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By Jess Paniszczyn
Of all the hours spent at school

in the course of becoming edu-
cated, many people might well re-
port that their favorite ‘class’ was
lunch with recess running a close
second. Those free hours of child-
hood spent fighting over swings or
playing chase around the monkey
bars are some of the most precious
produced by a number of school

systems regardless of whether they
are private, public or alternative
schools.

Parents, teachers, staff and
community volunteers worked to-
gether to build the 775 students of
the Universal Academy charter
school’s Irving campus a new
2,450 square foot playground on
Oct. 10. The playground features
a driving panel, adaptive swing

seat, funnel adventure tube, rock
blocks climbing wall and outside
learning benches.

“A wonderful transformation
started this morning,” said Darwin
Hurme, AVP, NAA Sales for For-
esters, a primary financial and vol-
unteer contributor to the play-
ground. “Well over 250 volunteers
showed up this morning. Shortly
after 8:30 a.m. we started to put the
build together, broke up into teams,

and by 2:30 p.m. it’s going to be
complete. When the kids come
here, they are going to be so sur-
prised to see what we have done
in one day.

“The playground looks fantas-
tic. I think there are a bunch of
young engineers attending Univer-
sal Academy, because the design
they put together is terrific. I can’t
wait to see the completed project.
I can just see it going up in pieces.

There are climbing walls, some
high beam - I’m not sure what that
is - and tunnels. It is just wonder-
ful.

“The kids got together and had
a design day on Aug. 12. Then we
put the plans together and volun-
teers build the playground. But it
is their design. What they saw on
paper and what they actually get

Volunteers build new school playground

ages The Studios at Las Colinas.
“It is described as Grey’s Anatomy
meets L.A. Law. The story is about
young attorneys being thrown into
the deep end or the rat race of a
Los Angeles law firm.

“The Deep End is a mid-sea-
son replacement show for ABC.
We have a green light for six epi-
sodes. This show will replace
something, so we don’t know
where it will be in the line up yet.
Twentieth Century Fox is produc-
ing the show for ABC Entertain-
ment Group.

“One of the reasons we are
here is that Texas is a great place
to shoot. The cost factor here

verses that of shooting in Los An-
geles is also a reason. The state is
offering a film incentive. If a pro-
ducer comes to our state, hires a
crew and spends money in Texas,
based on how much the production
spends, they receive a cash incen-
tive.”

The local City government
also worked to bring a new pro-
duction to the Studios.

“Mayor Gears offered a local
incentive for a production to come
here. The Communications Center
was listed as one of the under uti-
lized assets of the City, because we
were sitting vacant. It was very

Studios at Las Colinas jumps into The Deep End
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Studios at Las Colinas,
part of the Dallas Communications
Complex, is the home of a new

television series, The Deep End.
“The Deep End is a law firm

drama,” said Justin Muller of
Muler Entertainment, which man-

By Jess Paniszczyn
A recent, vicious attack by two

dogs left a dog seriously injured
and its owners shaken. Spurred to
action by the assault on his family,
one Irving citizen wants the City
Council to strengthen animal ordi-
nances to help protect everyone.

“My wife was attacked while
walking our two little corgis on
Sep. 29,” Dana Von Voss said. “On

Tuesday evening about 6:45 p.m.,
all the sudden I heard this scream-
ing. I ran out the door and saw two
large black dogs running away
from my wife. The neighbors were
out, and everyone was yelling and
screaming.

“My wife picked up one of the
corgis trying to protect it. The other
corgi went forward trying to pro-
tect her. The loose dogs pulled our
corgi out of its collar. Our vet said
if our dog had not been a corgi, it
would not have survived. Corgis
are very low to the ground. Be-
cause of our dog’s girth and
weight, the other dogs couldn’t
pick it up. The punctures went all
the way through. The attacking dog
completely closed its mouth on our
dog.

Dog attack leaves family
questioning ordinances

Working for the fun of it, volunteers steadily make progress while building a new playground for
the Universal Academy’s Irving campus.

The cast and crew of The Deep End prepare to shoot a scene on
location near the intersection of MacArthur and Rochelle.

See SCHOOL, Page 3

See AT LARGE, Page 5

See PRODUCTION, Page7
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The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The
Irving Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use, with-
out permission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohib-
ited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or
interesting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages
submission of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people,
life, business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc.,
P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does
not constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
reject or edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and
editor are not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 6 Issue 42 is published weekly for
$25 dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving,
TX 75060. Periodicals postage prices paid at Irving, Texas. POSTMAS-
TER: Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731,
Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The
Irving Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and
public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon
Monday, prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject
to editing.  Opinions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles,
editorial, or commentary are those of the writer, and not necessarily those
of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any staff member. All
articles, press releases, photographs and other materials submitted be-
come the property of The Irving Rambler.

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com

Organizations to re-submit their information on a monthly basis to insure
that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information.

Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and
time. If an organization wishes to have more information than the free listing

offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Las Colinas Country Club

Thursday at 7 am

LISTINGS

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch

1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5
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GOLFERS!
April 26, 2010 Shotgun Start
at Hackberry Creek Country
Club. Play and support the
DFW Humane Society!
Please call 214.674.7252 for
information.

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

WORSHIP

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

United Methodist

United MethodistPresbyterian USA

POLICE & FIRE
Suicide: 10-10-09  Officers re-
sponded to a possible shooting call
in the 1600 block of W. Shady
Grove. Upon arrival they contacted
the roommate who had discovered
his girlfriend deceased inside a
locked bedroom with a self in-

flicted gun shot wound to the head.
Her two children were asleep in an
adjacent bedroom.

Aggravated Assault: 10-11-09 at
1:53 p.m.  An ex-boyfriend went
to his ex-girlfriends apartment in
the 800 block of W. Royal and con-

fronted the new boyfriend. The ex-
boyfriend shot the new boyfriend
three times in the head with a hand-
gun and fled the scene. Warrants
were obtained for the known sus-
pect who lives in Arlington.          

Civilian Observation/Rider Pro-
gram - To be considered for par-
ticipation in the Civilian Observa-
tion/Rider Program you must be an
adult that lives or works in Irving.
A person who wishes to participate
in this Program must submit a writ-
ten request utilizing the forms pro-
vided by the Police Department.
The request to ride and release of
liability form must be signed and
forwarded to the Administrative
Patrol Sergeant prior to participa-
tion. The Administrative Patrol
Sergeant will notify the approved
rider of the date and time of the
assigned ride.

Male observers should wear
 slacks and a dress shirt and are en-
couraged to wear a tie and jacket.

Female observers should wear
suitable business attire.

Civilian observers should not
become directly involved in any
police action unless necessary to
preserve the safety of the officer.
In addition, observers will be re-
quired to remain in the police ve-
hicle while conducting traffic stops
and responding to disturbance calls
unless otherwise directed by an
officer. The rules of conduct, as
stated on the Request To Ride form
will be adhered to.

For more information contact
the Patrol Division Administrative
Sergeant, Irving Police Depart-
ment Criminal Justice Center, 305
North O’Connor Road, Irving,
972-721-2518.

Wichita Wingnuts LF Greg
Porter has been named the 2009 In-
dependent Baseball Player of the
Year by Baseball America.

Porter earned the American
Association’s Most Valuable
Player award, leading the league
with a .372 batting average, tying
for the league lead with 21 home
runs, and finishing second with 86
RBIs.  Porter also paced the league
in hits (140), on-base percentage
(.453), slugging percentage (.617),
and extra-base hits (48).

A former two-sport star at
Texas A&M University, Porter
won the league’s Batter of the
Week award four times, and was
also named the American Associa-
tion Batter of the Month for June. 

Along with Porter, Grand
Prairie AirHogs INF Cesar Nicolas
and Pensacola Pelicans RHP Kyle
Middleton were named to the 2009
All-Independent First Team.
Nicolas batted .335 with 14 home
runs, 103 RBI, 120 hits and a slug-
ging percentage of .536. Middleton
accumulated a record of 5-2 with
an earned run average of 1.75.

