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T KHIS WEE

By Jess Paniszczyn
Business and community lead-

ers gather to hear Mayor Herbert
Gears present the 2008 State of the
City address on Jan. 29. Beginning
with the Posting of the Colors by
the Irving Fire Department and the
singing of the National Anthem by
the Ben Washington Baptist
Church Choir, the evening in-
cluded Jon Bennett, senior man-
ager of Community Relations of
TXU Energy, serving as master of
ceremonies and Chamber Remarks
from Peggy Masters, Chairwoman
of the Board.

Mayor Gears began his speech
with a discussion of the power of
words. Once past his introductory
remarks, Mayor Gears spoke about
the tragic loss of Police Officer
Andrew Esparza who died in the
line of duty on April 13, 2007. The
following excerpts were taken from
the Mayor’s address.

“Officer Esparza gave his life
serving us, serving the citizens of
Irving,” Mayor Gears said. “Of-
ficer Esparza was 26 years old and
he died in an accident, respond-
ing to a call…

“My personal message to you
today in honor of Officer Esparza
is that he died at age 26, my own

By Jess Paniszczyn
Hundreds, perhaps thousands,

of Irving residents passed the prop-
erty at the northeast corner of
MacArthur and Shady Grove each
day without considering the
ground beneath the aging shop-
ping center that stood there for
years. However, the administrative
muscle behind North Lake Col-
lege, Dallas County Community
College District (DCCCD) and
their partners spent a tremendous
amount of time considering all as-
pects of the property.

Shortly after heavy machinery
demolished the shopping center
and laid bare the ground beneath,
those same administrative partners
invited the citizens of Irving to at-
tend a ground awakening cer-
emony on that very parcel of
ground. The Jan. 30 ceremony
awakened a whole new world of
possibilities for that ground which
will soon be transformed into the
home of the North Lake College
South Campus.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Winter winds may be blowing

cold outside, however, at the Sales-
manship Club of Dallas the mem-
bers have only one thing in mind,
golf. Though the event itself is
months away, the Salesmanship
Club hosted their 2008 EDS Byron
Nelson Championship Kick-Off
Luncheon on Jan. 24.

Over time, the Byron Nelson
Championship has raised over
$100 for charity, more than any
other PGA Tour event. With a
record goal of $12.5 million for
this year’s ticket sales, the tourna-
ment will continue its legacy of
generosity.

Scheduled for April 23-27, the
tournament promises a number of
changes to keep the 260,000 visi-
tors interested and entertained. A
$100,000 increase in the prize
monies means the winner will take
home $1,150,000 out of a total
prize purse of $6.4 million.

For more than a decade the
Byron has been played on a two-
course format, showcasing both the
TPC Four Seasons and Cotton-

City’s successes highlighted in
2008 State of  the City address

father died in an accident at age
26. So I have had to look a lot at
that and what that means in re-
gards to contributions to the world.
The definition of our lives is that

it has a beginning and it has an
end and whatever happens in the
middle is all unique to us. But we
all share the fact that we have a
beginning and an end to our lives.

“The South Campus of North
Lake College is part of the DCCCD
bond program,” the college’s presi-
dent, Herlinda M. Glasscock, said
during the ceremony. “We are
ready to get the building in place

Ground aGround aGround aGround aGround awakwakwakwakwakening ceremonening ceremonening ceremonening ceremonening ceremony opensy opensy opensy opensy opens
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and get everything up and running
in order to provide our community
with a center for educational at-
tainment that meets the economic

“What we know from our faith
is that our lives are complete when
we pass on regardless of how long
they last. I have had to learn this
from my own father. He lived his
whole life in 26 years from begin-
ning to end. You and I don’t get to
define what that means. But we do
know a few things for sure. That
is that our mission on this planet
is not completed, because we are

still here. Those who are not here
have completed their mission on
this planet, so we want to be grate-
ful for that. We want to honor the
lives of those that may not be as
long as ours, but they are com-
plete.”

One of the past year’s most
heated topics of discussion was

Changes coming to the EDSChanges coming to the EDSChanges coming to the EDSChanges coming to the EDSChanges coming to the EDS
Byron Nelson ChampionshipByron Nelson ChampionshipByron Nelson ChampionshipByron Nelson ChampionshipByron Nelson Championship

wood Valley Course. Following a
multimillion dollar redesign by D.
A. Weibring/Golf Resources
Group, the TPC Four Seasons will
be only course used in the upcom-
ing tournament. Changes have
been made to every hole on the
course with redesign elements af-
fecting tee boxes, fairways, greens
and bunkers.

“We have a lot of exciting
changes for 2008, something for
everyone from the avid golfer to
kids,” John Beckert, Vice-chair-
man of advance ticket sales, said.
“The first of which will be the most
notable when one walks in, the
upgraded entrance. In addition to
moving the merchandise tent up to
the front and spending a lot of
money to make it prettier, we
moved the Pavilion from the ten-
nis courts over onto the main en-
trance. We added a VIP section,
which will have limited access and
upgraded food and beverage. Most
exciting we are going to add en-
tertainment Thursday and Friday

See NORTH, Page 8

Waking things up, Dean Castilla and North Lake College staff
members awaken the ground for the new North Lake College
South Campus.

Practically twins, Mayor Gears and James Truitt stand side by
side after Mr. Truitt bid $7,500 to win Mayor Gears’ suit made
famous/infamous in his original campaign for Mayor. The funds
bid for the suit were donated to The Salvation Army. TXU Energy
matched the bid and donated those funds to Irving Cares.

See STATE, Page 5

See BYRON, Page 5
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Ambulances went into overload once.
The Irving Fire Department responded to a reported struc-

ture fire at 9:58 p.m. at 2230 E Union Bower, Trinity Valley
Foods. First arriving emergency personnel were on-scene at
10:03 p.m. with a total of three alarms responding. The num-
ber of fire companies and/or major apparatus used to control
this incident totaled 23. The companies responding were: 9
engines, 4 ladder trucks, 3 MICU, 2 Bat Cheifs, 5 misc. 50
Fire Fighters and 5 Chief Officers were utilized in bringing
the emergency under control. Fire reported under control 50
minutes into fire. There were no injuries at this emergency.

Fire was a grease fire contained by 1st alarm companies.
Ambulances went into overload twice.
Ambulances went into overload four times.
Ambulances went into overload five times.

Irving Fire Department responded to 411 incidents.
The Fire incidents

119 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
 10 Structure Fires
  3 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
38 Major Accidents
112 Major Medical
25 Heart Attacks
38 Difficulty Breathing
40 Trauma Related
25 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Jan 24-30, 2008

01-24:
01-25:

01-28:

01-29:
01-30:

Attempt to Serve /
Lab components
seized: 01-25-08 at
8:00 a.m.  Officers
went to the Budget

Suites on an attempt to serve for a
subject with a lengthy narcotics
history. The male subject had traf-
fic warrants and answered the
door. Officers asked if there was
anything illegal in the room and
the subject admitted to having
some marijuana. He showed them
a box and it contained 13 grams of
marijuana and other narcotics in-
cluding pills and some powdered
methamphetamine. The subject
was arrested. A further check of the
same part of the room revealed
components of a meth lab. Inves-
tigators from narcotics were con-
tacted and responded to the scene.
They contacted the DEA disposal
team to come and get the items.
The subject was arrested for the
warrants and marijuana, as well as
poss. Methamphetamine. Narcot-
ics officers will file any charges
related to the chemicals after fur-
ther testing. A female in the room
was also arrested by narcotics of-
ficers.

Fatality Accident: 01-25-08 at
7:55 p.m.  A Ford Mustang with
three occupants was traveling east-
bound on Hunter Ferrell approach-
ing Luper Rd. when it lost control
and left the roadway striking a util-
ity pole. The front passenger, a 17-
year old male, was killed by the
impact. The other two occupants’
injuries do not appear to be life
threatening. Hit/Run and I.D. re-
sponded to the scene.

Pursuit/”A” Accident: 01-26-08
at 2:15 a.m.  An officer saw a mo-
torcycle driving at a High rate of
speed south bound on MacArthur
from about SH 161. The officer got
behind the vehicle and attempted
to stop it at MacArthur and
Oxbow. The driver of the motor-
cycle fled south bound on

MacArthur to SH 183 and west
from that location. The pursuit
continued for eight minutes until
the driver of the motorcycle hit the
back of a Mazda RX-8 that was
west bound on SH 183 at the SH
121 Merge and he wrecked
out. The driver of the motorcycle
suffered Possible “A” injuries. The
charge of Felony Evading was filed
at large on the driver. He was trans-
ported to a hospital where he is in
stable condition.   

Robbery of an Individual: 01-27-
08 at 1:26 a.m.  Victim #1 pulled
into his complex at the Rochelle
Point Apartments and had called
his cousin, Victim #2, on the
phone. Victim #2 was looking out
of the apartment window. A ve-
hicle pulled in after Victim #1 and
three males in hoodies approached
Victim #1 and demanded
money. The suspects began as-
saulting Victim #1 when he didn’t
cooperate. Two of the suspects took
$400 in cash from Victim #1 and
hit him on the head with a pistol,
and the third suspect was the
lookout. When Victim #2 saw the
assault, he ran outside to confront
the suspects. The third suspect
pulled out a 9mm and fired one
round at Victim #2 as he yelled at
him to get back. The suspects then
jumped into the suspect vehicle and
fled eastbound on Rochelle. 

Structure Fire: 01-29-08 at 3:37
p.m.  A kitchen fire in a duplex,
located at Falcon at E. 5th Street,
quickly spread and rendered both
units uninhabitable. One of the
units was vacant, but the occupants
of the other unit were
displaced. The Red Cross re-
sponded to assist the family, whose
local relatives agreed to provide
them with temporary housing. The
fire was determined to have been
accidental.

Aggravated Assault: 01-29-08 at
5:00 p.m.  A female customer ap-

proached a salesman at Jaime’s
Furniture about having her deposit
refunded. When the salesman re-
fused, the customer’s boyfriend
came into the store to confront
him. An argument ensued and the
suspect threatened the salesman
with a handgun. The suspects fled
eastbound on Second Street. ARS
Report

Aggravated Robbery / Shooting:
01-29-08 at 11:58 p.m.  Four males
entered the Taquerias Arandas,
placed an order, and ate food and
drank alcoholic beverages. Imme-
diately after paying their tab, the
four suspects displayed handguns
and robbed the business. One of the
suspects shot a customer three
times with a revolver. The suspects
fled the business in an unknown
direction. The shooting victim was
transported to Parkland Memorial
Hospital where he underwent sur-
gery. He is expected to survive.

