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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“Be always at war with your 
vices, at peace with your 
neighbors, and let each new 
year find you a better man.”  
~Benjamin Franklin
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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

Photo by John Starkey

By Jess Paniszczyn
 As the recession continues, the 
economy continues to pose problems 
for the State of Texas. In January, leg-
islators will gather to create a balanced 
budget for the State. Unfortunately, a 
budget shortfall of approximately $20 
billion will make the task difficult. 
 One of the State’s largest ex-
penses is public education. For the 
first time in our history, school districts 
are preparing themselves for what-
ever funding cuts may come from the 
State.
 “We don’t know, but we think 
some painful cuts are going to be com-
ing for the first time ever,” said Debbie 
Cabrerea, Assistant Superintendent of 
Business and Finance for Irving ISD. 
“There was some proration back in the 
early 90’s, but it was the second year 
of the biennium when they realized 
they weren’t going to be able to make 
their budget. 
 “Now they are going into the 
legislative session telling us that for 
the entire biennium not only are we not 
going to get any new money, but that 
we may even be cut. The Governor, Lt. 
Governor and Speaker of the House 
definitely want to protect the founda-
tion school program if at all possible, 
but it will be next to impossible to 
do that, because the deficit is just too 
much. 
 “A good portion of the state’s 
budget is public education. For us to 
think we will not be asked to dig deep 
into our pockets is hard to believe, but 
to the extent to which we will have to 
do that, we have absolutely no clue.
 “There isn’t anyone in the Texas 
government who is saying public 
education is going to be protected at 
no cost, but will be the last thing to go 
in the mix.
 “It is all subject to change de-
pending upon how bad the revenue 
estimate is. The cuts will probably be 
in the $20 to $28 billion range and that 
is going to hurt.” 
 The school district’s reserve funds 
are a valuable resource during times of 
economic downturn. 
 “Last year we adopted a budget 
that was going to use about $7 million 
of our reserve funds. Well with no new 
money coming in and our tax rate at a 
dollar and four cents, unless we have 
a tax ratification election, we have 
no way of getting new money. We 

can’t just keep dipping into our fund 
balance. So we are looking for about 
$10 million just to protect our own 
budget,” Ms. Cabrera said. 
 “The state may not tell us until 
June what the hit is going to be. We 
will be prepared to possibly have to 
use some of our fund balance in the 
first year of the biennium, then gear up 
for more rounds of cuts to go forward 
in the second year of the biennium. 
 “Our current annual budget is 
about $250 million. Thankfully we 
have an over 30 percent fund balance, 

which is really good. Our Board’s goal 
is two months operating or about 16.7 
percent. So we can take a little bit of a 
one time hit. 
 “The Comptroller is going to 
give her revenue estimate on Jan. 10. 
Based on that revenue estimate, the 
legislators will have to put together 
a balanced budget. They will come 
out with an appropriation budget that 
balances to the revenue budget.”
 How the legislators decide to 
decrease public school funding is 
the primary factor in which school 

districts will be the most impacted by 
the cuts. 
 “Let’s say they are going to cut $2 
billion out of public education. How 
are they going to divvy that out? Are 
they going to do it based on bringing 
the target revenue down for school 
districts to a certain amount; therefore, 
districts with higher target revenues 
will bare a larger burden of the cut? 
If that happens, districts with lower 
target revenues may not be hit as bad. 
Irving ISD happens to be lower target 
revenue. Because of that, we are in a 

good position if they go that route. We 
won’t be cut as bad. 
 “But if they just across the board 
give a cut, we have estimates of any-
where from $10 to $14 million, which 
we would have to find in addition to 
the $10 million cut we are working on 
now just to balance our budget for both 
years of the biennium,” she said.
 One idea discussed by legislators 
would affect State grants.
 “The legislators have talked about 

Irving ISD braces for budget cuts

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Q Chevrolet and Q Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge presented the Irving Police 
Athletic League (PAL) a $2,500 check 
on Dec. 28. 
 The Irving Police Athletic League 
won the prize as the charity that re-
ceived the most entries naming them 
the ‘Charity of Choice’ during the Dec. 
15-21 portion of the month-long 
Happy Q Year $50,000 Giveaway.
 “The charity aspect was very 
important, because we want to be able 
to reach a lot of people,” said Thomas 
Quintana, Chief Operation Officer for 
Q Chevrolet. “Just giving money away 
is one thing, and you make one person 
happy. Having a person and a charity 
win is a unique way of making winners 
out of everybody. 
 “I was in the dealership with 
Frank Parra for 15 years. Then we 
sold the store in 2002. We just came 
back to Irving and bought the store 
with a different group in September. 
We wanted to come back in a big way 
and reintroduce ourselves. This is a 
big splash,” he said.
 The Irving Police Athletic League 
has two chances to win the $25,000 
portion of the big prize as they have 
been named the Charity of Choice by 
two of the Happy Q Year sweepstake’s 
finalists: the PAL Officer Rosario Solis 
and Irving Police Sergeant Joe Palo-
mar. The finalists also have the chance 
to win $25,000 for themselves. 
 “The PAL used to be mainly 
sports oriented,” said Officer Solis. 
“Boxing and wrestling were our two 
main sports, and we sponsored a 

couple of baseball teams. Now we are 
going into the outdoors with kayaking, 
archery, camping, angling, rock climb-
ing and mountain biking. All of our 
activities are at no cost to the youths 
or their families. 
 “The main goal of the Irving PAL 
is basically to keep kids off the streets. 
We provide a safe place for them to be 
engaged in physical activity. We focus 
on self esteem and structure. A lot of 
kids don’t get structure at home.”
 The funds will go toward improv-
ing the Irving PAL building.
 “The PAL building is not a City 
facility, so all the maintenance done 
to it is done by myself or people from 
the community who give their time. 

The $2,500 will go to upgrading the 
restrooms. If we get the $25,000, we 
are hoping to put a concession stand 
inside the building,” Officer Solis 
said. 
 The Irving PAL was incorporated 
in 1992 as a nonprofit organization by 
volunteer police officers and private 
citizens.
 “I’m excited,” said Sergeant 
Palomar. “Especially when times are 
tough and money is hard to come by, 
this is an opportunity for us to build 
up the PAL for the kids. Since the PAL 
does not have a budget to pay workers, 
everything is volunteer.
 “The first and foremost thing we 

try to do with the kids is build a trust 
and relationship with the kids and also 
the families. Ultimately, what we want 
to do is teach the kids to be leaders. 
 “The two best things about our 
program are we never turn a kid away 
and all of our programs are free. 
 “One thing I always harp on, we 
are not a daycare facility. Everyone 
takes ownership, the kids and the 
families. It is not uncommon when 
the parents drop off their kids that they 
stay around. They become involved 
with what is going on,” he said.
Source: Q Chevrolet and Q Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge

Irving Police Athletic League wins $2,500

By Alice Canham
 Another Blue Christmas is in 
the books. The annual outreach to 
Irving families in need was an un-
qualified success, according to the 
Public Information Officer of the 
Irving Police Department.
 “We were able to give gifts and 
food to an estimated 400 families 
this year,” said Officer John Argu-
maniz.
 Like Santa, the officers of the 
Irving Police Department and Irving 
Fire Department begin their work 
far in advance of the festive season. 
They start by identifying the people 
who will be included.
 “We get referrals from our 
own Community Services people, 
especially the School Resource 
Officers. Then we seek input from 
school counselors, especially in 
the elementary schools. Finally, 
we learn of families in need during 
our workday. Firefighters with the 
Irving Fire Department and our own 
officers on the street may respond to 

calls, and discover a situation where 
we can help,” said Argumaniz.
 “This program has just grown 
throughout its 31 year history. Each 
year we find new ways to raise 
money to pay for the gifts and the 
food donations. Breakfasts with 
Santa or pancake breakfasts, a fund-
raiser with the Chili’s Restaurant 
on 183, and a Chili Cookoff event 
downtown this year; all brought in 
contributions. But the true success 
is a result of people bringing in toys 
and making gifts of cash to sup-
port our efforts. We’ve had a lot of 
volunteers helping our officers and 
firefighters in getting the packages 
ready to send out. We have been 
very busy wrapping and delivering 
presents lately.
 “We’d like to thank the entire 
community. We think there must be 
at least 800-900 children who got a 
gift this year through Blue Christ-
mas, probably more. With help from 
our neighbors, Blue Christmas has 
always been successful,” he said.

Glad tidings of
Blue Christmas

Things are looking up for the Irving PAL as Officer Solis receives a giant check from Thomas 
Quintana and Thomas Bies representing Q Chevrolet.

See TEACHERS, Page 3
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POLICE & FIRE

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Rustic home 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th 
St. Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as family 
has outgrown this house

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

All Types Repair and Re-
modeling; indoor & exterior 

painting; G.E. Hedgecoke 38 
years experience, 35 years in 

Irving; 214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself!

Work your own schedule from 
anywhere & earn Big $$.
Direct Sales - NOT MLM.  