All-Indy Team
announced

CLUBS

Ivory James and Dolapo
Oyebadejo, seniors at MacArthur
High School, were named Out-
standing Participants in the 2010
National Achievement Scholarship
Program.

To be named Outstanding Par-
ticipant, James and Oyebadejo had
to score in the top five percent of
African-American students taking
the PSAT/NMSQT. Of the more
than 160,000 students who enter
the National Achievement program
each year, approximately 3,100
Outstanding Participants are re-
ferred to colleges for their poten-
tial for academic success.

Outstanding
participants

named
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

October 17
Oktoberfest Fundraiser - VFW
2494 Irving and the Ladies Auxil-
iary will hold an Oktoberfest
fundraiser at the Post from noon
until ? The day’s activities will in-
clude German food, a white el-
ephant sale, bake sale, silent auc-
tion, 50/50 raffle, games and much
more. All proceeds from this
fundraiser will go toward expenses
for Erika Minshall to join a school-
sponsored trip to Germany. Erika
is a member of the Ladies Auxil-
iary of Post 2494 and 3 times Past
President of the Junior Girls Unit.
The public is invited to this
event. VFW Post 2494 is located
at 3375 Belt Line road, just south
of Shady Grove. For directions and
further information, call the Post
at 972-790-1611.

October 17 - 18 at 10am
“The Great Pumpkin Patch” -
Creekview PTSA is hosting “The
Great Pumpkin Patch” featuring
pumpkins, pumpkins and more
pumpkins, and a bake sale. The
event will be held in the Old
Kroger Parking lot, at the south-
east corner of Frankford and Old
Denton Road, near KFC. The Sale
will start at 10:00 am on Sat. and
1:00 pm on Sun. and ends at 5:00
pm on both days. All proceeds will
benefit the Creekview PTSA Post
Prom. For more information, con-
tact Cindy King 214-315-4480 or
Karen McDaniel at 972-245-5287.

October 17 at 8pm
Starry, Starry Night - Irving
Chorale’s first concert of its 23rd

season will complement the Irving
Arts Center’s NASA | ART: 50
Years of Exploration exhibition at
8 p.m. in the Carpenter Perfor-
mance Hall. Presentation features
music about the universe – the
stars, moon and earth.
$10-20, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets

October 18 from 2 to 6pm
100 years for Texas PTA Texas
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
will be having a 100th birthday
celebration from 2-6 p.m. at the
Cotton Bowl during the State Fair
of Texas. Tickets for the celebra-
tion are $15 for one or $12.50 for
four or more, and include admis-
sion to the fair. Activities include
stage entertainment, bounce
houses, science activities, Texas
author book signings, balloon
sculptures, and face painting. For
more information, access
www.txpta.org/events.

October 19 at 7pm
Genealogical Society - The Irving
Genealogical Society meets at 7:00
p.m. at the Irving Public Library,
801 West Irving Blvd., the IGS is
host to guest speaker Donald
Raney. Mr. Raney will detail the
life of Martin Varner, a Texas Pio-
neer who traveled by flatboat down
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to
Arkansas Territory in 1815. Visi-
tors are welcome. 

October 20 from 6 to 8pm
Make Your Home Healthy -
Learn about alternatives to house-

hold chemicals and their common
applications in household mainte-
nance from 6 to 8 p.m. at the South-
west Branch Library, 2216 W.
Shady Grove Road. Students also
will hear discussions about the
cause, effects and prevention of
indoor air pollution.

October 20 at 7pm
The Big Read: Matthew Pearl -
The Irving Public Library presents
a free discussion and book sign-
ing featuring Matthew Pearl, au-
thor of The Poe Shadow at 7 p.m.
in Dupree Theater. Pearl’s presen-
tation is part of Irving Public
Library’s Big Read program, a
month-long, community-wide
event that encourages people to
read, discuss and celebrate a selec-
tion from American literature. Irv-
ing Library selected Edgar Allan
Poe as this year’s author.

October 21 from 4 to 8pm
Spirit Night - The Chick-fil-A at
Las Colinas will host a fundraising
event 4:00pm - 8:00 pm at 5350
N. MacArthur Blvd. Enjoy good
food, have some fun, and help sup-
port Lone Star Youth Orchestra.

to run, jump and play on is going
to be a completely different expe-
rience for them,” he said.

Despite the cool temperatures
and constant threat of rain, there
was an air of excitement and pur-
pose among the volunteers build-
ing the new playground.

“This playground is much
larger than anything we have had,”
said Diane Harris, Universal’s
Chief Education Officer and Su-
perintendent. “It is taking up sev-
eral different sections, because
there are different stations. There
are even outside learning benches
where the kids can go outside and
do some class work with nature or
eat their lunches.

“Building the playground is
wonderful team building. Our par-

ents are very supportive. To take a
Saturday, because most of our par-
ents have to work and with this
economy being what it is, shows
their dedication and commitment
to the school and to their children.
That is what I really admire today.
We have had 175 parents up here
today. That is amazing.

“Yesterday, our people were
out there in the rain preparing the
site. That is how dedicated our staff
is. Our crew has all pulled together
for the good of the kids.”

Unstructured play is important
to all children.

“Play is crucial to a child’s de-
velopmental process; that is re-
search based. When kids play, it is
so effective in getting them to
learn. It opens up their brain. It

stimulates them to think. They can
do problem solving on the logisti-
cal items that are there for the kids.

“Many times in our society we
downplay the practice of play. The
research is real clear, kids need to
have time to just play. We are so
academically oriented many times
that we forget kids have to have
time to be kids, and play with un-
structured play. Kids need to have
things to climb on where they build
muscles and become physically fit.
You have to have mental, physical
fitness in order to have the whole
child,” she said.

KaBOOM!, a national non-
profit that helps communities build
playgrounds was instrumental in
making the new playground a re-
ality.

“Our vision is that there would
be a safe place to play within walk-
ing distance of every child in
America,” said Nora Donaldson,
project manager for KaBOOM! “It
is a big vision. We are attacking it
a playground at a time.

“If we just came out and built
a playground with people who
build playgrounds all the time and

none of the community was in-
volved, that is still great. But at the
end of the day, you wouldn’t have
people feeling ownership over that
playground. People wouldn’t say,
‘I built this for my kids. I’m going
to take care of it.’ Kids wouldn’t
say, ‘Look what my mom did. She
spent her Saturday building this for
me.’”

Continued from page 1

School recognizes the importance of play

Pointing the way, playground construction volunteers try to
figure out their next move.

Karen Hernandez, junior, and
Tommee Peeravong, senior, both at
Jack E. Singley Academy, were selected
to participate in student productions
sponsored by Fresh Films.

Hernandez was a member of the
all-teen production crew for the Fresh
Films summer short film contest.
Hernandez joined 10 other Dallas-area

teens in the production of “Small Town
Heroes”, a short comedy with a super
heroes theme. The team won second
place in a national contest sponsored by
Fresh Films.

Peeravong will participate in the
2009 National Guard Doc Program. The
program will give high school student
filmmakers professional training and

guidance to create a full-length docu-
mentary in just five days. Peeravong will
travel to Austin to work on production
of his team’s film Oct. 22-28.

Hernandez and Peeravong will dis-
cuss their respective experiences, and
will showcase their films at American
Film Institute Dallas International Film
Festival in spring 2010.

Academy filmmakers recognized nationally

Tommee Peeravong and Karen Hernandez



FOR  SALE
Hot Wheels Collection-
Treasure Hunts, Final Runs
and many other series 972-
438-4522

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house and 1/1 cottage -
great for home office! Three
stall barn and three large cor-
rals. Water and lawn care in-
cluded in rent! PLEASE CALL
972.841.0318.

“MEMORIES FLORIST
Floral Designer/Sales, 2 Yrs.
Experience  must know Irv-
ing. Appt. only 972 2542603

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People per-
son, detail oriented, respon-
sible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office,
email and Internet savvy op-
portunity for growth, experi-
ence preferred. Call to 214-
675-6493 to discuss your fu-
ture.