Theft under 100K: 01-30-08 at
10:01 p.m.  Company loss preven-
tion specialists detained two em-
ployees found to be in possession
of over $10,000 worth of stolen
Neiman Marcus merchandise. The
two employees, and most likely
others yet to be identified, have
been involved in ongoing theft
from the company warehouse since
December 2007. The estimated to-
tal loss is approximately $50,000.
The two suspects were arrested for
Investigation of Theft U/100K and
CID was notified.        

Burglary Arrest: 01-31-08 at 1:00
a.m.  Officers were dispatched to
a burglary in progress reported by
residents living in the Treehouse
Apartments. The residents be-
lieved a male had broken into their
apartment. When officers arrived,
the suspect was still in the victim’s
living room. He was arrested for
burglary after officers determined
that the suspect had removed the
family’s video game system and
placed in a plastic bag. 

By Tom Clark
Tax time is right around the

corner. Soon you will be receiving
your W-2s from your employer(s)
and tax information from the IRS.

Carefully check your name,
Social Security number and all of
the data on your W-2s and on your
Social Security card. A mismatch
could delay your tax refund and
cause problems with your Social
Security benefits in the future.
Such errors are easy to fix now.

This information includes

name changes. If you’ve legally
changed your name due to mar-
riage, divorce, court order, or for
any other reason, make sure you
change your name with Social Se-
curity by applying for a new So-
cial Security card. Make sure you
change your name with your em-
ployer as well. If you change with
one source but not the other, it
could cause your earnings to be
improperly recorded.

If you are the parent of a new-
born, you want to make sure that

the newest family member has a
Social Security number too. Most
people apply for their baby’s So-
cial Security card while they’re still
in the hospital at the same time
they apply for the birth certificate.
But if you didn’t, you’ll need to
apply for your child’s Social Secu-
rity number in order to claim the
child as a dependent on your tax
return. You’ll also need it if you
ever need to apply for government
benefits on behalf of the child or
your family.

To apply for a Social Security
card, all you need to do is com-
plete a one-page application and
provide proof of identity, age, and
citizenship. In the case of a child’s
first card, you’d also need to prove

Does your Social Security information match up?
that you are the parent. For a name
change, you’d need to provide
documentation with your old and
new names.

For more information about
getting a Social Security card and

number for your child, or to change
your name and get a replacement
card for yourself with your updated
information, visit
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.

More than 40 Irving small
businesses were recommended for
consideration to be nominated to
the U.S. Chambers’ Small Busi-
ness of the Year for 2008. The City
of Irving and Greater Irving-Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce
hosted these businesses to review
the nomination process and en-

Chamber and City Rec-
ognize Small Businesses

courage the businesses to partici-
pate. Attendees included Pete
Havel, executive director of the
U.S. Chamber’s southwest/south
central office located in Irving, and
the 2007 winner for this region,
Chris Mammen with Mammen
Glass and Mirror.
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) and
hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any
staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Untraceable
Rated: R

Live by technology. Die by
technology. Any of us who wrap
our lives and work around comput-
ers understand that theory. We
have all been burned by the crash-
ing of our system just before we
hit the save button and our hours
of hard work are gone forever. And
what did we do before the internet?
How did we ever find directions or
information? Show times, ticket
sales, eBay, Amazon, DVD rent-
als etc.

Needless to say it has made
our lives simpler. But what of the
negative? What about that voy-
euristic door that has opened up for
all of us to see and hear everything
ever imaginable? It has fed our
craving for carnage and desensi-
tized our shock meter. There is a
passage in the book of Revelations
which says, 20 years ago the no-
tion that everyone everywhere
could witness the same thing at the
same time was inconceivable. But
is it now? We are a society that
must experience it all. We must see
it. Feel it. Live it. And to what end?

The new psychotic film Un-
traceable touches on this subject
in a cat and mouse crime thriller.
Jennifer Marsh (Diane Lane) is a
single mom by day and FBI agent
by night. Her task is discovering
and busting internet predators,
scam artists, hackers and thieves.
Her world is truly web wide. When
she gets a tip about a website
streaming live coverage of murder
victims it is a race against the clock
for her, agent Griffin Dowd (Colin
Hanks) and Detective Eric Box
(Billy Burke) to save each new vic-
tim. Plus, the killer is using
society’s curiosity as an accom-
plice. The more viewers his site
receives, the faster the death of his
victim. This adds an eerie twist in
the fact that the numbers go up,
even with human life at stake.

I liked this movie in the fact
that although there are plot holes
and gray areas the characters and
direction make up for them allow-
ing for a thrilling movie experi-
ence. Though not in the league of
Silence of the Lambs there are el-
ements of it present in this film.
They also borrowed from the box
of tricks you would find in the SAW

series. Add to this a killer who
could have easily had the last name
Bates and you get the makings of
a top notch, skin crawling, stom-
ach turning crime flick. Owen
Reilly (Joseph Cross) is the perfect
movie psycho. His soft spoken de-
meanor and average Joe next door
features add to the creep factor of
his character. The ensemble cast
fits nicely. No one stands out as
unbelievable. As mentioned there
are holes in this story like any piece
of fiction. When dealing with tech-
nology you can always make it do
what ever is needed to fit the
storyline. But that is the fun of it.
We deal with the foreshadowing
and obvious details in order to ex-
perience the ride.

Untraceable is rated R for
grisly violence and torture, and
some language. Though not as
gruesome as SAW it still has mo-
ments of prolonged violent images
and the twisted mind of a serial
killer. The gore is at a minimum
and not overdone. The language
too is tame for R Rated films and
is not thrown around gratuitously.
Mentally this film is grand in the
way it shines a light on our society
and where we are heading as a cul-
ture. Our need to see things and
the lack of regard for human suf-
fering when compared to rational-
izations of freedom. We think we
deserve to be able to experience
whatever we want, and still be
immune from repercussion. I never
thought about it much until see-
ing this film. Then driving to work
today the news anchor on the ra-
dio was talking about a terrible
crime caught on tape and was
quick to add, with a shine in her
voice, “…and you can see a clip of
this tape on our website.” I give
Untraceable 3.5 out of 5 webcams.
It is a strong film in this genre and
one of the better thrillers of late. 
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Provided by Emily Domeyer
General Mills recently an-

nounced Laura Wilson of Irving is
the winner of  the Curves Foods
Real Change, Real Women contest,
a national search for the most in-
spirational weight management
story among American women.
Wilson’s story stood out from more

than 700 applicants, winning her
the chance to appear on the Curves
cereal box, along with $5,000, a
year-long membership to Curves
fitness clubs and a 12-month sup-
ply of Curves Cereal and Snacks.

“We’re delighted to share
Laura’s motivational story with the
world,” Rohan Thakur, marketing

manager for Curves Cereal at Gen-
eral Mills, said. “We hope that her
story can make a difference in the
way women feel and in their ap-
proach to overall health.”

Wilson won voters over with
her determination and honesty
about her weight management ex-
perience. An inspiration to many,
Wilson stopped the years of yo-yo
dieting and instead made a lifestyle
change by incorporating sensible

eating habits and exercise to suc-
cessfully maintain a healthy
weight. Now a member of the
Curves community, Laura can con-
tinue her journey of weight man-
agement and help to inspire oth-
ers beginning their own.  

“I typically don’t have that
get-up-and-go attitude, so I plan
my meals ahead of time and use
exercise to relieve stress,” Wilson
said. She made weight mainte-
nance a part of her life and when
she needs an extra bit of encour-
agement, Wilson looks at old pic-
tures and remembers that “I’m
doing this for myself.”

Spokesperson for the contest,
Daytime Emmy Award-winning
actress and Days of Our Lives star
Judi Evans, who publicly struggled
with weight management for years
following the birth of her son, con-
gratulated Wilson on her contest
win, “Your story will touch so
many and inspire them as well.
Embrace this moment and treasure
it!”  

Evans, who traveled across the
country with Curves Foods to meet
real women making real changes,

encourages women to keep the
momentum going toward their
own weight management goals and
emphasizes the importance of
pushing through the tough times,
“if you hit a bump in the road, re-
member that it is just a bump, not
the end of the road”.  

Curves Foods developed the
Real Change, Real Women contest
and interactive Web site,
www.CurvesFoods.com, to build a
community where women can em-
brace long-term weight-manage-
ment together. U.S. residents na-
tionwide voted on the story that
most inspired them to maintain a
healthy weight. In addition to
Wilson’s recognition, four first
prizes of $1,000 each will be
awarded to runner-ups. Each of the
first prize winners will receive a
6-month membership to a Curves
fitness center:

Tamar Dyson – Elk Grove, CA
Casey Lohman – Lee’s Summit,
M O
Katherine Mendez – Palm Springs,
C A
Linda Snow – Everett, PA.

Local resident to appear on Curves Cereal box

The first of two C-FB ISD
Family Nights with the Dallas
Stars is Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m. The
Stars are hosting Calgary. Tickets
are only $10 for any upper level
seats.

Second Family Night will be

March 19 when the Stars play Ana-
heim.

For more information, contact
Josh Stucky with The Dallas Stars
at 214-387-5538 or e-mail him at
jstucky@dallasstars.com.

TTTTTwwwwwo C-FB ISD family nightso C-FB ISD family nightso C-FB ISD family nightso C-FB ISD family nightso C-FB ISD family nights
with the Dallas Starswith the Dallas Starswith the Dallas Starswith the Dallas Starswith the Dallas Stars

Laura Wilson
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gence test, interview, writing
sample, math assessment, creative
problem solving, and/or draw start.

The screening will take place
on Feb. 2 at the Technology and
Learning Center, 2427 Carrick
Street, Farmers Branch.

The following students may be
tested (Proof of residency is re-
quired):

new Will Smith blockbuster, “I Am
Legend.”

Up to five titles may be
checked out online at one time and
users will have 10 days to listen or
save the downloaded files to a MP3
player. After 10 days the titles will
expire.

Those interested will need a
valid library card, access to the
Internet, and free software called
OverDrive Media Console for the
computer or device to which the
material will be downloaded. Visit
http://irvinglibrary.lib.overdrive
.com to install the free software
and view a digital catalog. 

FFFFFree digital audio book doree digital audio book doree digital audio book doree digital audio book doree digital audio book downloadswnloadswnloadswnloadswnloads
aaaaavailable from the Irvailable from the Irvailable from the Irvailable from the Irvailable from the Irving Public Librarving Public Librarving Public Librarving Public Librarving Public Libraryyyyy

C-FB ISD offers gifted screening

Gifted & talented associationGifted & talented associationGifted & talented associationGifted & talented associationGifted & talented association
hosts scholarship meetinghosts scholarship meetinghosts scholarship meetinghosts scholarship meetinghosts scholarship meeting

Irving Association for Gifted
& Talented will meet at 7 p.m.,
Feb. 5, at Lamar Middle School.