Potential customers contact 
you. You are paid directly by 
customer. $1,000 min. profit 

each sale.
972-636-1144

LAKE FRONT
2 story, 4 BR, 2.5 bths, 

WBFP, frmls, lg. kit/brkfst  
20x30 gamerm $1795 

+$1500 dep; 972.871.9181

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

DISTRIBUTOR

Lady seeking employment 
as p/t child care worker and/
or light houseworker. Asking 
$7.00 Hr. Irving area. Please 
call Ida 972-254-8121 days. 

Thanks so much.

IN HOME 
CARE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE
PuBLic Notice FoR
Baez Addition Replat

Navarro Addition Revised Replat

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNiNG commissioN 
AND citY couNciL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR REPLATTING OF A RE-
CORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IRVING, 
DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.

Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings to consider 
resubdivision or replatting of a recorded subdivision as hereinafter 
described will be held in the Council Room of the Civic Center 
Complex, 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas:
 
city council: February 3, 2011, 7 Pm
Navarro Addition Revised (PL10-0031): Being all of Lot 9R, Navarro 
Addition. The property is being subdivided into two lots for single 
family development on a private street. This property is located at 
4509 and 4513 Windsor Ridge Drive. The property is zoned PUD 
(Planned Unit Development) for R-6 (Single Family) 

Planning and Zoning commission: January 17, 
2011, 7 Pm
Baez Addition (PL10-0035): Being the west 40 feet of Lot 6 and the 
east 35 feet of Lot 7, Elwood Addition. The property is being platted 
into one lot for single family development. This property is located at 
821 Elwood Road. The property is zoned R-6 (Single Family). 

The application is on file for public examination in the Planning 
and Inspections Department at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, 
Texas.  For additional information, please contact the Planning and 
Inspections Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the 
name of the plat or the case number as stated in this notice when 
requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking 
spaces are available.  Requests for interpretation services or 
assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the 
meeting. For accessibility information or assistance, contact the 
City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY 
TX (1-800-735-2989).

HELP
WANTED

cARRieR NeeDeD
Must be available Friday nights. 
Good driving record and must 
have licence and insurance 
972-870-1992

Looking for people with print media background

New publication is being started at the DFW Airport, and we need people 
for everything from sales to graphic design. All pay is performance based. 
This is an opportunity to start with a company that grew by more than 
20% in 2010. Call 214-676-1145 and leave a message. We are working 
limited hours during the Holidays.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE OF 3 AUCTIONS

OF SURPLUS MATERIALS 

The Irving ISD, 2621 West Airport Freeway, Irving, 
Texas 75062 (972-600-5131) is offering surplus ma-
terials for sale by online auctions through Lone Star 
Auctioneers, 4629 Mark IV Parkway, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76106. Website is at http://www.lonestarauc-
tioneers.com/   Auction#1 will begin on December 1, 
2010, Auction #2 will begin Jan 10, 2011, Auction #3 
will begin February 1, 2011. Goods may be viewed 
at 3207 West Pioneer Parkway Irving TX from 8AM 
to 10AM on the Thursdays prior to the date of the 
next upcoming auction. If goods are not paid and/
or removed within 3 business days of the auction 
closing or as otherwise agreed by IISD and Lonestar 
Auctioneeers, the award may be rescinded and the 
goods may remain property of Irving ISD and dis-
posed of according to District Policy. Goods are sold 
as is and where is and no warranties express or im-
plied apply.  Categories of goods in lots include but 
not limited to: Furniture, carts, food service equip., 
tools, plumbing parts, technology equip-ment and 
other various miscellaneous items.

$200 a month ReNt!
Great for a small company that wants to move out of their 
home and have an official office. One private office and 
shared furnished reception area, bathroom and storage 
room. On the second floor. All utility bills are paid. Your only 
responsibility is rent and internet service. $200 deposit.

One year lease. Ready today
Easy, Easy, Easy! Located in central Irving. Pioneer Park 
Medical Center. Corner of Pioneer and Irving Blvd. 
Credit and criminal check required. Call 972-259-7000 for 
an appointment.

OFFICE FOR 
RENT

OFFICE FOR 
RENT

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Aggravated Kidnapping: 12-21-10 
at 1:48 p.m.  The reporting person 
called 911 after receiving text mes-
sages from his nephew stating that 
the nephew was being held against 
his will. Other texts indicated that he 
was in a vehicle and he described the 
vehicle. Officers were able to locate 
the vehicle in the Wal-Mart parking 
lot. The investigation revealed that 
two suspects were holding the victim 
at gunpoint in the vehicle apparently 

related to a recent drug deal. The two 
suspects were arrested. A firearm was 
recovered.

Stabbing: 12-21-10 at 9:20 p.m.  
The victim was assisting his friend 
move some furniture at the friend’s 
residence in the Tanner Place Apart-
ments. The friend’s roommate had 
previous disagreements with the vic-
tim causing a mutual dislike between 
the two. While at the apartment, the 
victim and the room-
mate began to argue, 
which culminated 
with the roommate 
stabbing the victim 
in the back with a 
large kitchen knife. 
The roommate was 
arrested. Investiga-
tors were notified.

Aggravated Rob-
b e r y / S h o o t i n g : 
12-21-10 at 10:15 
p.m.  The suspects 
went to an apartment 
in the Trinity Apart-
ments to purchase 
some items from the 
two victims. One 
of the suspects pre-
sented a handgun 
demanding money 
and other valuables. 

The female victim was shot once in 
the back as she fled the apartment. The 
male victim was shot multiple times 
in the torso before the suspects fled. 
Both victims were taken to Parkland 
by Irving Fire Department. Neither 
suspect was located and their identities 
are unknown. Crime Scene responded 
and Investigators were notified.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-22-10 at 
10:14 p.m.  The victims were sitting 

inside of a vehicle in the parking lot 
of the Champions of Valley Ranch 
apartment complex when the suspect 
ordered them to get out of the vehicle. 
The victims did not obey suspects 
commands. Prior to driving off, they 
saw that the suspect was holding a 
sawed off shotgun down at his side. 
The victims drove to the Walgreens 
and called Irving Police to report the 
incident. There were no injuries and 
the suspect had fled the scene prior to 
officer’s arrival.

Aggravated Robbery-Individual: 
12-23-10 at 9:15 p.m.  Two male 
suspects approached the victim in the 
Parkwood Apartments’ parking lot and 
robbed him at gunpoint. The suspects 
fled in a gray vehicle. Officers located 
the suspect vehicle and conducted a 
traffic stop. The four occupants were 
in possession of the victim’s phone and 
were arrested.

Aggravated Assault-Domestic Vio-
lence: 12-23-10 at 10:59 p.m.  A 
father and son were involved in a 
verbal altercation in the 2800 block 
of Bonanza. The father used a pistol 
to shoot the son, one time, striking him 
in the leg. The son was transported to 
Parkland Memorial in stable condi-
tion. The pistol and a shell casing were 
located. The father was arrested.

Aggravated Robbery-Individual: 
12-23-10 at 11:50PM  The victim 
was sitting in her car in the MacAr-
thur Ridge Apartments when she was 
approached by a male suspect who 
demanded her purse. The suspect fled 
on foot with her purse. The victim had 
a witness in the car with her who was 
not seen by the suspect.

Auto Theft-Chase: 12-24-10 at 1:19 
a.m.  The victim reported his van be-
ing stolen in the 2000 block of Scarlet 

Shooting: 12-28-10 at 1:24 p.m.  Police 
received a 911 call reporting a shooting in 
the 4000 block of Avalon Avenue. When 
officers arrived they found a male lying on 
the ground suffering from multiple gun-
shot wounds. The male was transported 
to Parkland Hospital where he was later 
pronounced dead. The victim has been 
identified as 29-year-old Tyvanti Johnson 
of Irving. Based on initial statements it ap-
pears as if the victim was standing in the 
street and involved in an argument when 
he was shot. A suspect vehicle was seen 
leaving the scene. Through statements 
and witness testimony, 34-year-old Mark 
Antonio Sample has been arrested and 
charged with Murder. The investigation 
is ongoing and additional suspects may 
be identified in the process. 

Sample charged
with murder

Oaks Dr. Officers located the vehicle 
and a chase ensued. The chase ended 
in Dallas and the suspect was arrested 
after a short foot chase. No vehicles 
were damaged and there were no 
injuries.

Aggravated Robbery-Business: 
12-24-10 at 4:38 a.m.  A masked male 
suspect pointed a silver revolver at the 
Seven-Eleven clerk and had the clerk 
put money into a purse the suspect 
brought with him. The suspect fled 
on foot.

Aggravated Robbery-Business: 
12-24-10 at 4:38 a.m.  Two male sus-
pects approached the Walgreens clerk 
and pushed a handgun against her 
back. The suspects walked the clerk 
to the office and made her give them 
cash. The suspects then fled on foot.

