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Make sure your notices are placed in a newspaper
where people will actually see them

LEGAL NOTICES

Call 214-675-6493

By Jess Paniszczyn
Over 38 seasons of profes-

sional football games, Texas Sta-
dium became an iconic symbol of
both the Dallas Cowboys and Irv-
ing. The stadium hosted its first
Cowboy football game on Oct. 24,
1971 and its last on Dec. 20, 2008.
Now that the crowds are gone and

the cheers are faded, the final days
of the stadium itself may be at hand.

“There is a Jan. 15 State of the
City Address that will occur at Texas
Stadium Club. That will be one of
the last official actions that occur
at Texas Stadium site,” Irving Coun-
cilman Joe Philipp said. “Then the
kitchens will be closed down and

the seats removed. You will see a
complete inventory redone again
by the City and by Texas Stadium
Dallas Cowboys. On Jan. 31, they
will turn over the keys to the City
and cease all payments into Texas
Stadium funds. All rental payments
will cease and the City will have
the full control of the stadium.

“There are probably three to
five options that we are exploring
and have been exploring for some
time for the use of the site, which is
commonly called ‘the Teardrop.’
The first is Forest City, a private
developer, that would like to do a
traditional development, which is
commercial, retail, and living or
rental of town homes and multifam-
ily.

“We have been working with
Forest City for almost three years.
They have made a proposal already
to buy the entire site. The Council

evaluated that proposal and re-
jected it. The Council felt their first
offer was too low. There was much
more inherent value in the Texas
Teardrop than they were offering
us. We chose to continue negotia-
tions and work with them as the
primary private developer. We have
communication with them virtually
every month. We continue to work
closely with them, because we see
them either as a primary purchaser
or as a partner in the development

Texas Stadium after the Cowboys exit

By Jess Paniszczyn
Assorted jars of preserves and

sauces, tomatoes, squash and bags
of peanuts were the last items left
for sale at the Farmer Boy’s Market
on Dec. 31. After 52 years of serv-
ing the Irving community, a few
simple, hand written signs on the
door and inside the market quietly
announced the closing of an Irv-
ing institution.

Started by Thurman Burket
and a cousin on July 4, 1956,
Farmer Boy’s Market was operated
by Thurman, his wife Mae and their
family until the final day of 2008.

“I sincerely appreciate all my
customers,” Mae said as she baked
cookies for the closing day festivi-
ties. “They made the place what it
is. Without them we could not
have done this. I really love my
customers. I hope they find a good
place to buy produce.

“This business has provided
us a living. It has allowed us to do
what we wanted to do. Coming from
the farm, I enjoyed working with
the produce. I raised my children
here and my grandchildren. It has
been a God send blessing.

“It is my desire that someone
would buy it and continue in the
produce market, because Irving re-
ally needs this. There is not another
produce market here. At one time,
there were ten of us.”

Having raised their children
and grandchildren in the business,
the Burket’s decided the time had
come to pursue other opportuni-
ties.

“I’m still in relatively good
health. But I can tell that I’m 80
years old. I’m slowing down. I want
to go out while I still feel like doing
something else rather than go out
when I can’t do anything. I’m go-
ing to enjoy life,” Mae said.

Local produce market closes

“I hope to go to the country,
play in the dirt and plant a garden.
I was born and raised in the coun-
try, and I have always wanted to
go back there. It’s a lot of work, but
there is a lot of pleasure and joy in
raising a garden. I really love flow-
ers. I would love to get out there
and have flower beds everywhere.

“We will move eventually. It
will be a while. We have to sell the
building and sell our home. I am

hoping that in two years we can
move out there.”

Deborah Norton, one of the
Burket’s daughters, says the mar-
ket has become a tradition for many
Irving families.

“We have customers who are
third generation bringing their kids
here. We have four generations of
families coming here, but the fourth
generation is little,” Deborah said.

Academic Decathlon teams
from Irving ISD traveled to Holmes
High School in San Antonio on De-
cember 12 and 13 for a practice
meet in preparation for the Regional
Academic Decathlon in January.

The Nimitz High School Aca-
demic Decathlon team finished sec-
ond out of 34 teams. Individually,
Celeste Martinez was the top “C”
student at the competition, Patrick
Lewis was the third place “C” stu-
dent, and David Orozco was the
third place “B” student. Marcus
Johnson was the third place “A”
student and was Nimitz’s top scor-
ing team member. Other members
of the Nimitz team – all of whom
won at least two individual medals
in various events – include Marcos
Vera, Maria O’Connor, Merhawi
Hailemariam, Vy Cao-Nguyen, and
Jasmine Perkins.

The MacArthur High School
team finished in eighth place over-
all. Jael Ahmad, Karissa McCalip,
Emilie Anderson, Conor Bell, and
Betsy Bethea each won at least two
medals in various events and Izak
Hernandez and Adrian Barry each
medaled in science and essay
events, respectively.

The team from Irving High
School, an entirely new team con-
sisting of eight sophomores and
one junior, placed thirteenth out of
34. Team members Luke Simmons,
William Sanchez, and Luis Nambo
each medaled in an event with
Nambo winning first in his division
for the super quiz event.

Academic Decathlon teamsAcademic Decathlon teamsAcademic Decathlon teamsAcademic Decathlon teamsAcademic Decathlon teams
tratratratratravel to San vel to San vel to San vel to San vel to San AntonioAntonioAntonioAntonioAntonio

At the practice meet, Keller
High School finished first and Katy-
Cinco Ranch High School finished
third. The Regional Academic De-
cathlon is scheduled for Jan. 30-31
at MacArthur High School.

Enjoying a life full of produce, Mae Burket, co-owner of Farmer
Boy’s Market, displays a few of her final squash and tomatoes before
closing the market after 52 years of continuous operation.

See FAMILY, Page 4

See COUNCIL, Page 3
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KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

Joan Black -
Van Zandt

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

469-713-1862
OPEN ENROLLMENT

NOVEMBER 15TH – DECEMBER. 31ST

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW
Qualified Medicare Supplements

Medicare Advantage Plans
PART D Prescription Drug Plans

Irving Fire Department responded to 640 incidents.

The Fire incidents
 199  Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   13  Structure Fires
    2  Special Operations
    5   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  38 Major Accidents
 154 Major Medical
  40 Heart Attacks
  73 Difficulty Breathing
  86 Trauma Related
  30 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Dec. 19 - 31 2008

Comments:
12-20: Incident #818650, at 2530 Century Lake, was a Haz

Mat incident. A business at that location spilled approxi-
mately 30 gallons of diesel fuel which was contained upon
arrival.

Of the three structure fires, two were small cooking
fires with little damage, the third fire was under control in
40 minutes. Two firefighters sustained minor injuries, but
were able to return to duty.

12-29:

Structure Fire: 12-
18-08 at 6:02 a.m.  An
employee arriving at
work at a neighboring
restaurant reported

seeing flames inside the Chicken
and Rice Restaurant, 3601 N. Belt
Line Rd. The fire required a three-
alarm response by IFD. Northgate
Drive was closed both directions

for approximately forty-five min-
utes while firefighters battled the
blaze.  There was extensive smoke
damage to at least two businesses
in the same building. The fire ap-
pears to have started in the kitchen.

Theft from Person Arrest: 12-18-
08 at 4:22 p.m.  Investigator Boyle
was in plain clothes and an un-
marked vehicle when he observed
what he believed to be a purse
snatching at the Irving Mall. Boyle
followed the suspects until patrol
officers and Investigator Morris
could respond to make a traffic
stop of the suspects. The offense
was confirmed and the victim’s
purse was recovered. All three sus-
pects were linked to the crime and
were arrested for theft from
person. The victim was not in-
jured. 

Aggravated Robbery: 12-19-08 at
2:28 p.m.  Three males entered
American Transfers, 2732 W. Irv-
ing Blvd. The suspects placed the
clerk on the floor at gun point. They
took money, the victim’s cell phone,
credit cards, and driver’s license.
The suspects ran inside the Irving
Bazaar. A perimeter was set up
around the Bazaar and the interior
was searched by Patrol, CID and
Narcotics officers. The suspects
were not located. The victim suf-
fered minor injuries to her face.

Sudden Death: 12-21-08 at 12:15
a.m.  Officers were dispatched to a
possible minor accident in the red
parking lot of Texas Stadium. The
complainant was found slumped
over his steering wheel. When he
did not respond to verbal com-
mands, IFD was called. The com-
plainant was transported to Baylor
Irving Hospital where he was pro-
nounced deceased.

Pedestrian Accident: 12-22-08 at
9:35 p.m.  A 15 year old female was
crossing the intersection at Story
and Rochelle, and she was struck
by a vehicle sustaining injuries and
was transported to PMH. Officer
Witt and CSI were notified and con-
ducted the investigation. The vic-
tim sustained serious injuries.

