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By Jess Paniszczyn
A veritable who’s who of Texas

transportation authorities gathered
near the University of Dallas to be
a part of the ground breaking cer-
emony for the Irving Diamond In-
terchange. One of seven National
Environmental Streamlining
Projects, the Diamond Interchange
creates a multimodal convergence

Not so very long ago or far, far
away, Irving once boasted two of
the Metroplex’s most popular at-
tractions, Storybook Land and
Cowboy Town. On a bright April
day in 1956, 10,000 paying guests
attended the opening of Storybook
Land. A short time later, Cowboy
Town was enticing visitors with
stage hold-ups and bank robber-
ies. Patrons were even encouraged
to bring their own guns to the park.

Just a teenager in the mid-fif-
ties R.A. Shipman was hired to work
at Cowboy Town. Wearing a cow-
boy hat turned up in front, over-
sized jeans held up with rope sus-
penders, and riding a miniature
mule, R.A. played ‘Clem’, the town’s
clown. When the occasion called
for it, R.A. also played the town’s
doctor, because he wore glasses.

“Storybook Land was a fantasy
of things for the young to see,”
R.A. said. “It had only one ride for
the kids, and that was a real old-
fashioned carousel with real life
horses, Shetland Ponies. One of my
jobs was to saddle those ponies
each day and then hook them into
the carousel.

“Cowboy Town was where I
spent most of my day, playing a
cowboy and shooting real guns
with blanks. It was a small western
town with one street and several
old shops, general store, printing
office (where we printed Wanted
Posters with visitors’ names), bar-
bershop, doctor’s office, bank, tele-
graph office, Wells Fargo office, a
blacksmith barn, and a sheriff’s of-
fice with a jail. There was also a
stagecoach depot building separate
from the two lines of buildings mak-
ing up the town with the large sa-
loon at the end of the main street.

“We had several skits that we
performed during the day, like rob-
bing the Wells Fargo office or the

The Irving Police Department
is requesting public assistance in
identifying the person(s) respon-
sible for two aggravated robberies
in the Valley Ranch area of north
Irving. Based on the victims’ de-
scription of the suspect in each rob-
bery and the manner/circumstance
of each, investigators believe the
same individual committed both
robberies, but advise there is a pos-
sibility that there may be two sus-
pects.

The suspect(s) has been de-
scribed as a tall black male with
short hair, possibly 6’00", thin, 170-
180 lbs and clean shaven. During
one offense he was wearing blue
jeans and an unknown color t-shirt.
In both cases, women were attacked
who were alone. There was no hesi-
tation by the attacker in hitting and
causing injury. Both offenses oc-
curred only days apart, and both
offenses were committed in the
same general area and approximate
timeframe (between 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.)

Investigators have been un-
able to locate any witnesses to the
robberies, and no suspect vehicle
has been identified. Investigators
believe the suspect may live in
close proximity to the offenses.
Police are concerned that these vio-

lent robberies could continue and
urge citizens to maintain a height-
ened awareness to their surround-
ings and also ask that anyone with
information contact the Irving Po-
lice Department immediately 972-
721-2518 or call 9-1-1.

Details:
On Sunday, 10-12-08 (approx.

9:20 p.m.) a delivery driver for
Domino’s  was approached in the
parking lot of Domino’s in the 10000
block of N. Mac Arthur Blvd. when
she stepped out of her car to enter
the business. Almost immediately
she was attacked with a claw ham-
mer and was struck in the face,
head, and arm causing serious in-
juries. Amount taken… $10.00, no
property.

On Wednesday, 10-16-08
(approx. 7:30 p.m.) a woman, walk-
ing home from the store was in the
9800 block of W. Valley Ranch
Pkwy. when she was approached
and attacked. In this assault/rob-
bery the suspect initially began
choking the victim and then struck
her in the face numerous times with
either his fist or unknown weapon.
Taken was a ladies leather wallet
containing only a small amount of
change.

Police seek assistance
identifying suspect

FFFFFormer coormer coormer coormer coormer cowbowbowbowbowboy recalls Iry recalls Iry recalls Iry recalls Iry recalls Irving’ving’ving’ving’ving’s amusing pasts amusing pasts amusing pasts amusing pasts amusing past
bank across the street from the
sheriff’s office so that the gun-
fights were from both sides of the
street. There was a PA system that
informed visitors of what was go-
ing on from the saloon where so-
das and corn dogs were served
while guests listened to an old
player piano.”

Throughout the park, activities
were designed to get children and
their parents involved in the action.

“One fun activity the children
liked was having a shootout with
the Deputy Sheriff, played by my
younger brother, Ralph Shipman, in
front of the saloon. The kids both
cowboys and cowgirls would pre-

Work begins on dazzling intersection
of State Highway 183, State High-
way 114, Loop 12, Interstate High-
way 35 E, Spur 482, the Trinity Park-
way and the Dart Orange Line. At
an estimated cost of $518 million,
the project will rebuild one of the
most strategically located intersec-
tions in Texas.

 “Currently, this is the third
busiest intersection in the whole

DFW area,” Councilman Rick
Stopfer said. “As we continue to
develop and the Metroplex grows,
we anticipate three million cars a
day coming through this intersec-
tion.

“It will probably take about
three to six years to do this one part
of the intersection. It will probably
take 12 years to complete the whole

$500 million and something just for
this first leg. That is why we have
affectionately named it the Irving

development. This Loop 12, 183, 114
intersection is going to be bigger
than the High Five. And it will be
more expensive, we are looking at

Daring to be different

Expressing himself to the sounds of the Irving Symphony Orchestra’s
Dance of Ayshe from Gayane, Vladimir Malachikhin, helps open the
ISOs’ dare 2b different season with a new twist.

See INTERCHANGE, Page 3

See COWBOY, Page 12
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On 10-11-08 at approximately
5:40 p.m. a pedestrian was struck
by a car in the 3200 block of Walnut
Hill Lane in Irving (approximately
one-half mile east of Beltline Road)
the driver fled the scene without
stopping. The pedestrian was se-
verely injured and was taken to
Parkland Memorial Hospital for
treatment. She remains hospitalized
at this time.

The victim, a 50-year-old Dal-
las woman, had just gotten off a
bus near the location and was in
the approximate center of the right,
westbound lane of Walnut Hill, at-
tempting to cross the street from
north to south when she was struck
by the westbound vehicle. That
vehicle then fled the scene without

Burglary Arrests: 10-
08-08 at 4:16 p.m.  Of-
ficers were dispatched
to a burglary in
progress in the Old

Albertsons Building where one
suspect was seen fleeing the build-
ing on foot. Officer’s located and
apprehended the suspect a short
distance away. A second suspect
was located inside the
building. The suspects were steal-
ing copper.

Robbery: 10-10-08  A 19 year old
victim was using his school issued
laptop computer outside Lively El-

Texans who know their neigh-
bors and are active in their commu-
nities help protect our state and
prevent crime. From neighborhood
watch volunteers to residents re-
porting suspicious conduct to au-
thorities, vigilant citizens help pre-
vent crime every day. As we kick
off National Crime Prevention
Month, Texans can help support
community crime prevention efforts
by learning to recognize and thwart
five familiar criminal schemes.

Among the most common av-
enues used to defraud unsuspect-
ing Texans involves unsolicited
telephone calls or spam e-mails. As
technology evolves and online
communication expands, it is be-
coming more difficult to identify
whether a solicitation is from a le-
gitimate source. Con artists often
make up very reasonable-sounding
and persuasive stories, or they may
pretend to be government officials
or other helpful professionals.

When callers or e-mailers claim
to represent a trusted company or
pitch an interesting offer, Texans
should hang up and call the com-
pany directly using a number that
appears in the local telephone di-
rectory. This simple precaution en-
sures that consumers are talking to
an actual company representative.

Efforts to collect Texans’ per-
sonal information should always
signal a red flag. Every Texan should
safeguard their personal informa-
tion, including bank account num-
bers and Social Security numbers.
Consumers should never disclose
sensitive information over the tele-
phone or through e-mail unless
they have independently verified
who is asking for it and how that
person or organization will use the
information. Texans also should re-
member to shred or otherwise prop-
erly discard financial statements
and other sensitive documents to
protect themselves from identity
theft.

The third warning sign of a
scam is one which cannot be re-
peated often enough: As tempting
as it sounds, Texans can rest as-

sured they did not win the Spanish
lottery, the Canadian lottery or any
other foreign lottery. Sweepstakes
and lottery scams continue to snare
victims, particularly senior citizens.
These offers are merely bait –
dangled to hook unsuspecting vic-
tims. Texans who receive these so-
licitations should stop, delete the
e-mails, throw away the letters and
hang up the telephone.

Texans also should be skepti-
cal of demands for up front, cash
payments in exchange for a loan or
prize. Under Texas law, it is illegal
to require payment before funding
a loan or paying out a sweepstakes
prize. Texans should immediately
back off if told to pay “fees and
taxes” up front or verify banking
information to claim a prize. Once
the money is paid or the bank ac-
count is compromised, the criminals
will disappear with the victim’s
hard-earned money. The promise of
a large sum of money tomorrow
should not trump good sense to-
day.

Finally, Texans who are con-
sidering wiring money overseas in

order to claim a prize, a loan, an in-
heritance or any other large sum of
money should immediately stop –
and protect their savings. Con art-
ists often use phony cashier’s
checks and wire transfers to avoid
felony mail fraud charges. The coun-
terfeit checks are very good – so
good, in fact, that even banks have
been fooled. Convinced that
they’ve received their prize, victims
often let down their guard and wire
money to cover non-existent fees
and taxes. The cashier’s check turns
out to be worthless, and the
victim’s money is gone.

Whether they use e-mail, tele-
phone calls, or even face-to-face
visits, con artists dangle baited
hooks in front of honest Texans
every day of the week. By recog-
nizing the warning signs of a scam
and sharing these tips with family
and neighbors, Texans can help
strengthen their communities and
stop thieves in their tracks.

For more information about
National Crime Prevention Month,
visit the National Crime Prevention
Council online at www.ncpc.org.

Law enforcement update:
Five warning signs of a scam

ementary School when he was ap-
proached by two Hispanic males.
The Hispanic males took his com-
puter and both assaulted him when
he resisted the theft. The victim pro-
vided very few details of the
suspect’s descriptions. The victim
went to Baylor Irving for minor in-
jury before making the report.

Aggravated Robbery: 10-15-08 at
11:58 a.m.  The suspect, a black male,
went into the Bank of America in
the 3600 block of N. Belt Line Rd.
and approached the teller. He slid a
note demanding money across the
counter. The suspect kept his hand

Irving Fire Department responded to 199 incidents.
The Fire incidents

 57 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
   2 Structure Fires
   0 Special Operations
   1   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
14 Major Accidents
62 Major Medical
18 Heart Attacks
21 Difficulty Breathing
18 Trauma Related
  6 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Oct. 9 - 15, 2008

under his clothes to indicate he had
a weapon. Teller gave suspect
money, and he left the location.    

