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senting information about Martin
Luther King, Jr. by using a fresh

A commitment to technology
has helped define the Irving ISD.
Through bond programs and a
dedication to making education rel-
evant to students, the Irving
School District maintains thou-
sands of computers, which en-
hance the education of students at
all levels. Through one of the most
ambitious programs in the state,
Irving ISD provides a laptop to
every student enrolled in high
school.

“We are in the middle of the
eighth year of the laptop program
at the Irving ISD, which is focused
at the high school level,” said Dr.
Alice Owen, IISD’s Executive Di-
rector of Technology. “When The
Academy was built in 2001, it was
decided to provide a laptop to all

Spaghetti and change fill annual luncheonSpaghetti and change fill annual luncheonSpaghetti and change fill annual luncheonSpaghetti and change fill annual luncheonSpaghetti and change fill annual luncheon
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Irving Branch of the
NAACP presented its Annual Spa-
ghetti Luncheon in honor of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Geor-
gia Farrow Recreation Center on
Jan. 19. Entitled Living the Dream,
this year’s luncheon took place the

day before President Obama’s in-
auguration.

Keynote speaker, Dr. Darryl
Howard, a professor of Major
World Religion at North Lake Col-
lege, spoke to a packed audience.
After the dining area was filled with
participants, late comers found

places on the floor outside of the
dining area to listen, to enjoy the
program and eat lunch.

During his presentation, Dr.
Howard stressed the importance of
affecting positive change in our
families, schools, workplaces, com-
munities and nation. He defined the

seven core values necessary in the
content of our characters to bring
about change:

The Spirit of Unity
The Spirit of Integrity
The Spirit of Excellence
The Spirit of Servant-hood
The Spirit of Communication
The Spirit of Accountability
The Spirit of Joy.

He also spoke about the im-
portance of the hope the new Presi-
dent brings to young people and
the Civil Rights Movement.

“I am excited, because with the
inauguration of President Barack

Obama I now realize that the ceil-
ing that once hindered our ambi-
tions in this nation has been de-
stroyed,” Dr. Howard said. “I am
excited, because what my father
said when I was a young toddler is
true. We need to share this with
our young people. We need to
share this with everyone who we
come into contact with as we are
helping the President to bring about
change in this nation. We need to
let people know, ‘Yes, you can do
whatever it is you set your mind to
do in this world so long as you are

Radio show offers a
blast from the past
By Jess Paniszczyn

The KMLK Radio Show, 1960
AM, One American Voice, took au-
dience members back to a time
when radio was still king. Presented
by the City of Irving, the KMLK
Radio Show brought the historic
events surrounding Dr. King and
the Civil Rights Movement to life
through music, dance and video in
a performance at the Irving Arts
Center on Jan. 19.

“We were successful at pre-

of the students. The whole school
was focused around the use of
technology. The program was such
a success that they wanted to ex-
tend the program to the other three
high schools. So gradually over the
next two years, the District rolled
out a laptop for every high school
student.

“The program is not without
its challenges. The District has al-
most 10,000 laptops in the hands
of students that we maintain and
roll out every year. The District
checks out laptops to students at
the beginning of the school year
and then picks them up in summer
to clean, re-image, and add new
software if we need to. The logis-
tics of the program is quite an enor-
mous challenge.”

One of the greatest challenges
technology brings, is a change in
the dynamic of the traditional class-
room and the need for additional
teacher education.

“We’ve worked over the years
to provide a lot of training for teach-
ers. Laptops really change the na-
ture of the classroom. The program
shifts the locus of control from the
teacher to the student. Typically in
the past, many teachers would
stand up at the front of the class
and lecture to the students. With
laptops, you just can’t do that,” Dr.
Owen said.

“Teachers must get students
involved. Teachers need to under-
stand how to put students in
groups and work in groups, and
teach them about doing research

Education meets technology at Irving ISD
and make sure they go to appropri-
ate sites. There is a lot of training
the teachers need to go through in
order to make the laptops work ef-
fectively in their classrooms.

“Teachers also learn the best
ways to make use of the laptops to
teach their content areas. Teach-
ers have met in content area teams
to discuss and share ideas about
how a laptop might be best used
for math, English or social studies.

“I think more and more teach-
ers are comfortable with the laptops
now and are using them a lot more
in their classrooms.”

Students seem to value learn-
ing to integrate technology into
their education.

Filling the church with music and praise, the Singing Men of North Central Texas join the Plymouth
Park Baptist Church’s choir to give a special performance in the church.

Raising their voices in song

See MLK, Page 4

See TECHNOLOGY, Page 5

See ANNUAL, Page 8



POLICE & FIRE

The Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2009

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The
Irving Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use,
without permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is
prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or
interesting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages
submission of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people,
life, business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc.,
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

Irving Rambler.
The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does

not constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
reject or edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and
editor are not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 6 Issue 4 is published weekly for $25
dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX
75060. Periodicals postage prices paid at Irving, Texas. POSTMAS-
TER: Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731,
Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The
Irving Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and
public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon
Monday, prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject
to editing.  Opinions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles,
editorial, or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily those
of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff member. All
articles, press releases, photographs and other materials submitted be-
come the property of The

January 24, 2009 www.irvingrambler.comPage 2 The Irving Rambler

Send Payment to
P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Structure Fire/Pos-
sible Arson: 01-15-09
Residents of the Re-
gal Parc Apartments
reported an active in

blaze in an upstairs apartment. Po-
lice and IFD responded to find a
large fire that required immediate
evacuation of the entire building.
The fire was successfully extin-
guished, but approximately twelve
families were displaced. The Ameri-
can Red Cross responded to assist
with those in need of shelter. There
were no injuries

Suspicious Package/Bomb Squad
Response: 01-16-09  Employees
from Horizon Distributors, a sprin-

kler equipment supply company
located in the 3400 block of
Conflans Rd., called police after
finding suspicious contents inside
a package from a known vendor.
The package was supposed to con-
tain sprinkler heads. Instead, it was
packed with a metal ammunition box
that was marked “explosives.” The
bomb squad responded and deter-
mined that the box contained rifle
ammunition. Conflans Rd. was
closed for approximately ninety
minutes. No criminal intent is sus-
pected.

Aggravated Robbery: 01-16-09 at
6:27 p.m.  The complainant arrived
in the 1600 block of W. Northgate
Drive to visit a friend. As he walked
up to the door, the suspect came
up from behind him and placed a
hand gun to his back. The suspect
threatened to shoot him if he did
not give him his money. The sus-
pect ran from the location. There
were no injuries and the suspect
was not located.

Aggravated Robbery: 01-16-09 at
6:38 p.m.  The suspects entered the
Subway restaurant in the 700 block
of E. Irving Blvd. Two of them dis-
played handguns and demanded
money from customers along with
obtaining cash from the employees
and cash register. Suspects left in
a black Lincoln south bound on
Falcon.

Aggravated Assault: 01-17-09 at
2:00 a.m.  The complainant and his
brother were driving north bound
on Hilburn Ct in a Dodge Durango
when unknown suspects fired a .45
cal pistol striking the vehicle seven
times. One round penetrated the
driver door then struck the com-
plainant in the right knee. The
round did not penetrate the
complainant’s skin, and he required
no medical attention.

Double Fatality Accident: 01-18-09
at 7:44 p.m.  Both complainants
were each riding a motorcycle at a
high rate of speed west bound in
the 1400 block of East Airport Free-
way (SH 183). Traffic was stopped
for unrelated debris in the roadway
and both motorcycles were travel-
ing too fast to stop. They collided
with each other and then struck a
van. Both motorcycles struck four
other vehicles before coming to
rest. The complainants were de-
ceased at the scene. Hit & Run and
ID were called to the scene.
Vehicle 1 – 2002 Honda CBR954
(black)
Operator – Luchreica Lucas (fe-
male-21) of Ft Worth – Deceased
Vehicle 2 – 2004 Suzuki Hyabusa
(black)
Operator – Eldridge Hill (male-42)
of Ft Worth – Deceased

Suspicious Persons/Evading Ar-
rest: 01-19-09 at 3:11 p.m.  De-
ployed in the 43 beat for the pur-
pose of detecting burglars, an of-
ficer noticed a vehicle with several
males in it driving aimlessly in the
3200 block of Finley Rd. A short
time later, he noticed the vehicle at
the El Morocco Apts. at 3200
Finley Rd. and the driver was argu-
ing with someone in the parking
lot. When the vehicle left the park-
ing lot, contact was made with a
man who indicated that the occu-
pants of the vehicle had stolen
property from him recently. Offic-
ers stopped the vehicle at Harvard
and Strait St. and a passenger im-
mediately fled on foot, but was ap-
prehended a short distance
away. The ensuing investigation
implicated the passenger in a bur-
glary that occurred at the residence
of the man they’d been arguing
with. The passenger was charged
with evading arrest and Investiga-
tion of burglary of a habitation. The
driver was also arrested for a class
C violation and Investigation of
theft. 

