 
of development for the Center, said 
to the crowd.

By Amanda Casanova
The ClubCorp Charity Classic 

raised at least $23,000 for three 
different charities during a two-day 
event Sep. 21-22. The ClubCorp 
Charity Classic, an annual fundrais-
ing effort, benefitted the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association’s Augie’s 
Quest, the Employee Partners Care 
Foundation and the Dallas Maver-
icks Foundation.

The event was held at Hackberry 
Creek Country Club, a member of 
ClubCorp, an organization for pri-

vate golf and country clubs, business 
clubs, sports clubs and alumni clubs.

The event started Friday with a 
golf tournament, awards dinner and 
tennis triples mixer. 

At least 200 golfers participated 
in the tournament, according to Katie 
Baker, member relations coordinator 
for the club.

For the first time, the Classic 
sponsored a 5K run on Saturday 
through the Hackberry Creek com-
munity. 

“It’s a big initiative with all our 
clubs to give back,” Baker said. “Aside 
from benefitting great charities, a 
lot of times, the club is closed off 
to people so this is a chance for us 
to throw open the doors and let the 
community experience the club.”

The event also featured a concert 
on the lawn, a bounce house and a 
silent auction.

“By far, we’re on pace to raise 
three times what we did last year,” 
Baker said.

Hackberry Creek hosts annual charity event

Dash for Dignity raises funds for Citizens Development center

$11,000 Cash Paid Daily

(214) 492-0909
2420 W. Irving Blvd.

@ Story Road
(behind Bank of the West)
Visit www.bingoDFW.com

Bingo benefits your local charities: 
Irving Amatuer Radio Club, VFW 
2494 Ladies Auxilliary, Humane 
Society of Dallas, Am Vets Post 10

DAYTIME
M-F 12:15-1:30 pm      
SAT 2:30-3:45 pm

NIGHTLY
 7:15 pm Early Birds
 7:30 pm 1st session  
 8:45 2nd session

LATE NIGHT
Thur-Fri-Sat 10:30-11:45 pm

Bring in this ad 
for a FREE DAUBER!

A vendor makes a flower balloon for visitors at the Citizens Development Center’s Dash for 
Dignity on Sept. 22 at Waterway Tower.

Walkers make their way on 
the one mile course at the 
Dash for Dignity

A runner celebrates after 
finishing the one mile fun run.
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$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

FOR SALE by owner
3-1-1, Interior totally redone. New paint and 
like new hardwood floors. Large wood deck 
in rear with cover. Located in south central 

Irving.
Call (214) 908-3113

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

REAL ESTATE CEMETERY PLOTS

FOR SALE or LEASE
5,10,15,20,30, 40 or all 
52 acres are available

Red Baron Lair, 
GREAT LOCATION for private or 
commercial pilots w/all city utilities

52 +/- Acres on FM frontage in Ector, 
Fannin County

2,500 ft. IMPROVED AIRSTRIP, creek, 
lots of tall trees and agriculture exempt. 
Great for home/ cabin/ airplane hanger

BUY NOW before
 Development Pricing

Call Joe 903-327-8702

LEGAL NOTICES

FOR SALE
Four cemetery lots in Rainbow Gardens 
at Bluebonnet Hills in Colleyville all/part 

$5,000. Each call 214-361-4697

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
 Al Hamra Addition 

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR 
REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given for the following public hearing to consider resub-division 
or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described which will be 
held in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, 
Irving, Texas:

Al Hamra Addition (PL12-0015)
Being a replat of Lot 5, Block B, Greenview Hills Annex, and a tract of land out 
of McKinney & Williams Survey, Abstract No. 1065, page 785.  This property 
is located at 5016 Justin Dr., and on a tract of land north of W. Rochelle Road 
and west of Esters Road and is zoned M-FW (Freeway) and S-P-2 for R-6 
(Single Family) uses.

Planning and Zoning Commission:   Monday, October 15, 2012, 7:00 pm

The application is on file for public examination in the Department of Devel-
opment Services at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional 
information, please contact the Department of Development Services at (972) 
721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat when requesting information.
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may 
speak.  This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are 
available.  Re-quests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices 
must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED STREET NAME CHANGE 

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for a Street Name Change 
within the City of Irving, Texas:

LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF PUBLIC HEARING:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas
City Council: Thursday, October 18, 2012, 7:00 pm

STREET NAME CHANGE CASE  ZC12-0060:     A request to change the 
name of “Hackberry Road” to “Chartwell Drive”.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearing and express 
their opinions on the zoning change request.  Written response for the record 
may also be submitted to: 

City of Irving – Dept. of Develop-ment Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., 
Irving, TX 75060.

The application is on file for public review in Department of Development 
Services at the address listed above during normal business hours.  For ad-
ditional information, please contact the Department at (972) 721-2424.  Please 
reference the case number when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are avail-
able. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must 
be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at 
(972) 721-2493 for assistance.

The CITY OF IRVING, Texas will receive sealed responses in the Purchasing 
Division, 1st floor, 845 W. Irving Blvd, until the date and time below and will 
open responses at
the same location for the following items:

1. ITB# 001D-13F 
Grauwyler Rd – Carl Rd to

SH Loop 12 Phase 2
Due Date: 10/12/12 @ 3 p.m.

Mandatory Pre-Bid: 10/4/12 @ 10:30 a.m. or 10/5/12 @ 10 a.m.
2. ITB# 004M-13F

Electrical Services for
Water Utilities

Due Date: 10/16/12 @ 3 p.m.
Mandatory Pre-Bid: 10/4/12 
@ 9 a.m. or 10/5/12 @ 9 a.m.

3. RFQ# 009M-13F 
Architectural Services for

Restroom Renovations at Irving Arts Center
Due Date: 10/18/12 @ 3 p.m.
Pre-Bid: 10/10/12 @ 2 p.m.

4. RFQ# 010D-13F Architectural Services for Interior Finish out of Irving 
Valley Ranch Library

Due Date: 10/24/12 @ 3 p.m.
Pre-Bid Mtg: 10/11/12 2 p.m.