Aggravated Robbery: 10-15-08 at
10:35 p.m.  Two victims, ages 13 and
14, were walking near Fritz Park
when they were approached by two
males who demanded their
backpacks. When the victims re-
fused, one of the suspects fired a
pistol into the ground. The victims
relinquished their backpacks, and
the suspects fled the area. One of
the victims received a slight wound
on his leg from debris caused by
the bullet striking the ground.

stopping, leaving the pedestrian
laying in the roadway.

Investigators have information
that there were some individuals
standing nearby that may have
seen the accident and/or the flee-
ing vehicle and could have infor-
mation helpful to the investigation.
Also, due to the time of day and
normal traffic flow patterns in the
area, police believe there are other
probable witnesses that don’t real-
ize we need their assistance in this
investigation. Police are asking that
anyone with information about the
accident, the driver, and/or the lo-
cation of the vehicle, to please con-
tact the Irving Police Department
at 972-721-2518.

Police seek information
on hit and run accident

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493
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Continued from page 1

New Irving Diamond Interchange to aid commerce
and keep our tax rate low and our
water rate low. It is important for us
to do whatever we can to get any
roadblocks out there so that trans-
portation flows east / west and
north / south.

“This is a real opportunity for
the City. We are fortunate in these
tough financial times with the
money stretched at TxDot and at
the federal and state level for us to
be able to have the funds do this. It
is a testimony to our commitment

to transportation,” Stopfer said.
Deidre Delisi, Chair of the

Texas Transportation Commission,
served as one of the speakers dur-
ing the ground breaking celebra-
tion.

“This is a multimodal solution
to transportation challenges facing
the region. It is not just bringing in
a new road, there is also the rail
component, which is significant.
When it is complete, this project
will connect folks more quickly to
the airport. It is a better and more
efficient way of providing trans-
portation to people. Another hall-
mark of this project is the high level
of cooperation between different
levels of government from the local
to the state to the federal govern-
ment allowing this project to come
to fruition.

“As a state, we need to stop
looking at transportation problems
as simply a road problem, a rail
problem or a port problem. They are
all connected. I am pleased that
communities are coming forth with
creative solutions to transportation
problems that bring all of these chal-
lenges together into a single solu-
tion.

“This project will ease conges-
tion, provide more economic oppor-
tunity and improve the quality of
the air we breathe,” Ms. Delisi said.

DART has already been mak-
ing preparations for its portion of
the interchange.

We are very excited about
this,” said Randall Chrisman, Chair
of the DART Board of Directors.
“You’ve heard about the coopera-
tive effort on a local, regional, state,
federal and even a private sector
level. As a cooperative effort, this
really has brought the entire com-
munity together.

“Our Orange Line will eventu-
ally go to Las Colinas, to the edge
of the airport, and then into the air-
port by 2013. We have already pur-
chased 23 rail cars, including our
super light rail vehicle, which has
our low floor insert. We have also
purchased rail for this line. We have
our design-build out there and we
should be getting bids very shortly.
We hope to award our bid for that
the first of next year.”

ing area.
“We now have the ability to

bring the Orange Line into the Las
Colinas area. Now we are able to
raise 114 and bring the train
through. That is really the whole
crux of what we are trying to ac-
complish through the reconstruc-
tion and redevelopment of the area
in Las Colinas. Because if we can
get the DART line in here, then we
can move forward $3 to 6 billion

worth of improvements as far as
office, retail, commercial and hous-
ing.

“Pretty much everything we
do in this city is important to the
business community. You have to
remember, we are the third largest
employer in the Metroplex, which
includes 66 cities and six counties.
Our job is to make sure everyday
that people can get to those jobs,
and we can continue to have those
businesses, which offset our costs,

Diamond. It will be multifaceted. It
will be built on different levels. The
more you polish it, the more it will
shine. As each new development
comes, they will add to the shine. It
is really a diamond in the rough
right now, there is a lot of open
space. We are excited about the Irv-
ing Diamond.”

The new interchange will di-
rectly impact businesses in the Irv-

Provided by Rosa Gordon
Several Scout leaders gathered

at the Irving home of Bob Bird, 83,
to build an entrance ramp on a beau-
tiful day in late September. Bird’s
long time Scout friend, Carl Proctor
saw the need, sent a plea for help
and area Scout leaders quickly
stepped up to do a good deed. A
fifty plus year member of Boy
Scouts of America, Bird is recover-
ing from a fall in a local assisted
living facility.

Bird joined Boy Scouts of
America as a youth and remained
in Scouting until he joined the Navy
during World War II. He rejoined

again in August of 1950 as an Adult
Leader. He has served with local Irv-
ing Troops 184, 771, and 773. He
has served as the District Training
Chairman and taught cooking
classes during the training of new
adult Scout leaders. He is a member
of the Order of the Arrow and was
awarded the Silver Beaver in 1973.
He earned his Wood Badge Beads
in 1960.

It is interesting to note that Bird
has served over thirty years on the
Eagle Scout Board of Review even
though he never earned the Eagle
Scout award himself.

When asked about sharing a
Scouting story, Bird asked, “How
much time do you have?  There are
plenty of tales to tell.”

Randy Graham led the group
in completing the construction task.
His experience comes from having
installed over 1000 ft of ramp as a
volunteer of the Plymouth Park
United Methodist Church Mis-
sions Group. Other Scouters assist-
ing during the construction were
Carl Proctor, Randy Svajda, Reagan
McNabb, Peter McNabb, and
Coppell residents Dwin Towell and
Anna May Ghaly.

Scout leaders do a good deed

Boy Scout leader, Bob Bird, 83,

Getting things started, Irving City along with various state, regional and national transportation officials gather to break ground on the new
Irving Diamond interchange
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October 18 at 10am
Book Discussion - Irving Public Li-
brary and the Mustangs of Las
Colinas Museum present a book
discussion on Dashiell Hammett’s
The Maltese Falcon and his other
works at 10 a.m. The event will be
moderated by local author Carole
Nelson Douglas, commonly known
for her two series, the Irene Adler
mysteries and the Midnight Louie
mystery series. The Mustangs of
Las Colinas Museum is located at
Williams Square, 5205 N. O’Connor
Drive, Suite 155. Participants will
have a chance to visit the museum
and exhibits after the discussion.
Parking at Williams Square is free
on Saturdays.

October 18 at 10:30am
Adult Book Club - African Ameri-
can Book Circle Adult Book Club,
featuring local author Frankie Bailey

Frankie Bailey, a local mystery
writer, moderates the discussion of
The Maltese Falcon and various
African-American crime fiction au-
thors at 10:30 a.m. The program is
at Northwest Branch Library, 2928
N. Beltline Rd. 

October 18 at 11am
A Celebration of Stories - A Cel-
ebration of Stories with Brett Rob-
erts at the National Scouting Mu-
seum11 a.m. Reservations are re-
quired. Participants will enjoy hu-
mor, magic, puppetry, and
storytelling. The program encour-
ages children to read books and
learn . . . while laughing.
www.nationalscoutingmuseum.org

October 18 from 10am to 4pm

Days of Old Celebration - Travel
back in time with weavers, spinners,
wood cravers, a blacksmith, antique
tractors and much more at the 8th
Annual Days of Old Celebration at
Cedar Hill State Park. There will be
wagon rides, carnival booths and
food available for purchase. Spend
the afternoon learning new crafts
and relaxing at the Penn Farm from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Park Gate fee is $5 per
person ages 13 and older. Call 972-
291-3900, ext. 232 for more program
information. On the web:
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/
findadest/parks/cedar_hill/

October 18 from 11am to 3pm
Pet Adoption - Pete and Mac’s Pet
Resort offers 2nd Chance Saturday
benefiting D/FW Humane Society.
Find a new best friend - or a best
friend for your best friend at 6150
Riverside from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m.

October 18 from 4 to11pm
Diwali Mela - Grand Celebration of
the Hindu “Festival of Lights” at
the Texas Stadium. DFW Indian
Cultural Society (DFWICS) is or-
ganizing the third Diwali Mela from
4-11 p.m. at the Texas Stadium. The
popular event is expected to attract
more than 50,000 people from not
just DFW but other neighboring
cities in Texas as well. Admission
to the event is Free. All attendees
also get a free raffle ticket which
gives them a chance to enter in to a
drawing to win a car. For more in-
formation, please visit 
www.dfwdiwalimela.com or call 682-
553-8012.

October 18 at 8pm
An American In Paris! - The Las
Colinas Symphony Orchestra pre-
sents its 2008-2009 Season, “I Love
Paris” at the Irving Arts Center.
The season opens with a An Ameri-
can In Paris! at 8 p.m. The season
will open with such Paris themed
pieces as Saint- Saens’
“Bacchanale” from Samson and
Delilah, Easton’s An Australian in
Paris, Debussy’s Prelude to the
Afternoon of a Faun, and
Gershwin’s An American in Paris.
Season Tickets are priced as low as
$53.00 and Single Tickets are priced
at $15, $25, $35, $45 and all are avail-
able by telephone 972-252-4800, or
email info@lascolinassymphony
.org. For more information on the
Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra
visit www.lascolinassymphony.org.

October 20 from 10:30am
Volunteers Needed - The Visiting
Nurse Association needs Meals on
Wheels volunteer drivers in the Irv-
ing area who want to help the
homebound frail elderly, sick, and
disabled. Meals on Wheels volun-
teer training will take place from
10:30 a.m. until noon at the Visiting
Nurse Association’s headquarters
building, The Patrick and Beatrice
Haggerty Center, located at 1440 W.
Mockingbird Lane in Dallas. There
is no cost to attend the training
class. For additional information,
contact 214-689-2210 or
coxbe@vnatexas.org.

October 20 at 7pm
Book Discussion and Reception -
Guest speaker, Richard Layman,
Dashiell Hammett expert and author

of Discovering the Maltese Falcon
and Sam Spade, presents a book
discussion and reception at the
National Scouting Museum, 1329
W. Walnut Hill Lane, at 7 p.m. Ad-
mission into the museum is free so
come early to pay tribute to the rich
history of the Boy Scouts of
America and explore the Norman
Rockwell art gallery, hands-on learn-
ing experiences, and a historical
collection that traces the Scouting
movement from its beginnings. Re-
freshments will be served follow-
ing the discussion.