Robbery: 12-26-10 at 9:40 p.m.  Two 
suspects entered the Dollar General 
and demanded money as the employ-
ees were preparing to close for the 
evening. They took control of the 
employees and customer by making 
threats and implying the presence of 
a weapon. The suspects fled the scene 
on foot.

Robbery: 12-28-10 at 8:20 a.m.  
While the victim was entering his ve-
hicle in the Elwood Oaks Apartments’ 
parking lot, two suspects approached 
him from behind, grabbed him, threw 
him on the ground and took his wallet. 
Both suspects fled in a vehicle.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-28-10 at 
6:15 p.m.  Two male suspects entered 
the Stop and Get store and displayed 
a pistol. They forced the clerk to open 
the register and took an undetermined 
amount of cash from within. They fled 
the store in a vehicle. No injuries were 
reported.

Hiring Food & Beverage Manager
Bachelor Degree required or equivalent;

experience required

Need Cooks / Kitchen Helpers / Waitstaff

Must be willing to work in
Lewisville or Denton locations
and in Irving at Bombay Sizzler

Fax resume to 972.315.9384
Attn: Srinivas

KOKILA INDIAN CUISINE
NOW HIRING

Mark Antonio Sample

Provided by Judy Anderson
 Dr. Karen Anderson, assistant 
professor of communication studies 
at the University of North Texas, and 
Norma Jones, second year master’s 
student in communication studies at 
UNT, received the Outstanding Media 
Partner Award from the North Texas 
Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation 
for their public service announce-
ment, Faces of Arthritis created from 
the Arthritis Foundation’s awareness 
campaign, Kids Get Arthritis, Too. The 
30 second PSA features 19 children 
from the Dallas/Ft. Worth area who 
have juvenile arthritis. 
 A series of close-ups of the 
children’s faces opens the PSA. The 
children state their ages, reminding 
viewers that “kids get arthritis, too.” 
The PSA ends with on-screen facts and 
a voiceover about juvenile arthritis.
 The PSA was filmed and pro-
duced at The Studios at Las Colinas in 
Irving, which also serves as headquar-
ters for the Muller Film & Television 
Education Foundation.
 Anderson said the final version 
of the PSA will include two to three 
variations of the facts and voiceover 
to highlight different aspects of the 
juvenile arthritis campaign, including 
the extent of the disease, the physi-

cal impact on children and the lack 
of funding for juvenile arthritis. She 
notes that nearly 300,000 children 
under the age of 17 have the disease, 
with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis 
being the most common form; that 
more than 1,700 children with juvenile 
arthritis come to Dallas for treatment 
each year.
 “More children have juvenile 
arthritis in the U.S. than those with 
cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy 
and sickle cell anemia combined, yet 
we don’t have a national campaign 
to raise funds for the treatment of the 
disease,” Anderson said.
 Anderson said she first made con-
tact with the North Texas Chapter of 
the Arthritis Foundation last semester, 
when the chapter’s program direc-
tor approached her about having her 
students promote the chapter through 
social media as part of an internship 
program. 
 “Originally, we had decided to 
create a quick and simple online video. 
However, when we realized the great 
need for a national campaign on ju-
venile arthritis, my academic connec-
tions with UNT, the Muller Film and 
Television Education Foundation and 
Liquid Flicks just all came together,” 
said Jones.

UNT wins award for PSA
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in  Gastroenterology

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4270

INTRODUCING

•  Top 10% in medical school at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de
 San Marcos in Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon 
 Hospital Center in New York
•  Certified by American Board of 
 Internal Medicine in 
 Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325, Irving TX 75061

 Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will 
have accurate information.
 Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

irving Amateur Radio club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

irving AmBucs
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

evening Lions club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

circle i - square & Round
Dance club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

irving sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AmBucs
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

saturday singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 iRViNG
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Buttons & Bows
square & Round Dance club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

toPs tX #58, irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Widowed Persons service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

irving Republican
Women’s club

October 11 at 7pm
IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

irving Retired school
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

January 1
Irrigation Standards - Irrigation 
standards for Irving residents go into 
effect. All irrigation systems in Irving 
are required to comply with new stan-
dards, based on state requirements, by 
Jan. 1. This includes the installation 
of rain and freeze sensors. The city’s 
irrigation ordinance was adopted to 
focus on water conservation and to 
help ensure its future availability

January 3 from 7:30 - 8:30pm
Grief Support - A Grief Support 
group meets monthly at Holy Family 
Catholic Church, Hill Room, 2323 
Cheyenne Street, Irving, “Appreci-
ate Your Transformation” from 7:30 
– 8:30 p.m. When grief enters your 
life you are not the same person as 
you were before. This group provides 
an opportunity for healing through 
prayer, education, and discussion. 
972-252-5521.

January 4 at 6:00pm
Republican Club - The Greater Irving 
Republican Club will meet at Spring 
Creek Barbeque. 3515 W. Airport 
Freeway, Irving. If you plan to have 
dinner, please come at 6:00pm, the 
meeting will start at 7:00pm. The 
guest speaker will be Tom Pauken, 
Chairman of the Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC). For additional 
information, contact Kaye W. Ward 
at 972.258.1007.

January 6 at 10am
JumpstART - Irving Public Library 
joins the Irving Arts Center to present 
free a monthly story time program at 
10 a.m. in suite 200 for kids ages 2 
and up. Explore new stories, themes, 
art projects and a variety of exhibi-
tions during this fun story time that 
combines art and children’s literature. 
Celebrate AA Milne’s birthday and 
read stories about delightful Pooh 
and his many friends. Following story 
time, create a take-home art project. 
All supplies provided. Groups of 10 
or more must pre-register by contact-
ing Jennifer Wilson at (972) 252-7558 
x1226.

January 6 from 12n -1pm
Caregiver Education/Support 
Group - Baylor Medical Center at 
Irving is sponsoring a Caregiver 

Education and Support group from 
12n to 1 p.m., in the Irving Cancer 
Center Conference Room located on 
the campus of Baylor Irving, 2001 
N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 120. The 
topic this month will address “Healthy 
Lifestyles = Better Caregiving”. The 
stresses of caregiving often lead to un-
healthy nutrition and lack of exercise. 
But if we learn to eat right, take time 
to exercise and care for ourselves, we 
can make major strides in lowering 
controlling that stress. Learn healthy 
eating habits, meal planning tips and 
more. This group is for anyone caring 
for an older adult, chronically ill or 
disabled loved one. For additional 
information call 972-579-4095.

Through January 7
Christmas Tree Roundup - Trees 
will be collected as a regular part of 
Irving’s weekly brush/bulky waste 
pick-up. Weekly brush/bulky waste 
collection is offered the same day as 
curbside recycling. To find out more 
about curbside recycling and weekly 
brush/bulky waste collection, call 
(972) 721-8059. Christmas trees also 
are being accepted at the following 
locations through January. 9:
Cottonwood Park, 4051 N. Story 
Road 
Southwest Park, 2800 Shady Grove 
Road 
Drop-Off Recycling Center, 8555 
Home Depot Drive (east corner of The 
Home Depot parking lot) 
Irving Landfill, 220 W. Hunter Ferrell 
Road (7 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. daily, except 
New Year’s Day.) 
 Whether trees are recycled at 
curbside or at drop-off locations, 
residents must remove all obstructions 
such as tree stands, lights, tinsel, nails 
and ornaments. All plastic bags cover-
ing the tree also must be removed. All 
trees collected as part of this program 
will be mulched and made available 
for a nominal fee at the Hunter Fer-
rell Landfill. Call (972) 721-7322 for 
details.

City Council meeting schedule - The 
City Council has scheduled its meet-
ings for 2011. All meetings begin at 
7 p.m. The following are the City 
Council meeting dates: Jan. 13, Feb. 
3 and 17, March 3 and 24

April 7 and 21, May 5 and 19, June 9 
and 23, July 7 and 21, Aug. 4, Sept. 1 
and 22, Oct. 6 and 27, Nov. 17, and 
Dec. 8.
 Residents can attend the meetings 
at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., or 
view them live on Irving Community 
Television Network Meeting times are 
subject to change. Call the City Sec-
retary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 to 
confirm a meeting date or visit www.
cityofirving.org.

