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Make sure your notices are placed in a newspaper
where people will actually see them
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has no hope, it will have no hope.
So you have to be very careful
about what you say, because you
will create your universe through
the words you speak.

“We will have no limiting be-
liefs. We will be cautious about
what we say. And we will declare
our future optimistic and positive,
and we will have it be so.”

The Mayor’s address touched
on a number of activities taking
place across the city. Development
and redevelopment projects, ongo-
ing efforts to ensure the city’s fu-
ture water supply, and praise for
the diligence of city employees and

departments were among the top-
ics discussed. Throughout the
evening, Mayor Gears paused to
allow his comments to be punctu-
ated by videos featuring various
city departments working to better
the city.

One of the subjects Mayor
Gears touched on was his recent
YouTube.com message to Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama.

“I have been hearing about
this stimulus package for cities, and
how cities can save the nation, and
all of this rhetoric. So we decided
we need to get engaged, we need
to get involved. If you are going to

talk about what cities are going to
do, we need to be front and center,
because we are in the top one per-
cent in cities in size in the United
States of America. We need to be
at the table,” Mayor Gears said.

“So we thought of different
ways to get our message out. We
have great projects. We are creat-
ing jobs. Obama is talking about
job creation and projects ready to
go. You’re talking about Irving, TX.
We are a job creating machine. We
have projects ready to go all over
town. When we heard this, we said
we need to get our message to them
and let them know who we are.

“How do you do that? I don’t
know.

“However, I know how Presi-
dent-elect Obama communicates to
me and that is through YouTube

Positive words comprise
State of the City Address

sign in the city of Irving with the
new code. That is fine. We have
more insurance than that anyway.
But who is going to enforce it?
Who is going to stop the guy work-

New ordinance is a sign of the times
the previous sign code. It existed
because of no code enforcement
of the previous sign code.”

Mr. Youngblood used a pro-
spective customer of his as an ex-
ample. The customer refused to pay
the City for permits prior to install-
ing three signs on his business.
Because Mr. Youngblood required
the permits before his company in-
stalled the signs, the two did not
do business together. The prospec-
tive customer now has three signs
hanging outside his business.

“I am confident no permits
were pulled. I am also confident that
a non-city licensed contractor in-
stalled them. Because a licensed
contractor in the city would not
have put those signs up without
pulling permits. They know the law.
We have rogue sign companies out
there installing signs that have no
regard to the City Code. We have
signs going up all over the place
without permitting.

“Why should I be a licensed
sign installer? Why should I bother
getting my contractor license with
the City? How do you stop compa-
nies that are not licensed contrac-
tors from installing signs in the
city?

“There is now a surety bond
required. I also must have a $3 mil-
lion insurance policy to install a

By Jess Paniszczyn
The City Council recently

passed a new sign ordinance.
Among other restrictions, the or-
dinance will eliminate all banner
signs by August 2009, and all neon
signs in the front of buildings with
the exception of ‘open’ signs.

While the new ordinance will
affect a wide range of businesses,
the businesses most affected are
those directly involved in manufac-
turing and installing signs.

“In general, my first reaction
is to agree that the ordinance is an
attempt to clean up the visual clut-
ter that the city is known for.
Around the area, we are known as
the ugly, blight infested, check
cashing center of the Metroplex,”
said Jeff Youngblood, owner of
Fast Signs Irving / Las Colinas. “I
am all for cleaning up and the in-
tent behind this document.

“In general, the City Code as
it existed before this document, was
a very well written, well controlled
sign ordinance. I know quite a few
of the surrounding cities codes
very well, and the Irving code was
about as comprehensive and re-
strictive as it needed to be as well
as sensible and business friendly.

“The blight and visual clutter
addressed by this new ordinance
existed in this city not because of

By Jess Paniszczyn
More than 670 people braved

the coldest night of the year to at-
tend the State of the City Address
hosted by the Greater Irving/Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce at
The Stadium Club of Texas Stadium
on Jan. 15. Mayor Herbert Gears’
fourth such address served as the
City of Irving’s final official event
at Texas Stadium.

As he began his address,
Mayor Gears quoted John 1:1 and
spoke about the power of words.

“If we say our city is in de-
cline, it will be in decline,” Mayor
Gears said. “If we say my future

ing out of his garage from coming
over with a ladder and installing a
sign on the front of a building with-

Celebrating a big day

Surrounded by flowers and friends, Emily Yeandle celebrates her
101st birthday on Jan. 12.

See IRVING’S, Page 3

See ORDINANCE, Page 7

Mayor Gears gives State of the
City Address at Texas Stadium.
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972.790.3223
Serving Irving since 1977

Concrete work, gravel drives,
pave stone, drainage corrections

A-1 Tractor Service
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Investigation of Bur-
glary Arrests: 01-08-
09 at 11:04 a.m.  A citi-
zen reported two sus-
picious males at-

tempting to gain entry into a se-
cure area of the Cabochon Apart-
ments in the 600 block of E. Las
Colinas Blvd. The responding of-

ficer located the two suspects walk-
ing in the area of Las Colinas Blvd.
and Riverside Dr. A consent search
yielded marijuana from one of the
suspects. The suspect with the
marijuana ran from the officer and
resisted arrest. He was found to be
in possession of a pry bar, gloves,
a ski mask, pawn receipts, and some

personal electronics. The second
suspect had a pocket knife with
paint scrapings on the blade and
admitted to a history of
burglary. Both were arrested for
investigation of burglary. They are
believed to be involved in the re-
cent rash of burglaries on Lake
Carolyn Parkway.  

Robbery: 01-09-09 at 10:50 a.m.
The victim stated that he stopped
his car on side of the road near SH
114 at Freeport to check his tires’
air pressure. An unknown suspect
walked up behind the suspect and
struck him on the back of his head.
The victim stated that he did not
see the suspect. He stated that he
was unconscious for 7 to 10 min-
utes on side of the road. The sus-
pect took $100 from the victim’s
pocket. No medical attention was
needed.

Squad Car Accident/ Pedestrian/
Class C injuries: 01-09-09 at 7:31
p.m.  Officer Bazley was operating
vehicle # 942 in the parking lot of
the 7-11 Store at 2800 N. O’Connor
Road. A pedestrian was standing
on the curb and walked into the
parking lot as Officer Bazley was
passing by. The pedestrian’s right
elbow was struck by the driver’s
door mirror. Officer Q. Nguyen #
1011 was traveling 20 feet behind
Officer Bazley when the accident
occurred and witnessed the acci-
dent. The pedestrian stated that he
felt little to no pain. He was checked
at the scene by IFD. The accident
was investigated by Officer Beyer
and Sgt. Sabre. The pedestrian was
shown at fault in the accident do
to inattention as he walked off the
curb.

Aggravated Robbery: 01-10-09 9:59
p.m.  The suspect wearing a ski
mask and holding a gun ap-
proached the three employees as
they left the GameStop in the 2600
block of N. Beltline. The suspect
wanted the night deposit, but got
the victims’ wallets instead. No in-
juries occurred. A few minutes later,
a male was contacted matching the
description. He ran from officers
when he was contacted. A foot
chase ensued. As he was coming
around a corner of a house, he was
confronted by Officer Weston. He
appeared as if he was going to strike
the officer and the suspect was
Tasered. The suspect was taken
into custody.

Sudden Death / Suspicious Cir-
cumstance: 01-10-09 at 11:32 p.m.
The complainant was a passenger
in a vehicle in which the driver was
arrested after leaving a suspicious
location near W. Rochelle and
Laramie. The driver requested that
his vehicle be left with the com-
plainant legally parked. The vehicle
was left running while the com-

plainant tried to find another ride
home. IPD drove by the location of
the original traffic stop and saw the
complainant still sitting in the ve-
hicle. The officer checked on him
and discovered that he was de-
ceased. CID, ID, and M.E. were
called to the scene.

Aggravated Robbery: 01-12-09 at
3:18 p.m.  A female was walking
through the parking lot of the
MacArthur Ridge Apartments
when she was approached by a
male suspect. He demanded
complaint’s wallet and pointed a
black handgun at complaint. When
the complaint hesitated, another
suspect came up to the male sus-
pect and told him to shoot the com-
plaint. Complaint handed over her

wallet and the suspects fled on
foot.              

Aggravated Robbery: 01-12-08 at
3:32 p.m.  A female was walking
through the parking lot of the Santa
Fe Ranch Apartments when she
was approached by two
suspects. They demanded her wal-
let. She gave it to them and the sus-
pects fled to a black, four door
Cadillac. A female was driving the
suspects’ car. 

Class A Accident: 01-12-09 at 8:53
p.m.  A vehicle was traveling at a
high rate of speed south bound in
the 2600 block of Story Rd. when
the driver lost control and the ve-
hicle rolled. The driver is in serious
condition with head injuries.