House and cottage House is
2/1 with built-in vanity with
two sinks in bathroom,
washer/dryer connections,
HVAC and  gas. ceiling fans.
Large built-in desk with built-
in shelving above. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
closets and windows! Cov-
ered patio breezeway be-
tween house and garage.
Cottage is 1/1 with full
kitchen, all electric. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
windows! Large covered
porch. Great for home office
or Mom. Water and lawn care
included in rent! PLEASE
CALL 972.841.0318.

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commit-
ment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not cre-
ate an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for
any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappro-
priate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will
only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

Contact pamb@irvingrambler.com
or call 214-675-9445

to purchase classified ads

ADVERTISING PRICES
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Fmr. CPS Spec. offers qual-
ity child care in S. Irv. home;
$120 0-2yrs; $100 2 yrs. &
up; Susan 972.768.1666

CHILD
CARE

HELP
WANTED

ITEMS
FOR SALE

2BR/1Bath/1car gar. $700
mth+dep; Mobile Hm $500
mth+dep Also, RV for Sale

972.986.7100

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0045
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-1

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-9127

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND
OUT OF THE JACKSON AND BLANTON ADDITION AND LO-
CATED AT 2201 CHEYENNE STREET, MORE FULLY AND
COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDI-
NANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID
PROPERTY FROM S-P-1 (R-AB) SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE
FOR RESTAURANT WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE
OF THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PRE-
MISES CONSUMPTION UNDER SECTION 52-49 OF ORDI-
NANCE NO. 1144, AS AMENDED, TO S-P-1 SITE PLAN DIS-
TRICT USE FOR RETAIL, RESTAURANT, AND OFFICE USES
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE
SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HERE-
OF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGU-
LATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO.
1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZON-
ING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST,
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVI-
SIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0048
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-9128

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE
1964 COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE
ON A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND
OUT OF FIRE STATION NO. 6 ADDITION AND FIRE STA-
TION NO. 6, PHASE II ADDITION AND LOCATED AT SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF ESTERS ROAD AND ROCHELLE ROAD,
MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE
BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE
USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLAN DIS-
TRICT USE FOR C-C USES AND S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT
USE FOR FWY USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AS
AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-C
USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE
NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE
ZONING ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE
IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR
THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST,
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVI-
SIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES
OF DIRECT CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF THE CITY  OF IRVING, TEXAS:

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of
Irving, Texas, this 8TH day of October A.D. 2009.

Herbert A. Gears, Mayor

ATTEST:
Janice Carroll, TRMC, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Charles R. Anderson City Attorney

HOUSE
FOR LEASE

HOUSE
FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertise in The Irving Rambler
Reach your customers

Call 214-675-6493

LEGAL
NOTICE

Motorists who have not paid
delinquent tolls may still take ad-
vantage of the Texas Department
of Transportation’s (TxDOT) offer
to reduce violation fees, but time
is running out.

October 15 marks the halfway
point of the program, and toll road
customers with unpaid tolls have
until Nov. 30 take advantage of the

department’s one-time toll viola-
tion recovery program. In return
for payment of all outstanding
tolls, TxDOT will waive 90 per-
cent of the administrative and col-
lection fees accrued. To receive the
fee reduction, customers must also
open a TxTag account and keep it
in good standing.

To date, $127,442 have been

collected in outstanding tolls and fees. Approximately
2.24 percent of the roughly 140,000 account-holders
in violation at the start of the program have contacted
TxDOT and made payment. There have been over
5,900 phone calls to the TxTag Customer Service Cen-
ter that have resulted in payments or new accounts
since the program began.

“I’m pleased to see that many of our customers
are using this opportunity to bring their toll accounts
current,” said Mark Tomlinson, TxDOT Turnpike Au-
thority Division Director. “If the number of calls our
customer service representatives are taking is any in-
dication, I believe we’ll have many more customers
pay their tolls and fees by the time the program ends.”

TxDOT encourages account-holders to not wait
until the deadline, as a large call volume may make it
difficult to get through the busy phone lines. After Nov.
30, TxDOT will begin filing in court to collect tolls
and fees owed to the state, which will result in addi-
tional fines and court fees of $350 or more on toll vio-
lations.

“Providing good customer service is important to
us, and we have tried to make it easy to pay tolls with
TxTag, Pay By Mail or cash, where available. I un-
derstand that bills sometimes get overlooked, and we
are trying to help those in violation start fresh. But let
me assure you, we are determined to collect. Taking a
toll road may be a choice, but paying tolls you accrue
is not,” Tomlinson said.

This offer does not apply to violations on toll roads
operated by other entities, including the North Texas
Tollway Authority, the Central Texas Regional Mo-
bility Authority or the Harris County Toll Road Au-
thority. Rental car companies are also excluded from
participation in this program.

Toll road users may inquire about the status of
their account by contacting the TxTag Customer Ser-
vice Center at 1-888-468-9824, which is open for ex-
tended hours throughout the toll violation recovery
period.

TxDOT toll violation recovery
period reaches halfway mark

By Jason Alderman
One small silver lining from

the recent economic downturn is
that people have begun saving
again. For decades personal sav-
ings rates hovered around 10 per-
cent of after-tax income, but be-
ginning in the late 1980s, rates
steadily declined.

As the stock market soared, so
did home values and 401(k) bal-
ances. Many people felt richer at
least on paper and the lessons
learned during the Great Depres-
sion about saving for hard times
faded into distant memory.

But today, as usually happens
during severe recessions, the av-
erage savings rate has begun ris-
ing again. Why this turnaround?
Financial experts cite many rea-
sons:

- People fear losing their jobs and
want a financial safety net.
- Those approaching retirement
need to boost their net worth
slashed by plummeting home val-
ues and retirement accounts.
- Costs for high-ticket items like
medical expenses, college and re-
tirement have far outpaced the rate
of inflation.
- Many fear future funding for gov-
ernment-provided benefits like
Social Security and Medicare is at
risk.
- Lending standards have become
much more stringent, so qualify-
ing for loans and credit is more
difficult.

Although increasing savings dur-
ing tough times would seem to be
much more difficult than during

prosperous times, clearly many
people have figured out how. Here
are a few strategies for building
your savings:
- Track spending. Write down ev-
ery cent you spend for a month on
food, gas, clothes, entertainment,
everything. Review the list and see
what you could live without or at
least reduce. For example, brown-
bagging once a week would save
20 percent on your lunch budget,
which equals hundreds of dollars
a year.
- Shop for better rates. Compare
checking and savings account in-
terest rates at www.bankrate.com/
checking.aspx. Also, the Credit
Union National Association can
help you find credit unions you
may be eligible to join
www.creditunion.coop/cu_locator.

- Reduce fees. Banking and credit
card fees for things like overdrafts
and late payments can quickly
erode interest earnings, so care-
fully monitor your balances and
account activity. Bouncing one less
check a month could save hun-
dreds of dollars a year.
- Pay down debt. Earning two per-
cent on savings is quickly offset by
interest paid on credit card bal-
ances carried forward, so always
try to pay more than the minimum
amount due.
- Review insurance policies. Shop
around for better car and
homeowner’s insurance rates; you
can always ask your current car-
rier to match better rates found
elsewhere. And consider raising
deductibles, which can save hun-
dreds of dollars.

- Avoid “retail therapy.” Before
hitting the mall, shop your own
closet for “had-to-have” outfits
still on their original hangers.
Check your pantry for duplicate
products as well.
- Save energy. Visit
www.energystar.gov for tips on
reducing home energy consump-
tion and to learn about relevant
rebates and tax credits.
- Drive your car an extra couple of
years. You’ll save thousands of
dollars on depreciation and reduce
your insurance premium.

For additional savings strate-
gies, visit America Saves
(www.americasaves.org). Another
good resource is Practical Money
Skills for Life,
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com).

‘Saving’ is the new economy’s ‘spending’
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The dogs had a history of
causing havoc in the neighbor-
hood.