Responses must be received in a sealed envelope with solicitation number and 
due date on the envelope. Late responses cannot be accepted. Information 
may be found at www.cityofirving.org click
Departments/ Purchasing
Phone: 972.721.2631

Monday, October 22, 2012

CHECK IN
starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Driving Range Open
12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start 

Brookhaven Country Club
3333 Gol�ng Green Dr., Dallas, TX 75023

First 240 paid golfers  
Format: Florida Scramble

PLAYER FEE
$95.00 per golfer
Proper golf attire
No Denim, No spikes  
Fee Includes:
◆ Lunch at 11:30 a.m  
◆ Return golf-Free Green 
for 4-$300 dollar value
◆ Dinner a�er play by 
Spring Creek BBQ
◆ Silent auction and Prizes

DEADLINE
Tuesday, October 16
Register and pay on-line at
www.Irvingpolicassociation.com 

Golf 
Tournament

Bene�ting Make-A-Wish Foundation

MANY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE OPTIONS
Contact Travis Hammond for more information at 

thammond@irvingpoliceassociation.com 

Monday, October 22, 2012

CHECK IN
starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Driving Range Open
12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start 

Brookhaven Country Club
3333 Gol�ng Green Dr., Dallas, TX 75023

First 240 paid golfers  
Format: Florida Scramble

PLAYER FEE
$95.00 per golfer
Proper golf attire
No Denim, No spikes  

Fee Includes:
◆ Lunch at 11:30 a.m  
◆ Return golf-Free Green 
for 4-$300 dollar value
◆ Dinner a�er play by 
Spring Creek BBQ
◆ Silent auction and Prizes

DEADLINE
Tuesday, October 16
Register and pay on-line at
www.Irvingpolicassociation.com 

Golf 
Tournament

Bene�ting Make-A-Wish Foundation

MANY SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE OPTIONS
Contact Travis Hammond for more information at 

thammond@irvingpoliceassociation.com 

$
Are you a go-getter?

Like meeting people?
Can you work the deal?

Rambler Newspapers is looking for an energetic, 
self-motivated individual to help grow our business. 
The right person must have the ability to cold 
call, prospect and work extensively with local 
business owners to develop advertising plans to 
grow their business. Previous advertising sales 
experience is helpful, but not required. Reliable 
transportation, valid driver’s license, current auto 
insurance and a good driving record is required.  
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
Selling and preparing ad copy for production; 
preparing advertising campaigns and preparing 
billing summaries and aiding in the collection 
process. Candidate should have a successful sales 
history, enjoy working with people, be goal-oriented 
and possess an entrepreneurial spirit. Established 
accounts available with excellent commission 
opportunities.
If you are looking for a career opportunity with 
a growing company and have a desire to be 
successful, we want to hear from you.
Bilingual a plus.

Call 972-870-1992 for more information

University of Dallas 
moves up in US News 
Best Colleges Ranking

U.S. News & World Report’s 
2013 rankings of the nation’s best 
colleges are out and the University of 
Dallas has moved up two spots from 
last year to number 12 among 129 
institutions categorized as “regional 
universities” in the West region. This 
year’s ranking places the university 
second among Texas’s 31 other re-
gional universities and sixth among 
all Catholic institutions in the West 
region. The region consists of 15 
western states, including California, 
Colorado and Texas.

In addition to naming the Uni-
versity of Dallas one of America’s Best 
Colleges, U.S. News & World Report 
recognized the university as one of 
15 “Best Value Schools” in the West 
region and as an “A+ School for B 
Students.” To make the latter list, col-
leges and universities had to “admit a 
meaningful proportion of applicants 
whose test scores and class standing 
put them in non-‘A’ territory.”

“We are pleased and honored to 
once again be identified as one of the 
country’s top universities. Rankings 
like these are the direct result of a 
tremendous amount of hard work 
and dedication from our students, 
faculty and staff, and our unrelent-
ing commitment to providing the 
very best academic experience,” 
said University of Dallas President 
Thomas W. Keefe. “Our U.S News 
ranking, combined with similar re-
cent recognition from The Princeton 
Review, Forbes and the Fiske Guide, 
confirms the strength and excellence 
of our academic programs.”

Since July, the University of Dal-
las has received multiple prestigious 
distinctions, including being named 
one of the country’s best institutions 
for undergraduate education by The 
Princeton Review, one of “America’s 
Best Colleges” by Forbes and a “Best 
Buy” by the Fiske Guide to Colleges.

Source: University of Dallas 

Baylor Medical Center at Ir-
ving employees recently donated 
$12,600 to a new education fund that 
honors the life and career of former 
colleague Susan Howell, who died 
earlier this year. 

Howell was the director of mate-
rial services at Baylor for 30 years. 
The Irving Healthcare Foundation’s 
Board of Directors then matched 
the employees’ gifts in a ratio of 2:1, 
thereby adding $25,200 to the dol-
lars available in this fund, which will 
send personnel from non-clinical 

departments at the hospital for con-
tinuing education and certification 
training. 

“The generosity extended by 
Susan’s Baylor Irving family is no 
surprise to me,” said Baylor Irving’s 
Chief Financial Officer Lucy Catala. 
“She was loved by many and is 
missed by more. This fund is only a 
small token of what an inspiration 
Susan was to all of us. Knowing how 
important an education was to her 
and her willingness to help, regard-
less of the circumstance, makes being 
able to pay it forward, in her honor, 
extra special.

The first employee to benefit 
from this fund is Baylor Medical 
Center at Irving Service Excellence 
Manager Stacy Albert. 

“Attending the Hospital Con-
sumer Assessment of Healthcare 
Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) 
Summit was an excellent way to 
identify opportunities to enhance 
the patient and family experience,” 
Albert said. “It was an honor and 
privilege to represent Baylor Irving 
and help support the overall service 
culture and improvement efforts to 
serve our community.”

Source: Irving Healthcare Foundation

Howell funds non-clinical education at Baylor Irving

Susan Howell

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com



THE RAMBLER www.IrvingRambler.comSeptember 29, 2012Page 4

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

Los Lupes
3644 Irving Mall

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hey there everyone! My name is 
Sombra. I'm about 5 years old. As 
you can tell from my lovely pearl 
necklace, I'm all girl. I made sure to 
get dolled up for my photo so people 
can see just how beautiful I really am. 
I'm a sweetie with a huge heart and a 
friendly smile for just about everyone 
I meet. I hope you'll stop by soon for 
some treats and cuddles with me.

Hi my name is 
Paula. I am a 
very unique 
8-month-old 
spayed white 
female with the 
cutest bluish 
gray spot on 
my head. I was 
rescued from 
another shelter. 
No one knows 
for sure, but it looks like I was attacked 
by a dog. I had to have my tail 
amputated. BUT, in spite of all this pain 
I love to be held and loved on. I start 
purring as soon as you pick me up. 
Please come by and give me the safe 
and loving home I deserve.

DOWN

1. MONEY: Who was the first 
president to appear on a U.S. 
coin?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What three 
states border on the state of 
Louisiana?
3. MUSIC: Which rock star 
had a hit song with “Papa 
Don’t Preach”?
4. GAMES: The properties 
in the U.S. version of “Mo-

nopoly” are based on streets 
in which city?
5. TELEVISION: On what 
sketch comedy show did 
Jim Carrey make a name for 
himself in the 1990s?
6. LANGUAGE: What does 
the word “torpid” mean?
7. MOVIES: Who were the 
three actors in “Three Men 
and a Little Lady”?
8. BIBLE: What kind of wood 
was Noah’s ark made of?
9. PHOBIAS: What fear is 
represented in the condition 
called “glossophobia”?
10. ENTERTAINERS: Who 

was Paul McCartney’s first 
wife?