Irving Fire Department responded to 300 incidents.
The Fire incidents

   70  Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
     9  Structure Fires
    3  Special Operations
    3   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  15 Major Accidents
  97 Major Medical
  16 Heart Attacks
  35 Difficulty Breathing
  37 Trauma Related
  15 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Jan 9 - 14, 2009

Provided by Leigh Eitson
Irving families in crisis are get-

ting help from the BNSF Founda-
tion. The foundation recently
granted $5,000 to Irving Cares.
These funds are designated to sup-
port the food pantry. The food pan-
try is a component of the Emer-
gency Assistance Program which
provides food, financial help, and
referrals to families experiencing a
temporary crisis.

“The number of families re-
ceiving food each month has in-
creased by 20% over last year. In
these uncertain economic times,
more and more families find it hard
to make ends meet. Unemployment

is up, food prices are up, and fami-
lies need somewhere to turn for
help when they have a crisis,” said
agency Executive Director, Teddie
Story. “We truly appreciate the
support of partners like BNSF Foun-
dation.”

“It is particularly important to
help those who are less fortunate
during these difficult times,” said
BNSF Foundation board member,
John Ambler. “We are pleased that
the BNSF Foundation is able to
support the good works of Irving
Cares. In these times, Irving Cares
and other food pantry programs
need our support, so they in turn
can help others.”

FFFFFoundation supporoundation supporoundation supporoundation supporoundation supports charityts charityts charityts charityts charity
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
January 17 from 9 to 11am
Home Energy Conservation Basics
- Learn basic techniques to help re-
duce energy consumption and elec-
tric bill costs during this informa-
tive class from 9 to 11 a.m. at the
Valley Ranch Library, 401 Cimarron
Trail. Discussion topics will include
compact fluorescent light bulbs,
phantom energy loss and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s
Energy Star program. Energy-effi-
cient prizes will be given away. To
register or for more information, call
the Corporate Communications
Department at 972-721-2533.

January 17 from 11am – 3pm
Pet Adoption - Find a new best
friend - or a best friend for your
best friend. Pete & Mac’s Pet Re-
sort, 6150 Riverside, opens its
doors 11:00 am – 3:00 pm for pet
adoptions in a partnership to save
lives. You will be able to interact
with the dogs in a playful environ-
ment and see them shine. Come
throw them a bone.

January 17 at 8pm
Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra
- The Las Colinas Symphony Or-
chestra presents its 2008-2009 Sea-
son, I Love Paris at the Irving Arts
Center at 8 p.m. in Carpenter Hall.
The concert will feature Oliver
Schlaffer, cellist performing Site
Parisienne by Schulman! All per-
formances are at 8 p.m. in Carpen-
ter Hall. For more information, call
972-252-4800.

January 19  from 10:30am - noon
Meals on Wheels Volunteers - The
Visiting Nurse Association needs
Meals on Wheels volunteer driv-
ers in the Irving area who want to
help the homebound frail elderly,
sick, and disabled. Meals on
Wheels volunteer training will take
place from 10:30 a.m. until noon at
the Visiting Nurse Association’s
headquarters building, The Patrick
and Beatrice Haggerty Center, lo-
cated at 1440 W. Mockingbird Lane
in Dallas. There is no cost to at-
tend the training. For additional
information, call 214-689-2210.

January 19 at 7pm
Heritage Crossing public input -
The Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion will discuss the design guide-
lines for the Heritage Crossing de-
velopment at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 825
W. Irving Blvd. Residents are in-
vited to attend and provide input.
An online survey also is available
at www.cityofirving.org under
“Public Input Opportunities.”

January 19 at 7pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Obser-
vance - Residents are invited to at-
tend the Martin Luther King Jr.
Observance at 7 p.m. at the Irving
Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur
Blvd. The educational and enter-
taining production, a re-enactment
of a 1960s radio show, will portray
segments of Dr. King’s famous
speeches, focus on events that
landmarked the civil rights move-
ment, and highlight music that
moved a decade. A guest appear-
ance by the Dallas Black Dance
Theatre also is scheduled. Admis-
sion is free. A post-event reception
is sponsored by the Greater Irving-
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.
For more information, call 972-721-
2501. 

January 20 from 8:30am - 3:30pm
Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic - Baylor Medical Center at
Irving is sponsoring a well child
and immunization clinic along with
the Dallas County Department of
Health and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Northgate United Methodist
Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr. in
Irving. Well-child exams for chil-
dren ages birth to four years-old
and immunizations for children
ages birth to 18 years-old, will be
provided from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Immunizations only, will be given
from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Immuniza-
tion records must be provided for
each child. The free services of this
clinic are available to residents of
Irving only. For more information
call 972-579-4095.

January 20 at 7pm
Irving Democrat Club - The regu-
lar meeting of the Irving Democrat
Club (IDC) is scheduled to meet at
6:30 pm. at the Rancho Restaurant,
1210 East Irving Blvd. The pro-
gram, which begins at 7 p.m. will
feature Nancy Jones, Irving School
Board Trustee, to discuss the
school district and hopes for ac-
tion of the Texas Legislature. Ms.
Jones, elected in May of 2008,
comes with a fresh perspective on
serving the students of IISD.

January 22 at  7pm
Singing Men - The Singing Men
of North Central Texas will present
a sacred concert honoring the mili-
tary at  7 p.m. at Plymouth Park
Baptist Church, 1714 N. Story Road
in Irving. All active and former
United States military personnel
will be recognized during the con-

cert, and they will be given a newly
recorded single, “Welcome Home,
Soldier.” The song was written by
Russ Murphy, a Nashville artist, as
a tribute to his buddy Chad, who
had just finished a tour in Iraq. No
admission will be charged; how-
ever, an offering to help with the
cost of an evangelistic concert mis-
sion tour to the Ukraine in April,
2010, will be taken.
 
VFW Sponsors Patriotic Art Con-
test - The Ladies Auxiliary of VFW
Post 2494 is seeking entries into the
National Patriotic Art Contest.  This
competition is open to students in
grades 9 – 12 who are enrolled in
public, private, parochial or a
home-study program.  Art must be
on paper or canvas. 

Watercolor, pencil, pastel, char-
coals, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen
and ink or oil may be used.  Digital
art may be used but must be on
paper or canvas. Do not
frame. Canvas entries to be submit-
ted on stretcher frames. Other en-
tries matted on white only.  The art
should be no smaller than 8 inches
x 10 inches and no larger than 18
inches x 24 inches; not including
the mat. If you use the American
flag in your entry – It must con-
form to the Federal Flag Code as
far as color, number of stars &
stripes, and other pertinent rules
of the Code.  Entry must have been
done during the 2008-2009 school
year. There is no theme - just some-
thing patriotic. Prizes will be
awarded on the local, District, State

and National level.  National First
prize is $10,000. Deadline date for
Entries to Auxiliary 2494 is March
31. Contact Post 2494 at 972-790-
1611 for entry forms and further
information. The Post is located at
3375 Belt line Road, just south of
Shady Grove.

The Police Department had
four recruits graduate from the
North Central Texas Council of
Governments Police Academy. The
officers are Jeffrey Blumer, Robert
Kuether III, Jared Sykes and Rob-
ert Turner.

videos on the web. We thought,
let’s return the favor. If he expects
me to watch his information, then I
would expect him to show me the
same respect and watch my infor-
mation.

“So we produced a video on
YouTube talking about our transit
oriented development, our green
initiatives, our job creating projects
and how they so much fit with his
vision. And how we could save this
country from this economic prob-
lem. And we didn’t ask for any
money.

“We have a history of being
able to pay our bills that is why we
are AAA rated. But we are having

some difficulty right now, because
we don’t like paying seven and a
half percent interest. We are used
to four percent on the money we
use for these projects. So we sug-
gested the Federal Government cre-
ate some balance in the Municipal
Bond Market by becoming a bid-
der and buying our municipal
bonds.

“Buy our bonds. Let me pay
the interest rate I am accustomed
to, and I will show you through my
word, through these voter ap-
proved job creating projects an ex-
ample of success in your rhetoric.
We’ve got the real deal right here.

“That is what we said. And
getting on YouTube was a unique
way to present that.”

Mayor Gears also spoke about
his recent trip to Washington and
how the City of Irving is influenc-
ing national policy makers.

“Yesterday, I went to Wash-
ington. Yesterday, I met with Sena-
tor Kay Hutchison. I met with John
Cornyn. I met Kenny Marchant on
the street corner. I met with Steny
Hoyer who is the Majority Leader
in Congress.

“We found out something
very interesting. First of all, they
had already heard our suggestions.
They had actually watched the
video. And they liked the sugges-
tions. Barney Frank, who is sub-
mitting legislation that is being de-
bated now, placed our wording into
the TARP reform legislation that

will accompany the release of the
additional $350 billion to stimulate
the economy. This is not the stimu-
lus package, that comes next. This
is the second half of the TARP
money.

“We have made our sugges-
tions very clear, and we will make
them clear until we have them ac-
commodate us on our suggestions.

“Every person I met with sup-
ported our project understanding
the value of what the City of Irving
brings to the goal of both conser-
vatives and liberals, Republicans
and Democrats.

“We are reaching out. We are
confident that we can make a dif-
ference. We know that what we
have has great value in the com-

munity. We love our city. And we
have sincere motivation for what
we do. That is being noticed by the
rest of the country in many, many,
many ways,” Mayor Gears said.
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FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

MOBILE HOME
FOR RENT

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLE

ITEMS
FOR SALE

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

MOB Homes for rent
2+3 BR> Lot+water

included-deposit+
REF Reqd.