cutting all the state grants. If we have 
to sustain those programs, because 
they are good programs, then we 
would have to absorb the cost into our 
operating budget, which is almost the 
same thing as cutting the state money. 
Sometimes the things you are doing 
with that state money can’t go away; 
it is supporting core programs and the 
curriculum, which is imbedded in the 
entire instructional program. 
 “If the state takes away our 
money for the Student Success Initia-
tive, which is used to staff intervention 

teachers for math and reading, that 
would hurt. If they take away our tech-
nology allotment money, that would 
hurt. If they take away our regional 
day school for the deaf, how would 
we operate that?” she asked.
 There are a couple of options 
which could have a large impact on the 
school districts’ budgets without cost-
ing the State funding. Current State 
law requires no more than 22 students 
per one teacher in classrooms.
 “The 22 to one relief has a huge 
and immediate dollar impact for all 
school districts. The state could have 

some easing up on that. 
 “Our funding formula cut right 
now is to go from 18.8 to one, to 20 to 
one. Then possibly in the second year 
go to 21 to one. So we would still be 
under the 22, so we have some room. 
If the state goes to 23 or 24 to one, we 
would be able to cut teachers through 
attrition. We have about 250 teachers 
who have left the district in the last 
two years,” Ms. Cabrerea said.
 “We have also asked as a school 
district, instead of laying off people, 
can we have furlough days. Under the 
current Chapter 21 teacher contracts, 

furloughs are not a possibility we can 
exercise. So we are looking at possibly 
cutting teacher days, which would 
have a ripple effect across the entire 
district. Teachers would work fewer 
days, they would have a cut in pay, 
but everybody would still have a job. 
 “Eighty-five percent of our budget 
is salaries. We can’t cut back teacher 
salaries, because they are on contract. 
We can’t even do furloughs unless the 
State allows us to. So the legislatures 
are going to have to give us some relief 
on some things that won’t cost them 
any money, but will allow us to be able 
to manage our budget. Otherwise we 
would have to do a reduction in force 
and layoff people. 
 “We are trying to throw every-
thing out there we can think of that 
won’t cost the state any money and 
will allow us to go ahead and reduce 
budgets with the least impact to the 
kids.
 “It is going to be an interesting 
session. The legislators need to let us 
know what they are going to do in a 
timely fashion, so we can react to it. 
We have teacher notification contract 
restrictions. We have to let people 
know we are doing a reduction in 

force or a renewal of a contract 45 
days before their last day of work, so 
in April. 
 “I think our school district is 
prepared for the worst. Fortunately 
Irving ISD is very efficient with the 
little dollars that we have. However, 
we have a lot fewer dollars per student 
than a lot of school districts, so it will 
be harder for us to take a large cut,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1

Teachers, students, schools to face challenge of budget cuts

Provided by Randy Randle
 Garret Randle, a senior at North-
wood University in Cedar Hill, has 
made the Dean’s List with a 3.5 grade 
point average this past semester. He 
has made the Dean’s List each semes-
ter he has attended Northwood. Gar-
ret attends Northwood on a baseball 
scholarship, where he is a pitcher. 
Northwood participates in the NAIA 
College Division and has won two 
conference championships while 
Garret has been attending Northwood 
University.

Student
named
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WORSHIP

st. stephen’s
Presbyterian church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church
Living Word Global church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

oak haven
united methodist church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist
First united

 methodist church 
211 W. Third, 75060 in the down-town/

historic part of Irving,
972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:30 am
In the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
“FUMC Irving is the church where To-

gether in Christ generations worship, pray 
& play TOGETHER and have

for 100 + years”

Kirkwood united
methodist church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

servicio de inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

“Encountering the
Son of Man”

United Methodist

Northgate united
methodist church

3700 W. Northgate, Irving, TX 75062
(972)252-8519 www.northgateumc.info

Worship Services:
8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Margie Steele

508 N. O’Connor Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Phone: 972-254-2666
Fax: 972-259-7483

10% off
with Coupon

10% off
with Coupon

Catering Service

“Authentic Flavor of Mexico”

OPEN DAILY - 7am Breakfast

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

Provided by Michelle Releford
 Preparations have begun in three 
locations on SH 183 between Belt Line 
Road and Wingren Road to construct 
sound walls and a section of improved 
frontage road.
 Currently, the frontage road 
between Story Road and MacArthur 
has been reduced to one lane to accom-
modate utility relocations for Oncor, 
Time Warner, Verizon, Atmos as well 

as City water and sewer lines. As part 
of the project, an auxiliary ramp be-
tween Story Road and MacArthur has 
been permanently removed to improve 
the safety of merging traffic onto the 
frontage road.
 Construction of the sound wall 
and eastbound frontage road is not 
scheduled to begin until early March 
of 2011 and is expected to be substan-
tially complete by March of 2012. Tx-

DOT awarded this $7 million project 
to Zachry Construction Corp.
 Construction will occur in these 
locations:
● Sound wall construction from the 
Trinity Broadcasting complex east of 
Belt Line to Salem Street on the south 
side of the highway
● Sound wall, frontage road, and cul-
vert construction from east of Story 
Road to William Brewster on the south 

side of the highway in front of the 
Jaycee Park neighborhood.
● Sound wall construction from Win-
gren Road to O’Connor Boulevard on 
the north side of SH 183 in front of the 
Nichols Park neighborhood.
 As part of the construction proj-
ect, a new drainage facility will be 
built for Delaware Creek which runs 
under the highway and frontage roads 
between Story Road and McArthur. 
When this phase of the project begins, 
the eastbound frontage road between 
Story Road and MacArthur will be 
closed to traffic for the duration of the 
project. 
 A temporary ramp from just past 
Story Road to the eastbound mainlanes 
of SH 183 will be built beforehand 
to allow through traffic to bypass 
that section of closed frontage road. 
Motorists headed to businesses within 
that section of closed frontage road 
will travel south on Story Road and 
will be detoured through city streets 

Airport Freeway begins to show signs of change
to destinations on the closed section 
of frontage road. Detours will be 
marked.
 This construction is preparation 
for the anticipated reconstruction of 
SH 183 from the Tarrant County Line 
to the SH 183, SH 114 and Loop 12 
Interchange. That project is still in the 
late planning stages and is currently 
unfunded, but includes added capac-
ity improvements and managed lanes 
to increase mobility within this busy 
corridor providing access through the 
DFW Metroplex and to the Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport.
 TxDOT appreciates the patience 
of motorists and adjacent property 
owners, and encourages attention to all 
warning signs within the construction 
work zone while crews work diligently 
to complete this project as quickly and 
as safely as possible. 
 For additional transportation 
related information please visit the 
TxDOT Web site www.txdot.gov.

Provided by Vanessa Segovia
 ACE Cash Express, Inc. pur-
chased new books for every student 
at Jackie M. Townsell Elementary 
School as part of their annual book 
fair.
 This donation was made pos-
sible through the ACE Commu-
nity Fund, ACE’s corporate giving 

program that focuses on children, 
education and financial literacy.
 “We are proud to provide Town-
sell Elementary students with more 
than 800 books for the seventh year 
in a row,” said ACE Senior Vice 
President Eric Norrington. “ACE 
and our associates are committed to 
promote the importance of education 

and literacy in all of our communi-
ties.”
 To date, the ACE Commu-
nity Fund has provided Townsell 
Elementary with more than 2,500 
books.  
 “Through the generosity of 
ACE Cash Express, every student 
at Townsell selects a new book to 
take home at the holiday season. The 
element of choice heightens the in-
terest in pleasure reading during the 
holidays,” said Townsell Elementary 
School Principal Linda Willett. 

Company provides new
books for Townsell students

Subscribe to the 
Irving Rambler

972-870-1992
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  They will love the Jefferson Street Bed and Breakfast Inn. 
Family & Friends coming?

512 S Jefferson St., Irving

www.IrvingBnB.com - 972-253-2000

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

My name is Kesha! Want a lot of fun 
in a smaller package? I’m easy to miss 
since I’m in the “big dog” area, so be 
sure to look down and pick me! I’m 
about 3 years old and was rescued from 
another shelter. I’m usually very calm, 
but get me out in the yard, and I can 
turn on the speed! I’ve been treated for 
heartworms and now just need a good 
home. Can’t wait to meet you!

I’m Lee, a 6 month old male Tabby! I was 
a stray before coming to this beautiful 
place. I can’t wait to have a real home. 
I love to play and be loved on. You just 
have to come by and see how cute I am. 
I guarantee you I can be the man of your 
dreams.

Argumaniz, PIO of the Irving 
Police Department. “Some of 
it will happen in back alleys, 
but some of it will take place 
in Irving’s shopping strips 
and parking lots adjacent to 
stores. 
 “With more shoppers 
out, there’s a likelihood that 
they’ve maybe left gifts in 
their cars. That means we’ll 
see more car break-ins and 
thefts. So we want to respond 
with an increased police pres-
ence.
 “That’s why you’ll see 
more noticeable police vehi-
cles around town. We want to 
remind people to think before 
they try anything in our retail 
areas. Maybe when they see 
the extra cars, or when they 
notice more police assigned 
to the malls and stores, for 
example, they’ll decide to 
move on.
 “This sort of activity 
is not uncommon,” he said. 
“You’ll see this in any city; in 
any retail area. Police Depart-
ments just know as a rule that 
officers may need to spend 
extra time on security because 
of the increased number of 
shoppers. It’s built into our 
plans each year.”
 Also included in the 
Department’s plans: deploy-
ment of the City’s Sky Watch 
trailers and towers, which 
give police an eye in the sky 
over busy parking lots. There 
may also be volunteers in the 
trailers, assisting the officers, 
members of Irving Citizens 
on Patrol, or ICOP are also 
part of the staffing plans at 
this time of year.
 When the gift-return-
and-exchange crowds show 
up after Christmas, the police 
will still be there. Oh, and by 
the way, you may not want 
to speed on your way to and 
from the stores. You never 
know when those police ve-
hicles may be targeting traffic 
offenders as well.
 “We’d like to slow people 
down. Maybe cause them to 
think before committing that 
violation,” Officer Argumaniz 
said.