Robbery: 12-22-08  Suspects stole
items from Kroger, 3612 N Beltline,
and attempted to leave without
paying. As a suspect was con-
fronted by loss prevention, he as-
saulted employees with pepper
spray and fled.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-23-08 at
12:00 p.m.  Two suspects came to
the front desk of Homestead Stu-
dio Suites in the 7800 block of
Heathrow Dr. wearing hoodies and
bandannas over their faces. One of
the suspects pointed a handgun
and demanded that the employee
working the front desk open the

safe. The suspect gave her a shop-
ping bag to put the money in. One
of the suspects then walked into
the manager’s office and told the
manager to remove the video tape.
Both victims were then forced into
a closet and told to stay until the
suspects left.

Sudden Death: 12-23-08 at 1:00 p.m.
A motorist saw a van pulled over
on the right shoulder of east bound
114 at Esters with the rear door ajar
and the motor running. When the
motorist drove back by the same
location 45 minutes later, the van
was still there, so he called the po-
lice. Officers arrived and found the
victim lying dead in the back of his
van. He had been huffing Freon.
His girlfriend said that he had
huffed a little earlier that morning.
He may have pulled over on the
side of the road for another
hit. There was tubing running from
a Freon bottle lying next to the vic-
tim.

Burglary / Police Pursuit: 12-23-
08 at 12:15 p.m.  Officers were first
dispatched to a burglary in
progress involving an older model
maroon car in the 3900 block of
Carvel Pl. Officer Courtney spot-
ted the suspect vehicle at Rock Is-
land and Beltline and attempted a
traffic stop when the suspect ve-
hicle fled. Dispatch advised that the
suspect vehicle was also stolen out
of Fort Worth. 

While Courtney was in pursuit
of this vehicle, officers were dis-
patched to call with shots fired at
the Meadowood apts. The caller
was about 30 minutes delayed in
calling 911, and the suspect de-
scription and vehicle description
matched that of the pursuit vehicle.

The victim at the Meadowood
said that the suspects entered his
apartment pointed a rifle at him and
shouted, “Where is Kendrick”
when the victim told him he didn’t
know, one of the suspects fired a

shot next to the victim into a near
by wall. The suspect then punched
him in the jaw and kicked him in the
face.

The suspect vehicle wrecked
out at I-20 and Bridgewood in Ft.
Worth. Two of the suspects were
apprehended. One suspect hi-
jacked another vehicle at a near by
gas station and fled the scene.

Fleet Accident / Class C Injury to
Employee: 12-25-08 at 3:11 p.m.
Officer Hammond was en route to
a disturbance call, traveling east
bound on Pioneer Drive at Sowers,
when a west bound vehicle at-
tempted to make a left turn from the
wrong lane. The two vehicles
collided. Officer Hammond sus-
tained a minor hand injury caused
by the airbag deployment. The
driver of the other vehicle was not
injured.

Assault / Shooting: 12-28-08 at 8:45
p.m.  An intoxicated subject
entered Las Colegas in the 1900
block of W. Irving Blvd. He became
angry because he was not being
served alcohol. An armed security
guard was escorting the individual
out when he pulled a large knife
and attempted to assault the
guard. The guard drew his weapon
and fired striking the suspect in the
foot. The guard’s weapon jammed.
The guard sprayed the suspect
with OC and the suspect was even-
tually taken to the ground. The
suspect was treated at PMH and
returned to jail for Aggravated As-
sault.

Pursuit / DWI: 12-28-08 at 10:00
p.m.  Sgt. Rogers was passed by
the suspect who was driving errati-
cally at 183 and County Line. Sus-
pect failed to yield and was pur-
sued into Ft Worth. Suspect was
spiked by FWPD and taken into
custody without further
incident. The suspect was charged
with DWI and Felony evading.

Preliminary projections indi-
cate that the City of Irving will mark
another banner year in regard to
its continuing decrease in the crime
rate. The final numbers are still be-
ing calculated, but early estimates
indicate an overall five percent
crime reduction for 2008. Irving has
set a record low crime rate for two

IrIrIrIrIrving marks another yving marks another yving marks another yving marks another yving marks another yearearearearear
with crime rate reductionwith crime rate reductionwith crime rate reductionwith crime rate reductionwith crime rate reduction

consecutive years, with a seven
percent decrease in crime in 2007.

In 2008, the city experienced
significant reductions in vehicle
burglaries and car thefts.  One way
Irving was able to address these
issues was through the purchase
of five additional Sky Watch tow-
ers.
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January 3 from 2 to 4pm
Saturday School - A new session
of Saturday School will begin at the
Irving Arts Center, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd., and will offer
professional art instruction to stu-
dents ages 6-14. Saturday School
will run from 2 to 4 p.m. on Satur-
days through Feb. 7. During this
session, Introduction to Guitar, stu-
dents will learn the basics of music
reading, and practice notes and
chords while exploring various
musical genres. Irving-based mu-
sician Jeremy Emmert will provide
guitar lessons based on each
student’s previous musical experi-
ences and skill level. Instruments
will be provided. Each session is
$75. To register, visit
www.irvingartscenter.com or call
972-252-ARTS.

January 3 10:00am
IRSPA Meeting - The Irving Re-
tired School Personnel (IRSPA) will
meet at the First Christian Church,
210 E. Sixth Street, Irving, at 10:00

AM. The program will be Jim
Hrncir, pharmacist at Las Colinas
Pharmacy in Irving. Mr. Hrncir will
speak on “Nutritional and Natural

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Community Television Network
(Channel 95 – Time Warner or
Channel 31 – Verizon). Webcasts
also are available on the Internet at
www.cityofirving.org or
www.ictn.tv. Web site visitors can
view taped recordings of meetings
and programming 24 hours a day,
seven days a week with video on
demand. In addition, council meet-
ings are coordinated with paper
agendas, which allow viewers to
select a specific agenda item of in-
terest without having to watch or
fast-forward through the entire
video. New videos are added on a
weekly basis. Meetings are subject
to change. Call the City Secretary’s
Office at 972-721-2493 to confirm a
meeting date.

The City Council has sched-
uled its meetings for 2009. All meet-
ings begin at 7 p.m. Following are
the dates when the council plans
to meet:

Jan. 8 and 22 
Feb. 5 and 19

March 5 and 26
April 9 and 23
May 14 and 28
June 11 and 25
July 9 and 23

Aug. 6
Sep. 3 and 17
Oct. 8 and 22

Nov. 5
Dec. 3

Residents can attend the meet-
ings at City Hall, 825 W. Irving
Blvd., or view them live on Irving

City Council meeting schedule

Medicines”.  The meeting is open
to all retired school personnel. If
you have any questions, call 972-
717-4213.

Make sure your notices are placed
in a newspaper where people will

actually see them
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of the Teardrop site in the near-term
to mid-term.”

Another possibility for the
Texas Stadium site includes a year-
round ski attraction and hotel.

“A second ongoing, exciting
conversation is with a company,
which represents 15 major devel-
opments in Europe, and has as part-
ners Disney and Universal City.
There is the potential development
of what they call a Bearfire devel-
opment or a ski chalet attraction re-
sort. They are well capitalized. They
have made some initial proposals
to the Council and the staff. They
are continuing to work with us to
see if we can come to a deal on the
Teardrop. That would be a multi-
billion dollar project. The develop-
ment would include an upscale 500
room hotel/ski chalet with faux
snow skiing. The project might
possibly cause us to keep the su-
perstructure of Texas Stadium and
not tear it down completely. We
estimate in the next six months we
will know whether or not that is a
possibility.

“They have their funding and
they were going to do something
at Texas Motor Speedway in
Denton County. But they became
embroiled as a company in gas and
oil rights for the land they wanted.
So they dropped that project and
came to us. The initial estimate is
they can save up to $70 million if
they move their development to Irv-
ing.

“Rossignol, which is one of the
biggest ski retail wholesalers in the
country, has said that the greater
DFW area is the third largest pur-
chaser of ski equipment and the
third largest generator of visitors
to ski resorts.

“They have an interesting
technology that doesn’t use real
snow, but uses faux snow and
bands of cloth. They use an ambi-
ent spray that reduces the outside
temperature by 20 to 25 degrees.
So when it is 90 degrees here, they
reduce it down into the 60s range.
You would actually be skiing and

practicing and learning how to ski.
They see it as an attraction point
for children and adults. It would be
a year round event, and it would
require hundreds of millions of dol-
lars of investment on their part and
a long term commitment with lim-
ited investment by the city. Our
portion of that investment, should
that come to pass, would probably
be the donation of the land into the
deal.

“It would be closely con-
nected to the DART train system,
which should be here by 2011. It
would be easily accessible by
people, and a real attractor that
would complement the Las Colinas
Association.