“Some of the neighbors told
me those dogs had killed three
other animals in the area, two cats
and a Pomeranian. Apparently,
Animal Control had picked the
dogs up for those offenses. Twice
before, the owner paid a fine and
basically bonded the dogs out,” he
said.

When Animal Control took
the dogs for the third time, after
my wife’s attack, I called the City
to file an aggressive dog report. I
was told that wasn’t necessary, be-
cause the owner had already signed
the paperwork to have the dogs
euthanized, which was a relief. He
had a third dog that was also
euthanized.

Other dogs running at large in
the neighborhood have caused
problems as well.

“Then on Oct. 5, a couple of
large pit bulls from Jefferson St.
were out. Those dogs had been out
before and had been picked up be-
fore. They basically terrorized the
neighborhood. One of the dogs ran
home. Animal Control and the po-
lice were chasing the other dog
through the neighborhood trying to
capture it.

“The owner was told he
needed to turn the dogs over. And

those dogs have been euthanized.
“So that is five dogs within a

quarter mile that have been terror-
izing our neighborhood.

“My neighbors still walk with
clubs and sticks. One lady I know
carries a starter pistol. They are
terrified. We are trying to come up
with some way to alleviate the
problem of bad dog owners,” he
said.

Mr. Voss feels there should be
more strict ordinances governing
dogs.

“My suggestions are to make
it equal for everybody. If you own
a dog, you need to carry insurance.
If you own a home, you need to
contact your insurance agent and
let them know you have a dog. If
you don’t and your dog bites some-
body, you are not covered.

“I feel apartment owners
should be held libel if there is an
attack by a dog owned by their ten-
ants. That would cause the apart-
ment owners to make sure that the
people they allow to rent have in-
surance for their dogs.

“I am trying to get some teeth
into the ordinances to treat every-
one fairly. I want financial respon-
sibility to drive dog owner respon-
sibility,” he said.

“The City has an ordinance
that says residents have to register
their dogs. It costs $15. If the dog
is spayed or neutered, the cost is
$10. If the dog is spayed or neu-
tered and micro-chipped, it costs
$5. If you dog is not registered and
is picked up, there is a $50 fine.

“If you have a garage sale in
Irving and you don’t file for the
free permit, if the City comes
around with Code Enforcement, it
is a $250 fine.

“I am not as scared of a ga-
rage sale as I am of dogs.”

Every day the staff of Irving’s
Animal Services Department
works with at large and stray ani-
mals.

“I talked to Mr. Voss this
morning,” Fred Sanderson,
Irving’s Animal Service Manager,
said. “He said his corgis were at-

tacked a couple of weeks ago. He
never reported it to anybody
though.

“We track complaints by area
code. Mr. Voss didn’t call that in-
cident in when it happened, so how
would we be able to assist him?

“People need to call us, re-
gardless how trivial it is, when ani-
mals are at large. If there is an
owner, it is even better if you know
where the dog is coming from. I
think sometimes people are embar-
rassed to say this dog is coming
from this house. Often they will
just give us a block number. We
can fix it the best when we can go
right to the source, the animal own-
ers.

“Animals are the victims. The
owners have got to be responsible
for their animals being at large,”
he said.

Ordinances are in place to pro-
tect citizens, but the system relies
on people communicating with
Animal Services’ staff.

“If you compare us to other
cities, I don’t think we have an ex-
ceptional number of animals at
large. It is a common request. Your

neighbor’s animals get out. We call
them strays, but they are your
neighbor’s animals. You know
who they belong to just inform us,
and we will enforce our ordi-
nances. We do that very well,” Mr.
Sanderson said.

“Saying an animal is at large
and being attacked are two differ-
ent scenarios. People have a fear
of the larger breeds. Seeing a large
dog like a pit bull or Shepard loose
startles people.

“In Irving, we have a very
strict law. If your animal is at large,
off its premise, and it does a threat-
ening act or it attacks another ani-
mal or attacks a person, it can be
declared dangerous. That allows
me to order the animal destroyed
or out of the community. Pet own-
ers have the right to appeal my de-
cision to a municipal court judge.
We do some of those every month.

“Most of the citizens we en-
counter about 90 percent, we tell
them their dog is at large. They
correct it. We never see them again.

“The process is in place. We
just need the public’s help to re-
port stray animals.”

“My wife was bruised and her
shoulder was strained.”

While his wife took the in-
jured dog to the vet, Mr. Voss
found the dogs that had attacked
his family.

“I drove through the neighbor-
hood and spotted the dogs. I was
able to follow the dogs back to
where they resided on S. Delaware.
They were jumping on the win-
dows, the gate and the door trying
to get in. The door opened and the
dogs went running in.

“I knocked on the door and
asked the man who answered if the
dogs were his. He said yes. I told
him the dogs had just attacked my
wife and our dogs. The gentleman
said he was very sorry. And I hon-
estly believe he was truly sorry.

“I stopped by the next day and
showed him pictures of my dogs
after the attack. His kids were
there, and they looked at the pic-
tures. I showed him what the dogs
had done, and I showed him the
vet bill. To my surprise, he paid the
vet bill.

“I have respect for the guy, not
how he takes care of his dogs. At
least, he was sincere about the
apology, and he did the right thing.
When I picked up the check for the
vet bill, the dogs’ owner said he
was done with dogs.”

Continued from page 1

At  large  pets  menace  neighborhood

Safety tips: Loose and stray dogs
By the City of Irving

Animal Services
What to do when you see a loose dog:
- Call Animal Services at 972-721-2256 to report the location and
description. Provide the owner’s address if you know where he/
she lives.
- Never approach the dog.
- Do not chase after the dog.
- If the dog approaches you, do not move.
- Remain calm and quiet.
- When the dog loses interest, slowly walk away.
- Do not stare directly into the dog’s eyes.
- Never tease or hit a dog, or pull its ears, tail or feet.
- Do not approach a sleeping dog.
- Do not hand over fences or put your hands through fence open-
ings.

As a precautionary measure against disease, the State of Texas con-
siders anything that breaks the skin to be a bite. Dogs are more
likely to bit when:
- Anxious or afraid.
- Protecting their property or family.
- Sick or hurt.
- Eating or sleeping.
- A mother dog is protecting her puppies.

If you are bitten by a dog:
- Contact Animal Services immediately at 972-721-2256.
- Thoroughly wash the wound with soap and water.
- Seek medical attention if necessary.

Women with breast cancer have
an increased risk of developing
melanoma, the deadliest form of skin
cancer, and women with melanoma
are at a higher risk for developing
breast cancer.

There is a strong association be-
tween breast cancer and melanoma,
according to a recent study published
in the Irish Journal of Medical
Science. While earlier studies have
noted a link between the two malig-
nancies, this is the first time re-
searchers explicitly advised doctors
to monitor breast cancer patients for

signs of melanoma, and vice versa.
Investigators led by Photobiolo-

gist Gillian M. Murphy, MD, a mem-
ber of The Skin Cancer Foundation’s
International Advisory Council, ex-
amined the 6788 cases of melanoma
and 27,597 cases of breast carcinoma
between 1994 and 2007 documented
in Ireland’s National Cancer
Registry. They mathematically de-
termined that if there was no statis-
tically significant relationship be-
tween the two, 30-35 patients could
be expected to have both malignan-
cies. Instead, there were 127.

”In general, patients with mela-
noma or other skin cancers are al-
ways at higher risk of developing
other malignancies,” Dr. Murphy
said. “But this is about a fourfold
increase, which raises the possibil-
ity of a genetic predisposition link-
ing the two cancers.”

The Irish Journal of Medical
Science study corroborates the find-
ings of journals such as Annals of
Oncology and Breast Cancer Re-
search and Treatment, which re-
ported that breast cancer patients
have between 1.4 and 2.7 times the

risk of developing melanoma. In
addition, The International Journal
of Cancer noted that female mela-
noma patients have a 1.4 times
greater chance of developing breast
cancer.

