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Clinic receives flu
shot donation
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Years of planning, building,

sweat and more than a few tears
are on the verge of culminating in
the completion of North Lake
College’s South Campus located at
1009 Shady Grove near the inter-
section of Shady Grove and
MacArthur Boulevard. As the
building itself enters its final phase
of completion, the South Campus
staff are ready to move in and be-
gin welcoming students.

“We’re opening up in Febru-
ary,” said Rene Castilla, Executive
Dean for the North Lake College
South Irving Center. “The South
Campus is completed. We have our

certificate of occupancy. We will
begin the process of moving this
month, and I hope to have the staff
moved over there by the first of
February.

“What a beautiful building.
South Irving should be proud. It
has a gorgeous design. We want
the college to be the neighborhood
college where everyone is wel-
come. The color scheme is excel-
lent. There is a warm feeling about
the building. It is open, bright and
cheery with lots of windows. The
building is laid out so that it is easy
for people to maneuver and find
classrooms without difficulty.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Community college students

are not the only people who will
benefit from the opening of North
Lake College’s South Campus. As
the South Campus’ staff moves
from their current location in the
City of Irving Human Services
Bldg., located at 440 S. Nursery
Road, another of the building’s ten-
ants, Irving Cares, is already mak-
ing plans to incorporate the
school’s current area.

“When new space becomes
available, the City has agreed that
Irving Cares can take over the
North Lake College space,” said
Teddy Story, Executive Director of
Irving Cares. “Our vision is to in-
crease our storage room for food.
When a giant food drive comes in
that is about 10,000 pounds that
means about 10,000 cans. Currently
we have no space to sort and sepa-
rate the items before we put them
up. First we categorize the cans by
year. We want to be sure to get the
older stuff gone before it expires.

“Once North Lake College
moves, we will create a sorting
room, the physical space to sepa-
rate the donated items. We also
need a salvage room. When we re-
ceive donations, we don’t really
know the condition of the food. If
a donation contained rotten fruit,
we would need a way to contain
that before it is mixed in with our

regular inventory. Right now, our
sorting room is our conference
room, which is also our staff lunch
room and a part-time classroom.

“At Irving Cares when we help
someone financially, they attend a
class that is Consumer Credit Coun-
seling Services’ curriculum. They
learn that if they didn’t have all
these expenses that are extras, they
might be able to manage on the

ing a positive impact on their com-
munity

High school groups like envi-
ronmental and journalism clubs,
honor societies, football teams,
bands or student councils are en-
couraged to submit a group entry
and compete against their rivals for
cash prizes. Five school groups in
Texas will each win $1,000 to use
as they like, donated by TxDOT
sponsor Raytheon.

”Regardless of who takes
home the cash, everybody wins,”
said Doris Howdeshell, Travel In-
formation Division Director for
TxDOT. “Communities with school
groups that compete in

Trash4Cash will be cleaner, and
participating students have an op-
portunity to demonstrate ‘green’
leadership, showing potential uni-
versities the volunteer projects
they’ve worked on.”

Student groups can submit
materials online or by mail starting
Jan. 5. The litter prevention activi-
ties must be completed by March
31, 2009, and all information is due
by April 6. Every organization must
work under the direction of a coun-
selor, sponsor or principal to be eli-
gible. Complete rules and submis-
sion information are posted at
www.dontmesswithtexas.org/
trash4cash.

Almost ready for Students

Texas high schools compete
for cash by reducing litter

Irving Cares plans to
enlarge its facility

Provided by Kelli Johnson
Trash4Cash, a new Don’t

Mess with Texas competition by
the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT), is rewarding on-
campus student organizations with
$1,000 for getting rid of litter in their
communities.

School groups will compete
against others from around the
state by organizing litter preven-
tion efforts in their community, such
as cleaning up a local park or teach-
ing children about not littering.
Groups will be judged on creativ-
ity surrounding their litter preven-
tion efforts, getting media cover-
age about their projects and mak-

During the second session of
the 31st Texas Legislature, a bill was
unanimously passed that created
the Irving Independent School dis-
trict. The same day – April 23, 1909
– Governor T.M. Campbell signed
into law the bill that merged the Kit
and Lively schools, creating the
Irving ISD.

The Irving Independent
School District invites the commu-
nity to join in celebrating 100 Years
of Learning. As the district begins
observing its centennial, schools
are encouraged to recognize the
historical significance of the found-
ing and development of a district

100 Years of Learning
Ready to begin the real work of teaching students, Rene Castilla, Executive Dean for the North Lake
College South Irving Center,  believes the new South Campus is a jewel for the community.

See REQUESTS, Page 5 See IRVING, Page 3
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Make sure your notices are placed
in a newspaper where people will

actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493

Arson: 01-02-09 at
12:30 a.m.  IFD/IPD
responded to a fire at
the Vista Del Lago
apartment complex.

Four units were damaged. Fire per-
sonnel on scene suspected arson,
investigation pending.

Aggravated Robbery: 01-04-09 at
6:46 p.m.  The victim was ap-
proached by unknown male shortly
after parking his truck at his resi-
dence in the 500 block of
Hawthorne. The victim heard the
suspect lock and load a semiauto-
matic handgun. The suspect de-
manded the victim’s wallet and ve-

Irving Citizen Police Academy
The Irving Police Department

Citizen Police Academy (CPA) is an
educational program designed to
provide the public with a working
knowledge of the Irving Police
Department’s personnel and poli-
cies. The CPA was developed with
the belief that education is the key
to understanding and with under-
standing comes a more open line
of communication.

Class members are a cross sec-
tion of the Irving community. Home-
makers, professional business per-
sons, students, laborers, retirees
and others are encouraged to ap-
ply for admission. The minimum
age for enrollment is 18 and you
must live or work in the City of Irv-
ing to be eligible to attend.

The training program is a se-
ries of eleven classes, held once
each week for three hours. It con-
sists of classroom and “hands on”
instruction, with each session fa-
cilitated by Department staff from
the particular area of expertise.
Topics covered include: Officer
Selection and Training process,
Police Communications, Criminal

Investigations, Domestic Violence,
Gang Unit, Narcotics Investiga-
tions, Tactical Operations, Defen-
sive Tactics, Firearms Training and
more. Instruction also includes fa-
cility tours and the opportunity to
participate in the patrol “ride-
along” program.

The academy is held twice
each year; once in the Spring and
once in the Fall. Classes are held
each Tuesday evening from 7:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. To graduate, each
participant is required to attend at
least seven of the ten classes. 

There is no cost for the acad-
emy. Graduates of the Irving Citi-
zen Police Academy are not trained
to be police officers or vigilantes.
The purpose of the academy is to
provide information to attendees to
allow them to make informed judg-
ments about the police department.
Participants learn a day in the life
of an Irving Officer assigned to a
particular field.

It is the hope of the Irving Po-
lice Department that the continued
availability of the academy will im-
prove police/community relations

through this education process. In
turn, the Department becomes
more aware of the feelings and con-
cerns of the community from the
participants’ interaction and input.
Together, we can create a coalition
of citizens and police working to-
gether to make the City of Irving
an even safer place to work and
live.

The Irving Citizen Police Acad-
emy Alumni Association is com-
prised of CPA graduates whose
mission is to serve as goodwill am-
bassadors for the Irving Police De-
partment in the Irving community,
to provide help and support to the
department when requested and to
provide to the incidental needs of
the department.
Start dates are: 
March 10 English
June 2 Spanish
Aug. 25 English

For further information, con-
tact the Irving Citizen Police Acad-
emy Coordinator at 972-721-3557
(English) or 214 287-6314 (Span-
ish). 

for the Retreat Volunteer Fire De-
partment. “This money will defi-
nitely help us purchase things we
need. We are hoping some of it will
go towards a down payment on a
new tanker.”

Texas Forest Service’s role in
this reimbursement process is to
verify fire reports and to distribute
the payments to the fire depart-
ments. Expenses eligible for reim-
bursement were reported and de-
termined through the Texas Forest
Service Fire Reporting System.