972-986-7100

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Read the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
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Circuit City Stores, Inc. an-
nounced  on Jan. 16 that it will seek
Bankruptcy Court approval to be-
gin the process to liquidate the as-
sets of the company.

“We are extremely disap-
pointed by this outcome. The com-
pany had been in continuous ne-
gotiations regarding a going con-
cern transaction. Regrettably for
the more than 30,000 employees of
Circuit City and our loyal custom-
ers, we were unable to reach an
agreement with our creditors and
lenders to structure a going-con-
cern transaction in the limited
timeframe available, and so this is
the only possible path for our com-
pany,” said James A. Marcum, vice
chairman, acting president/CEO for
Circuit City Stores, Inc.

Circuit City will provide more
details in the near term about the
plans for the liquidation of the
stores and other assets, the status
of the company’s Web site and
firedogSM services operations, the
status of its Canadian operations
and plans for the company’s bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

The company does not antici-
pate any value will remain from the
bankruptcy estate for the holders
of the company’s common equity,
although this will be determined in
the continuing bankruptcy pro-
ceedings.

The company filed for Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy protection in No-
vember 2008. The case number for
Circuit City’s Chapter 11 filing is
08-35653. Additional information

can be found by visiting the
company’s investor information
home page at http://investor.circuit
city.com and clicking on “Breaking
News” and at the Claims Agent’s
Web site at www.kccllc.net/
circuitcity.

Circuit City Stores, Inc. (OTC:
CCTYQ) is a specialty retailer of
consumer electronics and related
services. On Dec. 31, 2008, the do-
mestic segment operated 567
stores in 153 U.S. media markets.
On Dec. 31, 2008, the international
segment operated through approxi-
mately 765 retail stores and dealer
outlets in Canada. Circuit City op-
erates Web sites at
w w w . c i r c u i t c i t y . c o m ,
www.thesource.ca and www.fire
dog.com.

Circuit City Stores, Inc. to liquidate

The Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation is searching for volun-
teer counselors to assist and be-
friend youngsters with muscular
dystrophy and related diseases at
weeklong MDA summer camps
across the country.

Applicants must be at least 16
years old and able to lift and care
for a young person between the
ages of 6 and 17. Each volunteer
counselor becomes a companion to

a camper with a muscle disease and
helps with daily activities such as
eating, bathing and dressing.
Counselors also assist campers
with recreational activities such as
arts and crafts, swimming and
horseback riding.

“MDA summer camp is an in-
credibly valuable experience for the
young people we serve,” said
MDA President and CEO Gerald C.
Weinberg. “It’s a week during
which they build confidence and
independence, and participate in a
full range of activities that often
aren’t accessible to them.”

Volunteer counselors say the
experience is a special, life-chang-
ing experience for them as well.

“They often tell us they come away
with far more than they give,”
Weinberg said.

At no charge to families,
MDA’s summer camp program
serves more than 4,000 campers

nationwide, with more than 5,000
volunteers making it possible.

In 2008, MDA held 90 camp
sessions at 75 locations in 43 states
and Puerto Rico. There were 400
medical staff members, 295 of
whom were volunteers. It costs the
Association $800 to send one child
to camp.

To obtain a volunteer applica-
tion or learn about other ways to
support MDA’s summer camp pro-
gram, call 800-572-1717. More in-
formation about summer camp vol-
unteers can be found at
www.mda.org/clinics/camp.

MDA is a voluntary health
agency working to defeat muscu-
lar dystrophy and related diseases
through programs of worldwide
research, comprehensive services,
advocacy, and far-reaching profes-
sional and public health education.

The Association’s programs
are funded almost entirely by indi-
vidual private contributors.

MDMDMDMDMDA seeks volunteers for summer campA seeks volunteers for summer campA seeks volunteers for summer campA seeks volunteers for summer campA seeks volunteers for summer camp
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KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

Joan Black -
Van Zandt

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

469-713-1862
OPEN ENROLLMENT

NOVEMBER 15TH – DECEMBER. 31ST

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW
Qualified Medicare Supplements

Medicare Advantage Plans
PART D Prescription Drug Plans

Day after day I hear hurting people say,
“I am sick of  church and I am tired of  religion.”

Church does not save souls and religion does not transform lives,
only Jesus does as revealed and demonstrated in the Word of God.

Would you like to see the transforming power of  God’s Word work in your life to bless
others?
Are you a person who loves to disciple children’s hearts toward the Lord?

Then perhaps your gift is teaching children.
If you have a knack for the internet and want to use it for God’s glory,

perhaps you have the gift of evangelism or administration.
If music is your passion and you desire to lead others in worship then

perhaps you have the gift of exhortation.
Do you have a heart that loves to make people feel at home?

Then perhaps your gift is mercy or hospitality.
YOU and I are God’s hands, feet and heart in the lives of  people.

We don’t just go to church, we ARE the church.

We are excited to announce a groundbreaking opportunity for you to come and be
a part of a new and dynamic ministry where we purpose to study the Word of God line
upon line, precept upon precept for the equipping of  the saints for the work of  the min-
istry, reach the lost for Christ and to glorify God.

We invite YOU to come join US in this endeavor!

We Need You!

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meets temporarily in FH103 of the Fellowship Center at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd. Irving, TX. 75061
Sundays @ 4pm and Tuesdays @ 7pm.

Our service times have been chosen to respect the service times of PPBC.

Contact information:
214-404-1899

information@wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center

FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Faith Temple Baptist Church
525 North Sowers Rd

Irving, TX 75061
972.253.5021

www.faithtemplecares.com
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6 p.m.

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7 p.m.

Independent Bible

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ Southern Baptist United Methodist

Read the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving Rambler
EVERY WEEK
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Confused by the digital TV switch?
Some answers to your questions

Are you a television junkie?
Do you hold viewing parties for
season premieres, award shows or
season finales? You may already
know that at 11:59 p.m. on Feb. 17
analog TV will cease to exist. But
you may not know what this really
means for you.

Is this the end to your view-
ing parties? Or to free TV? Will you
need to replace your current TV
with a newer, digital model? What
are the benefits — will you be able
to watch higher-quality TV? These
are some of the many questions
being asked, and now is the time
for you to raise your hand, ask a
few questions around the “switch
to digital TV” movement, and get
prepared.

IEEE, the world’s largest tech-
nical professional society has the
answers to some key questions
that can help ensure you’ll have a
signal to watch your favorite
shows, from Oprah and the local
news to CSI and championship
sporting events.

Q: Will digital television be
better than analog television?

A: Yes. With digital television,
you’ll have higher-quality, picture-
perfect signal and CD-quality
sound. Think of it as bringing
movie-quality viewing to the com-
forts of your home.

Q: Is digital television more
expensive than analog television?

A: No. Traditional, non-cable
television programs will continue
to be free.

Q: If I currently have cable
service, is there anything else I
need to do to prepare for the
switch?

A: If you have cable service,
there is nothing else you need to
do. However, if other TV sets in the
house are not connected to cable
and they receive their signals with
an antenna, each of these sets will
need a digital TV converter box.

Q: What is a digital TV con-
verter box?

A: A digital TV converter box
hooks up to a conventional analog

TV set, allowing it to receive digi-
tal broadcasts.

Q: Will my current television
still work with off-air signals after
Feb. 17?

A: Yes, as long as you have a
digital TV converter box and an ap-
propriate antenna. In general, if
your antenna works well with ana-
log signals, it will possibly work
with digital signals that are in the
same television band (low-VHF,
high-VHF, or UHF).

Q: How can I determine if my
current television antenna is ac-
ceptable for digital reception or
whether a new antenna is required?

A: In general, if your current
antenna (outdoor or indoor) pro-
vides good or excellent reception
quality, that antenna should be ac-
ceptable for DTV reception. This
presumes that the current antenna
covers the same television bands
(low-VHF, high-VHF, UHF) that are
being used by the digital stations.

Q: Is there such a thing as a
“digital” antenna or an “HDTV” an-
tenna?

A: No. While the box in which
the antenna is sold may be called
“DTV Antenna” or “HDTV An-
tenna,” the analog and digital tele-
vision signals can be picked up (i.e.,
received) with the same antenna.

The complete IEEE FAQ can
be found online at www.ieee.org
under the IEEE news section. Ad-
ditionally, the FCC has issued a
number of very helpful consumer
advisories on the DTV transition
at: www.dtv.gov/publications.html

Provided by Rita De Young
Three local Irving youth,

Rebecca Walther, Sara Flower, and
Joshua Ashenhart, have met the re-

quirements for Camp Fire’s High-
est Honor, the WoHeLo Award. The
WoHeLo Award is an intensive,
individualized project that is de-

signed by the individual youth.
The word WoHeLo comes from the
first two letters of the words work,
health and love. Each year, only 200

youth nationally receive this pres-
tigious award.