“Lots of due diligence yet has
to occur on that project. Review the
facts, review the proposal, test its
viability, ensure they have their
funding, ensure they would oper-
ate that site,” Councilman Philipp
said.

The City is also working on
contracts to allow the Texas De-
partment of Transportation
(TxDOT) to use the site as a stag-
ing area for roadway improvement
projects.

“TxDOT has proposed to us a
staging site at the Teardrop. They
would like a 10 year exercisable
contract with us that would essen-
tially replace all of the money Mr.
Jones would have paid to the City
over those 10 years. The agreement
represents roughly $15 million,” he
said.

“So while we lose the rental
payments for Texas Stadium,
TxDOT would like to use it as a
staging site as we consider taking
down Texas Stadium. It is worn out
and would cost considerable
amounts of money to maintain in
its current condition. Thus, we
don’t think it is a good use of that
land just to maintain the stadium.
That is why you will see a demo in
late 2009 or early 2010.

“We are negotiating a deal
with TxDOT that allows us to keep
them there as long as it is reason-

able for us. But gives us the option
of moving them to a new staging
ground. So they would not be able
to stay there if we brought another
developer in. They are very inter-
ested in that site in the short-term.
We should have that contract on
the Council agenda in late January
or early February.”

TxDOT representatives be-
lieve that using the stadium site as
a staging area is beneficial to ev-
eryone involved.

“TxDOT is currently negotiat-
ing an agreement with the City of
Irving (already agreed to in prin-
ciple) to use the Texas Stadium site
as a staging location for several
projects in the area,” said Mark
Pettit, Public Information Officer
TxDOT.

“We have an immediate
project that has been awarded to
Zachry Construction Corporation
and Mario Sinacola & Sons to re-
build and widen the interchange at
Loop 12 and SH 114. The contract
cost is $224 million and is expected
to take two and half years to com-
plete. Not sure when we’ll start
using the site.

“There are additional projects
in the planning and design stage
for the adjacent interchanges at SH
183/Loop 12 and SH 114/SH 183/
Spur 482; however I don’t have any
specifics on the schedule at this
time. Those projects are currently
estimated at nearly $400 million.

“We were fortunate to be able
to use the Texas Stadium site as a
staging area. This will certainly
help reduce traffic from construc-
tion equipment and speed the con-
struction of the projects.

“The City of Irving has agreed
to allow TxDOT to use the site for
10 years at an estimated cost of
$15.4 million. The City will remain
responsible for demolition also es-
timated at $15 million. Besides traf-
fic, congestion reduction and
speed of construction, some of the
demolition will be recycled and
used in the construction of approxi-
mately 10 nearby projects. This re-
ally is a win/win solution for ev-
eryone.

“The City gets $15 million to
pay for demolition and retains own-
ership of the site for future eco-

nomic development, TxDOT gets
the staging site for $15 million vs.
the $30 million it would cost to pur-
chase the site, which saves tax pay-
ers $15 million, and the demolished
stadium will be recycled into the
roadways. It’s brilliant,” he said.

As far as construction and
timing are factors in reconstruct-
ing the overall site, the Teardrop is
one of three properties scheduled
for development.

“You kind of think of the Tear-
drop as one critical piece. But there
are also all of the surrounding ar-
eas,” Councilman Philipp said.
“The University of Dallas and the
Tanger Outlet Mall have an active
discussion. Tanger extended their
agreement with the University of
Dallas six more months. We want
to be very thoughtful about not
only what goes on the Teardrop,
but what might happen on the
pieces of property right around the
Teardrop, so it is a fully integrated,
redevelopment project. It has to be
staged in terms of geography and
what has to be done first then sec-
ond. You will see a lot of the road-
ways redone. That is the kind of
planning the Council and staff have
been engaged in with partners
DART, TxDOT, Forest City, and
other groups.

“There are four theme towers
along that site. I think one of those
belongs to the University of Dal-
las, but the other three are ours.
Those three theme tower revenues
now accrue to the City of Irving.
We have already received a multi-
million dollar proposal by Clear
Channel to rent those. Our inten-
tion would be to use those dollars
to reinvest in economic develop-
ment initiatives for the City of Irv-
ing, which increases the tax base
and reduces the tax liability for the
average citizen and businesses.

“If we don’t do something
with the Bearfire development, we
have the Forest City option. In the
mean time in order to cover rev-
enues, have productive use, and
be able to demo, we have the op-
portunity with TxDOT.”

As the Cowboys have begun
to pack up, some citizens have
voiced concerns about Jerry Jones,
the owner and general manager of

the Dallas Cowboys NFL franchise,
auctioning off pieces of the sta-
dium.

“Jerry Jones had an auction
that generated $240,000, where he
thought it would be millions,”
Councilman Philipp said. “That kind
of tells you whether or not the
memorabilia of Texas Stadium is
worth very much or not. We didn’t
think it was worth a significant
amount. The market has proven at
least in his first auction action to
be worth very little. It kind of tells
us the market is not robust for used
seats, turf and stars that might have
hung on a wall.

“He was able to sell very little,
and he has now come back to us,
because he would like to renegoti-
ate and not do some of the things
he has promised to do. We have
said, well we will talk to you, but it
is going to cost you more money
to renegotiate our current deal. We
will see exactly what he wants to
renegotiate. The beauty of that ar-
rangement was the City spent noth-
ing, and all the revenue he has de-
rived to date belongs to the City
under the agreement.

“We gave him the right to mar-
ket for one year the sale or resale
of memorabilia: doors to lockers,
urinals, turf and seats. He has now
come back and said he has not
been able to sell as many seats as
he thought he could. In other
words, he is about $40,000 short
on his sales.

“We are hopeful that he sells,
because the City gets 10 percent
of the gross or the first $500,000,
and he is no where near making
those kinds of sales. We got pieces
of land in the original deal that were
incredibly valuable to the City of
Irving, not the least of which was a
DART station location, which was
exactly what we needed for the Or-
ange Line,” he said.

Continued from page 1

Council considers possibilities for Teardrop site
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First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center

FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Faith Temple Baptist Church
525 North Sowers Rd

Irving, TX 75061
972.253.5021

www.faithtemplecares.com
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6 p.m.

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7 p.m.

WORSHIP

Independent Bible

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ Southern Baptist United Methodist

Read the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving Rambler
EVERY WEEK

Seven hundred volunteers helped get 3,200 Meals on Wheels and gift
bags delivered Christmas morning for the Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion.

Dr. Adam Grinage, principal at Brown Elementary School, allowed him-
self to be taped to a pole as a reward for students raising enough funds
to purchase 80 books to donate to the USO “Books for Troops” pro-
gram at DFW International Airport.

Books for troops

Christmas elves bringChristmas elves bringChristmas elves bringChristmas elves bringChristmas elves bring
meals and gifts to eldermeals and gifts to eldermeals and gifts to eldermeals and gifts to eldermeals and gifts to elderlylylylyly

“It is getting a little harder to
get produce. So many of the farm-
ers have gone out of business. The
kids don’t want to continue on the
farm. The farmers want their kids
to go to college to become com-
puter programmers and things like
that.

“However, the absolute under-
lying reason we are closing is the
fact my parents are in their eight-
ies. It is just time for them to retire.
They won’t retire until the business
retires. If they can, they will sell the
building. I don’t know what it will
become.”

A relatively new resident to

Irving, Amanda Nicholls, has been
buying produce at the market for
about a year.

“We just discovered it when
we moved into the area. We loved
the fresh produce, the community
feel, and that it was a family run
business. They always have qual-
ity produce and we are going to
miss it a lot.

“I haven’t figured out where I
am going to buy my produce. I
guess I’ll probably be shopping at
a grocery store more often.

“We looked forward to their
fresh ice cream all summer long.
That was a big hit with the three
year old,” Ms. Nicholls said.

Continued from page 1

Family market closes
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

WORK
WANTED

White Amana Gas
Stove

214-675-6493

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522 LEGAL

NOTICE

ITEMS
FOR FREE

AUTO
FOR SALE

GARAGE
SALES

LOST
PETS

WANTED
TO BUY

ITEMS
FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
HOUSE

FOR RENT

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler,
we publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving
Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement
as a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertise-
ment does not create an obligation to continue publish-
ing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to pub-
lish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting
hate groups, or including inappropriate material will not
be published.  E-mail addresses will only be published if
included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads
pam@irvingrambler.com

ADVERTISING PRICES

Per line  ----- $1.20
Bold, Caps, border --- $7.00

motion.” Tropical plants like bro-
meliads and orchids create instant
beauty and give a boost of oxygen
and clean the air.
”It’s easy to expand your home’s
boundaries and add indoor charm
to your patio, deck and garden us-
ing great indoor plants like ferns
and palms. And ornamentals con-
tinue to be fashionistas beautify-
ing containers, landscapes, mixed
or mass planted,” McCoy said.
What’s in: Info lust
What’s out: Lack of knowledge

Lack of time and knowledge
have been primary reasons people
hesitate to garden. Not anymore.
Novices and experienced garden-
ers hungry for inspiration, informa-
tion, and instruction are packing
master garden classes for instruc-
tion and gardening “how-to” tips.
Gardeners are gobbling up infor-
mation from friends, classes and
workshops, local garden media,
magazines, and the Internet and
sharing their success stories with
bloggers and friends
What’s in: Quick and simple
What’s out: Over-the-top and com-
plicated

As time-starved consumers
try to juggle busy schedules most
seek quick and simple solutions to
meet their gardening needs. Con-
tainers are no longer a trend but a
garden staple in large and small
spaces.

