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June 14,

Candidate filing packets available
(individual forms available at anytime)

First day for filing application for place on ballot.
Last day for filing application for place on ballet (5pm)
First day to apply for mail ballot
Last day for a write-in candidate to declare candidacy (5pm)
Last day for a candidate to withdraw from the election and

have his name removed from the ballot
Last day to register to vote for the May 10th General Election
Last day to receive application from voter in person for a

ballot to be voted by mail
First day for early voting by personal appearance
Last day for early voting by personal appearance
Election Day
Unofficial returns will be announced at City Hall in the

Council Chambers beginning at 7pm with early votes
Run-off Election (if required)
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Families throughout the coun-

try separated by the rigors and de-
mands of military service have
been brought closer together
through an innovative program.
United Through Reading Military
Program, provided in the DFW
International Airport by the USO
helps children bond with parents
and loved ones through reading.

Seven days a week, military
personnel preparing to deploy
throughout the world quietly
choose books for the children in
their lives. Personnel from every
military branch may choose one
book for each of their children,
grandchildren or younger siblings
and personalize the book with a
handwritten message. A DVD is
made of the soldier reading to the
children in his or her life. The
DVD and book are then sent to the
children so they can experience
their loved one reading to them
whenever they like.

“We have brand new books for
the little-bitty ones all the way up
to the chapter books for the older
kids,” Sherri Allen, USO Volun-
teer Coordinator and United
Through Reading Coordinator,
said. “All of these books are do-
nated. We have not had to buy a
single book since we started this
program in August of 2006. We
have filmed over 7,000 soldiers so
far.

“We have two rooms where
the soldiers can sit privately and
read to their child. It is their time
to send a message to their family.
We start the camera then we go.
They record a thirty minute DVD,
and FedEx picks up the packages
every day. FedEx pays all of the
shipping costs.

FFFFFamilies connect one book at a timeamilies connect one book at a timeamilies connect one book at a timeamilies connect one book at a timeamilies connect one book at a time
“Most of these soldiers are de-

ployed for 15 months. They get two
weeks of R and R. So most of these
soldiers will be gone for another
six to 10 months. With the DVDs,
these children can watch dad or
mom on television every single
night reading them a bedtime
story. Hopefully these recordings
and books help connect those fami-
lies together.

“The other good thing about
this program is it promotes literacy
and reading. I used to be a teacher,
so I see this as a way of promoting
education through families. It is a
real honor that we have this pro-
gram in Dallas/Fort Worth.

“We heard from one family
whose husband came through last
Christmas Eve a year ago. In April
he was killed. That recording of
him reading to his little girl is
something they will have to cher-
ish. What a treasure,” she said.

USO volunteer Yolanda
Safford believes it is important to
let the troops know that they are

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Parks and Recre-

ation Department is preparing to
build the next section of Campión
Trails. Expected to begin construc-
tion in the next two weeks, the
northern most park in Irving’s sec-
tion of the trails, Sam Houston
Trail Park’s phase one develop-
ment should be completed some-
time next fall.

“This is the first part of
Campión Trails that will connect

New constrNew constrNew constrNew constrNew construction euction euction euction euction extends Campión Txtends Campión Txtends Campión Txtends Campión Txtends Campión Trailsrailsrailsrailsrails
into a significant neighborhood,”
Casey Tate, Irving’s Park Planning
Superintendent, said. “We will be
crossing the levee and going into
Valley Ranch, which has about
30,000 residents. The new con-
struction will extend our northern
section of the trail about another
mile, giving us about six and a half
miles finished at our north end.

“The trail will connect in the
southeast corner of Valley Ranch
in the vicinity of Valley Ranch

Parkway East and Ranch View
Drive. Getting across the levee and
extending the trail to a point where
residents don’t have to drive their
cars to get onto the trail is a great
advantage. Campión Trails will be
in the neighborhood’s backyard.
This will make the trails more in-
viting for residents.

“Sam Houston Trail Park is a
190 acre park. We are only going
to develop the southern 30 acres.
There is a big pond out there, the
northern section has a lot of open
grasslands and there are wooded
areas along the river channel.
When we build phase two, we will
extend the primary trail and have
a second levee crossing in the very

north. There are some picnic shel-
ters planned. We may put a few
soccer fields in for practice, and
there will be some natural surface
hiking trails. But the rest of the
park will be left in its natural state.

“Campión Trails is a
greenbelt, which ties the entire city
together along the Elm Fork and
the West Fork of the Trinity.
Campión as a whole will eventu-
ally tie into Farmers Branch,
Coppell, Dallas, Grand Prairie and
Arlington. Irving’s portion will
ultimately be built out to about 22
miles in length. People will be able
to get off road and use a trail with-

See PROGRAM, Page 4

Waiting to return to Iraq, soldiers fill the USO’s reading room selecting and inscribing books for their
children before creating a personal DVD. The DVDs allow soldiers to connect and interact with their
children eventhough they are stationed in the Middle East.

See CAMPION, Page 12
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partment “Silver Alert,” caused an
accident as he traveled slowly on the
inside shoulder. The westbound lanes
of the freeway were closed for ap-
proximately 50 minutes while the
involved vehicles were cleared. The
elderly driver of the Honda was trans-
ported to Baylor Irving Medical Cen-
ter with Class ‘B’ injuries and Plano
was notified of his whereabouts.

Aggravated Assault Home Inva-
sion: 12-20-07  The two
homeowners and their mechanic
were working in their garage at their
residence in the 2700 block of
Conflans when confronted by two
armed suspects’ dresses in black and
wearing masks. The victims were
flex-tied and held at gunpoint by one
suspect as the other suspect took the
female inside the residence to locate
their safe. The suspects fled the scene
in the victims’ vehicle when they re-
alized on of the victims had dialed
911 on his cell phone. CID and ID
responded to the scene. 
 
Aggravated Robbery: 12-20-07 at
9:24 p.m.  As the complainant was
walking through the parking lot of
the Lakes at Hilltop Apartments, a
white Toyota Tacoma extended-cab
truck approached him. A male exited
the passenger side of the truck,
pointed a black handgun at him, and
asked him for his money. He gave the
suspect his wallet. The suspect re-
moved all of the cash from it and re-
turned it to the complainant. The sus-
pect then got back into the truck and
fled the scene eastbound on Sixth St.
 
Aggravated Robbery: 12-20-07 at
10:48 p.m.  The complainant was ap-
proached by a male with a black
handgun in the Park Springs Apart-
ments. The suspect took the
complainant’s cell phone at gunpoint
and fled the scene in a white Toyota
truck.

Aggravated Robberies: 12-21-07 at
9:35 p.m.  A male suspect entered the
Subway in the 2300 block of N.
O’Connor wearing a large hooded
jacket, displayed a firearm and said
“Come On” several times while wav-
ing the lone employee toward the
front. The employee ran out the back
door into the neighborhood until po-
lice arrived. The suspect then went
next door to the CiCi’s and robbed
it. Suspect displayed the gun at this
location and when one of the employ-
ees thought he was joking he pulled
the slide back on the gun ejecting a
9mm round. 
 
Pursuit: 12-21-07 at 8:33 p.m.  An
officer attempted to stop a suspicious
vehicle leaving the Big D Truck Stop
parking lot. The vehicle fled and the
officer pursued it. The pursuit con-
tinued until suspect vehicle’s tires
were spiked at the IH-35/Loop 12
split. The suspect was taken into cus-
tody and charged with evading arrest.

Pursuit: 12-22-07 at 10:03 p.m.
Two shoplifting suspects were ob-
served by an officer leaving the Irv-

POLICE & FIRE

01-01-08 at 7:33 p.m. Irving Po-
lice Dispatch received a call from
a woman on a cell phone whose
only statement was that she “was
dying.” The caller was unable to
relay her location. The line re-
mained open and various sounds
could be heard, but there were no
discernible clues as to the caller’s
location. The call showed to have
originated in the area of O’Connor
Road and Riverside Drive in Irv-
ing and units were sent to the area
but were unable to locate anyone
without further information.

At approximately 8:30 p.m.
police received a call from an in-
dividual in reference to two un-
conscious females inside a Taxi in
the service entrance of the Omni
Mandalay hotel. Responding of-
ficers found two females deceased
in the vehicle. It was determined
that one of the victims was the fe-
male that made the earlier call. In-
vestigators have identified the two
females as Sarah Yaser Said (17)
and her sister Amina Yaser Said
(18) of Lewisville. Both victims
had been shot.

The victims’ mother provided
information that pointed to the vic-
tims’ father as the suspect. Police

are searching for the victims’ fa-
ther, Yaser Abdel Said (50). Yaser
Said is described as being 6’2”
weighing approximately 180 lbs
with black hair and brown eyes.
He was last seen wearing a black
turtleneck shirt/sweater, a brown
coat and tan pants and is believed
to be armed with a handgun.

Anyone with information
that would lead police to him
should immediately contact the
Irving Police 972-721-2518 or
their local law enforcement
agency. Do not approach or try to
apprehend the suspect.

New New New New New YYYYYear starear starear starear starear starts withts withts withts withts with
double homicidedouble homicidedouble homicidedouble homicidedouble homicide

Yaser Abdel Said

ing Mall parking lot in a black Jeep
Cherokee. The officer attempted to
stop the vehicle and it fled the scene
northbound on Cantrell. Following a
brief pursuit, the suspect vehicle
struck a curb on Chime St. flatten-
ing the front tires. The suspect ve-
hicle stopped and both suspects were
taken into custody.
 
Arson: 12-24-07 at 5:22 a.m.  A pa-
trol officer noticed the front glass
door to the Potz Cafe had been
smashed. Officers investigated and
found that an unknown suspect had
placed two duffle bags containing
gas cans, filled with several gallons
of gasoline, on the stove and lit the
stove. Officers arrived as the bags
were beginning to burn and were able
to extinguish the fire before any ma-
jor damage was sustained.
 
Aggravated Assault: 12-25-07 at
3:19 a.m.  The complainant said he
was walking home in the 800 block
of W. Rochelle when he bumped into
the suspect. The two began arguing
and the suspect stabbed the com-
plainant in the arm with an unknown
object. The complainant went home
and had a friend drive him to Baylor
Hospital. The complainant could pro-
vide no further information regard-
ing the suspect other than a male ap-
proximately the same height as he is.

Robbery: 12-26-07 at 10:57 a.m.  A
male suspect approached a Wells
Fargo Bank teller and handed her a
note telling her to give him the
money. The suspect had his hand in
his jacket, but no weapon was
seen. The teller complied and the
suspect fled the area possibly in an
unknown Lexus vehicle. 
 