Rebecca Walther, an Irving
resident and a sophomore at Texas
Woman’s University, has been a
member of Camp Fire USA Lone
Star Council since 1993. Rebecca
is also an accomplished cellist, and
is a Black Belt 1st Dan karate in-
structor. In order to receive the
WoHeLo Award, Walther carried
out an action plan that included
youth leadership, community in-
volvement and sharing Camp Fire
with others.

Rebecca comes from a family
that has been involved in Camp Fire
for years. She is a daughter of
Wolfgang and Anna Walther, Irv-
ing, a long-time Camp Fire volun-
teer who was in Camp Fire as a
young girl. Additionally, there are
three other WoHeLo Medallion re-
cipients in the Walther Family –
mom Anna (1970), sister Kristina
(1994) and brother Alex (2002). Not
many families can say they have
four WoHeLo Medallion Recipi-
ents.

Sara Fowler, an Irving resident
and a sophomore biology major at
University of North Texas, has been
a member of the Lone Star Council
since 1994. Sara’s action plan for
the award included community in-
volvement, fine arts involvement
and sharing Camp Fire with others.

Sara is the daughter of Robert
and Teresa Fowler, Irving. While at-
tending college, Sara also works for
a babysitting service that caters to
children with special needs. She
eventually plans to go to medical
school.

Joshua Ashenhart of Irving
has been a member of the Lone Star
Council since 1994. In order to re-
ceive the WoHeLo Award,
Ashenhart’s action featured the
arts, community involvement and
sharing Camp Fire with others.

Joshua is the son of Cris and
Alexandra Ashenhart, Irving, and
is currently working and “trying to
find himself.” His mom is a long-
time Camp Fire volunteer who was
in Camp Fire as a young girl in Chi-
cago and volunteered as an adult
leader and co-leader.

The WoHeLo Award helps
foster key developmental assets in
youth, such as service to others,
constructive use of time, planning
and decision making, and self-es-
teem. The WoHeLo Award allows
Camp Fire to serve its mission of
building caring, confident youth
and future leaders.

Since 1913, Camp Fire USA
Lone Star Council has been pro-
viding opportunities for youth,
ages five through 17, to develop
personal life skills, social respon-
sibility, health and leadership at-
tributes.

Camp Fire USA Lone Star Council honors local youths



JPI SELLS MANAGEMENT
SERVICES DIVISION

Irving-based property management firm JPI
has sold the management division of the firm
to Greystar Real Estate Partners of Charles-
ton, SC.  JPI remains one of the largest luxury
apartment developers in the US. 

OMNI NAMES
VP LOYALTY SERVICES

Omni Hotel named Jeff Smith, a former em-
ployee of the company, to the newly created
position, vice president of loyalty services.
Smith will collaborate and spearhead initia-
tives  within the organization to ensure the
vision of a heightened level of personalized
service is flawlessly executed, creating memo-
rable experiences for Omni’s guests. Smith is
initially focused on launching the next gen-
eration of Omni’s long term recognition-based
program in the spring of 2009 as it marks its
20th anniversary. 

OMNI HOTELS TO HOST
SUPER BOWL TEAMS

It was announced that Omni Hotels will be
the host hotelier in the Metroplex for the 2011
Super Bowl.  The Omni Mandalay in Las
Colinas will host the NFC team, and the new
Omni Fort Worth will be the host for the AFC
team.  

BUSINESS WEEK
RECOGNIZES KIMBERLY-CLARK

BusinessWeek and global brand
consultancy Interbrand released their list of
the top 100 brands of the year.  The survey
found that several of the top brands were
spending more in the face of the global re-
cession rather than cutting branding bud-
gets.  BusinessWeek cited Irving-based Kim-
berly Clark (No. 74 on the list), makers of
Kleenex tissues and other paper products as
an example.  CEO Tom Falk told
BusinessWeek, “The worst thing you can
do is pull in your brand-building spending
and become more of a commodity.”

NEW RESTAURANT
IN LAS COLINAS

A new restaurant, The Salad Bowl, has
opened at 4000 N. MacArthur Blvd near the
Tom Thumb grocery store.   The restaurant
is open 11am – 11pm daily and features a
salad bar. 

TEXAS ONE OF THE BEST PLACE
TO START A BUSINESS

According to a study by the US News &
World Report, Texas ranks 4th on a new list
of best states to start a business.   The
newsmagazine took a comprehensive look at
the business climates for entrepreneurs in all
50 states, and noted Texas’ lack of income or
capital-gains taxes for individuals and the
state’s low worker compensation costs.

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
The Chamber offers numerous networking
events throughout the month to help you
develop new business relationships.  Jan 21st

– Women’s Alliance Luncheon (men wel-
come, too!), La Cima Club, 5215 N. O’Connor
Blvd, 11:30am, reservations required
(www.irvingchamber.com, or 214-217-8484). 
Jan 22nd – After Hours Business Mixer, Le
Peep Restaurant, 4935 N. O’Connor Blvd,
5:30pm.

BIZ BRIEFS
A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.
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Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039

Heritage District Office
301 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.

To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.IrvingChamber.com

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment in
our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
North Lake College

Oncor Electric Delivery
Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

AboveNet

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Akili

Avaya
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.
Eisenberg & Associates

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

Irving ISD
James Hardie Building Products, Inc.

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Medco Health Solutions
Northup Grumman

Office Resource Group
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

University of Texas at Arlington /
College of Engineering
Villa’s Grill & Catering

NEW BUSINESSES IN
HERITAGE CROSSING

Two new businesses have opened in the 200
block of W. Irving Boulevard:  Isabel Cruz,
an immigration attorney, opened an office at
240 W. Irving Boulevard, and BioVerify, a
company that performs background checks
of tenants moving into Irving apartment com-
plexes, opened an office at 260 W. Irving
Boulevard. 

SMALL BUSINESS REPRESENTED
IN NEW CONGRESS

When the 111th U. S. Congress convenes, 24
new members have either owned or invested
in small businesses according to information
from the Office of Advocacy of the Small Busi-
ness Administration.  Thirteen are Democrats
and eleven are Republicans, with five in the
Senate and the remainder in the House.  In a
survey of Small Business by Discover Card,
an increasing number of businesses with less
than 5 employees felt that the prospects for
their business was improving and 24% plan
to increase spending on business develop-
ment.

NEED TO FIND A NOTARY?
CHAMBER HAS 3 ON STAFF

From federal documents to school health
forms, paperwork often requires that a No-
tary also sign the document.  Finding a No-
tary in close proximity can often become a
challenge.  The Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber is pleased to have three notaries
on staff to assist you with your needs.  We
invite all members to stop by during office
hours and a Notary will be happy to assist
you with your paperwork.  This is just an-
other example of the added value members
receive from the Chamber. (9/15)

BUSINESS EXCHANGE DAYS
HELP NEEDED

For the 14th year in a row, the Greater Irving
Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce has
joined Irving ISD high schools in sponsor-
ing Business Exchange Days.  The event is
a career speaker day that gives 11th and 12th

grade students at all of our 5 high school
campuses the opportunity to hear valuable
information about the business world and
inspiring messages from business profes-
sionals right in their community.  We typi-
cally draw 150 speakers annually to this very
popular event, which will be held this year
on Thursday January 29 and Friday 30.  We
need your help!  If you are willing to volun-
teer or nominate someone to speak about
their job, please contact Thelma Cantu with
Partners in Education at 972-215-5017 or via
email at TCantu@irvingisd.net.

This is an excellent time to visit with
your state officials about the concerns
of Irving and of your business. For more
information contact Michael Burleson
at 214-217-8481 or mburlison@irving
chamber.com

Irving Day in Austin
February 17, 2009

Sponsored by Time Warner Cable

$100 - Includes
transportation to
and from Austin
and breakfast,
lunch and evening
hors d’oeuvres

Leave:
      Irving at 6 am.
Return:
      by 10 pm.

TWO COWBOYS HONORED
DeMarcus Ware and Jason Witten of the Irv-
ing-based Dallas Cowboys have been named
to the NFL Alumni organization’s 2008 Player
of the Year list.  The list recognizes players
who have added value to their teams during
the previous season.

TXDOT REVAMPS VISION
FOR TRANS-TEXAS CORRIDOR

The Texas Department of Transportation
announced that because of citizen input, the
agency will alter plans for Trans-Texas Cor-
ridor that was introduced in 2002.  The new
plan, Innovative Connectivity in Texas/Vi-
sion 2009, will reduce the width of the devel-
opment of future proposals and address the
specific needs of impacted communities.  Ma-
jor projects will now be comprised of several
small segments.

MINORITY BUSINESS
LEADERS AWARDS

The Dallas Business Journal has announced
its search for the 2009 Minority Business
Leaders awards.  Nomination form may be
found at www.dallasbusinessjournal.com. 
Deadline for nominations is Friday, January
23rd.  Honorees will be featured at a luncheon
to be held March 26.

The Chamber’s Education Committee will
host an Education Briefing featuring
Sandy Kress on Wednesday, January 28,
from 11:30am - 1pm in the Mustang Room
at Williams Square. 

Education Briefing
Featuring Sandy Kress

January 28, 2009
11:30am - 1pm

Attendance will be limited to the first
50 people who RSVP, and admission
($10 for Chamber members; $15 for
non-members) includes lunch.