Select natural materials like
cast stone and terra cotta contain-
ers and accessories that are per-
fect eco-friendly accents. “Big and
bold is ‘in’ and square is the new

Top ten gardening trends for the New Year
Americans craving authentic-

ity and fretting over a bleak
economy have reinvigorated the
trend to grow-it-yourself (GIY).
From blueberries to houseplants,
GIY is the new mantra as folks turn
“back to the future” to simplify
their lives while gardening for the
greener good.

”It’s a resurgence of garden-
ing for the greater good — for the
earth and our wallets,” said Susan
McCoy, trend spotter and presi-
dent of the Garden Media Group
(GMG). “The most exciting move-
ment seems to be that gardening is
popular again, particularly among
younger homeowners.”

GMG’s gardening trends for
2009 reveal a resurgence in peren-
nials, growing native plants, creat-
ing “blended” gardens using veg-
etables and herbs in flower beds,
cultivating with best practices,
planting to attract wildlife and go-
ing local.

”The urgent commitment to
environmental sustainability and
the basic desire to make our homes
our havens is reflected in all gar-
dening trends for 2009,” said
McCoy.
What’s in: Eco-boosting
What’s out: Conspicuous con-
sumption

One simple way to be an eco-
booster is to create natural habi-

tats for wildlife with native plants
that attract birds, bees and butter-
flies. Look for eco-friendly plants
like the line of native plants from
American Beauties (www.ABNa
tiveplants.com) or the Knock Out
family of roses (www.TheKnock
outRose.com), which are drought-
and disease-resistant, and require
little care or chemicals. Go organic
with peat-free soil from The Organic
Mechanics Soil Company
(www.OrganicMechanicSoil.com)
that supports sustainable practices
and feeds plants from the soil up.

What’s in: Grow-it-Yourself (GIY)
What’s out: Having someone do it
all for you.

Tranquil moments may be few
but the recent rise in gardening re-
connects us with nature, family and
friends as we share our bounty.
With the increase in demand for
year-round fresh fruits and veg-
etables, local farmers markets are
seeing an upsurge in business,
community gardens have waiting
lists, and plant swaps are on the
rise.
What’s in: Blended gardens
What’s out: Segregated gardens

Plant mint and fragrant thyme
varietals in between cracks of stone
pathways and grow strawberries for
a delightful edible groundcover
around trees. Fruit-bearing shrubs

and trees provide color, privacy
and fruitful bounty mingling
among veggies and perennials.
Garden centers are reporting an in-
crease in demand for fruit-bearing
shrubs like blueberries and rasp-
berries as ornamentals. Briggs
Nursery (www.BriggsNursery.com)
is introducing the first-ever pink
blueberry, “Pink Lemonade.”
What’s in: Locavore
What’s out: Big carbon footprint

Buying local is all the rage.
Gardeners are aware of their role as
naturalists and conservationists,
and are looking for native plants
that thrive in their own backyards.
“Native plant cultivars are selected
to perform better in specific areas
under local conditions,” says Steve
Castorani, from American Beauties
Native Plants. “When you select a
plant that is native to the local area,
it will thrive with little to no water,
fertilizer or effort.”
What’s in: Water
What’s out: Water

For the first time, water is in
and out. Whether bringing in foun-
tains, endless waterfalls, or fish
ponds, the soothing sounds of
water can turn any backyard into a
private oasis. Costa Farms
(www.CostaFarms.com) offers
plants that drink responsibly like
succulents, cactus, yucca and
ferns, which are easy, conserve
water, and add sizzle to your land-
scape. The Knock Out family of
roses, from bright red to sunny
yellow, is drought-resistant.

”Water features such as foun-
tains are showing up not only in
the garden but on tabletops, and
sometimes more than one in the
garden,” said Jon Carloftis, a re-
nowned garden designer. He likes
the classic and contemporary op-
tions from Campania International
(www.CampaniaInternational.com)
to bring the sight and sound of
water into gardens without a lot of
fuss or maintenance.
What’s in: Outside inside
What’s out: Outside only
From bean sprouts on kitchen
countertops to green walls laden
with herbs and micro-greens, plants
are decorating spaces as “art- in-

round,” said Peter Cilio, creative
director for Campania International.
What’s in: Global colors
What’s out: Safe colors

The 2009 color forecasters
predict a funky mix of colors that
reflect a jambalaya of world cul-
tures. Today’s main color
influencers are our global connec-
tivity, cultural unity, and environ-
mental responsibility.

”Colors are bold, crazy, exag-
gerated, and in-your-face, almost
like pop-art, and reflect a playful
spirit in the face of world events,”
said Donna Dorian, former style
editor of Garden Design Magazine.

Be uber-trendy with anything
red this spring from the Carefree
Spirit shrub rose and true red rhodo-
dendron “Trocadero” to tropical
red Sun Parasol Crimson
mandevilla.
What’s in: Worldly
What’s out: Cookie-cutter

Americans have embraced the
world bazaar of vibrant colors, tex-
tures, sights and sounds. Asian,
African, Indian, and Mid-Eastern
influences are showing up in pat-
terns, textures and colors.

”As we travel more, we tend
to bring more of our memories
home — creating escapist retreats,”
said John Kinsella, brand director
for terrain
( w w w. t e r r a i n a t h o m e . c o m ) .

For a complete look at the
GMG 2009 Garden Trends, visit
www.GardenMediaGroup.com or
subscribe to www.GardenPlot.Blog
spot.com.
Courtesy of ARAcontent

The Glass Door Banquets
Catering by Chef Richard Co.

*New, Clean, & Elegant
*Audio, Plasmas, Wireless internet
*Quinceaneras
*Wedding Recptions
*Corporate Events
*Seminars
*Holiday Parties
*And Much More

10 to 240 guest
2 separate Rooms
of 1 Large Room

1735 N. Story rd. #172
English 972-986-9630
Spanish 972-704-8100



For more information contact Vanessa Segovia
at 214-217-8473 or vsegovia@irvingchamber.com

Enjoy the Texas Stadium
one last time

January 15, 2009

This is the last event at Texas Stadium.
Featuring guest speaker, the Honorable

Mayor Herbert Gears.

Reception begins at 6pm
Dinner begins at 7pm

Sponored by TXU Energy

The State of the City Address

Enjoy the Texas Stadium
one last time

The State of the City Address

AMERICAN TO OFFER
MADRID FLIGHTS

American Airlines has announced plans to
offer daily non-stop flights between D/FW
International Airport and Madrid, Spain be-
ginning in May 2009.  The flights will leave
DFW at 5:35pm and arrive Madrid at 10:00am.
DFW is only the third airport where Ameri-
can offers this service.

VOLVO LEASES SPACE
Volvo Cars of North America have leased
5.429 sq ft of industrial space at 8401 Sterling
Street in the DFW Freeport area.

DALLAS BUSINESS JOURNAL
RECOGNIZES SEVERAL

IRVING BUSINESSES
One of the largest public relations compa-
nies in the Metroplex is Cooksey Communi-
cations.  One of the largest advertising firms
in the Metroplex is Numantra, who updated
the Chamber’s website.  Irving-based Archon
Group, the financial asset and property man-
agement subsidiary of Goldman Sachs, was
recognized as the Large Company philanthro-
pist for its generous support of CASA.
Conley Group, and architecture and engineer-
ing consulting firm, was recognized as the
Small Company philanthropist for its gener-
osity to Operation Support the Troops. The
Jenisis Group was recognized as one of the
largest foundations in the Metroplex.  The
University of Dallas and Chamber-member
Metrocare Services were recognized as two
of the largest non-profits in the Metroplex.
Irving Healthcare Foundation was recognized
for its TexasFest being one of the largest
fundraising events in the Metroplex.  The

BIZ BRIEFS
A business activity report by the Irving Economic Development Partnership.
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To see a list of all of our
investors or to share in the
benefits enjoyed by these

entities go to
www.IrvingChamber.com

The Irving Economic Development
Partnership would like to thank
the following entities for their

continued support and investment in
our program:

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTORS

Strategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic InvestorStrategic Investor
City of Irving

Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

TIAA Realty, Inc. / Cousins
US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Chairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s InvestorChairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.
ExxonMobil

Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

President’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s InvestorPresident’s Investor
AboveNet

Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy

Avistas
Carrington Laboratories

Citi
Comerica Bank

DeVry University
EF Johnson Technologies, Inc.