Pursuit: 12-26-07 at 8:31 p.m.  Of-
ficers were sent to a disturbance and
while enroute to the call the report-
ing party stated that the suspect
threatened him and was behaving
strangely. The reporting party stated
the suspect left the location and gave
a vehicle description and license
plate. The vehicle was confirmed sto-
len out of Terrell. Officers located the
suspect and a pursuit began. The pur-
suit lasted approximately 17 minutes
and went into north Grand Prairie
and back towards Irving. Spikes
were deployed and the suspect ve-
hicle suffered four flat tires. The sus-
pect stopped and surrendered.

Robbery: 12-27-07 at 11:30 p.m.
Two subjects entered the 7-11 at 1600
E. 356 and acted like they had weap-
ons in their pants. The subjects forced
the clerk into the restroom and then
stole cigarettes.

Robbery: 12-29-07 at 6:09 p.m.  A
male suspect entered the Metro PCS
and pulled up his shirt to display a
silver handgun. The suspect de-
manded the money and the store
clerk opened the register, placed the
money in a bag and gave it to the
suspect. The suspect then went into
the back of the store and took three
cell phones still packaged in the

boxes and fled out of the back door
of the business. He jumped over the
fence leading into the Vineyards
apartments and fled unknown direc-
tion.   
 
Robbery Individual: 12-30-07 at
1:14 a.m.  The complainant returned
home from work. As he walked from
his car to his apartment in the Span-
ish Courtyard an unknown male
stepped out from in between two cars
and pointed a black handgun at
him. The suspect demanded his
money and then fled east bound be-
tween the apartment buildings with
the wallet and approx $50 in cash.
The victim did not recognize the sus-
pect.

Burglary Arrests: 12-30-07 at 10
a.m.  A witness observed two males
break out a window of Romero In-
surance, in the 1700 block of W Irv-
ing Blvd, reach inside, and take com-
puter equipment. The suspects fled in
an older model beige sedan. After the
call was dispatched, an officer posi-
tioned himself on east bound SH
183. He observed a vehicle matching
the description pass by, found a traf-
fic violation and stopped the vehicle.
The stolen property was recovered
and both suspects arrested.
 
Robbery/Pursuit: 12-31-07 at
12:35 a.m.  Officers were sent to a
car-jacking that had just occurred in
the Irvington Apartments involving
two male suspects. A description of
the complainant’s truck was
broadcast. As officers were respond-
ing to the call, an officer spotted the
stolen vehicle and gave chase. The
driver of the vehicle, the only occu-
pant at the time, abandoned the ve-
hicle in the 800 block of E. 5th street
and fled on foot. The officer pursued
him to 800 block of E. 4th street where
he ran inside. A perimeter was estab-
lished and contact was made with the
occupants. After being allowed in-
side the suspect was arrested.

Robbery: 01-01-08 at 5:00 p.m.  Of-
ficers were sent to a shoplifting inci-
dence at the Wal-Mart on Airport
Freeway. One of the suspects in the
process of trying to escape assaulted
one of the loss prevention personnel
trying to detain him. The loss preven-
tion person was transported to the
hospital for minor injuries and the
suspect was arrested.

Aggravated Kidnapping: 01-01-08
at 6:00 p.m.  The complainant was
at her sister’s house in the 1800 block
of Dory Lane when her ex-husband
showed up and forced his way inside
at gunpoint. He removed her from the
location to an unknown location in
Dallas. He kept her there for two days
and then brought her back to the
sister’s house unharmed.

Ambulances went into overload four times.
Two of the structure fires required an extra alarm bring-

ing more fire equipment to the scene to help with the
firefighting operation. The other two structure fires were
handled by the first alarm companies. All of the fires are be-
ing investigated, and there were no injuries reported. Ambu-
lances went into overload four times.

Ambulances went into overload once.
Ambulances went into overload three times.
Ambulances went into overload three times.

Irving Fire Department responded to298 incidents.
The Fire incidents

86 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  8 Structure Fires
  2 Special Operations
  2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
18 Major Accidents
76 Major Medical
18 Heart Attacks
33 Difficulty Breathing
34 Trauma Related
21 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Dec 27-Jan 2, 2008

12-27:

12-31:
01-01:
01-02:

12-29:

Foot Pursuit: 12-19-
07 at 6:56 p.m.  Tacti-
cal officers received in-
formation from a pri-
vate investigator that a

wanted male was inside at a specific
residence at the Tree House Apart-
ments. The suspect is wanted for Ag-
gravated Assault D/V and was pre-
viously believed to have fled to
Mississippi. As officers were prepar-
ing to serve the warrant, the suspect
jumped from a window and fled on
foot. A perimeter was established and
K-9 assisted with the search.  Sus-

pect was contained within a large pe-
rimeter around Victoria Park, The Re-
serves at Las Colinas, and Sam
Houston Middle School. Ultimately,
he was not captured and remains at
large. 
 
Major Accident/ Freeway Closure:
12-19-07 at 11:52 p.m.  Several call-
ers reported a green Honda traveling
east in the westbound lanes of S.H.
183 from Belt Line Rd. The driver of
the Honda, who was determined to
be a disoriented Alzheimer’s patient
and the subject of a Plano Police De-
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Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

Mungles
on Movies

January 5
Storytelling Around the World
The Irving Library launches
Storytelling Around the World, a
project that brings tales from dif-
ferent cultures to Irving at 1 p.m.,
East Branch Library, 440 S. Nurs-
ery Road. This month the East
Branch presents Hispanic
storytelling with Charlene Bear-
skin. The series is made possible
by a grant from Texas Reads, a
program administered by the Texas

State Library and Archives Com-
mission to promote reading and
literacy within local communities.
Call 972-721-3722.
 
January 5
Sign Me Up
2 p.m. Children, teens and adults
can use this program to learn sign
language. Activities include learn-
ing different signs, signing along
with simple songs, and signs that
go along with picture books. Chil-

dren younger than age 8 must be
accompanied by a guardian. No
registration required. Call 972-
721-2458 for more information.
 
January 6-28
Annual Exhibition of Paintings
and Flowers
Presented by Irving Arts Center
and The Association of Oriental
Arts (TAO Arts) – This exhibit
showcases Chinese brush paint-
ings, calligraphy and floral ar-
rangements (ikebana) by members
of The Association of Oriental Arts
(TAO Arts) and special guest art-
ists, the Dallas Chapter of Sogetsu
School and the Dallas and Fort
Worth Chapters of Ikebana Inter-
national. The opening reception is
Jan. 6, 2-4:30 p.m. in the Irving
Arts Center and features demon-
strations of both Chinese brush
painting and ikebana.

January 7
Finding Peace Amidst Grief
The monthly Grief Support meet-
ing is on from 7:30 – 8:30 pm in
the Hill Room of the Family Life
Center, Holy Family Church, 2330
Cheyenne Street, Irving. The loss
of a loved one often brings turmoil
as well as sadness. We will explore
ways to find peace during the con-
fusing time of grief. Please con-
sider joining us if you have lost a
loved one.

January 8
Movies @ the Library
6 p.m. The Irving Central Library
has launched a movie night for
adults that meets the second Tues-
day of every month. The program

will explore the cinematic genres
of comedies, war action, horror,
science fiction, romance and holi-
day films. The January event will
feature a romantic comedy. Call
972-721-2608. 

January 8
Meet the Artist
The Remington at Valley Ranch
will host it’s first “Meet the Art-
ist” reception of 2008 on from
3:00-4:00 p.m. for Remington resi-
dents and the general public are
invited to attend.
Featured artist will be Victoria
Robinson, chairperson for the
CCAP program and who has
served on the board for 3 years of
the Irving Corporate Art Apprecia-
tion Association.
January 8
Irving City Council Meeting
7:00pm
 
January 10
Tea & Talk
7:30 p.m. Every month book fans
gather to discuss a variety of lit-
erature and share a cup of tea. The
January discussion will explore
“Peace Like a River” by Leif Enger
and “I Am the Messenger” by
Markus Zusak. No registration re-
quired.

January 10
Art Program
Dot Blacock, local artist demo
Scratch Board art, is the speaker
at the Irving Garden & Arts Build-
ing, 906 Senter Street at 10:00 a.m.
Lunch served after program, visi-
tors welcome. For Information
contact: 972-986-7825.

By Matt Mungle
Title: National Treasure: Book of
Secrets
Rated: PG
National Treasure: Book of Secrets
finds its way to theaters and with
it comes everything you want in a
sequel and less. But less is good.
They didn’t try and change what
worked so well in the first film, but
let this follow the same path with
adventure, humor and history. The
characters never miss a beat as they
go from clue to clue to solve a new
Gates family mystery.

This is the first sequel Nicolas
Cage committed to in his career
and as he put it, “If you are going
to do a sequel it has to promise to
be better than the original. I
wanted to make sure we could go
in a direction that would raise the
stakes and hopefully be more in-
teresting. Book of Secrets is like a

movie unto itself. When you
change the treasure you change the
whole story. Plus you can take the
whole family and there are worse
things than to inspire, especially
youngsters to look in their history
books. So I thought, let’s go, let’s
do it.”

This installment finds our fa-
vorite treasure hunter Ben Gates
(Nicolas Cage) and his father
Patrick (Jon Voight) needing to
clear their family name as it has
been linked to the Lincoln assas-
sination. To do so they must un-
lock the puzzle of the 18 missing
pages of John Wilkes Booth’s di-
ary. Oh and they kidnap the Presi-
dent of the United States along the
way. Hilarious sidekick Riley Poole
(Justin Bartha) and Gate’s love
interest Abigail Chase (Diane
Kruger) return to the team along
with a few new faces. One is Emily
Appleton (Helen Mirren) as Ben’s
mother. Mirren who is better
known for her serious, regal roles

holds her own through adventur-
ous traps and pitfalls. Ed Harris
shows up as the heavy and brings
his normal brand of bad guy. And
it is a perfect fit as well.

Like the original there is a lot
of geography and history, both for-
eign and domestic. Jon Voight
says, “After the first movie people
went to the Liberty Bell and this
one will encourage interest in the
Library of Congress. It’s going to
be fun.” From the bowels of Mt.
Rushmore to the Oval Office, Jon
Turteltaub (director), and the
Wibberleys (writers) weave the
right combination of excitement
and education. It is fast paced and
doesn’t stall out with unnecessary
filler. The acting is fine tuned and
you don’t have any of the usual
sophomore jinx. Luckily Poole
steps up his role and we see him
come out of Gates shadow a bit.
As in the original he steals most
scenes with quotable one liners. If
there is any weakness to be found
it is in the role of Abigail. At times
she seems to be there more as an
after thought than for plot sub-
stance. But that in no way distracts
from this amazing movie adven-
ture.