Pre-registration is required online at http://
irvinglascolinastxcoc.weblinkconnect.com/
C W T / E X T E R N A L / W C P A G E S /
W C E V E N T S /
EVENTSSTARTPAGE.ASPX



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

1/2 off registration with this ad

Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Accepting Children Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages:Ages: 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 w 6 weeks threeks threeks threeks threeks thru 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 yu 11 years of ageears of ageears of ageears of ageears of age

We have the

largest  infant

center

in Irving/Las

Colinas!

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com
Call us:  972 258-1800Owners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky StaleyOwners: David and Becky Staley

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector :::::     WWWWWendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozerendy Boozer

1/2 off registration with this ad

214-675-6493The Irving Rambler January 17, 2009 Page 7

out pulling a permit? What are we
going to do when a company hires
a non-licensed, uninsured sign in-
staller to put up a sign? Who
checks any of that? Who chases
them down?

“The issue I have with what
they are attempting to do is they
have written a new, tighter, super
and non-business friendly code,
but we haven’t addressed the is-
sue which exists in the city, which
is code enforcement,” he said.

In more specific areas, Mr.
Youngblood had concerns about
the ordinance limiting opportuni-
ties for honorable businesses in
Irving.

“There were two things that
jumped out at me immediately. The
first one was the complete elimina-
tion of banners in the city. Being a
sign company and selling banners,
this change was certainly a finan-
cial impact to our business model,
which is certainly concerning. But
we also sell a certain number of
banners for interior applications
that are never hung on the outside
of a building.

“They have taken away adver-
tising opportunities and revenues
from legitimate, law abiding busi-
nesses. At this moment in our
economy, that is probably one of
the worst things you could do to
apartments, restaurants and so
forth that use banners as a means
to get new business. They have

taken that option away. For what
reason? Those law abiding busi-
nesses are not the problem.

“It is the used car lot with 27
banners and streamers no where
near compliance those are the folks
who made us look bad,” Mr.
Youngblood said.

“The other thing that stuck me
was one sentence in the General
Provisions in the beginning of the
ordinance. ‘Materials similar to ply-
wood and Plexiglas are prohibited.’
They used the word ‘Plexiglas’,
which is a brand name for acrylic
or light transmissive plastics.
Acrylic is on virtually every single
commercial sign in this city. If this
particular ordinance is left in its
written form, it is a problem. Acrylic
is one of the most commonly used
sign materials out there, and the
City has forbidden it.

“What am I going to make a sign
out of if I can’t use acrylic? Every
illuminated sign in this city has
acrylic on it somewhere. Either in
the face of the letters, or the back-
ground of the sign which is backlit
at night.

“The shopping center my busi-
ness is located in has 22 busi-
nesses. Every single sign on all 22
businesses has acrylic on the sign.
If I take this ordinance verbatim,
by the end of December, every one
of those signs will have to be re-
placed. How anti-business can you
be? Some of those signs are up-
wards of $7,000.

“Every single sign on that
McDonalds has acrylic on it. You
are going to tell McDonalds they
have to replace that giant arch with
something not made out of plas-
tic?

“They have clearly defined
plywood as a prohibited
substraight. Virtually every com-
mercial real estate sign in Las
Colinas is manufactured to the Las
Colinas specification, which is an
eight foot tall panel, four feet wide
on big posts with the Las Colinas
logo on the top. Almost every one
of them is made from plywood.
Each one is a $1,200 sign to build
right now. What can I use to build
these signs if I can’t use plywood?
If I use metal, it becomes a $4,000
sign to rent office suites in a build-
ing with a few vacancies. That is
not practical.

“These are nice, looking pro-
fessional signs that serve their pur-
pose. These signs are not long-term
life duty sign products. They are
up while space is available, and
when space is rented, they are taken
down. Commercial realtors are go-
ing to blow a gasket when they find
out they can’t use plywood signs
anymore.

“All I can fathom is that some-
body has made a mistake.

“Can the ordinance change
quickly? Yes, they can modify that
part of the ordinance and take out
the prohibited acrylic.

“If you take out the acrylic is-
sue, the majority of the businesses
in this area will not be affected ex-
cept for the fact that they can no
longer use banners on the outside
of their business,” he said.

At the same time the new ordi-
nance clears up visual clutter, it may
be creating future problems for
businesses and consumers.

“The general difference be-
tween a pole sign and a monument
sign is that a pole sign is up in the
air and a monument sign is ground
based. The City is trying to keep
signs at ground level. The biggest
issue between the two is visibility.
One you can see from a quarter mile
away, the other you can’t see until
you are on top of it.

“I spent a lot of time in
Scottsdale, AZ when I was
younger. Scottsdale is a very at-
tractive, good looking community.
But, you can’t find anything. As a
driver trying to find a retail shop-
ping center or location, you can’t
find anything. Because they don’t
have large directories on pole signs.
You hope you know the address
and the store you are looking for is
behind the shrubbery somewhere,”
he said.

Perhaps most telling is a busi-
ness owner with a direct interest in
any ordinance affecting signs, Mr.
Youngblood is concerned that he
and members of the Chamber of
Commerce were not given any op-
portunity to review the ordinance
prior to its becoming law.

“I own a law abiding sign com-
pany. I am an active member of the
Chamber of Commerce. I know a lot
of city employees. I speak with
people in the City Inspections of-
fice and with code enforcement
people all the time. I am really con-
cerned that no one from the City
asked me to look this over before it
went into law. Why wouldn’t you
speak to people who work with
signs in the city and keep this

acrylic issue off the document,” he
asked.

Across town, Terry Waldrum,
owner of Waldrum Lighting and
Sign Outpost, supports the spirit
of the new ordinance, but like Mr.
Youngblood has some concerns.

“Generally speaking, if the in-
tent is to clean up the sign clutter,
this ordinance will do a good job
of that. I think Irving needs to be
cleaned up to a degree. There are a
lot of junkie signs. I think over time
the ordinance will do that,” Mr.
Waldrum said.

“My personal business has
moved from electric signs to digi-
tally printed signs. The new ordi-
nance doesn’t affect us greatly ex-
cept that they have taken out ban-
ners. Banners are allowed only for
special events or grand openings.
That will hurt us from a business
standpoint. We will no longer do
neon signs in Irving.

“We do business all over the
area, and we ship signs all over the
country. So the new ordinance is
not a tremendous detriment to us.

“As business comes in, com-
panies will have to take down their
old, pole sign and put up a new
monument sign. So that is probably
more business for us long-term. It
will be great for our business over
the next 10 years.”

The immediate application of
the new ordinance without a tran-
sitional period may cause problems
for some businesses.

“I am concerned for business
owners in transition. Since there
was no heads up to the general
public, you will have people who
have ordered signs based on the
old ordinance and who as of the
moment the ordinance was passed
cannot use the signs they ordered.
For 30 to 60 days, I think the City
should work with companies
caught in the middle. There is the
potential for problems, but there
may not be any.

“There are tough economic
times right now, and some of this
will put hardships on people. They
have to pay to take the old sign
down and pay to have a new sign
built. Businesses coming into Irv-
ing won’t have the option of
spending $1,000 to put new faces
in a pole sign. Now they have to
take the pole sign down and put
up a monument sign, which will cost
between $5,000 and $10,000. Those
caught in this transition are the
ones who will be hurt.

“Six months from now, if you
don’t like monument signs, don’t
come to Irving. If you want better
exposure, don’t come to Irving. If
Irving meets your demographic
needs, you can do business here.
If it doesn’t, you won’t: that is part
of it.”

The limited opportunity for
public input on the new ordinance
has also caused Mr. Waldrum to
be apprehensive.

“My biggest concern is the
way ordinance was handled.
Thursday afternoon the ordinance
was still in draft form. I couldn’t
get a complete copy, which tells me
the Council members didn’t have a
final copy. So the Council voted on
something they hadn’t read the fi-
nal draft on, and that concerns me,”
he said.

“There was some public input.
But before hand, they didn’t put
out the ordinance to the Chamber
of Commerce or the community.

“This ordinance was passed
quickly without a final draft being
presented to the public. It would
have been better if they had held
one or two hearings then everyone
would have known if they were

Continued from page 1

Ordinance prohibits banners, neon, plywood, Plexiglas

See INPUT, Page 11
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606 West Airport Freeway
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Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation
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Serena Diane Villegas
Serena Diane
Villegas, a be-
loved daughter,
sister, grand-
daughter, niece,
cousin and
friend, passed
away on Tues-

day, January 6, 2009 in a Dallas
hospital at the age of 15. Serena
was born December 1, 1993 in Dal-
las. A resident of Irving, Texas, she
was a freshman at MacArthur High
School. Preceded in death by her
grandmother, Diane Page, she is
survived by her mother Jamie
Boggs; father, Virgil Villegas;
brother, Matthew Boggs; sister,
Alexandria Villegas, all of Irving;
aunt, Mary Boggs; uncles, David
Boggs, Manuel Villegas and Victor
Villegas; grandmother, Dolores
Villegas; one niece, one nephew,
and numerous cousins. Visitation
began at 2 p.m. prior to the service
at 3 p.m., Saturday, January 10, 2009
at Calvary Church in Irving with
Rev. J. Don George and Pastor Jer-
emy Mount officiating. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
the Serena Villegas fund at Chase
Bank, Account #787225937. For
more details, please go to
serena.interworldcom.net. Our
Serena, missed but never forgot-
ten.