”All of these studies reinforce
the importance of routine breast can-
cer exams for melanoma patients and
annual skin exams for breast cancer
survivors,” said Perry Robins, MD,
President of The Skin Cancer Foun-
dation. “It is particularly alarming
for young women as melanoma rates
are increasing rapidly among this

demographic.”
Melanoma is the most common

form of cancer for young adults 25-
29 years old. Women under the age
of 39 have a higher probability of
developing melanoma than any other
cancer except breast cancer.

High-risk patients should un-
dergo an annual full-body skin
screening by a physician. And self-
exams are important, coupled with
the practice of sun protection meth-
ods. Self-examination can alert you
to changes in the skin and aid in the
early detection of skin cancer.

New link between breast cancer and melanoma

Resting comfortably, the Voss family’s pet, Ivan, recoperates from
his injuries.
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Buying or Selling a Home -
Call Now!

Masters III
David Patterson

REALTOR

davidp@remax.net
www.davidp.remax.com469.231.7793

Ask about $8,000 First Time Home Buyer Tax Credit

You can bet your “Bottom Dollar”
we have low prices!!!

We are open 7 days a week!!
We accept CASH ONLY!

Located at:
751 N BRITAIN RD
IRVING, TX  75061
972 - 523 - 0568

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

If you are looking for it we most likely have it or just ask!!!

PARK GROVE SQUARE
2957 PARK SQUARE DRIVE

IRVING, TX 75060
972-790-9704

$149.00* MOVE IN

One, Two, & Three Bedroom Apartment Homes
Spacious floorplans, ceiling fans, ample parking, great location,

Easy access to Lone Star Park, Cowboys Stadium, Six Flags,
Ranger Stadium, Hurricane Harbor, Grand Prairie Air Hogs, &

Nokia Theatre. Great shopping, restaurants, & City parks.

*ADDITIONAL FEES MAY APPLY*                 (limited availability)

*All approved leases from
October 1st thru November 15th will be

eligible for a chance to win 2 TICKETS
to see the DALLAS COWBOYS face off
against the Washington Redskins and a

FREE PARKING PASS!

*Come view an apartment and lease the
same day to receive an extra chance to see

“DA’ BOYS”

Dallas Area Rapid Transit
Board (DART) members recently
elected Irving member John Dan-
ish vice chair of the DART Board
of Directors.

Danish was appointed to the
DART Board in 2005. An attorney
in private practice, Danish is a
former Irving City Councilman,
deputy mayor pro tem, and former
chairman of the Irving Planning
and Zoning Commission. He holds

an undergraduate degree from
Wheaton College in Illinois and a
law degree from Southern Meth-
odist University.

Dallas businessman William
(Bill) Velasco was elected the new
chairman of the DART Board of
Directors. Velasco has served on
the board since 2001.

He is the owner of Velasco Tax
and Insurance of Dallas and most
recently served the board as vice

chair of the Administration, Audit,
and Revenue committees and
many others. Active in the commu-
nity, he is past president of La Calle
Diez Community Corp., a found-
ing member of the Winnetka
Heights Historical District and the
Oak Cliff Development Corp. He
is a past member of the Board of
Directors of Dallas CAN! Acad-
emy and is currently on the Oak
Cliff Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors. He is a gradu-
ate of Texas A & M University in
College Station.

Dallas member Scott Carlson
was elected secretary. Plano mem-
ber Loretta Ellerbe was elected as-
sistant secretary. Officers serve
one-year terms.

Carlson was appointed to the
board in 2003. He is an attorney in
private practice and currently
serves as chair of the Operations

Driven by nearly 100 bank
failures so far this year, mortgage-
related failures and closings have
already exceeded the total for all
of last year and are within two fail-
ures of a record.

From Jan. 1 through Oct. 2,
there have been 164 mortgage-re-
lated firms that have either col-
lapsed or been shut down, accord-
ing to the Mortgage Graveyard, a
journal of failed lenders that is
maintained by MortgageDaily
.com.

During all of 2008, a revised
124 mortgage-related firms either
failed or were closed down.

The increased activity is at-

tributable to a burst of bank fail-
ures. As of Friday, 98 federally in-
sured institutions have failed this
year nearly 300 percent higher than
in all of 2008.

The number of mortgage-re-
lated closings in 2007 was a re-
vised 165, the highest level since
MortgageDaily.com began track-
ing failed lenders in 1998. But
2007’s activity included only three
banks.

Among this year’s biggest
failures have been BankUnited,
FSB, which failed in May; Guar-
anty Bank, which was seized in
August; and Taylor, Bean and
Whitaker Mortgage Corp., which

collapsed after it was suspended by
FHA, Freddie Mac and Ginnie
Mae in August.

”We are likely to see 2009’s
mortgage-related closings rise to
more than 200 firms by the end of
the year,” said MortgageDaily.com
Founder and Publisher Sam
Garcia. “Based on the rising num-
ber of regulatory orders being is-
sued against financial institutions
— the pace of bank failures is
likely to get worse before improv-
ing.”

Last month, MortgageDaily
.com tracked more than 100 regu-
latory actions against U.S. finan-
cial institutions including 56 cease-
and-desist orders and 27 removal-
and-prohibition orders.

Because of the rapid pace of
bank failures, the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, which in-
sures bank deposits, is proposing
to collect three years of risk-based
assessments in advance this year
so that its Deposit Insurance Fund
has enough capital to handle up-
coming failures.

Complete details about all
failed companies are available at:
w w w. M o r t g a g e D a i l y. c o m /
MortgageGraveyard.asp?spcode=pr.

Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc., Sava Holdings,
Ltd. and Aquila Lodging, LLC,
recently announced the opening of
Element Dallas Fort Worth Airport
North in Irving, the sixth Element
hotel to open globally and the sec-
ond in Texas.

“Every aspect of Element Dal-
las Fort Worth Airport North is de-
signed to help guests recharge and
be at their best while they are trav-
eling,” said Brian McGuinness,

Banks failures drive record
mortgage-related closings

DART elects new members to the Board of Directors
committee of the board. He has
served as chair of a number of
other committees during his DART
tenure. He holds a B.S. in civil en-
gineering from Texas Tech Univer-
sity and a law degree from South-
ern Methodist University.

Ellerbe was appointed in 2008
by the Plano City Council. A
former member of the Plano City
Council, she is a member of the
Administrative, Ethics, Operations
and Revenue committees.

Senior Vice President, Specialty
Select Brands for Starwood. “Our
guests will be able to experience a
whole new perspective on longer
stay travel, while enjoying easy
access to the leading businesses,
and the best shopping, dining and
recreation in the Dallas metro
area.”

To commemorate the official
opening of the property, Element
held a “vine cutting” ceremony
today with key elected officials,

civic and business leaders, hotel
ownership, staff and the commu-
nity. Irving Mayor Herbert Gears
presented the hotel with a procla-
mation, and Maura Gast with the
Dallas Convention and Visitors
also made remarks.

“The Element Dallas Fort
Worth Airport North provides trav-
elers with a new eco-friendly al-
ternative for extended stays, in-
cluding the benefit of easy access
to DFW International Airport and

other Metroplex attractions,” said
Suhas Naik, principal of Sava
Holdings, Ltd. “I am confident that
our exceptional staff, coupled with
our unparalleled first-class accom-

Element Dallas provides eco-chic travel
modations and unique eco-friendly
and healthy lifestyle offerings, will
deliver a superior guest experience
for both business and leisure trav-
elers visiting our hotel.”

The Vine Cutting Ceremony included Mayor Herbert Gears;
Marlon Whyte; Ash Ranchhod; Avnish Shah.; Ajay Kothari; Maura
Gast and Suhas Naik.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

The Irving Rambler is accepting
donations of musical instruments
for both
! ! ! ! ! Irving Independent School

   District
! ! ! ! ! The Salvation Army

to provide to kids participating in
their music programs. We will ac-
cept any band or orchestra equip-
ment  including drum sticks, saxo-
phones, guitars, violins, recorders,
etc.

If you have a band, orchestra or other musical
instrument you would like to donate to a music
program, call 972-870-1992 to arrange for someone
to pick up the instrument, or drop it off at The
Salvation Army Irving, 250 E. Grauwyler Rd,
Irving. You can also bring the instrument to The
Irving Rambler, 625 S. Rogers, Irving.