National Treasure: Book of
Secrets is rated PG for some vio-
lence and action. Bravo to produc-
ers Jerry Bruckheimer and
Turteltaub for creating a film you
can see with the whole family that
has substance and backbone. The
language is clean and the violence
is more in the peril form. Gone are
the smoking guns that plague any
thing related to action. What is left
is a perfect film for all ages that
holds the secrets to every thing you
want in a slick action adventure
movie. I give it 5 out of 5 red
Ferraris. If you are looking for the
film to see this Holiday season, the
compass points here. And that’s a
secret worth finding.

* ONE MISSED CALL    PG13
12:30    2:45    5:10    7:05    9:10

NATIONAL TREASURE 2    PG13
12:30    3:30    4:00    6:30    7:00

9:30    10:10

WALK HARD    R
1:25    3:45    6:40    9:00

PS I LOVE YOU    PG13
1:40    4:30    7:20    10:15

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR    R
1:10    4:35    7:40    10:05

# AVP 2    R
1:45    4:40    7:15    9:40

ENCHANTED    PG
1:00

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

I AM LEGEND    PG13
12:30    1:30    3:20    4:15    6:50

7:20    9:20    10:00

ALVIN AND
THE CHIPMUNKS    PG
12:50    3:20    6:30    9:10

JUNO    PG13
12:45    3:40    6:45    9:40

GREAT DEBATERS    PG13
1:35    4:45    7:25    10:05

* WATER HORSE    PG
12:45    3:40    6:45    9:15

THE GOLDEN COMPASS    PG13
1:35    4:15    6:55    9:25

The secret is out!The secret is out!The secret is out!The secret is out!The secret is out!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The Irving Public Library cre-
ated a new children’s program se-
ries called Storytelling Around the
World to support healthy reading
habits and provide diversity edu-
cation for children in grades 2-5.
The next program, featuring His-
panic stories, will take place Jan.
5 at the East Branch Library, lo-
cated at 440 S. Nursery Road.

“The creative art of
storytelling is a highly engaging
way for families to learn about dif-
ferent cultures,” Debbie Vaden,
children’s services manager, said.
“Kids benefit because storytelling
builds skills such as listening,
speaking, imagination and critical
thinking, which lead to academic
success.”

Programs are scheduled
through May and will be presented
at the Northwest, Southwest, Val-
ley Ranch and East library

branches where storytellers will
showcase the oral traditions of
other countries, continents and re-
gions of the world. To learn more
about this series and other events,
visit www.cityofirving.org/library
and click on “KidSpace.”

The series was designed to

increase young children’s confi-
dence and their enjoyment of read-
ing and to keep them engaged with
libraries for years to come. Com-
munity partners, including the Irv-
ing Independent School District,
also have contributed to this effort.
Funding for the program was made

available by the City of Irving and
the Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission through the
sale of the Texas Reads specialty
vehicle license plates. The plates,
which bear the slogan “License to
Read,” can be purchased from each
county’s tax assessor-collector.
 

Storytelling Around the World
Hispanic Stories with Charlene
Bearskin – Jan. 5, 1 p.m., East
Branch, 440 S. Nursery Road, 972-
721-3722

For the times and dates of fu-
ture Storytelling Around the World
programs, call 972-721-2458.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary project to share wy project to share wy project to share wy project to share wy project to share worororororld customs through storld customs through storld customs through storld customs through storld customs through storytellingytellingytellingytellingytelling
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REHAB &
SKILLED NURSING

FACILITY

Medicare
Private Rooms

w/ TV & Phone

Call Admissions
972-898-3561
972-579-1919

2021 Shoaf Dr.
(Hwy 183 & O’Connor)
Irving, TX 75061

www.ashford-hall.com

!!!!! Physical Therapy
!!!!! Occupational Therapy
!!!!! Speech Therapy
!!!!! Respiratory Therapy
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supported at home. She also feels
the reading program helps chil-
dren feel secure even though their
loved one is far away.

“It is important for the chil-
dren to see their parent every day,
especially the babies. When their
parent comes back they will rec-
ognize their parent, because a baby
will recognize the voice,” Ms.
Safford said.

“We try to keep it upbeat, but
creating the videos can be very
emotional. Some of the men and
women will say, ‘I’m going to cry.’
I let them know that is fine. The
children just want to know that
they are there.

“I am really proud of these
men and women. They have made
a commitment, and they are sacri-
ficing being with their families. I
just want to be here to help them
transition in this time, because it
is tough for them,” she said.

Sergeant Martin Ibarra care-
fully inscribed books for his three
daughters. His personal favorite is
Horton Hears a Who.

“They are going to love it, be-
cause the movie is coming out. I
am a big Dr. Seuss fan.

“It is hard on me. The time is
gone and it doesn’t get easier. I
always think it will be easier, but
it isn’t. This is my third time to
leave, and leaving them is hitting
me harder now than both of the
other times.

“This program is great. This
is helping me settle down and work
with those feelings,” Sergeant
Ibarra said.

Sergeant Joseph Smiley read
a Dora and a Dragon Tails book to
his two young daughters.

“This opportunity meant a lot
to me. I didn’t have a whole lot of
chances to read and record it for
my children before I deployed to

of student achievements by involv-
ing students in active and partici-
patory community learning, and
engaging community leaders in a
collaborative dialog with my gov-
ernment students,” he said.

Bach said the idea for “A Day
with a Community Leader” pro-
gram actually came from his
daughter.

“While at Loyola, my daugh-
ter interned in the Chicago’s mayor
office for a whole semester, an un-
forgettable experience,” Bach said.
“With her practicum in mind and

Tracy de la Garza, an Ameri-
can government student at North
Lake College in Irving, spent a day
with Irving City Manager Tommy
Gonzalez to learn about the city
manager position. De la Garza at-
tended a number of meetings, in-
cluding a Housing and Human
Services Department meeting, a
meeting with Direct Energy, and a
legislative strategy meeting.

“My experience was very in-
sightful to the inner working of a
thriving city,” de la Garza said. “It
seems that the job of city manager
is one that not many people know
much about, and I was so honored
to have had the opportunity to see
for myself how Mr. Gonzalez leads
the City of Irving.”

De La Garza, a Carrollton
home-schooled senior, is earning
college credit. She said she plans
to complete her core courses at
North Lake College, and would
like to study biomedical sciences
at Texas A&M University before
becoming a veterinarian.

“I live in Carrollton, so this
experience has encouraged me to
find out more about my own city,
as well as other neighboring cit-
ies. They are to a certain extent
microcosms of the federal govern-
ment, yet so little is known about
these smaller, but equally impor-
tant, governments.”

De la Garza’s professor, Dr.
Gabriel Bach, said he helped start
what he calls “A Day with a Com-
munity Leader” programs in
Flower Mound and Hurst, and he
would like the program to continue
in Irving.

Bach compliments his lectures
with visits by local community
leaders, as well as county and state
officials. Students attend city coun-
cil meetings and spend a day with
a government leader, which allows
students to gain experience and
create a network of contacts. Lo-
cal community leaders can serve
as role models for the students and
give the students more opportuni-
ties in their job searches.

“The goal of my government
classes is to build a sustainable
community and expand a culture

College student spends day with city manager
the characteristics of a community
college student body like North
Lake College, I decided to start a
program called ‘A Day with the
Mayor.’ The mayor of Flower
Mound immediately embraced the
idea and the Hurst city manager
encouraged me, noting the need for
public administration profession-
als.”

Flower Mound Mayor Jody
Smith began inviting Bach’s stu-
dents a year ago. “They returned
to class with a new understanding
of city operations,” Bach said.

Iraq. This allows me to make up
for that time, so my girls will have
their books and enjoy me reading
to them. I didn’t get to read enough
to them before,” Sergeant Smiley
said.

“They are both going to be
really excited. It is going to be one
of those things that Mommy will
get annoyed with, because she will
have to play it over and over and
over. But it will make the girls
happy. And it will make them feel
not so forgotten while I am gone.

“All the soldiers who come
through if they have kids or any
loved ones whatsoever should take
advantage of this opportunity. It is
something great for all the loved
ones out there,” he said.

If you would like to learn more
about the United Through Read-
ing Military Program or would like
to donate new books or recordable
DVDs to the USO, contact Ms.
Allen at 214-251-9552.

Provided by Jennifer L. Jackson
Disasters happen. In fact, they

happen in the form of residential
structure fires approximately two
times every day in the Dallas area.
Because of that, the Red Cross
must stand ready to respond when
and where needed. A number of or-
ganizations in the Dallas area rec-
ognized the need for a prepared
community and provided financial
support for the new “Be Red Cross

Ready in Your Community” pro-
gram.

The Hawn Foundation set the
bar by giving $35,000. In addition,
The Citigroup Foundation gave
$20,000 and the Hoglund Founda-
tion gave $10,000. With their do-
nations, the Red Cross will be able
to target disaster prone communi-
ties, including south Dallas, Irv-
ing, Grand Prairie and DeSoto,
with programs focused on disaster

preparedness, shelter training and
volunteer recruitment.

These areas were identified
due to the frequency of disaster re-
sponses. Since July 1, 2006, the
Dallas Area Chapter responded to
252 home fires within these areas.
With a combined population of
1,172,634 citizens however, the
Red Cross has only 71 trained vol-
unteers. By targeting these areas,
the Red Cross can recruit and train

more local volunteers and expedite
essential services such as food and
safe shelter following a disaster. 

Partnering with community
and faith-based organizations and
their members to create culturally
diverse shelter teams will empower
trained citizen groups to take ac-
tion in helping their communities
prepare for and respond to disas-
ters. Ultimately, this will lead to
more efficient service for those
needing immediate help.

“The Dallas Area Chapter is
committed to meeting the demand
for Red Cross services in these
communities” Cheryl Sutterfield-
Jones, chief executive officer,
American Red Cross-Dallas Area
Chapter, said. “Due to the gener-
osity of these foundations, our
chapter will be able to build a net-
work of volunteers in these com-
munities that are trained and ready
to save lives. We sincerely appre-
ciate their support.”

In addition to receiving sup-
port for the Be Red Cross Ready
In Your Community program, the
Dallas Area Chapter received the
following grants or donations dur-
ing the first quarter of their fiscal
year:
Anderson Foundation -$15,000
Navarro Community Foundation -
$10,000
The American National Red Cross-
$30,000
Lightner Sams Foundation-10,000
CoServ Foundation-$18,500.
Sprint Foundation-500 Pre-Paid
Calling Cards

Local foundations give TLocal foundations give TLocal foundations give TLocal foundations give TLocal foundations give Teeeeexans the chance to xans the chance to xans the chance to xans the chance to xans the chance to “Be Red Cross Ready”“Be Red Cross Ready”“Be Red Cross Ready”“Be Red Cross Ready”“Be Red Cross Ready”

Continued from page 1
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

The Irving Rambler
newspaper is hiring! We
are a very cool community
and we’re looking for a
dedicated outside adver-
tising sales professional to
join our advertising sales
team.