House Bill 15 provided for the
recovery of fire department ex-
penses that were not already cov-
ered by FEMA or TFS emergency
grants. Some local fire departments
received reimbursements from
FEMA for the period of time that

Provided by Linda Moon
Texas Forest Service (TFS) is

delivering a little holiday cheer to
more than 900 Texas fire depart-
ments including the Irving Fire De-
partment. Through a legislative
grant, TFS is distributing $5.7 mil-
lion to departments that helped
fight wildfires during the 2005-06
wildfire season.

House Bill 15 of the 80th Texas
Legislature provided funds to help
pay for the cost of fighting wild-
fires statewide between Dec. 1,
2005, and Sep. 18, 2006. A portion
of these funds were designated to
help local fire departments recover
some of the expenses incurred dur-
ing that time period.

“We were in total surprise
when we received the check,” said
John Robinson, assistant fire chief

Texas Forest Service distributes
funds to local fire departments

Texas was under a Presidential
Emergency Declaration. In addi-
tion, fire departments that submit-
ted eligible requests for grants dur-
ing the fire season received TFS
Rural VFD Assistance Program
emergency grants.

Delbert Robertson, fire chief
for the Clarendon Volunteer Fire
Department, said his department
was very glad to get the reimburse-
ment money.

We had no idea this money
was coming,” Robertson said. “We
are going to use it to get a new
pumper tanker to use on rural
fires.”

To view a listing of fire depart-
ments receiving reimbursement
payments, visit www.texasforests
e r v i c e . t a m u . e d u / m a i n /
article.aspx?id=6366.

hicle. The suspect then left in the
victim’s truck. 

Aggravated Robbery: 01-06-09 at
12:16 a.m.  A male armed with a hand-

gun entered the Waffle House at
4375 W. Northgate and robbed the
employees of a small amount of
cash. No injuries were reported.

Irving Fire Department responded to 190 incidents.
The Fire incidents

   50  Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
     4  Structure Fires
    0  Special Operations
    2   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
    9 Major Accidents
  55 Major Medical
  14 Heart Attacks
  19 Difficulty Breathing
  19 Trauma Related
  18 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Jan 4 - 7, 2009
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
January 12 at 7:30 pm
Beta Sigma Phi - The Beta Eta
Master Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi
will hold their first meeting for 2009
at the home of Judy Pierson at 7:30
pm with program presentation by
Ginny Appleby. The sorority re-
cently held their annual Christmas
Auction on Dec. 14 with proceeds
going to local Irving charities. For
more information, contact 972-254-
1062.

January 15 at 6 p.m.
State of the City - Mayor Herbert
Gears will give the State of the City
Address at the Texas Stadium Club,
2401 E. Airport Freeway. A recep-
tion/registration will take place at 6
p.m. followed by dinner at 7 p.m.

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce is hosting
the event. Mayor Gears is expected
to highlight the progress that has
been made in meeting the goals of
the city’s Strategic Plan. Individual
tickets cost $100. Tickets also will
be available at the door for $125.
For more information, call 214-217-
8473.

National Contest
for Young Volunteers

As part of a National Contest, the
Ladies Auxiliary of VFW Post 2494
is seeking “Outstanding Young
Volunteers” in our Community.
This contest is open to students
ages 12 to 15 who provided volun-
teer service to the community from

Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2008. Judg-
ing will be based on the number of
volunteer activities, number of
hours volunteered and quality of
service. These activities could in-
clude volunteering in hospitals and
nursing homes, aiding senior citi-
zens, involvement in scouting,
church or school programs,
etc. Prizes will be awarded on the
local, District, State and National
level. National First Prize is a $5000
U.S. Savings bond. Deadline for
student entries to the Ladies Aux-
iliary is Feb. 1. For complete infor-
mation and application forms, con-
tact 972-790-1611. Post 2494 is lo-
cated at 3375 Beltline Road, just
south of Shady Grove.

that began with 125 students that
has grown to more than 33,000.
Beginning with one wooden build-
ing that housed the entire student
population, the district has grown
to encompass 48.5 square miles and
thirty-eight schools and learning
centers.

Students, staff and commu-
nity members are invited to learn
about some of the key individuals

who helped to form what would be-
come one of the largest school dis-
tricts in North Texas: Lee Britain,
J.O. Schulze, Otis Brown, Albert
Farine, and many more. The com-
munity is encouraged to learn more
about IISD superintendents and
teachers who worked with the dis-
trict during exciting times such as
A.S. Johnston, Mark Callister
Lively, and John F. Townley – to

name just a few.
These names should all sound

familiar. Each day the district opens
the doors to schools named in their
honor, and over the course of a
century the sounds of children’s
voices have been added to the
voices of those above in recording
the district’s history. For more in-
formation about the history of IISD,
access www.irvingisd.net/history.

Continued from page 1

Irving ISD celebrates birthday

served. The public is encouraged
to attend. The Heritage Society
general meeting will be held at
6:15pm.

Robert Power and Dan Matkin

Texas Stadium in the beginning: The inside story
were elected to the Irving City
Council in 1963  In 1967, Robert
Power was elected mayor and
served for four years. Dan Matkin
was elected mayor in 1971 and

served as mayor for six years. Texas
Stadium opened in 1971.

For more information, visit
www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-
252-3838.

former mayors Robert H. Power, Sr.
and R. Dan Matkin with first hand
details of that major project on Jan.
26 at 7 p.m. in the Central Library
Auditorium. Refreshments will be

Get the inside story of the
building of Texas Stadium and
bringing the Dallas Cowboys to Irv-
ing. The Irving Heritage Society
program will be presented by

Ten free flowering trees will be
given to residents of Texas who
become members of the Arbor Day
Foundation in January 2009.

The free trees are part of the
nonprofit Foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.

Those who join the Founda-
tion in January will receive two
white flowering dogwoods, two
flowering crabapples, two Wash-
ington hawthorns, two American
redbuds, and two goldenraintrees.

“These compact trees were se-
lected for planting in large or small
spaces,” said John Rosenow, chief
executive of the Arbor Day Foun-
dation. “They will give your home
in Texas the beauty of lovely pink,
white, and yellow flowers — and
also provide winter berries and
nesting sites for songbirds.”

The trees will be shipped post-
paid at the right time for planting
between Feb. 1 and May 31 with
enclosed planting instructions. The
six to twelve inch trees are guaran-
teed to grow or they will be replaced
free of charge.

Members also receive a sub-
scription to the Foundation’s bi-
monthly publication, Arbor Day,
and The Tree Book, which includes
information about tree planting and
care.

To become a member of the
Foundation and to receive the free
trees, send a $10 contribution to
TEN FREE FLOWERING TREES,
Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410,
by Jan. 31. Texas residents can also
join online at arborday.org.

Receive 10 flowering trees from
the Arbor Day Foundation

Provided by Larry Hodge
Deadline for entering the Texas

State-Fish Art Contest is March 31.
Students and teachers should take
time now to review the contest rules
and regulations.

Texas students who enter the
contest can win prizes of up to
$1,000. Entries are judged in three
grade-level divisions: 4 -6, 7 - 9 and
10 - 12. Thanks to funding from the
Toyota Texas Bass Classic, the
three first-place winners from Texas
receive financial assistance for
travel to Minneapolis, MN, to com-
pete in the national competition.

“It’s important that entries be
prepared in the format specified in
the rules,” said Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s Zoe Ann
Stinchcomb. “For example, artwork
must be the proper size and have
the entry form glued to the back.
The complete set of rules is posted
on our web site, www.tpwd.state

.tx.us/fishart. Links on that page
contain everything you need to
know to prepare entries and enter
the contest.”

A poster teachers can use to
promote the contest to students
can be found on the contest page
as well.

“However, home-schooled
students are also eligible to enter
the contest,” she said.