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS &

EQUIPMENT

The need for musical instruments has also impacted The
Salvation Army Irving’s School of Performing Arts (SPA).
During the past three years, SPA has provided instruction
for children learning to play piano, drum, and guitar.
Donations of keyboards, drums, and guitars. will allow
students to take them home to practice during the week.

Salvation Army
School of Performing Arts

Due to the unexpected increase of students entering band
and orchestra, the Irving Independent School district has
a temporary shortfall of instruments for students. As of
Sep. 9, Lamar Middle School was short about 30
instruments while the other the middle schools were short
about a dozen instruments each. After the article ran in
the Sep. 12th issue of The Irving Rambler, a clarinet and a
recorder were donated. Please look in your closets, and
donate your old instruments that are collecting dust, so
child can receive the instrument and enjoy the opportunity
to develop musically.

Irving Independent School District

WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED

difficult to attract productions to
Irving.

“One of the ways we were
able to attract this show specifi-
cally to Irving was because of
Mayor Gears’ willingness to be the
Mayor with no limiting beliefs.
And the ability to greet this pro-
duction with open arms. Some
mayors don’t open their doors to
film production. They don’t under-
stand the industry. Mayor Gears
realized the benefits of bringing
production here to Irving,” he said.

“This production will prob-
ably spend $17 million here in the

local economy. It will probably
create around 250 new jobs.”

Things are in full swing at The
Studios at Las Colinas.

“It has taken about two
months to build the sets. The pro-
duction will be here until January.
If the show is successful, they will
be here longer. We are hoping the
show is very successful, people are
watching and it is an important
show.

“It is also pretty amazing that
we have Dallas playing LA. I don’t
know of a case where tha.t has hap-
pened. Normally if the setting is
L.A., they are shooting in L.A.
Usually productions come to Dal-
las, because they want the Dallas
location and want to play Dallas
like Walker,” Mr. Muller said.

“We are totally booked right
now. We are the busiest studio in
the state of Texas for this caliber
of production being totally booked
in a down economy, which is pretty
amazing.

“We are very excited here at
the studios to have a big show like
this. The cast is a young, ensemble
group. There is really good syn-
ergy out here. It is a very creative
environment. I have been out here
for almost nine years, and I haven’t
felt this much excitement about a
show and a subject that seems to
be going in the right direction in a
long time.

“I am very pleased that Fox
has made the decision to be here
in Irving and at the Studios. All
positive things are really coming
out of this.”

The Deep End is being filmed
on a closed set, which means visi-
tors are not allowed. The Studio at
Las Colinas is not offering any
public tours at this time.

People interested in being ex-
tras can go to the Dallas Film Com-
mission at www.filmdfw.com. Fol-
low the directions under the Pro-
duction Hotline to get information
on how to become an extra or any
other available positions.

Continued from page 1

Production turns
Dallas into L.A.

Celanese Corporation, a lead-
ing, global chemical company, re-
cently announced it presented a
donation check in the amount of
$250,650 to the United Way of
Metropolitan Dallas (UWMD) as
a result of its second annual
Celanese-United Way golf
fundraiser. This annual Celanese
event kicks off the company’s lo-
cal 2009 United Way fundraising
campaign for the Dallas-based glo-
bal chemical manufacturer.

Supported by 65 different sup-
pliers and partners, as well as nu-
merous Dallas-area Celanese em-
ployees, the second annual
Celanese charitable golf event re-
sulted in a 22 percent year-over-
year donation increase to United
Way from the company’s 2008 golf
fundraising effort.

“In the face of a difficult eco-
nomic environment, I am very
pleased with the excellent start to
our 2009 United Way fundraising
efforts as represented by our chari-
table golf event and the successful
launch of our 2009 corporate giv-
ing campaign,” said Jay Townsend,
Senior Vice President, Celanese.
“With health and human service
demand increases of up to 40 per-
cent seen by UWMD partner agen-
cies compared to last year, this
donation will help United Way re-
spond to our local needs during
these critical times. For this and
many other factors, we are pleased
that our increased efforts and do-
nations help meet these needs.”

“We are grateful for the gen-
erous donation and stellar perfor-
mance of Celanese and its employ-

ees, partners and suppliers who
stand firm with us during these
challenging times to ensure local
families are equipped with the
building blocks for a successful
life,” said Gary Godsey, United
Way of Metropolitan Dallas
(UWMD) President and CEO.
“Celanese is a true partner in our
effort to encourage others to live
united. As Celanese has shown
year after year, everyone can lend
a hand and Give, Advocate or Vol-
unteer today.”

“Celanese’s vision to become
the premier chemical company in-
cludes a commitment to give back
to the communities where we live
and operate. United Way has long
been a part of Celanese’s programs
to give back to our communities
in the United States, particularly in

the greater Dallas area, and we are
pleased to be recognized by the
United Way of Metropolitan Dal-
las for our record-setting cam-
paigns and the methods we use to

The Carrollton-Farmers
Branch Independent School Dis-
trict is proud to announce that
Gabrielle Custard, Ranchview
High School senior, and Alethea
Atkins, Newman Smith High

Golf event raises funds for United Way
increase our giving and participa-
tion year-over-year,” said Dave
Weidman, Celanese Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer.

C-FB ISD announces C-FB ISD announces C-FB ISD announces C-FB ISD announces C-FB ISD announces Achievement ScholarsAchievement ScholarsAchievement ScholarsAchievement ScholarsAchievement Scholars
School senior, are 2010 Achieve-
ment Scholarship Honorees. 

The National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation announced the
1,600 Black American high school

seniors who have been designated
Semifinalists and Outstanding Par-
ticipants in the 46th annual National
Achievement Scholarship Pro-
gram.

Five IISD seniors earned the
Commended Students in the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.

Seniors selected as Commended
Students are: Pearl Choi,
MacArthur; Andrew Ellington,
MacArthur; Max Savage,
MacArthur; Silvana Torres, Nimitz;
and Mauricio Valdovinos, Nimitz.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are be-
ing recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. They placed
among the top five percent of more
than 1.4 million students who en-
tered this year’s competition.

CommendedCommendedCommendedCommendedCommended
StatusStatusStatusStatusStatus
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OBITUARIES

“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

DOUGLAS STUART
SAMPSON

Douglas Stuart Sampson, IV of
Naples, Florida, passed away on
Thursday, October 8, 2009. He was
born in Irving, on April 25, 1965.
A funeral service was held at
Brown’s Memorial Chapel, Thurs-
day, October 15, 2009.  Interment
followed at Haley Cemetery.

JOHN
A. KUHN

John A. Kuhn of Tucson, AZ, for-
merly of Irving, passed away Oct.
6, 2009. He was born Dec. 13,

1925 in Pana, IL. A Rosary was
held Oct. 9, 2009 at Brown’s Me-
morial Funeral Home. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated
Oct. 10, 2009 at Holy Family of
Nazareth Catholic Church with
interment at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens.

LUCILLE
R. HARRIS

Lucille R. Harris, of Irving, passed
away Monday, October 12, 2009.
She was born November 19, 1919
in Ledy, Oklahoma.  Graveside
services were held at 10 AM

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 at
Laurel Land Memorial Park in
Dallas. Arrangements made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

M. MOZELL
BURNS

M. Mozell Burns, age 87, of  Irv-
ing, died Tuesday, October 13,
2009 at home. She was born Feb-
ruary 17, 1922 in McKinney, TX.
Visitation was 6-8 p.m., Thursday.
Service was 2 p.m., Friday, Octo-
ber 16 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Interment at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving.

Provided by Marisa Lubeck
Five giant non-native snake

species would pose high risks to
the health of ecosystems in the
United States should they become
established here, according to a
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
report.

The USGS report details the
risks of nine non-native boa, ana-
conda and python species that are
invasive or potentially invasive in
the United States. Because all nine
species share characteristics asso-
ciated with greater risks, none was
found to be a low ecological risk.
Two of these species are docu-
mented as reproducing in the wild
in South Florida, with population
estimates for Burmese pythons in
the tens of thousands.