Sell advertising space
to local businesses to help
with their advertising
needs. This is a fun, fast-
paced position that re-
quires an individual who
is organized, people-ori-
ented and willing to work
hard in a creative environ-
ment.

Previous sales experi-
ence is a plus but not re-
quired. Previous media
sales experience is a defi-
nite plus but not essential.
Must possess own vehicle
and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will
have exceptional commu-
nication and selling skills,
a strong work ethic, a
positive attitude, excellent
manners, work well with
others and a desire to
grow with us.

We are looking to fill
this position immediately.
If you feel you have what
it takes to take us to the
next level, please email
your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com;
or call 214-675-6493.

The sky’s
the limit

The University of Dallas (UD)
Graduate School of Management
(GSM) is pleased to announce the
winners of the fifth annual Busi-
ness Plan Competition.

“The Business Plan Competi-
tion celebrates the entrepreneurial
spirit by not only recognizing great
business ideas, but also by provid-
ing each entrant with valuable
feedback about their business plan
from our diverse panel of judges,”
John Watters, Director, UD GSM
Center for Entrepreneurship, said.
“The plans are judged based on
many factors, including the thor-
oughness of the plan, creativity and
viability of the business concept.
We award ‘seed-money’ to the top
three budding entrepreneurs to
help them put their business plans

into action.”
This year’s prize money was

the largest amount in the history
of the competition, with the first
place winner receiving $7,500;
second place receiving free busi-
ness and personal tax and account-
ing for one year plus $1,000 (esti-
mated $4,000 value); and third
place receiving one UD GSM class
for free ($1,565 value).

The first and second place
prizes were generously underwrit-
ten by Gemmy Industries, Digital
Witness, DFW Petsitting, Educorp
Training, Bright & Companies,
Consilient Restaurants and Lake
Highlands Financial Services.

The winners were recognized
at a dinner hosted by entrepreneur
and long-time UD GSM supporter

Tristan Simon at his Hibiscus res-
taurant in Dallas.

“This process works,” Ron
Mussett, MBA ’05, winner of the
first Business Plan Competition,
said. “The business plan I devel-
oped for the competition has made
it possible for me to raise $1.5 mil-
lion in funding and find angel in-
vestors willing to help me reach
my goals. Getting constructive
criticism and compliments from

other professionals only helped me
build a better plan.”

The Business Plan Competi-
tion is open to all UD undergradu-
ate students, GSM graduate stu-
dents and alumni from any disci-
pline of study. Plans can be devel-
oped by individuals or teams. The
2008 Business Plan Competition
entry details will be announced in
early spring 2008. For more infor-
mation, contact John Watters at
jwatters@gsm.udallas.edu.

Graduate School of  Management announces
Business Plan Competition winners

The winners are:
First Place: Mindy Jones, GSM student, Kay Lee Designs:

Affordable Furniture
Second Place: Patrick Kinnamon, UD student, Life Expres-

sions: Frame of Mind Scrap Frame
Third Place: Edward Hardy, UD student, Rugged Rock

Climbing and Gym

Provided by Robert Smith
Cold temperatures, sunny

skies, and a surprise visit from
Santa Claus greeted more than 700
volunteers who gathered early
Christmas morning to help the
Visiting Nurse Association deliver
Meals on Wheels. 

A special Christmas meal of
turkey and gravy, sweet potato cas-
serole, green beans, dinner roll, pe-
can pie, and milk went out to more
than 3,300 homebound frail
elderly, sick, and disabled residents
of Dallas County on December 25. 

Gift bags from Santa were included
with the Christmas meals on the
332 delivery routes.

Christmas Meals on Wheels
were prepared in VNA’s temporary
kitchen in Irving and then trans-
ported to the parking lot of the
Comerica Bank service building in
Dallas to be picked up with gift
bags for delivery. Families of vol-
unteers, including nearly 50 from
the Sri Sathya Sai Baba organiza-
tion, helped not only deliver Meals
on Wheels, but also distributed

route maps to drivers and loaded
meals and gift bags into their cars.

All of VNA’s Meals on Wheels
operations, including Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas deliveries, will
return to 1440 W. Mockingbird
Lane when construction of a new
kitchen is completed in 2008.

Information about volunteer-
ing to deliver Meals on Wheels can
be obtained by contacting Betsy
Cox, VNA Director of Volunteers,
at 214-689-2210 or
coxbe@vnatexas.org.

VNA and Santa deliver on ChristmasVNA and Santa deliver on ChristmasVNA and Santa deliver on ChristmasVNA and Santa deliver on ChristmasVNA and Santa deliver on Christmas

Santa dropped by to wish Nancy Jellinek, VNA’s Eldercare coordinator, and Meals on Wheels volun-
teers a Merry Christmas.

Provided by Susan Hall
Smokers constantly hear that

quitting smoking is something
they should do for those around
them, because secondhand smoke
poses health risks to family mem-
bers and others. True. But that
aside, quitting smoking is some-
thing you should do for yourself.
Every organ of the body is affected
by nicotine and the many cancer-
causing substances in tobacco, ac-
cording to Barbara Mann, LPC,
smoking-cessation counselor at
Baylor Medical Center at Garland.

“Smoking causes the blood
vessels throughout the body to con-
strict, which limits their ability to
deliver vital oxygen and nutrients

When you quit smoking:When you quit smoking:When you quit smoking:When you quit smoking:When you quit smoking: Ho Ho Ho Ho How your body will thank youw your body will thank youw your body will thank youw your body will thank youw your body will thank you
to the organs,” Mann said. “When
this continues over a long period
of time, organs lose their func-
tion.”

According to the American
Cancer Society, the healing process
begins immediately after you put
out that last cigarette. Here’s the
timeline:
--- 20 minutes later: Heart rate and
blood pressure drop.
12 hours later: The carbon mon-
oxide level in your blood drops to
normal
--- 2 weeks to 3 months later: Cir-
culation and lung function im-
prove.
--- 1 to 9 months later: Coughing
and shortness of breath decrease.

1 year later: Your excess risk of
coronary heart disease is half that
of a smoker’s.
--- 10 years later: Your lung can-
cer death rate is about half that of
a continuing smoker’s. The risk of
cancer of the mouth, throat,
esophagus, bladder, cervix and
pancreas also decreases.
15 years later: Your risk of coro-
nary heart disease is the same as a
nonsmoker’s.

Mann’s advice is to make “a
total commitment” to quitting.

“Try the patch, gum, medica-
tion—if one approach doesn’t
work, try another,” she said. “It
may take six or seven attempts, but
you have to look at the big pic-

ture—it’s a process. When you suc-
ceed, it’s definitely worth it.”

For more information about
Baylor Medical Center at Garland,
visit www.BaylorHealth.com.

Irving Teen Court Coordina-
tor Diana Soto was inducted as
president of the Teen Court Asso-
ciation of Texas during the
organization’s annual conference
in November. Soto previously
served as president-elect of the as-
sociation for the past year. Her
term as president will run through
November 2008.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler

Teen Court
Association
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Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without Dental
Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100
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Baseball and soccer players
from MacArthur High School par-
ticipated in the the Athletes for
Literacy program in cooperation
with students from Hanes Elemen-
tary School. Brainchild of Jessica
Rose, instructional technology spe-
cialist at MacArthur, Rose has seen
the success of similar programs in
other school districts.

“I hope that our athletes at
MacArthur are getting an under-
standing of what it feels like to give
back and to mentor these kids,”
Rose said. “If every kid in this el-
ementary can be impacted about

learning and reading… then that’s
what’s important.”

Rose approached Hanes Prin-
cipal Stacy Blevins about begin-
ning the program. They have seen
the younger students adapt well.

“I think they’re seeing a posi-
tive role-model that is successful
in high school, not only in academ-
ics but in sports, and we all know
that to be successful in sports you
have to have the academic,”
Blevins said. “My kids are so ex-
cited when the athlete walks
in…they’re waving, they can’t
wait, they’re always saying ‘why
can’t I do it this week?’ It’s just

been a really good experience so
far.”

“I like it because I like to do a
lot of sports,” Hanes fourth grader
Joi Thomas said. Thomas also said
the school she used to attend did
not have this program and she en-
joys interaction with older students
that compete in some of the same
sports she plays.

“I think it’s important for us
to show the kids in elementary
school that it’s important to read
and to know what they’re reading,”
John Smart, MacArthur senior,
said. “While we do have a lot of
good athletes that come out here,
it’s not just about the sports that
we play, it’s about our grades and
about the academics.”

Athletes for Literacy ProAthletes for Literacy ProAthletes for Literacy ProAthletes for Literacy ProAthletes for Literacy Program at MacArgram at MacArgram at MacArgram at MacArgram at MacArthur bethur bethur bethur bethur begins with Hanesgins with Hanesgins with Hanesgins with Hanesgins with Hanes

Hanes Elementary School students Kenedee Carter and Jan
Carlos de Paula benefit from the interaction with John Smart,
senior at MacArthur High School.

Provided by Brendan Hughes
The Gilder Lehrman Institute

of American History recently an-
nounced it will sponsor thirty-two,
tuition-free, one-week teacher en-
richment seminars across the U.S.
and England for teachers at every
level. Participants in the competi-
tive application seminars will re-
ceive a $400 stipend, books, and
room and board. Public, parochial,
independent schoolteachers and
National Park Service employees
are eligible to apply. Each semi-
nar is limited to thirty partici-
pants. 

Historians from universities
including Stanford, Columbia,
Yale, and the University of Vir-
ginia will lead seminars on topics
ranging from the Colonial Era, the
U.S. Constitution, and the Under-
ground Railroad to the Great De-
pression, the Cold War, and the
Civil Rights Movement. Last year
more than 700 educators from
forty-nine states and six foreign
countries participated.

Applications must be post-
marked or submitted electronically
by Feb. 15, 2008. For information

on how to apply, visit
www.gilderlehrman.org.

Founded in 1994, the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History promotes the study and
love of American history. The In-
stitute serves teachers, students,
scholars, and the general public.
It helps create history-centered
schools and academic research
centers, organizes seminars and
programs for educators, produces
print and electronic publications
and traveling exhibitions, sponsors
lectures by eminent historians, and
administers a History Teacher of
the Year Award in every state
through its partnership with Pre-
serve America.