The State-Fish Art Contest is
a program of Wildlife Forever, a
multi-species non-profit conserva-
tion organization that works to pre-
serve America’s wildlife heritage
through conservation education,
preservation of habitat and scien-
tific management of fish and wild-
life species. Working at the
grassroots level, Wildlife Forever
has funded more than 800 conser-
vation projects in all 50 states,
Canada and Mexico.
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In 1965, Dan Matkin and Robert Power, Sr. overlook documents
regarding the proposed Texas Stadium development.
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center

FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Faith Temple Baptist Church
525 North Sowers Rd

Irving, TX 75061
972.253.5021

www.faithtemplecares.com
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6 p.m.

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7 p.m.

Independent Bible

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ Southern Baptist United Methodist

Read the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving Rambler
EVERY WEEK

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

The Letters to the Editor sec-
tion is devoted to giving the people
of Irving a voice. The Irving Ram-
bler needs your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, and opin-
ions. This section can only be suc-
cessful with your support. Whenever
possible, people holding contrary
views of a subject will be allowed to
respond to critical letters. Letters
including profanity will not be con-
sidered.

If you would like to see your
ideas
in print, please email them to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com or mail
them to:

The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017

Editor -
It appears that Irving

citizens will be asked to vote
soon on an amendment to the City
Charter to create single-member
districts for city council members.
I find the arguments of the Irving
Single-Member District Committee
for this change unconvincing.

At a time when our city des-
perately needs more unity rather
than division, why create a system
that would pit parts of the city
against each other? We ALL pay
taxes which support police, fire, and
other services for the entire city.
United we stand - divided we fall.

I also do not believe the argu-
ment that minorities cannot be
elected at-large. Minorities can be
elected if they are qualified. This
past spring, I was glad to support
two highly-qualified African-
Americans who were elected at-
large to the Irving ISD Board of
Trustees. Hispanics and other mi-
norities have served on both the
city council and school board in
recent years.

If you want to see what could
happen to our city, I challenge you
to watch the local news on televi-
sion to view the effects of single-
member districts on the Dallas City
Council. Do we want that kind of
zoo in Irving?

I say no to single-member dis-
tricts for Irving! See you at the
polls.

Bob Harper

Provided by Sarah White
Baylor Medical Center at Irv-

ing in December donated 300
doses of flu vaccine to the Irving
Interfaith Clinic to help with the
inoculation of needy residents in
Irving.

“We are thrilled with this gift,”
said the clinic’s Executive Director
Lilly Juarez. “It will truly help
Irving’s neediest citizens. In fact,
many of our patients would
struggle to pay the $15 to $25 that
it costs to get a flu shot at a local
pharmacy or store.”

Baylor Irving President Cindy
Schamp directed the donation of
vaccines.

“Baylor Medical Center at Irv-
ing is dedicated to improving the
health and wellness of our commu-
nity and is proud to partner with
the Irving Interfaith Clinic to pro-

vide vaccines to help protect those
who may not have been able to af-
ford a flu shot,” Ms. Schamp said.

Irving Healthcare Foundation
(IHF) assisted with coordinating
the donation.

“This type of cooperation be-
tween Irving’s nonprofit healthcare
facilities is just one more reason all
of us can be proud of our commu-
nity. It really does create a healthier
Irving,” John Drake, IHF president,
said.

Irving Interfaith Clinic opened in
2006 to serve Irving residents who
meet standards of financial need.
The clinic is staffed by 20 Irving
physicians and three dentists who
volunteer their time and expertise.
More information about the clinic
is available at www.irvinghealth
care.org.

BaBaBaBaBaylor Irylor Irylor Irylor Irylor Irving donates fluving donates fluving donates fluving donates fluving donates flu
vaccines to Interfaith Clinicvaccines to Interfaith Clinicvaccines to Interfaith Clinicvaccines to Interfaith Clinicvaccines to Interfaith Clinic

Irving ISD is announcing test
dates for individuals no longer en-
rolled in a Texas public school and
who have not previously passed
all sections of the TAKS or TAAS
exit level tests, but have met all other
graduation requirements.

These individuals may retake
the section(s) not mastered on the
following testing dates: March 3 –
TAAS writing, TAKS ELA; March
4 – TAAS and TAKS math; March
5 – TAAS reading, TAKS science;
and March 6 – TAKS social stud-
ies.

Registration packets for out-
of-school students are available at
all IISD high school campuses, Irv-

ing ISD administration building, or
at any regional education service
center. Online registration must be
completed and received in Austin,
Texas, by 5 p.m. Jan. 23. Register
online by accessing
www.TexasAssessment.com.

The designated test site for
IISD is The Academy of Irving ISD,
located at 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd.
in Irving. All examinees must report
to The Academy by 7 a.m. on the
appropriate exam day. In order to
be admitted to the testing site and
take the exams, all examinees must
show a picture ID.

For more information, contact
the Irving ISD at 972-215-5085.

March test dates for
out-of-school individualsWORSHIP
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she said.
An uncertain economy, in-

creased prices and job layoffs have
increased the demand for Irving
Cares’ services.

“Requests for electricity assis-
tance have gone up 65 percent.
Requests for bus passes and gaso-
line vouchers have gone up 22 per-
cent over last year, because gas
was so high at the first of last year.
Now it is a little easier to absorb.
Overall financial assistance, help-
ing people pay rent, utilities, pre-
scriptions or gasoline, has gone up
25 percent. Requests for aid
through the food pantry have in-
creased 23 percent. All of our pro-
grams are seeing a dramatic in-
crease.

“People of lower income lev-
els continue to struggle. When un-
expected things happen, they are
not able to absorb it as quickly,”
Ms. Story said. “When your car
breaks down at a certain income
level, it is much more impactful to
your life than at another income
level. The normal emergencies that
happen in life can be really difficult
to absorb for our client base.

“About 97 percent of the
people, who came to Irving Cares
last year, were low to moderate in-
come. They are going to struggle
to survive anyway, so when extra
stuff happens, it is hard. That is
the big dilemma. How do you get
over it when something unexpected
happens, because you are living
paycheck to paycheck in the first
place?

“Last year we served over
25,000 people, which is 12 percent
of our city’s population. For this
year, we are looking at about a 20
percent increase over last year. Our
fiscal year ends in March, so we
will have more precise numbers
then.

“Another one of our programs
which has increased about 21 per-

cent is employment. People come
to Irving Cares to try to find a job,
to find an additional job or to find a
better job.”

As the holidays are ending,
Irving Cares has plenty of non-
perishible items for its food pantry.
However, an abundance of canned
goods does not mean all of the
pantry’s needs are covered.

“Right now, as we are coming

February from the Boy Scouts’
food drive. We also receive items
from a smaller food drive in May
by the letter carriers. That is the
last of the event type donations that
come in until we hit the holidays
again around November. In the
summer time, we spend, spend,
spend money to keep our inven-
tory up,” Ms. Story said.

“Through the funding streams
we have for utilities, we can help a
lot of people with TXU. Because
TXU has a wonderful Energy Aid
program where people make a gift
to Energy Aid, then TXU Corpora-
tion matches it. TXU Energy is our
second largest single donor.

“Right behind them is Direct
Energy. But those are the only two
energy providers that we have
money to spend for.

“We always need donations of
cash for financial assistance for
rent. We help about 23 families per
month with rental assistance.
People whose unexpected ex-
penses put them behind, not
people who need help paying their
rent because they are not working.
If we paid the rent this month for
people who are not working and
they are still not working next
month, what is going to happen?
The same thing that would have
happened this month. Rental assis-
tance would not solve the problem,
it just postpones it. In our world,
we pay rent for people who can
demonstrate that if we pay the rent
this month, they will be able to take
care of themselves financially next
month. In that program, we decline
about 100 families per month that
meet every guideline and rule we
have, but we just don’t have
enough money. When we pay
someone’s’ rent, it is about $300
toward the rent. We don’t pay the
whole thing, just the portion that
will get them over their crisis.

“In employment, the program
needs job leads. Most of our client
base has limited skill sets. They
have been employed in warehouse
jobs, assembly line work, or more
of a manual labor, clerical or entry
level sort of work. We need leads
so we can refer our people to those
jobs.