Based on the biology and
known natural history of the giant
constrictors, individuals of some
species may also pose a small risk
to people, although most snakes
would not be large enough to con-
sider a person as suitable prey.
Mature individuals of the largest
species, Burmese, reticulated, and
northern and southern African py-

thons, have been documented as
attacking and killing people in the
wild in their native range, though
such unprovoked attacks appear to
be quite rare. The snake most as-
sociated with unprovoked human
fatalities in the wild is the reticu-
lated python. The situation with
human risk is similar to that expe-
rienced with alligators: attacks in
the wild are improbable but pos-
sible.

“This report clearly reveals
that these giant snakes threaten to
destabilize some of our most pre-
cious ecosystems and parks, pri-
marily through predation on vul-
nerable native species,” said Dr.
Robert Reed, a coauthor of the re-
port and a USGS invasive species
scientist and herpetologist.

High-risk species, Burmese
pythons, northern and southern Af-
rican pythons, boa constrictors and
yellow anacondas, put larger por-
tions of the U.S. mainland at risk,
constitute a greater ecological
threat, or are more common in
trade and commerce. Medium-risk
species, reticulated python,
Deschauensee’s anaconda, green

anaconda and Beni anaconda, con-
stitute lesser threats in these areas,
but still are potentially serious
threats.

The USGS scientists who
authored the report emphasized
that native U.S. birds, mammals,
and reptiles in areas of potential
invasion have never had to deal
with huge predatory snakes before
individuals of the largest three spe-
cies reach lengths of more than 20
feet and upwards of 200 pounds.
The reticulated python is the
world’s longest snake, and the
green anaconda is the heaviest
snake. Both species have been
found in the wild in South Florida,
although breeding populations are
not yet confirmed for either.

Breeding populations have
been confirmed in South Florida
for Burmese pythons and the boa
constrictor, and there is strong evi-
dence that the northern African
python may have a breeding popu-
lation in the wild as well.

“Compounding their risk to
native species and ecosystems is
that these snakes mature early, pro-
duce large numbers of offspring,
travel long distances, and have
broad diets that allow them to eat
most native birds and mammals,”
said Dr. Gordon Rodda, a USGS
scientist at the Fort Collins Science
Center and the other coauthor of

the report.
In addition, he said, most of

these snakes can inhabit a variety
of habitats and are quite tolerant
of urban or suburban areas. Boa
constrictors and northern African
pythons, for example, already live
wild in the Miami metropolitan
area.

The report notes that there are
no control tools yet that seem ad-
equate for eradicating an estab-
lished population of giant snakes
once they have spread over a large
area. Making the task of eradica-
tion more difficult is that in the
wild these snakes are extremely
difficult to find since their camou-
flaged coloration enables them to
blend in well with their surround-
ings.   

“We have a cautionary tale
with the American island of Guam
and the brown treesnake,” said
Reed. “Within 40 years of its ar-
rival, this invasive snake has deci-
mated the island’s native wildlife.
Ten of Guam’s 12 native forest
birds, one of its two bat species,
and about half of its native lizards
are gone. The python introduction
to Florida is so recent that the tally
of ecological damage cannot yet be
made.”

USGS researchers used the
best available science to forecast
areas of the country most at risk of

invasion by these giant snakes.
Based on climate alone, many of
the species would be limited to the
warmest areas of the United States,
including parts of Florida, extreme
south Texas, Hawaii, and
America’s tropical islands, such as
Puerto Rico, Guam, and other Pa-
cific islands. For a few species,
however, larger areas of the conti-
nental United States appear to ex-
hibit suitable climatic conditions.
For example, much of the south-
ern U.S. climatic conditions are
similar to those experienced by the
Burmese python in its native range.
However, many factors other than
climate alone can influence
whether a species can establish a
population in a particular location.

The Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Park Service will
use the report to assist in further
development of management ac-
tions concerning the snakes when
and where these species appear in
the wild. In addition, the risk as-
sessment will provide current, sci-
ence-based information for man-
agement authorities to evaluate
prospective regulations that might
prevent further colonization of the
U.S. by these snakes. The 300-
page report provides a comprehen-
sive review of the biology of these
species as well as the risk assess-
ment.

Report documents the risks of giant invasive snakes in the U.S

Provided by Jessica Jacobsen
Relying on an independent

study by the Institute of Medicine,
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric
K. Shinseki decided to establish a
service-connection for Vietnam
Veterans with three specific ill-
nesses based on the latest evidence
of an association with the herbi-
cides referred to Agent Orange.

The illnesses affected by the
recent decision are B cell leuke-
mias, such as hairy cell leukemia;
Parkinson’s disease; and ischemic

 heart disease.
Used in Vietnam to defoliate

trees and remove concealment for
the enemy, Agent Orange left a
legacy of suffering and disability
that continues to the present. Be-
tween January 1965 and April
1970, an estimated 2.6 million
military personnel who served in
Vietnam were potentially exposed
to sprayed Agent Orange.

In practical terms, Veterans
who served in Vietnam during the
war and who have a “presumed”

illness don’t have to prove an as-
sociation between their illnesses
and their military service. This
“presumption” simplifies and
speeds up the application process
for benefits.

The Secretary’s decision
brings to 15 the number of pre-
sumed illnesses recognized by the
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

“We must do better reviews of
illnesses that may be connected to
service, and we will,” Shinseki
said. “Veterans who endure health

problems deserve timely decisions
based on solid evidence.”

Other illnesses previously rec-
ognized under VA’s “presumption”
rule caused by exposure to herbi-
cides during the Vietnam War are:
Acute and Subacute Transient Pe-
ripheral Neuropathy
AL Amyloidosis
Chloracne
Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia
Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2)
Hodgkin’s Disease
Multiple Myeloma

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Porphyria Cutanea Tarda
Prostate Cancer
Respiratory Cancers, and
Soft Tissue Sarcoma (other than
Osteosarcoma, Chondrosarcoma,
Kaposi’s sarcoma, or Mesothe-
lioma).

For more information about
Agent Orange and VA’s services
and programs for Veterans exposed
to the chemical , visit
www.publichealth.va.gov/expo-
sures/agentorange.

VA extends “Agent Orange” benefits to veterans
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In a letter presented to Irving
ISD Board of Trustees President
Jerry Christian on March 23,
Singley announced his resignation
and retirement following 44 years
of service in public education, all
within Irving ISD.

Arrangements are being coor-
dinated by Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home, located at 606 W.
Airport Freeway in Irving. The
Singley family requested dona-
tions to the Irving Schools Foun-
dation in lieu of flowers.

Singley’s legacy lives on in IISD
During his tenure, the district

increased from 2,308 employees in
1988 to more than 4,177. Peak en-
rollment grew from 21,887 to ap-
proximately 33,233 students, and

received the Texas and National
Congress of Parents and Teachers
Associations Life Membership
Awards and the Boy Scouts of
America Silver Beaver Award. In
2002, he was named the 2002-
2003 Region 10 Superintendent of
the Year.

Singley earned his Bachelor
of Science and Master of Educa-
tion degrees from Texas A&M
University with majors in math-
ematics and school administration.
He has done post-graduate work in
school administration at the Uni-
versity of North Texas where he
obtained his Superintendent’s Pro-
fessional Certificate.

Singley’s wife, Carolyn, re-
tired from her position as English
teacher at MacArthur in June 2004,
and their two children are gradu-
ates of Irving High School. Their
daughter, Ryn, is a graduate of
UCLA and lives in Oakland, CA.
The Singleys’ son, Brandt, is a
graduate of University of Texas at
Arlington and University of Texas
at Austin, and is employed with
Lewisville ISD as a middle school
teacher.

Jack E. Singley, former super-
intendent of Irving ISD for 21
years, died at his home Oct. 11.