The organization will conduct
a business meeting in the Lamar
cafeteria, then attendees will move
to small-group sessions focused on

writing successful scholarship en-
tries. Group instruction will be of-
fered in both English and Spanish
and applications for the Lori
Lorenz Memorial Scholarship will
be available. Lamar is located at
219 Crandall Road in Irving.

C-FB ISD will be administer-
ing Gifted and Talented (GT)
screening for students residing in
the district, but not currently at-
tending Carrollton-Farmers
Branch ISD schools. The screen-

ing instruments will determine
whether the students are candi-
dates for the gifted program. The
screening may include ONE OR
MORE of the following tasks:
reading inventory, brief intelli-

Students residing within the
C-FB ISD but who are currently
enrolled in private, parochial or
home schools.

Students in Pre-Kindergarten
through eighth grade moving into
the district for the 2007-2008
school year.

Children of district employees
who do not currently attend C-FB
schools.

To qualify for testing, students
should be 5 years old by Feb. 1
(Additional opportunity for testing
is available in June for students
whose birthdays fall between Feb.
1 and Aug. 31.)

The Irving Public Library now
offers digital audio books online
for an easy, convenient way for cus-
tomers to check out books. Users
can download the audio books to a
computer, transfer them to an MP3
player or burn them to a CD. The
service is free and easy to use, and
can be accessed anytime, any-
where. 

“Our library is always inter-
ested in embracing new technolo-
gies and we are excited about of-
fering this service,” Jan Bodnar,
community relations supervisor,
said. “We want to keep up with the
needs of our tech-savvy customers

and entice others to experience
something new.”

The growing collection cur-
rently consists of classic titles such
as “The Great Gatsby” and “Fahr-
enheit 451.”  Library customers
can find books by authors ranging
from Jane Austen and Ayn Rand
to Mark Twain and George
Orwell. New releases like “Playing
for Pizza” by John Grisham,
“Stone Cold” by David Baldacci,
and Alan Greenspan’s “The Age of
Turbulence” also are available.
The library’s digital media catalog
also offers the classic “One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” and the

Throughout the year, schools
in Irving ISD host visits from au-
thors, artists and performers from
an array of genres. The visits not
only serve to entertain and inspire
students, but the visitors often
speak about concepts that support
what teachers cover in class.

Started in 1977, the A.I.R. –
Authors, Illustrators and Readers
– program allows IISD students to
“make personal connections that
continue to build their love of read-
ing,” Renee Newry, librarian at
Farine Elementary School, said.

It was Newry’s connection to
authors Claire and Monte Mont-
gomery that enabled a visit from
the authors to Farine. Their book,
Hubert Invents the Wheel, was be-
ing read in several Farine classes
and though the characters are fic-
tional, the concepts in the book
directly support many of the TEKS
the students learn in science.

Visiting during the month of
January as part of the A.I.R. Pro-
gram are Sally Cook, author of
Good Night Pillow Fight, and Alan

tary School fifth grade students
viewed a one-act play presented by
local story-teller Catherine
Whiteman. Through narration,
excerpts of spirituals and dramatic
portrayal, Whiteman’s play told
the story of Sojourner Truth. Ac-
cording to Jill Kaut, instructional
technology specialist at Hanes,
Whiteman was scheduled as a pre-
lude to the school’s oratory con-
test, in which students participated
in recognition of Martin Luther
King, Jr. day and Black History
month.

Author visits inspire students
and support teachers

Stacy, a well-
published il-
lustrator from
Arlington, TX.
In addition to
the A.I.R. pro-
gram, schools
often play host
to presenters
who help bring
to life the sub-
jects kids read
about in class.
On Jan. 24,
Hanes Elemen-

YYYYYouth includes community in Scouting for Fouth includes community in Scouting for Fouth includes community in Scouting for Fouth includes community in Scouting for Fouth includes community in Scouting for Foodoodoodoodood
Provided by Leigh Eitson

The Scouting for Food Drive
will begin on Feb.9, when Irving
Scout troops and packs will place

empty grocery bags on resident’s
doors in Irving. Citizens are asked
to put non-perishable food items
in the bags, and then set out the
bags for pick up on the morning
of Feb. 16.

Scouting for Food supports
various food pantries in Irving.
Food pantries rely heavily on this
food drive to supplement the in-
ventories in their pantries. Irving
Cares currently serves an average
of 344 families per month. Since
each food order usually provides
five days of food, this is an equiva-
lent of 1,720 days of food distrib-
uted each month (30 days) to cli-
ents by Irving Cares.

Please consider donating some

of the items that are not frequently
donated: peanut butter, jelly, may-
onnaise or salad dressing, or cook-
ing oil (in plastic jars if possible).
Because these are not often do-
nated, many food pantries have to
purchase these items at retail cost.
We also appreciate your donation
of any other non-perishable food
products. For more information
about Irving Cares and a suggested
“shopping list”, visit
www.irvingcares.org.

The Scouting for Food Drive
is one of the larger food drives that
food pantries benefit from, and the
support of the Irving Scouts and
the Irving community is greatly
appreciated.

Provided by Katie Torok
It may sound counterintuitive,

but it is correct. Telling a child to
“go clean your room” is like tell-
ing an adult, “go clean the garage
or the basement!” It is an unfo-
cused and potentially overwhelm-
ing request.

Instead direct your child to
one specific task: “Go make your
bed,” or “Put away all your
clothes,” or “Clean everything off
the floor.” Marcia Ramsland, an
advisory board member of The
Housekeeping Channel, provides
the following tips on getting chil-
dren to effectively clean their
room. 

Five Steps to a Clean Bedroom
1. Make the bed first: since this is
the largest surface, the room is now
50-70% clean.
2. Put everything on the floor
away: start at the doorway and
move everything (besides obvious
trash) from the floor to the bed.
3. Clean up the rest of the room in
three categories. 

Clothes: put in the hamper or
away in drawers and the closet.

Papers and books: organize
papers in notebooks or a file and
place books on the shelves. 
Toys or favorite collections: place
on open shelves. 
4. Add one extra cleaning area per
week after the above three steps.
---Desktop 
---Dresser top 
---Nightstand 
---Closet 
5. Empty the wastebasket often.

“Children don’t do what you
expect, but what you inspect,” or-
ganizing expert Emily Barnes said.
So check on any cleaning they do.

If you work orderly, you will
think orderly. Orderly habits at
home can be a great academic help
for kids.

Provided by Kelli Johnson
The Texas Department of

Transportation (TxDOT) upped
the ante for college-bound students
by introducing a new scholarship
award to their existing Don’t Mess
with Texas Scholarship program.

For this new Don’t Mess with
Texas Scholarship, TxDOT wants
students to write an essay about
how to get a litterbag in every car.
The essay should focus on a cre-
ative and sustainable solution that
would encourage Texans to use
litterbags and get them in their
hands. The winner earns a $1,000
scholarship.

TxDOT will also continue its
traditional scholarship, which con-
sists of a $3,000 grand prize schol-
arship and a $1,000 second-prize
scholarship. To qualify for that
scholarship money, students must
write an essay identifying a spe-
cific litter problem at their own

school or in their community and
the action they took to address it.

As sponsor, Raytheon pro-
vided the funds for this year’s
scholarship program.

The scholarships are intended
for high-school seniors planning to
pursue a two- or four year degree
at a Texas university or college.
Essays must be 300 - 350 words.
Along with their essay(s), students
are required to submit a completed
application and two letters of rec-
ommendation. Students may apply
for both the traditional scholarship
and the litterbag scholarship, but
must complete two separate essays.

To download an application
and for complete rules, visit
www.DontMessWithTexas.org.

A completed application, let-
ters and essays must be addressed
as follows and postmarked by April
4:

TTTTTrash leads to cash in new schol-rash leads to cash in new schol-rash leads to cash in new schol-rash leads to cash in new schol-rash leads to cash in new schol-
arship for graduating seniorsarship for graduating seniorsarship for graduating seniorsarship for graduating seniorsarship for graduating seniors

Never tell a child,
“Go clean your room!” 

Catherine Whiteman presents a one-act play to
students at Hanes Elementary School.

Sally Cook, author
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Call 214-675-6493

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without Dental
Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

Irving’s 24/7 Criminal Alien Pro-
gram (CAP).

“The 24/7 Criminal Alien Pro-
gram was a significant part of our
experience in our community over
the past year. At the last State of
the City Address, we talked about
how in September of ’06, we en-
gaged in this activity with the Fed-
eral Government to screen prison-
ers who were in our jail for their
immigration status. We talked
about how we had had around 300
detentions placed on people for de-
portation. We showed you a slide
of about 17 different countries
where those people come from,”
Mayor Gears said.

“We now have turned over to
ICE 2,200 plus people for depor-
tation, and they come from 46 dif-
ferent countries. Our program is
simply to allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to enter our jail and screen
the prisoners who are already
booked in jail for their citizenship
status.

“We increased the efficiencies
over the year to grow to affecting
almost 300 prisoners per month.
Today, it is down to about 150 or
so prisoners per month probably
because of the media and things
that occurred.

“It was a very significant re-
sult for us in a lot of ways. First of
all, it is a significant result in our
community. Second of all, while
we did this, we stayed out of the
national debate. We didn’t go
around making statements deroga-
tory about people. We stayed out
of that. We didn’t get cavalier
about what we did. We always and
continue to attend to complaints.

This is a very difficult national is-
sue.

“We make only one statement
that relates to the program. That
is that we should be allowed to par-
ticipate with the Federal Govern-
ment to enforce the law and other
cities should be as well. That is it.
We do that a lot. We participate
with county government, the state
government and other cities’ gov-
ernment in taskforces and other ac-
tivities to allow the enforcement of
the law….”

Despite the success of the CAP
program, Mayor Gears indicated
that it is important not to forget
the pain it has caused individuals
who live in our community

“We don’t turn our backs on
the pain that we cause. Even
though it is really not Irving that
caused the pain. It is the situation,
the Federal laws and it is what
people do that gets themselves into
trouble. However, we are very com-
passionate about what we do,” he
said.

The City has seen impressive
results in the area of public safety
over the past year.

“We said last year that we
were going to reduce crime. We
said last year that we were going
to make our neighborhoods and
our city safer. So we implemented
these programs, hired additional
resources and got great people in-
volved and great leadership. And
this is the result that you get. In
2007, violent crime was down
15%, property crimes were down
over six percent, and overall crime
is down over seven percent. What
that means is we now have the low-
est crime rate in Irving’s recorded
history…,” Mayor Gears said.