By Alice Canham
 Maybe you’ve heard, there’s a lot of stuff 
going on in Irving these days, and much of it 
concerns criminal mischief. A recent shooting in 
the 1100 block of Esters left two people injured; 
allegedly one was selling items, and one was pur-
chasing them. We’re probably not talking about 
Christmas presents here.
 “There’s an increased likelihood of criminal 
activity at this time of year,” said Officer John 

Reducing crimi-
nal mischief

Provided by Angela Shelley
 Every year, students at 
Freeman Elementary School 
participate in Community 
Service projects to instill 
respect, integrity, honesty, 
and citizenship in our stu-
dents. The goal is not only 
to produce students with the 

highest level of academic 
achievement possible, but to 
also produce model citizens 
in our community.
 This year our first grad-
ers partnered with the Nelson 
Center in Denton. The Nelson 
Center serves more than 100 
children with special needs. 

The Nelson Center offers their 
students incentives to help 
motivate them to do well. At 
this time, their shelves are 
empty and they are in need of 
donations. 
 With the teachers and 
students from Freeman El-
ementary taking on this chal-
lenge, the first graders pro-
moted a “Kids Helping Kids” 

campaign. All students and 
parents were asked to donate 
items that students could use 
and appreciate. 
 The goal was to collect 
200 items; puzzles, games, 
hair care products, bath prod-
ucts, deodorant, books, stick-
ers, magazines, Lego’s, trad-
ing cards, Frisbees, movies, 
and much more. Within one 

week of collecting these types 
of donated items, the students 
and parents from Freeman 
donated 425 items.  
 We are extremely proud 
of our first grade teachers, 

Freeman Elementary students help others in need
their students and the entire 
student body at Freeman for 
their efforts. “Kids Helping 
Kids” worked and that is 
exactly what we did, our kids 
helped their kids.

Kids help kids as Harika Patchipala, Anika Dachiraju, 
Shreeya Anantha, Chelsie Ichie, Manas Agarwal and 
Lauren Chamberlain help load gifts for others.



Rebecca

Nicole Ray
Rebecca Nicole 
Ray, age 15, of 
Irving, Texas, 
passed away on 
Wednesday, De-
cember 15, 2010 
at home. She was 
born on January 
8, 1995 in Dallas, 

Texas to Roger and Mickie Ray. Sur-
vivors include, fiance, Logan Chil-
dress; parents, Roger and Mickie 
Ray; sister, Candis Sharp-Ray and 
husband Zachary Morris; maternal 
grandfather, Norman Sharp; paternal 
grandfather, JC Ray; niece, Maci 
Morris, nephew, Landon Morris; 
aunts and uncles, JC Ray, Jr., Jerry 
and Shirley Ray, Larry and Pam 
Ray. Visitation for Rebecca and 
her son, Cole was held from 11:00 
am - 8:00 pm on Sunday, Decem-
ber 19, 2010 at the Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral Services 
were at 2:00 pm on Monday, De-
cember 20th at Fundamental Baptist 
Church with the Rev. Dale Parkhill 
officiating. Interment followed at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in 
Irving, TX.

cole Mathew

childRess
Cole  Mathew 
Childress, age 
35 days, passed 
away on Wednes-
day, December 
15, 2010. He was 

born on November 10, 2010 in 
Irving, TX to Logan Childress and 
Rebecca Ray. Survivors include, 
father, Logan Childress; maternal 
grandparens, Roger and Mickie 
Ray; paternal grandparents, Stepha-
nie Childress and ScottChildress; 
great-grandparents, Norman Sharp, 
JC Ray, Joy Sills, EC and Charlotte 
Jones; aunts and uncles, Candis 
Sharp-Ray and Zachary Morris, 
Shelby Childress, Justin Vanatta, 
Davion Johnson; cousins, Maci 
and Landon Morris. Arrangements 
for Cole and his mother Rebecca 
were made by Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home. 

osMuNd h.
websteR

Osmund H. Web-
ster, 79, of Cop-
pell passed away 
Monday morn-
ing, December 
20, 2010 follow-
ing a long illness. 
Mr. Webster was 
born February 6, 

1931 in Baker County, Oregon to 
Charles and Elizabeth Webster. 
After graduating with a Bachelors 
degree in 1953, Mr. Webster enlisted 
in the U. S. Army where he served 
three years. He married Barbara, 
his wife of 54 years, on May 26, 
1956. After receiving a Masters 

eMMa Ruth

KeRR baKeR
Emma Ruth Kerr 
Baker, of Irving, 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
on  December 
15, 2010. Ruth, 
85, was born in 
McKinney, Texas 
but also lived in 
Massachusetts, 

England and finally in Moraga, 
California. She was a true Southern 
woman who personified classiness 
and aplomb. Ruth embodied humor, 
wisdom, strength and resilience. She 
valued the time spent with her fam-
ily preparing meals, baking cookies 
and attending recitals or the sporting 
events of her grandchildren. Her car-
ing, gracious and selfless personality 
will live on. Ruth was preceded in 
death by her spouse of 56 years, Ray 
and her parents Clyde and Roger, as 
well as, her siblings Mary, Harold, 
Alma, Dudley, and Billy. She is 
survived by her remaining siblings, 
Lois, Joyce, Patricia and Phyllis, 
her son Ron and wife Carol of Dal-
las, daughter Renee Bagley and 
husband David of Moraga, CA and 
eight grandchildren, Keith, Cara, 
Ben and Maryann Baker and Forrest, 
Cameron, Noah and Sydney Bagley. 
The rosary was prayed at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home at 7 pm on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2010. The 
Mass of Christian Burial was held 
at the Church of the Incarnation, 
University of Dallas, Irving, at 10 
am, Wednesday, December 22, 2010 
followed by interment at the Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery in 
Dallas. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Cancer 
Society. 

GeoRGe R. MaRtiN
George R. Martin, 
age 83, a resident 
of Irving, Texas 
for 41 years, died 
Sunday, Decem-
ber 26, 2010 at 
his home. Born 
January 31, 1927 

in West Sweden, WI, to August Wil-
liam and Alvina Peterson Martin, 
he married Patsy Ann Williams 
August 27, 1960 in Vashti, TX. A 
career Air Force veteran, he retired 
as a Senior Master Sergeant. He 

worked for Stewart and Stevenson 
Services, Inc. in Dallas for 20 years. 
Preceded in death by his wife of 49 
years, Patsy, November 30, 2009 and 
three brothers, Joseph, Floyd, and 
Alex, he is survived by daughters 
Beth Hindman and husband Brian of 
Irving and Connie Ruiz and husband 
Armando of Sulphur Springs, TX; a 
son Wesley Martin of Irving; eleven 
grandchildren; 2 great grandchil-
dren; a sister Doris Lindquist and 
sister-in-law, Edna Martin, both of 
Frederic, Wisconsin; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Visitation was 
Tuesday, December 28, 2010 at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 
The funeral service was 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday at Oak View Baptist 
Church. Rev. Wallace Philpott of-
ficiated. Graveside service with 
full military honors was 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Vashti Cemetery in 
Vashti, TX with Bradley Edge of-
ficiating. Memorials may be made 
to Oak View Baptist Church, Faith 
for the Future, 1004 S. Story Rd.  
Irving, TX 75060 

loRaN wade

“l.w.” May
L o r a n  Wa d e 
“L.W.” May, a 
successful inves-
tor and entre-
preneur died in 
Atlanta, Georgia 
on December 20, 
2010 while re-

turning from travels in Germany. 
Born to his parents John Melvin and 
Mittie Alexander May on August 
31, 1932 in Fort Worth, Texas, L.W. 
moved to Dallas and then to Irving 
in 1936 and attended school through 
eighth grade in Sowers and Irving 
High School on Sixth Street, and 
was a life long resident of Irving. He 
served in the US Coast Guard during 
the Korean Era. L.W. started his first 
job as a Glaser at Rubin Glass Co. 
in Dallas, TX. After a few years of 
learning that trade, he went into busi-
ness for himself. His original busi-
ness was at the Briery location and 
was sold to a trucking company and 
it was at that time when he moved to 
his present location. Funeral services 
were held at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel on Thursday, December 30, 
2010 at 2 PM. Burial occurred at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.  