October 21  from 8:30am to
3:30pm
Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic - Baylor Medical Center at
Irving is sponsoring a well child and
immunization clinic along with the
Dallas County Department of
Health and Human Services and
Northgate United Methodist
Church, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Northgate United Methodist
Church, 3700 W. Northgate Dr. in
Irving. Well-child exams for children
ages birth to four years-old and
immunizations for children ages
birth to 18 years-old, will be pro-
vided from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Immunizations only, will be given
from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Immuniza-
tion records must be provided for
each child. The free services of this
clinic are available to residents of
Irving only. For more information
call 972-579-4095.

October 21 at 6:30pm
Wine and Beer Forum - At 6:30 p.m.
in the City Council Chambers, the
League of Women Voters (LWV) of
Irving will sponsor a forum on a
proposition at the end of the Irving
ballot on Nov. 4. It will read, “The
legal sale of beer and wine for off-
premise consumption only.” The
forum will air the issues surround-
ing a vote allowing the sales, and
how the City of Irving will deal with
the impact to neighborhoods. Any
questions regarding the forum
should be directed to Genie
Mitchell, LWV Program Vice Presi-
dent, 972-785-8683.

October 21 at 7pm
Get Out The Vote - The Irving
Democratic Club will host a Get Out
The Vote rally for western Dallas
County on at 7PM at the Glass
Door Banquet Hall, 1735 N. Story
Road in Irving. Sponsored by the

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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October 11, 2008
An open letter to residents of the City of Irving.

The City of Irving is playing fast and loose with taxpayer dol-
lars as a result of the hasty enactment of an unfair, unnecessary and
possibly unconstitutional housing ordinance.

The American Civil Liberties (ACLU) of Texas urges you to
demand that the City Council go back to the drawing board and
work with representatives of the apartment and housing industries
to come up with an ordinance that protects public safety, promotes
decent housing conditions, and doesn’t force landlords to act as de
facto police officers.

Look at what has happened to the City of Farmers Branch.
Your neighboring city is facing bankruptcy because of legal costs
to defend repeated enactments of ordinances that would have made
immigration officers of landlords.  After three tries, all they’ve ac-
complished is a huge legal bill.

This Irving ordinance, originally intended to update building
codes and standards, may impose onerous licensing requirements
and mandatory police training on landlords as well as requiring
them to conduct expensive and time-consuming criminal background
checks on prospective tenants.  In addition, the ordinance exempts
landlords and tenants in more expensive apartments, dispropor-
tionately targeting low-income residents.

The proposed ordinance was placed on the city council agenda
and passed without sufficient time for citizen review.  This 165-page
ordinance was hastily enacted last week after the city suspended
talks earlier this year with concerned organizations such as the
Apartment Association of Greater Dallas.  Neither citizens nor orga-
nizations had time to review the ordinance thoroughly before it was
brought to a vote.

This poorly considered ordinance will be a burden to taxpayers
because the City of Irving will have to pay police to conduct the
landlord trainings.  The proposed ordinance will also deputize land-
lords, under penalty of law, to ferret out and report criminals.  That
places a huge burden on landlords and amounts to an invasive
substitute for real policing.  In its current form, it is likely to invite
legal challenges that will place an unnecessary strain on city re-
sources.

Call, write or e-mail members of the Irving City Council and let
them know you oppose this unfair and ill-considered ordinance.

· The phone number is 972.721.2410
· To e-mail all Irving City Council members, send to

council@cityofirving.org
· To e-mail the Mayor, send to mayor@cityofirving.org
· The mailing address is City Secretary’s Office, 825 W. Irving,
Texas 75060

Yours in liberty,
Terri Burke
Executive Director of the ACLU of Texas
512.478.7300 or media@aclutx.org

P.S. For more information about the work of the ACLU or to join,
visit our website www.aclutx.org

Paid for by the ACLU of Texas

theme “Walking Together in Faith,”
the conference will feature keynote
addresses, more than 90 breakout
sessions in English and Spanish,
networking opportunities, an exhi-
bition area, and a special clergy day.
The conference is sponsored by the
School of Ministry in cooperation
with the Diocese of Dallas. A full
list of speakers, presenters,
breakout sessions and more can be
found at www.udallas.edu/minis-
try/conference.cfm.

October 24 from 10am to 2pm
Breast Cancer Awareness -
Yoplait® Save Lids to Save Lives®

Breast Cancer Awareness Event
and Pink Lid Drive 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
Wal-Mart Supercenter, 4100 West
Airport Freeway. Talk to Susan G.
Komen for the Cure® representa-
tives about breast health and ways
to get involved in the cause. Drop
off your Yoplait pink lids. For every
pink lid turned in by Dec. 31 Yoplait®

donates 10 cents to Susan G. Komen
for the Cure®, up to $1.5 million with
a guaranteed donation of $500,000.
Free. For more information,
contact Katie Cinnamond at 617-
939-8336 or kcinnamond@coneinc
.com.

October 24 from 7 to 8:30pm
Elementary Game Night - First
United Methodist Church, 211 W.
Third will be hosting a game night
in the Family Life Center 7-8:30 pm.
If you are in Elementary school, you
are welcome to come for $2. Games
and planned activities along with
pizza. For more information contact
Joy Turner at 972-253—3531.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR cont’d
ily Catholic Church, 2341 Cheyenne
Street, Irving. Registration is en-
couraged for all and required if child
care is needed, 972-252-5521.

October 23 from 6:30 to 8:30pm
Mothers of Preschoolers Meeting
- MOPS, a small group of MOPS,
International (www.mops.org) is
meeting from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Irv-
ing Baptist Fellowship located at
2201 W Shady Grove Rd, Irving
75060.

October 23 at 7pm
Valley Ranch Reads - Valley Ranch
Reads!, an adult book discussion
group, will feature The Maltese
Falcon for October. The discussion
will be moderated by local mystery
writer, Laurie Starks at Valley Ranch
Library, 401 Cimarron Trail, at 7 p.m.

October 23
Dallas Ministry Conference - The
Second Annual University of Dal-
las Ministry Conference will be
held Oct. 23-25, in Irving.Under the

Dallas County Democratic Party,
featured candidates will include
State Reps. Rafael Anchia and Kirk
England, Judges Don Adams, John
Creuzot, and David Hanschen, and
Congressional candidates Eric
Roberson (District 32) and Tom
Love (District 24) as well as many
others. Food and drink are free as
will be yard signs.  Western Dallas
County voters supporting the
Democratic ticket welcomed to
attend. Questions may be referred
to Irving Democratic Club at 972-
513-9522.

October 21 from 7:00 to 8:30pm
Strengthening Stepfamilies - For-
tunately the factors that pull
stepfamilies apart may be predict-
able and preventable. If you (or child
and ex-spouse) are currently in or
entering into a stepfamily, learn
skills that allow for flexibility, cre-
ativity, and perseverance resulting
in life-giving, loving relationships
7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Gonzales Room
of the Family Life Center, Holy Fam-

October 24 from noon to 10pm
Thin Man Marathon & Mocktails
- Enjoy all six of the movies based
on Dashiell Hammett’s classic tale
of murder in Manhattan on the big
screen over tasty mocktails. Bring
your own lawn chair, blanket, and
picnic basket to the Central Library
from noon to 10 p.m. for hours of
entertainment.

Fall Carnival Series  - Children of
all ages are invited to participate in
a variety of games and contests
during the Fall Carnival Series or-
ganized by the Parks and Recreation
Department. The fall carnivals will
be held at various recreation cen-
ters as indicated below. Tickets are
25 cents each or five for $1. Activi-
ties will include carnival games,
cakewalks, jump houses, bingo and
concessions. Call each recreation
center for details.

Oct. 18 from 5K Pumpkin Dash
and Fall Carnival, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Cimarron Park Recreation Center,
972-910-0702

Oct. 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Senter
Park Recreation Center, 972-721-
2641
Oct. 24 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Georgia
Farrow Recreation Center at West
Park, 972-721-2519
Oct. 24 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Mus-
tang Park Recreation Center, 972-
556-1334
Oct. 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
Lee Park Recreation Center, 972-
721-2508

Local Option Election
A local option election to determine
whether beer and wine can be sold
in Irving for off-premise consump-
tion has been set for Nov. 4.
Early voting hours:
Oct. 20–24, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Oct. 25, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Oct. 26, noon to 5 p.m.
Oct. 27–31, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Early voting locations are as fol-
lows:

Irving City Hall
825 W. Irving Blvd.

Valley Ranch Library
401 Cimarron Trail
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By Ann Hatch
High school students are busy

people, and sometimes they don’t
look beyond tomorrow’s home-
work, a Friday night football game
or an upcoming date. They are
sending multiple text messages,
scheduling their time with friends
and keeping up with one another
and the world through social
networks. However, they do need
to look ahead, plan and learn more
about the process of earning a col-
lege degree.

Las Llaves del Exito, a free one-
day program offered by the Dallas
County Community College Dis-
trict, can give students the keys to
their success: a college education
and information about how to navi-
gate the system so that they can
attend a college or university. 

Area colleges and universities
- in partnership with DCCCD, the
Dallas Independent School District,
the Greater Dallas Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce, Dallas Concilio
of Hispanic Service Organizations
and several non-profit agencies -
want to share those keys to suc-
cess with students and their fami-
lies, especially first-generation col-
lege students who are among the
first members of their families to
enroll in higher education. They will
present a special program on Oct.
25, “Las Llaves del Éxito” (“The
Keys to Success”), from 8 a.m. to
noon at Mountain View College,
4849 W. Illinois Ave., Dallas (east
of Loop 12). The event is free and

open to the public; students in
grades six through 12 (middle
school and high school), and their
parents, are encouraged to
attend. Breakfast will be provided.

The conference will feature in-
formation sessions in English and
Spanish about topics such as plan-
ning for college; paying for college;
and applying for and learning more
about the opportunities that a col-
lege education can provide by us-
ing the keys to success to open
that door. Several parent work-
shops are scheduled in English and
Spanish about financial aid, college
admissions and college funding for
their students.

More than 1,300 participants
attended last year’s fall event, and
more than 200 volunteers work with
students and their parents, provid-
ing practical information to help
them become college-bound. (A re-
lated spring event will be sched-
uled specifically for high school
juniors and seniors.) 

College representatives, admis-
sions specialists and financial aid
advisors will talk to families about
the application process and steps
they need to take to be considered
for admission and financial aid.

For more information, call the
DCCCD office of outreach, recruit-
ment and community engagement
at 214-860-2691 or DCCCD’s Span-
ish line at 214-860-2432. Details also
are available at www.dcccd.edu/
keystosuccess.

Event helps students
prepare for college
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

By Lotis Butchko
Irving’s offense sputtered

early and often as Cedar Hill (5-1)
took a 21-7 lead in the first quarter.

Cedar Hill’s running back Ben
Molena stole the show. Molena re-
fused to be denied, amassing 193
yards in the first half with two

touchdowns, finishing with 25 car-
ries for 219-yards. He fought
through three and four tackles in a
play and was met in the backfield
by Irving’s defense on almost ev-
ery play.