“We also have the Fire Depart-
ment, which is an important ele-
ment of public safety. They are the
ambassadors of the community.
They are the ones who get the call
on all of the accidents first. They
have to work with the community
and take care of the community.
The Fire Department got great re-
sults this year.

“We replaced two ambulances
with high tech equipment, which
is going to save your life if it is
ever necessary. We are also add-
ing another ambulance. We are al-
ways graduating new paramedics.
We graduated seven this year. We
conduct a Citizens’ Fire Academy,
somewhat like the Police Academy,
where we teach citizens about what
happens in the Fire Department.
We have a new program, Paramed-
ics on Bicycles….

“Code Enforcement has been
very active this year. We have
added some people, resources and
programming. Also we moved the
Code Enforcement Department
into the Police Department to cre-
ate some opportunities for effi-
ciency. When we have some more
serious problems, we have more
ability to take care of those. Also
it helps us to facilitate this idea of
the broken windows theory that if
you have a lot of Code Enforce-
ment violations you are going to
have higher crime rates.

“We have issued demolition
orders through the Building and
Standards board on over 20 struc-
tures this year....”

Mr. Gears speech was punc-
tuated by slides and video clips,
which spotlighted various City de-
partment and activities affecting

Irving. Throughout his presenta-
tion he touched on a number of is-
sues important to Irving from the
future water supply, to economic
development and a $4.4 billion in
major construction projects cur-
rently taking place in the city.

The evening concluded with
the auction of one of the Mayor’s
former suits. Made famous in his

original campaign for Mayor, the
grey suit sported an interesting
white pattern that creates a tex-
tured look. James Truitt, Forest
City’s vice president of develop-
ment, won the suit after bidding
$7,500, which was to be donated
to The Salvation Army. TXU En-
ergy matched Mr. Truitt’s $7,500
as a donation to Irving Cares.

State of the City address emphasizes gains in public safetyState of the City address emphasizes gains in public safetyState of the City address emphasizes gains in public safetyState of the City address emphasizes gains in public safetyState of the City address emphasizes gains in public safety
Continued from page 1

By Jess Paniszczyn
The  North Texas Housing

Coalition (NTHC) hosted its 9th
annual Housing Summit at the
Marriott Las Colinas Hotel on Jan.
24. Themed SHHH!! Housing Cri-
sis – The Burden Our Children Will
Inherit, the summit focused on the
impact of the current housing cri-
sis and lack of formal regional
housing strategy for North Texas.

“NTHC addresses issues in re-
lation to affordable housing,” Yves
Mombeleur, NTHC housing direc-
tor, said. “This year unfortunately
the big topic is foreclosure preven-
tion, loss mitigation. Our partici-
pants are lenders, brokers, title
companies, attorneys, nonprofits,
people who realize that affordable
housing affects everyone in the
entire community.

“I believe we have had a cri-
sis in affordable housing for a long
time. Now, people are starting to
pay attention, because of the loss
mitigation, foreclosure issues I am
glad that we are addressing the
crisis. I am just sad it takes the
mortgage meltdown in the sub-
prime industry for people to finally
bring it on the radar.

“If you are a teacher and a
single parent, you can’t afford to
buy a house in the city of Dallas or
Irving with your sole income. Ba-
sically for anyone who earns at the
median income or below it is hard

to afford housing. Over the past
few years the price of housing has
increased exponentially. But unfor-
tunately the income we receive
from our jobs has not kept pace.”

Affordable housing or the lack
of affordable housing can have a
significant impact on communi-
ties.

“If an individual lives closer
to the place they work, they don’t
have to drive as far. If they don’t
drive as far, the community has
fewer environmental issues. And
gas is expensive. As people have
to go further and further into out-
lying areas to find affordable hous-
ing then drive back to the city, it
becomes problematic,” Mr.
Mombeleur said.

“Studies indicate that people
who own houses are better off emo-
tionally. Their kids do better in
school. So many things relate to
housing being affordable.

“Sitting here looking at this view
over the canal is beautiful. Really,
how many people can afford the
condos they are building in this
area or a townhouse in Las
Colinas? But this is the type of
housing being built. Where are the
people coming from who have all
this money? Maybe I am in the
wrong line of business.

“I think it is unfortunate that
if I went to work in Irving, I would

have to look for housing 25 minu-
ets out, without traffic, to find de-
cent, affordable housing. It is un-
fair, and it is not really necessary
in the United States.”

Builders are constructing
homes based on profits, not the
current market demand, according
to Mr. Mombeleur.

“We are building a lot of
higher end housing and we are not
meeting the market demand. Be-
cause if I am going to be a builder
and construct million dollar
homes, I will make a greater profit.
With the cost of supplies and other
factors, it is expensive to build
housing now. It used to be that you
could buy a lot for $5,000. Today
that same lot is $20,000. The price
points are going up. Cities are not
reinvesting heavily into the mar-
ket by making housing affordable,”
he said.

“Builders should not construct
crappy housing, and then say be-
cause you are poor this is what you
deserve. Poor people just like rich
people want to live in a nice, de-
cent, safe house. So build quality
houses. If the houses are 1,500
square feet, safe, built well, and
affordable, that is great.

“The industry has to rethink
the paradigm. Don’t just focus on
the middle class, because the
middle class is shrinking. Let’s
focus on housing for everyone who

is working. One of the biggest in-
dictments against the American
culture is individuals who have full
time jobs cannot afford housing
and cannot afford healthcare,” he
said.

When people are forced to
make hard choices about paying
their mortgage or paying other ob-
ligations, the economy as a whole
may be affected.

“As we did better year after
year as a culture, we were making
more money. The perceived middle
class was increasing and they were
buying houses. People thought
there was no crisis in housing, be-
cause people were buying houses.
Now we are finding out that people
were buying housing, but they were
spending 50 to 60% of their gross
income on housing. That doesn’t
make sense. People don’t take
home their gross, they take home
their net. So 60% of your gross is
75% of your net. That leaves very
little for a car, electricity, or your
children’s education,” Mr.
Mombeleur said.

“People were over stretched
until they began to break, which is
what we are seeing now. People
were buying houses they couldn’t
afford, because they thought that
was the only thing they could do.

“Affordable housing makes
sense in every way. If you spend

75% of your net income on your
mortgage, you can’t afford to do
anything else. You are not doing
what America needs you to do,
spend. We want to increase spend-
ing. But if I don’t have anything
to spend, I am not spending. When
push comes to shove, I am going
to pay my mortgage. Those who
are unfortunate may be left decid-
ing whether to pay for their child’s
medical care or paying their mort-
gage. If you don’t pay your mort-
gage, you face foreclosure. Texas
is one of the fastest foreclosure
states.

“Because people are buying houses
does not mean that houses are af-
fordable. It means people are
stretching more than they should.
Let’s make houses affordable so
people can buy houses with 30 to
40% of their gross income. Then
they still have the opportunity to
go to a movie, join a softball team,
tithe, or give back to the commu-
nity. Instead of homeowners being
anchored to their homes and work-
ing harder and longer to support
owning the house without making
any progress. Sooner or later,
people are going to start hating
their homes. At some point, often
people decide to let the house be
gone, so they can take care of their
family.”

Housing crisis affects familiesHousing crisis affects familiesHousing crisis affects familiesHousing crisis affects familiesHousing crisis affects families,,,,, communities communities communities communities communities,,,,, econom econom econom econom economyyyyy
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

RAMBO    R
12:35    3:00    5:15    7:45    10:15

# MEET THE SPARTANS    PG13
12:55    3:05    5:20    7:35    9:55

THERE WILL BE BLOOD    R
1:10    4:35    8:05

* UNTRACEABLE    R
1:15    3:5    7:15    9:50

CLOVERFIELD    PG13
12:30    2:45    5:10    7:30    10:00

OVER HER DEAD BODY    PG13
12:40    3:45    7:00    9:45

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

BUCKET LIST    PG13
1:25    4:25    7:10    9:35

27 DRESSES    PG13
12:50    3:20    7:05    9:25

* STRANGE WILDERNESS    R
1:00    3:10    5:15    7:20    9:45

MICHAEL CLAYTON    R
1:35    4:45    7:25    10:10

THE EYE    PG13
1:45    5:00    7:30    10:00

JUNO    PG13
12:45    3:40    6:45    9:40

HOW SHE MOVE    PG13
1:50    5:05    7:20    9:40

February 2: 5-7pm
Reception for The Forgotten Sol-
dier - Presented by Irving Black
Arts Council – Reception for the
exhibit The Forgotten Soldier: The
Perils, The Triumphs, The Legacy.
Free, 5-7 p.m. To commemorate
African American History Month
in February, a visual arts exhibi-
tion and artist reception at the Irv-
ing Arts Center. The exhibition
will be displayed in the Main Gal-
lery from Feb. 1 - March 2. For-
gotten Soldiers, is a tribute to Buf-
falo Soldiers, Tuskegee Airmen,
Black Cowboys and Black military
servicemen as presented by artists
Larry D. Alexander and Burl
Washington, leather craftsman
Arthur Porter, photography by the
late Calvin Littlejohn, and cloth-
ing worn by the Buffalo Soldiers
designed by Elmer Sweat.

February 3: 2-4pm
February 4: 7-9pm
Auditions
ICT MainStage is holding audi-
tions for The Unexpected Guest by
Agatha Christie, directed by Jill
Stephens. Lost in the fog, Michael
Starkwedder stumbles into Richard
Warwick’s study to find him dead
and Richard’s wife Laura standing
near him with a gun. Did she kill
him? 

Call for appointment 972-
594-6104. At the ICT Studio -
2333 W. Rochelle (Corner of Story
& Rochelle).
 
Women’s Roles
Laura Warwick - 30 - 40’s
Miss Bennett - 50’s
Mrs. Warwick - 70’s
 
Men’s Roles
Michael Starkwedder - 40’s
Jan Warwick - 18 - 24
Henry Angell - 40 - 50’s
Sergeant Cadwaller - 20’s - 30’s
Inspector Thomas - 40 - 60’s
Julian Farrar - 30 -40’s

February 5: 6:30-10pm
Mardi Gras - The ICT MainStage
Guild presents its annual Mardi
Gras fundraiser from 6:30 to 10
p.m. at the Las Colinas Country
Club, 4400 N. O’Connor

Blvd.There will be a Cajun dinner,
silent auction, chance drawing and
dancingfeaturing the Dave Tanner
Band. The raffle prize is a $500
gift card. Raffle tickets are $10
each or six for $50.00 (Need not
be present to win) Guests should
wear Mardi Gras attire and there
will be valet parking. The
cost is $75 per person. For reser-
vations or information about ICT
Guild Activities, call the ICT Ad-
ministrative Offices at 972-594-
6104.