The Irving Police Department
website has links to many helpful
and useful topics/areas of informa-
tion.

One of the additions is a sec-
tion that lists many of the recently
approved guidelines put in place
concerning convenience store

Police website updated
safety along with information as to
why the guidelines were adopted,
a video and a link to a list of train-
ing dates for convenience store
employees and a video. Visit the
Irving Police Department website
for a detailed look at this addition
to the site: www.irvingpd.com.

Irving Fire Department responded to 331 incidents.
The Fire incidents

   85  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

     7  Structure Fires
      1  Special Operations
      4   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  33 Major Accidents
  98 Major Medical
  15 Heart Attacks
  33 Difficulty Breathing
  36 Trauma Related
  19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Jan 15 - 21, 2009

01-16:    Firefighters responded to a three alarm fire in the 2400
block of N MacArthur. One civilian was treated at the scene.
The fire is under investigation.
Firefighters responded to a one alarm fire in the 500 block of W
6th at a condemned building. One firefighter was treated for mi-
nor injuries.

Comments:

972.790.3223
Serving Irving since 1977

Concrete work, gravel drives,
pave stone, drainage corrections

A-1 Tractor Service
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
January 24 from 9:30am - 4:30pm
Teen Court volunteers - A training
session for students interested in
volunteering for Teen Court’s
spring term will be held from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Criminal Jus-
tice Center, 305 N. O’Connor Blvd.
Teens age 14 and older who are
enrolled in high school may par-
ticipate in the program. Teen Court
volunteers are trained to act as law-
yers, clerks, bailiffs and jurors to
determine sentences for teens with
Class C misdemeanor offenses. In
return for this service, volunteers
receive community service hours
and gain valuable experience and
information about the legal system.
Adults, including attorneys who
are interested in working with
youth, also are welcome. For more
information, call 972-721-3601. Ap-
plications are available at all Irving
high schools and at
www.cityofirving.org/municipal-
courts/teen-court.html.

January 24 from 10am -1pm
Analog Television Recycling - Be-
ginning Feb. 17, federal law will re-
quire that all full-power television
broadcast stations broadcast only
in digital. Many Irving residents
have chosen to make the switch to
digital televisions due to the up-
coming regulation change. The city
will offer an analog TV recycling
event from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at City
Hall. This opportunity is made pos-
sible by a grant prepared in coop-
eration with the North Central Texas
Council of Governments through
funding from the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality.

January 26 at 9:30am
Twentieth Century Book Review
Club - The Twentieth Century Book
Review Club will meet at 9:30 a.m.
at the Garden and Arts Center, 906
Senter St. Sharron Lucky will re-
view QUITE HONESTLY by John
Martimer. 

January 26 at 11:30
League of Women Voters - The
League will continue to examine the
National Popular Vote (NPV) Com-
pact as an alternate to the Electoral
College to elect the President of the
United States at 11:30 in the Irving
Library auditorium. The meeting is
open to the public, and guests are
welcome. If you have any ques-
tions, call 214-697-2587.

January 26 at 6:15pm
Heritage Society Program - The
story of the building of Texas Sta-
dium and bringing the Dallas Cow-
boys to Irving will be presented by
former mayors Robert H. Power, Sr.

and R. Dan Matkin with first hand
details of that major project in the
Central Library Auditorium, 801
West Irving Blvd. Refreshments will
be served. The public is encour-
aged to attend. The Heritage Soci-
ety general meeting will be held at
6:15pm.

January 26 - 27
James Surls sculpture - The Irv-
ing Arts Center celebrates the ar-
rival of Star Flower, a monumental
sculpture by American artist James
Surls, with two public events:
Meet-and-greet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 26
Official dedication and reception
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Jan. 27
Star Flower, commissioned by the
Arts Center, sits permanently in the
Sculpture Garden’s reflecting pool.
The Sculpture Garden is free to the
public and features original sculp-
tures by Texas and national artists.

January 27 from noon - 1pm
Bereavement Lunch - Ginny
Robinson, a registered nurse and
coordinator of the Healing Matters
grief support program, will be the
featured speaker at the bereave-
ment luncheon hosted by the Vis-
iting Nurse Association. Ms.
Robinson will speak on “Helping
the Hurt: A Support Group Might
Be the Answer.” The luncheon is
from noon to 1 p.m. at the Church
of the Incarnation on 3966
McKinney Avenue in Dallas. There
is no cost to attend the luncheon,
but reservations are requested and
can be made through Jan. 27 by
calling 214-689-2633.

January 27 at 7pm
Community Input Meeting - The
Irving Public Library invites resi-
dents to help plan the new North-
west Branch Library by participat-
ing in a community input meeting
at 7 p.m. at the Northwest Recre-
ation Center, 2800 Cheyenne St.
Interested residents will have the
opportunity to provide input to city
staff and the project architects. The
new library will replace the existing
storefront location and is slated to
open in 2010. For more information,
call 972-721-2606.

January 27 at 7pm
GOP Republican Club - The Irving
GOP Republican Club meets at
7PM in theIrving Community
Building, 135 South Jefferson
Street, 75060 in Heritage
District. Speaker: David Ferneding
with Morgan Stanley Financial.
Topic: “The financial impact of the
current financial crisis.”

January 30 from 6 - 8pm
VFW Dinner - The Junior Girls Unit
of Ladies Auxiliary, VFW Post 2494,
will serve dinner at the Post from 6
to 8 PM. Meal will include Sloppy
Joe sandwiches, potato salad, and
baked beans at a cost of $5 per
plate. In addition the girls will hold
a cake sale during dinner. The pub-
lic is invited to attend. VFW Post
2494 is located at 3375 Belt Line
Road, just south of Shady
Grove. For more information on the
dinner, call 972-790-1611.

January 30 - 31 at 8pm
An Evening with Donna
McKechnie - The Tony Award-win-
ning star of A Chorus Line brings
her one woman show to Lyric Stage
for two powerhouse performances
at 8 p.m. in the Carpenter Perfor-
mance Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur
Blvd, Irving, $21-41, 972-252-2787
or www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets.

Want to lower your risk for
type 2 diabetes and heart disease?
Losing just a few pounds can make
a big difference. A study called the
Diabetes Prevention Program
showed that dropping even just 5
to 10 percent of your weight can
prevent or delay diseases like type
2 diabetes. For a 180 pound per-
son, 5 percent is just 9 pounds.

In the United States today, one
in five people have diabetes, and
heart disease is the leading cause
of death. Losing weight lowers
your risk in several ways, and
health experts say there’s one key
to slimming down: Go slowly. Most
of us succeed by making one small

change at a time. Little by little, the
small changes you make will add
up to a big difference.

When it comes to losing
weight, there are two places to fo-
cus — healthy eating and exercise.
But eating healthy doesn’t have to
mean going on a diet, or even swear-
ing off chocolate cake (not com-
pletely).

“What’s most important is to
choose more vegetables, whole
grains and fruit every day,” Dr.
Jamy Ard of the University of Ala-
bama, Birmingham Department of
Nutrition Sciences, said. “These
high-fiber foods provide disease
fighting nutrients, fill you up, and

keep you full longer so that you
are less likely to snack on high calo-
rie foods.”

Here are some tips for healthy
weight loss:

Focus on the positive. Instead
of thinking about what not to eat,
focus on foods you should eat
more of, like veggies, whole grains
and fruits. You’ll probably find that
when you fill up on these healthful
snacks, you won’t have much room
left for “junk.” Using this strategy,
you can actually eat more food
than you eat now, but get fewer
calories, the basic recipe for suc-
cessful weight loss.

Get moving. You don’t have

to train for a marathon in order to
get benefits from physical activity.
Adding just a little bit of activity to
your day will improve your health.
The key is to start slowly. If you’re
not very active now, start by try-
ing to walk for 5 or 10 minutes a
few days a week. Then work up to
a 30-minute brisk walk most days.

Shop on the edge. Grocers tend
to stock the healthiest items
around the sides of the store. Head
for the fruit and vegetable aisle, and
you’ll have less of an appetite for
the processed foods in the middle.
Try to shop when you’re not hun-
gry and stick to your grocery list
so you won’t be tempted by those

high-calorie treats. Aim to keep lots
of healthy foods on hand and ready
to eat, and keep those cupboards
clear of fatty foods and sweets.