Answers
1. Abraham Lincoln
2. Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Texas.
3. Madonna
4. Atlantic City, N.J.
5. “In Living Color”
6. Sluggish
7. Tom Selleck, Steve Gutten-
berg and Ted Danson
8. Gopher wood (cypress)
9. Fear of public speaking
10. Linda Eastman

• It was Canadian Ameri-
can educator Laurence J. 
Peter who made the following 
sage observation: “You can al-
ways tell a real friend: When 
you’ve made a fool of yourself, 
he doesn’t feel you’ve done a 
permanent job.”

• In Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., it is illegal to keep 
indoor furniture outdoors. 

• Mike Edwards, one 

of the founding members 
of the British band Electric 
Light Orchestra, met with 
an untimely death decades 
after he left the group. In 
2010, as Edwards was driv-
ing in the rural southwest of 
England, a farmer lost control 
of a 1,300-pound bale of hay. 
This wheel-shaped bale rolled 
down a hill and over a hedge, 
and just happened to smash 
into the van that Edwards 
was driving. 

• The honeybee is the of-
ficial insect of 17 states.

• Those who study such 
things say that there is a 

1 million to 1 chance that, 
within the next century, an 
asteroid will crash into the 
Earth and destroy most life 
on the planet. 

• In 2008 a company 
called Defense Devices, based 
in Jackson, Tenn., introduced 
a new item: a stun gun dis-
guised as a tube of lipstick. 
The same company offers a 
ring that shoots pepper spray. 

• You might be surprised 
to learn that the giant bull-
frogs of South Africa have 
sometimes been known to 
attack lions. 

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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Even Exchange— Ships

   

 

THEY WERE THERE FOR YOUR FAMILY… 

WILL YOU BE THERE FOR THEIRS?  
BE A HERO TO THE CHILD OF A FIREFIGHTER  
SUPPORT THE FIRE FOUNDATION EDUCATIONAL FUND TODAY!  
EDUCATING THE CHILDREN OF CITY OF IRVING FIRST RESPONDERS AND STAFF  

JOIN US AT THE FIREFIGHTERS’ BALL
BENEFITTING THE IFF EDUCATION FUND 

NOVEMBER 3  
FOUR SEASONS RESORT & CLUB  

Tickets $125 per person 
Small business and corporate sposnorships available! Call today! 
To find out more visit us online at irvingfirefightersball.com 
or contact monica at 214.755.8711  monica@irvingfirefoundation.org

CAN’T ATTEND BUT WANT TO HELP? GO TO IRVINGFIREFOUNDATION.ORG AND CLICK ON DONATE    
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JOIN US AT THE FIREFIGHTERS’ BALL
BENEFITTING THE IFF EDUCATION FUND 

NOVEMBER 3 
FOUR SEASONS RESORT & CLUB  

Tickets $125 per person 
Small business and corporate sposnorships available! Call today! 
To find out more visit us online at irvingfirefightersball.com 
or contact monica at 214.755.8711  monica@irvingfirefoundation.org

CAN’T ATTEND BUT WANT TO HELP? GO TO IRVINGFIREFOUNDATION.ORG AND CLICK ON DONATE    

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

* HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2D    PG
12:25    2:40    7:10

* HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3D    PG
4:55    9:25

* LOOPER    R
1:05    4:20    7:15    10:00

* WONT BACK DOWN    PG
1:15    4:00    6:55    9:40

DREDD 2D    R
12:25

DREDD 3D    R
2:50    5:15    7:40    10:05

HOUSE AT THE END OF
THE STREET    PG13

1:35    4:10    7:30    10:00

END OF WATCH    R
1:55    4:40    7:15    9:50

* TROUBLE WITH THE CURVE    
PG13

1:40    4:25    7:00    9:35

RESIDENT EVIL 5 2D    R
12:40

RESIDENT EVIL 5 3D    R
3:00    5:20    7:40    10:10

FINDING NEMO 2-D    G
1:45

FINDING NEMO 3-D    G
4:30    7:00    9:30

THE CAMPAIGN    R
12:35    2:45    4:55    7:05    9:15

* - Fully Restricted
# - No Passes

By Phil Cerroni
Many times heroic people are 

pitted against each other. Although 
they have the same goals, passions 
and loves, a chance occurrence turns 
them into mortal enemies. This was 
the case with a fight that raged from 
Irving to Florida to the World Wide 
Web. Did I mention all of this was 
over a dog?

It began in June when, a stray 
Chihuahua was brought to the Irving 
Animal Care Campus where she was 
taken in and named Flower.

Flower’s owner never came 
for her, and she wasted away in the 
shelter, refusing to eat and becoming 
very sick. This continued until an 
initiative run by shelter volunteers 
took an interest in the dog.

“They see where an animal is in 
need of an adoption; they do glamour 
shots of the animals; they post the 
picture to Facebook; they send out 
a Facebook blast across the nation,” 
said Teresa Adrian, Director of Code 
Enforcement for the City of Irving. 
“That’s their rescue efforts, and they 
do a wonderful job of that. The Face-
book volunteers are not in control of 
the adoption process itself. They’re 
just out there getting the word out.”

It was not long before Michelle 
Clark, a pet owner in Florida found 
the pictures of Flower, decided she 
wanted to adopt the dog and was 
approved by Animal Services on 
June 28. Then, with the help of her 
friends, Clark raised enough money 
to transport Flower to Florida How-
ever, because Flower was not eating 
and becoming progressively weaker 
she was not able to travel.

Animal Services finally attrib-
uted Flower’s lack of appetite to her 
bad teeth, and Clark offered to have 
the work done in Florida at her own 
expense if they would just send the 
dog earlier. The decision was made, 
however, to have the work done in 
Texas, and some of the transporta-
tion money Clark and her friends 
had raised was used for Flower’s oral 
surgery.

***
When Flower first came to the 

shelter, she was skittish and was not 
friendly with most people, but one 
woman developed an affinity for the 
animal. 

“One of the volunteers, Jennifer 
Thompson started taking an interest 
in the dog. She started saying she re-
ally needed to take it home, foster it, 
help it get better and maybe take it to 
get its dental work done, which she 
probably needed,” said Darrel Ham-
mond, Code Enforcement Manager 
for Irving.

Two weeks after Clark was put 
in the system as Flower’s new owner, 
Thompson took the dog in to foster 
care, and her loving care of Flower 
was instrumental in nursing the 
animal back to health.

“We will admit the people at 
the shelter told us the dog probably 
wouldn’t have lived if she hadn’t 
taken it,” said Hammond. 

As the days progressed, Flower 
began to grow stronger, and Thomp-
son, after falling in love with her, 
applied to adopt and was approved 
on July 20.

This created a difficult situation 
for Animal Services. Although Flower 
had already been adopted by Clark, 
there was a precedent for letting 
fosters keep animals.