Leonard M. Volino
Leonard M.
Volino, of Irving,
passed away
Thursday, Janu-
ary 8, 2009. He
was born July
20, 1921 in
Guymon, Okla-

homa. Preceded in death by his wife
of 62 years, Lorez Volino, survivors
include his son Larry Bruce Volino
and wife Erin; daughter Lynette
Crouch and husband Dana; grand-
children Lerin Pennington, Jana
Choppy, and Allison McCann; and
great granddaughter Rylee Ann
McCann. Graveside services were
held at 1 PM Tuesday, January 13,
2009 at DFW National Cemetery in
Dallas. If desired, memorial dona-
tions may be made to a charity of
choice. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Louis Ponce
Louis Ponce, longtime resident of
Irving, passed away Thursday,
January 8, 2009. He was born June
21, 1914 in Leon, Mexico. He served
as a Staff Sgt. with the US Army
from 1942 to 1945 and participated
in the Normandy Campaign along
with all other major campaigns dur-
ing this time. He was active with
the Boy Scouts for many years,
enjoyed trophy hunting and fish-

ing, was an active bee keeper and a
member of the Knights of Colum-
bus. For many years he was an Irv-
ing entrepreneur, owning Ponce
Brothers Spice Business, local
L&M convenience stores, and Los
Ponce’s Mexican Restaurants. Sur-
vivors include his daughters
Beatrice Flores and husband
Daniel, and Anne Brantley; son
Thomas Ponce; sister Mary
Villanueva; brother Gilbert Ponce;
grandchildren Christopher Ponce,
Josh Ponce, Zach Ponce, Anna
Ponce, Scott Ponce, Christi
LaViolette, Cody Hatfield, Jesse
Wagner, and Gaven Brantley; and
great grandchildren Hailey
LaViolette, Jonas Wagner, Megan
Ponce, Taylor Ponce, and Bailey
Ponce. Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated at 10 AM Monday,
January 12, 2009 at Calvary Hill
Mausoleum Chapel, 3235 Lom-
bardy Lane in Dallas. Interment will
follow at Calvary Hill Memorial
Park. Visitation will begin at 12:30
PM Sunday, January 11, 2009 at the
funeral home with family receiving
friends 5:00-7:00 PM with a Rosary
beginning at 7 PM.

Ruth “Sara” Atkinson
R u t h

“ S a r a ”
Atkinson, of
Irving, passed
away Sunday,
January 11,
2009.  She was

born February 23, 1917 in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania.  She was a
member of First Christian Church
in Irving.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Robert T. “Bob” Atkinson,
survivors include her sons Robert
Atkinson and Frank “Rick”
Atkinson; daughter Tecla Gray and
husband Jerry; grandchildren
Todd, Jennifer, Chris, Jamie; and
great grandchildren Ashlee, Taylor,
Jordan, Kylan, Drew, and Brett.

Funeral services were held at
10 AM Wednesday, January 14,
2009 with Rev. Deborah Jones offi-
ciating.  Interment  followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.  Arrange-
ments made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

Irene Graves
Irene Graves of Irving passed

away January 13, 2009. She was
born June 14, 1926 in Slick, Okla-
homa.

She is survived by son Jerry
Harnden and wife Carol of Dallas;
daughter Cheryl Carter of
McKinney; 3 grand daughters; 2
grandsons and 8 great-grandchil-
dren.

Visitation will be held on
Thursday between 9:00 A.M. and
1:00 P.M. at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home. Graveside services will
be held at 2:00 P.M. Thursday, Janu-
ary 15th at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens with Rev. Gary Martin of-
ficiating.

Robert O. Bingham
Robert O.
Bingham, age
84, a resident of
Irving, Texas for
26 years, died
Sunday, Janu-
ary 11, 2009 in
Irving. Born
March 31, 1924

in Calf Creek, Texas to Cafford O.
and Sally Attaway Bingham, he
was a U.S. Navy veteran of WWII,
serving in the Pacific Theatre for 3
years, 3 months and 8 days. Rob-
ert married Gwen Keith on Febru-

ary 1, 1947 in Brady, Texas. He was
a member of the Sons of the Re-
public of Texas and Beltline Road
Church of Christ in Irving. Pre-
ceded in death by his parents, two
sisters and one brother, survivors
include his wife of 62 years, Gwen;
children, Don Morgan and wife
Connie of Grapevine, Karen Pape
of Midland, Robert K. Bingham, Sr.
and wife Cynde of Irving; grand-
children, Brian Morgan and wife
Beth of Grapevine, Greg Morgan
and wife Kerrie of San Antonio,
Robert K. Bingham, Jr. and wife
Kristen of Irving, Candice Lynn
Morris and husband Jace of
Carrollton and Celia Anne Bingham
of Denton; ten great grandchildren;
three great-great grandchildren;
sister, Esther Fowler of Odessa; as
well as several nieces, nephews
and friends. Visitation was held 6
to 8 p.m., Tuesday at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home. Service
was at 11 a.m., Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14, 2009 at Beltline Road
Church of Christ with Don Hatch
officiating. Interment 1 p.m. at Dal-
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery.

Provided by Wendy Fitch
Given the nation’s economic

crunch in 2008, it’s no surprise fi-
nancial goals are a key concern for
many in 2009. In a survey con-
ducted by FranklinCovey, more
than half of respondents state they
will set a New Year’s resolution of
getting out of debt or saving
money.

Unfortunately, the survey also
found that 75 percent of respon-
dents will break their New Year’s
resolutions within three months. So
what can you do to meet your 2009
savings goal? Financial expert Liz
Pulliam Weston offers these tips for
saving money and sticking to your
New Year’s resolution.
- Use cash as much as possible.

Using cash really helps people stay
on the straight and narrow. Set
aside cash each month to cover
variable expenses (such as food,
gas and entertainment). When the
money is gone, it’s gone. No going
back to the ATM for more.
- Open a high-yield savings ac-
count.
You’ll want to keep your money
working hard for you, and that
means getting a higher rate than
you’ll find at the typical brick-and-
mortar bank. Look for a high-rate,
FDIC-insured savings account
with no account minimums and no
monthly fees.
- Shop smart.
Don’t make any online purchases
or big offline purchases without

first checking to see if an online
coupon is available. This can be as
simple as a Google search using the
word “coupon” and the name of
the store. Typically, online coupon
searches are worth the effort.

Another place to find valuable
savings tips is at www.pyfchal
lenge.com. The PYF Challenge fol-
lows five people as they compete
to save the most money. Along the
way, challengers have shared their
unique savings strategies, such as:

- When taking a trip, consider
flights with one or more stops. It’s
less convenient than a direct flight,
but normally will save you a con-
siderable amount of money.

- Look for ways to make some
extra cash. Participate in focus

groups, freelance, etc. and put that
cash toward expenses outside your
monthly budget (e.g. gifts, dona-
tions).

- Save money on groceries by
taking a list to the grocery store
and abiding by a “do not stray from
the list” policy. It’s amazing how
much unneeded stuff you buy oth-
erwise.

- Things break, and when they
do, explore the cost of repairing it
rather than replacing it. Also try
calling the manufacturer. They
might provide you with a replace-
ment part for free or at a fraction of
the cost of buying the item new.

For more ways achieve finan-
cial success in 2009, download the

Savings Circle podcast at
www.pyfchallenge.com/podcasts.

Liz Pulliam Weston is author
of “Easy Money: How to Simplify
Your Finances and Get What You
Want Out of Life.”

New Year: New resolution to save
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

John Daniel Crowe
John Daniel
Crowe was born
May 6, 1920 in
Bonner Springs,
Kansas to
Malachi and
Alice Crowe.
Mr. Crowe

passed away Tuesday, January 13,
2009 in Irving, Texas.

A member of the “Greatest
Generation”, he served in the
United States Marine Corps 1940 –
1945, and in the U. S. Army from
1947 until his retirement from the
military in 1965.

After his military retirement, he
was a Certified Polygraph Examiner
with Zale’s Corporation until his re-
tirement in 1986. After retirement,
he was an active member of VFW
Post 2494 in Irving, Texas.

Mr. Crowe was predeceased
by his parents, six siblings, and 2
wives, Agnes M. Crowe who
passed away February 14, 1987, and
Naomi Crowe who passed away
May 17, 2004.

Survivors include one son,
Dennis Crowe and wife Noel of
Carrollton, Texas; one daughter,
Kathi Elmore and husband Jimmy
of Heath, Texas; three granddaugh-
ters, Stephanie Allen and husband
Brent of Carrollton, Texas, Melissa

Pearce of Mesquite, Texas, and
LeAnne Ramirez and husband Paul
of Sachse, Texas; six great-grand-
children, Trevor Allen, Taylor
Pearce, Christina Ramirez, Kurt
Allen, Tara Pearce, and Julianna
Ramirez; one sister, Margaret
(Dodo) Larsen of Meadowlands,
Minnesota; two “special grand-
sons”, Frankie Elmore of Irving,
Texas, and Tim Elmore of Grand
Prairie, Texas; one “special daugh-
ter”, Jeannie Smith and husband,
Rick of Irving, Texas; many addi-
tional family members and friends.