“Irving Cares knows that it
can’t do everything for everybody,
so we are not adding programs. We

Continued from page 1

Requests for aid from Irving Cares increases 20 percent
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“Requests for electric-
ity assistance have
gone up 65 percent.
Requests for bus passes
and gasoline vouchers
have gone up 22 per-
cent over last year, be-
cause gas was so high
at the first of last year.
Now it is a little easier
to absorb. Overall fi-
nancial assistance,
helping people pay
rent, utilities, prescrip-
tions or gasoline, has
gone up 25 percent.
Requests for aid
through the food pan-
try have increased 23
percent. All of our pro-
grams are seeing a dra-
matic increase.

items at cost for 400 food pantries
like Irving Cares, they can buy it
better than Irving Cares could if we
went out and tried to negotiate a
purchase. Our cost to buy from the
North Texas Food Bank averages
out to be around 14 cents per
pound. But that is still cash that
Irving Cares has to out lay.

“Our other large expense is
milk. We are able to provide fresh
milk in each of our family orders.
This month the milk bill was $3,000,
because it was a big month. The
milk bill has been averaging about
$2,500.

We have canned goods right
now, but we need people to remem-
ber us in the summer. Because the
donations that come in are very cy-
clical. We receive a ton of food items
during the holidays. Then we re-
ceive a smaller amount of food in

are just expanding the capacity of
the programs we already have. Irv-
ing Cares is here to help people
who are poor and who are trying.
They are trying to make changes
in their lives, and they are trying to
make ends meet. Sometimes they
need a little help. Sometimes they

money they make. That class is
currently held in our conference
room. If we had real, separate class-
room space, it would be more pro-
fessional and create a better expe-
rience for both our client and our
volunteers.

“We also need additional
space for storing food. Having
food stored in the client area, re-
minds people
that they need
food and they are
struggling to pay
for groceries. It is
troublesome. We
would rather
have a client in-
terview room that
didn’t remind
people of their
additional need.

“We would
also like to build
a client lab, a
space where if a
client could not
attend a money
m a n a g e m e n t
class in person,
they could com-
plete the class
on-line. Clients
in the employ-
ment program
would also be
able to print out
their resumes,”

 off of the holidays,
we are incredibly
blessed with food.
Canned goods are
here and they are
everywhere. But we
also need cash to
help pay for the
things that are not
donated. We are a
member agency
with the North
Texas Food Bank.
We pay a process-
ing fee per pound of
food that we get
from them. The larg-
est bulk of their
food comes from
donations. But they
also have relation-
ships with venders
who give them
overages or they
have relationships
where they can pur-
chase items at cost.
When they buy

need a lot of help. Our goal is to
help the ones who are making good
choices,” she said.
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richment courses, con-
tinuing education
courses, and courses of
interest to the community.

“The South Campus
will offer some develop-
mental studies programs,
which help get adults
ready for college by devel-
oping the skill they have
had, but may have forgot-
ten. Through develop-
mental studies students
feel more secure when
they enroll in a college
course. Developmental
studies focus on founda-
tion courses like reading,
writing and math,” Dean
Castilla said.

“Many teachers
have commented about

Send Payment to
P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

ing ISD high schools will benefit
from the new South Campus, ac-
cording to Jack Singley, the Super-
intendent for Irving ISD.

“I am delighted DCCCD has
chosen that part of Irving for the
South Campus. Our community is
fortunate to have a community col-
lege right here in our back yard.
North Lake College is a quality in-
stitution,” Superintendent Singley
said.

“For whatever the reasons are,
a lot of our citizens who live in
south Irving are still unaware of
North Lake College in the northern
part of our community. Conse-
quently, I think the location itself
is going to be beneficial. It will af-
ford people who struggle finan-
cially and in many cases don’t feel
they have the opportunity to do
post high school work a definite
opportunity to study at the college
level. You can go to North Lake or
one of its subsidiaries quite eco-
nomically; it’s just a matter of trans-
portation.

“The South Campus will offer
great opportunities for adults who
want to go to college on a part time
basis. It is my understanding that
the major enrollment at North Lake
is the night classes. That is why
they fill their facility and use most
of the rooms at The Irving ISD
Academy at night. I think the South
Campus will be full at night. It is
not a very large campus. It doesn’t
have many classrooms, but I am
sure they built the most they could
with the bond funds they had. They
did wisely leave room to add on,
and I hope they do that in the fu-
ture. I think the demand will be
there. They may even have a need
to use some of our other second-
ary classrooms at night in the south
part of town, because the new fa-
cility will be too crowded.

“I think the South Campus will
be very dynamic, and it will out-
grow itself the first day of class. It
is a great opportunity for people in
south Irving.

“In particular, I would like to
see the South Campus through its
curriculum offer golden opportuni-
ties for young people to go into
the teaching profession. So many
of our young graduates are bilin-
gual to begin with. That is a ticket
to success in teaching if they want
to go that direction. I hope the
South Campus offers a two year
program of some nature for people
who want to go into teaching.
Those students could go on and
finish their teaching certification at
a nearby four year institution,” he
said.

cutting and open house in April.
That gives us time to move into the
building and make sure all the lights
are working and all the doors can
open. We want everyone to come
and see what a jewel they have in
south Irving.

“The Dallas County Commu-
nity College District has probably
invested $9 million in the entire
property on every thing from clean
up to building and construction.
You add to that whatever the City
has spent on the corridor enhance-
ments. South Irving deserves it.
You want south Irving to be as at-
tractive as any city can be.”

The larger campus will allow
North Lake College to better meet
the community’s needs.

“We have a section of the
building dedicated to workforce
languages, which is ESL type of
classes. There is also a section of
the building dedicated to college
transfer courses where we will of-
fer the basic core curriculum. We
are partnering with the Chamber of
Commerce to provide workforce
training based on the community’s
needs through our workforce de-
velopment center. Additionally, the
campus has two continuing edu-
cation classrooms for cultural en-

It is a wide-open, green space for
students to congregate. The space
is large enough so as we grow, we
can add more buildings if we need
to.

“I expect we are going to be
surprised in the fall of 2009 when
we are fully operational at the num-
ber of students who choose to at-
tend the South Campus. I want that
kind of a problem. I hope we run
out of courses because so many
students want to go to school
here,” he said.

Some of the South Campus’
aesthetic appeal is the result of a
partnership between the City of
Irving and the DCCCD.

“We are excided about the
gateway and corridor enhancement
project that we participated in with
the City. On the corner of our build-
ing, there is artwork the City has
installed as part of the enhance-
ment project they are working on,”
Dean Castilla said.

“The whole area has been re-
developed. We are hoping we can
be the catalyst for more develop-
ment for south Irving. We are be-
ginning to see changes and façade
enhancement on some of the build-
ings as a result of us being there.

“We are planning on a ribbon

“We have a huge student ser-
vices suite at the entrance. When
individuals walk in, there is a re-
ception area right there.

“The building is two stories.
We have a library and resource cen-
ter on the second floor. The library
will have state of the art comput-
ers, so students can use comput-
ers to do research. As opposed to
have row after row of books in the
library, we are going to have a com-
bination of books and computers.
The computers are the direction
that libraries are going now for stu-
dents to do the type of research
they are required to do. Books will
complement students’ research for
course work.

“There is WiFi access
throughout, so students sitting in
the building can open their laptops
and work from any location in the
building. There are three computer
labs with state of the art comput-
ers. All of our classrooms are smart
classrooms with computer assisted
instruction. It is a state of the art
building.

“We have landscaped the
whole area with lighting, trees and
sod. If you look at the back of the
building, there is a huge green belt.

the excitement of the students at
Nimitz High School who are look-
ing forward to enrolling at the
South Campus. Our staff is work-
ing with high school counselors to
identify courses the students will
be looking for. The counselors are
also helping us find out how we
can be a bridge to help take them
from high school into college by
designing a curriculum that meets
their needs.

“We need to strike a balance
between ESL, workforce lan-
guages, and college transfer
courses. Both are in demand. The
building is sectioned so that we can
accommodate both of those needs
in our community. One is not there
at the exclusion of the other. They
are there to compliment each other.