Funeral Home. Interment followed 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

MaRioN thoMas

williaMs
Marion Thomas Williams, 60, of 
Irving for 16 years, died Monday, 
December 13, 2010 at Las Colinas 
Medical Center in Irving. He was 
born April 3, 1950 in Amarillo. 
Service was Monday, December 20, 
2010 at Dallas-Fort Worth National 
Cemetery. Arrangements by Don-
nelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 

chaRles w.
bRowN, JR

Charles W. Brown, Jr., 69, passed 
away on December 23, 2010 in 
Irving, Texas. He was born on 
November 14, 1941 in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. Funeral services were 
held on December 27, 2010 at 
1:00PM at Chapel of Roses Funeral 
Home. Interment followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens. 

louis s. toRaNo
Louis S. Torano, 
age 67, passed 
away on Wed., 
Dec. 15, 2010 in 
Granbury,TX. He 
was born June 
07, 1943 in New 
York City, NY to 
Salvator Arra and 

Frances Torano. They precede him in 
death. Louis married the love of his 
life Sandra Petersen on June 29, 1962 
in New Port Beach, CA. He lived a 
beautiful, full, fun-filled life with 
her for 48 years. When he retired 
his from his business in Automo-
tive Sales he enjoyed spending time 
holding the hand of his loving wife. 
He cherished his five grandsons, his 
nephews, and his niece. They were 
always loved and welcomed into 
his home. Louis loved cruising on 
his motorcycle, boating and travel-
ing in his RV with his friends and 
family. He is survived by his loving 
wife, Sandra Torano; son, Michael 
Torano and wife Dani of Knoxville, 
TN; daughter, Katherine Torano 
Montellano and husband Alfred of 
Grand Prairie, TX; grandchildren, 
Trenton, Tristan, Tegan, Logan, and 
Pierce; nephews, Ted, Tom, and Troy 
Johnson of California; niece, Terry 
Johnson of California; along with 

degree in Hospital Administration 
from Washington University in St. 
Louis, Missouri, Mr. Webster served 
as assistant hospital administrator 
of Children’s Medical Center of 
Dallas. Later he served as planning 
consultant for the American Hos-
pital Association’s regional office 
in Dallas. Mr. Webster is survived 
by his wife, Barbara of Coppell; 
daughters, Diann McChesney and 
her husband, Jeff  of Ridgefield, 
Connecticut, and Karin Ozowski and 
her husband, Ken of Coppell; son, 
Stewart Webster and his wife, Beth 
of Akersberga, Sweden; brother, 
Alan Webster of Albany, California; 
grandchildren, Lauren McChesney 
Gibson, Marc McChesney, Michael 
Ozowski, Claire Webster, Patrick 
Webster and Laura Webster, and his 
beloved Jack Russell terrier, Buddy. 
A memorial service was held at the 
First United Methodist Church of 
Coppell on Thursday, December 23, 
2010 at 2:00PM. Mr. Webster was 
laid to rest on Monday, December 
27, 2010 at the Dallas/Fort Worth 
National Cemetery at 11:00AM 
with military honors. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions can 
be made in Osmund H. Webster’s 
name to the SPCA of Texas www.
spca.org “Memorial Giving”) or the 
National Psoriasis Foundation www.
psoriasis.org
 Online condolences may be 
sent to the Webster family at www.
mulkeymason.com/lewisvil le 
Mulkey-Mason Funeral Home is 
respectfully in charge of the arrange-
ments.

tiNa Jo eidsoN
Tina Jo Eidson, 82, passed away 
on December 23, 2010 in Irving, 
TX. She was born on September 
30, 1928 in Sulphur Springs, TX. to 
Samuel Walls and Lillian (Green) 
Walls. She had been a resident 
of Irving since 1946, was a sales 
manager at Zales Corporaton and 
longtime employee of Village Drug 
Store. She was preceded in death by 
her son, Gregory Scott Eidson and 
daughter, Linda Kay Stewart. She 
is survived by her brother, Sammy 
Walls of Goldwaithe, TX., sister, 
Dorothy Jones of McAllister, OK., 
and niece and nephew, Debra & 
Larry Bradfute of Irving. Funeral 
services were held on Tuesday, De-
cember 28, 2010 at Chapel of Roses 
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“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

& cReMatioN seRvices

972-259-7644
403 South Britain Rd., 

Irving TX 75060

A preferred
LifeLegacy provider

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

 ExxonMobil Corporation will 
be the platinum sponsor of the 8th 
annual conference of The Academy 
of Medicine, Engineering and Sci-
ence of Texas (TAMEST) Jan. 6-7 
in Austin. ExxonMobil’s Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer Rex 
W. Tillerson will deliver a keynote 
address on oil and gas exploration. 
 The “Innovation in Texas: Past, 
Present and Future” conference will 
bring together top scientific and 
technology leaders to share informa-
tion and explore avenues for col-
laboration across Texas. Participants 
are expected to include the state’s 
higher education leaders, technology 

executives, researchers and commu-
nity members. 
 “Texas has an outstanding 
legacy of being a fertile ground for 
research, exploration, development 
and technological achievement,” Til-
lerson said. “ExxonMobil is proud to 
be a catalyst in bringing bright minds 
together from across the state to keep 
Texas at the forefront of science and 
math advancement.” 
 This is ExxonMobil’s seventh 
year to sponsor the event and is part 
of the company’s commitment to 
raise awareness of and support of 
science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. 

 ExxonMobil supports programs 
that encourage students to take 
an active interest in careers in the 
math and science fields, support 
professional development of highly 
qualified teachers and promote in-
volvement of women and minorities 
in these subjects. 
Source: ExxonMobil Corporation

ExxonMobil sponsors Science 
and Technology Conference

Subscribe to the 
Irving Rambler

972-870-1992



was Tuesday and funeral Wednesday 
at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist Church. 
Burial was at Bear Creek Cemetery. 
Memorials  may be directed to the 
building fund of MacArthur Blvd. 
Baptist Church, 8001 Mustang Dr. 
Irving, TX 75063 or to UT South-
western Medical Center, P.O. Box 
910888, Dallas TX 75391-0888 or 
online at www.utsouthwestern.edu/
donatenow to support brain cancer 
research conducted by Dr. Elizabeth 
Maher. Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home. 

buddy Ray

JohNsoN
Buddy Ray Johnson, 78, of Irving 
for 35 years, died Saturday, De-
cember 25, 2010 in Irving. He was 
born June 4, 1932 in Joplin, MO. 
Service was 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
December 29 at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home. Burial was at Jack-
son Cemetery in Joplin followed by 
a memorial service in Joplin. 

Joseph

williaM waRe
Joseph William Ware, 57, passed 
away on December 29, 2010 in 
Grapevine, TX. He was born on 
February 09, 1953 to James William 
Ware & Margie (Gunter) Ware. He 
had been a resident of Irving since 
1962 and was a longtime member 
of Oak View Baptist Church. He 
retired from NCH Corporation af-
ter 33 years of service in 2006. He 
was preceded in death by his father, 
James Ware. He is survived by his 
mother, Margie Ware of Irving, 
TX., sister, Charlene Voskamp and 
husband, Wayne of Houston, TX. 
niece Mary Luce and husband, 
Ashley, great niece Penelope Luce. 
Funeral services were held on 
Friday, December 31, 2010 at Oak 
View Baptist Church. Interment 
followed at Keller Cemetery near 

Danny; Melissa’s dad, Royce Pope; 
granddaughters, Macie and Maddie 
James. Debbie will be missed by 
all who knew and loved her. Visita-
tion was held December 27th from 
6-8 pm at Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home. Funeral Services were 2:00 
pm December 28th at Grace Pointe 
Church in Irving with Pastor Wooten 
officiating. Interment followed at 
Shady Grove Cemetery. 

david lee

cliNKscales
David Lee Clinkscales, of Irving, 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
2010. He was born Sept. 15, 1934 
in Houston. Graveside services 
were held Mon., Dec. 27, 2010 at 
DFW National Cemetery in Dal-
las. Memorial services followed at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. 
Memorial donations may be made to 
the American Cancer Society.   

bobby Ray seely
Bobby Ray Seely, 82, of  Shreve-
port, LA, formerly of Irving, died 
December 25, 2010. He was born 
December 31, 1927 in Tona, TX. 
Visitation was Tuesday. Service was 
10 a.m., Wednesday, December 29 at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens, Irving. 

eRMa laveRN

MaNtooth
Er ma  Lav e r n 
Mantooth, 82, 
passed away on 
December 25, 
2010 in her Ir-
ving home. She 
was born on Oc-
tober 07, 1928 
in Porum, Okla-

homa to Louie Weaver and Lola Vera 
(Greenhaw) Weaver. She had been 
a resident of Irving since 1946 and 
was a production clerk for Love En-
velope Company for over 50 years 
retiring in 1991. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Paul Man-
tooth. She is survived by her chil-
dren, Linda Mantooth-Holderman, 
Susan Paulette Jewett, John Waugh 
all of Irving, Dave Jewett of Loon 
Lake, WA, and Roy Olson of North 
Richland Hills, TX., five grand-
children, Christopher Holderman, 

many other friends and family. His 
high school best friends, Jay and 
Linda Stout, and his Tabernacle bud-
dies in Granbury were very close to 
his heart. All services were held at 
Martin Funeral Home in Granbury, 
TX, under the direction of Chism-
Smith Funeral Home. Visitation was 
Dec. 20th. Funeral Services were on 
Dec. 22nd at 11am in the Funeral 
Home Chapel. Louis was a great 
man and he will be truly missed by 
all who knew and loved him.