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
North Lake College

Oncor Electric Delivery
Reliant Energy
WaveTwo LLC

AboveNet

Commercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial RealCommercial Real
Estate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate InvestorEstate Investor

Archon Group
Coldwell Banker

Crow Holdings / Apollo Real Estate
Granite Properties
Jones Lang LaSalle

Koll Development Company
PS Business Parks

Staffelbach Design Associates
The Woodmont Company

Triple L Management Corporation

Partner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner InvestorPartner Investor
Akili

Avaya
Classic Fare Catering

Compass Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates
Driver Pipeline Co., Inc.
Eisenberg & Associates

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

Irving ISD
James Hardie Building Products, Inc.

Knight Security Systems, LLC
Las Colinas Medical Center

Medco Health Solutions
Northup Grumman

Office Resource Group
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

University of Texas at Arlington /
College of Engineering
Villa’s Grill & Catering

IRVING EMPLOYMENT INCREASES,
UNEMPLOYMENT RISES

Although the number of citizens employed
increased slightly in November, Irving’s un-
employment rate rose to 5.4% due to an in-
crease in the population base.  There are cur-
rently 6,086 unemployed in the city.  The State
unemployment rate is 5.7% and the national
rate is 6.7%.

FEDERAL RESERVE CUTS RATES
The Federal Reserve Board (FRB) moved this
week to decrease the Federal Funds Rate to a
record low “target range” of 0 percent to 0.25
percent from its previous 1.0 percent rate. This
is the lowest Federal Funds Rate ever. The
Federal Funds Rate is the rate charged on
overnight loans between banks. The FRB also
reduced the Discount Rate—the rate charged
on loans from the FRB to banks—to 0.5 per-
cent from 1.25 percent. The Federal Open
Market Committee’s (FOMC) statement said
it would keep rates at these levels “for some
time.” Commercial banks reduced their Prime
Rate to 3.25 percent from 4.0 percent.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ADVISORY COUNCIL MET

ExxonMobil hosted the bi-monthly meeting of
the Economic Development Advisory Coun-
cil, a volunteer advisory board of community
business leaders who oversee the economic
development activity of the Chamber.  The Irv-
ing Economic Development Partnership pre-
sented an update on goals including business
retention, business recruitment and private
investment into economic development.  The
Work Force Enrichment, Residential Real Es-
tate and Corridor Improvement subcommittees

Please contact the
Chamber at

214.217.8484 if we
can assist you.

Main Office
5221 N. O’Connor Blvd., Ste. 100

Irving, TX 75039

Heritage District Office
301 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving TX 75060

Biz Briefs is provided by the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of

Commerce which is solely responsible
for its content.

largest corporate philanthropists
included the following Irving-
based companies:  ExxonMobil,
Verizon Communications, Kim-
berly-Clark and Ace Cash Express.

PEGGY MASTERS DAY IN
IRVING

Peggy Masters, Vice President and
Branch Manager of the Comerica
Bank on Irving Boulevard and
former Chairwoman of the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce, has announced her re-
tirement after 19 years serving Irv-
ing businesses and residents of
Irving.  Mayor Herbert Gears took
the opportunity of the Bank’s an-
nual Customer Appreciation Day to
recognize Masters with a proclama-
tion and making December 17, 2008
Peggy Masters Day in Irving.  Kem
Grant, the former branch manager
with Comerica at its Belt Line Road/
State Highway 161 location, will be
replacing Masters as the new
branch manager in the Heritage Dis-
trict.

KIMBERLY-CLARK NAMES VP.
Laura Moore has been named to
the position of Vice President Glo-
bal Communications by Kimberly-
Clark, one of four Fortune 500 com-
panies with global headquarters in
Irving.  More than 35 other Fortune
500 companies have a presence in
the city.

of the Council presented updates on accom-
plishments and planned actions for the com-
ing year.  The Council also received a report
prepared by Dr. Terry Clower of the Univer-
sity of North Texas that the largest indus-
tries in Irving are:  (1) Finance and Insurance,
(2) Administrative, (3) Professional and Tech-
nical Services, (4) Retail Trade, (5) Whole-
sale Trade, (6) Hospitality and Food Services,
(7) Information, (8) Government, (9)
Healthcare and (10) Manufacturing.



425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection
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SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition
Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location

3401 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
972-252-1900

(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 1-31-2009

Funds were raised from May
to June 2008 as a result of a suc-
cessful Kroger in-store “Get
Healthy, Give Hope” campaign pre-
sented by Produce for Kids. The
initiative raised money for the two
Children’s Miracle Network hospi-
tals in Dallas-Ft. Worth and also
encouraged parents to add more
fruits and vegetables to their kids’
diets.

Produce For Kids is an orga-
nization that promotes the benefits
of healthy eating and supports wor-
thy causes for children and pro-
vides retailers a complete promo-
tional campaign for the produce
department. Since its inception in
2002, Produce For Kids has ex-
panded into dozens of retailer lo-
cations and has grown to include
two national campaigns each year
(spring and fall.) This year, the Pro-
duce for Kids spring campaign
raised a total of $42,626 for
Children’s Miracle Network hospi-
tals.

“We are extremely grateful to
our generous sponsor, Kroger
Food Stores, and their efforts in
raising money for our children’s
hospitals,” said Scott Burt, presi-
dent and CEO, Children’s Miracle
Network.

Kroger has been a corporate
sponsor of Children’s Miracle Net-
work since 1995 and has raised $15
million over the past 18 years.

green building techniques, includ-
ing a high-efficiency ductless
HVAC system, reflective windows,
tankless water heaters, and a cus-
tom terrazzo floor made from re-
cycled glass. Green Star is also
building an elevated viewing plat-
form inside the team’s indoor prac-
tice facility. The Cowboys plan to
integrate the outdoor suite and the
indoor viewing platform into the
team’s corporate sponsorship pro-
gram.

Provided by Jake Ward
Television viewers tuning in to

one of the 19 MTV Networks
owned by Viacom were treated to a
holiday surprise on New Year’s Eve
as the media giant informed tens of
millions of cable and satellite sub-
scribers across the country that,
“starting tonight, you will lose 19
channels from your TV.” The real
surprise however, is that for more
than 82 million subscribers reading
this dramatic declaration on a con-
tinuous crawl running from left to
right at the bottom of the televi-
sion it isn’t true. 

The announcement is the lat-
est attempt by Viacom to increase
public pressure on regional cable
operators Time-Warner and Bright
House Networks (13.2 and 2.3 mil-
lion subscribers respectively) in an
effort to increase programming

rates for the operators. The media
giant’s inability to geographically
target its message and its failure to
consider the ramifications of inac-
curately informing more than 80
million cable and satellite television
subscribers that they would soon
be losing access to 19 popular sta-
tions, has caused a public outcry
among operators and subscribers
around the country, including the
American Cable Association
(ACA) and its 1,000 members.

“Viacom has shown reprehen-
sible judgment while engaging in
what amounts to a national misin-
formation campaign against thou-
sands of cable operators and mil-
lions of subscribers,” said Ameri-
can Cable Association Chairman
and Chief Operating Officer of
Wave Broadband, Steve Friedman.
“They seem to have no trouble tar-

geting a specific operator when
they refuse to pay higher program-
ming fees and it comes time to turn
off their service, so how is it they
can’t target an operator with a dan-
gerously misleading message like
this? Their reckless disregard is
costing cable operators and satel-
lite providers around the country
time, money, and subscribers by
the hour. It must be put to a stop
immediately.”

“It is fitting that on the final
day of 2008, a year that saw an es-
calation in both programming and
retransmission fees for operators
and the lengths programmers were
willing to go to collect them, Viacom
has chosen to go to a new low and
broadcast the most foolish and in-
flammatory message we have seen
to date,” said American Cable As-
sociation President and CEO, Mat-
thew M. Polka. “Remarkably, if

In the holiday spirit, Accor North America’s corporate office employees
felt the need to give. So, in lieu of an employee holiday party, Accor NA and its
employees donated $10,000 to The Salvation Army Angel Tree Program
Patrick Ollivier, EVP of Human Resources and Quality, and Glenda Shelby,

Viacom’s message had been suc-
cessfully directed to only Time
Warner and Bright House Networks
15.6 collective subscribers it may
have been unnecessarily abusive,
but hardly out of the norm. It is,
however, beyond the norm and
completely unacceptable that they
would erroneously and impru-
dently alarm 82.9 million subscrib-
ers around the country that have
nothing to do with that mess and

National outcry follows inflammatory notice by media giant on New Year’s Eve

Provided by Chelsie Watts
Two Children’s Miracle Net-

work pediatric hospitals – Cook
Children’s and Children’s Medical
Center – each recently accepted a
$10,000 donation from Kroger Food
Stores.