But Irving’s (4-3) quarterback
Jercolby Bradley would have his
say about that. Fighting his way
back from a two-touchdown deficit
he led the Tigers to a tie score be-
fore the half.

Irving junior wide receiver
Winford Tennell had an amazing
game, catching 10 balls for 137-
yards.

After Irving tied it up at 21 go-
ing to the half both teams came back
and moved swiftly. Irving kicked a
field goal, and Cedar Hill responded
with a field goal of their own.

But that was the end of the
scoring for Irving. Cedar Hill turned
up their offensive gears and scored
17 consecutive points to end the
game 24 to 38.

Bradley did his part moving the
ball while hitting his receivers in
open space, and with the help of
Tennell who was able to out jump
his opponents for receptions.

But after throwing three touch-
downs for 245-yards, he also threw
three interceptions trying to force
tight throws in the late minutes of
the game to bring his team back.

Next week Irving faces South
Grand Prairie at Grand Prairie’s Go-
pher – Warrior bowl.

By Lotis Butchko
Nimitz – 7
Duncanville – 31

Nimitz (1-6) struggled again as they were victims to
Duncanville’s high-powered offense.

Nimitz finally broke their drought of scoring with a 1-yard
touchdown run by quarterback J.J. Gaines.

Nimitz gained 159-yards off total offense, and Gaines had
another game of bad offense.

Duncanville (4-3) quarterback Divian Ealy threw for two
touchdowns winning Duncanville’s homecoming game.

Newman Smith – 3
Rockwall Heath – 27

Rockwall Heath’s Darius Jones returned a 90-yard kick off to
open the game and set the tempo.

Heath’s (6-0) running abck Kendall Lawrence rushed for 144
yards including a third quarter 48-yard touchdown.

Newman Smith’s (1-5) only point of the game was by kicker
Phillipe Ichter in the first quarter.

Also leading Heath’s offense was Everett Gilbert who had
99-yards rushing and 3 catches for 76-yards.

Volleyball:
*All Volleyball games took place on Oct. 14

- Grand Prairie beat Macarthur three sets to zero.
- Duncanville beat Nimitz three sets to zero.
- Cedar Hill beat Irving three sets to zero.

Sports Briefs

The current economic condi-
tion might be impacting yet another
aspect of your life: your health.
Results from the most recent online
survey conducted by the National
Headache Foundation (NHF) focus
on how the economic downturn is
affecting headache sufferers. The
study reveals headache sufferers
make significant changes in head-
ache treatment and prevention
methods during a financial crisis. 

Eighty-two percent of survey
respondents claim to have made fi-
nancial cut-backs due to the cur-
rent economic situation. For ex-
ample, more than half (62 %) of re-
spondents reported making dietary

changes in response to the rising
costs of food. Research shows that
certain foods can act as triggers to
headaches and dietary changes
should be monitored accordingly.
Additionally, stress, lack of sleep
and anxiety were cited as the top
three headache triggers by respon-
dents. All of these conditions were
also reported as occurring as a re-
sult of the economic strain on the
participants’ lifestyles.

When asked about treatment
methods, 63 % admit they rely on
prescribed medications for their
headache. However, since the eco-
nomic decline, 29 % have either
delayed or skipped filling prescrip-

tions for headache medications due
to financial set-backs. Another 53
% switched to over-the-counter
medication instead of their prescrip-
tion medication to treat headache
in an effort to save money.

“It’s not the economy that
causes headaches, it’s the impact
of the economy on lifestyles that
can potentially trigger a headache,”
said Suzanne E. Simons, Executive
Director of the NHF. “Most people
are dealing with higher levels of
stress and anxiety over their finan-
cial situations, but to a migraineur,
those emotions can translate into
debilitating pain. On top of it, those
who are suffering financially may

not have access to proper medical
care. This translates into a more
severe hardship.”
 
Additional NHF survey results:
43% of respondents said they have
made changes in spending on
healthcare purchases such as ser-
vices or medications
48% reported “concern or uncer-
tainty about the future” as a head-
ache trigger
50% of respondents attributed diet
changes as having an effect on their
headaches
 
Tips for managing headaches dur-
ing economic downturn:

If you are unable to afford your
medication, many pharmaceutical
companies offer patient assistance
programs. Talk to your doctor or
visit the NHF Web site
(www.headaches.org) and click on
Headache Education-Tools for Suf-
ferers for a list of available programs.

Talk to your doctor about your
financial situation; there may be a
generic form of your prescription
available.

Be aware of your individual
food triggers. When making gro-
cery choices, try to maintain a
healthy diet and consider purchas-
ing store brand items rather than
name brand products.

Practice relaxation techniques
such as guided imagery or visual-
ization.

Include exercise in your daily
routine, even a brisk walk can help
to reduce stress.

Nearly 30 million Americans
suffer from migraine headaches,
which are most commonly experi-
enced between the ages of 15 and
55. Seventy to eighty percent of
sufferers have a family history of
migraine. Seventy percent of mi-
graine sufferers are women. Less
than half of all migraine sufferers
have received a diagnosis of mi-
graine from their healthcare profes-
sional. Migraine is often misdiag-
nosed as sinus or tension-type
headache.

For more information on head-
ache causes and treatments, visit
www.headaches.org or call 1-888-
NHF-5552.

Provided by Martha Tucker
The Irving Teen Court began

its fall term in October by promot-
ing two teen volunteers to the po-
sition of lead attorney.

Prosecutor Jordan Shelton and
defense attorney Jasmine DiLucci
were welcomed into the ranks of the
court’s lead attorneys. Municipal
Court Presiding Judge Tim Whisler
presided over the swearing-in cer-
emony and administered the oath.
Only four of the court’s 31 associ-
ate attorneys have achieved this
position.

Jordan, the son of Dawn
Shelton, is a sophomore at Nimitz
High School and has participated
in Teen Court since May 2007. Jas-
mine is the daughter of John and

Neenaaz DiLucci and is a junior at
the Hockaday School. She has been
a Teen Court attorney since Sep-
tember 2007.

The Teen Court staff also
trained 30 new high school volun-
teers to act as lawyers, clerks, bai-

liffs and jurors in order to determine
an appropriate sentence for teens
who opt to appear in Teen Court
for their Class C misdemeanor of-
fenses. The primary goal of Teen
Court is to use positive peer pres-
sure to reduce the number of sec-
ond-time offenders. Volunteers gain
valuable information about the le-
gal system, develop critical think-
ing skills, advance their public
speaking skills (for attorneys), meet
a diverse group of people, and are
empowered with the responsibility
of sentencing teens to community
service hours.

Volunteer training for the
spring term will be on Jan. 24. Call
972-721-3601 for additional informa-
tion.

Irving Overpowered by Cedar Hill

IRVING SPORTS

How does a declining economy impact your health?

Teen Court begins fall term

Joran Shelton, Judge Whisler, and
Jasmine DiLucci
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By Jess Paniszczyn
Irving High School supporters

and alumni were treated to a Home-
coming pre-game show featuring  a
truly unique performance of the Toy
Tigers. Not only did the Toy Tigers
bring their A-game to the evening’s
festivities, they also brought former
Toy Tigers onto the field for a spe-
cial 50 year reunion performance.

“We had 66 Toy Tiger alumni
signed up for the reunion perfor-
mance,” said Kristin Ray, Toy Ti-
ger director. “Between 50 and 55
alumni actually performed. It was
fun, and we loved having them.”

For Shirley Sublett-Bass, class
of ’63, the reunion performance was

a family affair.
“My family was there. My ex

daughter-in-law was a Toy Tiger.
So, my oldest grandson got to see
his grandmother and his mother
perform at half-time. There are not
many kids who can say that,” Ms.
Sublett-Bass said. “Being a Toy
Tiger was a great experience. The
dance routines were really neat. I
love to dance. It was something
special when I was in high school.

“The Toy Tiger reunion was
awesome. I was from the oldest
class represented there, and I was

the oldest person there. All of the
younger Toy Tigers wanted to
know what it was like back in ’63. I
told them it was basically the same
as it is now. We just didn’t have as
many girls in our lineup. They just
thought, ‘Wow, look what I have to
look forward to when I get to be
your age. Because if you can do at
age 63, we are really inspired.’

“When we got on the field with
the band and the music, it was like
flashbacks from the ‘60s. It was
great,” she said.

Toy Tigers celebrated at Homecoming

Former Toy Tigers take  the field with current toy tigers during the
Irving High School Homecoming festivities

Toy Tigers 1962
Photo provieded courtesy of The City of Irving Archives
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location

3401 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
972-252-1900

(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 12-31-2008

The Glass Door Banquets
Catering by Chef Richard Co.

*New, Clean, & Elegant
*Audio, Plasmas, Wireless internet
*Quinceaneras
*Wedding Recptions
*Corporate Events
*Seminars
*Holiday Parties
*And Much More

10 to 240 guest
2 separate Rooms
of 1 Large Room

1735 N. Story rd. #172
English 972-986-9630
Spanish 972-704-8100

Make yourself RICHER
972-252-3939

2700 N. O’Connor Ste 128
Corner of Rochelle & O’Connor

www.woworkout.comWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended HoursWith NEW Extended Hours
M, W, & F 6am to 2pm
T & TH 8am to noon
Saturday 10am to 2pm
M, T, W & TH 5pm to 8pm

Working out regularly and eating
healthy can improve your body and
your bank account at the same time.
Stop by to find out how.

Working out regularly and eating
healthy can improve your body and
your bank account at the same time.
Stop by to find out how.

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Provided by Jamie Carpen
As the presidential candidates

campaign for the role of commander
in chief, a new survey shows the
average worker is decidedly less en-
thusiastic about taking the lead.
More than three-quarters (77 per-
cent) of employees polled said they
have no desire to fill their manager’s
shoes. In addition, six in 10 (60 per-
cent) said they could not do a bet-
ter job than their boss.

The survey was developed by
OfficeTeam. It was conducted by
an independent research firm and
is based on telephone interviews

By Stacey Brucia
Americans hoping to make ex-

tra money to pay bills or buy pre-
sents this holiday season better
start looking for their holiday job
now. The number of jobs available
will be less than last year – and more
people are expected to be vying for
them – according to a recent sur-
vey. 

A survey of 1,000 American
hiring managers who have respon-
sibility for hiring hourly workers
finds that each manager, on aver-
age, plans on hiring 3.7 seasonal
employees, roughly 33 percent less
than the 5.6 seasonal workers they
each hired during last year’s holi-
day period. This figure includes the
57 percent of managers who say
they don’t plan on making any hires
this year, which is up 8 percentage
points from 2007.  