KaReN sue

hill defoe
Karen Sue Hill Defoe, of Irving, 
passed away Tuesday, December 
21, 2010. She was born August 18, 
1947 in Sulphur Springs. Funeral 
services were held at 10 AM Tues-
day, December 28, 2010 at Brown’s 
Memorial Chapel. Burial followed 
at Ridgeway Cemetery in Hopkins 
Co. 

bRiaN edwaRd

haRville
Brian Edward Harville of Dallas, 
TX, passed away December 16, 
2010. He was born in Mount Pleas-
ant Township Missouri on December 
2, 1962. Brian lived in Dallas for 48 
years and loved hanging out with his 
friends. The family received friends 
on Monday, December 20, 2010 at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 
Irving.

debRa lyNN pope
D e b r a  L y n n 
Pope, age 57, of 
Hurst, TX passed 
into Jesus’s arms 
on Thursday, De-
cember 23, 2010 
with her family 
by her side. She 

was born on August 19, 1953 in Gre-
nada, MS to Lloyd and Joy Dunn, 
they preceded her in death. Debbie 
drove a school bus for Irving ISD 
from 1981 until 1992 and during that 
time was also a florist and ultimately 
opening her own flower shop, Alotta 
Blossoms. Her real love was for her 
family and her sweet grand-daugh-
ters. Survivors include daughter, 
Melissa James and husband Phil; 
longtime companion, Paul Evans; 
sister, Diana Kendrick and husband 

Matthew Waugh, Candice Taylor 
Waugh, Michelle Dunn and Reyna 
Lopez, one sister, Paula Clark and 
husband, Roy Clark of Princeton, 
TX. Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, December 28, 2010 at Cha-
pel of Roses Funeral Home. Inter-
ment followed at Restland Memorial 
Park in Dallas, TX.

thoMas

GRay Goss
Thomas  Gray 
Goss was born 
in San Antonio, 
Texas on Janu-
ary 12, 1947. He 
went to be with 
the Lord on De-
cember 24, 2010. 

Tom is survived by Roxy, his wife of 
41 years; daughter, Jenna Vaughan 
and husband, Michael of Flower 
Mound, Texas; son, Derek Goss and 
wife, Desmond of Arlington, Texas; 
grandchildren, Brady and Hailey 
Vaughan and step-grandchildren, 
Olivia and Addison Cherkas; par-
ents, Leroy and Louise Goss of 
San Antonio, Texas; brothers, Bill 
Goss of Dunwoody, GA and Bob 
Goss and wife, Paula of Bay City, 
Texas; sister-in-law, JoRuth Borror 
and husband Bill of San Antonio, 
TX; brother-in-law, Clinton Baer-
mann of Llano; and many cousins, 
nephews, nieces, great-nephews, 
and great-nieces. Tom received his 
BA from Texas A & I University. 
He married Roxy Lee Baermann 
on May 24, 1969. After moving to 
Irving, Tom started with LTV before 
going to Bell Helicopter in 1973 and 
continued working there for over 37 
years. He was a member of Mac-
Arthur Blvd. Baptist Church since 
1972 where he faithfully served as 
a children’s Sunday School teacher 
for over 30 years, a member and 
chairman of several committees, and 
a church trustee. He coached various 
youth sports teams and was chief 
of the Indian Princesses and Indian 
Guides for his children. He was a life 
member of PTA, booster club presi-
dent at MacArthur High School, and 
active in his neighborhood associa-
tion. Tom loved to fish especially in 
Rockport, Texas and enjoyed spend-
ing time with his grandchildren. He 
was loved and respected by family, 
friends, and co-workers. Visitation 

Wilson, OK. Funeral arrangements 
conducted under the direction of 
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.

e. t. veRNoN, JR.
E. T. Vernon, Jr., age 87, of Irving for 
64 years, died Monday, December 
20, 2010 at an Irving care center. He 
was born March 19, 1923 in Her-
mleigh, TX. A graveside service was 
held 10 a.m., Thursday, December 
23rd at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens 
in Irving. Arrangements by Don-
nelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 

Michael bRadbuRy
Michael Bradbury, 56, was born 
into eternal life on Fri., Dec. 24, 
2010. He was born on June 15, 
1954 in Ottumwa, IA. A Memorial 
Service will be held on Mon., Jan. 
3, 2011 at 10:00 am at the Church of 
The Incarnation, 1845 E. Northgate, 
Irving, TX with the Father Donald 
Dvorak officiating. Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

walteR e.
steidtMaN

Walter E. Steidtman, 91, of Irving, 
passed away on December 26, 
2010. A veteran of World War II 
and retired construction worker, 
is predeceased by his wife Sylvia 
of 57 years. Walter is survived by 
his daughter Carol Steidtman of 
Lindenhurst, IL and step daughter 
Carol Mangun of Irving, brother 
Fritz Steidtman, sisters Adeline Tes-
sendorf, Esther Steidtman, Florence 
Lemke and Lorna Woller. Walter 
will be remembered as a beloved 
husband, father, grandfather and 
great grandfather. Graveside servic-
es were held at Noon on Thursday, 
December 30, 2010 at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving. Local 
arrangements by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.
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Brown Family Owned and Operated. 
www.brownmem.com 

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Director in charge
Gary Westerman
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“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”Ben F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials
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Pre-Need Funerals
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Funeral Home
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OBITUARIES

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

# LITTLE FOCKERS    PG13
12:55    1:25    4:45    5:20
7:10    7:45    9:35    10:10

TRUE GRIT    PG13
1:55    4:10    4:40    6:45

7:15    9:20    9:50

* HOW DO YOU KNOW    PG13
1:00    3:50    7:20    10:05

HARRY POTTER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS    PG13

1:00    4:15

UNSTOPPABLE    PG
7:40    10:05

* GULLIVER’S TRAVELS    PG13
1:30    5:00    7:35    10:00

MEGAMIND    PG
1:35

THE FIGHTER    R
12:50    4:05    6:50    9:40

TANGLED 2D    PG
1:10    4:20    7:00    9:25

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA
VOYAGE OF THE DAWNTRADER 

3D    PG
1:40    4:25    7:05    9:45

YOGI BEAR 3D    PG
12:50    4:20    6:55    9:05

TRON 3D    PG
1:15    4:05    7:00    9:55

By Matt Mungle
Title: True Grit
Rated: PG-13
 I hear you want a movie with 
true grit? One with strong characters, 
a unique directing style, and a story 
you can sink your teeth into. Leave 
it to the Coen Brothers to deliver the 
goods. Their retelling of the John 
Wayne classic Western, True Grit, may 
not sit perfectly in the saddle with fans 
of the original, but it is sure to grab a 
whole different audience that will find 
it highly entertaining.
 Fourteen year old Mattie Ross 
(Hailee Steinfeld) is seeking the man 
who shot her father in cold blood. She 
elicits the help of the legendary, though 
unstable, Marshal Reuben J. Cogburn 
(Jeff Bridges) to help her hunt Tom 
Chaney (Josh Brolin) down and bring 
him to justice. Also in pursuit of the 
same man is Texas Ranger La Boeuf 
(Matt Damon) who has been tracking 
Chaney for some time. Cogburn and 
La Boeuf have to get over their differ-
ences, deal with this young pistol of a 

girl; all before the trail grows cold. 
 I love what the Coen’s did with 
this film. They take a classic western 
styling and add in fast paced, smart 
dialogue which at times is Shake-
spearian in its rhythm and delivery. 
They create characters that are multi 
dimensional and too grandiose to exist 
in real life. It is this sort of creation 
that makes their films and characters 
instantly quotable, recognizable and 
memorable. True Grit is radiating with 
that Coen signature which will appeal 
to many; even the few that walk away 
disjointed. 
 It would be amiss not to mention 
the performance of new comer (liter-
ally her first feature film) Steinfield. 
Hailee takes the script and wields it 
like a veteran of the arts. She doesn’t 
shy away from the dialogue or from 
getting in the face of her two co stars. 
She is dynamic and shows as much 
grit, if not more so, than Bridges. The 
only fault I have with her is that she 
is a beautiful girl and while they tried 
to make her homely with that prairie 

ruggedness she still has too much 
softness. Especially when compared to 
Kim Darby who played the role in the 
original. The line in the movie, “looks 
like you were beat with an ugly stick” 
seems out of place when describing 
Hailee. 
 Bridges does well with the look 
and feel of Cogburn yet the decision to 
have him deliver each and every line as 
if he has a mouth full of gravel makes 
for a tiresome experience. You have 
to force yourself to diligently focus 
on each word and still many fall away 
undecipherable. Damon is a good fit as 
the Texas Ranger and his dry wit and 
timing adds some welcome flavor. 
 True Grit is rated PG-13 for some 
intense sequences of western violence 
including disturbing images. Obvi-
ously there are some hangings and 
gun fire; typical old west shenanigans. 
Other than that this has little to offend 
or shock the typical moviegoer. The 
language is very mild and even if it 
wasn’t I doubt you could understand 
it from Bridges. 