Services were held at 11 a.m.,
Friday, January 16, 2009 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel with burial following at
Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park in
Colleyville.  Prior to the service,
beginning at 9 a.m., friends were
received by the family at the funeral
home.   The family wishes to thank
Ethel Marks for her devoted daily
care of Dad, the Staff of Northgate
Plaza Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center, Irving, Texas who worked
so closely with Dad in his final
days, and also offer a special thank
you to Dr. Alexander Liang for his
compassionate heartfelt care of our
Dad.

Dad/Grandpa – you taught us
so much, we promise we’ll make
you proud! With Love, your kids.

“You’ve got to know when to
hold em, and know when to fold
em”.

Rev. Wheeles
Henry Sutton, Jr.

Rev. Wheeles Henry Sutton, Jr.
“Buck”  long-term resident of Irv-
ing and Winnsboro, Texas, passed
away at home Saturday Jan. 3, 2009
at approximately 5:30 A.M.

Born to Wheeles H. Sutton, Sr.
and Marie Rachel Hobbs on May
4, 1926, which are preceded in
death.

Also preceded in death by his
wife of 35 yrs, Edith Marie Ledbetter
Sutton, son Bobby Wood, and
grandson Jacob Alan Lindsey.

Survived by his wife of 24 yrs,
Manila Wood Sutton, one brother
Elbert Sutton, and one sister Rachel
Lorene Ledbetter.

Five Sons: David Sutton,
Roger Sutton, Michael Wood,
George Wood, and Ronnie Wood.
Three Daughters: Charlotte Davis,
Laura Lindsey, and Pat Frey. Eigh-

teen grand children, twenty-six
great grand children, lots of nieces
and nephews.

Papa Sutton retired from
Vought Aircraft = LTV, where he
worked in manufacturing. He
worked there for approximately 20+
years. After retiring, he moved to
the country, where he enjoyed
farming his land, when he wasn’t
gone fishing. He also enjoyed re-
storing his 1964 Chevy El Camino.
He loved going to church and lis-
tening to some good preaching
and good ole gospel singing. He
was a member at East Point Baptist
Church. Being an ordained li-
censed Minister he could preach.
Which he did every chance he got!
He loved all his family and friends,
which will miss him very much!

Dora Ruth Goss
Dora Ruth Goss, age 81 of

Winnsboro, passed away Friday,
December 26, 2008 at her home. She
was born in Midland on June 8,
1927 to the late William W. and

Nancy ViolaWhitworth Parker. She
was married to Artie D. Goss in
Winnsboro on June 2, 1950.

She was a homemaker and a
home health aide. Before retiring to
Winnsboro, she was a member and
Sunday School teacher for many
years at Village Baptist Church in
Irving, currently she was a member
of the East Point Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Artie Goss; grand-
son, Jeremy Goss; great-grandson,
Jay Neustupa. She is survived by
two sons, Delwin Goss of Austin,
Mark Goss and wife Linda of
Winnsboro; one daughter, Evelyn
Birlew of Quinlan; two brothers,
Dewey Parker of Statford, Ok.,
Lloyd Parker of Levelland; one sis-
ter, Joyce Brewer of Porter; four
grandchildren, Ricky Birlew of
Quinlan, Scott Birlew of Mesquite,
Daniel Birlew of Quinlan, Krystal
King of Winnsboro; as well as
twelve great-grandchildren, and
many nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

Irving ISD schools will remain
open, provided buildings can be
comfortably heated and students
can arrive at school safely. Occa-
sionally weather conditions such
as icy roads or inadequate heat
cause the closing or delayed open-
ing of schools. If schools are closed
or delayed in opening, the IISD
Superintendent will direct the Pub-
lic Information Department to no-
tify all IISD parents and staff via
the TeleParent phone notification
service between 5:30 and 6:00 a.m.

In addition, information re-
garding a change in the school day

will be posted at the IISD website,
www.irvingisd.net, and on Irving
Schools Television at Time Warner
Cable Channel 98 or Verizon FiOS
Channel 33. Area news media will
also be notified.

Decisions on closing or delay-
ing the opening of IISD schools
will be based on road conditions
within IISD, traveling conditions
for staff, and decisions of neigh-
boring school districts.

If no announcement is pro-
vided at the IISD website, Irving
Schools Television, or by area news
media, IISD schools will be open
as scheduled.

If you have any questions
about this process, call the IISD
Public Information Department at
972-215-5200 or send e-mail to
PublicInformation@irvingisd.net.

School closings
/delayed openings

Since the inception of beer and
wine sales in Irving, the Planning
and Inspections Department has
received 116 applications for the
sale of beer and wine for off-
premise consumption. Of those 116
applications, 88 have been certified

Beer and Wine Permits
as being in compliance with the
city’s ordinance provisions con-
cerning zoning and separation from
protected uses, seven have been
denied for being too close to a pro-
tected use, and 21 are still being
reviewed.

Read the
Irving Rambler

every week
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED

MY BLOODY VALENTINE    R
12:10    2:35    5:00    7:25

10:15

* PAUL BLART
MALL COP    PG

12:25    2:40    5:00    7:20
9:35

* HOTEL FOR DOGS    PG
12:05    2:30    4:55    7:20

9:50

LAST CHANCE
HARVEY    PG13

1:40    4:40    7:15    9:50

CHADNI CHOWK
TO CHINA    PG13

FRIDAY - SUNDAY ONLY
12:00    3:20    6:40    10:00

MONDAY - THURSDAY ONLY
1:00    4:30    8:00

DEFIANCE    R
12:55    4:05    7:10    10:10

NOTORIOUS    R
12:15    3:30    6:55    9:55

# BRIDE WARS    PG
12:30    1:05    2:45    4:15
5:20    7:00    7:35    9:15

9:55

* GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    7:05    9:45

# UNBORN    PG13
12:45    3:05    5:30    7:45

10:05

MARLY AND ME    PG
12:55    3:50    6:35    9:20

THE CURIOUS CASE OF
BENJIMON BUTTON    PG13

1:00    5:15    8:45

VALKYRIE    PG13
1:35    4:25    7:10    10:10

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

By Matt Mungle
Title: Paul Blart: Mall Cop
Rated: PG

Today’s family comedies are a
rare breed. Decent ones anyway.
Those that are safe enough to take
your kids to yet allow you to laugh
at things that are written for the
adults in the audience, with little
or no guilt. It is a fine balance and
sort of a lost art form. Sure, you
sacrifice a little depth and have to
give in to the predictable prat falls
and sophomoric moments but what
you gain does make up for it on
some levels.

In the latest family comedy,
Paul Blart: Mall Cop, Kevin James
(Blart) is a 10 year veteran of secu-
rity at what could be Any Mall
USA. This one just happens to be
in New Jersey. Blart takes his job
seriously. Very seriously in fact.
Transferring his dreams of a high-
way patrol career to the only beat
he has; rolling from one store to

the next on his stand up scooter
contraption. When a gang of thugs
take over the mall on Black Friday
it is up to Bart to save the day as
well as the new mall employee Amy
(Jayma Mays) who he has become
quite smitten with.

You get a little bit of every-
thing in this Steve Carr directed
film. He uses the mall location as a
character in itself. Poking fun at
normal routine always adds per-
sonality to a film. Makes it more
relatable. We have all been to the
mall and probably joked about the
security guy. I personally think this
film is a huge step forward from
Carr’s earlier endeavors which in-
clude Are We Done Yet? and Daddy
Day Care.

It is more than safe to say that
the elevating element in this one is
Kevin James. James is a brilliant
comedic actor. In many ways, he
reminds me of the late great John
Belushi. He is a big guy, but allows

his body movements and choreo-
graphed timing to make him as
graceful as any ballroom dancer. No
motion is wasted. Each turn and
pivot is funny and meant to bring
a laugh. From the slightest facial
expression or the turn of the hips,
it all adds to the overall objective,
which is comedy. Plus he has that
lovable personality that Belushi
used to his benefit. Add to that the
delivery of a John Candy and it is
easy to see why James is always a
screen success.

Paul Blart: Mall Cop is rated
PG for some violence, mild crude
and suggestive humor, and lan-
guage. Think of it as a home alone
for big kids. Co-written by James
and from the Adam Sandler produc-
tion company (and yes Allen Co-
vert is in it) this film has a little more
meat than your average family com-
edy. Enough to give it some heart
without fouling up the dialogue
and overdoing the suggestive hu-
mor. At the heart of the, well, heart,
is a lovable guy that just wants to
do the right thing. His might not
be the most glamorous position but
he knows what is important and
that is what drives him.

I will happily give it 3.5 out of
5 kiosks. It was 100% predictable
and at times slightly campy, but I
laughed a lot as did most around
me. It might have done better re-
leasing during the Holidays but still
worth putting on your family out-
ing list.