“Through the workforce lan-
guages program, we work to pre-
pare those students to enter the
college level courses. Teachers will
focus on preparing students tak-
ing the college level courses to go
forward to continue their education
at a four year school.”

In addition to expanding
classes, the new facility will allow
the college to offer new programs
and partnerships with other com-
munity groups interested in edu-
cation.

“The new campus will have an
entrepreneurial center, which will
work with individuals who have an
interest in growing and building
their own business. That center
also involves a partnership with the
Irving Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce. They also have an in-
terest in entrepreneurial education
and small business development.

“Our staff is working with the
Irving Independent School District
on a teacher academy. The South
Campus will be offering teacher
training in partnership with the Irv-
ing ISD. The idea is to encourage
more young people to consider
teaching as a career.

“The South Campus will also
have a program called Spanish for
Spanish speaking professionals.
This program will help people who
speak Spanish but have never stud-
ied reading or writing Spanish. This
course will focus on showing stu-
dents the career opportunities that
exist for bilingual individuals. Es-
sentially, it will be a professional
development program for Spanish
speakers. The school has received
a lot of requests from businesses
for this type of program, because
they are looking for bilingual per-
sonnel,” Dean Castilla said.

Adults living in the south part
of Irving and graduates from Irv-

Continued from page 1
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Boxed materials moved to the South
Campus are some of the first signs of the
staff’s transition to the new building.
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Average weekday bus rider-
ship in November is the highest in
November since 2000 when DART
recorded 166,046 average weekday
riders. DART Rail and the Trinity
Railway Express (TRE) commuter
rail both posted gains in total and
average weekday ridership. Aver-
age weekday DART Rail ridership
ranks fourth all time behind Au-
gust, September and October 2008;
and the TRE’s average weekday
ridership ranks fifth all time.
DART’s HOV lanes were up more
than 36% in both average weekday
and total ridership.

The table below compares No-
vember 2008 (which had two fewer
work days in it) with November
2007.
Bus
Average weekday = 161,327 (2.7%
increase)
Total = 3,558,966 (2.4% decrease)
DART Rail
Average weekday = 70,690 (13.9%
increase)
Total = 1,571,399 (2.3% increase)
Trinity Railway Express
Average weekday = 10,567 (12.8%
increase)
Total = 214,325 (5% increase)
HOV
Average weekday = 158,583
(37.42% increase)
Total = 4,197,850 (36.5% increase)

Provided by Alan Van Zelfden
RBC Life Sciences recently an-

nounced it elected current presi-
dent, John W. Price, to CEO effec-
tive Jan. 1. Company founder,
Clinton Howard, who had served
as CEO, will remain as chairman of
the board of directors.

The promotion comes at a time
when RBC Life Sciences, a provider
of nutritional supplements, wound

Provided by Annie Wood
ACE Cash Express, Inc. re-

cently announced a donation of
$943,874 to the March of Dimes
Foundation in support of programs
to improve the health of all babies.

ACE’s “Give a Little” cam-
paign raised a record-setting
amount for the company, a more
than $400,000 increase from the pre-
vious year. ACE customers were
asked to make a donation to sup-
port healthy babies and the result
was extraordinary.  \

“We are honored to support a
worthy organization such as the
March of Dimes. This year’s “Give
a Little” campaign enabled ACE to
donate the largest one-time contri-
bution ACE has ever made to a non-
profit organization,” said ACE
President and CEO, Jay Shipowitz.
“The generosity of our associates
and customers is what fuels this
campaign, and is a true testament
to ACE’s commitment to give back
to the communities where we do
business.”

Through the ACE Community
Fund, ACE’s corporate giving pro-
gram, ACE has donated more than
$2 million to the March of Dimes,
while also contributing to other
national charitable organizations
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care and pain management prod-
ucts, is growing domestically and
internationally. The company’s
third quarter net sales and earnings
both increased 26 percent over the
same period last year.

“John possesses the perfect
skill set to take RBC Life Sciences
to the next level,” said Mr. Howard,
who founded the company in 1991.
“He has the vision, leadership and

focus needed to pilot a multina-
tional company to the forefront of
its industry.”

A retired U.S. naval com-
mander, Price was named president
of RBC Life Sciences in December
2007. He will retain the position of
president after being promoted to
CEO Jan. 1. Prior to joining the com-
pany, he served as a senior execu-
tive for two major companies that

market nutritional supplements
domestically and internationally.
Price also led a successful manage-
ment consulting company and
spent 17 years as a senior officer
of pharmaceutical giant Eli Lilly.

“It’s an exciting time for RBC
Life Sciences,” said Price. “We’re
redoubling our efforts to grow our
North American market while un-
dertaking aggressive international
expansion. We have a healthy bal-
ance sheet driven by sales of nu-
tritional supplements and medical
device products that are backed by
science and are receiving increas-
ing accolades within their indus-

tries.”
Mr. Howard’s career mile-

stones include serving as found-
ing president of the hospital now
named Baylor Medical Center at
Irving, creating the nation’s first
network of clinical laboratories in
the 1960s and founding RBC Life
 Sciences.

“It’s been a humbling jour-
ney,” Mr. Howard said. “An impe-
tus for much of what I’ve tried to
accomplish in my personal and
business life follows the adage: ‘It
doesn’t have to be this way.’ You
don’t have to settle for status quo
when it comes to helping others.”

RBC Life Sciences names new CEO - John W. Price

including the American Red Cross
and Junior Achievement.

“ACE employees and custom-
ers deserve our deepest thanks for
efforts to give every baby a healthy
start in life,” said Dr. Jennifer L.
Howse, president of the March of

ACE Cash Express makes
donation to March of Dimes

Provided by Ryan Sanders
An Irving-based marketing

firm recently announced a new
name and new identity. Reach Mar-
keting, LLC – formerly Ichthus Cre-
ative Guild – will use a new logo
and company name to deliver the
same client-centric service that
helped it to reach its third year
ahead of projected growth.

Reach employs its consulting,
planning, writing and design skills
to help clients reach sales and com-
munications goals and to reach out
to people in need. Reach has re-
cently added new staff to accom-
modate its growth and prepare for
2009.

Reach has also been nomi-
nated to participate in the U.S.

Reach Marketing
unveils name

Chamber of Commerce Small Busi-
ness of the Year process by the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce.

A portion of every fee Reach
collects goes to help someone in
need. In 2008, Reach and its clients
helped provide a well for a village
in Sudan through an organization
called Water Is Basic. Before Wa-
ter Is Basic, one in eight children in
Southern Sudan died before the age
of five due to water-related
illnesses. To date, Water Is Basic
has drilled 13 wells. 

Please visit www.WaterIsBas
ic.com for more information and to
sign up for free text alerts each time
a new well is dug. DART ridership

continues growth
Provided by Morgan Lyons

Gas prices kept falling, and
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART)
ridership kept rising last month.

Dimes. “We’re grateful to ACE
Cash Express and its associates for
their support, which is enabling us
to fund new research and commu-
nity-based programs so more fami-
lies can experience the joy of hav-
ing a healthy baby.”

Helping babies stay healthy, ACE’s CEO Jay Shipowitz presents
Paula Ransom, March of Dimes State Director, with a donation.
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Gladys Mae Gresham
Gladys Mae
Gresham, age
88, of Irving,
passed away
December 28,
2008 after a long
illness. She was
born on Septem-

ber 16, 1920 in Wills Point to Cary
Arthur and Lou Della Wilson.
Gladys was a long time resident of
Irving and a member of Oak View
Baptist Church. She is preceded in
death by her husband Leon E.
Gresham, son Larry Keith Gresham,
6 brothers and sisters, and her par-
ents. She is survived by her daugh-
ter Becky Parker and son-in-law
Jack Parker of Bastrop; 3 grand-
daughters, Michelle Parker of Irv-
ing, Amy Waldrop of Montgomery,
Texas, and Tonya Wyatt of Irving;

6 great grandchildren; and a host
of nieces and nephews. Funeral
services were held at 2 PM Satur-
day, January 3, 2009 at Oak View
Baptist Church in Irving with Rev.
Wallace Philpot officiating. Inter-
ment followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens. Arrangements
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

Paul Frank Murray
Paul Frank Murray, 85, passed away

on January 01,
2009 in Irving,
TX. He was
born on July 30,
1923 in Dallas,
TX to Frank &
B e l l e
M u r r a y.  M r.