“This is an unusual circum-
stance. We have not had a lot of cir-
cumstances like this, in fact I am not 
aware of any other situation where 
this has happened,” Adrian com-
mented. “If they [Animal Services] 
have a person providing foster care 
to an animal, they typically allow that 
person to adopt the animal because 
they’ve had an opportunity to bond 
with the animal through the foster-
ing. What is unusual about this situ-
ation however is that the animal had 
already been adopted or authorized 
to be adopted by the lady in Florida, 
to the point where she received a 
notification a week prior to the vol-
unteer who had offered to adopt this 
animal, received a notification from 
us congratulating her on the adoption 

and asking her to fill out a survey.”
***
Clark, having been told that 

Flower would have dental work one 
and then be able to travel was begin-
ning to become a bit worried when 
the dog was not being sent to her. 

“This lady in Florida started 
bombarding them with calls and 
emails, ‘What’s going on, it’s been six 
weeks; the dog should be perfectly 
fine to travel’, yet she kept being put 
off and eventually when she was told 
that the foster lady was keeping the 
dog, well she really became upset 
then.” Hammond said.

“We believe the foster lady kept 
it a while, fell in love with it, which 
fosters generally don’t do, aren’t 
supposed to do,” Hammond said. 
“They’re fostering it until it goes to 
the home. She took the dog with that 
understanding. But she probably told 
people at the shelter, continued to tell 
them it wasn’t able to travel, and she 
needed to keep it to take care of it.”

At this point Teresa Adrian had 
to make a difficult decision, whether 
to give the dog to Thompson who 
was a dedicated, local volunteer or 
to honor their agreement with Clark. 
She decided to give Flower to Clark.

“I made the decision based on 
all of the information that I had from 
City staff, some of the feedback I got 
from some of the volunteers and 
feedback I got from the woman who 
ultimately got Flower,” Adrian said.

What followed was a vicious 
custody battle. 

One of the skirmishes occurred 
when some of the shelter volunteers 
ran a background check on Clark and 
claimed it contained information 
stating she was unfit.

“We’re not even sure yet who 
did it. We’re confident it wasn’t our 
staff, however we’re still investigat-
ing that,” Hammond said. “However 
these volunteers we partner with 
have access to the pet point system 
[software where they keep track of 
the adoptions and the intakes, ap-
prove rescue groups and foster care].”

Although Irving does not have 
a rigorous vetting process for adop-
tions, both Adrian and Hammond 
stressed this is not a problem, and 
the City responsibly chooses who 
they approve for adoption.

“Based on the information there 
was no reason to believe there were 
any concerns with this person adopt-
ing this animal,” Adrian said firmly. 
“There are some other circumstances 
that I would really prefer not to com-
ment on right now, because there’s 
a lot of ‘he said, she said’ between 
the adopter and the volunteers. We 
are currently looking through all of 
those comments and seeing if we 
can make some sense out of some of 
the concerns that arose between the 
volunteer and the adopter.”

“We’re trying to get dogs out 
of the shelter, so they’re not eutha-
nized, therefore, most anybody who 
expresses an interest that wants to 
adopt a dog can pay the adoption fee,” 
continued Hammond. “We don’t go 
out, inspect their homes, see if they 
have a clean house, or if they’re a 
hoarder. At no time and in no city 
that I know of, do they do a criminal 
background check on somebody to 
see if adopters are fit.

“Evidently some of the vol-
unteer partners of the foster did a 
background check, and supposedly 
the woman had some tax issues in 
another state or something. That’s 
none of our business,” reiterated 
Hammond.

Another measure taken by 
Thompson was to post a petition 
asking the City of Irving to reverse 
its decision.

The City has not done so.
“Basically this was a stray animal 

that came into our shelter and was 
up for adoption and it was adopted 
out,” stated Adrian. “The animal is 
in a good environment as far as we 
can see. Unfortunately, there was a 
situation where this dog was prom-
ised to two different people, and we 
allowed this animal to be adopted by 
the one who it had originally been 
promised to.” 

Flower was finally taken to 
Florida where Clark greeted her at 
the airport with flyers and balloons, 
and everything seems to be going 
quite well for the Chihuahua in her 
new home.

“The photos that have been 
sent show she has a clean beautiful 
home. The dog is well cared for, 
looks healthy as can be, looks active, 
isn’t withdrawn – there’s nothing to 
indicate there’s anything wrong with 
the woman,” Hammond said.

Not everything is perfectly 
mended back here in Irving, though.

“The volunteer has expressed 
an interest in not continuing their 
volunteer service, however, they 
are continuing to request that the 
decision that was made be reversed,” 
Adrian said sadly.

Hammond summed up the 
whole regrettable ordeal and the 
misunderstandings when he said:

“These people are real emotional 
who get involved with dogs. I think 
basically the foster woman took the 
dog knowing she was fostering it, it 
was already promised to be adopted. 
That’s the normal case, foster people 
don’t normally keep the dog. I think 
she fell in love with it. She did take 
good care of it, its health improved, 
and she decided she wanted to keep 
it.”

School enrollment continues to grow
Irving ISD has set a new record of students enrolled in the district. As of 

Sep. 6, the eight day of school, Irving ISD’s enrollment totaled 34,865, which is 
275 more students than the eighth day of school last year. Irving ISD currently 
sits 427 students below the projected peak enrollment of 35,312. Enrollment 
has increased by 1,765 students since the first day of school.

Source: Irving ISD

A dog called Flower
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vivacious lady who charmed everyone 
she met were held at Ben F. Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home at 2:00 P.M. 
on Friday, September 28, 2012.  Burial 
followed at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens.  The family received friends 
at the funeral home Thursday evening 
from 6:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M.

Hal White Payne
Hal White Payne, born on 

December 31, 1940, passed away 
September 20, 2012 in Mountain 
city, Tn. He was a native of Irving, 

Tx. Also was a 
veteran of the 
United States 
Marine corp, 
he is preceded 
in death by his 
w i f e ,  N e l d a 
Joyce Payne 
o f  4 3  y e a r s 

and grand daughter, Megan Boone. 
He is survived by his sister, Mary 
Alice Jones;  four children, Danny 
Payne, Tammy Farrow and husband 
Danny, Kenneth Payne, Mary Morgan; 
eight grandchildren,  Christie Miller, 
Brandon Payne, Danny Farrow II 
and wife Kayla, Misty Grisham and 
husband Stephen, Josh Farrow, Nicole 
Farrow, Charlie Payne, Maryanna 
Payne; one great granddaughter, 
Cheyenne Grisham.

Polly Warner
Polly Warner, 98, passed away on 

September 26, 2012 in Irving, Texas. 
She was born on June 02, 1914 in Blue 

Ridge, Texas to 
Newt & Ermine 
(Akin) Burton. 
Polly had been 
a resident of 
I rv ing  s ince 
1946 where she 
was a charter 
m e m b e r  o f 

Kirkwood United Methodist Church. 
She was a founding member of the 
Irving Book Review Club, was active 
in Bona Fide, Order of Eastern Star 
and Daughters of the Nile Shalman 
Chapter No. 90. 