Mall Cop serves well

doing something with signs they
needed to get their ducks in a row
before the ordinance passed.”

Mr. Waldrum is not worried
about the use of Plexiglas being
prohibited by the City.

“I don’t think the Plexiglas is a
real issue, I think it is just an over-
sight,” he said.

“Most signs are made of
Plexiglas. Since they are moving
businesses towards monument
signs, 99 percent will be made with
Plexiglas faces. You use Plexiglas
faces on channel letters. If you take
pole signs out of the equation, the
remaining 99 percent of signs in
Irving would be made illegal by pro-
hibiting Plexiglas.

“I assure you, they don’t
know that restriction against
Plexiglas is in the ordinance. I think
the Council hired consultants to
help write this ordinance. I don’t
know that the staff fully under-
stood what was presented. I know
the Council didn’t fully understand
it, they were just trusting staff. I
don’t point a finger at anyone and
say it is their fault. That is why pro-
posed ordinances should be put
out to the public for two weeks or
30 days and let companies like mine
provide input on it. Or let average
Joe with a retail store give his in-
put on how he thinks the ordinance
will affect his business. If you had
30 days of that, you might see some
areas that need to be addressed.”

Continued from page 7

Input could improve
proposed ordinances

Thirty-one schools will com-
pete at the Texas Region 9 Aca-
demic Decathlon Meet scheduled
for Jan. 30-31 at MacArthur High
School.

High schools competing in the
Large Schools Division are
Coppell, Creekview, Flower
Mound, Haltom, Hebron, Irving
High, John Horn, Lewisville,
MacArthur, Marcus, McKinney
Boyd, Mesquite, Nimitz,

North Mesquite, and Richland.
Nimitz has won the regional

title 18 of the past 21 years and is
the defending Region 9 champion.

High Schools competing in the
Medium Schools Division are
Aledo, Birdville, Centennial, Frisco,
Kilgore, Liberty, McKinney, Mes-
quite Poteet, Newman Smith,
North McKinney, Pine Tree, R. L.
Turner, the Colony, Wakeland,

West Mesquite, and The Academy
of Irving ISD.

Academic Decathlon provides
high school students an opportu-
nity to experience the challenges
of rigorous academic competition
through participation in team ac-
tivities. It is designed to include

Irving ISD to host Region 9 Academic Decathlon Meet
students from all academic back-
grounds.

Teams will take tests in six ar-
eas including math, science, lan-
guage/literature, art, music, and
economics. The competition also
includes essay, speech and inter-
view components, as well as Super
Quiz. The meet’s overall topics are
Mexico & Latin America and the
novel Bless Me Ultima.

Super Quiz, scheduled for 3:30
p.m. on Jan. 31, is annually the high-
light of the meet and is open to the
public. The event will be held in
the MacArthur Gym, with public
seating on the “home side” in the
second floor gallery.

MacArthur High School is lo-
cated at 3700 N. MacArthur Blvd.
in Irving.

The Parks and Recreation
Department partnered with Pub-
lic Works/Engineering to pro-
duce a set of construction plans
for the Belt Line Road and
MacArthur Boulevard roadway
landscaping project. The
project consists of median land-
scaping, lighting and irrigation
on Belt Line Road, from Hunter
Ferrell Road to 400 feet north of
Oakview Drive, and on
MacArthur Boulevard, from
1,400 feet south of Hunter
Ferrell Road to Shady Grove
Road. Parks and Recreation cre-
ated the design/ contracts while
Public Works/Engineering com-
pleted the surveying and draft-
ing. The $1.2 million project will
go to City Council for approval
in January with construction
scheduled to begin in March.

Landscaping
Project
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and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

Provided by Rebecca Jackson
The University of Dallas re-

cently announced the appointment
of Dr. Geralyn McClure Franklin as
the next dean of the College of
Business. Dr. Franklin, currently
the dean of the College of Business
at the University of South Florida
St. Petersburg, will begin her new
role in June.

“We are excited to have Dr.
Franklin join the University of Dal-
las as our new dean of the College
of Business,” said Dr. J. William
Berry, executive vice president and
provost at the University of Dal-
las. “She has been a successful
dean and has earned national rec-
ognition for her work as a scholar,
talented administrator, and a leader
in AACSB International - The As-
sociation to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business. She knows
Texas and is eager to work with the
leadership in the Metroplex as the
University of Dallas fulfills the ob-
ligations implied by its name. Her
energy, knowledge, and enthusi-
asm will help us achieve our goals
of obtaining accreditation by
AACSB, enhancing enrollment,
and bringing more external aware-
ness to the College and the Uni-
versity.”

“I am honored to have been
selected as dean of the College of
Business at the University Dallas,”
Dr. Franklin said. “I am pleased to
be joining an institution with such
high academic standards and ex-
pectations and look forward to
working with the College of Busi-
ness faculty, staff, students, alumni,
and external stakeholders as well
as University stakeholders in
achieving the College’s current ini-
tiatives. We will also identify new
initiatives that allow us to prepare
today’s students for tomorrow’s
globally-competitive world.”

Dr. Franklin, who has led suc-
cessful accreditation efforts in her
recent deanships, brings valuable
experience to the University.

“I am looking forward to lead-
ing the College in achieving ac-
creditation by AACSB Interna-
tional - The Association to Ad-
vance Collegiate Schools of Busi-
ness, the premier accrediting
agency for business schools world-

wide,” Dr. Franklin said. “The busi-
ness programs at UD have long
been recognized for their quality
and innovativeness. The achieve-
ment of AACSB International ac-
creditation will provide a formal
external endorsement of these pro-
grams.”

Dr. Franklin became dean of
the College of Business at the Uni-
versity of South Florida St. Peters-
burg in July of 2006. She also served
as dean of the School of Business
at The University of Texas of the
Permian Basin from 1999-2006, di-
rector of the Division of Manage-
ment and Marketing at The Univer-
sity of Texas at San Antonio from
1998-1999, and chair of the Depart-
ment of Management, Marketing,
and International Business at
Stephen F. Austin State University
from 1994-1998.

During her career, Dr. Franklin
has taught in the areas of human
resource management, employee
and labor relations, and employ-
ment law. She published numerous
articles on human resource man-
agement, employment law, and
small business management and
entrepreneurship issues in various
journals. She is currently working

on a new textbook, Employment
Regulation in the Workplace: Ba-
sic Compliance for Managers.

Dr. Franklin served in various
leadership roles in academic and
professional organizations. She re-
cently completed a three-year term
on the AACSB International Board
of Directors, where she served as a
member of the Audit Committee
from 2004-2006 and chair of the
AACSB Constitution and Bylaws
Committee in 2006-2007. She is im-
mediate past president of the
United States Association for Small
Business and Entrepreneurship
and a past president of the South-
western Business Deans’ Associa-
tion, the Council of Texas Business
Deans, the Small Business Institute
(formerly the Small Business Insti-
tute Directors’ Association), the
Association for Small Business &
Entrepreneurship (formerly the
Southwestern Small Business In-
stitute Association), and the
Southwest Academy of Manage-
ment.

A Texas native, Dr. Franklin re-
ceived her Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of North Texas and her MBA
and bachelor’s degree from
Stephen F. Austin State University.

University of Dallas appoints
new College of Business dean

categories except digitally submit-
ted photography will be submitted
for state-level competition.

The IISD media fair is based
on a state-level competition spon-
sored by the Texas Computer Edu-
cation Association (TCEA) and
entries followed the same rubric by
which projects are judged at the
state level. Students have worked
on their projects since last fall and
the deadline to submit entries was
Dec. 5. Approximately 2,600 entries

Students’ work featured at Technology Media Fair
were submitted and district winners
will be highlighted at the fair.

The Academy is located at
4601 N. MacArthur in Irving.

lowing: digitized video-90 second
maximum, digitized video-90 sec-
onds to three minute maximum, ani-
mation, digitized audio-three
minute maximum, digital graphics-
original illustrated art, digital graph-
ics-product design, multipage
desktop publishing, single page
desktop publishing, user interac-
tive/branching multimedia, linear
multimedia, and website design.
Student first-place winners from all

IISD students produced
projects in 12 categories focused
on the theme “Digital Destination.”
Contest categories include the fol-

Irving ISD will host its 2008-
2009 Technology Media Fair from
6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 29 at The Academy
of Irving ISD.

Officer Gary Brockett from the Irving Police Department speaks to
Shawna Wolf and Maria Chaffin’s classes at John Haley Elementary
School regarding the basics of gun safety.

The American Library Association awarded a grant to Diana Stephens,
librarian at Union Bower Center for Learning, in the form of books
and funds, with the goal of promoting teen reading and discussions of
current young adult literature.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary y y y y Association Honors UBCLAssociation Honors UBCLAssociation Honors UBCLAssociation Honors UBCLAssociation Honors UBCL

Fire Station No. 11, 6200 Love
Drive, has received a new engine.
Firefighters are being trained on the
engine’s equipment prior to it be-
ing placed into service.

Elementary Safety Lessons New FNew FNew FNew FNew Fire Engineire Engineire Engineire Engineire Engine