Murray had been a resident of Irv-
ing since 1939, he was a 1942

graduate of Irving High School, a
veteran of the US Navy serving in
World War II and a founding mem-
ber of Irving Bible Church.

Mr. Murray and his wife, Phylis
owned Photography by Murray in
Irving for many years, he was Past
President of Dallas Professional
Photography Assoc., a member of
Texas PPA, Southwestern PPA, re-
ceived a Master’s in Photography
in 1990, the National Award Recipi-
ent of Professional Service and a
National Merit Scholar.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Phylis, son, Waynen
Everett Murray and great grand-
daughter, Emma Marie Davidson.

He is survived by his Daugh-
ter & Son-In-Law, Carolyn & David
Peterson of Kaufman, TX, Sons &
Daughters-In-Laws, James &
Donna Murray of Keller, TX, John
& Marilyn Murray of Euless, TX,
Five Grandchildren, Seven Great
Grandchildren and Brother, Jack
Murray of Euless, TX and Best
Friend, Hang-Le Switser of
Carrollton, TX.

Funeral services will be held
on Tuesday, January 06, 2009 at
Irving Bible Church. Interment fol-
lowing at Bear Creek Cemetery in
Euless, TX. Funeral arrangements
conducted under the direction of
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.

Rev. Wheeles
Henry Sutton, Jr. “Buck”

Rev. Wheeles Henry Sutton, Jr.
“Buck”  long term residents of Irv-
ing and Winnsboro, Texas, passed
away at home Saturday Jan. 3, 2009
at Approximately 5:30 A.M.

Born to Wheeles H. Sutton, Sr.
and Marie Rachel Hobbs on May
4, 1926, which are preceded in
death.

Also preceded in death by his
wife of 35yrs, Edith Marie Ledbetter
Sutton of Irving, TX Son Bobby
Wood of Laurel, MS Grandson
Jacob Alan Lindsey of Winnsboro,
TX.

Survived by his wife of 24 Yrs,
Manila Wood Sutton of
Winnsboro, TX One Brother Elbert
Sutton and Wife Bonita of Mineola,
TX One Sister Rachel Lorene
Ledbetter and Husband Lavon of
Irving, TX

Five Sons: David Eugene
Sutton of Irving, TX, Roger Dale
Sutton and His Wife Becky of Or-
ange, TX, Michael Wood of
Gatesville, TX, George Wood and
his Wife Audrey of Irving, TX,
Ronnie Wood and his Wife Jenni-
fer of West Orange, TX.

Three Daughters: Charlotte
Davis and her Husband Jim of

Winnsboro, TX, Laura Lindsey and
Her Husband David of Winnsboro,
TX, Pat Frey and Her Husband
Paul of Quitman, TX.
Eighteen Grand Children, Twenty-
six Great Grand Children, Lots of
Nieces and Nephews

Papa Sutton retired from
Vought Aircraft = LTV, where he
worked in manufacturing. He
worked there for Approximately 20+
years. After Retiring, he moved to
the country, where he enjoyed
farming his land, when he wasn’t
gone fishing. He also enjoyed re-
storing his 1964 Chevy El Camino.
He loved going to Church and lis-
tening to some good preaching
and good ole gospel singing. He
was a member at East Point Baptist
Church. Being an ordained li-
censed Minister he could preach.
Which he did every chance he got!
He loved all his family and friends,
which will miss him very much!

Billy Joe Johnson
Billy Joe Johnson, of Irving,
passed away Tuesday, January 6,
2009. He was born July 25, 1954 in
Midland.  Preceded in death by his
grandson, Zackery Williams, sur-
vivors include his daughters Nettie
McCorkle and Tommy, Christy Wil-
liams and husband Brad, and
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By Jason Alderman
As college costs have esca-

lated in recent years, students in-
creasingly depend on their parents
to help foot the bill: Nearly a quar-
ter of those who attended college
in the past five years cited their
parents as the primary source of
funding for tuition and room and
board, trailed by government
grants and government-backed
loans (15 percent and 14 percent,
respectively), according to a recent
consumer survey conducted by
Visa Inc.

If you anticipate needing help
to finance your child’s college edu-
cation, it’s best to start investigat-
ing your options right away:

The first thing you’ll need to
do is to complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) form, which is required by
virtually all colleges, universities
and career schools for federal stu-
dent aid, as well as for most aid from
states and individual colleges. Get
a FAFSA from your child’s school’s

guidance counselor or financial aid
office, by going to
www.fafsa.ed.gov, or by calling 1-
800-4-FED-AID.

Note that although the FAFSA
filing deadline for federal loans for
the 2008–2009 school year is June
30, 2009, many state and school
deadlines are much earlier. Plus,
you may be required to complete
additional forms.

Several types of student loans
are available, including:

Campus-based aid. The Fed-
eral Supplemental Education Op-
portunity Grant (FSEOG), Federal
Work-Study (FWS) and Federal
Perkins Loan programs are govern-
ment-funded and provided to stu-
dents having the greatest eco-
nomic need. Individual colleges
administer some or all of these pro-
grams themselves. Filing deadlines
are usually earlier than for an
FAFSA.

Subsidized Stafford loans are
low-interest, needs-based loans
where the federal government pays

the yearly interest while students
are in school. They have no loan
origination fee.

Unsubsidized Stafford loans
are not based on financial need.
Students are responsible for inter-
est that accrues while enrolled in
school. They have no origination
fee.

Banks and other financial in-
stitutions offer private student
loans. They aren’t guaranteed or
subsidized by the government and
typically carry higher interest rates
than government loans, although
you can borrow greater amounts.
Details and rates vary widely.

College-sponsored loans are
offered by some colleges. Interest
rates may be lower than federal stu-
dent loans. Check each college’s
aid materials to see if they are avail-
able.

Federal PLUS (Parent Loan for
Undergraduate Students) loans let
parents borrow for their children’s
college expenses. Interest rates are
fixed – although higher than stu-

dent loans – and there is a loan
origination fee.

Private parent loans are offered
by banks and other financial insti-
tutions, usually at higher interest
rates than PLUS loans. They may
also have a loan origination fee.

Some colleges also offer their
own loans to parents, usually at
rates below PLUS loans. Check
each college’s aid materials to see
if they’re available.

If college is still a ways off for
your children, here are two tax-
advantaged savings plans you can
investigate:

529 Qualified State Tuition
plans, where you save money for

education expenses but don’t pay
federal (and in many cases, state)
income tax on interest earned. Go
to the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (www.sec.gov/inves-
tor/pubs/intro529.htm) or
www.Savingforcollege.com to learn
how 529 Plans work.

Coverdell Education Savings
Accounts are another way to save
money for education where the
earnings will grow tax-free until
withdrawn. Check out the IRS Web
site, (www.irs.gov/taxtopics/
tc310.html), for more information.

Start your college financing
homework now – this is one test
you don’t want to take unprepared.

Police Department staff at-
tended an informational session
presented by the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission (TABC) on
pertinent laws that relate to the sell-
ing of beer and wine in Irving.

Start your college loan search early

TABC Agent Joe Garcia provided
information to the attendees on
possible pitfalls or mistakes that
other cities in the area have experi-
enced when beer and wine sales
were approved in their cities.