She and her husband, Everett 
loved traveling to all parts of the world. 
They were active for many years with 

Francile Butler
For more than forty years, 

Francile was the “Reading Whisperer” 
in the Irving Independent School 

District. It was 
often said by 
grateful parents 
and astonished 
students that 
“Mrs. Butler 
could teach a 
wall to read.”  
N o  c h i l d ’ s 

problems were too great a challenge 
nor too heavy a burden for Francile 
to bear. True to form, she ingrained 
in her own daughters the belief that 
learning was the rainbow and reading 
the pot of gold.  

     Who would have guessed 
the petite goldilocks born Francile 
Morrison on September 22, 1916 in 
rural Oklahoma would become the 
first person in her family to earn a 
college degree? How she loved her 
Stephen F. Austin Lumberjacks. 

     It was that hard-won education 
that took her to the oil patch in New 
Mexico to begin her beloved teaching 
career. It was there she met her Knight 
In Shining Armor, Nolan Butler. 
Nolan, Francile, and baby Alice made 
their way to the tiny town of Irving, 
Texas in 1943, where Francile Butler 
dedicated herself to the education 
of the children in a growing and 
diverse community. The burning 
commitment that every child could 
and should love to learn remained a 
driving force throughout Francile’s 
long and successful life, and motivated 
her to continue her education at 
Southern Methodist University, where 
she earned a Master’s Degree in 
Education.  

     Francile’s love of teaching and 
pride as an educator was eclipsed 
only by her love and dedication to 
her family. Francile left no one in 
doubt how proud she was of her 
“girls”, and how much they meant 
to her. Each of her three daughters 
was equally everything to her, and 
they knew it. She never grew tired of 
telling her grandchildren, Andrea and 
Andrew, that she loved them “more 
than any grandmother ever loved any 
grandchildren in the world.”  

     Several cherished members 
of Francile’s immediate family were 
waiting with joy for her to join them 
in Heaven as the sun dawned on 
the beautiful morning of September 
25, 2012, including husband Nolan, 
grandson Andrew Hill, mother and 
father Viva and Lee Morrison, and 
brothers, Jack and Merritt Morrison.  

     Francile adored her “sons”, 
John Moseley, Ray Sanchez, and Louis 
Blaylock, who she entrusted to hold 
her precious daughters, Alice Ruth 
and Nolanda Sue Butler, and Mary 
Lou Blaylock, in loving arms.  

     Francile made it known to 
all her family, including much loved 
niece, Jacqualea Cooley, and nephew, 
Kenneth Morrison, that she hoped 
in lieu of sending flowers when she 
went to meet her longed-for Jesus, 
her friends would make a donation 
to the ALICE BUTLER THEATRE 
SCHOLARSHIP, through the Dallas 
County Community College District 
Foundation. 

     Services for the beautiful, witty, 

NOTICES

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

OBITUARIES

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242
Lorld Glen Sharp, 97  

July 4, 1915 – September 21, 2012
 Wanda Lou LaVarnway, 77  

July 27, 1935 – September 21, 2012
James E. Winkelman, 80  

December 26, 1931 – September 25, 2012
 

Arrangements made by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home, 

972-259-7644
Donald Watson, 72 

April 7, 1940 - September 23, 2012
Marie Smith, 90 

October 11, 1921 - September 26, 2012
Ellen Tseng, 85

April 19, 1927 - September 22, 2012
Jeff Golden, Jr., 84 

February 3, 1928 - September 18, 2012 

Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 

972-579-1313
Calvin DeWayne Straughter, 30
November 22, 1982 – August 11, 2012

the Hella Shrine Clowns Unit where 
they went to many circus’, parades 
and hospitals putting smiles on many 
faces. Polly was a beautiful seamstress, 
making all of her daughter’s and 
granddaughter’s doll clothes and 
many of their dresses. Polly was 
preceded in death by the love of her 
life her husband, Everett Warner, Sr. 

She is survived by her son, 
Everett Warner, Jr. and wife, Carol 
of Irving, daughter, Susan Rogers 
and husband, Jack of Albuquerque, 
NM; four grandchildren, Shari Gray 
of Heath, TX., Carie Sirois of Plano, 
TX, Grigori Rogers and Alina Rogers 
of Albuquerque, NM; and three great 
grandchildren, Brittany Gray, Corey 
Gray and Alexis Schaffner. The family 
will receive friends for visitation 
and funeral services on  Saturday, 
September 29, 2012 at Kirkwood 
United Methodist Church, 2232 W. 
Fifth St., Irving, TX. 75060, visitation 
from 10:00AM- 11:00AM and funeral 
services at 11:00AM.  Interment will 
follow at Royse City Cemetery in 
Royse City, Texas at 2:30PM.  In lieu 
of flowers memorials may be made to 
Kirkwood United Methodist Church – 
Missions Fund.  Funeral arrangements 
conducted under the direction of 
Restland Coppell Chapel.

Jerry B. Williams
Jerry B. Williams, age 79 of Irving, 

TX passed away on Sunday, September 
23, 2012 on his way to church. He was 
born in OKC, Oklahoma to Horace 
and Opal Williams. Jerry graduated 
from Warsaw High School then 
enlisted in the Navy during the Korean 
Conflict. He then graduated with BA 
in business from Lamar University in 
Beaumont. Jerry owned ChemMark 
Services of Dallas and KwikKar of 
Rockwall. For the last 15 years he 
worked for the Dallas and Irving ISD 
as a Director and Routing Specialist 
in the Transportation Depts. The 
most important roles were being a 
father and grandfather. Survivors 
include daughters, Melissa Williams 
and husband Scott Sewell, Cindy Leal 
and husband Xavier; grandchildren, 
Casey, Taylor, Sienna, Aubrey, Matt 
and Samantha; sisters, Betty Miller, 
Lura Cone and husband Harold; 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
friends.  A Memorial Service will be 
11:00 a.m., on Saturday, Sept. 29th 
at Fundamental Baptist Church in 
Irving. 

The Rambler Newspapers’ staff meets at Glory 
House Bistro at 11:30 a.m. on Mondays to 
discuss and assign news stories to the writers. 
The public is invited to make suggentions about 
what is important to you.
Irving is a diverse and varied city. Your input 
and ideas could become future stories. The  
Remember strives to provide  community news 
about events and issues important to Irving 
residents.

You are not required to buy lunch to tell us what you 
think, but we cannot provide you with a free lunch.

Tell Us
What is happening

Glory House is located at:
    109 S. Main Street
   Irving TX 75060
   In downtown Irving

Funny car racing champion 
speaks with students

Universal Technical Institute (UTI) Dallas recently welcomed 
two-time National Hot Rod Association full throttle drag racing series 
funny car champion Cruz Pedregon to its campus. Cruz celebrated 
his birthday with students and staff by signing autographs, sharing 
highlights of his racing career and giving students a chance to look 
under the hood of his race car. 