Managers who plan to hire at
least one hourly holiday worker say
they are looking to bring on nine
seasonal workers on average, down
20 percent from the 11.2 employees
they report having hired last year.

In addition, four in 10 (39%) of
hiring managers expect the number
of applicants to rise this year over
last, with about one half (52%) ex-
pecting the number to stay the
same. Only nine percent expect
fewer applicants.

“While the economy is obvi-
ously having an effect on hiring,
there are jobs out there,” said
Shawn Boyer, CEO of
SnagAJob.com. “You just have to
be aggressive and use all the tools
at your disposal to separate your-
self from the crowd, starting off by
applying now. Job seekers will have
to do their homework, be willing to
work flexible hours and go in with a
great attitude because that’s what
employers most desire.”

Of the nearly six in 10 manag-
ers (57%) who don’t plan on hiring
this year, the factors for that deci-
sion include an expectation that
current staff will take on the addi-
tional hours or workload (50%), that
they have no money to hire addi-
tional seasonal workers (29%) and
that they expect a slower holiday
season this year compared to last
(21%).

Ipsos Public Affairs, a third-
party research firm, conducted the
online survey of more than 1,000
hiring managers from a cross-sec-
tion of industries on behalf of
SnagAJob.com.
By the numbers:

Hourly hiring managers each
plan to hire 3.7 seasonal employ-
ees, 33 percent fewer workers than
they hired last year.

That includes the 57 percent
of managers who say they don’t
plan on making any hires this year,
which is up 8 percentage points
from 2007.

October is the month when
most hiring managers who are hir-
ing will begin looking for workers
(36%).

The average pay for a seasonal
employee is expected to be $10 an
hour.

with 602 workers 18 years of age or
older and employed in an office
environment.

The survey also revealed de-
mographic differences among re-
spondents: In general, workers 18
to 34 years showed the most inter-
est in their manager’s position (32
percent) and were more likely to be-
lieve they could do a better job (43
percent). Men were more inclined
than women to want their manager’s
job: 32 percent versus 10 percent.
Likewise, slightly more male work-
ers thought they could do a better

job than their boss (38 percent)
compared to women (30 percent).

“Employees who observe their
boss often don’t envy the budget-
ing and personnel decisions he or
she has to make, particularly in a
challenging economy, and they may
conclude the job isn’t for them,”
said Dave Willmer, executive direc-
tor of OfficeTeam.

Willmer cautioned that manag-
ers might be hindering their own
professional growth if few of their
employees seek to advance to su-
pervisory roles.

“If no one on your staff is in-
terested in assuming greater re-
sponsibilities, it will be hard for you
to advance,” he said. “Supervisors

should have a succession plan in
place to identify top performers and
groom them for promotion oppor-
tunities.”

Survey reveals employees don’t want their manager’s job

In fact, the survey indicates
that October is the month that the
most employers who are hiring this
year will start the hiring process.
Thirty-six percent of those hiring
managers will begin looking for
workers in October, while a com-
bined 39 percent said they started
hiring in August or September.
Most managers said they expect to
wrap up their hiring duties in No-
vember (35%), with some finishing
in October (20%) and others hiring
as late as December (28%).

And what are managers who
are responsible for hiring holiday
workers looking for in an em-
ployee? 

About a third (34%) agree the
most important thing is “a positive
attitude and eagerness to have a
job.” One quarter (25%) say previ-
ous experience in the industry, with
the company, or at the specific the
location is most important, while a
similar number (24%) want a worker
who demonstrates the ability to
work a desired daily schedule. One
in 10 (9%) say they most desire an
employee’s commitment to work the
entire holiday season, and eight
percent say that knowledge of and
passion for the company is most
important.

Grant aGrant aGrant aGrant aGrant awarded to local Pwarded to local Pwarded to local Pwarded to local Pwarded to local Policeoliceoliceoliceolice
The Irving Police Department

has been awarded a comprehensive
grant for the specific task of the
monitoring and enforcement of
seatbelt, speeding, and DWI laws.
Administered by TxDOT, the grant
has been approved for a five-year-
term. This funding will provide for
additional officers to be on the
streets/highways with the sole task
of traffic enforcement/compliance,
inclusive of the continued DWI

“No-Refusal” initiatives utilized in
Irving during the past year.

“The grant we have been
awarded allows our department the
latitude to determine when and
where the efforts would be most
effective,” said Lt. Stephan
Granberry of the Irving Police De-
partment Traffic Section stated.
“The enforcement locations and
times of these specific categories’
enforcement, has been and will con-
tinue to be guided by numerous
factors inclusive of, but not limited
to, a variety of traffic surveys con-
ducted by our department, the
tracking of high accident locations
and review of traffic accident caus-
ative factors. The heightened pub-
lic awareness campaigns and en-
forcement efforts have resulted in
a noticeable increase in compliance
within the city and across the state.
The ultimate goal of our efforts is
to reduce the occurrence and se-
verity of motor vehicle accidents
and injuries and their all too often
tragic results.”

HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday hiring marky hiring marky hiring marky hiring marky hiring market veret veret veret veret very tight in 2008y tight in 2008y tight in 2008y tight in 2008y tight in 2008
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The Tradition

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey

Jason Rand

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062
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JOSEPH  ALFRED
“UNCLE  JOE”  LAUER

Joseph Alfred “Uncle Joe” Lauer,
90, of Irving passed away on Sep.
27, 2008 at his home from pancre-
atic cancer. 

Uncle Joe was born on June
19, 1918 in Walldurn, Germany to
Katherine Josephine and August
Wilham Lauer. Joe, his brother and
their mom came to the US in 1925
where they lived in Ohio, and be-
came US citizens. He was a truck
driver for Good Health Bakery be-
fore serving in the military. On Feb.
23, 1942 he became a member of the
Army’s Company B’s 435th Signal
Battalion Heavy Construction
Unit. While serving, Uncle Joe re-
ceived the following military rib-
bons: Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib-
bon with 2 Bronze Stars, Philippine
Liberation Medal with 1 Bronze Star,
Good Conduct Ribbon and Merito-
rious Service Unit Plaque. Upon his
release from the Army on Sep. 27,
1945 Uncle Joe mainly farmed land
with his late step dad Philip Riat for
several years. Other jobs he had
included security guard for Dayton
Tire and Rubber, worked in a gro-
cery store and at the Officer’s Club
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

where he retired in 1982 when he
and his brother’s family moved to
Irving. His interests were watching
the home sports teams play, read-
ing the great western novels,
watching war movies and west-
erns. 

He is preceded in death by his
parents and brother. Although he
never married he is survived by
nieces and nephews; Joann
Hughes, Marilyn Dooley and hus-
band David, Philip Lauer, Barbara
Boone and husband Bryon, Shelea
McLaughlin and husband Jimmy,
Michael Lauer, Mark Lauer and Jen-
nifer Jesetes; 21 great nieces and
nephews; 30 great-great nieces and
nephews; 7 great-great-great nieces
and nephews.

Funeral Services were Oct. 1 at
Chism-Smith Funeral Home with
interment following at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens with military
honors.

ANDREW  G
“ANDY”  SHUPE

Andrew G. “Andy” Shupe, of Irv-
ing, passed away Oct. 9, 2008.

He was born Nov. 7, 1923 in
Blackwell, OK. He was a veteran of
WWII, serving in the US Navy.

Survivors include his wife
Georgia Shupe of Irving; son Kim
Shupe and wife Holly of Phoenix,
AZ; daughter Kathleen Shupe
Rickerbecker of St. Martin; grand-
son Austin Shupe of Phoenix;
granddaughter Nicole Rickerbecker
of Georgetown, TX; and sister Dor-
othy Herbert of Rhode Island.

Funeral services were held Oct.
14 at DFW National Cemetery in
Dallas. Memorial donations may be
made to First United Methodist
Church-Irving, Irving. Arrange-
ments made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

JAMES  EDWARD  REED
James Edward
Reed, of Gar-
land, passed
away Oct. 9,
2008. He was
born June 24,
1931 in Gem, TX.

P r e -
ceded in death

by his wife Mary Louise Reed in
2002, survivors include his daugh-
ters Ethel Louise Kurttila of Benton,
AR, Mary Katherine Eley of Gar-
land, and Patti Gayle Russell of
Tucson, AZ; grandchildren Robert
Miller, Angela Allison, Damon Hice,
James Edward Reed, II, Katy Eley,
and Cassidy Reed; and great grand-
children Jacob, Christopher, Nicho-
las, Joshua-Alize, Josiah- James,
Marissa, and Taylor.

Funeral services were held Oct.
13 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment followed
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Visitation was Sunday.

MANUELA  “MANOLITA”
ANDRES  DAVIDSON

M a n u e l a
“ M a n o l i t a ”
A n d r e s
Davidson long-
time resident of
Irving passed
away Oct. 10,
2008. She was

born May 7, 1935 in Banon Teruel,
Spain.

She was preceded in death by
her parents Maria Pilar Abizanda
Andres and Fernando Abizanda
Andres, and sisters Trini Andres
Colas and Paquita Andres Colas.
She is survived by her husband
Emmel Davidson of Irving; sons
James H. Davidson and his wife
Lynn, of Vancover, WA, Anthony
“Tony” R. Davidson of Garland and
Robert C. Davidson and his wife

Shawn, of Irving; sisters Irene
Andres Colas, of Zaragoza, Spain
and Maria Jesus Colas, of
Barcelona, Spain; grandchildren
Lucy Davidson, Henry Davidson,
Lillian “Lillie” Davidson.

Funeral services were held Oct.
15 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home. Interment followed at the
Dallas Fort Worth National Cem-
etery.

BOB  MOORE
Bob Moore, 83,
of Era, TX, and
formerly of Irv-
ing, died Oct.11,
2008 sur-
rounded by his
family at

Denton Regional Medical Center.
He is survived by his wife Gin-

ger Kinder, of Era; son Robert
Michael Moore and his wife Joyce,
of Colleyville; daughter Barbara
Moore Easterwood and her hus-
band Paul, of Houston; daughter
Gretchen Hamel, of Washington,
D.C.; and son Gates Fryer, of Chat-
tanooga, OK; grandchildren
Michael C. Moore, Derek Moore
Burgess, Bobby Matthews, Danny
Moore, Mark Moore, Misty Moore;
and 14 great grandchildren.

In 1946, Bob founded Bob
Moore Construction, Inc. in Arling-
ton and received the AGC General
Contractor of the Year award in 2005.
He was particularly fond of the
Texas Longhorn Breeders Associa-

tion of America where he served as
Chairman, Treasurer, and Director,
and in 1989 founded Texas Long-
horn Breeders of Tomorrow. Bob
was a member of the Masonic
Lodge 226 (OK), Veterans of For-
eign Wars, and American Legion
Posts and Scottish Rite of Free
Masonry.