February 5: 7:30pm
Baylor Wind Ensemble
Presented by Baylor University –
Instrumentalists from the Baylor
University School of Music present
an evening of diverse music under
the director of Dr. Eric Wilson.
Repertoire will include music by
Dukas, Pann, Schuman, Jacob,
Bolcom, Daugherty and Bernstein.
Carpenter Performance Hall, 7:30
p.m. $5, 972-252-ARTS for tick-
ets. www.irvingartscenter.com

February 7: 10am
JumpstART - Presented by Irving
Arts Center and Irving Public Li-
brary at 10 a.m. in the Irving Arts
Center. FREE story time with a
hands-on art activity to follow.
February’s theme is “Chinese New
Year.” Open to children of all ages
on the first Thursday of each
month. Groups welcome, pre-reg-
istration required for groups of 15
or more. Call 972-252-7558 x1226
to register. Free.
www.irvingartscenter.com.

February 8 - 9
Winter Festival of Acoustic Mu-
sic - First United Methodist
Church located @ 211 W. Third
in DOWNTOWN Irving will be
hosting 2008 Winter Festival of
Acoustic Music & Presented by
Lone Star State Dulcimer
Society. Concerts are open to the
community. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door. Most concerts
will be in the Sancturary. The
workshops for the attendees will be
in the Chapel. In the Family Life
Center —First United Methodist
Church YOUTH Department will

be providing FOOD BAR as a
major fund raiser. Also in the Fam-
ily Life Center will be Dulcimer
Craft Booths. Daytime Concerts
are 10:45-5:30 p.m. & the Evening
Concerts are 7-10 p.m. Featuring:
No Strings Attached, Janita Baker,
Karen Mueller, Chrsitie Burns &
Butch Ross. Concerts will have:
Thompson Family, Acoustic
Plus, Sweet Song String Band ,
Princess Harris & many more.

February 8: 6pm
Championship Texas Holdem
The Irving AMBUCS will
hold their 4th Championship Texas
Holdem and their 1st Elimination
Blackjack Tournament. Prizes in-
clude seats in WSOP and World
Circuit Poker Tournaments, Large
LCD HDTV Television Sets, Poker
Accessories and other items. 
Prizes will be awarded to all play-
ers who reach the final tables in
both Holdem and Blackjack.

The Tournaments will be held
in the Irving Convention Plaza on
Hwy 183 in Irving. Registration
starts at 6:00 pm, Tournaments
will start promptly at 7:00 pm.
Standard WSOP Tournament rules
will apply. 

Donation of $100 for Texas
Holdem tournament, $50 for
Eliimination Blackjack Tourna-
ment. Donation includes chip
t5000 for Holdem, t2500 for
BlackJack. Refreshments includ-
ing beverages provided with dona-
tion.

February 8: 7-9pm
Father/Daughter Valentine’s
Dance - The Mustang Park Recre-
ation Center, 2223 Kinwest Park-
way, will hold its Father/Daugh-
ter Valentine Dance from 7 to 9
p.m. Fathers and their daughters,
ages 5-13, will enjoy a Valentine’s
Day dance complete with a disc
jockey, refreshments and door
prizes. A professional photogra-
pher also will be available to cap-
ture the evening for an additional
fee. Admission is $30 per father/
daughter and $12 for each addi-
tional daughter. Call 972-556-
1334 for more information.

Community Input is re-
quested regarding the design
and development of a Dog Park
in Irving.  The City has
$325,000 for the development of
a dog park at the site of the new
Animal Shelter, being devel-
oped on Valley View Lane.  The
dog park will be adjacent to the
New Animal Shelter and will
share parking.  The preliminary
development plans include two
fenced area to allow dogs to ex-
ercise and interact with other
dogs off of a leash.  There will
be two areas to keep the small
dogs separated from large dogs.
Some of the other amenities be-
ing discussed include shade
structures, benches, picnic
tables, drinking water and a

Read the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online at
www.irwww.irwww.irwww.irwww.irvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.com

evening with extended hours. We
want this to be the place to be when
play stops.

“The kids’ zone is a new ad-
dition on the tennis courts from
where the Pavilion came. These
little kids will grow up and go to
the Pavilion someday. We are ex-
cited about partnering with the
YMCA. We want to get more kids
out to this tournament having
more fun.

---Ticket sales goal:
$12.5 million

---Winner earns $1,150,000
---Prize total: $6.4 million
---One course format: TPC

Four Seasons
---Multimillion dollar course

redesign
---Upgraded entrance
---Kid’s zone
---VIP section
---Concerts
---Celebrity Am
---Beer, wine sold on course

“The Celebrity Am on Tues-
day is an all day event at the pres-
tigious Vaquero Golf Club. These
foursomes are going to be treated
VIP all day long. We are excited it
has already sold out.

“Based on feedback from our
customers and like every other
event on the tour including the
Masters, beginning in 2008 we will
be selling beer and wine on the

 course for enjoyment
on the course.”

Continued from page 1

Byron Nelson to see changes

John Nolan, Tournament Chair-
man, and John Beckert answer
questions for reporters.

New at the NelsonNew at the NelsonNew at the NelsonNew at the NelsonNew at the Nelson

Community Input
Sought on Dog Park

natural surface dog trail
through a wooded area.

A public hearing will be
held, Monday, February 11,
2008, at 6 p.m. as part of the
Parks & Recreation Advisory
Board Meeting.  The Meeting
will be held at the Civic Center
Complex, 825 W. Irving Blvd.
in the First Floor Council Con-
ference Room.  All interested
residents are encouraged to at-
tend to review the proposed
plans and provide comments on
the proposed plans.

The dog park is projected
to be ready for use in the sum-
mer of 2009 in conjunction with
the opening of the New Animal
Shelter.  For additional infor-
mation call 972-721-2501.

Advertisement
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BEST REAL ESTATE DEALS OF 2007
Four real estate deals within Irving-Las Colinas
were selected as finalists in the Dallas Business
Journal’s search for the Best Real Estate Deals of
2007. The finalists included Avelo Mortgage’s lease
in the former Citi location at 250 E. John Carpen-
ter Freeway, Maxim Integrated Products acquisi-
tion of the former Atmel plant at 6431 Longhorn
Drive, Research in Motion’s relocation of their U.S.
headquarters into 5000 Riverside Drive, and the
deal that brought TXU Energy into 6555 Sierra
Drive and TM Advertising from that location into
space being vacated by TXU Energy in Dallas. The
winners will be announced Feb. 28th.

ANHEUSER-BUSCH CONSOLIDATING
INTO LAS COLINAS

Anheuser-Busch, Inc. just signed a 12,242 sq.ft lease
at Las Colinas Tower II and will take possession of
the space in March. This will be a new regional
headquarters for the company. Approximately 40 of
their personnel will be relocating from Houston and
St. Louis to the Metroplex.

NEW ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS

We are extremely pleased to announce two new in-
vestors in our  Economic Development Investors
program: Avaya and Avistas. Avaya is a leading glo-
bal provider of business communications applica-
tions, systems and services focused entirely on serv-
ing the needs of businesses large to small. Avaya is
located at 1111 Freeport Parkway in Coppell and
may be reached at 972-745-5507. Avistas consult-
ants have decades of proven experience bridging
strategic business objectives to technology enablers
through systematic and practical steps. In addition
to serving corporate executives and the investment
communities with major project endeavors and due
diligence for significant mergers, acquisitions and
divestitures, Avistas’ founding members have
launched many of their own innovative and profit-
able entrepreneurial ventures. Avistas is located at

DART BOARD COMMITS
TO DECEMBER 2011 DATE

TO ARRIVE IN LAS COLINAS
The City and Chamber continue to work closely with
the DART Board and staff to ensure that Light Rail (via
the Orange Line) will arrive in the Las Colinas Urban
Center by December 2011 and be constructed with the
same high quality that DART originally committed. The
DART Board publicly stated their intent (via resolution)
for this to occur during their Jan. 22nd meeting. The
City and Chamber will continue to closely monitor this
issue and advocate the importance of connecting down-
town Dallas to DFW Airport with successful transit-ori-
ented developments along the Irving route. The Cham-
ber collected 11,357 citizen signatures which Mayor
Gears presented to the DART Board urging them to keep
the 0range Line on track.

545 E. John Carpenter Freeway, Suite 300 and may be
reached at 214-544-0400. Avistas is one of our first Presi-
dent Level Investors which provides them additional
benefits including Chamber membership, business up-
date briefings and invitations to exclusive events with
new businesses to the City and businesses with signifi-
cant achievements.

IRVING’S CRIME RATE
LOWEST IN 20 YEARS

Police Chief Larry Boyd has reported that crime in Irv-
ing is at the lowest rate in over 20 years. Overall the
crime rate declined 7.1%. Violent crime decreased
15.2% and property crime was down 6.3%. This dem-
onstrates the City’s commitment to its Strategic Plan
objective for a safe and secure city.

SBA LOANS
Two Irving businesses recently received SBA loans.
Those businesses were: Wayne Perry & Associates
Inc., 320 Decker Drive and Tin Spirits LLC, 2931
Lawrence Street.

STATESMAN BUILDING SOLD
The industrial building at 5021 Statesman has been
purchased by Charter Holdings, Inc. The building
contains nearly 42,000 sq ft.  Terms of the sale were
not reported. The building is fully occupied.

BOOK OF LIST CELEBRATION A SUC-
CESS

The Dallas Business Journal’s Book of List Cel-
ebration was a success Jan. 17th with nearly 400
participants. More than 150 of the participants
stopped at the Irving-Las Colinas Marketing Cen-
ter for a guided tour and discussion about the ad-
vantages of an Irving business address. The main
event was hosted at the La Cima Club in Williams
Square as the Chamber/ED Partnership was a co-
sponsor of the event.

RESIDENTIAL REALTORS FORUM
The Residential Realtor Forum will be on Friday,
Feb. 8th (9:00 a.m.) at the Ranchview High School,
8401 Valley Ranch Parkway East. Dr. Annette Grif-
fin, superintendent of the Carrollton-Farmers
Branch Independent School District will discuss the
CFBISD School District and their schools within
Irving. All residential realtors are invited to attend.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership has
initiated 14 new projects this fiscal year for either
relocation or expansion in Irving, and continues to
manage 22 similar projects carried over from the
previous fiscal year.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
DIAMOND INVESTORS

City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors
Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs

Properties Services

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

Provided by Mary Higbie
The annual Irving Heritage

Society Valentine Tea is one of
those rare opportunities to mean-
der back in time. The sister-in-law
of the city’s co-founder planned the
original fete. Now Irving residents
can peek back to that afternoon in
1914 as the Heritage Society rep-
licates the tea in all its elegance.