“We were thrilled to have a visit to our campus from a high-profile 
driver,” said Jesus Miranda, Director of Education at UTI. “It is great 
for our students to meet someone who has achieved great success in 
his chosen career and learn more about the technology of race cars.” 

Cruz started his NHRA career in 1987 and after racing for years 
became a color analyst for ESPN’s drag racing coverage in 2001. In 
2002, after taking a year off from racing, he assembled a team that 
qualified for 18 national events. He has since earned his second career 
NHRA Full Throttle Series world championship title and raced to a win 
last year in Dallas where he achieved his career best for time and speed. 

Source: Universal Technical Institute Dallas 

Courtesy Photo

UTI Dallas students check out Cruz 
Pedregon’s race car during his visit 
to the campus.
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Hotel Transylvania
Rated: PG

There are the typical clichés 
for animated family films like Hotel 
Transylvania. A Monster Mash of 

fun. Check in for 
lots of laughter. 
Count on this one 
to be a hit with 
the whole family. 
And all of these 
would be right 
on the mummy, 
I mean money. 
Well recognized 
voices, a warm 
hearted premise, 
and a plethora of 
witty lines make 
this a solid film.

Dracula (Adam Sandler - voice) 
is a single father doing his best to raise 
his daughter Mavis (Selena Gomez - 
voice) in a safe environment far away 
from the humans. So he builds a hotel 
and over the centuries it becomes a 
retreat for all the monsters where they 
can come and relax and not have to 
worry about torches and pitchforks. 
Now Mavis is turning 118 and Drac 
is throwing a huge party to celebrate. 
When a college aged human (Andy 
Samberg - voice) stumbles into the 
hotel he not only catches the eye of 
Mavis but might destroy the reputa-
tion of the entire hotel.

Just having all the well known 
monsters and playing off of all the 
stereotypes would be enough to make 
this a successful film. But when you 
add the very sweet story of a father 
wanting to protect his daughter from 
the world it elevates it to much more. 
The irony of the monsters being 
scared of the humans and Dracula be-
ing this loving father makes the par-
able solid. The dialogue between the 
young human and Drac is chopped 
full of messages of tolerance and 
culture clash. It is obvious that the 
writers are using these moments to 
get us to think about how we judge 
others. Luckily this doesn’t take away 
from the fun and youngsters will love 
it regardless.

The creation of the monsters 
is also a plus. Mavis is this young 
hipster chic and what you would 
expect Dracs daughter to look like. 
Frankenstein (Kevin James - voice) 
is this lumbering good hearted guy 
who is like an uncle to Mavis. It is 
a modern telling that will appeal to 
this new generation of movie goers. 
It even has some musical numbers 
thrown in for good measure.

Hotel Transylvania is rated PG 
for some rude humor, action and 
scary images. There is little if any-
thing to be offended about in this one. 
It might even be a good way to show 
your skittish youngsters that any-
thing they think is living under their 
bed is more than likely more scared 
of them. Parents will appreciate the 
love and concern of a dad for his little 
girl. Drac learns that you can’t shield 
your child from every danger, but you 
have to allow them to live and learn 
on their own. 

I give it a full on 4 out of 5 zombie 
bell hops. I darn good time for the 
whole family.

Copyright 2012 Mungleshow Productions. 

All rights reserved.

“I believe, help..!”

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

September 23  — Servant of All
Mark 9:30-37

BIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN USABAPTIST

WORSHIP

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST

To include your house of worship in the Worship Section listings, please call 
(972) 870-1992 or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com. Fees apply.

Worship & Bible Fellowship: 9:30 & 10:50 a.m. 
1004 S. Story Rd. Irving, TX  75060, 972.790.3629, myoakview.org

Begins September 30

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2620 West Grauwyler Rd., Irving, TX 75061    www.gslcirving.com

Annual Autumn Fundraiser
Spaghetti Dinner, Chili Cook Off, Gift Raffle
Games and Costume Parade

FALL FUN FESTIVAL

October 27   5:30-8:30pm

60th Diamond Jubilee Anniversary 
KIRKWOOD UMC’s 

60th Diamond Jubilee Anniversary 
is next month! 

3:00 p.m. Open House - cookies, lemonade, ice tea
 Historic Slide Show
 Family History Workshop
5:00 p.m. Ice Cream Social
6-9:30 p.m.  Game Night

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

More details 
in next weeks issue 

of the Rambler!

A taste of opening festivities beginning next Saturday:

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

husband, and the only job she could 
find was working in a pizza place. 

“After all that college,” she said. 
She decided, if her husband could be 
in the military, so could she. 

“I took that ‘why not attitude’ 
and decided to join the Army.” Mc-
Cormick said. “I had a college degree, 
so I could do anything (in the Army).”

But she was not sure what she 
wanted to do, so she interviewed 
soldiers at Fort Polk and asked them 
how they liked their jobs and what 
they would have done differently. 
Over and over, she heard being a 
helicopter pilot was the best job.

“I had never even considered 
it before,” McCormick said. So she 
went to the flight line and asked the 
lieutenants and captains, “If you had 
it to do over again, what would you 
do? If you could do ANYTHING, 
what would you do? And they said, ‘I 
would go with warrant officer pilot.’”

She said that officers – lieuten-
ants, captains, generals – who are 
helicopter pilots, are leaders first, pi-
lots second. Warrant officers are part 
of a special corps that receives their 
appointment based on technical skill. 

“They are the ones that run the 
nuclear program; they’re the ones 
that are helicopter pilots and fixed 
winged pilots for the military,” Mc-
Cormick said. “Would you rather fly 
with a warrant officer, whose only 
job is to be tactfully and technically 
proficient in their job, or a command-
ing officer who only does it once in a 
while? No question, right? The war-
rant officer.”

So she went to the warrant of-
ficer’s lounge area. 

“They’re all sitting around study-
ing with their flash cards and note 
cards,” McCormick said. “I asked 
them, ‘If you could do anything dif-
ferent, would you do anything differ-
ently?’ They all said, ‘No,’ and I said, 
‘That’s the job for me.’”

She said the first step in the 
process was going to the recruiter, 
who she told she wanted to go into 
the warrant officer flight training 
program, but he immediately told 
her, “You can’t do that. You have to 
have perfect eyesight.”

“Got that,” McCormick told him.
“You have to be in perfect physi-

cal condition,” he said.
“Yeah, I got that,” she said.
“You’d need a college degree,” 

the recruiter said.
“I said, ‘Ha, ha. I’ve got two and a 

half,’” McCormick said. “And he goes, 
‘Well, you need leadership.’ 

“So, I go, ‘I started an honor 
society on my college campus, was 
president for two years, and my last 
year served on their national board. 
Does that count?’”

When she went for her flight 
physical, the flight doctor said, “Little 
girl, do you know how hard it is to get 
into the flight program? Are you sure 
you’re not wasting my time?”