To learn more about how
weight loss can lower your risk for
type 2 diabetes and heart disease,
call the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation at 1-800-DIABETES (342-
2383), e-mail AskADA@diabetes
.org or visit www.CheckUpAmerica
.org. Be sure to ask for your copy
of “Healthy Eating: Make It Hap-
pen.”
Courtesy of ARAcontent

The 5-percent plan: Preventing diabetes and heart disease

The first phase of the newly
adopted dumpster enclosure regu-
lations requires the relocation of
dumpsters visible from the street
no later than March 2. Staff has
developed a communication strat-
egy for the business community
and is distributing information that
outlines the new provisions and
deadlines for compliance.

Read the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the IrRead the Irving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERving Rambler EVERY Y Y Y Y WEEKWEEKWEEKWEEKWEEK

Dumpster
Enclosures
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center

FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Faith Temple Baptist Church
525 North Sowers Rd

Irving, TX 75061
972.253.5021

www.faithtemplecares.com
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6 p.m.

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7 p.m.

Make sure your notices are placed
in a newspaper where people will

actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad. To purchase classified ads

pamb@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20                          Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

Roommate
Available
non-smoker
pet friendly

469-867-4963

MOB Homes for rent
2+3 BR> Lot+water

included-deposit+
REF Reqd.

972-986-7100

LEGAL
NOTICE

Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a
Mixed Beverage
Restaurant Permit

with Food and
Beverage Certificate

by
El Fenix Corporation
dba El Fenix - Irving

Texas, to be located at
3911 West Airport
Freeway, Irving,

Dallas County, Texas.
Officers of said
corporation are:

Michael David Karns
CEO/Secretary;
Gregory Thomas

Cook -
CFO; Arnold Wyatt

Hurt - President; John
Michael McBride Jr. -
VP-Operations; Robert
Jack Martinez - VP-

Finance

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,

wbfp,appl,fenced,no
pets. 972-253-0973

Project Manager/
Superintendent needed

with 3+ years
experience in solar

field construction
management.

Expertise to include
PV installation and

CSP
construction;utility
scale.Competitive
pay/benefits.Email

Solarproject@
hotmail.com

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

ROOMMATE
AVAILABLE

ITEMS
FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME
FOR RENT

HELP
WANTED

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

White Amana Gas
Stove

214-675-6493

GARAGE
SALES

ITEMS
FOR SALE

WORSHIP
First Church of Christ, Scientist
2250 W. Pioneer Dr, Irving, 75061
972-253-7202   www.hhjm.com/cs

Sun & Sun school: 10am, Wed 7:30pm
Religious programs 214-447-9678

Reading Room  Mon-Sat 10 am-1 pm

Don’t ever again say -
 No one cares about you!

The Encouragers Class is here for YOU!
10 years ago when I needed help it
worked for me. Come on over and meet
Joe The Preacher!

And Class members Zig & Jean Ziglar.
6801 W.Park Plano,Texas 75093

972-820-5315 Pastor Joe Schofield
jschofield@prestonwood.org

Church of Christ

Southern Baptist

Disciples of Christ

Independent Bible

Christian Science

Southern Baptist

United Methodist

Sunday Morning Encouragers Class
Meets at 9;15 a.m. in the Prestonwood

Baptist Church Chapel

Buy the
Irving Rambler WEEKLY

script for a radio show. From the
audience’ comments and after-
wards from our survey, it appears
that the radio concept worked. Dr.
King was one of the best orators in
the world and the radio concept
was a means to highlight that tal-
ent.

“Through the program, we
were able to delve in to his thought
process on subjects like what com-
pelled him to become involved in
the Civil Rights Movement and
how he stayed strong even in his
moments of weakness. People think
of King as a leader of the move-
ment, but often people don’t think
of the weak moments leaders have.

“The audience also heard how he
wanted to be remembered. Cities
represent him with programs, and
television specials feature his life
and his works. But though our pro-
gram, we were able to hear in his
own words how he wants us to re-
member him. That was pretty pro-
found.

“I hope people left our pro-
gram inspired to do better, to be
better people and do more for their
community,” she said.

approach in communicating his
views on different issues. We were
able to celebrate Dr. King for ev-
erything he has done and for all of
the windows of opportunity his life
opened up for other individuals,”

said Jacqueline Madden, the
program’s writer and Special
Events Coordinator for the City.

“The program was a creative
challenge, because it was some-
thing we had never done before. It
was the first time I had written a

Continued from page 1

MLK remembered through his own words

Spinning stacks of wax, program emcee Greg Reaves mans the
airways at KMLK 1960 AM.
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Day after day I hear hurting people say,
“I am sick of  church and I am tired of  religion.”

Church does not save souls and religion does not transform lives,
only Jesus does as revealed and demonstrated in the Word of God.

Would you like to see the transforming power of  God’s Word work in your life to bless
others?
Are you a person who loves to disciple children’s hearts toward the Lord?

Then perhaps your gift is teaching children.
If you have a knack for the internet and want to use it for God’s glory,

perhaps you have the gift of evangelism or administration.
If music is your passion and you desire to lead others in worship then

perhaps you have the gift of exhortation.
Do you have a heart that loves to make people feel at home?

Then perhaps your gift is mercy or hospitality.
YOU and I are God’s hands, feet and heart in the lives of  people.

We don’t just go to church, we ARE the church.

We are excited to announce a groundbreaking opportunity for you to come and be
a part of a new and dynamic ministry where we purpose to study the Word of God line
upon line, precept upon precept for the equipping of  the saints for the work of  the min-
istry, reach the lost for Christ and to glorify God.

We invite YOU to come join US in this endeavor!

We Need You!

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meets temporarily in FH103 of the Fellowship Center at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd. Irving, TX. 75061
Sundays @ 4pm and Tuesdays @ 7pm.

Our service times have been chosen to respect the service times of PPBC.

Contact information:
214-404-1899

information@wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com

laptops. When the grant ran out,
we didn’t have any more money to
replace the laptops at those two
schools. They have kept them for
a long time and both of those
schools still have them, but they
have pulled the laptops back, put
them on carts and keep them at the
school.

“The District has put more
carts in all of our elementary and
middle schools to provide more
technology to those students as
well. All elementary and middle
schools will be receiving more carts,
but the students will not be taking
the laptops home like they did dur-
ing the grant project.

“The goal is to get as much
technology into the hands of stu-
dents as is possible.”

Integrating technology into
the classroom gives students ad-
vantages, but the direct results of
those advantages can be difficult
to define.

“It is really hard to pinpoint
whether technology is the sole
cause of rising test scores or not.
But we think in terms of test scores
that where technology is best imple-
mented, is where we are getting the
best increase in test scores. Acad-
emy High School has been doing
overall much better than the other
high schools in their tests over the
past few years. Whether that is
because of laptops or not, I don’t
know. There are lots of other fac-
tors. Technology is just a tool. We
want to use it to the best advan-
tage.

“There are studies out there
that show if students use technol-
ogy, it dramatically improves their
writing skills. I think attitudes to-
wards school are definitely im-
proved. There is typically an initial
response in terms of fewer behav-
ior problems and increased atten-
dance, which we saw every time we
implemented a program in the Dis-
trict. Those tend to wear off over
time, because the newness of the
program wears off. If teachers keep
that excitement and enthusiasm
about using technology as a tool
in the classroom to learn more and
find information quicker, I think that
is important,” she said.

As the price of computer tech-
nology and software continues to
decline, school districts around the
state may choose to replace text-
books with laptops.

“One of the things, we are look-
ing for is some flexibility from the
state level on how we are using text-
books and technology. Right now
the state has a shortage on text-
book funds available, because of
the economic downturn. Maybe
this is a time when we could start
thinking about technology provid-
ing a better textbook with up to
date information,” Dr. Owen said.

“Once you print a book, you
are stuck with it for seven to ten
years, and you cannot refresh the
information in a hard-back text-
book. The digital world provides
great, current resources to students
that could be of great value to them.
Having laptops gives students the
ability to have some textbooks
online.

“We have been working with
the publishers to get as many digi-
tal copies of our textbooks as pos-
sible. Many of the high school
classes are not checking out books
to students, so teachers ask stu-

dents to download a copy to their
laptop. Not all of the textbooks are
available online. Over the coming
years, I think you will see a huge
push for all of the textbook pub-
lishers to have digital copies pro-
vided. It is a transition we are go-
ing through now.”

The use of laptops in schools
has had a profound affect on Spe-
cial Education students, according
to Dr. Nancy Young, an Assistive
Technology/Behavior Specialist for
IISD.

“The District has awesome
software,” Dr. Young said. “We re-
ceived a grant from a company
three or four years ago, which gave
us license to use their software with
a talking word processor anywhere
under the auspices of the District.
Any student in the District whether
they are an English language
learner, dyslexic, or have trouble
reading has access to a word pro-
cessor that will talk as they type. It

several years, they worked on strat-
egies and learning how to use
laptops at the middle school and
elementary level as a part of a re-
search study to find out what
works and what doesn’t at those
levels,” Dr. Owen said.