You’re invited to the Heritage
House on Sunday afternoon, Feb.
10 to enjoy an afternoon of delight-
ful finger foods (recipes plucked
from the Heritage Cuisine Cook-
book), punch, tea, and coffee
(served in vintage sterling silver),
great fellowship, piano music from
the era by musician extraordinaire,
Dr. Clay Gilbert, on the antique

EverEverEverEverEveryone wyone wyone wyone wyone welcomed to attendelcomed to attendelcomed to attendelcomed to attendelcomed to attend
Heritage Heritage Heritage Heritage Heritage Vintage Vintage Vintage Vintage Vintage VVVVValentine Talentine Talentine Talentine Talentine Teaeaeaeaea

piano in the music room, all in the
historical ambiance of the home
C.P. Schulze built for his bride.
Even the decorations reflect Mrs.
Schulze’s touch

All this plus a Valentine
Sweetheart — whose identity will
be revealed during the tea. Mark
your calendar for Feb. 10, 2 - 4
p.m. at the Heritage House, 303
South O’Connor Road in Irving.
Guests are welcomed. The Irving
Heritage House was built in 1912
and has many honors including the
designation as a Texas State His-
torical Landmark.

For more information, visit
the web site at www.irvingheritage.
com or call 972-252-3838.

Ready and waiting, Paula Flatley, Marlene Steward, and Regina Story
admire an antique table set for high tea before guests arrive for the
annual Heritage Society Valentine Tea.
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HELP WANTED
SECURITY
OFFICER

Full time position in Las
Colinas.  Must have one year se-
curity experience, no arrest
record &  available to work
weekends and evenings.  $ 10.00
per hour.  Call 972-691-7599 M-
F,  9-5

DESKIN’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
Electrical, plumbing,

drywall, painting,
sprinkler repairs,

landscaping, hedge
trimming

214 708 4975
972 255 3152

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

House for Rent:
3 bedroom house, fenced yard, MacArthur/
Rochelle area 1105 Fairfield St. Call 972-293-
9768

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

CARRIERS NEEDED
Call 214-808-2815

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

HELP WANTED
Experienced Food Service Workers

Grill/Prep/Utility/Cashiers
Monday-Friday Great Wages/Great Benefits/EEO

Call 972-653-5777 mornings ...
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM only

Leave message telling of your experience

DRIVERS WANTED
DEDICATED
ACCOUNT

• Average $47K / year
• Home 1-2 days / wk
• Health + 401(k)
• No-touch freight
Must live within 25 miles
of Dallas. Class-A CDL
req. Open Sunday.

  866-475-3621
The MICHAEL

EBANKS ALUMNI
SCHOLARSHIP is a $550
scholarship given yearly to
one student who attended
Furneaux Elementary.

Michael Ebanks was a
former Furneaux Elemen-
tary student, who died in the
collapse of the Texas A&M
Bonfire on Nov. 18, 1999. In
honor of his memory, the
Furneaux PTA established
the Michael Ebanks Alumni
Scholarship.

Students can pick up an
application at the high
school counselor’s office.
The deadline to mail in the
application is March 31.

For more information,
contact Jeanette Joy with
Furneaux PTA at 972-939-
2336 or jjoy@lbrealty.com.

Furneaux Elementary
alumni scholarship

Attention
Furneaux
Alumni
Seniors

and workforce needs from Irving
and the surrounding area. Our
campus will provide an accessible,
affordable alternative for the pur-
suit of higher education here in this
part of our community.”

Part of a $450 million bond
package approved in May, 2004,
the DCCCD expansion also in-
cludes the North Lake College
North Campus under construction
in Coppell and three other DCCCD
campuses.

“This is a day of celebration
for North Lake College and for the
Dallas County Community College
District,” Dr. Wright Lassiter, Jr,
chancellor of the DCCCD, said.
“What has occurred today in this
ground awakening is an effort on
our part to expand and move our
district further into each of five
different communities.

“With this ground awakening
we are moving into south Irving
in a very expansive way. We are
doing the same thing in Garland
on the part of Richland College,
in Pleasant Grove through
Eastfield College, in Coppell again
through North Lake College, and
finally we will be opening a com-
munity campus in west Dallas.

Five unique community campuses
designed to move our district
deeper and deeper into the com-
munity to be of service to those citi-
zens who are in need of that which
we can provide.

“This is a chilly day, but it is
a day of celebration. And where
there is celebration that tends to
just warm the atmosphere.”

Rene Castilla, executive dean
of Educational Partnerships for
North Lake College, has possessed
a long standing vision of what the
new campus might one day be. The
new campus will offer academic
transfer courses, GED Testing
Center, entrepreneurship educa-
tion, Teacher Academy, and a
Community Room.

“We call this a ground awak-
ening, because the ground has been
asleep long enough. The North
Lake College South Campus is for
the south Irving community. This
is their neighborhood college,”
Dean Castilla said. “We are going
to work closely with the area high
schools and middle schools to get
students to come to this campus
and to be the gateway to their edu-
cation onto the main campus and
onto a four year university.

“We are going to be working
with the Chambers of Commerce
and with the City on some entre-
preneurship education. We are go-
ing to work with high school kids
and others who might consider en-
trepreneurship as a career. We will
also be reaching out to all of the
baby boomers who are retiring and
people who are considering other
things to do, we want them to con-
sider entrepreneurship as an op-
tion. Some people want to go into
business for themselves, we are
going to be there help them get
there and show them how to go
about doing it.

“I hope we will be so success-
ful here that we will have to build
more buildings. I spoke with Jack
Singley a long time ago when we
were doing exploratory studies on
this location. I told him the size of
the building we were going to
build. He said, “It is too small.” It
is a 30,000 square foot building.
We will have 18 classrooms. And
Jack said it is not enough.

“We are looking forward to the
ribbon cutting next year in 2009.
And we are looking forward to our
first group of students who will
attend here,” he said.

Continued from page 1

North Lake College South
Campus to serve area students

Intermediate sign language
classes will be held on Mondays
from 5:30 p.m.-6:45 p.m., Jan.
28 through March 10, at Brit-
ain Elementary School cafete-
ria, located at 631 Edmondson

in Irving. The class is free to
families of deaf students, $10 for
IISD employees, and $20 for all
others. For more information,
please call 972-554-3800.

Sign language
class offeredProvided by

C r a i g
Boleman

M a e s t r o
H e c t o r
Guzman, the
I r v i n g
Symphony’s
O r c h e s t r a ’s

in Mexico City on Jan. 27. The
award is governed by the Mozart
Academy, the Embassy of Austria
in Mexico City and the Mexican
government. Maestro Guzman
joins an impressive list of previ-
ous recipients, including Placido
Domingo and the late Eduardo
Mata, former music director of the
Dallas Symphony.

The symphony’s 2007-2008
concert season concludes on April

12 at the Irving Arts Center with a
concert entitled “Always & For-
ever.” Tickets to all Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra concert events are
on sale at the Irving Arts Center
Box Office.

For more information about
the Irving Symphony Orchestra,
including how you can play a role
in support of the symphony, call
972-831-8818 or visit
www.IrvingSymphony.com.

Maestro Hector Guzman receives MozarMaestro Hector Guzman receives MozarMaestro Hector Guzman receives MozarMaestro Hector Guzman receives MozarMaestro Hector Guzman receives Mozart Medalt Medalt Medalt Medalt Medal

conductor and music director, re-
ceived the prestigious Mozart
Medal at the Palace of Fine Arts
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If your business would like to advertise in the games section
of the Irving Rambler.  Almost everyone likes to play games giv-
ing advertisers a captive and entertained audience.

Sudoku is a popular game that requires logic.  Unlike most
other puzzles Sudoku using numbers instead of letters and words.
Most players take 10 to 15 minutes to solve a normal Sudoku

ADVERTISE HERE
puzzle.  Even the 2007 World Sudoku Record holder takes more than
2 minutes to solve a regular puzzle. If your advertisement is next to
our Sudoku puzzle players will see it for a long time.

We are considering a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this
section would guarantee you could play your favorite game every week.

Contact us at 214-675-6493
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606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

PEGGY LOU ALBEE
Peggy Lou Albee, of Irving, passed
away January 21, 2008. She was
born March 29, 1928 in Wichita
Falls.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Clyde Albee, survivors in-
clude her nieces Carolyn Baker
and Mary Barron and friend Kathy
Boolter.

Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home assisted the family.

MATTIE V. JOHNSON
    Mattie V.
Johnson, age
91, passed away
January 22,
2008.
    She was born
July 2, 1916 in
M c C u l l o c k

County, TX to the late Sam and
Winnie Smith. Mattie was raised
in Stacy, but was a longtime resi-
dent of Irving. A loving and de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother,
and sister, Mattie will be missed
by all who knew and loved her.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Earnest J. “Jack”
Johnson, and siblings Gordie,
Johnnie, Newman, Patsy, and
Irven.

Mattie is survived by her son
Curtis McMillan, Jr. and wife Judy
of Boerne, TX; grandchildren
Mark McMillan, Melinda Hughes,
and Lisa Mallia; six great grand-
children; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held at
Jan. 28 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Rev. Wayne Watkins
officiating.

RITA IRENE ROWE
Rita Irene Rowe, 81, passed away
on January 25, 2008 in Denton. 

Mrs. Rowe was born on Aug.
26, 1926 in Duncan, OK. to
Charlie and Mary Ellen Beavers.
She was a lifelong Irving resident
where she had been a member of
Kingdom Hall Jehovah Witness.
She was retired from Taylor Pub-
lishing with 45 years of service. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Luke Rowe and
daughter, Carolyn Rowe.

She is survived by daughter,
Lutherene Neal and husband,
Charles of Irving, son, Charles
Rowe and wife, Susan of Irving,
son, Jody Rowe and wife, Judy of
Corinth, 14 grandchildren, many
great grandchildren, sister, Fannie
Rusell and husband, Ernest of

Marlow OK and brother, Wesley
Beavers of Duncan, OK.

Family received friends for
visitation on Monday evening. A
graveside funeral was held on Jan.
29 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Funeral directions con-
ducted under the direction of Aus-
tin Raney at Chapel of Roses Fu-
neral Home.

DOUG FRANKS
    Doug
Franks, age 37,
a resident of
Irving for 10
years, died
January 24,
2008 at an Irv-
ing hospital.

B o r n
Aug. 31, 1970 in Andrews, TX, he
was a computer programmer at
Tuesday Morning for 5 years.
Doug was a proud member of the
P.F. Motorcycle Group.