After passing the physical, Mc-
Cormick passed other entrance 

hurdles and then had to take a flight 
attitude skills test called the FAST 
test, and numerous other tests, and 
at every turn, there was somebody 
trying to convince her she was not 
good enough, strong enough or smart 
enough to be a helicopter pilot. But 
finally, she made it. She found out 
later that there were only two slots 
available in the entire nation when 
her packet went to the Pentagon. She 
said it was belief in herself that helped 
her prevail.

McCormick taught her audience 
what she called her five lessons to 
Soaring to Success.

Lesson 1: Believe in yourself. 
“You get to choose,” McCormick 

said. “Choose to believe in yourself.” 
She was Number Two in her basic 
training class; she finished at the 
top of the Warrant Officer Train-
ing School; she almost failed flight 
school. 

Lesson 2: You don’t have to be 
first to win. Only compare yourself 
to yourself. McCormick said she 
was last in her flight class, but it did 
not matter because she passed and 
became a pilot just the same as the 
person who was first in her class. 

“I went from being first to last, 
and I don’t think I’ve ever been 
happier about anything,” she said. 
“When we compare ourselves to 
someone else, we’re the loser, so why 
even bother? All comparison does is 
suck the joy out of our lives. You get 
to choose what success looks like in 
your business and in your life. Why 
let comparing ourselves to somebody 
else steal our joy?”

Lesson 3: Take care of yourself.
McCormick told her audience, 

“If you work at peak level, you will 
have ups and downs, but if you keep 
yourself at your optimal level, you will 
perform at your best all the time. If 
we don’t take care of ourselves, who 
takes care of us? You have a respon-
sibility to take care of yourself first, 
so that you can be there for everyone 
else; so that you can be your best self; 
so that you can perform at your op-
timal level every day. It’s not selfish. 
You’re giving your family and your 
business your best self. They deserve 
that, so take care of yourself.”

Lesson 4: “C.A.N. is an aviation 
term,” McCormick said. “There are 
three things as a pilot that you have 
to do. If you always do these three 
things, it will transform you.”

C: Communicate. McCormick 
said not to assume people know what 
you want. 

“Communicate what you need,” 
she said. “Giving proactive, positive 
communication will make a differ-
ence in your life.”

A: Aviate. “Aviating is action,” 
McCormick said. She said most air-
craft accidents happen when the pilot 
becomes fixated on a problem and 
forgets to fly. “In a helicopter, there 
is no autopilot. Your life is the same 
way; you cannot check out; you have 
to be proactive and present in your 
actions. Don’t fall into analysis pa-
ralysis, where you get stuck analyzing 
a situation but end up doing nothing. 

“Any step is better than none, 
and if it is wrong, you can learn from 
it and move on. Sometimes you have 
to take a risk, step outside your com-
fort zone, and learn something new. 
That’s what makes amazing things 
happen. Aviate it. Take the actions.”

N: Navigate. McCormick made 
the point that now with GPS and 
gas prices, most people know where 
they are going when they get into 
their cars. 

“In a helicopter, it was intense,” 
she said. “We had to do a flight plan 
with the FAA, risk assessment, safety 
brief, preflight, check our map, fuel 
check, operations briefing, crew 
briefing, passenger briefing. We did 
two or three hours of planning for a 
simple training flight. If we were fly-
ing a Congressman or the Secretary 
of Defense, we would actually plan 
three days in advance and fly a full 
rehearsal day to make that mission 
happen. We navigated; we knew 
where we were going.

“Do you know where you are go-
ing in your life?” McCormick asked. 
“Do you know where you are going in 
your business? Do you have a vision? 
A mission? Do you know what your 
legacy is going to be for your family?”

McCormick encouraged her 
audience to spend some quiet time 
alone to figure out the answers to 
those questions,  and she said that 
without doing that, they are missing 
the clarity to reach their goals. 

“You’re using somebody else’s 
flight plan if you’re not navigating it 
yourself,” McCormick said. “Do you 
want to spend your life on somebody 
else’s flight plan? You get to choose 
your actions…your communications. 
No one else is riding those controls 
but you.”

Lesson 5: Lead from where you 
are. 

“You have a responsibility to 
lead,” McCormick said. “Don’t wait to 
be asked. Don’t wait to be appointed. 
You have the ability, the capability, 
but most importantly, the respon-
sibility to lead from where you’re at 
right now, every day, and when you 
do, you can make a big difference. 
And isn’t that what we’re here for? 
To make a difference? To make things 
better?

“Choose to lead from where 
you are.” 

MORE
McCormick is a Best Selling 

author for her book Succeeding in 
Spite of Everything, and her new 
book Soaring Further will come out 
this year. 

Life lessons
Continued from Page 1

“You have a responsibility 
to take care of yourself first, 
so that you can be there 
for everyone else; so that 
you can be your best self; 
so that you can perform 
at your optimal level every 
day. It’s not selfish. You’re 
giving your family and your 
business your best self.”

 — Elizabeth McCormick 

MATT 
MUNgLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 

Warm-hearted monster tale 
brings out the humanity



THE RAMBLER www.IrvingRambler.comSeptember 29, 2012Page 8

Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Visit our website: 
www.linkautoservice.com 
to see all services available or call

972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

for this trophy is a big honor, but just 
being out here is just great. 

“It’s good to be out here with 
these guys. We can all talk and relate, 
because we’ve all been there. We 
have similar stories, see each other 
and reunite. It is a good fellowship 
which makes us stronger just by be-
ing around each other. 

“The people watching in the 
gallery make us feel like heroes. Very 
important people have taken their 
time out of their day to come here 
and see us play golf. We are not the 
PGA Tour. For this gallery to come 
out here is a big, big honor.”

John Faulkenberry, Army Ret., 
was a little intimidated by the idea of 
playing in front of such a large crowd 
of spectators.

“This event is incredible,” 
Faulkenberry said. “The President 
allows us to come play golf with him. 

“You compete with other people 
who have gone through the same re-
covery process as you have. We have a 
common bond without even knowing 
each other. When you meet another 
player out here, it is almost like there 
is an instant friendship. Getting to 
compete against friends makes golf 
much more enjoyable.  and it all just 
kind of brings us all together. It is 
pretty amazing. 

“It is crazy that so many people 
came out to watch us play. It makes 
you nervous to the point where you 
are almost uncomfortable, but it is 
still enjoyable. It makes you think 
when every time you hit the ball there 
is someone watching. They have done 
a good job making this as real a tour-
nament as possible.” 

For the second year in a row, 

Corporal Chad Pfeifer, U.S. Army 
(Ret.), emerged as the tournament’s 
top golfer. CPL Pfeifer carded a final 
round of 73 (+2) that included a 
hole in one on the par 3 fourth hole. 
He was +3 for the tournament. First 
Lieutenant Brian “Ski” Donarski, U.S. 
Army (Ret.), finished second at +18 
and MSGT Ken Gestring, U.S. Air 
Force (Ret.), finished third at +19.

“It really does mean a lot to 
us to have such great support here 
in America,” Pfeifer said. “And I’m 
thankful President Bush saw my hole 
in one. To win the tournament again 
is really special.”