Gilder Lehrman Institute ofGilder Lehrman Institute ofGilder Lehrman Institute ofGilder Lehrman Institute ofGilder Lehrman Institute of
American HistorAmerican HistorAmerican HistorAmerican HistorAmerican History to offer freey to offer freey to offer freey to offer freey to offer free
summer seminars for teacherssummer seminars for teacherssummer seminars for teacherssummer seminars for teacherssummer seminars for teachers

Irving ISD is announcing test
dates for individuals no longer en-
rolled in a Texas public school and
who have not previously passed all
sections of the TAKS or TAAS exit
level tests, but have met all other
graduation requirements.

These individuals may retake
the section(s) not mastered on the
following testing dates: March 4 –
TAAS writing, TAKS ELA; March
5 – TAAS and TAKS math; March
6 – TAAS reading, TAKS science;
and March 7– TAKS social stud-
ies.

Registration packets for out-
of-school individuals are available
at each high school, at the IISD
Administration Building, and at
all regional education service cen-
ters. It is also possible to register
online by accessing http://
k12testing.tx.ncspearson.com/

tx_oos.htm. Online registration
must be completed and received in
Austin, Texas, by 5 p.m. Jan. 25,
2008.

The designated test site for IISD
is The Academy of Irving ISD, lo-
cated at 4601 N. MacArthur Blvd.
All examinees must report to The
Academy by 7 a.m. on the appro-
priate exam day. In order to be ad-
mitted to the testing site and take
the exams, all examinees must
show a picture ID.

For more information, contact
the Irving ISD at 972-215-5085.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
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We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach
your customers

Call 214-675-6493
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FELCOR LODGING TRUST
ACQUIRES FOUR DIAMOND RESORTS

Irving-based FelCor Lodging Trust acquired two Re-
naissance-branded, AAA Four Diamond resort ho-
tels in Florida and California. The $225 million
acquisition included the 560-room Renaissance
Esmeralda Resort & Spa in Indian Wells, CA and
the 361-room Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf
Club in St. Petersburg, FL. 
 

BIGGEST ECONOMIC COUP
The Dallas Morning News named the landing of
the new U.S. headquarters of Research in Motion
as the “Biggest Economic Coup” of 2007. The Ca-
nadian high-tech firm is expected to have up to
1,000 employees at its Las Colinas location. Re-
search in Motion (RIM) is the maker of BlackBerry.
 

TACO CABANA COMING
TO NORTH IRVING

Texas Taco Cabana LP signed a ground lease for
41,599 sq ft in the new Cypress Waters at the north-
east corner of Belt Line Road and IH-635 to build a
new Taco Cabana restaurant. Taco Cabana currently
has a restaurant on SH-183 at Story Road. 
 

SOGETI USA OPENS
LAS COLINAS OFFICE

Sogeti USA LLC opened an office in the Urban
Towers at 222 W. Las Colinas Blvd in Irving. Sogeti
USA offers expertise in such areas as data migra-
tion, enterprise business management, product
lifecycle management, software testing and appli-
cations management. The firm also specializes in
Sarbanes-Oxley compliance consulting.
 

EXXONMOBIL SHOWCASES
NEW FILM TECHNOLOGY

FOR HYBIRD AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES
ExxonMobil Chemical introduced a tailored bat-
tery separator film to improve performance of
lithium-ion batteries in next generation hybrid and
electric vehicles at the 23rd Electric Vehicle Sym-

BOOK OF LISTS CELEBRATION
RETURNING TO IRVING

The Dallas Business Journal’s 2008 Book of List Cel-
ebration will return this year to Las Colinas on Jan. 17th.
The Celebration will be held at LaCima Club on top of
the Williams Square Central Tower. The Irving Economic
Development Partnership is a Platinum Sponsor of the
event which is expected to bring approximately 500 ex-
ecutives from the Metroplex’s top companies to Irving.
The Irving-Las Colinas Marketing Center will be fea-
tured as executives arrive for the event. For advertising
and sponsorship information contact Clint Tenney with
the Journal, 214-706-7132 or ctenney@bizjournals.com.
Tickets to attend the event may also be purchased di-
rectly from the Journal.
 

BEST PLACES TO WORK
IN THE METROPLEX

January 21st is the deadline for companies to submit their
nominations for the Dallas Business Journal’s Best Places
to Work in the Metroplex. A human resources official
from the company or non-profit must complete the on-
line nomination form located at http://
dallas.bizjournals.com/dallas/nomination/1153. Those
companies identified for the next phase will be notified

posium and Exhibition in Anaheim CA. The new film
technologies have the potential improve the energy ef-
ficiency and affordability of the next wave of lower-
emission vehicles. 
 

D&R ENGRAVING
RELOCATES WITHIN IRVING

Long-time Irving business, D & R Engraving and Rub-
ber Stamps relocated from its downtown location to 1400
W. Irving Boulevard at Rogers. Owner Diane Boltas
stated that she wanted to retain her hometown
location. She may be contacted at 972-259-1934, or e-
mail at drengraving@verizon.net.
 

IRVING COMPANIES RECOGNIZED
BY DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL

The Vendor Guide and Promotional Consultant have
been recognized by the Dallas Business Journal (DBJ)
as being two of the 25 largest periodicals ranked by
press run totals.  Both are bi-monthly
publications. Irving-based DTS Aviation LLC was rec-
ognized as on the largest Federal contractors based on
contract value for the Air Force. 
 

by Jan. 28th. Final rankings are based upon confi-
dential employee surveys. The awards luncheon will
be May 1st. 
 

OFFICES@161/
WALNUT HILL COMPLETED

The construction is complete on a new 106,000 sq
ft, Class A office building at the intersection of SH-
161 and Walnut Hill Lane. Developers of the build-
ing are Poynter Scifres Co of Arlington. Space in
the building is being quoted at $21.50 per sq ft plus
electricity. The building is open to firms looking
for 10,000 or more square feet.
 

MARC USA NAMES
MANAGEMENT SUPERVISOR

Irving-based MARC USA has named Catherine
Clark to the position of management supervisor. 
 

STAFFELBACH TO RELOCATE
Staffelbach Design Associates, an Economic Devel-
opment Investor, has outgrown its current facilities
in Dallas and will be relocating into 19,000 sq ft at
2525 McKinnon Street in Uptown. Staffelbach is a
family-owned business that specializes in
rebranding of 1980s era buildings and environmen-
tally friendly interior designs. This is the company’s
first relocation in 41 years of business.
 

STATE OF THE CITY
January 29th at the Dallas Marriott at Las Colinas
will be the annual State of the City where Mayor
Gears will discuss 2007 accomplishments and plans
for the future. This year’s event will focus on the
many development projects currently under con-
struction or planned.
 
The Irving Economic Development Partnership has
initiated 11 new projects this fiscal year for either
relocation or expansion in Irving, and continues to
manage 22 similar projects carried over from the
previous fiscal year.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
DIAMOND INVESTORS

City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors
Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs

Properties Services

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

Provided by Dee Dee Ogrin
Worldwide, over 1 billion

adults are overweight and 300 mil-
lion are considered obese, accord-
ing to an online publication by the
World Health Organization. This
epidemic has far reaching effects;
even changing the way that health
care is delivered.

Baylor Medical Center at Irv-
ing is combating this obesity epi-
demic by installing patient lift sys-
tems in hospital rooms. This seem-
ingly small change will have a big
impact on both staff and patients.
Requiring nurses to lift and ma-
neuver obese patients has become
challenging. Lifting obese patients
can result in straining injuries or
injury to patients.

“Lifting is the primary mecha-
nism for injury in nursing,” Gary
Hamrick, Chief Nursing/Opera-
tions Officer, said. “We strive to
provide a work environment that
lessens injury risk and will enable
our nurses to work at the bedside
for the life of their career.”

The new lift system recently
installed in 37 hospital rooms at
Baylor Irving allows staff to effi-
ciently and seamlessly maneuver
patients into various positions or
allow staff to get the patient into
the restroom with ease. The lift
system helps to prevent patients
from falling while being moved
from one bed to another or into a
different position on their bed.
Future construction plans include
installing lift systems in all patient
rooms.

Baylor Irving also offers an-
other solution for combating the

obesity epidemic through various
surgery options. A comprehensive
weight management team per-
forms gastric bypass surgery, lap-
band, and gastric sleeve proce-
dures. This full-service program
provides pre and post operative
education, support groups, and di-
etetic services to help facilitate an
effective outcome.

Offering a wide spectrum of
care and services to help obese pa-
tients and their care providers is
important at Baylor Medical Cen-
ter at Irving.

“Providing comprehensive
weight loss solutions to patients
will allow them to more fully en-
joy life,” Dr. Sina Matin, surgical
director for the Weight Manage-
ment Center at Baylor Irving, said.

Baylor Medical Center at Irv-
ing is a 209 bed, full-service, fully-
accredited hospital, serving resi-
dents in Irving and the surround-
ing communities in the Dallas/Fort
Worth Metroplex. The hospital of-
fers advanced medical care for car-
diovascular services, diagnostic
imaging, rehabilitation services,
cancer treatment, orthopedic sur-
gery, digestive disease, sleep dis-
orders, weight loss surgery,
women’s services, and emergency
care.

In fiscal year 2007, Baylor
Health Care System will report
$390 million in community ben-
efit to the Texas Department of
State Health Services. To learn
more about Baylor Irving or Baylor
Health Care System, visit
www.baylorhealth.com.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

House for Rent:
3 bedroom house, fenced yard, MacArthur/
Rochelle area 1105 Fairfield St. Call 972-293-
9768

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

HELP WANTED
Experienced Food Service Workers

Grill/Prep/Utility/Cashiers
Monday-Friday Great Wages/Great Benefits/EEO

Call 972-653-5777 mornings ...
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM only

Leave message telling of your experience

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

HELP WANTED
SECURITY
OFFICER

Full time position in Las
Colinas.  Must have one year se-
curity experience, no arrest
record &  available to work
weekends and evenings.  $ 10.00
per hour.  Call 972-691-7599 M-
F,  9-5

DESKIN’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
Electrical, plumbing,

drywall, painting,
sprinkler repairs,

landscaping, hedge
trimming

214 708 4975
972 255 3152

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

By Jason Alderman
Few things bug me more than

unsolicited telemarketing calls -
especially on the weekend. That’s
why my family registered our
home and cell phone numbers with
the national Do Not Call list ad-
ministered by the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) when it be-
came available in 2003, joining
149 million others. As promised,
the volume of annoying calls
dropped significantly.