Preceded in death by his ma-
ternal grandfather, Clarence Ward,
he is survived by his wife of 11
years, Glenda Franks; son,
Jonathan Neal of Lewisville;
daughter, Jordan Taylor of Califor-
nia; father, Bill Franks and wife
Patti of Kermit; mother, Wanda
Stephens and husband Mark of
Lubbock; sisters, Melissa Miller
and husband Will of Big Spring
and Dawn Poynter and husband
Tommy of Meridian; maternal
grandmother, Mamie Ward; step-
grandmother, Mary Stephens; pa-
ternal grandparents, Bill and
Bobbye Franks.

A Memorial service was held
Jan. 26 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel with Rev.
Tim Kerrick officiating.

JEFF CALDWELL
    Jeff
Caldwell, age
89, died Janu-
ary 24, 2008 in
Bedford.
    Mr.
Caldwell, for-

merly of Irving, was preceded in
death by his loving wife of more
than 62 years, Katherine Louise
Caldwell. Survivors include his
daughter and son-in-law Pat and
Bob Seeley of Bedford; daughter
and son-in-law Mary and Randy
Adams of Arlington; son and
daughter-in-law Robert and

Carmen Caldwell of Eureka
Springs, AR; grandchildren Todd
Seeley, Tricia Lewis and husband
Clint, Sage Caldwell and wife Tif-
fany, Zachary Caldwell and wife
Kasia, and Jeff Adams; and great
grandchildren Whitney and
Nathan Lewis.

Jeff was born and raised
around Batesville, MS, graduating
as Salutatorian from Pope High
School. He served his country with
the 8th Air Force during WWII, sta-
tioned primarily in England. He
worked for Lloyd A. Fry Roofing/
Owens Corning for more than 35
years before retiring in 1981. He
was a Master Mason and a former
member of the Irving Lions Club,
as well as a deacon at First Baptist
Church-Irving, where he was a
member for more than 50 years.
After his retirement, he served as
a volunteer driver for the Red
Cross for over 10 years. He was a
hunter, a fisherman, a master gar-
dener and of man of integrity who
will be dearly missed.

Funeral services was held Jan.
28 at First Baptist Church-Irving.
Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. There will be
no visitation.

MARTHA ELAINE
BEARDEN

Martha Elaine Bearden, a
resident of Irving for over 45 years,
passed away January 21, 2008.

She was born April 19, 1918
in Mansfield, LA. She later worked
in Shreveport at Barksdale AFB in
support of the WWII war effort.
She married SMSGT Clarence D.
Bearden in 1945.

She is survived by her son
Robert Earl Bearden; daughter
Brenda Jane Bearden; sister
Carolyn Ginn; and grandchildren
Laura McClendon and Deanna
Bearden.

A loving mother and a giving
friend to many in the Irving area,
she will be missed.

Funeral services were held
Jan. 26 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with entombment at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

PATRICIA
SOMMERFELDT

Patricia Sommerfeldt, age 74, a
resident of Irving, died January 27,
2008 at her home.

Born Feb. 16, 1933 in Detroit,
MI to James N. Levinske and Julia
Warchel Levinske, she is survived
by her husband, John
Sommerfeldt; children, John
Sommerfeldt, Jr. of Marietta, GA,
Jim Sommerfeldt of Grand Haven,
MI, Ann Kamm of Battlecreek, MI
and Elizabeth Calvillo-
Sommerfeldt of Forest Grove, OR;

twelve grandchildren; brother-in-
law, Thomas Sommerfeldt and
wife Marilyn of Elk Rapids, MI;
and sister-in-law, Mary Grace and
husband James of Kalamazoo, MI.

A Memorial Service was held
Jan. 31 at the Church of the Incar-
nation, University of Dallas. Me-
morial contributions may be made
to a charity of one’s choice.

URBANE “BUD” TARVER
    Urbane
“Bud” Tarver,
age, 88, died
January 25,
2008 at Baylor
Medical Center
at Irving.

Bud was born May 2, 1919,
in Dallas, to Urbane and Mamie
Jane Smithson Tarver. A resident
of Irving for fifty-four years, Bud
was the owner of Irving Motor
Mart for 18 years and was a proud
member of Texas Baptist Emer-
gency Task Force.

He is survived by his wife of
16 years, Opal; daughters, Loveta
Stoddart and Joyce Read of Irving;
granddaughter, Betty Jo Bennett of
Richardson, great grandson, Kyle
Sauter of Carrollton; brother,
Joedd Tarver of Amarillo; step-
children Karen Shepardson, David
Cook, Larry Cook and Sandy Tay-
lor; numerous nieces and nephews,
other family members and many
friends.

Services were held Jan. 29 at
Oak View Baptist Church in Irv-
ing, where he was a member.
Burial followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving. Family
received friends Monday at the fu-
neral home. Family request that in
lieu of flowers memorials be made
to the Oak View Baptist Building
Fund, 1004 S. Story, Irving, TX
75060. Arrangements under the
direction of Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home.

LAWRENCE
RAYMOND BURNS

    Lawrence
R a y m o n d
Burns, age 81,
of Alba, TX
died January
25, 2008 at a
Bedford hospi-
tal.

B o r n
September 30, 1926 in Center, TX,
Lawrence was a longtime Irving
resident. He was a Defense Aero-
space Engineer and a veteran of
World War II.

Preceded in death by his wife,
Juanita Burns; grandson, Brandon
Burns and a brother and a sister,
he is survived by two daughters,
Ranita Grauwiler and husband

Jerry Frank Hux, II.
(Bubba), 17, born October 1,
1990 and taken too soon on Janu-
ary 25, 2008.

Survived by his loving fam-
ily; father Jerry Hux; mother,
Tammy Hux, sisters, Krystal and
Kandace Hux all of Irving;
grandparents Ted and Shirley
Bogue, numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins and a host of friends. He
was preceded in death by his
grandparents, James Arte and
Mildred Hux.

Bubba’s greatest joy was
baseball. An amazing athlete,
who just enjoyed the love of the
game. In the eleventh grade at
Nimitz High School, he couldn’t
wait until he could once again
join his teammates on the field
for another season of baseball.
“Our dear Bubba, how you will
be missed.”

JERRY FRANK HUX, II
(BUBBA)

Services were held Jan. 30
at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church with burial at Grove Hill
Memorial Park in Dallas.
Friends were received by the
family on Monday at the funeral
home.

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Welcomes long time Irving Funeral Director

Austin E. Raney

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Christopher of Flower Mound and
Rebecca Burns of Florida; three
sons, Larry Burns and wife Vanda
of Ingleside, Lon Burns of
Bedford, Lowell Burns and wife
Tonya of Era; six grandchildren;
3 great grandchildren; sister,
Lucille Parker of Houston; sister-
in-law, Dorothy Burns of Marshall
and his companion, Rosa
Duplechien.

Mass of Christian Burial was
held Jan. 30 at Holy Family of
Nazareth Catholic Church in Irv-
ing with burial at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving. Friends
were received by the family on
Tuesday at the funeral home. Ar-
rangements under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home.

DOROTHIE
MORELAND

      Funeral
services for
D o r o t h i e
Moreland, age
86, of Irving,
will be held
11:00 AM Feb.
2 at the Chism-

Smith Funeral Home with Rev.
Bobby Raper officiating.

Visitation was on Feb. 1 at
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

Burial will follow in the Shady
Grove Cemetery with David

Johnson, Chad Barrie, Britt
Moreland, Thomas Moreland,
Matthew Moreland, and Michael
Moreland serving as pallbearers.

Mrs. Moreland passed away
Jan. 23, 2008 in Irving after a long
illness.

She was born in Handley, TX
on March 29, 1921 to Walter and
Bertha Mustard Thieleman.

Mrs. Moreland was a resident
of Irving for some 64 years. She
was a historical enthusiast who
took great interest in city, county,
and state history. Always doing for
others, she was friendly and
fiercely loyal to her family and
friends.

She was blessed with a talent
for sewing and creating magic with
her ability to crochet and knit. Her
family and many of her friends
were often the recipients of her
golden touch with a needle and
cloth as well as her wonderful cre-
ations in crocheting and knitting.

Mrs. Moreland loved life,
music and a good laugh to be sure.
In addition to thoroughly enjoying
people, traveling and seeing new
places also brought her great joy.
Her unique zest for life always
lifted her above the inevitable ebb
and flow of life’s journey.

Above all, she loved the Lord
and in 1956 she led her family in
seeking the fellowship of other
Christians at the old Sowers Road

Baptist Church which later became
Pioneer Baptist Church in which
she was a member for many years.

Dorothie left an unforgettable
impression on anyone she ever
met. We shall miss her but are
comforted in knowing that she is
in Heaven walking the streets of
gold and enjoying family and
friends that have gone before her.

Survivors include one son,
Walter “Red” Moreland of North
Richland Hills; 2 sisters, LaVerne
Boyd of Ennis, and Rita Hayden
of Oregon; 3 grandsons, Britt
Moreland of Forney, Matthew and
Michael Moreland, both of Flower
Mound; one great grandson, Tho-
mas Moreland of Forney.

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
in charge of arrangements.

LESSIE ESTELLE
BROOKS PITTMAN

    Lessie
Estelle Brooks
Pittman, 89,
went home to
be with the
Lord on Janu-
ary 26, 2008.

She passed away peacefully at
Baylor Medical Center in Irving.
A loving mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother who will be
greatly missed by her family and
friends, Lessie was born Feb. 9,
1918, to the late Lyman and Mattie
Brooks in Mill Creek, OK. In
1934, Lessie married her sweet-
heart Jim Pittman who preceded
her in death in 1973.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters Shirley Dunaway, Marguerite
Warren and husband Marvin, and
Nancy Grisham and husband Bob;
five grandchildren James Warren,
Jerel Warren, Jay Dunaway, Rob-
ert Grisham, and Julie Grisham;
two great-grandchildren, James
Warren, Jr. and Thomas Warren.

Services were held Jan. 28 in
the Heritage Chapel of the First
Baptist Church of Dallas with Dr.
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972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Robert Jeffress officiating. Burial
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the First
Baptist Church, 1707 San Jacinto,
Dallas, TX 75201 or the First Bap-
tist Academy, 1704 Patterson
Street, Dallas, TX 75201.

The family expresses great ap-
preciation to the staffs at the
Hearthstone-Irving Assisted Liv-
ing and the Baylor Medical Cen-
ter of Irving for their loving and
dedicated care. Arrangements un-
der the direction of Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home.

WALTER WATSON
PARIS, JR.

Walter Watson Paris, Jr., age
79, formerly of Irving, passed away
on January 13, 2008 in Flower
Mound.