Services at were Oct. 14 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
Chapel; Dr. Sam Porter officiating.
Burial followed at Shady Grove
Cemetery in Grand Prairie. Family
requests memorials to be made to
Autobahn Motorcar Group Youth
Scholarship Tour Fund, In Memory
of Bob Moore, 3000 White Settle-
ment Road, Fort Worth, TX 76107.

WANDA R.  VARNADO
Wanda R.
Varnado, age
82, a resident of
Eustace, TX
since 2005, for-
merly of Irving
for more than 50
years, died Oct.

12, 2008 at East Texas Medical Cen-
ter in Athens.

Born Aug. 18, 1926 in Cross
Cut, TX to Roy and Ruby Wright
Bennett, she was a member of the
Episcopal Church of The Redeemer
in Irving. Even after retiring from
Parkland Memorial Hospital, as a
registered nurse for 30 years,
Wanda continued her love of car-
ing for others. Her grandchildren

By Karen Nicholson
The League of Women Voters

has developed some hints to help
voters interpret candidates’ posi-
tions expressed in debates. 

Top five tips for debate watchers:

Think Ahead - Before the debate,
make a list of the issues that are
most important to you. Write the
questions you want to have an-
swered by the candidates. 
Are Candidates Answering the
Question? Pay attention to how
the candidates answer the ques-
tions. Are they answering the ques-

tions asked or providing informa-
tion that they want to convey? Are
they specific? Knowledgeable?
Combative? Direct and clear?

Keep Track of Topics - Are the can-
didates being asked about your
priority issues? Are the questions
fair and pertinent?

Talk it out! –Afterwards, talk about
the debate with your friends and
family. Do more research on the
topic using other sources. Did the
debate sway your decision? Did
you learn something new about
the candidates’ positions?

VOTE on Nov. 4. It is your best op-
portunity to make your voice heard
and help shape the issues that af-
fect all of us! VISIT
www.lwvtexas.org to prepare your-
self.

Debates are a chance to rise
above the clamor of attack ads,
endless punditry and analysis. En-
gage in thoughtful debate about the
competing challenges such as: re-
forming education, healthcare alter-
natives, strengthening the
economy, environmental protection
systems, and determining the US
position in the world. 

Debates are the best opportu-
nity for voters to see, first-hand,

how each candidate responds to
the tough issues facing the next
tenant of 1600 Pennsylvania Av-
enue and other elected positions. 

Going Out of Business
After 35years

Great Sales

Irving Antique Mall
129 S. Main
972-254-0339

League of League of League of League of League of WWWWWomen omen omen omen omen VVVVVoters prooters prooters prooters prooters provides tips for getting the most out of debatesvides tips for getting the most out of debatesvides tips for getting the most out of debatesvides tips for getting the most out of debatesvides tips for getting the most out of debates
For more information, go to

www.lwvtexas.org to see how the
League of Women Voters can help
you.  



Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com
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We Provide The Personal Touch
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were the other love of her life.
Preceded in death by her hus-

band of 55 years, Elvin Varnado;
son, David Varnado; sisters,
Waunice Little, Anita Torres and
Edith Duncan; and brother, Charles
Bennett.

Survivors include her son,
Steven B. Varnado of Dallas;
daughter, Donna and husband
Charles “Rusty” Easley of Eustace;
grandchildren, Shannon Easley of
Addison, David Easley and Deanna
Browning, both of Eustace; great
granddaughter, Mallory Mobly of
Eustace; brother-in-law, Junior
Varnado and wife Omega of Mes-
quite.

Graveside service was Oct. 16
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving with The Rev. Gail N. Gateley
officiating. Friends were received
by the family at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home from Wednes-
day. Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety or to the American Diabetes As-
sociation.

WINNIE  BELLE
MUSSETT

Winnie Belle Mussett, of Irving,
passed away Oct. 11, 2008.

She was born Dec. 8, 1913 in
Ivanhoe, TX. She was a member of
St. Luke’s Catholic Church in Irv-
ing and the St. Luke’s Altar Guild.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Theodore A. Mussett, 4
brothers, and 3  sisters, survivors
include sons James Mussett of Dal-
las, Noel Mussett and wife Alice of
Ivanhoe, Dennis Mussett and wife
Julie Faircloth of Georgetown, TX,
and David Mussett and wife
Delenna of Irving; Daughter Sue
Wynne of Irving, Dianne Pettinos

and husband Warren of Austin,
Jennifer McCullough and husband
Bill of Little Elm; brother Hurshell
Gray of Mathis, TX; sisters Avis
Sommers of Karnes City, TX, Mary
Chopelas of Alpine, TX, and
Francis Owen of Yukon, OK; 13
grandchildren; 12 great grandchil-
dren; and daughter-in-law Mary
Regan.

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Oct. 15 at St. Luke’s
Catholic Church. Graveside ser-
vices were held Oct. 16 at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery in Beeville, TX.
Memorial donations may be made
to a charity of one’s choice.

ESTHER  I.  MILLER
Esther I. Miller,
age 87, of Irving
for 57 years,
died Oct. 13,
2008 at an Irving
hospital.

B o r n
March 16, 1921

in Barnes County, ND, she married
Dolan Miller Sep. 4, 1948 in Carson
City, NV. Esther was a graduate of
Valley City State Teacher College
and received her Masters Degree
from Texas Women’s University in
Denton. She was retired from Irv-
ing ISD after 30 years of service as
a librarian, and she was a member
of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
in Irving.

Preceded in death by her
brother, Melvin Nelson, she is sur-
vived by her husband of 61 years,
Dolan; daughter, Linda Ormon and
husband Richard of Colleyville;
son, Terry Miller and wife Gloria of
Irving; grandsons, Brian Miller of
Irving and Scott Ormon of North
Richland Hills.

Visitation was Wednesday at
the funeral home. Service was Oct.
16 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment to follow
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving. Memorial contributions may
be made to the Soup Kitchen in
Dallas.

ELOISE  M.
QUINN  THORNQUIST

Eloise M. Quinn
Thornquist, 83,
a resident of
Grand Prairie,
passed away af-
ter a short ill-
ness on Septem-
ber 29, 2008.

Eloise was born in Dallas, Texas.
She retired from Pearl Vision Cor-
porate Office after more than 20
years of service. She stayed very
active until her illness. She enjoyed
being a member of the Silver Leaf
Seniors Group. Eloise was preceded
in death by her husband Donald L.
Thornquist, her brother John
Quinn, and sister Flora Doss Mon-
roe.

Survivors: Sons- John & wife
Edna Thornquist, Steve & wife Amy
Thornquist

Daughters- Elizabeth Valdez,
Susan & husband Larry Sawyers,
Linda & husband Wally Robbins,
Donna & husband Michael Mayo,
Rita & husband Jerry Stewart, and
Sandy & husband Dwight Liebau.

15 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren. Sister: Doris & hus-
band Charles Brandenburg and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Visitation was:  6 pm – 7 pm,
Friday at Bean-Massey-Burge Fu-
neral Home with a Rosary to follow
at 7:00 p.m.

Mass of Christian Burial was:
10:00 a.m., Saturday at St. Michael
the Archangel Catholic Church in
Grand Prairie.

Interment was at: Calvary Hill
Cemetery in Dallas.

JESSIE  MARIE
CAMPBELL

Jessie Marie
Campbell, age
89, a resident of
Irving for 53
years, died Oct.
15, 2008 at an
Irving hospital.

Born Jan. 16, 1919 in Paris, TX
to Jesse Garrett Wooten and Nettie
Ann Holcomb Wooten, she was a
member of South MacArthur
Church of Christ in Irving.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Byron B. Campbell and son,
Michael “Tony” Campbell, Jessie
is survived by her daughter, Linda
Parr of Irving; grandsons, Steven
Thornton and wife Tracey of Irv-
ing and Scott Thornton and wife
Candace of North Richland Hills;
two great grandsons, Henry
Thornton and Luke Thornton; sis-

OBITUARIES
ter, Billie Rhodes; and sister-in-law,
Dot Campbell.

Graveside Service will be held
1 p.m., Oct. 18 at Oak Grove Memo-
rial Gardens in Irving with Rev. Dr.
Bill Parr officiating. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
American Heart Association, P.O.
Box 841125, Dallas, TX 75284.

ASA  DANIEL
Asa Daniel, of
Irving, passed
away Oct. 7,
2008.

He was
born June 23,
1938 in

Texarkana, TX. He was a member of
First Baptist Church – Las Colinas.

Survivors include his wife
Bonnie Daniel of Irving; sons
Judson Daniel, Tad Daniel and wife
Mary, John Daniel, and Rick Edgett
and wife Pam; daughters Faith
Anne Daniel, Asa Elaine Myers and
husband Ron, and Dana Koerth
and husband Charles; brother Wil-
liam Brooks Daniel; sisters Reba
Burke, Sarah Jane Anderson, and
Glenda Sue Troquille; 15 grandchil-
dren; and great granddaughter Asa
Nicole.

Funeral services were held Oct.
10 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel with Chaplain Bob
Swift officiating. Arrangements
made by Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home.

By Jennifer Liu Bryan
There is an easy way to im-

prove your child’s chances at
school. It will entertain and delight
him. It will strengthen the bonds
between him and you. And it is vir-
tually free. 

Sound too good to be true?
Actually, it isn’t. The magical

method: taking time to read aloud
to your child.

In an era of high-stakes test-
ing and education reforms and revo-
lutions, research has repeatedly
proved that one simple parenting
technique is among the most effec-
tive. Children who are read aloud
to by parents get a head start in
language and literacy skills and go
to school better prepared.

“Reading aloud to young chil-
dren, particularly in an engaging
manner, promotes emerging literacy
and language development and
supports the relationship between
child and parent,” concludes an

Archives of Disease in Childhood
review.

In other words, reading a bed-
time story may not only entertain
and soothe Johnny, it may also de-
velop his vocabulary, improve his
ability to learn to read, and – per-
haps most important – foster a life-
long love of books and reading.

“Every time we read to a child,
we’re sending a ‘pleasure’ message
to the child’s brain,” said Jim
Trelease, author of The Read-
Aloud Handbook. “You could even
call it a commercial, conditioning the
child to associate books and print
with pleasure.”

This reading “commercial” is
critical when competition for a
child’s attention is so fierce. Be-
tween television, movies, the
Internet, video games and myriad
after-school activities, the plea-
sures of sitting down with a book
are often overlooked. In addition,
negative experiences with reading

– whether frustrations in learning
to read or tedious “skill and drill”
school assignments – can further
turn children off from reading.

“Students who read the most,
read the best, achieve the most, and
stay in school the longest. Con-
versely, those who don’t read
much, cannot get better at it,”
Trelease said.