Earlier this fall, the FTC an-
nounced that millions of numbers
would begin dropping off the list
next year when a five-year expira-
tion date kicks in - meaning people
would have to reregister their num-
bers or risk being bombarded by
telemarketer calls once again. For-

tunately, Congress is working on
legislation to make opting out per-
manent, unless you want to remove
your number from the list.

If you haven’t already regis-
tered, it’s easy: Go to
www.donotcall.gov, or call 1-888-
382-1222. You can register all
phones in your household.

The Do Not Call Website and
phone number are also where you
can file complaints if telemarketers
violate registry rules by contacting
you against your wishes. Such vio-
lators have paid millions of dol-
lars in penalties since the list’s in-
ception.

Note that certain organiza-
tions are exempt from the Do Not
Call regulations barring contact:
charities, political causes and can-

didates, companies conducting sur-
veys and companies with which
you’ve done business in the last 18
months are still allowed to contact
you unless you specifically request
to be removed from their lists.
Also, telemarketers have up to 31
days to update their lists, so if
you’re not currently registered it
could take that long for calls to
cease.

Be aware that the FTC doesn’t
allow third-party companies to reg-
ister people on the list, so if some-
one offers to act on your behalf,
hang up or take their information
and report it to the FTC. These
crooks will try to collect a fee for
this free service - or worse, steal
your personal information.

Unfortunately, as anyone with
a mailbox or email account knows,
telemarketing is not the only way
people are inundated with unsolic-
ited marketing offers. In 2006,
$166.5 billion was spent on direct
marketing in the U.S. alone, and
close to 100 billion spam email
messages are sent each day.

Here are a few things you can
do to slow the flow of junk mail
and email spam:

Register for the Direct Mar-
keting Association’s Mail Prefer-
ence Service. For $1, they’ll re-
move your name from their pros-
pect mailing lists
(www.dmachoice.org). Not all
companies belong to DMA, so it’s
not 100 percent effective, but you
should see a big drop-off after 30
to 90 days.

If you’re overwhelmed by
catalogs or other solicitations from
retailers, you can either call their
toll-free numbers or send in the
mailing label containing your ad-
dress and ask to be removed from
their mailing lists.

The same DMA Website above
contains instructions for getting off
commercial email lists, removing

deceased individuals or others in
your care from marketing lists, and
precautions for preventing identity
theft.

Screen your emails. Be very
cautious about opening unsolicited
emails and never open attachments
or click on links unless you know
the source. Also, make sure your
Internet Service Provider’s spam
and virus protection software is up-
to-date. Ensure your kids under-
stand these dangers as well.

These precautions may be a
minor pain, but they’re well worth
the effort for the peace and quiet
they bring.

For peace and quiet, call ‘Do Not Call’

Provided by Kathleen Phillips
 Something in your holiday
heart will urge you to attempt to
forge a long-term relationship with
your poinsettia.

But before you repot it and
spend time and money trying to en-
courage it to produce vivid colors
again, make it a martyr for your
spring garden, suggests a Texas
Cooperative Extension horticultur-
ist.

“Unless you are an absolute
plant nut, the most economical and
reasonable thing to do is to discard
it when it starts to look rough
around the edges,” Dr. Don
Wilkerson, Extension horticultur-
ist and Earth-Kind advocate, said.

“And the best way to get rid
of a poinsettia is in a sustainable
manner by tossing it on a compost
pile rather than in the trash. We
don’t need to contribute to the end-
less stream of yard waste that is
clogging up urban landfills.”

Wilkerson said poinsettias,
which were brought to the U.S.
more than 180 years ago, were
never intended to be a perennial

plant. Perhaps because they are
associated with Christmas, people
often try to keep the plants alive.

“But the challenge is in get-
ting the plants to reflower. They
are photoperiodic which means
that they only bloom in the ‘short
day’ times of year. If there is any
interrupting of the dark cycle, they
remain in the vegetative state,” he
said.

Though there are no hard
numbers for this season yet, poin-
settias seem to have been sold at
low prices because supply about
matched the demand, according to
Dr. Charlie Hall, holder of the
Ellison Chair in International Flo-
riculture at Texas A&M University.

Hall said there were numerous
specials this season – from $1.49
for a 6-inch pot one Friday early
in the season to three for $10 on
the larger pots as Christmas
neared.

“There’s nothing more worth-
less than a poinsettia on Decem-
ber 26,” Hall said.

That’s where the compost pile
enters.

“Toss poinsettias on a compost
pile, dirt and all,” Wilkerson said.
“They have such a narrow carbon-
to-nitrogen ratio that the plants
will decompose rapidly, and the
potting medium will also contrib-
ute to a richer compost material.
The wider the carbon-to-nitrogen
ratio, the longer it will take to
break down”

Generally, the green or fleshy
items are higher in nitrogen
whereas the dried items are more
carbon.

So, go ahead to the compost
pile with the poinsettias and the
grapefruit, apples, pears and other
seasonal fruit that linger past be-
ing edible.

But other Christmas wastes -
such as gift wrap - may not be as
suitable for composting, Wilkerson
said, because they are higher in
carbon and thus take longer to de-
grade in the soil. Large pieces such
as evergreen boughs or pinecones
can be chipped into smaller pieces
and used for mulch on a flowerbed.

For more information, see
www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
extension/compost.html.

When Christmas is over -
poinsettias to the compost pile

Provided by Susan Hall
The houseguests are gone. The

gifts have been exchanged. The
decorations are down, and so are
you.

If you’re feeling blue follow-
ing the holidays, you’re not alone.

“I see more cases of depres-
sion in January than any other time
of year,” Gary L. Malone, M.D.,
medical director and chief of be-
havioral health at Baylor All Saints
Medical Center at Fort Worth, said.

Why is depression so common
following the holidays? The fran-
tic holiday season is catching up
with you. You overate, overdrank,
overspent and overextended your-
self. Maybe a family gathering re-
ignited an old grudge, or a get-to-
gether reminded you of a lost loved
one. The hustle and bustle of the
season may have distracted you,
but now there’s seemingly nothing
to look forward to until spring.

The good news is that you can
beat your post-holiday blues. Dr.
Malone offers the following tips:-

-- Eat, drink and be healthy. Raid
your pantry and toss any leftover
holiday treats. Eating a balanced
diet will give you more energy and
will make you feel better. Cut back
on caffeine if you’re having trouble
sleeping, and limit your alcohol
intake. Excessive consumption
contributes to depression.

--- Work it out. Physical activity
releases feel-good chemicals in
your body that help make you hap-
pier. Plus, it will rid you of those
extra pounds you gained during the
holiday season. If the winter
weather is keeping you from your
regular fitness routine, take it in-
side. Walk the inside perimeter of
a mall or join a gym. Many offer
New Year’s specials.

--- Share your feelings. Don’t
keep your frustrations bottled up.
Confide in a trusted friend or fam-
ily member. Often just talking
about what’s bothering you can be
a big relief. Your confidant may be

able to offer a realistic perspective
on what you’re going through.
Know when to ask for help. If your
post-holiday blues don’t go away,
or if you experience physical symp-
toms of depression, talk with your
doctor or call Baylor All Saints
Behavioral Health Services at 817-
922-1162. Treatment is available
and may include antidepressants
and therapy.

Symptoms of Depression
-- a persistent sad or “empty” mood
-- sleeping too little or too much
-- weight loss or weight gain
-- loss of interest in once-enjoyed
activities
-- restlessness
-- difficulty concentrating
-- fatigue
-- thoughts of death or suicide
Source: National Mental Health
Association
 
For more information, visit
www.BaylorHealth.com.
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If your business would like to advertise in the games section
of the Irving Rambler.  Almost everyone likes to play games giv-
ing advertisers a captive and entertained audience.

Sudoku is a popular game that requires logic.  Unlike most
other puzzles Sudoku using numbers instead of letters and words.
Most players take 10 to 15 minutes to solve a normal Sudoku

ADVERTISE HERE
puzzle.  Even the 2007 World Sudoku Record holder takes more than
2 minutes to solve a regular puzzle. If your advertisement is next to
our Sudoku puzzle players will see it for a long time.

We are considering a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this
section would guarantee you could play your favorite game every week.

Contact us at 214-675-6493

Sudoku

Crossword Puzzle



We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

OBITUARIES
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  January 03, 2008

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

BILLY TYCE
SHINDOLL

Billy Tyce Shindoll, of Irving,
passed away December 20, 2007.
He was born April 4, 1932 in Dal-
las.

Survivors include his spouse
of 56 years, June Shindoll of Irv-
ing; daughter Debra Guthrie and
husband George of Burleson; son-
in-law Bill Forston of Red Oak;
grandchildren Tiffany Watkins of
husband Hally of Grand Prairie,
Brian Guthrie and wife Lynn of
Glen Rose, Anthony Guthrie, and
Roland Perez of Grand Prairie;
great grandsons Taylor and Chan-
dler Watkins; brothers Gene
Shindoll and wife Bernice of Balch
Springs, and Orvil Shindoll and
wife Gloria of Kerens; and sister
Joyce Campbell of Ft. Worth.

Funeral services were held
Dec. 22 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Rev. Joaquin Garri-
son officiating. He was laid to rest
at Grove Hill Memorial Park next
to his daughter Elizabeth Charlene
Forston.

WILLIAM HOWARD
“BILL” LEWIS

    William
Howard “Bill”
Lewis, age 78, a
resident of Irv-
ing for three
years, formerly
of Shreveport,
LA, died
Christmas day,

December 25, 2007 at home.
Born Aug. 19, 1929 in Great

Falls, SC to Henry Newman Lewis
and Geneva Knight Lewis, he
served in the U.S. Army for 20
years. Bill lived in Fayetteville, NC
for 50 years. He married Debra
Hubbs on June 25, 2005 in Irving.
A postal clerk for the U.S. Postal
Service for 22 years, he was a
member of VFW Post 2494,
American Legion Post 379, Re-

tired Military Association and a
member of the Baptist faith.

Preceded in death by his first
wife, Ruth E. Lewis in 2003 and a
son, Robert William Lewis. Survi-
vors include his wife, Debra; chil-
dren, Richard Howard Lewis and
John Edward Lewis, both of
Fayetteville, NC, Steve Allen
Lewis of New Orleans, LA and
Alisa Rose Lewis Starnes of
Shreveport, Louisiana; step-chil-
dren, Ashley Loren Seelhorst and
Nicholas Paul Seelhorst, both of
Irving; ten grandchildren; ten
great grandchildren; brothers,
Barron Lewis and Franklin D.
Lewis, both of NC; and, sister,
Mary Elizabeth of Columbia, SC.