PPPPPolice staff attend Tolice staff attend Tolice staff attend Tolice staff attend Tolice staff attend TABC TABC TABC TABC TABC Trainingrainingrainingrainingraining



OBITUARIES

214-675-6493The Irving Rambler January 10, 2009 Page 9

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Tammy Warfield and husband
Randy; sons David McCorkle and
Billy Chappell; brother Bobby
Johnson and wife Brenda; 5 grand-
children; and best friend Richard
Brown.  Funeral services will be
held at 2 PM Friday, January 9, 2009
at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
Chapel.  Interment will follow at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

Tommie Holloway, Jr.
Tommie Holloway, Jr., age 76,

resident of Irving, died Sunday,
January 4, 2009 at Baylor Medical
Center at Irving.  Born October 21,
1932 in Dallas to Tom Malone
Holloway, Sr. and Kathryn Key
Holloway. Tommy is survived by
his loving wife of 26 years, Betty,
of Irving.

Lynn Champion
Lynn Champion,
age 59, a de-
voted wife and
loving mother,
went to be with
the Lord at 2:50
p.m. Friday,

January 2, 2009 after a courageous
battle with cancer. A resident of Fort
Worth since 1978, she was born No-
vember 8, 1949 at Jacksonville,
Texas to Joe Casey and Eva
Blanche Otts Pagitt. She married
Ron Champion January 6, 1978 in
Dallas. Lynn loved the Lord with
all her heart and loved life and ani-
mals. She is survived by her hus-
band Ron and children Casey Trent
Champion and Ashleigh Nacoe
Champion, all of Fort Worth; sis-
ters, Peggy Nell Blakeney of
Duncanville, Betty Jo Scott of Mes-
quite, Sandra Jane Wright of Irv-
ing and Sharon Clopton of Arling-
ton; brothers James Leslie Pagitt
of Edgewood and Ricky Vincent
Pagitt of Grand Prairie; and her
mother-in-law, Juanita Champion of

Irving.  Funeral services were held
1:30 p.m. Tuesday at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel with
Pastors Gary and Joquetta Gallo-
way officiating. Burial followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving. Friends were received by
the family at the funeral home 7:00
– 9:00 p.m. on Monday.

Darcille Webb Blevins
Darcille Webb
Blevins went to
be with the Lord,
Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2009, 25
days short of her
85th birthday.
Born & raised in

northern Arkansas, she moved to
Texas after WWII & lived in Irving
since 1956. She was a beautiful
Christian wife & mother and an ac-
tive member of First Baptist Church,
Irving. She was also involved in
Christian Women’s Club,
Engineer’s Wives’ Club & Irving
Book Review.

Darcille is survived by her
husband of 3 years, 10 months,
Hollis Dean, children Pamela (Kirk)
Karnes of Ft. Worth, Patricia (John)
Dollgener of Cleburne & grand-
children, Stacy (Jason) Penland,
Chad Dollgener, Blake Dollgener,
Caitlin Starr, & Ryan Karnes. She

loved 7 great grandchildren. Also
surviving are her sister Kay Webb
of Crandall & sister-in-law, Mildred
Watson of Dumas, AR, & numer-
ous nieces & nephews.

Darcille was preceded in death
by her husband of 56 years, 9
months, Kenneth Blevins, infant
daughter, Connie Lynn Blevins,
parents, Bob & Cecil Webb, &
brothers R.C. and Ray Webb.

Visitation was Thursday, Janu-
ary 8, 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home,
Irving. Services will be Friday, Janu-
ary 9, 2009 at 11:30 am, First Bap-
tist Church, Irving.  Burial will be at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving.

Truman Edward McCullough
Truman Edward
McCul lough,
also known as
‘Mac’ and ‘Mr.
T’., passed
away on Janu-
ary 07, 2009 in
Maryville, TN.
He was born on

June 17, 1931 in Dallas, TX to Cecil
& Trula McCullough.

He was the beloved father of
Sherry Renee McCullough and
Pamela Ann McCullough, brother
to Nancy Jane McCullough, grand-

father to Daniel Todd Charpentier
and Samuel Adam McCullough and
great-grandfather to Delilah
Charpentier. Truman served his
country honorably for over twenty
years in the Air Force before retir-
ing. After his retirement he worked
for the US Post Office for another-
 ten.

Truman loved life and lived it
to the fullest. He traveled exten-
sively with the military and also
with dancing events throughout
the United States. Dancing was a
huge part of Truman’s life and this
is evident by the awards he won:
The Robert Perez award, the Liv-
ing Legend Award and his induc-
tion into the Hall of Fame. He was
known for his gardening skills and
love of friends. He was quick with
a smile and a kind word. It was noth-

ing for him to hop in his truck and
go visit family and friends at a
moment’s notice. He always volun-
teered his time within different or-
ganizations such as the diabetes
clinic at Baylor Hospital and being
involved with First Baptist Church
of Irving and its restoration. What
Truman will be remembered for the
most is being a friend to all. He
never met a stranger and welcomed
all into his life. Truman made you a
better person for knowing him. He
will be sorely missed all over the
world.

Services will be held January
16, 2009 at Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home, located at 1225 E. Irving
Blvd., Irving, TX 75060 at 1:00 p.m.,
with placement of his ashes at the
National Cemetery at 2:30 pm, Lane
& Shelter A.

Provided by Jill Stephens
Amateur sleuths can look

forward to a thrilling evening
searching for clues to Sherlock’s
Last Case when ICT presents
Charles Marowitz’s celebrated
comedy-mystery Jan. 16
through 31, at the Dupree The-
ater in Irving.

The adventures of Sherlock
Holmes continue in Marowitz’s
addition to the famous detective
series by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
that has thrilled readers and au-

Sherlock’s Last Case is
a first-rate thriller

diences around the world. 
In Sherlock’s Last Case, the

world’s greatest and most be-
loved detective is warned by Liza,
daughter of Holmes’ late archen-
emy Professor Moriarty, about a
plot to kill him. Filled with hu-
mor and clever plot twists, audi-
ences will be kept guessing about
who is the culprit and who is the
imposter.

Ticket information and res-
ervations can be obtained by call-
ing 972-252-2787 or going on-
line at www.irvingtheatre.org.
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES

* FULLY RESTRICTED

# BRIDE WARS    PG
12:30    1:05    2:45    4:15

5:20    7:00    7:35    9:15    9:55

* GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    7:05    9:45

#UNBORN    PG13
12:45    3:05    5:30    7:45

10:05

THE READER    R
1:30    4:25    7:25    10:15

BEDTIME STORIES    PG
1:55    4:30    6:55    9:25

VALKYRIE    PG13
1:35    4:25    7:20    10:10

MARLY AND ME    PG
12:55    1:40    3:50    4:45
6:40    7:20    9:20    10:00

THE CURIOUS CASE OF
BENJIMON BUTTON    PG13

1:00    4:00    5:15    7:35
9:00

YES MAN    PG13
1:25    3:45    6:35    9:05

SEVEN POUNDS    PG13
1:20    4:20    7:15    10:05

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com Mungles

on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Bride Wars
Rated: PG

Hollywood. They always try
and shed the darkest light on inno-
cence and human nature. In the
new comedy Bride Wars they ac-
tually want us to think that two best
girl friends who just happen to
have their perfect wedding sched-
uled on the same day would allow
something so trivial to destroy a
lifelong friendship. Like women are
that jealous and competitive with
each other. Next they will try and
convince us that a guy would lie
about a coworker to get ahead in
business. Sheesh.

As a wedding film this one has

more old and borrowed than new
and blue. Liv (Kate Hudson) and
Emma (Anne Hathaway) grew up
with one event in mind. Their wed-
ding. When one slight scheduling
error brings out their hidden de-
mons they have to come to terms
with their own flaws and discover
who they actually are. That basic
story line is slightly unique, but the
Bridezilla antics are nothing surpris-
ing. Plus the whole wedding genre
is tired in film and this offers little
to revive it. If you have seen even
one trailer, you get the majority of
direction and outcome. I know you
ladies have a competitive streak,
but I didn’t buy into this film even
remotely.

More old and borrowed
than new and blue

The main problem I had; I
could not believe Anne Hathaway
and Kate Hudson as life long
friends. For one, Hudson is such
an old soul to me. I was truly
shocked when I discovered that
Kate is only three years older than
Anne. Maybe it is their past roles
or their on screen charisma, but it
was like watching Princess Diaries
hanging out with Penny Lane. I
couldn’t get past it. Also there was
no on-screen chemistry whatso-
ever. That is not blaming either ac-
tress. They both did fine in their
roles but the relationship seemed
forced when they were together on
screen.