Kroger donates funds
to local hospitals

Accor NorAccor NorAccor NorAccor NorAccor North th th th th AmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmerica
donates to the Salvation donates to the Salvation donates to the Salvation donates to the Salvation donates to the Salvation ArmArmArmArmArmyyyyy

VP, Diversity, HR and Training,
present a check to The Salvation
Army’s Assistant Area Com-
mander Major Rick Raymer.

Provided by Lynda Haschke
A new custom green construc-

tion company, Green Star Builders,
LLC, is one of the only custom
builders in the DFW Metroplex that
specializes in energy efficient and
green building practices.

“Finding a qualified local
builder who knows the products,
methods and regulations involved
in building green is one of the big-
gest hurdles people face when try-
ing to build green,” said owner
Brett Relander. “By forming a new
construction company that is
knowledgeable about sustainable
building practices and skilled in re-
ducing the costs of green build-
ings, we feel that we can eliminate
one of the biggest barriers to build-
ing green in Dallas.”

One of Green Star’s initial
projects is the design and con-
struction of a green luxury suite at
the Dallas Cowboys’ Valley Ranch
practice facility. The three-story
outdoor suite features the latest in

Cowboys selects firm
to construct suite at
Valley Ranch facility

are now concerned their ser-
vice will soon be
disrupted. The crawl mali-
ciously and unnecessarily
interferes with our members’
ability to serve their custom-
ers and must be pulled.”

The crawl appearing on
more than 98 million
subscriber’s televisions
read as follows:

“Alert! Alert! Alert! At-
tention Time Warner Cable
and Bright House Network
customers, starting tonight,
you will lose 19 channels
from your TV including
MTV, VH1, Spike, Comedy
Central, TV Land, Nickel-
odeon and Noggin
Don’t miss out on your fa-
vorite shows. You can stop
this! Time Warner Cable
customers call 1-800-762-
3786 Bright House Networks
customers call 1-866-309-
3279 and demand they keep
these channels! Must be at
least 18 years old to call.”
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

SONJA SIMONE
SCHREUR

Sonja Simone
Schreur, born to
Earth Oct. 3,
1937, was born
to Eternity Dec.
24, 2008.
Simone passed
peacefully this
Christmas Eve

morning, with her loving husband
by her side. 

Simone is survived by Harm
K. Schreur, with whom she recently
celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary. She is survived by
son, Steven J. Schreur, daughter-
in-law, Kathy, and beloved grand-
daughter, Adrienne Elise.

Although separated by many
miles, the family has made many
memories together; most notably
to Harm’s homeland of The Neth-
erlands, and to Sicily, where Harm
and Simone were married in 1958.
Following a move to Mozambique,
South Africa, the couple relocated
with their young son to Irving
where they have resided since.
Simone enjoyed motherhood and
also the opportunity to utilize her
many skills and talents in her pro-
fessional life. Following her
service as the Executive Assistant
to the President of Rosewood Prop-
erties, Simone went on to pursue a
career in Executive Search. Having
earned certification with the Na-
tional Association of Personnel
Services, she went on to enjoy a
challenging career with Brown and
Keene Consultants, until her retire-
ment in 2001.

Ever active in the community,
she was involved in many organi-
zations in Irving, including the Irv-
ing Women’s Club, The League of
Women Voters, The Las Colinas
Women’s Club, and was a Charter
Member of the Irving Symphony

League. Simone’s early years were
spent in Fort Worth, where she
graduated from Poly High School
in 1956. Following graduation,
Simone went on to attend Texas
Tech University, making many
close friends, as part of Delta
Gamma Sorority. She will be missed
by all who knew and loved her. 

A Celebration of Simone’s Life
will be held at St. Stephens Pres-
byterian Church, her church home
of 48 years. The service was held
Dec. 29 with Reverend Ron Floyd
officiating. Reception followed im-
mediately at the Church. The fam-
ily would like to express their heart-
felt gratitude to Simone’s compan-
ions and caregivers, Rutendo (Rue)
of Home Instead, and Joan and
Cassandra, both of Comfort Pro
Hospice, for their countless acts of
loving kindness. 

MARY LOUISE SCOTT
Mary Louise Scott, 85, passed
away on Dec. 21, 2008 in Plano. 

She was born on Nov. 17, 1923
in Wilson, OK to Jesse Orlando and
Iva Lestus Sloan. Mrs. Scott had
been a resident of Irving since 1947,
was a longtime member of Ply-
mouth Park Baptist Church and
homemaker. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Hugh Samuel
Scott. She is survived by her chil-
dren, Lenora Sue Anderson of
Highland Village, Danny Hugh
Scott of Irving, and Debbie Ann
Kidder of Nevada, TX, a loving
niece, Janet Donaldson of Temple,
4 grandchildren, 3 great grandchil-
dren, sister, Auda Anders on Earls
Burrow, OK, and brother, Garland
Sloan of California.

Funeral services were held on
Dec. 23 at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving.
Funeral arrangements conducted

under the direction of Chapel of
Roses Funeral Home.

HELEN A. WYLIE
Helen A. Wylie, born on May 8,
1915 in Fort Scott, KS our beloved
mother, sister and grandma went to
be with her Lord and Savior on Dec.
21, 2008.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Richard Wylie, Sr. in 1977, she
is survived by her son, Rick Wylie
and wife Coye of Grand Prairie:
grandchildren, Weston Wylie,
Mandolin Wylie, Cheree Bishop,
Clinton Wylie, Coyellen Wylie;
great granddaughter, Caedyn
Bishop; sister, Marjorie Steele of
Irving.

Friends and family celebrated
her life at The Oaks Baptist Church
on Dec.27. Interment was at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens in Irving
following the funeral. Viewing was
Friday at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home.

JIM RABORN
Jim Raborn, of
Irving, passed
away Dec. 22,
2008.

He was
born Oct. 21,
1947 in Caddo,
OK. He was a

member of Grace Pointe Church in
Irving.

He was preceded in death by
his son Bo Raborn. Survivors in-
clude his wife Janey Raborn of Irv-
ing; children Kim and husband Joe
of Waxahachie, Randy, Sondra, and
Rhonda, all of Graham; parents Earl
and Bonnie Raborn of Mesquite;
brothers Earl Raborn of Irving,
Wesley Raborn of Forney, Kenneth
Raborn of Ardmore, OK, and Clois
Raborn of Dallas; 11 grandchildren;
and 4 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
Grace Pointe Church with Rev.
Zane Causey officiating. Interment
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Grace Pointe
Church. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

TERESA WILLIAMS
Teresa Williams, age 70, resident of
Irving, died Dec. 21 at an Irving
hospital. Born March 2, 1938 in
Dallas, she was the daughter of the
late Johnny and Josephine Single-
ton Oakley.

Services were held Dec. 23 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel with the Rev. Dale Thornton
officiating. Interment was at
Restland Cemetery in Roxton, TX.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Saint Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.

JUANITA D. PATTON
Juanita D.
Patton “Grama
Pat,” age 94,
died Dec. 21,
2008.

B o r n
Feb. 18, 1914 in
Mendon, MO to
Ura and Hattie

Mae Brewer Colley, she was a mem-
ber of Irving Baptist Fellowship.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Lewis E. Patton and son, Ron
Crawford, she is survived by her
daughter-in-law, Janet Crawford;
grandchildren, Cindy Crawford
Allen, Stacey Crawford and hus-
band Jeff, Leslie Crawford, Scott
Crawford and wife Gayl; 5 great
grandchildren, Kristen Allen,
Amanda Allen, Austin Crawford,
Zachary Crawford and Adele
Crawford; and great-great grand-
daughter, Ava Allen.

Visitation was Friday at the
funeral home. Service was Dec. 27
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel with Pastor David
Fortenbury officiating.

ANN JAMES
Ann James, age 54, a resident of
Irving for 25 years, died Dec. 21,
2008 at home.

Born Nov. 19, 1954 in Akron,
OH to Ben and Bette James, she
was a graduate of Buchtel High
School in Akron and a graduate of
Southwest Texas State University
in San Marcos. Ann was employed
at MCI for 20 years and she was a
member of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church of Irving.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents and a brother, David James,
Jr., she is survived by her sisters,
Trudi James Parks of Lorain, OH
and Susan Corman of Temple, TX;
brother, Dick James of Kankakee,
IL; special friend, Jeanne Cason of
Irving; and, numerous nieces,
nephews and great nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service will be held
at 3 p.m., Jan. 3 at St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Irving Cares
or St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

BOBBIE L. LEE
Bobbie L. Lee,
age 74, a life-
long resident of
Irving, died Dec.
19, 2008 in
Kaufman.