Service was Jan. 3 at Rogers
and Breece Funeral Home in
Fayetteville, NC. Guy Bianco of
the Retired Military Association
officiated. Interment was at
Sandhills State Veterans Cemetery
in Spring Lake, NC.

GENE ARTHUR
PETERS, I

Gene Arthur Peters, I, 72, passed
away on December 23, 2007 in
Sawyer, OK.

He was born on Feb. 24, 1935
in Oklahoma City, OK to Elijah &
Velma Peters. He was veteran of
the U.S. Marine Corps serving in
the Korean Conflict. He was a re-
tired General Manager for All City
Trailer Repair.

He is survived by his wife of
31 years, June Peters, of Sawyer,
OK, Daughter, Cathy Wisdon and
husband, Ed of Irving, son, Gene
Arthur Peters, II of Buckeye, AZ,
five grandchildren, three great
grandchildren, two sisters, Patricia
Roe of Cibolo, TX, Jacqueline
Pridemore of Danville, IN, and
twin brother, Gerald Peters of Park
Hill, OK.

Funeral Services were held on
Dec. 28 at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church. Interment followed at D/

FW National Cemetery in Dallas.
Funeral service conducted under
the direction of Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home.

GENEVA GAIL
ROKUSEK 

    Geneva Gail
Rokusek, of
Euless, passed
away December
26, 2007. She
was born Aug.
20, 1949 in
Wynnewood,

OK.
Survivors include her ex-hus-

band Stan Rokusek of Euless;
mother Genevieve Ashmore of Irv-
ing; son Clinton Rokusek of Ar-
lington; daughter Linda Rokusek
of Euless; and sisters Alyce Peruski
of Plano and Shirley Bonner of Irv-
ing.

Graveside services were held
Jan. 2 at Oaklawn Cemetery in
Wynnewood. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

VERA NAOMI WELLS
    Vera Naomi
Wells, of Irv-
ing, passed
away December
27, 2007. She
was born Sep.
2, 1931 in San
Angelo.

Survi-
vors include her husband Kenneth
Wells of Irving; daughter Tracy
Porter, husband Scott, and their
daughter Alyssa of Austin; brother
Roy McDaniel of Houston; and sis-
ters Freda Holloway of Alvarado,
and Ila Walters of Houston.

Funeral services were held
Jan. 2 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Rev. Earnest Walt of-
ficiating. Interment followed at
DFW National Cemetery. Memo-
rial donations may be made to
American Cancer Society for lung
cancer research.

GWEN DENNIS
Gwen Dennis, age 89, a resident
of Irving for ten years, formerly of
Whitney, TX, died December 30,
2007 at an Irving hospital.

Born May 2, 1918 in Polytech-
nic, TX to John Frank Alsup and
Stella Ada Rodgers Alsup, she at-
tended St. Joseph’s Hospital Nurs-
ing School in Fort Worth. Gwen
served in the 5th U.S. Army Nurses
Corps, receiving the Bronze Star.
She was a Methodist. On Dec. 21,
1947 in Dallas, she married
Charles Wendell Dennis. Gwen
helped Charles build Union Sling
Company, retiring in 1975.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band on May 11, 2005 and a
brother, John F. Alsup, Jr. She is
survived by daughter, Stella
Emerson and husband Bill of Irv-
ing; son, Charles Dennis and wife
Susan of Hickory Creek; grand-
children, Charles Vance Emerson,
Roger Steven Dennis and wife
Jamie, Sun-Shine Espinoza and
husband Josiah, Jeremy Lon Den-
nis and wife Erin, Jonathan Dean
Dennis and Christopher Ryan Den-
nis; great grandchildren, Liam
Emerson, Alexis Dennis, Lily Den-
nis and Eva Espinoza.

Visitation was Tuesday at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. Graveside service was Jan.
2 at Rodgers Cemetery in
Kennedale, TX.

FRANCES “JUDY”
BURCHAM

    Frances
“ J u d y ”
Burcham, age
64, a resident of
Irving since
1965, formerly
of Denver, CO,
died December
30, 2007 at an

Irving hospital.
Born May 2, 1943 in Glen-

dale, CA to Robert Q. Flagel and
Maryjane Wickwire Flagel, she
married Carl Burcham on March
13, 1965 in Dallas. Judy was a
manager at Echo Bookstore in Irv-
ing for 26 years. She was a mem-
ber of the Episcopal church. Some
of her hobbies included reading,
quilting, breeding and racing thor-
oughbred horses and spending
time with her children and grand-
children. She was a member of the
Hedgehog Rescue Society where
she devoted much of her time.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents, Judy is survived by her hus-
band Carl; children, Michael
Burcham and wife Frances, Craig
Burcham and wife Mellisa and
Kara Burcham, all of Irving; sis-
ter, Pat Spence of Mineola; brother,
Bob Flagel of League City; and,
grandchildren, Stephanie, Stefani,
Elizabeth, Brittany and Ryan.

A visitation will be held Jan.
2 at the funeral home. Service was
Jan. 3 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Interment to
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
American Heart Association.

DOROTHY SANGSTER
ARNEY

    Dorothy
Sangster Arney,
age 74, a resi-
dent of Irving
for 45 years,
formerly of
Dallas died
Dec. 30, 2007

at home. Dorothy was born Feb.
23, 1933 in Dallas to Clarence and
Orabell Wilson White.

Preceded in death by grand-
son, Tommy Lambert, Jr., she is
survived by her husband Fred
Arney; sons, Benny Sangster and
Tommy Lambert, all of Irving,
Gary Lambert of Arlington; sister,
Ruby Weaver and husband Gene
of Pasadena; grandchildren, Kyle
Lambert and wife Misty of Forney,

Ian Mason and wife Donya of
Euless, Chris Goodier and wife
Leslie of Denton, Alesha Lambert
and Kendall Lambert, both of Ar-
lington; great grandchildren
Bailey Lambert of Forney, Julian
Pillans and Alexis Mason, both of
Euless, Amber Goodier and Chris-
topher Goodier, both of Denton;
nephews, Ricky Mason  of Arling-
ton and Michael Mason of Grand
Prairie; as well as numerous nieces
and friends.

Visitation was Wednesday at
the funeral home. Service was Jan.
3 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel.

JOE SANMIGEL
GONZALEZ, JR.

   Joe Sanmigel
Gonzalez, Jr.,
age 64, a resi-
dent of the Dal-
las-Fort Worth
metro-plex for
28 years, died
December 28,
2007 at an Irv-

ing nursing center. Born July 6,
1943 in Batesville, TX to Joe
Gonzalez, Sr. and Dominga
Sanmigel Gonzalez, he loved fish-
ing and hunting.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents, Joe is survived by his chil-
dren, Sylvia Gonzales and husband
Pedro of Irving, Sarah Buck and
husband Aaron of Austin, Michael
Gonzales and wife Julie of
McKinney and Jaime Gonzales of
Florida; grandchildren Brittany,
Haley, Taylor, Madison, Cody and
Zander; brother, Pete of Winters,
TX; sisters, Tommy, Josey, Rosa
and Mary, all of Kerrville, TX.

Private family services are
planned.

DORA ELIZABETH
FAULKNER

    Dora Eliza-
beth Faulkner,
of Irving,
passed away
December 29,
2007. She was
born June 16,
1926 in Athens,

TX.
Survivors include her husband

Rex Faulkner of Irving; son
Michael Faulkner and Jim
Chamblin, both of Los Angeles;
daughter Donna Snider and hus-
band James of Irving; brother
Emmett Boyd of Woodbine, GA;
and granddaughter Emily Cate
Snider Finbow.

Private interment was held at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Memorial services followed Jan. 2
at First Christian Church. Memo-
rial donations may be made to First
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Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Christian Church, 201 E. 6th St,
Irving, TX 75060. Arrangements
were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

HAROLD ALLSPAW
    Harold
Allspaw, 87,
passed away
December 23,
2007. He
worked for
Braniff Airways
for 40 years,

was very active in his church and
community and was loved by all
who knew him.

Memorial services were Jan.
5 at the First United Methodist
Church, 211 W. Third St., Irving.
Interment will take place in Berne,
IN.

PATSY BUTTS
WOODALL

   Patsy Butts
Woodall, age
75, of Irving
passed away on
Dec. 21, 2007.

S h e
was born on
July 15, 1932 in

Kress, TX. We are saddened by her
passing, but rest assured that she
is in everlasting peace with her
parents, J. B. and Lillie Butts, and
sister, Wilma Lamb.

Survivors include, loving hus-
band, Jimmy Woodall; devoted
daughter, Deanna Cox and hus-
band Lee; faithful sons, Doug
Woodall and wife Jovita, Russell
Woodall and wife Ann; brother,
John Butts and wife Joy; grandchil-
dren, Shawn Cox, Russ Chaney,
Cari Rubio, Holly Yarborough,
Dustin Woodall, Ashley Stump,
Morgan Woodall; great-grandchil-
dren, Aaron, Madison, Isabella,
Garrett, Kaleb, Brooklynn, Corbin

and Mackenzie.
Patsy will be missed by all and

will be eulogized by long time fam-
ily friend, Jim Culbreth. Funeral
Services were held on Dec. 28 at
Chism-Smith Funeral Home with
interment following at DFW Na-
tional Cemetery.

DORIS VIRGINIA CROSS
D o r i s

Virginia Cross,
a life long resi-
dent of Irving,
passed away
December 30,
2007.

S h e
was born on March 29, 1925. She
was a member of Oak View Bap-
tist Church in Irving.

She is survived by son Steven
Cross and wife Alma of Floresville,
TX; son Stanley Cross and wife
Maryann of Pasadena, CA; daugh-
ter Susan Cross Roberts and hus-
band Drew of Sachse, TX; brother
Walter “Dub” Futch of Irving;
grandchildren Abigail, Wesley &
Kelsey Roberts and Alexandra
Cross; nephew Dr. Tom Futch;
nieces, Joyce Ann Wommack;
Carolyn Cooper; Keri Robertson;
Lindy Russell and Karen Cross.

Funeral services were held
Jan. 3 at Oak View Baptist Church,
Irving, with Dr. Jim Gerlach offi-
ciating. Interment followed at
DFW National Cemetery,
Dallas. Arrangements were made
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

MARCIA HUGHES OWEN
Marcia Hughes Owen, 56, passed
away on December 31, 2007 in Irv-
ing.