“We found out that elemen-
tary students do a great job of tak-
ing care of the laptops. We didn’t
lose a single one of them during
that grant period at the elementary
school. Very few of them were bro-
ken. We were surprised. We were a
little concerned that elementary
students might not be as careful
with the laptops. But they were
actually more careful with the
laptops than the older kids were.

“The middle school students
were a little harder on the laptops.
They are not as hard on them as
the high school students are. I
don’t know the reason for that. I
think the younger students might
have treasured them as a tool they
might not have otherwise had.

“Many of the students took
the laptops home and used them
with their families. I think that was
a big benefit of this program as
well.

“Unfortunately, we do not
have enough money through the
District Bond Program to fully fund
all the elementary and middle
school students with one to one

“Students in the laptop pro-
gram have much more positive at-
titudes towards school. The kids
understand this is a tool that will
benefit them in the future. There
are very few jobs out there that
don’t require some use of a com-
puter. Students realize it is impor-
tant for them to learn these skills
so they will be ready when they go
to college or get a job.

“We must prepare students
with the skills for 21st century jobs.
If we are not doing that in the class-
room, it is a real disservice to the
kids. When students graduate from
schools in Irving, we want them to
be ready no matter what they want
to do. If they want to go to a junior
college, a four-year college or into
the workforce, they need to be well
prepared to manage whatever
comes their way.”

In previous years, students at-
tending Lively Elementary School
and de Zavala Middle School were
also provided laptops for the
school.

“The District won a TIP (Tech-
nology Immersion Pilot) grant
about four or five years ago to start
a vertical team. We added on
laptops at de Zavala Middle School
and Lively Elementary School,
which were in a vertical cluster with
Irving High School at the time. For

reads their words back to them. The
same software has a universal
reader, which can read aloud any-
thing downloaded to their laptop.

“For some of our life skill stu-
dents with more cognitive chal-
lenges, there is a talking check-
book.

“We have some students who
are very bright and are visually im-
paired. Those students have spe-
cial software that magnifies the
screen.

“The laptops have helped me
immensely, because Special Educa-
tion doesn’t have a large budget
to go out and buy laptops. Our stu-
dents have access to laptops
through the District just like the
General Ed students do. We just
add special software for our kids if
they need it. It depends on what
the student needs.

“The neat thing is the laptops
do help even the playing field for a
lot of kids,” she said.

Continued from page 1
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Irving ISD Fine Arts Depart-
ment will present the middle and
high school IISD All-City Band
Concert starting at 4 p.m. Jan. 24 at
Nimitz High School Auditorium.

Following auditions held in
October, 79 high school musicians
and 88 middle school musicians
were selected from approximately
300 entries. For the high school
band, 31 students were selected
from MacArthur High School, 26
from Nimitz High School, and 22
from Irving High School. For the
middle school band, 24 students
were selected from Bowie Middle
School, 24 from de Zavala Middle
School, 19 from Lamar Middle

School, nine from Travis middle
school, four from Crockett Middle
School, three from Houston Middle
School, and two from Austin
Middle School.

In preparation for the concert,
guest conductors will have clinics
for students. The middle school
band will perform Great Movie Ad-
ventures, Sabre Dance, and Pirates
of the Carribbean. High school per-
formances will include The Jig is
Up, An American Elegy, and Bugles
and Drums.

For a complete list of students
named to All-City bands, access
www.i rv ingisd .ne t /a r t ic les /
allcityband2009.htm.

All-City Band results
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IN GOD WE TRUST
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The Dallas Regional Mobility
Coalition (DRMC) recently an-
nounced the transportation advo-
cacy group’s new slate of officers
for 2009. The appointments are as
follows:
Ellis County Judge Chad Adams,
co-chair;
Cedar Hill Mayor Rob Franke, co-

Omni Hotels recently an-
nounced that it acquired a 50%
stake in the Bob’s Steak & Chop
House brand. Building on the
restaurant’s culinary reputation,
the hotel company will extend the
steakhouse experience to additional
locations in 2009.

Bob’s currently has restau-
rants in the Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex as well as at the Omni
San Francisco Hotel. Recent expan-
sions will include new restaurants
at the Omni Tucson National Re-
sort and the Omni Fort Worth Ho-
tel this month. Additional locations
at Omni Hotels as well as free-
standing sites are also under con-
sideration in top markets across the
US.

“This new partnership with
Bob’s enables us to further our
culinary reputation with an exem-
plary dining experience for our

hosted by Lindero Ranch and
KIB.”

“The KIB Green Team is avail-
able to work with any organization
or business in our city to help with
Green Events or Green Meetings,”
said Randy Boatright, KIB Board
President.

For more information on host-
ing a Green Event, call 972-721-
2175.

KIB partners with Lindero Ranch to promote Green Events
Provided by Rick Hose

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) is
recently announced a partnership
with Lindero Ranch as part of a city-
wide effort to make all events
cleaner and greener. The first Green
Event for Lindero Ranch was the

Annual Banquet of the Interna-
tional Code Council’s North Texas
Chapter, held Jan. 10. While the 180-
plus attendees enjoyed the ambi-
ance of the Old West, they also
demonstrated their environmental
stewardship by recycling glass,

plastic and aluminum in containers
provided by the Keep Irving Beau-
tiful Green Team.

“The owners and staff at
Lindero Ranch are excited to be a
part of this new venture, and were
a pleasure to work with,” said Rick

Hose, KIB coordinator. “They as-
sisted us in the placement of Green
Event signs, banners, and recy-
cling stations prior to the banquet,
and collected an estimated 100
pounds of recyclables which were
taken to the city drop-off center
instead of being diverted to a land-
fill. We expect this to be the first of
many successful Green Events

Alaska to $4.07 billion in Califor-
nia.

NSF/ODP Cost per Household
- The national annual NSF cost

per household with checking ac-
counts is approximately $368.
- Active households (defined as the
20.2 million households with bank
or credit union accounts who write
the majority of NSF items) pay
$1,472 in annual NSF fees.

NSF/ODP Transactions
- The average United States

household with a banking account
incurs 12.7 NSF fees per year.
- Bank and credit union data used
in Bretton Woods’ modeling deter-
mined 1.28 billion separate check
and electronic NSF items.
- An estimated 20.2 million house-
holds with bank or credit union
accounts write the majority of NSF
items (1.02 billion) incurring $29.7
billion in NSF fees or approximately
$1,472 in fees per active household.

State-by-State Analysis
Using California as an ex-

ample, it is estimated that checking
account holders paid more than
$4.07 billion in NSF/ODP fees in
2008. When you consider the num-
ber of households with checking
accounts in California, it is esti-
mated that, on average, Califor-
nians paid $366.05 per household
in NSF/ODP fees in 2008. In total,
Californians spend 0.6 percent of
their median household income on
NSF/ODP fees.

New research by Bretton
Woods Inc., a bank strategy con-
sulting firm, details, by state, the
amount in overdraft protection and
non-sufficient fund fees collected
by banks and credit unions in
2008. 

“It’s becoming very clear that
banks are increasingly reliant on
fees resulting from overdrawn
checking accounts for income,”
said G. Michael Flores, bank strate-
gist. “Nationally, the average
household now has more than 12
overdraft transactions per year and

Dallas Regional Mobility Coalition
announces new Board Officers

chair;
Dallas City Councilwoman Linda
Koop, vice chair;
Irving City Councilman Rick
Stopfer, treasurer; and
Duncanville City Councilman
Grady Smithey; secretary.

“I look forward to working
alongside this group of respected

leaders determined to identify and
support feasible transportation so-
lutions that will benefit our entire
region,” said John Carpenter, ex-
ecutive director of the DRMC.
“Their knowledge and expertise will
continue to be very valuable dur-
ing the 81st Texas Legislative Ses-
sion.”

pays $368 per year in fees. We see
no reason for this trend to change.
Bounced check fees and overdraft
protection will have a larger and
larger financial impact on house-
holds.”
Key Findings:

Fee Income
- Bank and credit union income

from non-sufficient funds (NSF)
and overdraft  program (ODP) fees
exceed $37 billion.
- NSF/ODP fee income by state
ranges from nearly $73 million in

Banks and credit unions collect $37billionBanks and credit unions collect $37billionBanks and credit unions collect $37billionBanks and credit unions collect $37billionBanks and credit unions collect $37billion
in fees on oin fees on oin fees on oin fees on oin fees on overdraverdraverdraverdraverdrawn checking accountswn checking accountswn checking accountswn checking accountswn checking accounts

guests,” said Mike Deitemeyer,
president of Omni Hotels. “Bob’s
is one of America’s great steak
houses, and it is a tremendous as-
set to our food and beverage port-
folio as well as a wonderful dining
destination for guests and locals
alike.”

As an American prime
steakhouse, Bob’s combines fine
wines and large cuts of prime
steaks, chops and seafood.