Reading aloud is, “the single
most important activity for build-
ing the knowledge required for
eventual success in reading,” ac-
cording to the 1985 report Becom-
ing a Nation of Readers.

Despite this advice, however,
some educators and many parents
don’t read aloud to children from a
young age and thus fail to nurture
avid and skilled readers. Indeed,
this is especially true for children
in low-income families. Only 48 per-
cent of families below the poverty
level read to their preschoolers each
day, compared with 64 percent of

families whose incomes were at or
above the poverty level, according
to the Federal Interagency Forum
on Child and Family Statistics. Chil-
dren from low-income families are
also less likely to have exposure to
print materials.

Groups such as Reach Out and
Read (ROR), however, are working
to combat this problem. ROR extols
the virtues of reading aloud to par-
ents when children go to their
check-ups at the pediatrician’s or
family physician’s office. The group
also helps provide reading materi-
als for families of lesser means.

“Studies which examined lan-
guage in young children found an
association between the ROR in-
tervention and statistically signifi-
cant improvements in preschool lan-
guage scores, a good predictor of
later literacy success,” the ROR
website reports.

The good news for families is
this sage piece of parenting wis-

dom is easy to follow. Reading
aloud to your child requires only a
book – free, with a library card –
and your willingness to spend a
little quality time with your child.

And while the sacrifices to
read aloud are few, the benefits are
many: Your child may learn to read
better, think better, imagine more
richly, and become a passionate and
lifelong reader. More than these
long-term benefits, however, are
some more immediate: The plea-
sures of spending time with your
child and sharing the enjoyment of
a good book.

Jennifer Bryan is the co-author
of Cole Family Christmas, a
children’s Christmas story about a
coal miner, his wife, and nine chil-
dren in the Appalachian Mountains
in 1920.

Enrich a child’s life with reading

Read the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving RamblerRead the Irving Rambler
EVERY WEEK
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Seniors 55+
New Move-Ins only

Call 972-790-9272
for details or come by

for a tour of the property

Park Manor Apartments
2934 W. Pioneer Drive, Irving

Email: park_manor@att.net

FREE RENT

Call 972-790-9272

Housing Vouchers AcceptedHousing Vouchers Accepted

Up to $1500

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Disciples of Christ

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sundays 10:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist

Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061

Fellowship Center FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.

Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Independent Bible

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Southern Baptist

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

United Methodist

WORSHIP

LISTING PRICES

To purchase WORSHIP section listing
call 214-675-9445.

From 6 months to one year $7.47Up to 6 months $8.30

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring people of
similar beliefs together.  The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of a
listing as a commitment to publish.  Publication of a listing does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any listing for any reason.  Any listing promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your listing.

Listings may include your religious organization’s name, address, tele-
phone number, website url & meeting times.

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS
Joan Black - Van Zandt

Medicare Supplements,
Medicare Advantage plans, Prescription Drug plans,
Rollovers, Fixed Annuities & Long Term Care Insurance.

Office  469-713-1862
Fax 469-324-2971

1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

www.kingdomseniorsolutions.com

tend to die as he shot them and their
parents took photos. He wore what
was called wheat jeans back then
and just looked like a good cow-
boy, but he had to be quick on the
draw. Once he did not get his pistol
out of his holster quickly enough,
it went off before he had his gun
drawn turning his pants leg black.
The fabric was damaged, so our
mother made those jeans into
shorts.

“In addition, Cowboy Town
had several rides for fun, like a
fenced in trail with donkey pulled
two wheeled carts and several
saddled horses for a fenced riding
trail. Those also had to be hooked
up and saddled each morning.
There was also a stagecoach that
left out every hour, and visitors
could be passengers if they were at
the depot on time. The stagecoach
was guaranteed to be held up as it
entered the woods behind Cowboy
Town. We cowboys took turns do-
ing holding up the stagecoach. We
had a special horse, an Indian paint,
hidden away and special outlaw
clothes with hat. The kids would
remember what we were wearing if
we did not change and reported us
to the sheriff if they saw us in
town.”

In a town filled with horses and
gunfights, and managed by teen-
age cowboys, there were bound to
be a few bumps along the way.

“We had one rule that was
only broken once while I was there
and that was to never let your gun
leave you hand when you pre-
tended to die,” R.A. said. “One of
the guys, a fellow named Carson
Doss, dropped his pistol in the
street and a little boy ran up, picked
it up, then said the outlaw was not
dead and shot him with a blank in
the stomach giving him a very bad
black powder burn and setting his
shirt on fire.

“We had a runaway stage-
coach when something spooked the
horses as it was being unloaded by
driver Jimmy Carpenter. A little boy
with his father were still inside. It
ran down the main street and an-
other cowboy, Kenny Johnson, saw
people inside so he and I jumped
on two horses tied to hitching rails
in the street and gave chase. Kenny
got to the back of the stagecoach,
but was not sure of how to jump on
or if he wanted to try. I rode my
horse to the lead horse pulling the
stagecoach and somehow got them
turned to the right, into the fence
that surrounded the park. Kenny
opened the door and expected an
angry father, but the man was laugh-
ing as he told us his son would
have a story to tell of being on a
real runaway stagecoach for the
rest of his life.

“As young high school boys,
we learned a lot from our days at
Cowboy Town and it was so much
fun for us that we might have paid
to work there. One cowboy, if I re-
member did work for free, as he ate
more corndogs that were not cov-
ered by his paycheck.”

Every so often, even the good
guys wanted to play bad guys for a
while.

“The most important part at
Cowboy Town was the Sheriff, and
we selected the best fellow work-
ing out there, David Sawyer. David
was a standout in football and
looked tough, but he was great with
the kids. We all called him Super-
man because no matter how many
times we shot him, he never got hit,
and he either killed us or took us to
jail.

“But every now and then even
David got tired of being the good
guy, so he would dress up like an
outlaw, place a patch over one eye
and wear black. He was the worst
of all outlaws called “Patch” and
the kids were afraid of him. When
he rode into town, he could do what
ever he wanted because the Sheriff
was gone. When we saw him get-
ting dressed in black, we hated it,
because we never knew what he
would do. Most of our skits were
planned, but Patch was just out of
control and a time for David to have
fun. This was the same David Saw-
yer who owned the sports store first
on Main Street and later in the Ply-
mouth Park Center.”

In 1961, Six Flags over Texas
opened. The amusement park giant
often entertained as many guest in
a weekend as the Irving parks saw
in a season.

“Storybook Land and Cowboy
Town did not last long after Six Flags
opened, but it was a place of fun
for a lot of children in the area
around Dallas and Fort Worth and
should be remembered as a part of

Irving history,” R.A. said. “I recall
that Mr. Peppermint, Jerry Haines,
even came out to visit us on a Sat-
urday, and he asked to do a gun
fight scene so we did.

“I often thought that many Irv-
ing residents missed out on know-
ing the way the city was not so long
ago. Cowboy Town was owned by
K.K. Standfield, a retired Dallas
police officer who just loved kids.
He died a few years ago, and my
fellow cowboy Kenny Johnson at-
tended his funeral. Kenny told me
last year that Mr. Standfield’s son
said his father often said that Cow-
boy Town was the greatest thing
he ever did.

Former City Council member
and long time Irving resident, James
Dickens, remembers going to Cow-
boy Town when he was little.

“We went to Cowboy Town
three or four times. We didn’t have
much money growing up. But we
would save our money and go. It
was a hoot,” Dickens said.

“It was always a treat to go
there. As a little kid, I was just fas-
cinated. I loved the horses and the
actual shootouts. The bad guys
would always lose, and the good
guy always won.

“They also had an authentic
horse drawn carriage in the Wells
Fargo style. It had an upper deck
where you could ride with an adult
or you could ride inside.”

Today, large amusement parks
are the rule. However, the large
parks don’t offer customers the
same personal experience the
smaller parks once did.

“Next to Six Flags, Cowboy
Town and Storybook Land were
probably the biggest amusement
parks in the area. Those attractions
were the hotspots way back then
in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s.

“Six Flags is still a great enter-
tainment venue. But sometimes you
get more of a personal touch with a
smaller fair. It certainly seemed that
way as a kid,” he said.

Continued from page 1
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Provided by Rene Castilla
The Irving Hispanic Chamber

of Commerce named Jennifer Garcia
its new president, making her the
organization’s first president since
it was founded in 1998.

“These are exciting times for
the Chamber; we’ve come a long
way,” said Bob Moon, Chairman of
the Board of Directors.

The Irving Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce is guided by a Board
of Directors, but managed by an Ex-

ecutive Committee. Because of the
rapid growth of the chamber, the
appointment of Jennifer Garcia as
its president was a necessary next
step.

“We fully expect Jennifer to
take the chamber to the next level
in membership growth, and in fos-
tering economic growth and devel-
opment in the Hispanic commu-
nity,” Moon said.

Ms. Garcia joins the Irving His-
panic Chamber of Commerce after
working seven years in various
roles with the Irving Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce where most
recently she served as Manager of
Membership, Retention, and Inves-

tor Recruitment.
“I am thrilled to have this op-

portunity. I look forward to the chal-
lenge,” Ms. Garcia said.

The Irving Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, working with the Irv-
ing Las Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce, has an Economic Develop-
ment services contract with the City
of Irving to provide business de-
velopment and enhancement initia-
tives with a focus on Hispanic-
owned and Hispanic-serving busi-

nesses throughout Irving, as well
as assist the City in promoting mi-
nority and women-owned business
initiatives.

Ms. Garcia takes the reins at
the Irving Hispanic Chamber at a
time when the City has seen a
growth in Hispanic-owned busi-
ness, especially along Irving Bou-
levard.

One of the commitments to the
City under the Economic Develop-
ment Services contract is to com-

municate and facilitate business de-
velopment initiatives and programs
of the City to the Hispanic-owned
businesses in the community.

“It will be my job to get His-
panic business owners to partici-
pate in existing business programs
of the City and the Irving Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, Ms.” Garcia
said.

For more information about the
Irving Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, please call 214-217-8477.

Irving Hispanic Chamber names president
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Send Payment to
P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Nominated by Dallas CASA,
Archon Group, L.P., has been
named Outstanding Corporation for
2008 by the Greater Dallas Chapter
of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals. Archon Group is an
international, full-service commer-
cial real estate investment manage-
ment and mortgage loan company
and wholly-owned subsidiary of
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.

Over the last 11 years, Archon
Group developed an innovative
and effective model of corporate
philanthropy. The company also
seeks out other companies and en-
courages those groups to replicate
their unique model. For two years
in a row Governor Rick Perry asked
Archon to participate in a leader-
ship conference to present their
philanthropic model to corpora-
tions across the state. The Gover-
nor awarded Archon with the
Governor’s Volunteer Award for
corporate volunteerism in 2004.