He was born on January 4,
1929 in Dallas to Walter and Annie

Paris. Walter married Juanita Wil-
son on June 25, 1948 in Dallas.
Walter and Louise have been faith-
ful members of Plymouth Park
Baptist Church since 1966, most
of that time Walter served as a Dea-
con and Sunday School Teacher.

He is preceded in death by his
parents and a daughter Carolyn
who died shortly after birth. Sur-
vivors include wife of 59 years,
Juanita Paris; daughters, Karen
WIlliamson of Decatur, Janet
Schulz of Highland Village; grand-
children, Shane, Kimberly, Carrie,
Kelly, Stacie, Kris, Marcus, Greg,
Justin; 13 great-grandchildren,
Preston, Alexander, Parker, Coo-
per, Jace, Johnathan, Bethany,
Maddy, Scout, Piper, Barton,
Elizabeth and Ashton.

Funeral Services were held on
Jan. 17 at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church. Chism-Smith Funeral
Home handled the arrangements.

REHAB &
SKILLED NURSING

FACILITY

Medicare
Private Rooms

w/ TV & Phone

Call Admissions
972-898-3561
972-579-1919

2021 Shoaf Dr.
(Hwy 183 & O’Connor)
Irving, TX 75061

www.ashford-hall.com

!!!!! Physical Therapy
!!!!! Occupational Therapy
!!!!! Speech Therapy
!!!!! Respiratory Therapy
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Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

Hi Irving!
    I am so ready
for warmer
weather. How
about you? It
won’t be long.
Before we know

it, March 20th , the first day of
spring, will be here.

If you did not attend the
‘’State of the City Address’’ last
Tuesday evening, let me encour-
age you to watch it on ICTN. I
think it was the best one yet. I ap-
preciate our city officials and all
of the great folks that make this
informative update get better and
better. Irving has many accom-
plishments and many other soon-
to-be accomplishments in
progress. It was also good to see
the place filled to capacity.

Have you seen that email
about drinking cold water with
your meals? It says that it is bad
because the cold water will solidify
the fat we’ve just eaten and will
slow down digestion by diluting
the enzymes our stomach uses to
break down our food. It says that a
sludge-like substance forms, even-
tually turns to fat (even though it
was fat already), lines the intes-
tines and could cause cancer. Well,
we all know that water is good for
us and that everything we eat ends
up to be the same temperature as a
result of the heat from our bodies.
Not to mention that our body is
made up of mostly water. So this
email obviously contains some er-
roneous information. However, I
actually do prefer to drink hot tea
or soup with meals. I love hot tea.

It has a little kick (caffeine) plus
it’s has antioxidants, too. And soup
is very filling and if you stay away
from the cream based soups, is very
low calorie as well.

On another note, let me re-
mind everyone that you are a val-
ued voter in your party. I have
heard some people say they are
neither a Republican nor Democrat
for various reasons. Maybe they
don’t agree with 100% of either
party or maybe they just don’t care
for the person representing each
party. I believe it is still important
to vote in the primary elections
though because that is when we
decide on the best person to repre-
sent the party that we agree with
most. If you sit out the Primary
Elections, then you are yielding
your right to vote to someone else

and your choices in the November
General Election will be someone
else’s choices. I understand the
philosophy behind the ‘indepen-
dent’ label but hope that everyone
comes out to vote in the Primaries.
You are a valued voter. In Novem-
ber you can vote a straight ticket
or a split ticket, but it is important
to VOTE. Praying to make a dif-
ference.
Attend Church Sunday
God Bless You

Margaret’s Corner
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Irving.Net’s ESL student becomes a U.S. Citizen
ministrative Annex. The students
and teacher, Ms. Vivian Shelton,
surprised Lourdes with a party be-
fitting for the occasion providing
Lourdes with U.S. flags and her
very own “USA” T-shirt.

Lourdes credits her teacher,
Ms. Shelton, for the support and
motivation needed to complete the
test. Lourdes said that enrolling in
the English class was a wise deci-

sion in her effort to improve her
life here in America.

Ms. Dora Moron, Director of
the Irving ISD Bilingual/ESL ser-
vices sponsored refreshments for
the event while Juan Carlos
Martinez, IISD Parental Involve-
ment Coordinator, and Delia
Watley, Program Manager for
Irving.Net gave words of encour-
agement.

Provided by Delia Watley
Lourdes Rivera be-

came a U.S. Citizen last
week after passing her
citizenship exam.

Lourdes is one of the
Irving ISD parents at-
tending the Irving.Net
adult ESL class held at
the school district’s Ad-

Vivian Shelton, Lourdes Rivera, Delia
Watley, and Javier Espinosa celebrate
Ms. Rivera becoming a U.S. citizen.
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Benefiting Ambucs Charities and AmTryke Kids Fund Every Kid Deserves
the Chance to Ride a Bike Help Ambucs Make Their Dreams Come True

This is a three hour tournament of skill, elimination to the last man/woman
standing per table and a final table in both Blackjack and Texas Holdem. Prizes
include WSOP & WPT Tounament Seats HDLCD TV, Poker Table Tops, Chip
Sets and Accessories. Complete details and Tournament rules will be posted on

the website and at the event.Fast Eddie bets you don’t have the guts!!!

&
1st Annual Championship

Elimination Blackjack Tournament

4th Annual Irving Ambucs Championship
Texas Holdem Charity Poker Tournament

Benefiting Ambucs Charities and AmTryke Kids Fund Every Kid Deserves
the Chance to Ride a Bike Help Ambucs Make Their Dreams Come True

When & Where:
Friday Feb. 8th, 2008 Convention Plaza, Hwy 183, Irving, TX

75062
Registration 6:00 p.m., Tournament 7:00 p.m. Sign-up online

at www.irvingambucs.org today

Cost:
Donation of $100 per person includes Evening Festivities, Food

and Drink, reserved seating in the Texas Holdem area, and
recognition as an AmTryke Donor.

Donation of  $50 per person includes Evening Festivities, Food
and Drink, reserved seating in the Blackjack area, and
recognition as an AmTryke Donor.

Seating is available for spectators for $10 and includes
refreshments.

Other sponsorships:
Named sponsorship of AmTrykes for children are available for a donation
of $250, $350, $500 & $650. Donations to the AmTryke fund my be made
securely,  in any denomination, at www.irvingambucs.org.

The Irving Ambucs is a 501c3 Charitable Corporation, P.O. Box 153425, Irving, TX 75015-3425. President Chris Gandy,
Chairman Doug Davis – Ph: 214-616-9014 – Fax 972-252-9605 Email contact jdoug5@msn.com or rsilver214@aol.com

with questions.
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Provided by Jane Martin
Piccadilly Garden Club mem-

bers met Mr. Chris Michalski, As-
sistant Community Services Direc-
tor at the Parks and Recreation De-
partment, on Jan.23. As the club’s
annual civic project, a check for
$200 was presented by Piccadilly’s
president, Earlene Giddens, to pur-
chase trees for an Irving city park.

Mr. Michalski thanked the
club and reported that with the
contribution, six pecan trees were
purchased and planted at Fritz
Park.

The Piccadilly Garden Club
meets on the second Tuesday
evening of each month from Sep-
tember to May. The club has been
active in Irving since 1959.

For more information, call
469-417-0165, or email at
cora59@hotmail.com.

Making Irving a little greener, Piccadilly Garden Club members,
Margie Galyon, Jane Martin, Earlene Giddens, Pat Reese, and Linda
McClure, present a $200 donation to Mr.  Michalski, Assistant Com-
munity Services Director at the Parks and Recreation Department.

Club’Club’Club’Club’Club’s donation purchases trees for Fs donation purchases trees for Fs donation purchases trees for Fs donation purchases trees for Fs donation purchases trees for Fritz Pritz Pritz Pritz Pritz Parkarkarkarkark

Provided by Rebecca Jackson
The University of Dallas re-

cently announced the award of a
three year, $1.5 million challenge
grant from The Constantin Foun-
dation. The funds from the grant
will match gifts from new donors
to the University and increased
gifts from past donors, up to
$500,000 per year for three con-
secutive years, to help support the
most critical needs of the Univer-
sity.

“The Constantin family and
The Constantin Foundation have
supported the University of Dallas
throughout its history and this tre-
mendous gift is the latest example
of their generosity,” Dr. Francis M.

Lazarus, president of the Univer-
sity of Dallas, said. “This grant will
allow us to meet the needs of our
students and help ensure UD re-
mains a top-ranked, nationally rec-
ognized university for years to
come.”

The undergraduate
Constantin College of Liberal Arts
at the University is named in honor
of Mr. Eugene Constantin, Jr. Mr.
Constantin was one of the
University’s founding members,
served as the general chair of the
University’s first fundraising cam-
paign and provided other major
financial support during the
University’s early years. In 1967,
The Constantin Foundation en-

dowed the undergraduate college
with $1 million and an additional
gift of $5 million was given in
1969. And in 2007, the University
met and surpassed a challenge
grant of $500,000 from the Foun-
dation.

“The Constantin Foundation
has a deep commitment to higher
education and, in particular, to the
University of Dallas,” Catherine
Doyle, executive director of the
Foundation, said. “It was Mr.
Constantin’s vision to create a

University of Dallas receives $1.5 million challenge grant from The Constantin FUniversity of Dallas receives $1.5 million challenge grant from The Constantin FUniversity of Dallas receives $1.5 million challenge grant from The Constantin FUniversity of Dallas receives $1.5 million challenge grant from The Constantin FUniversity of Dallas receives $1.5 million challenge grant from The Constantin Foundationoundationoundationoundationoundation
strong, vibrant university, and we
are pleased to continue his legacy
through this gift.”

Eugene and Ruth Constantin
established The Constantin Foun-
dation in 1947 for the purpose of
charitable benefit to the people of
Dallas County. The Foundation
supports improving the quality of
life through contributions to civic,
cultural, educational and medical
charities, primarily in Dallas
County.

Provided by Robert Smith
The Visiting Nurse Associa-

tion needs hospice volunteers in
the Irving area who want to help

terminally ill patients and their
families.

An 18-hour course in volun-
teer hospice care will be held over
two Saturdays, Feb. 16 and March
1, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the VNA
headquarters on 1600 Viceroy
Drive in Dallas. Training is pro-
vided at no cost.

Volunteers are an essential
part of the hospice team and help
in many ways. Direct care volun-
teers provide emotional support,
caregiver relief, and assistance
with errands. Bereavement volun-
teers help comfort grieving family
members, co-facilitate grief sup-
port groups, and assist with
monthly luncheons. Administra-
tive volunteers help with clerical
duties and other program support
activities.

To register for the volunteer
training class, contact 214-689-
2672 or feltnerj@vnatexas.org.
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Hospice volunteer
training offered