“Since the opening of our first
Bob’s Steak & Chop House in Dal-
las, TX in 1993, the name ‘Bob’s’
has been synonymous with a great
steakhouse experience,” said Bill
Lenox of Bob’s Steak & Chop
House. “We have enjoyed a long
and prosperous relationship with
Omni Hotels and are looking for-
ward to opening additional loca-
tions in select markets in the next
few years.”

Omni acquires stakOmni acquires stakOmni acquires stakOmni acquires stakOmni acquires stake in Bob’e in Bob’e in Bob’e in Bob’e in Bob’sssss
Steak & Chop House brandSteak & Chop House brandSteak & Chop House brandSteak & Chop House brandSteak & Chop House brand

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

New Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

The Irving Central Library’s
Job Center is providing a series of
free workshops to help residents
with needed skills find a job in
today’s marketplace. Daily classes
at 2 p.m. Jan. 27-30. Topics include
writing résumés, interviewing,
online job searching and company
research. Call 972-721-2606.

Job Job Job Job Job WWWWWorkshopsorkshopsorkshopsorkshopsorkshops
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ing are you most likely to invest in
for your internal accounting and
finance staff in the next two
years?” Their responses:
Information technology........   30%
Accounting or finance..........   26%
Management..........................   16%
Soft skills.................................     8%
Other........................................     0%
None........................................   18%
Don’t know/no answer..........     2%
                                                                                   100%

“Employers seek accountants
who are able to maximize technol-
ogy to reduce inefficiencies and
enhance profitability,” said Max
Messmer, chairman of
Accountemps. “Industry trends
such as the impending U.S. adop-
tion of International Financial Re-
porting Standards (IFRS) are driv-
ing demand for professionals with
IT systems proficiency and exper-
tise with new regulations and re-
porting standards.”

Provided by Jamie Carpen
Training is taking a back seat

to other priorities in some depart-
ments, a new survey suggests.
Nearly one in five (18 percent) chief
financial officers (CFOs) inter-
viewed said they don’t expect to
offer employee training in the next
two years. Among companies that
do have training programs
planned, 30 percent of finance ex-
ecutives plan to invest in informa-
tion technology (IT) skills devel-
opment and another 26 percent
foresee offering courses in ac-
counting and finance.  

The survey was developed by
Accountemps and conducted by
an independent research firm. It
was based on telephone interviews
with more than 1,400 CFOs across
the United States.

CFOs were asked, “Which of
the following types of skills train-

While employers may be
tempted to eliminate training bud-
gets during lean times, investing
in staff education should be an
ongoing priority.

“Forgoing professional devel-
opment programs could cause firms
to fall behind, hindering their pro-
ductivity as well as their retention
efforts when the economy im-
proves,” Messmer said.

Accountemps offers the fol-
lowing five tips for enacting train-
ing and development initiatives
that don’t break the bank:

Explore e-learning options.
The Internet offers a wide variety
of effective training options for
professionals while also saving em-
ployers the time and expense of
sending personnel off-site for in-
struction.

Take advantage of trade asso-
ciations. Encourage staff to join
professional organizations. These
groups provide opportunities for
their members — often at a sub-
stantial discount — to update their
knowledge of business and indus-
try fundamentals and acquire new
skills through seminars, workshops
and online courses.

Establish a mentoring pro-
gram. Mentoring is a cost-effective,
easy-to-implement method to pro-
vide hands-on training to employ-
ees and promote knowledge trans-
fer between seasoned and less-ex-
perienced professionals.

Organize brown-bag training
sessions. Provide in-house classes
that can be taught by well-re-
spected managers from within the
company or recently retired em-
ployees.

Invite others to share. When
people take an online course or at-
tend a seminar, ask them to discuss
key learnings with the rest of the
department.

Most companies have
no plans to offer training

972.790.3223
Serving Irving since 1977

Concrete work, gravel drives,
pave stone, drainage corrections
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Provided by Rosa Gordon
The Circle Ten Council of Boy

Scouts of America was presented
a $1,000 check to fund a scholar-
ship for Eagle Scouts in the Irving
and Coppell area by Mike Overby,
owner of Express Personnel of Irv-
ing.

“We are truly happy to help a
deserving youth further their edu-
cation,” Western Star District
Chairman Chris Wilt said. The
scholarship will be awarded in May
2009 to a senior in high school or
freshman in college.

“The life lessons learned in
Boy Scouts was significant in

teaching leadership, teamwork and
work ethic,” Overby said. A former
Boy Scout, Overby is a community
leader who assists Boy Scouts with
Eagle Service Projects.

The 2008 recipient of the Eagle
Scout Scholarship was Jeffrey Paul
who is currently attending Texas

Gift funds scholarship for Eagle ScoutsGift funds scholarship for Eagle ScoutsGift funds scholarship for Eagle ScoutsGift funds scholarship for Eagle ScoutsGift funds scholarship for Eagle Scouts
A&M Commerce and majoring in
graphic design and is a member of
Irving Troop 770.

Those interested in obtaining
an application for the Eagle Scout
Scholarship Fund may contact Dis-
trict Executive Norberto Diaz for an
application at nodiaz@bsamail.org.

Provided by Rodi Rosensweig
The names and faces may be

irresistible, but the trendiest dogs
- hybrid or “designer” dogs like
Puggles (Pugs and Beagles) and
Labradoodles (Labradors and
Poodles) — are far from perfect. 

Those who profit from these
newly designed dogs tout that, by
breeding two different purebred
dogs, they create a new breed that
possesses all of the positives but
not any of the challenges from each
breed. That promise, along with
high price tags and celebrities tot-
ing their Shorkies and Puggles
around on the pages of gossip
magazines, has created a trend guar-
anteed to result in more homeless
dogs, according to the Humane
Society of the United States
(HSUS). 

The hybrid fascination is simi-
lar to the Hollywood dog hype.
When purebred dogs are in mov-
ies such as 101 Dalmatians or
Eight Below, everyone wants one.
The result: within twelve months
of a fad, relinquishment of that
breed to shelters and rescue groups
increases according to HSUS.
People want to be “in style” and
are attracted to how a dog looks in
the media. They often do not con-
sider the breed’s specific needs or
personality, which is not portrayed

in the media.
“We want consumers to un-

derstand that so-called “hybrid”
puppies are not protected from ge-
netic diseases,” Stephanie Shain,
leading dog expert and director of
outreach for companion animals for
HSUS, said. “They are just as likely
to have the same problems that
other puppies have who come from
large-scale, high-volume breeding,
especially since the demand is mas-
sive and puppy mills are respond-
ing by pumping out the hybrid-du-
jour as quickly as possible.”

Puppy mills are breeding facili-
ties that produce purebred and
mixed-breed or “hybrid” puppies in
large numbers and sell them to pet
stores, or to consumers through
the internet or newspaper ads, dis-
guised as reputable breeders.

“Factory breeding like this in-
creases the chances of a puppy
having genetic, physical and emo-
tional problems which may not be
apparent at first,” Shain said. “We
are concerned that people are
caught up in the trend and not do-
ing research on the needs and per-
sonalities of the breed. History is
proof that when people purchase
dogs based on looks alone, the
animal ultimately ends up being
given away to a shelter, adding to
the over 4 million homeless dogs

already in shelters. If you have
done your research and have your
heart set on a particular breed, one
of four dogs in shelters is a pure-
bred - some even hybrids.

The HSUS encourages people
to consider the following before
buying a “hybrid” dog:

There are no perfect dogs and
hybrids are not protected from dis-
eases.

There is no such thing as a
hypoallergenic dog. Allergies are
from dander, not fur. Dogs with hair,

not fur, can lessen shedding but
not eliminate it completely.

Do not purchase a hybrid - or
any dog — from a pet store where
many dogs are from puppy mills.

Get the dog from a reputable
breeder, someone who insists they
meet you, and you see where the
dog and its mother come from.

A good breeder will provide
paperwork detailing genetic test-
ing, which has been done to screen
for health problems for which the
breed is predisposed.

Research before buying a
puppy to learn the needs of the
breed. You are committing to bring
a dog into your life for 15 years.
You want to be sure he or she is
the right fit for your lifestyle.

Before buying a dog, take visit
your local animal shelter. One of four
shelter dogs is a purebred, and the
rest are hybrids in their own right -
mixes of two or more breeds. If you
want a true “one-in-a-million” dog,
you will find one at a shelter - and
you will save hundreds to thou-
sands of dollars and save a life.