 Even with that distracting ele-
ment I still give it 4.5 out of 5 camp 
fires. The Coen Brothers are back in 
true form and even the most die hard 
westerner will appreciate the liberties 

they take to tell their tale.  
 Review copyright 2010 Mungle-
show Productions. Used by Permis-
sion.

Western appeals to a new audience

 Local businessman and long-time 
supporter of Irving ISD, J. Ralph Ellis, 
pledged a $100,000 matching-funds 
grant to IISD academics and athletics 
programs through the Irving Schools 
Foundation.
 Ellis requested that half of the 
funds be distributed to math and sci-
ence programs and half to Irving High 

School, MacArthur High School and 
Nimitz High School athletics. In order 
to receive the funds, the IISD Board 
of Trustees must allocate $25,000 each 
to elementary and middle school math 
and science departments, and $50,000 
to the athletic department. Ultimately, 
each elementary and middle school 

science and math department, and the 
athletic department, would receive 
$200,000. Funds would then be used 
by the respective department directors 
for discretionary purchases. Also, all 
funds must be expended during the 
2010-2011 school year.
Source: Irving ISD

Ellis pledges funds to IISD
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“Provided in partnership with the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Please contact
the Chamber at 
214.217.8484

if we can assist you
Main Office

5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., 
Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039
Heritage District Office

135 S. Jefferson St.
Irving TX 75060

busiNess bRiefs
CITY OF IRVING HOSTS

STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS FOR
AIRPORT FREEWAY BUSINESSES

The City of Irving will be holding two stake-
holder meetings for businesses along Airport 
Freeway, January 5at 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
to discuss the proposed SH-183 overlay district. 
All businesses on Airport Freeway and interested 
parties are encouraged to attend one of these two 
sessions at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Boulevard. 
The meetings are anticipated to last no more than 
2 hours.  Information tables with the zoning files 
and highway schematics will be available and 
City of Irving personnel will answer questions.
 

SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
APPLICATIONS DUE

Your Chamber is encouraging its small business 
members to apply for the US Chamber of Com-
merce’s Small Business of the Year.  To encour-
age its members to participate, the Chamber 

will pay the application fee for its members.  To 
participate, a business must have fewer than 250 
employees and less than $20 million in revenue 
the past two years.  For their efforts, more Irving 
businesses have been selected as Blue Ribbon 
winners than any other city in America the past 
three years.  For more information and to obtain 
an application, contact Don Williams at dwil-
liams@irvingchamber.com.  Applications must 
be completed and to the Chamber no later than 
January 12.  
 

NEW CHAMBER STAFF
GEARS UP FOR 2011

The Chamber has recently hired three new 
members to its team. Megan Mottwiler, our new 
account director, has joined the Chamber’s sales 
team. Ryan Pafford has assumed the position 
of Information Technology Director and Laura 
Jordan is the Chamber’s new Director of Events. 
Visit the “contact us” tab at www.irvingchamber.

com to get in touch with these new members of 
your Chamber team or call the main number at 
214.217.8484 after the Chamber re-opens in 2011 
on Monday, January 3.

ALLSTATE SUPPORTS
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT IN IRVING

The Allstate Foundation, the philanthropic arm of 
the insurance company which is one of Irving’s 
largest employers, has donated funds to support 
Junior Achievement of Dallas’ core purpose of 
inspiring and preparing young people to succeed 
in a global economy. Funding will support the 
Feeder System: Every Child, Every Year Initia-
tive in Irving ISD. The $15,000 donated to JA 
Dallas will deliver critical financial literacy, 
workforce readiness and entrepreneurship educa-
tion to 2,184 students in nearly 120 classrooms, 
including 630 students in 38 classes at Albert 
Farine Elementary School in Irving, a school 
that has benefited from Allstate-sponsored JA 
programs since 2002.

 While the actual Super Bowl XLV contest 
is being played at Cowboys Stadium in Arling-
ton on February 6, Irving will benefit as one 
of the official host cities to the big game. 
 Thousands of visitors will visit Irving to 
experience the Super Bowl bringing revenue to 
the city and its businesses, and also, residents 
and businesses will be given a unique opportu-
nity to experience exciting Super Bowl-related 
events. 
 The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber 
of Commerce is already busy making prepara-
tions for “Irving Welcomes the Big Game” – a 

 ACE Cash Express, Inc., a 
leading retailer of financial services, 
purchased new books for every 
student at Jackie M. Townsell El-
ementary School in Irving as part of 
their annual book fair.This donation 
was made possible through the ACE 
Community Fund, ACE’s corporate 
giving program that focuses on 
children, education and financial 
literacy.
 “We are proud to provide Town-

progressive dinner and tour of three elegant 
homes at the luxurious Lake of Las Colinas. 
The event which is being held January 20 
is sponsored by Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes and Hines, and will benefit the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of North Texas in its 
mission to enrich the lives of children with 
life-threatening medical conditions through 
its wish-granting work.
 The Irving Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau has been very busy as well. As the city’s 
official liaison to the North Texas Super Bowl 
XLV Host Committee, ICVB staff has been 

sell Elementary students with more than 800 
books for the seventh year in a row,” said ACE 
Senior Vice President Eric Norrington.  “ACE 
and our associates are committed to promote 
the importance of education and literacy in all 
of our communities.”   
 To date, the ACE Community Fund has 
provided Townsell Elementary with more than 
2,500 books.  
 “Through the generosity of ACE Cash 
Express, every student at Townsell selects a 
new book to take home at the holiday season.  
The element of choice heightens the interest 
in pleasure reading during the holidays,” said 
Townsell Elementary School Principal Linda 
Willett.
 In addition to providing books, Ace Cash 
Express has provided a donation of $3,803 and 
1,710 pounds of food to the North Texas Food 
Bank in support of its mission to Close the Gap 
by uniting the community to provide 50 mil-

ACE Cash Express Donates 
Food, Funding and Fiction
during the Holiday Season

Irving to Experience Economic Boost and
Unique Progressive Dinner Event to Benefit

Make-A-Wish Leading up to Super Bowl XLV

lion meals by 2011. This donation 
was also made possible through the 
ACE Community Fund. 
 “ACE Cash Express is proud 

to present the North Texas Food Bank with 
these donations,” said Norrington. “Our An-
nual Holiday Food Drive creates camaraderie 
with our associates while supporting our com-
munity.”
 North Texas Food Bank reported that 
ACE’s 1,710 pound donation combined with 
its financial contribution will provide more 
than 17,000 meals this holiday season.  
 “We are so thankful for businesses like 
ACE Cash Express that not only acknowl-
edge the need in North Texas, but work hard 
to do something about it,” said Jan Pruitt, 
President and CEO of the North Texas Food 
Bank. “According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Texas is the second hungriest state 
in the nation; that is simply unacceptable. It’s 
up to each and every one of us to step forward, 
open our hearts, and give back—and ACE 
Cash Express has set a terrific example for 
our community in this regard.”

involved with Super Bowl XLV planning since 
the bid process began in 2006. As a result, 
the ICVB was able to secure the NFC Cham-
pionship team accommodations at the Omni 
Mandalay Hotel at Las Colinas with overflow 
rooms at the Marriott Las Colinas. In addition, 
the Four Seasons Resort and Club will provide 
rooms for team owners and VIPs. Irving will 
also have a strong presence in the Super Bowl 
media center the week of the event with ICVB 
staff working the Host Committee booth. The 
Friday before the game, Irving will be featured 

as the spotlight city in the media center.
 The economic impact for Irving and re-
gion will be huge. “Studies have shown about a 
$500 million to $600 million economic impact 
to the region for this one event,” said Irving 
Mayor Herbert A. Gears. “Every penny counts, 
and that’s a lot of pennies.”
 For more information on the “Irving 
Welcomes the Big Game” event visit www.
irvingchamber.com and click events or call 
Laura Jordan at 214.217.8473. 

 The City of Irving received an-
other favorable decision in moving 
the entertainment venue project for-
ward. In a ruling Dec. 21, the judge 
approved the funding structure for 
the entertainment venue as proposed 
by the City of Irving. 
 “The court supported the city’s 
strategy for funding the costs of 
planning, designing, constructing 
and equipping the project,” said 
Mayor Herbert Gears. “This is the 
second court decision affirming our 
plans to finance this exciting addi-
tion to our community.” 

 The designs and construction 
plans are ready for council’s con-
sideration, and the developer has 
secured guaranteed construction 
price from the general contractor. 
This is a construction-ready project 
that is scheduled to begin when ad-
ditional financing is secured. This 
project is funded by partners in the 
entertainment venue as well as the 
hotel occupancy tax collected from 
visitors, not by Irving homeowners 
or property tax. 
Source: City of Irving

Court OKs funding for 
entertainment venue