She was born on Sep. 15, 1951
in Irving. Marcia was a 1969
graduate of MacArthur High
School and a 1975 graduate of

SMU where she received a
bachelor’s degree in accounting.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Euin Owen, father,
Billy Joe Hughes, sister, Alicia
Allen and brother, William Bryan
Hughes. Survived by her daughter,
Emily Owen of Richardson, son,
Benjamin Owen of Dallas, mother,
Gwendolyn Hughes of Irving, sis-
ter, Trecia Upchurch of North
Richland Hills, numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Visitation was Thursday
evening. Funeral services were
Jan. 4 at First Baptist Church of
Irving. Interment followed at
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.
In leui of flowers memorials may
be made to the American Diabetes
Association at www.diebetes.org or
1-800-342-2383.

GERALDINE
“JERRY” LUCAS

    Geraldine
“Jerry” Lucas, a
66 year resident
of Irving,
passed away
January 1,
2008.

S h e
was born April

8, 1918 in Hopkins County, TX.
Jerry was a 1939 graduate of Saint
Paul Nursing School. She married
Winston B. “Buck” Lucas in 1942
and he preceded her death after 58
years of marriage.

Also preceding her in death
was her father Ervin Addy, Sr,
M.D. and mother Emma Johnson
Addy, siblings Ervin E. Addy, Jr,
M.D. and Beth Leveridge, neph-
ews Ervin E. Addy, III and Wm.
Blair Addy; survivors include her
son Andrew “Andy” Lucas and
daughter Carol Lucas, both of Irv-
ing; friends who are family Eddie
and Scherel Carver of Tyler, Dave,
Nana and Robbie Edwards of
Coppell, the Mintz family, Bob and
Linda, Robin and Randy, Wendi
and John, Misti  and T.R., Emma,
Mattie, and Savana, and David,
Eliza, and Vincent Pintor of Dal-
las; brother-in-law Jack Leveridge
of Breckenridge, TX; and nieces
and nephews Kathy and Fred
Hoffman of Arlington, Mike and
Rosa Leveridge of Breckenridge,
Susan Addy of Coppell, Judy
Blaylock of Coppell, Mark and
Kay Ross of Irving, and Steve and
Linda Leveridge of Euless; cous-

ins Willard Gober of Austin,
Charles Addy of Alex, OK, and Jim
and Ruth Gober of Farmington,
NM.

Funeral services were held
Jan. 3 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. Dona-
tions may be made to the Special
Olympics Teams at Bachman Rec-
reation Center, 2750 Bachman Dr,
Dallas, TX 75220.

MAE “GRANNY”
MULLICANE

    Services for
Mae Mullicane
82 of Bullard
were held on
Dec. 31 at Cen-
tral Baptist
Church in Tyler
with Rev. Kim

Beckham officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Whitehouse Cemetery un-
der the direction of Stewart Fam-
ily Funeral Home in Tyler.

Mrs. Mullicane passed away
on December 28, 2007 in Tomball.

She was born on Jan. 9, 1925
in Dallas to the late William
Vernon and Myrtle Mae Saunders
Francis. She grew up in the Dal-
las area, graduating from Tech
High School. She was employed at
LTV, a defense plant in Irving,
during World War II. After World
War II, she married James
Mullicane in California on his re-

turn from active duty and relocated
to Irving in 1948. There they be-
gan their family with the addition
of four children. They then moved
to Mission, TX in 1972 and then
to Whitehouse in 1984. Mrs.
Mullicane was a Baptist who was
active in her church and also
served as a lay missionary to
Mexico. She enjoyed cooking and
was an accomplished artist. Her
greatest joy came from caring for
her family.

Mrs. Mullicane was preceded
in death by her parents and hus-
band. She is survived by a loving
family including a son, Jim
Mullicane of Bullard; three daugh-
ters, Judy Kearney of Irving, Jane
Power of Whitehouse, and June
Jacobson of Magnolia; a sister,
Virginia Hearn of Irving; 9 grand-
children; 3 great-grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Pallbearers were Chris Power,
Jim Mullicane, Gene Hearn, Greg
Hearn, George Hearn, Jr., Brennon
Jacobson, and Calvin Power.

Visitation was Dec. 30 at
Stewart Family Funeral Home,
Tyler, TX.

Memorials in honor of Mae
Mullicane may be made to Central
Baptist Church, 6253 New
Copeland Road, Tyler, TX 75703.
For more information or to express
condolences, visit
www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com.

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an indepen-
dent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An
Irving resident for more than 12 years,
she and her husband have been mar-
ried for more than 40 years and have
four daughters and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Ram-
bler, the publisher, editor, or any staff
member.

Hi Irving!
    Welcome
back to The Irv-
ing Rambler in
2008. We antici-
pate a remark-
able year with

informative, interesting, and accu-
rate news. We are off to a great
start.

As we get older it seems like
the years just fly by; or is it that
we are too busy? Maybe we just
need to slow down a bit? Nah. I
love the beginning of the New
Year. I get the feeling of refresh-
ment. The New Year is like a mini
new beginning. Many of us make
New Year resolutions.

Long ago I started making
New Year promises or commit-
ments instead. Seems like it puts a
little more pressure on me to ac-
complish them and it helps me to

make my best effort.
My first commitment for 2008

is to spend more time in God’s
Word. The Bible says that if we
first seek the kingdom of God and
all His righteousness then “all
these things will be added unto
[us].” On Sunday my Pastor told
our congregation that we are “go-
ing from good to great in 2008.” I
believe that and also think it is a
great mission for all of us.

I want to wish all The Irving
Rambler readers a very happy and
productive 2008. Also, a very
happy New Year to my family, dear
friends (too many to mention.), our
Mayor, City Manager, city coun-
cil, many city officials and employ-
ees, fire department, police depart-
ment, etc.

If you would like to become
more involved in the community
this year, the Red Cross provides

many rewarding opportunities.
Don’t hesitate to take advantage of
the programs they offer through-
out the year. Contact Sylvia
Santelli via email at:
ssantelli@redcrossdallas.org or
www.redcrossdallas.org/vrdr to
find out more. Praying to make a
difference.
 
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless you.

Outpacing totals from previ-
ous years, Irving ISD employees
donated a total of $32,416 during
the 2007 United Way giving cam-
paign.

Thomas Haley Elementary
School raised the most money - a
total of $4,011 - followed by
MacArthur High School’s total of
$3,139. Townsell Elementary
School and the IISD Administra-
tion Building raised $2,746 and
$2,348, respectively. Others rais-
ing more than $1,000 included
Clifton Early Childhood School,
Wheeler Transitional & Develop-
ment Center as well as Keyes,
Lively, Stipes and Townley el-
ementary schools.

In total participation,
Townsell led the district with 56

donors, followed by MacArthur
with 45 and Thomas Haley with
42 donors. IISD produced a total
of 730 donors for the year, and al-
though less than the 794 total do-
nors giving for 2006, monetary
totals increased an average of $436
among each of the 10 organiza-
tions raising more than $1,000.

According to the United Way
of Metropolitan Dallas, United
Way organizations are indepen-
dently incorporated and operated
across the country. Donors may
contribute to any United Way, but
contributions collected by United
Way of Metropolitan Dallas, such
as those collected by IISD, go di-
rectly to fund programs in this
area.

IISD emploIISD emploIISD emploIISD emploIISD employyyyyees give moreees give moreees give moreees give moreees give more
than $32K to United than $32K to United than $32K to United than $32K to United than $32K to United WWWWWaaaaayyyyy
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Homestyle Cooking
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Lite-eaters Selection

out having to navigate through the
streets.

“The usership for Campión
Trails is going up each year, be-
cause the trail is getting longer and
longer. Designed for rollerbladers,

bicyclers, hikers, walkers and jog-
gers, there is a 12 foot wide con-
crete trail, so it is easy for people
to pass. A lot of bicyclists ride the
trails pretty regularly, because they
don’t have to get out on the roads,
it is a lot safer,” he said.

Tolers celebrate
65th anniversary
LeRoy and Clereta Abney Toler
of Irving celebrated their 65th
anniversary with a reception
hosted by their children and
grandchildren.  They were mar-
ried in Dallas, TX on January
9, 1943.  They have two chil-
dren, Bob Toler and Sharon Hix,
six grandchildren,
Robin Fenley, Brian Hix,
Heather Cozart, Janet Hix,
Lisa Simms, and Jennifer Neumann, and five great-grandchildren,
Jarrett and Addison Fenley, Elleson Cozart, Kendall Simms, and
Reagan Hix

After receiving authorization
to negotiate, Planning and Inspec-
tions Department staff will present
a consultant contract for the Irv-
ing Boulevard Corridor Enhance-
ment Study at the Jan. 10 City
Council meeting. The city’s inter-
view team selected Denver-based
EDAW Inc., an internationally rec-

IrIrIrIrIrving Boulevard Corridorving Boulevard Corridorving Boulevard Corridorving Boulevard Corridorving Boulevard Corridor
Enhancement StudyEnhancement StudyEnhancement StudyEnhancement StudyEnhancement Study

ognized multidisciplinary firm
specializing in the fields of land-
scape architecture, urban design
and environmental planning. Ad-
ditional work team members in-
clude Cooksey Communications of
Irving and Leland Consulting of
Denver, Colo. (market analysis/
economic feasibility). The work
program is expected to be com-
pleted within 8-10 months, with
project coordination for the city
being handled by the Planning and
Research Division. The city’s new Problem Solv-

ing Team, which includes staff
from Code Enforcement, Animal
Services, and the Fire and Police
departments, participated in a col-
laborative effort to address sub-
standard housing and crime issues
in Irving’s Riverview and Tudor
Lane areas. This operation identi-
fied 475 violations and produced
122 citations and 16 arrests.

TTTTTudor Lane/udor Lane/udor Lane/udor Lane/udor Lane/
RiverRiverRiverRiverRiverviewviewviewviewview

Joint OperationJoint OperationJoint OperationJoint OperationJoint Operation

Two Irving tourism officials
received Hotel Association of
Greater Dallas “HOSPY” awards
at a recent gala honoring the hotel
industry’s top performers. Irving
Convention and Visitors Bureau
Executive Director Maura Gast
was presented the Friend of the
Industry Award for her support of
the hotel industry and work in pro-
moting tourism to North Texas.
Gail Jackson, general manager of
the Hilton Garden Inn DFW South,
was chosen General Manager of
the Year in the select service hotel
category for her contributions to
the industry.

Irving Community Television
Network (ICTN) engineers are in-
stalling equipment and wiring in
a new production truck. The truck,
which replaces a 15-year-old
model, will be used for three-cam-
era productions such as public
meetings and interview shows. It
also will serve as a backup for the
larger production truck that is used
for “Irving: Game of the Week”
and Irving Arts Center events.

Hotel Hotel Hotel Hotel Hotel AssociationAssociationAssociationAssociationAssociation
of Greater Dallasof Greater Dallasof Greater Dallasof Greater Dallasof Greater Dallas
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