B o r n
Feb. 28, 1934 in

Dallas, she was the daughter of
Robert Lee Snowden and Luceal
Farrar Snowden. A retired banking
supervisor, she was the widow of
Rev. Weldon K. Lee, longtime pas-
tor of Mount Olive Baptist Church
and Westwood Park Baptist
Church in Irving. She loved her
family, flowers and animals. She
was a member of Mount Olive Bap-

tist Church.
Preceded in death also by a

son Don B. Newman, Jr., she is sur-
vived by two daughters, Maxine
(Joyce) Hilsher and husband Mark
and Regina Stephens and husband
Rickey all of Kaufman; step-daugh-
ter, Donna Ashley and husband
Jimmy of Bowie; step-son, Weldon
Kenneth Lee, II of Midlothian; a
sister, Sandra Rodges and husband
Don of Aubrey; brothers, Ralph
Snowden and wife Doris of Gar-
land, Norman Snowden and wife
Lana of Gainesville, TX and
Rodney Snowden of Dallas; 10
grandchildren; and 13 great grand-
children.

Funeral service was Dec. 22 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel with Rev. Mark H. Jenkins
officiating. Burial followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. Friends
were received by the family at the
funeral home Sunday.

WENDELL HARRISON
Humanity suf-
fered a loss on
Dec. 19, 2008
when the force
of nature,
W e n d e l l
Harrison, age
69, left this
earth.

He was born in 1939 in Clovis,
NM to Charlie Harrison and Ruby
Takemire, but spent most of his
childhood in San Angelo, TX. He
leaves a legacy of loving fans in-
cluding his wife, Karen Harrison,
his daughters, Jennifer Harrison
and Melissa Fusani; his son-in-
law, Mark Fusani, his grandchil-
dren, Grace and Sam Fusani and his
brother, Don Harrison.

The bulk of Wendell’s lasting
influence can be felt by the many
musicians, budding and accom-
plished, whose lives he touched
throughout his years. In Marshall,
OK, he was an enthusiastic music
educator and in Rochester, NY, his
business, Wendell Harrison Music,
was a fixture in the music commu-
nity, providing educators and stu-
dents helpful and always entertain-
ing customer service. Anyone who
knew Wendell at all will remember
a uniquely upbeat, light-hearted,
fun-loving person whose personal
success and positive attitude, even
in his years of illness, was truly in-
spirational. He will be deeply
missed by his friends and family,
far and wide.

In lieu of flowers, please send
donations to Vitas Hospice at 8585
N. Stemmons Freeway, Suite 700S,
Dallas, TX 75247 or The Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society at
www.LLS.org. A private memorial
service will be held at a later date.

WOLFGANG
“OPA” HESCH

W o l f g a n g
“Opa” Hesch,
age 79, of Irving
passed away on
Dec. 20, 2008.

He was
born on June 30,
1929 in Mexico

City, Mexico to Erich and Lucia
Hesch, and married Maria Vega on
Aug. 20, 1955 also in Mexico City.
He retired from American Airlines

“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com January 3, 2009
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for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

after 18 years of service.
Mr. Hesch is preceded in death

by his parents, a sister and daugh-
ter, Adriana Goodier. Survivors in-
clude, wife Maria Hesch; son, Ed-
ward Hesch and wife Maria; daugh-
ters, Ilse Buchanan and husband
Bruce, Monica Gaytan and hus-
band Jesus; sister, Ilse Lehmann;
grandchildren, Erika Simmons, An-
drew Arellano, Leslie Maxwell, Nick
Buchanan, Andrea Goodier, Juston
Arellano, Kristina Buchanan, Kent
Hesch, Kyle Goodier; great-grand-
children, Alexis Simmons, Lonnie
Simmons, Jr., Cameron Maxwell,
Riley Maxwell, Luca Ricciardi and
Gavin Buchanan.

Funeral Services were held on
Dec. 23 at Holy Family Catholic
Church with interment following at
Calvary Hill in Dallas.

LEON JUNIOR
JOHNSON, JR.

Leon Junior
Johnson, Jr., of
Dallas, and pre-
viously of
Traverse City,
MI, passed
away Dec. 19,
2008.

He was
born Aug. 8, 1935 in Bancroft, MI.

He enjoyed fishing, hunting,
watching westerns, and his family.

He was preceded in death by
parents Leon Johnson, Sr. and Ila
Louise Ordiway, sister Judy Padilla,
daughter Lisa Johnson, son Kevin
Leon Johnson, and 2nd wife Flora
Johnson.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter Brenda Lowrey and husband
James of Watuaga; sons Philip
Johnson and wife Kathy, Terry Jo
Johnson, and Alvie Johnson, all of
Michigan; brother Jerry Johnson,
of Michigan; granddaughter
Rebecca Ham of Irving; grandson
Johnathon McAllister of Watuaga;
several other grandchildren; and
many nieces, nephews, and friends.

Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

RAY DYER
Ray Dyer, 88, went to be with his
heavenly Father, Sunday, Decem-
ber 28, 2008.

Service: 10 a.m. Saturday at
MacArthur Church of Christ
Chapel, 1401 S. MacArthur Blvd.,
Irving. Graveside will follow at 1
p.m. at Restland Memorial Park.
Visitation: 6 to 8 p.m. at the
MacArthur Church of Christ.

For those that desire, memori-
als may be made to the Little Hearts
School at MacArthur Church of
Christ.

Ray was born to Rollie and
Effie Dyer on June 5, 1920, in
Sherman. He was a veteran of
WWII and a member of the Church
of Christ, the Southwest Bluegrass
Club and the Paddlewheel Steam
Boatin’ Society of America, he was
retired from business. He was pre-
ceded in death by his first wife,

Dorothy Martin Dyer in 1996.
He is survived by his wife of

14 years, Rosalie “Bo” Dyer, her
granddaughter, Amy Roland, his
son, Joe Helton and wife, Gail;
grandchildren, Lynnette and Rich
Lister, Michael Helton, Misty Mor-
gan, Vicky Franklin, and Torri
Morrison; great-grandchildren,
Michael Helton, Jr., Jennifer and

Katelynn Lister, Tody Morrison,
Jeremy Franklin, Christal Morrison,
and Tiffany Morrison; sister, Alice
Branden; twin sister, Faye Attaway
and sister, Rosemary Couch;
brother Wesley Dyer and wife,
Nona; and numerous family and
friends. He will be greatly missed.

Arlington Funeral Home
1221 E. Division St.,
817-548-1791

The City of Irving completed
construction on the $2.7 million
Campión Trails extension into Sam
Houston Trail Park, adjacent to
Valley Ranch along the Elm Fork of
the Trinity River.

The 12-foot-wide concrete pri-
mary trail for the northern section
of Campión Trails previously
stopped in T.W. Richardson Grove,
north of Interstate Highway 635
and east of Valley View Lane. Dal-
las County Open Space Program

provided a $235,000 grant for part
of the primary trail construction.

Sam Houston Trail Park and
the Campión Trails extension is the
latest phase of the 22-mile greenbelt
trail along the Elm and West Forks
of the Trinity River. Phase I im-
provements include approximately
a half-mile of 12-foot-wide concrete
primary trail running beneath the

Valley View Lane bridge and the
President George Bush Turnpike,
northward connecting into the 192-
acre Sam Houston Trail Park. The
concrete trail loops around a 30-
acre meadow on the south end of
the park and crosses the flood con-
trol levee to provide the first pe-
destrian link into Valley Ranch.

Additional improvements in-

clude a park access road, 200 park-
ing spaces, security lighting, drink-
ing fountains, an open meadow, a
low-water crossing for mainte-
nance vehicles and landscaping. A
dedication ceremony for the exten-
sion is planned for the spring.

Sam Houston Trail Park will in-
clude a second phase to be funded
from the park bond funds approved

Campión Trails extension completed in Valley Ranch
by residents in 2006. Park ameni-
ties for Phase 2 will include group
picnic facilities, playground equip-
ment, additional 1½ miles of pri-
mary trail, a second levee crossing,
secondary trails along the river,
practice soccer fields, a basketball
and sand volleyball court, drinking
fountains, landscaping, benches
and security lights.

The Irving Public Library ex-
panded its free digital media ser-
vice to allow music to be down-
loaded.

The music selection consists
of classical, blues and children’s
titles. Up to five titles may be down-
loaded at one time, and users have
10 days to listen to or save the
downloaded files to an MP3 player.
After 10 days, the titles automati-
cally expire and return to the col-
lection.