Designer dogs are no guarantee of a perfect dog

Area businessman, Mike Overby (cntr), presents Circle Ten Boy
Scouts members with a check to fund a scholarship for Eagle Scouts.
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Louis Ponce
Louis Ponce,
longtime resi-
dent of Irving,
passed away
Thursday, Janu-
ary 8, 2009. He
was born June
21, 1914 in Leon,
Mexico. He

served as a Staff Sgt. with the US
Army from 1942 to 1945 and par-
ticipated in the Normandy Cam-
paign along with all other major
campaigns during this time. He was
active with the Boy Scouts for
many years, enjoyed trophy hunt-
ing and fishing, was an active bee
keeper and a member of the Knights
of Columbus. For many years he
was an Irving entrepreneur, own-
ing Ponce Brothers Spice Busi-
ness, local L&M convenience
stores, and Los Ponce’s Mexican
Restaurants. Survivors include his
daughters Beatrice Flores and hus-
band Daniel, and Anne Brantley;
son Thomas Ponce; sister Mary
Villanueva; brother Gilbert Ponce;
grandchildren Christopher Ponce,
Josh Ponce, Zach Ponce, Anna
Ponce, Scott Ponce, Christi
LaViolette, Cody Hatfield, Jesse
Wagner, and Gaven Brantley; and
great grandchildren Hailey

LaViolette, Jonas Wagner, Megan
Ponce, Taylor Ponce, and Bailey
Ponce. Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated at 10 AM Monday,
January 12, 2009 at Calvary Hill
Mausoleum Chapel, 3235 Lom-
bardy Lane in Dallas. Interment will
follow at Calvary Hill Memorial
Park. Visitation will begin at 12:30
PM Sunday, January 11, 2009 at the
funeral home with family receiving
friends 5:00-7:00 PM with a Rosary
beginning at 7 PM.

Sylvia M. Steidtman
Sylvia M.
Steidtman, 96, of
Irving, passed
away on Janu-
ary 14, 2009.
Sylvia is sur-
vived by her
husband of 57
years, Walter

Steidtman. She is also survived by
her daughter Carol Mangun of Irv-
ing; granddaughters Suzanne
Massey of Chevy Chase, Mary-
land and Sandra Williams of
Bentwood, Tennessee; and grand-
sons Tommy Williams, Connor Wil-
liams, and Philip Massey. Sylvia is
predeceased by her granddaugh-
ter Sharon White. Sylvia will always
be remembered as a beloved wife,
mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother. Graveside services
were held at 2 PM Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, 2009 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving. Arrange-
ments made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

Alice A. Boyce
Alice A. Boyce,
age 71, a resi-
dent of Irving,
Texas for 36
years, died Janu-
ary 18, 2009 at
her home. Born
April 1, 1937 in

Gallup, New Mexico to Walter and
Antonia Cano Montano, she re-
tired from Kodak in 2002 after 25
years of service. Alice is survived
by her sons, Craig Boyce and wife
Sandi of Austin and Chris Boyce

and wife Lisa of Arlington; grand-
children, Heidi Gilbertson and hus-
band Max of Las Vegas, Chris
Boyce of Reno, Nevada, Sam
Boyce and Kelly Boyce, both of
Arlington; great grandchildren
Chandler and Alex Gilbertson of Las
Vegas; sisters, Maryanne Barnes
and husband Ken of Denver, Colo-
rado and Lucinda Horn and hus-
band Jim of Strang, Oklahoma. A
memorial service will be held at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
at a later date. Memorial  contribu-
tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society.

Sue Cooksey
Sue Cooksey,
age 83, of Irving
since 1958, died
peacefully with
her family at her
side, Monday,
January 19, 2009
at Baylor Medi-
cal Center at Irv-

ing. Born January 5, 1926 in Blan-
ket, Texas to Clarence and Anice
Green Powell, she grew up in
Zephyr, Texas where she married
James M. Cooksey on May 5, 1950.
Sue was a member of the Church of
Christ. Preceded in death by her
daughter, Kathleen, she is sur-
vived by husband, James; children,
Rebecca and John Yarbrough of
Nacogdoches, Jim and Liz Cooksey
of Frisco, Martha Cooksey and
Colleen and Mark Turner, all of
Grand Prairie; grandchildren, John
Denton Yarbrough and Catherine
Turner; sisters, Melba Nesbitt of
Burnet and Nina Kmiec of Hous-
ton. Visitation was held from 6 to 8
p.m., Wednesday at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home. Service will
be 2 p.m., Thursday, January 22,
2009 at Plymouth Park Church of
Christ, 1710 W. Airport Freeway
with Dr. Paul Magee officiating.
Graveside service 2 p.m., Friday at
Oakview Cemetery in Mullin,
Texas.  Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Stroke As-
sociation, a division of the Ameri-
can Heart Association, P.O. Box
841125, Dallas, TX 75284.

willing to work hard and serve oth-
ers.’

“There is no longer an excuse.
The excuses will not work any
more. You might as well stop talk-
ing about ‘The Man.’ Because
‘The Man’ has nothing on the Lord
Himself. I am convinced that Presi-
dent Obama is where he is today
by the sovereign hand of God. For
that we can be thankful. If He did it
for him, He will most certainly do it
for you.”

Dwight Pinnix, Recreation
Manager for the City of Irving’s
Parks and Recreation Department,
believes that today opportunities
are abundant for young people.

“This is a great day. It really is
a wonderful time for our country.
We hope that the President’s mes-
sage gets across, because he is
younger,” Mr. Pinnix said.

“In terms of young minority
kids in general, the sky is the limit
for them. They can achieve any-

thing if they put the effort forward.
I think that has been proven, and a
lot of stereotypes have been bro-
ken. Hopefully, the kids will see that
if they put a lot of work into things,
they can accomplish anything.

“We must get our kids out
away from the television and video
games. They need to learn to inter-
act with people. They need to
know what is going on in the world.
We try to teach kids values and
mentor them when they come to
our facilities.

“It is important that kids un-
derstand history, so they can un-
derstand how we got to this point.
They need to know that there were
some struggles involved, and that
they can be a part of history too.

“Everybody has to do their
part. One thing I wish more than
anything is that Martin Luther
King could be here to see this. Mr.
Obama being President shows that
our country has come a long way
to a place where color is no longer
the issue,” he said.

Continued from page 1

Diners remember the past while celebrating the futureDiners remember the past while celebrating the futureDiners remember the past while celebrating the futureDiners remember the past while celebrating the futureDiners remember the past while celebrating the future

Annual spaghetti dinner offers residents a chance to remember the history of Martin Luther King, Jr.
while looking forward to the inauguration of President Barack Obama.



214-675-6493The Irving Rambler January 24, 2009 Page 9

Continuing
The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Glenn Houston Folkes
Glenn Houston
Folkes, age 87,
was surrounded
by his family
when he went to
be with his Lord
and Savior on
Saturday, Janu-

ary 17, 2009, following a brief ill-
ness with pneumonia. He was born
November 23, 1921 in Palestine,
Texas to George Henry Folkes and
Adella Walters Folkes. Glenn
graduated from Kaufman High
School in 1937 and attended SMU.
He joined the Navy after Pearl Har-
bor and served in World War II and
the Korean War. Following service
to his country, he worked in the
transportation industry. After retire-

ment, he worked at Presbyterian
Hospital and was affectionately
known as “Mr. Glenn”. He was a
member of First Baptist Church of
Dallas for over 60 years where he
taught Sunday School, served as a
deacon and as a Chapel Choir spon-
sor. Glenn is survived by his wife
of 65 years, Frances Chandler
Folkes; daughter Kay Peterson,
and Sam Peterson; son Houston,
and Karen Folkes; sister Robbie
Crum and husband Bill; sister-in-
law Elois Folkes; sister-in-law Betty
Chandler; grandson Sam Peterson,
Jr. and wife Janie; granddaughter
Elizabeth Zieg and husband Scott;
grandson Glenn Folkes III; ex-
tended family and a special group
of First Baptist friends of more than
60 years.  He is preceded in death

OBITUARIES
by great granddaughter, Marian
Elizabeth Zieg. The entire family
wishes to thank the staff at Pres-
byterian Hospital for their care. The
family greeted friends on Wednes-
day, January 21, at 11:00 a.m., at the
First Baptist Church of Dallas in the
Criswell Center Lobby. A memorial
service followed visitation at noon
in Heritage Chapel. Interment was
at 2:30 p.m. at the Dallas-Fort Worth
National Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family would be honored
by memorial donations to the Mu-
sic Ministry of First Baptist Church
of Dallas or a charity of choice. Ar-
rangements were under the direc-
tion of Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home.