Eleven of the competing war-
riors were returning competitors 
from the first Warrior Open and 
eleven competed for the first time, 
with the Air Force, Army, Marines 
and Navy represented.

Some information provided by the George 

W. Bush Institute.

JACOB’S JOuRNEy
Jacob has autism. His twin 

brother does not. They will be six 
years old soon.

His dad said Jacob has come a 
long way in the three years he has 
been enrolled in the Brent Woodall 
Foundation for exceptional children.

“He started not knowing any-
thing, not being able to do anything,” 
his dad said. “He couldn’t make eye 
contact. He couldn’t share a point or 
an object with you. He wouldn’t look 
anybody in the face, ever. He didn’t 
know about his mouth or vocaliza-
tion. He was just lost and completely 
in a bubble. 

“Immediately, when he started 
going to the Woodall Foundation, 
he started picking up many, many 
skills: about knowing what your face 
is, about expressions, about point-
ing, about sharing in interests and 
objects, able to get your attention 
and let you know what he wants and 
what he needs.” 

Recently, Jacob learned to com-
municate using icons on his iPad. 

“He’s getting really proficient 
with his iPad and letting us know 
what he wants,” his mom said. 

“They’ve taught him to request 
things and to communicate with 
us and taught us to understand his 
frustrations and his needs,” Jacob’s 
dad said. 

Jacob’s mom said the boys have 
very minimal interaction.

“They have parallel play,” his 
mom said. “Before (Jacob) went to 
Woodall, he had no verbal imita-
tion, no interest, there was no way 
to engage him.” 

“He was in his own universe,” 
Jacob’s dad said. “He had nothing to 
do with the rest of us.”

Although it is difficult for him, 
Jacob now tries to imitate sounds.

Jacob’s dad said he has the 
same hopes and dreams for both of 
his boys.

“I think (Jacob) stands every 
chance of learning the skills neces-
sary to continue learning and grow-
ing, and I think he can learn how to 
speak,” his dad said. 

“And I think if for some reason 
that isn’t in the cards for him, he 
will definitely learn how to com-
municate.”

uNDERSTANDINg
“Today is about raising aware-

ness for children with autism as well 
as other children with developmen-
tal disabilities,” said Tracy Pierce 
Bender, who founded the charitable 
organization in memory of her late 
husband, Brent Woodall, who was 
lost in the events of Sep. 11, 2001. 
“It’s also about raising money for 
them to provide treatment for them 
without placing a financial burden on 
their parents. 

“The main thing is to provide 
a family fun event for families who 
have children with developmental 
disabilities and autism as well as the 
rest of our community so that they 
understand and can be supportive 
of a special group of families in our 
community.” 

NICHOLAS’S STORy
When Nicholas was 18 months 

old, he was diagnosed with Pervasive 
Developmental Disorder.

“Nicholas was nonverbal, no 
receptive language. It was flat zero,” 
his mom said.“No understanding. 
No concept of anything. After three 
years (at Woodall), Nicholas is able 
to speak to us, tell us exactly what he 
wants. He’s verbal now. His recep-
tive language is within the normal 
functioning of other kids, so that’s 
wonderful. 

“Prior to the program, we were 

totally lost,” she said.“I cried every 
day, but since we have been with 
the ABA program (Applied Behavior 
Analysis), the staff at Woodall has 
been doing an amazing job with 
him. There’s hope for us in spite of 
the long term future for him. We 
see some amazing progress with 
Nicholas. Miss Tracey and Woodall 
do some amazing work for all of these 
children.”

Velocity Sports Performance 
sponsored the event and provided 
the fitness challenge during the walk. 

For more information or to 
donate go to www.woodalkids.org.

needs of each state, versus what the 
federal government tells you that you 
have to do?

“Clearly there is a great deal of 
fraud within Medicaid and the cheat-
ers are skimming substantial re-
sources. We’ve all seen reports about 
the abuses in billing for dental care 
in Texas - paying out more than all 
of the other top ten states combined.

“Lastly, the free market must 
play a greater role in health care 
delivery. Private enterprise has devel-

oped ideas and systems that increase 
access to healthcare. Two promising 
examples are ‘telemedicine’ and the 
urgent care plans that make health-
care so much more accessible, afford-
able and available.”

Harper-Brown was followed by 
Merrill Matthews, Resident Scholar 
with the Institute for Policy Innova-
tion who spoke of the “explosion” in 
Medicaid beneficiaries.

“The Affordable Care Act provi-
sion of the President’s health care bill 
is going to expand that by 16 million 
more people,” Matthews said.

“Right now, 40 percent of the 
births in America are paid for by 

Medicaid. In Texas, it’s about 56 
percent. Something’s not right about 
that.”

Figures provided by Matthews 
indicated that Medicaid spending 
growth in the past decade has out-
stripped the growth of the economy, 
creating a welcoming environment 
for fraud. “One government official, 
quoted in a newspaper study a few 
years back, estimated that 40 percent 
of the spending on Medicaid in New 
York City was fraud,” Matthews told 
the group. “They finally prosecuted 
one dentist there when he claimed 
he’d done 991 procedures in one 
day.”

A panel discussion followed, 
moderated by John Colyandro, TC-
CRI Executive Director, and featur-
ing Doug Wilson, Inspector General 
of the Health and Human Services 
Commission, Troy Robb of Rescare 
Residential Services, LeAnn Behrens 
of Amerigroup Texas, and State 
Representatives Cindy Burkett and 
Kelly Hancock. The group picked 
up on the theme of identifying and 
controlling fraud.

Doug Wilson, whose role with 
HHSC focuses on orthodontics, said 
that his division prosecuted 12 cases 
of suspected in fraud in 2011, and 
that number had jumped to 108 so 
far in 2012. 

“We just don’t know how much 
fraud is going on out there,” Wilson 
said. “But we know we can do this 
better.”

Still others found reason for 
concern in the strictures that would 
be imposed by the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA).

“I did some research that really 
surprised me,” said Hancock. “There 
are faith-based organizations out 
there, and just the way that they’re 

set up, they’ve had physicians volun-
teering their time and their services 
to the indigent, in order to provide 
health care at no cost to individuals 
who couldn’t afford insurance.

“They tell me that the minute ev-
erybody in the United States is forced 
onto a Medicaid-type program, they 
will no longer be able to provide those 
services. The ACA will actually cause 
these organizations to discontinue 
programs that are actually working.” 

For Hancock and other panel 
members, though, the most pressing 
issue was the size of government. 

Hancock was met with a chorus 
of nods when he said, “the larger gov-
ernment gets, from a revenue stand-
point, the larger it has to get from a 
personnel standpoint. So the more 
dollars we push through the system, 
the larger the role that government 
takes on. Several of us would like to 
reduce that role and put it back in the 
hands of the consumer.”

For more information about 
TCCRI and additional Summits to 
be held in Houston and Austin, visit 
www.txccri.org .
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