Download requirements:
Valid library card
Internet access
Free computer software or device
to which the material will be down-
loaded

Visit www.irvinglibrary.lib.over
drive.com to install the free soft-
ware and view the digital catalog.
For more information, call  972-721-
2606.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary adds musicy adds musicy adds musicy adds musicy adds music
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

THE READER    R
1:30    4:25    7:25    10:15

# BEDTIME STORIES    PG
1:55    2:40    4:35    5:05    7:00

7:30    9:25    10:05

# MARLY AND ME    PG
12:55    1:40    3:50    4:45    6:40

7:20    9:20    10:00

* THE CURIOUS CASE OF
BENJIMON BUTTON    PG13

1:00    4:00    5:15    7:35    9:00

VALKYRIE    PG13
1:35    4:25    7:20    10:10

THE SPIRIT    PG13
1:15    3:50    7:10    9:50

YES MAN    PG13
1:25    3:45    6:35    9:05    9:35

SEVEN POUNDS    PG13
1:20    4:20    7:15    10:05

# THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX
PG

1:05    3:30    6:30

TWILIGHT    PG13
6:45    9:25

BOLT    PG
1:10    4:35

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Why wait in lines?
PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Curious Case of Ben-
jamin Button
Rate: PG-13

To take a quote from Charles
Dickens completely out of context,
“It was the best of times; it was the
worst of times.” That was the
thought I had concerning the new
fantasy, romance, drama The Curi-
ous Case of Benjamin Button.
Though certainly not the greatest
film I have ever experienced, it was
by far the most fantastic film,
both visually and

as a story. Full of memorable char-
acters and moments that made me
wonder if director David Fincher
had been embodied with the spirit
of Tim Burton, this film is certainly
one to capture the hearts of many.
That said I wonder if it where too
much of a good thing.

Based on the story by F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Benjamin Buttons (Brad
Pitt) is a curious case indeed. Born
with the body of an 80 year old man
he becomes younger as he grows
older. The film chronicles his life
from the 1920’s as he goes through
each decade becoming more youth-
ful as those he loves grow older

 and pass on. He learns much
in his travels and

the people he meets as each one
form a part of his life. His heart be-
longs to one woman in particular,
Daisy (Cate Blanchett), who he
loves but struggles with the differ-
ences in their lives.

To most of us the thought of
looking younger as we grow older
inside seems like a good deal.
Where do I sign? But we see from
this story that there is a natural pro-
gression of life that has been set in
motion and to alter it costs us more
than we ever would gain. There is
much humor to be found in this film
as people around Benjamin try to
understand how someone who
looks like they are 70 has never ex-
perienced most of life. With the feel
of films like Forest Gump and Big
Fish, Buttons meets all sorts of
characters along his journey. Each
seems like a tall tale and the direc-
tion and filming style add to this
fantastic story telling.

The most amazing part of this
film is the makeup and visual ef-
fects. As the film scans nearly eight
decades it is wild to watch the char-
acters age, and in Benjamin’s case,
grow younger. Cate Blanchett looks
like she could easily be a teenager
in some of the earlier scenes. Her
face takes on a youthful look that
seems almost like a painting. Like-
wise, Pitt looks like he did in A River
Runs Through It or Thelma and
Louise. It isn’t Brad Pitt in makeup;
it is a young Brad Pitt. This ability
to flawlessly manipulate age and
time makes Benjamin Buttons even
more fantastic.

Another important element in
a film like this is acting. No matter
how unbelievable the story, we still
need to believe the characters.
There is never a worry with people
like Blanchett or Julia Ormond who
plays Daisy’s daughter and discov-
ers this story along with us. I must
say though they were all outshone
by Taraji P. Henson who plays
Queenie, the lady who raises the

young, orphaned Benjamin. Hers
is an award deserving performance
that is full of warmth, love and hu-
mor. She captivates every scene
she is in. They revolve around her
and she does not disappoint.

The Curious Case of Ben-
jamin Button is rated PG-13 for
brief war violence, sexual content,
language and smoking. This is cer-
tainly a film for the 14 and up crowd.
The story deals with life and love
lost and there are a few scenes of
adult themed sexual adventure.
That along with the fairly course
language it earned its PG-13 rating.
Though the three hour run time
moves quick enough there are times
that seem lethargic and monoto-
nous. One moment you are caught
up in the fantasy, and then you find
yourself dulled for a moment or
two. I give Benjamin a solid 4 out
of 5 lightening strikes. Again, not
the greatest film I have seen, but
most certainly one worth seeing.

Button is brilliant filmmaking with few holes

Brad Pitt in The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button.
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Exercising, stretching and imi-

tating nature and animals may not
be the first things that come to mind
when thinking about the Irving
Central Library. But those activities
were at the heart of the library’s
Yoga for Kids class taught by yoga
instructor and childrens librarian,
J’Ann Peacock Alvarado.

“It’s really neat for families to do
yoga together. That way they can
do it at home. When you are tired
of TV and the weather is not good
outside, it is a great activity that
teaches good posture, breathing
and balance,” Ms. Alvarado said.

“Yoga is a good form of exer-
cise. It’s not an aerobic exercise. A
lot of exercises like weight lifting
shorten muscles. Yoga increases
the lengthening motion and the
stretching motion. It offers a good
balance to the other types of exer-
cises.”

As Ms. Alvarado read
childrens books about yoga, she
and the class participants followed
along by doing the stretches de-
scribed in the stories.

“Yoga helps children’s con-
centration, and it helps them look
inside. Yoga is great for everybody.
Anyone can do yoga, and you
don’t have to be perfect at it. There
is no such thing as perfect yoga,”
Ms. Alvarado said.

Provided by Emily Davis
Gordon Echtenkamp, Presi-

dent and CEO of YMCA of Metro-
politan Dallas recently joined mili-
tary families to announce the
YMCA and Department of Defense
$31 million Military Outreach Ini-
tiative. Underwritten by the Depart-
ment of Defense and designed for

Stuffed animals are delivered to children in the emergency room at Baylor Hospital in Irving by family
and friends representing “Eddie & Brian’s Way” a non profit group. The group was formed in 1998 to
honor the memory of Brian Sloss a 1992 graduate of Irving High School and his father Eddie Sloss a
former 25 year employee of BancTec in Irving. Donations are collected year around and distributed
during the holidays to help lift the children’s spirits during an unexpected trip to the emergency room
during the holiday season.

eligible military families of deployed
or relocated service members, the
YMCA Military Outreach Initiative
will provide military families with
access to youth development, fam-
ily strengthening, and health and
well-being programs at community
YMCAs nationwide – including 22
North Texas YMCA locations. 

“Dallas YMCA has helped
build a brighter future for thou-
sands of North Texans through
physical, mental and spiritual
growth, and I applaud Dallas

YMCA’s leadership in our commu-
nity and support for military fami-
lies,” said U.S. Congressman Pete
Sessions. “Now through the
YMCA Military Outreach Initiative
and Defense Department sponsor-
ship, children and adults in military
families will also have access to the
YMCA’s excellent community sup-
port and development opportuni-
ties.”

“The Dallas YMCA is happy
to help meet the critical needs fac-
ing families of deployed military

service members,” said Gordon
Echtenkamp, President and CEO of
the YMCA of Metropolitan Dallas.
“Families are the most affected
when a loved one gets deployed,
so we are deeply committed to pro-
viding them with the support they
need.”

The Military Out Reach Initia-
tive is a joint partnership between
the YMCA of USA, Armed Ser-
vices YMCA, the Department of
Defense, and Military OneSource,
an information and referral service

for military families. Under direc-
tion of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 2008, the Secre-
tary of Defense developed the Mili-
tary Out Reach Initiative to ensure
that military family readiness pro-
grams and activities are available
to all military families, including
those who may not have access to
military facilities.

“As a nation, we have a re-
sponsibility to support our troops
and to ensure that their families
have the resources they need to
succeed—especially when a
spouse or parent is deployed. The
Dallas YMCA is stepping up to
help meet the military family needs
in our community, and I look for-
ward to working with Dallas YMCA
in the future to support the efforts
of the Military Outreach Initiative,”
Sessions said.

Yoga and reading come together

Military Outreach Initiative with the YMCA announced

Being the best trees they can be, J’Ann Alvarado’s students imitate
the elements of nature described in a story during a Yoga for Kids
class at the Irving Central Library.

Stuffed animals delivered to ER

Students from MacArthur
High School had the opportunity
to shadow employees at AT&T
Network Operations Center on
Nov. 13.

Sponsored in partnership with
AT&T and Junior Achievement –
an IISD partner in education – the
job shadow day is designed for stu-
dents attending “at-risk” high
schools to help strengthen student
success and workforce readiness.
Thirty students from Kelley
Watson’s classes interviewed
AT&T employees then spent two
hours with employees at their work.

According to Kristyn Senters,
special events manager for Junior
Achievement of Dallas, the event
can help encourage students to
graduate from high school and go
on to college. In 2008, schools from
Irving and Dallas ISD participated
and more job shadow days are
scheduled for fall 2009.

Job day
motivates
students