Dan Noah
Dan Noah, age
58, of Irving,
died suddenly
We d n e s d a y ,
January 21, 2009
at Baylor Medi-
cal Center in Irv-
ing. Born June

10, 1950 at Norman, Oklahoma, he
was the son of Virgil Lesley Noah
and Helen Carlton Noah. A Vietnam
U S Navy veteran, he was a ma-
chinist and member of Preston
Road Church of Christ. Survivors
include his mother Helen Griffith of
Irving; siblings, Ben Noah and wife

Susan of Ardmore, OK, Linda Noah,
Jayne Clemons and husband Phil,
Beth McMurray and husband Mike
all of Irving, John Griffith and wife
Kim of Flower Mound and Jim
Griffith and wife Kayla of Wausau,
Wisconsin; and several nieces and
nephews. Memorial service will be

2:00 p.m. Friday at Preston Road
Church of Christ in Dallas.
Inurnment will be at Dallas Fort
Worth National Cemetery at a later
date. Memorials may be made to
the Wounded Warrior Project.org,
7020 A.C. Skinner Pkwy, Suite 100,
Jacksonville, Florida 32256.

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

By Jason Alderman
In many families, personal fi-

nancial details aren’t always
shared freely, especially between
generations. But if you’re not fa-
miliar with your parents’ financial
situation, you may be doing them
and yourself a disservice.

Even with parents currently in
good health, it’s wise to become
familiar with their financial, medi-
cal and legal recordkeeping so
you’ll be able to step in and help
out if needed. You may have to walk
a fine line between appearing
nosey or controlling and not spot-
ting warning signals that some-
thing may be amiss.

When you visit your folks,
keep an eye out for:
- Unpaid bills, late payment notices
or utility shut-off warnings.
- Hints they sometimes must
choose between filling prescrip-
tions and buying food, heating or
other necessities.
- An overabundance of junk mail,
unlikely magazine subscriptions or
cheap prizes, which could indicate
they may be targets for aggressive

telemarketers or get-rich-quick
schemes.
- Unnecessary “home improve-
ments” that may indicate they’ve
fallen prey to con artists.  - Or con-
versely, signs that they can’t af-
ford needed repairs.
- Signs of overspending or other
indicators they’re living beyond
their means.
- Uncharacteristic secretiveness or
defensiveness, possibly indicating
they’re embarrassed about money
problems or afraid their indepen-
dence would be at risk if they con-
fide in you.

Don’t be afraid to initiate con-
versations about your parents’ fi-
nances. While it might be awkward
at first, you may in fact put their
minds at ease by showing that
you’re looking out for their best
interests. A good way to raise the
subject is to ask their advice about
your own situation. For example,
bring up concerns about your own
retirement planning then ask if they
have adequate savings themselves.

Organize. One of the biggest
problems people of all ages have
with their finances is getting orga-

nized. Offer to help your parents
create, and periodically update, files
containing:
- Details of all major possessions
and relevant paperwork (such as
property deeds, car registration,
jewelry, etc.)
- Outstanding debts (mortgage
documents, car loan papers, medi-
cal bills, etc.)
- All income sources, including
Social Security, pension, 401(k),
IRA, and personal savings.
- Bank accounts, credit cards, safe
deposit box and insurance policies,
including password, agent and
beneficiary information.
- Will, trust, power of attorney,
health care proxy and other docu-
ments showing how they want their
affairs handled. AARP’s website
( w w w. a a r p . o r g / f a m i l i e s /
legal_issues) is a rich source of in-
formation about these and other
legal issues facing seniors.
- Past income tax returns, and ac-
countant or financial advisor con-
tact information.

Budget. Chances are, your
parents’ medical, insurance, food
and other inflation-impacted bills

have risen faster than their income
– and recent stock market down-
turns certainly haven’t helped.
Your parents need to know exactly
how much money is coming in ev-
ery month and how much is going
out. If they don’t already have a
detailed budget, offer to help cre-
ate one.

For tips on creating a budget,
visit Practical Money Skills for Life,
Visa Inc.’s free personal financial
management site (www.practical
moneyskills.com/budgeting). It fea-
tures My Budget Planner, a com-
prehensive interactive calculator, as
well as many other budgeting tools
and tips.

Consult an expert. A financial
planner can help you and your par-
ents understand the many tax, in-
come and expense implications of
retirement. If they don’t already
have a planner,
www.plannersearch.org is a good
place to start your search.

Take care of these financial
planning details now, so that when
your parents need your help, you’ll
be able to give them your full at-
tention.

Help your parents stay on track financially

With the dark days of winter
upon us, many are heading to tan-
ning salons as the solution for Sea-
sonal Affective Disorder (SAD),
a.k.a. winter depression which is be-
lieved to affect approximately 15
million Americans. Tanning salons
tout their services as a treatment
for SAD, though the ultraviolet ra-
diation (UVR) they produce is not
a component of light therapy, the
most effective treatment.

“People often think of sun-
bathing as the antidepressant es-
sence of light exposure. Wrong!
Light therapy acts through the
eyes, and requires visible light, not

Tanning beds are not the answer to winter depression
UV,” said Michael Terman, PhD,
Director of the Center for Light
Treatment and Biological Rhythms,
Columbia University Medical Cen-
ter, New York City.

Since UV light is not a treat-
ment for SAD, those affected with
this disease are only putting their
health at risk for skin cancer by vis-
iting a tanning salon. New high-
pressure sunlamps emit as much as
12 times the annual UVA dose com-
pared to the dose they receive from
sun exposure. People who use tan-
ning beds are 2.5 times more likely

to develop squamous cell carci-
noma and 1.5 times more likely to
develop basal cell carcinoma.

Most SAD specialists recom-
mend obtaining light via a light box
rather than visiting a tanning sa-
lon. Light boxes are portable, vis-
ible light sources which provide up
to 10,000 lux of illumination — 10
 to 25 times as bright as ordinary
lighting and “equivalent to outdoor
light about forty minutes after sun-
rise,” Terman said. Most patients
use light boxes early in the morn-
ing, for 15 to 60 minutes.

What to Look For in a Light
Box

Choose a Light Box With
10,000 Lux of Illumination. Light
boxes offering fewer lux are not as
effective.
Use a UV Filter. Most light boxes
use fluorescent bulbs, which emit
a small amount of UV radiation.
Your light box should have a UV
filter or diffusing screen to protect
your skin and eyes.
Opt for Soft, White Lights. Full
spectrum lights produce greater
amounts of blue light (which can

harm the eyes) and UV radiation.
The first organization in the

U.S committed to educating the
public and medical professionals
about sun safety, The Skin Cancer
Foundation is still the only global
organization solely devoted to the
prevention, detection and treat-
ment of skin cancer.  The mission
of the Foundation is to decrease
the incidence of skin cancer
through public and professional
education and research. For more
information, visit www.skincancer
.org.

Homeless
count and

survey
A Homeless Count and Survey

will be conducted Jan. 29 to gather
information about the city’s home-
less population and develop a
needs assessment for the
community. The survey also is
used by several interested groups,
including nonprofit organizations,
faith-based groups, media outlets
and various federal, state and local
government departments. A total of
884 homeless people were counted
in Irving last year. The City of Irv-
ing Health Board, Metro Dallas
Homeless Alliance, Poverty and
Homeless Coalition of Irving, Irv-
ing Housing and Human Services
Department, various city depart-
ments and other community orga-
nizations combine resources to
conduct the annual survey. For
more information, call Housing and
Human Services at (972) 721-4800.
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

named Kate Walker (Emma Thomp-
son) they find they enjoy each oth-
ers company if for nothing else to
take their mind off their own mis-
ery. As Harvey deals with trying to
reconnect with his daughter he is
forced to take a few bold steps
along the way. He proves to us all
that the harder the walk many times
the more beautiful the experience.

Hoffman always has a knack
of making you feel what his char-
acter is going through. Whether in
his posture or the tone of his voice
you connect with him emotionally.
That helps in a film like this. You
need to sympathize with his char-
acter for this to work. Sure Harvey
has made mistakes, but that does
not take away from the feelings you
have for him. There is something
in all of us that longs for accep-
tance and a removal of our guilt for
the past. To clean the slate if you
will. I believe that is Harvey’s jour-
ney in this and what drew me to
him. As well, I love anything Emma
Thompson does and it was easy to
watch her in this role. She embraces
her age and uses it to convey a re-
alness and believability to roles like
this, which is equally important.

There are a few funny mo-
ments in this. Many of them in the
awkward realm. Luckily the drama
is not so heavy that you feel ex-
hausted before it is finished. It tee-
ters along on a safe line, which

could be what kept it from being a
better film. Unlike Harvey, it fails to
take chances. Still, lovers of fine
acting get two memorable perfor-
mances here. I wasn’t sure how
these two would work as a roman-
tic couple. But they use their dif-
ferences, like in height, instead of
trying to pretend they do not exist.
That too makes this a believable
and watchable film.