Archon’s approach evolved
from their initial decision to focus
their corporate philanthropy on a
single charity, Dallas CASA, and
to allow that nonprofit to use their
resources to focus on the mission.
Dallas CASA is an organization of
volunteers who advocate for
abused children in court. The com-
pany further supports the
nonprofit’s mission by supplying
volunteers, funding, and business
and management expertise.
Archon’s support nearly doubled
Dallas CASA’s budget in one year,
and CASA has nearly doubled the
number of child victims served from
572 in 1998 to 932 in 2007.

While most companies partici-
pate as a sponsor or supply volun-
teers for an event, Archon’s ap-
proach is to produce their own
fundraising event, sharing Dallas
CASA with their own vendors and
encouraging those vendor partners
to participate with Archon in the
agency’s mission; managing the
event without using CASA staff;
and delivering the proceeds to the
charity, with little or no effort on
the part of the charity. The Archon
President’s Day Golf Classic has
gone from netting $116,000 in its
first year to netting $1,015,000 in
February 2008 and $1,555,000 in
2007 on their 10th anniversary of
working with CASA According to

the Dallas Business Journal, this
tournament, which draws players
from across the country, has be-
come the second most profitable
golf tournament in Dallas, second
only to the Byron Nelson Classic.

Archon Group, along with its
vendor partners and employees, are
responsible for raising more than
$6 million for Dallas CASA to date,
including a new effort in 2004 that
created the “When Kids Win, Ev-
eryone Wins” sweepstakes. Run
entirely by Archon employees, it
netted $150,000 for CASA in five
years. Additionally Archon pro-
vides computer and electronic
equipment to the agency, hosts
CASA’s Web site and email system
and shares their expertise. They
also serve as corporate resource
specialists, allowing Dallas CASA
to tap into their expertise in real es-
tate, particularly as it applies to capi-
tal campaigns.

Archon incorporates “giving
back” and volunteerism into their
corporate culture allowing their em-
ployees to serve as board members
and CASA volunteers during their
workday. Archon is always ready
to meet CASA’s needs including
providing volunteers, prom dresses
and shoes, and requested gifts for
over 200 children at Christmas, ev-
ery year.

“One of the most compelling
examples of how Archon has fun-
damentally embraced their ap-
proach to philanthropy was illus-
trated at their 10th annual meeting,
which is international in scope” said
Beverly Levy, Executive Director,
Dallas CASA. “During that one
hour meeting, Archon CEO Jim
Lozier spent 20 minutes on a report
on the corporation and 40 minutes
on the need to support and raise
funds to support CASA and the
children it serves.”

For Lozier, encouraging his
employees to donate their time to
charity is a means of promoting a
healthy balance of family, work, and
community. This is a clear demon-
stration of a uniquely American
corporate culture in which employ-
ees are encouraged to volunteer
and demonstrates a philanthropic
corporate mindset which encour-
ages individuals to respond gener-
ously and creatively to community
needs.

By Jessamine Sikes
TECH Robotics goes flying off

into another year of the BEST Ro-

botics competition. TECH (Teach-
ing Engineering to Christian
Homeschoolers), three time winner

TECH Robotics plans to take flight November 1

Archon Group named
Outstanding Corporation

221 West 12th Street, Irving, Texas
$79,900

Adorable, Cute Cottage, two bedrooms and one bath.
Payments can be as low as $530 a month if you have good credit.

Add the taxes and insurance and the total monthly payment is $675.
You cannot beat this price.  Quiet neighborhood near Senter Park.

Perfect for a small family, a retired couple, or a single person.
Ceramic tile in kitchen and bath.  Dishwasher and Stove included.

Detached one-car garage.
Central Heat and Air, Large fenced back yard

with enough room to add another bedroom and bath later.
Shown by appointment only.  Drive by and look for the red door!

Call 972.259.7000

HOUSE FOR SALE

of the BEST Robotics competition,
attended the Cowtown BEST Kick-
Off at TCU on Sep. 20. The theme

for this year is Just Plane
Crazy!

From picking up FOD
(Foreign Object Debris) to
building airplanes, TECH’s
robot can do just about any-
thing. The object for this year
is to build an airplane and at-
tach it to magnets hanging in
the air. To do this TECH’s ro-
bot must flip a switch that
turns the warehouse lights
on, allowing the spotter to
open the doors to the ware-
house letting the robot in.
Once inside the warehouse,
the robot takes pieces of the
airplane and puts them to-
gether, carries it out, and lifts
it up to a 56 in. high magnet
before one of the 15 other

teams does and send the airplane
into flight.

For 50 extra points there are
also pieces of FOD blocking your
path which you can pick up and
take to the starting box. Unlike pre-
vious competitions, robots are not
allowed to block other robots from
scoring. Cowtown BEST’s 16 teams

are given 6 weeks to build their ro-
bots.

The competition will be held at
Western Hills High School in

Ft.Worth on Nov. 1. For more infor-
mation go to www.cowtownbest
.org/index_files/frame.htm or email
www.tech@juno.com.

Our 21 members are (from left to right):  Back Row: Michael, David, Jorge,
Carlos, Peter, Wesley, Steven, Joseph, Madilen, Gianna, Jessamine, Alexis Front
Row: Joe, Logan, Ethan, Rachel, Lauren, and Ty.   (Members not shown are
Samir, Josh, and Haley)
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When
you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it
online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Pub-
lication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to con-
tinue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to
publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.
E-mail addresses will only be published if included in the copy of
your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

ITEMS FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Friday nights for three to
four hours.

Local Route
--- Must have own car and cell
phone.
---Must be able to read and
follow instructions in english.

Call
214-675-6493

CARRIER
NEEDED

HANDYMAN
Odd Jobs   Carpentry   Painting

Repairs   Miscellaneous
Small jobs and work needed for

Seniors ok
972.659.9284

WORK WANTED

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs and
many other series 972-438-4522

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Mungles
on Movies

Read theRead theRead theRead theRead the
IrIrIrIrIrving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler

O
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Going Out of Business
After 35years

Great Sales

Irving Antique Mall
129 S. Main
972-254-0339

In response to the current economic situation, the Irving Rambler is offer-
ing to individuals only any classified ad selling merchandise from puppy
dogs to cars at no cost!  Also garage sales!  Ads must adhere to a 20 word
maximum size.  These ads will only be accepted through e-mail to
bobs@irvingrambler.com.  No ads will be accepted over the phone.  Ads
will be accepted only during October and November and will only be
allowed to run for up to three weeks.

FREE CLASSIFIED FREE CLASSIFIED FREE CLASSIFIED FREE CLASSIFIED FREE CLASSIFIED ADADADADADVERVERVERVERVERTISINGTISINGTISINGTISINGTISING

White Amana Gas Stove
214-675-6493

#MAX PAYNE    PG13
1:40    5:10    7:35    10:00

SEX DRIVE    R
1:45    4:50    7:25    10:05

W    PG13
1:20    4:15    7:10    10:05

SECRET LIFE OF BEES    PG13
1:55    4:30    7:05    9:45

#THE EXPRESS    PG
1:05    4:00    6:55    9:50

*BODY OF LIES    R
12:55    4:05    7:00    9:55

*QUARANTINE    R
1:00    3:15    5:30    7:50    10:15

#CITY OF EMBER    PG
4:45    10:00

APPALOOSA    R
1:50    4:30    7:20    10:10
THE DUCHESS    PG13

1:45    5:00    7:30    10:10
NICK AND NORA’S INFINITE

PLAYLIST    PG13
1:00    3:20    5:30    8:00

10:15
BEVERLY HILLS

CHIHUAHUA    PG
12:50    3:05    5:25    7:40

9:55
EAGLE EYE    PG13

1:05    1:35    3:50    6:35    7:15
9:10

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

FALL SPECIALS
Every Day

1st movie before 6pm is $4.50 per adult ticket
Two for One Tuesday

Buy one adult ticket at regular price and get one ticket free

By Matt Mungle
Title: Body of Lies
Rated: R

Remember the good old days
when war and espionage movies
made you feel proud to be an Ameri-
can, where at least you know you’re
free? (Thanks, Keith Green) What
happened?

Granted no one is excited about
the war on terror and the situation
with Iraq. We all wish we could erase
these last eight years of govern-
ment leadership and put it behind
us. But I am seeing a trend in Holly-

wood where the films are not enter-
taining and uplifting, but rather
leave us with no one to truly root
for, much less the American gov-
ernment. And we need that now
more than ever. I am not saying we
are all naïve about government poli-
tics, but I get enough of the nega-
tive from the mainline media. I want
to go to the movies to forget that
for a while. In the new film, Body of
Lies, there are no goods guys and
bad guys. Everyone is sort of
scum.

Director Ridley Scott’s new
thriller has an engaging story that
is acted out to perfection. Roger
Ferris (Leonardo DiCaprio) is an

American operative in Jordan track-
ing a well known terrorist with the
help of the Jordanian government.
He would have things under con-
trol if not continually being under
minded by his own CIA department
headed up by Ed Hoffman (Russell
Crowe). Ferris tries to work hand in
hand with the locals and treat them
fairly in the procedure. Hoffman on
the other hand feels like he can do
whatever he wants and ends up
doing more harm than good. And
these tactics could cost Ferris his
life.

I enjoyed this film for the most
 part. DiCaprio again shows why he
is one of the top actors out there
today. He is very human in his por-
trayal of Ferris. The level of inten-
sity and frustration that comes from
fighting two wars, in Jordan and
within the CIA, comes across with
realism. You can’t help but like Leo.
Something I never thought I would
have said 15 years ago. Crowe too,
though you despise he character,
gives a sort of humorous take on a
career government agent who is
fighting the battle from the comfort
of his own home while guys like
Ferris are in the hot seat.

This film does nothing to shine
any sort of good light on the cur-
rent conflict. (Not that there is any)
It shows our country and the CIA
as an egotistical, maniacal group
that has only its self preservation
and interest at heart. You watch
films like this and it reiterates the
fact that in these days it is hard to
be proud of the title, American. It is
the greatest country on earth, yes,
but you walk out thinking that if
these things really do take place,
no wonder the other countries de-
spise us. As I mentioned, I don’t
like walking out of the theater with
that feeling. All I have to do is read
a newspaper for that.

Body of Lies is rated R for
strong violence including some tor-
ture, and for language throughout.
It is certainly an engaging story and
will keep you interested with only a
small amount of down time. There
is quite a bit of terrorist action and
things get blown up and people get
shot. Such is war. If you are a huge
fan of action thrillers you will walk
away pleased with this one as film
making goes. If you want a feel
good film that gives you any sort
of hope or encouragement in these
days, then this is not your pick of
the week. I give it 3 out of 5 safe
houses. Great acting and good
story, but a hidden agenda that is
over done in these times.

Everybody lies
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