To be fair I made myself listen
to the crowd during this film. The
screening was full of brides to be,
and they seemed to genuinely like
the movie and laughed at all the
right parts. So possibly this film is
not for the romantic comedy lov-
ers, which I am, but more a girls
night out film. It is the sort of movie
girls will watch and swear never to
do to each other. Until of course
their wedding falls on the same day.
I give Bride Wars 2 out of 5 tiny
grooms. It’s like a tux. Rent it. Use
it. Take it back.

School Board Recognition Month
January 2009 is School Board

Recognition Month in Texas. Irv-
ing ISD students, staff and com-
munity members are honoring
school trustees who volunteer
countless hours each year to en-
sure quality education for Irving’s
children.

As citizen leaders, they face
complex and demanding challenges
in providing effective public
schools. This annual recognition
is a way of saying “thank you” to
the trustees.

During 2008, IISD Board of
Trustees and Superintendent
worked with other staff members
and volunteers to update the dis-
trict vision and mission statements
and refine major goals.

Significant district accomplish-
ments include:

Nine IISD schools – Barton El-
ementary School, Brandenburg El-
ementary School, Brown Elemen-
tary School, Gilbert Elementary
School, Good Elementary School,
John Haley Elementary School,
Hanes Elementary School, Keyes
Elementary School, and Lamar
Middle School – have achieved the
Recognized rating for this school
year.

Twenty-six IISD schools
earned 66 Gold Performance
acknowledgements from the Texas
Education Agency during 2007-
2008. IISD also received a district-
level acknowledgement, com-
mended in social studies.

Advanced Placement test re-
sults indicate 691 IISD students
earned scores of 3, 4 or 5 and 107
students were recognized as AP
Scholars during 2007-2008.

Graduating seniors in the Class
of 2008 earned approximately $31
million in scholarship offers.

Approximately 33,000 IISD
students are receiving a well-
planned education in a safe and
secure school environment.

More than 2,300 IISD teachers are
giving students from all cultural,
economic and educational back-
grounds a myriad of opportunities
to experience the thrill of achieve-
ment.

Graduates in the Class of 2008 com-
pleted almost 78,000 hours of com-
munity service.

The IISD website, located at
www.irvingisd.net, continues to
receive state and national honors
for its design and content.

Provided by Mary Parker
The University of Dallas (UD)

has been awarded a $31,000 grant
by the Carl B. and Florence E. King
Foundation to provide support for
the Prison Entrepreneurship Pro-
gram (PEP). The Graduate School
of Management offers an elective
course that involves UD students
working with PEP prisoner partici-

pants through an innovative En-
trepreneurial School (eSchool) to
develop skills, attitudes and work
ethic to engage in economically
gainful legal activities and not re-
turn to crime. In addition to the
eSchool program, during the
course UD students provide both
distance and on-site mentoring to
PEP participants at the Cleveland

Prison Unit.
The Foundations’ gift will

support student and faculty travel
to the Cleveland Prison unit for
personal mentoring with inmates
and the University’s on-campus
eSchool for former inmates return-
ing to the Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex where continuing edu-
cation, training and mentoring is
provided.

“We are extremely grateful to

the King Foundation for their gen-
erous support of the PEP program,”
said John Watters, director of the
Center for Entrepreneurship at the
University of Dallas. “Their gift will
have a lasting impact on the pris-
oners served through the pro-
gram.”

The Prison Entrepreneurship
Program (PEP) is designed to help
incarcerated men with less than
one year remaining on their prison

term create a detailed business plan.
The program engages the nation’s
top business and academic talent
to stimulate positive life transfor-
mation for executives and inmates
by creating high-impact service op-
portunities. The program is de-
signed to redirect inmates’ talents
by equipping them with values-
based entrepreneurial training, en-
abling them to productively re-en-
ter society.

Read the
newspaper online
www.irwww.irwww.irwww.irwww.irvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.com

University of Dallas awarded grant from King Foundation
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Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

1/2 off registration with this ad

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

1/2 off registration with this ad

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

DRIVERS WANTED

NEW REGIONAL
FREIGHT

• .33 - .38 cents per mile
• Owner-ops welcome
• Lease/purchase 2004-
2005 Freightliners
• Home most every week
• Major medical available
• Local orientation/dispatch
With us, you’re a name, not
a number! Class-A CDL
req.

  888-202-3569
Ext. 114

Nights & weekends:
501-240-7348 or

501-247-7511
Freight Systems, Inc

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

MOBILE HOME
FOR RENT

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLE

ITEMS
FOR SALE

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

MOB Homes for rent
2+3 BR> Lot+water

included-deposit+
REF Reqd.

972-986-7100

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

foster homes, allowing cash dona-
tions to be funneled towards vet-
erinary bills or other shelter opera-
tions costs.

The number of pets in rescues
is at an all time high, as the strug-
gling economy forced many fami-

lies to surrender pets they can no
longer care for. Some families in
desperate situations have even re-
sorted to leaving their pets behind
in foreclosed homes.

“As a no-kill shelter, we don’t
receive any state or federal fund-

Super Bowl of Giving to support pet rescue
Provided by Marcy Murray

The DFW Humane Society is
holding a supplies donation drive
from now through Super Bowl Sun-
day to support pet rescue efforts.
Supply donations support the on-
going care of pets in the shelter or

ing — we depend solely on caring
people for our survival,” said Sa-
rah Kammerer, DFW Humane Soci-
ety shelter director. “When times
are tough and difficult choices
must be made, pets are often left
out. By donating supplies to the
DFW Humane Society during the
Super Bowl of Giving, as well as
throughout the year, you can help
ensure that displaced pets are kept
safe and healthy until they find
their new forever home.”

A supplies wish list is avail-
able at www.dfwhumane.com. The
DFW Humane Society partnered

with Pete and Mac’s Recreational
Resort for Pets, 6150 Riverside
Drive in Irving, as a drop off loca-
tion for donations.

The DFW Humane Society is
a 501 (3) charitable corporation, op-
erating in the Dallas/Ft. Worth
Metroplex area for over 40 years.
DFW Humane Society’s mission is
to giving homeless and unwanted
pets a second chance in life
through adoption. The goal for 2009
is to place over 1800 pets in loving
homes. For more information, con-
tact the DFW Humane Society at
972-253-3333.

Crockett Middle School reinforced its Character Counts program les-
sons Dec. 15-19 by conducting a food drive that raised more than 7,000
food items and with the help of State Farm and Wal-Mart, also raised
$400 to donate to a community organization.

Crockett Cares

Half of the Irving Fire Depart-
ment staff is obtaining physical
assessments. The in-depth assess-
ment includes stress, blood cho-
lesterol, hearing and other function
tests designed to detect potential
medical problems. This program, in
conjunction with the Electron
Beam Tomagraphy tests, is part of
the Fire Department’s two-year
program to assure that Irving main-
tains healthy firefighters.  

Speakers needed for
high school career days

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce will spon-
sor the 14th Annual Business Ex-
change Days Jan. 29-30 for the ben-
efit of Irving ISD high school jun-

iors and seniors.
IISD teachers have requested

more than 160 business profession-
als to make presentations related
to topics in their respective

careers. The event will be held on
the following dates:

Jan. 29 at Irving, Nimitz and
MacArthur High Schools, Union
Bower Center for Learning and The
Academy of Irving ISD.

Jan. 30 at The Academy of Irv-
ing ISD.

This popular event gives stu-
dents the opportunity to hear from
local business professionals about
various careers. Teachers are re-
questing professionals to speak re-
garding highly specialized topics,
and some opportunities to present
are still available.

For more information about
the specific classes, contact
Thelma Cantu at
tcantu@irvingisd.net, or 972-215-
5017.

PhPhPhPhPhysicalysicalysicalysicalysical
AssessmentsAssessmentsAssessmentsAssessmentsAssessments