Last Chance Harvey is rated
PG-13 for brief strong language. It
is tame I thought and other than
the fact it deals with older adult is-
sues it would be safe for younger
age groups; though probably bor-
ing them to tears. I admired this film
more than I liked it. Again, if you
want more comedy or more Sparks
like drama then you will be some-
what disappointed. If you want to
walk the fine line between, then take
a chance here. You may find some-
thing to enjoy and I give it 3 out of
5 wedding toasts.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Last Chance Harvey
Rated: PG-13

With some films there is a fine
line, well actually a pretty thick line
between romantic comedy and ro-
mantic drama. They each have a
little of the other and depending
on how the scales tip will define
the overall feel. I personally tend
to lean toward the comedy side
when choosing a film to watch, but
am not apposed to something more
serious.

Last Chance Harvey has ter-
rific acting and a fairly decent story.
Enough so that this is an enjoy-
able film yet not an amazing film.
Have you ever had a piece of cake
in a restaurant that served its pur-
pose and was eatable, but didn’t
bring the taste explosion you had
hoped and certainly did not live up
to an old family recipe? That sums
this film up for sure.

Harvey Shine (Dustin
Hoffman) is divorced, his career as
a Television jingle music composer
is nearing its death rattle, and he
just exists in life. He travels to Lon-
don for his daughters wedding
only to discover that the more he
is around her and his ex-wife the
more like a failure he feels. When
he meets a single, local survey taker

Deserves a chance

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

* UNDERWORLD 3: RISE OF
THE LYCANS    R

11:55    2:10    5:05    7:30
10:00

* INKHEART    PG
11:50    2:20    4:50    7:20

10:05
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE    R

12:35    4:15    7:00    10:00
OUTLANDER    R

11:50    2:25    5:10    7:45
10:15

MY BLOODY VALENTINE    R
12:10    2:35    5:00    7:25

10:15
* PAUL BLART MALL COP

PG
12:25    2:40    5:00    7:20    9:35

* HOTEL FOR DOGS    PG
12:05    3:15    6:30

LAST CHANCE HARVEY
PG13

1:40    4:40    7:15    9:50
CHADNI CHOWK TO CHINA

1:00    4:30    8:00
DEFIANCE    R

12:55    4:05    7:10    10:10
NOTORIOUS    R

12:15    3:30    6:55    9:55
BRIDE WARS    PG

12:30    2:45    5:20    7:35
9:55

GRAN TORINO    R
12:40    4:10    7:05    9:45
THE CURIOUS CASE OF

BENJIMEN BUTTON    PG13
8:45

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Provided by Shannon Cherry
Most professionals who live

with a chronic illness are chal-
lenged to balance three equally
competing demands: career, per-
sonal life and disease symptoms.
But what happens when a person’s
body decides that work in no longer
an option but the mind and soul
are not in agreement?

”Just because you can’t do the
work you have always done in the
way you have always done it, it
doesn’t mean you can no longer
work at all or forever,”
Rosalind Joffe said.

Joffe has lived with several
chronic illnesses for almost 30
years. She helps professionals, like
herself, who are passionate about
continuing to work because they
know it’s good for their state of
being. But, as she explains it, the
key is to find the right work in the
right environment   rather than
staying stressed and trapped in a
miserable job or giving up and leav-
ing work altogether.

”While millions of people con-
tinue to work every day with dis-

abilities, the fact is that
most people only see

one alternative, to leave the work-
place altogether. It’s true that some
may have to stop working for a
short period - and for a few, it can
be indefinite. But if you have the
motivation, you can expand your
options rather than only focusing
on what you’ve lost,” Joffe said.

”Work for any person, regard-
less if they have a chronicle illness,
is important to self-esteem. But this
is particularly true when you’ve

devoted time and resources to
building a career. When your body,
as you’ve known it, “quits” on you,
you  can find ways to  keep work-
ing, in whatever capacity possible,
so you can stay engaged, continue
to feel vibrant and most impor-
tantly, to be more than just this sick
body,” she said.

Some ideas to help include:
Determining if this is tempo-

rary

Finding out if a new job could
accommodate one’s needs better
Seeking out support from profes-
sionals and friends

Creating opportunities for vol-
unteering and contributing else-
where.

Rosalind Joffe is president
of cicoach.com and the author of
Women, Work and Autoimmune
Disease: Keep Working, Girl-
friend!

How to cope when your body fires you from your job
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

Provided by Angie Drake
Community and service are

major components of the philoso-
phy of the International Baccalau-
reate Middle Years Program, and as
a result, the Student Council at Bar-
bara Bush Middle School in Valley
Ranch has started a \community
service project featuring a memory
garden. This endeavor will be a
multiple school project involving
several elementary schools as well
as Ranchview High School. The
purpose of the garden will be to
honor the memory of previous stu-
dents who have graduated or who
have passed away, while recogniz-
ing present and former faculty
members as well. The garden,
which will be placed where families
enter in the evenings for special
events, will also serve give stu-
dents a place to rest and reflect.

The initial stage has already
been completed with a generous
donation of time and money from
the family of Coach Chad Schirato,
a former BBMS coach who died of
cancer a few years ago. A layer of
dirt has been removed and replaced
with a compacted substance to
provide the stable under girth for
the filler bricks. Areas for several

types of plants have been parti-
tioned off and bordered with metal
edging.

Another phase has been taken
care of by a generous donation from
Mel and Candi Brekhus, parents of
a former BBMS student who was
killed in a car accident. Kacie
Brekhus was an A Honor student,
an NJHS member, a cheerleader, a
basketball/volley ball player, a Stu-
dent Council officer as well as an

exceptional representative for
BBMS at many school functions.

The BBMS Student Council is
in charge of raising funds to pur-
chase personalized bricks for the
second phase of laying the ground
work. Representatives are collect-
ing orders until March 20. If you
would like to purchase a brick and
personalize it with up to three lines
of text for $35, you may contact
Mavon Wall at wallm@cfbisd.edu.

Alma Carrillo, Brian Dyer, Agustin
Esquivel, Amber Gill, Noe Giron,
Jessica Harrison, Marcial Arochi-
Hernandez, Jose Hernandez, Khoa

Academy students and
teachers attend inauguration

Lai, Neil Laubach, Kelsi Mears, Tin
Phan, Tiffani Rodriguez, Taylor
Terry, Linh Vo, Connie Cooley,
Miranda Forgac, and Laura Hayes.

Fifteen students and three
teachers from The Academy of Irv-
ing ISD attended the presidential
inauguration in Washington, D.C.
Jan. 20.

Led by Academy social stud-
ies teacher Connie Cooley, stu-
dents conducted fundraising ac-
tivities throughout 2008 to be able
to attend. Gustavo Miralda, adver-
tising design student at the Acad-
emy, designed a T-shirt for the
group to wear to the inauguration
and DeVry University, partner in
education with the Academy, paid
for the shirts as well as donated
$750 toward trip expenses.

Students and teachers who
traveled to the inauguration are:

Bush Student Council to
promote memory garden

collections for soldiers in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan or other places
- Articles, photos, or items regard-
ing welcoming soldiers home from
service in foreign countries

Residents’ tokens can become a part of history
A time capsule donated by

Tally Parker will be placed in the
Irving Veterans Memorial Park as
part of its dedication ceremony at
2:30 p.m. on May 24. One hundred
years from now, the time capsule
will be opened and the contents re-
viewed.

Residents can contribute items
for the time capsule. Only items that
can fit in a 12”x12”x24” capsule can
be considered. No entries will be
returned regardless of whether they

are placed in the capsule or not.
Do not submit anything you are not
willing to part with permanently.

The following are suggestions
for items:
- Photographs of Irving sites with
location name and dates the pho-
tos were taken written on the back.
- Newspaper articles including
name of paper and date
- Church bulletins highlighting
special events
- Articles or other items referring to

- Political items referring to histori-
cal city elections

Deadline for submitting en-
tries is May 14. Submit entries to
Bob Moffatt, 1300 Sunnybrook Dr.,

Irving, 75061. Fax ready items may
be sent to 972-579-1343. For addi-
tional information, call 972-259-
6889.

Development Center are now offer-
ing their services to the public.

Hours of service are Mon. –
Fri. from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. and 12:30
- 2:30 p.m. Ratteree Center is located
at 2121 s. MacArthur Blvd.

Cosmetology services open to public
Under the direct instruction

and supervision of cosmetology in-
structor Wendy Watson, cosmetol-
ogy students at Ratteree Career

For more information regard-
ing services offered, rates, and
contact information, access
w w w. i r v i n g i s d . n e t / p p a g e /
cosmetology.htm.

The proposed Memory Garden at Barbara Bush Middle School will
feature personalized bricks to honor former students and teachers.

Students from The Academy of Irving ISD prepare to leave for
Washington, D.C. to attend the presidential inauguration.

Townsell program
receives donation

Glenn Geltemeyer (front left) and Michael Hill (back right) from Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church, a partner in education with Townsell
Elementary School, present Principal Linda Willett (front center)
with $500 toward the purchase of listening stations for Townsell’s
Balanced Literacy program.