Singley joined Irving ISD in
1965 as math teacher at MacArthur
High School.
From 1965 to
1988 he served as
teacher, principal,
personnel direc-
tor, and assistant
superintendent for
administration.
He was appointed
Superintendent of
Schools in Octo-
ber 1988 and was
one of the longest-
serving school su-
perintendents in
Texas.

Since Singley became super-
intendent, eight schools have been
added to the district: Gilbert El-
ementary School, Townsell El-
ementary School, Stipes Elemen-
tary School, de Zavala Middle
School, The Academy of Irving
ISD, Clifton Early Childhood
School, Kinkeade Early Childhood
School, and Pierce Early Child-
hood School.

approximate ly
30,000 students
graduated from
IISD high
schools.

Singley was
a member of the
Texas Association
of School Admin-
istrators, Ameri-
can Association
of School Admin-
istrators, National
Association of
Secondary School
Principals, North

Texas Schoolmaster’s Association,
Association of Texas Professional
Educators, Texas State Teachers
Association, and Irving Retired
Teachers Association.

An active member of the Irv-
ing community, Singley was a
member of the Irving Rotary Club,
a sustaining member of the Irving
YMCA and the Boy Scouts of
America Circle Ten Council. He

Gravity defying music fills the Carpenter Performance hall as Director Hector Guzman leads the Irving Symphony Orchestra during
Sonic Flight, the orchestra’s season opening concert. Overhead aerial artists accompanied the orchestra’s performance.

Performance inspires flights of fancy

The College Board recognized
110 Irving ISD students with the des-
ignation of Advanced Placement
(AP) Scholar in recognition of ex-
ceptional achievement on college
level AP exams taken in May 2009.

About 18 percent of more than
1.6 million high school students who
took AP exams performed at a high
enough level to merit recognition at
AP Scholars. IISD has seen an aver-
age increase in the number of AP
Scholars in recent years. In 2006, 98
students in IISD were named AP
Scholars, followed by 93 in 2007,
107 in 2008, and 110 in 2009.

The College Board recognizes
several levels of achievement based
on students’ performance on AP ex-
ams. AP exams are graded on a scale
of one to five, with five being the
highest grade. To qualify as AP
Scholar, students must complete
three or more AP exams with grades
of three or higher. To qualify as AP
Scholar with Honor, students must
earn an average grade of at least 3.25
on all AP exams taken, and grades
of 3 or higher on four or more of
these exams. To qualify as AP
Scholar with Distinction, students
must earn an average grade of at least
3.5 on all AP exams taken and grades
of three or higher on five or more
exams. To qualify as National AP
Scholar, students must earn an aver-
age grade of four or higher on all AP
exams taken and grades of four or
higher on eight or more exams.

Through 37 different college-
level courses and exams, AP pro-
vides students with the opportunity
to earn college credit or advanced
placement, and to stand out in the
college application process. With
each exam developed by a commit-
tee of college and university faculty
and AP teachers, students are en-
sured they receive exams aligned
with the same standards expected in
college courses. Research consis-
tently shows that AP students who
score a three or higher on AP exams,
typically experience greater aca-
demic success in college, as well as
higher graduation rates than students
who do not participate.

For a complete list of Irving ISD
AP Scholars, access
w w w. i r v i n g i s d . n e t / a r t i c l e s /
AP2009.htm.

AP ScholarAP ScholarAP ScholarAP ScholarAP Scholar
record brokrecord brokrecord brokrecord brokrecord brokenenenenen
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North
Texas Film Critics Association
(NTFCA) and hosts the weekly syn-
dicated Indie Rock Radio Show
Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional
reviews and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The
Irving Rambler, the publisher, edi-
tor, or any staff member.

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines?

PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

* WHERE THE WILD
THINGS ARE    PG

12:20    1:20    2:45    3:45    5:10
7:00    7:35    9:25    10:00

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF
MEATBALLS 2D    PG

12:30    4:30    6:40    9:00
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN    R

1:35    4:40    7:15    9:50
* THE STEPFATHER    PG13

1:55    5:00    7:40    10:10
# COUPLES RETREAT    PG13

1:45    4:20    7:05    9:45

WHIP IT    PG13
1:10    3:55    6:50    9:30
SURROGATES    PG13

12:35    3:00    5:25    7:50    10:05
FAME    PG

1:30    4:00    6:35    9:05
ZOMBIELAND    R

12:25    2:50    5:15    7:45    10:00
INFORMANT    R

1:25    4:10    7:20    9:55
LOVE HAPPENS    PG13
12:40    3:40    6:55    9:30

INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS    R
1:10    4:50    8:05

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each
row across, each column down and each small 9 box suare con-

tains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Weekly SUDOKU

By Matt Mungle
Title: More than a Game
Rated: PG

More than a Game is more than
a movie about basketball. Sure it
documents LaBron James and the
fab 5 from their humble beginnings
as Ohio sixth graders through their
senior year as one of the top High
School basketball teams in the na-
tion, but it has a depth and story that
stretches far beyond the sports arena.
I am not a basketball fan, and I know
little about the sport, yet I found this
to be one of the most poignant and
intriguing stories I have seen in the
realm of feel good sports flicks.

Writer/Director Kristopher
Belman worked seven years on this
piece and combines early footage of
local news and sports elements with
behind the scene interviews and in-
depth character studies on each of
these talented guys. Again, this is not
so much a sports story as a human
interest story. Four young men from
near impoverished backgrounds and
broken homes come together and
create an off the court bond of
friendship that propels them through
High School and into the future.
They are led by Coach Dru Joyce a
man who sacrificed much to help his
own son follow his dream of play-
ing basketball. This movie is as much
or more about Joyce’s journey as it
is about LeBron and his teammates.
Joyce desires for them to become
men of substance rather than simply
basketball stars. A lesson not easily
taught, but one Joyce diligently
strives for.

Sports fans will find this film
fantastic in that it expertly chronicles
the team from start to finish. Lots of
trivia, archived footage and well ed-
ited clips make this an intriguing and
fast paced look at the early life of
James. Documentary buffs will ap-
preciate the film for its attention to
the art of filmmaking. It weaves each
person’s story throughout the film
creating not just a fact finding mis-

sion but a moving portrait of the
human life and spirit. Those who just
want a good movie will not feel left
out either. Belman writes his film in
a way that would seem like fiction.
The story arcs of each character are
edited in a way that builds up ex-
citement and you can’t wait to see
how everything turns out. Some of
it seems too amazing to be true, yet
that is the part of the documentary
that moves you to cheers as well as
tears.

More than a Game is rated PG
for brief mild language and inciden-
tal smoking. This is a film that the
whole family can go and benefit
from as they enjoy it. If there ever
was an amazing father and son film
opportunity this is it. It is teaming
with subjects that will inspire con-
versation and get men young and old
to think about what truly matters in
life and family. There are many life
metaphors in the sports arena and

rarely are they captured in a way that
speaks directly to the young teenage
boys of today. This film does that in
a way they can relate to through a
young man who is at the forefront
of sports and idolized by many. I
give it 5 out of 5 3-pointers. It works
on every level and does not elimi-
nate certain viewers. Everyone can
and will take something from this.
So says Matt Mungle.

More than a Game is more
than just a sports flick

By Matt Mungle
Title: Where the Wild Things Are
Rated: PG

Earlier this month the new KISS
music CD was released, and I ran
right out and bought it. Not because
I expected stellar tunes, but instead
because of what the band means to
me and my childhood memories. I
grew up listening to these guys. My
first birthday present I remember
vividly as one of their albums. So to
me they represent my adolescence
and a simpler time. I feel like the new
film, Where the Wild Things Are will
have the same appeal to those who
grew up reading the book and lov-
ing the story. It is something they
will adore, not because it is a great
film, but what it represents to them.

There has been a lot of buzz
about this new fantasy-adventure
from Director Spike Jonze. Based on
the beloved children’s book by
Maurice Sendak Where the Wild
Things Are tells the story of a imagi-
native young lad named Max who
escapes the emotional struggles of
home for a place called Monster Is-
land. There he is made king of the
wild things and expected to bring
them joy and peace. What Max soon

discovers is that there is a lot of pres-
sure and responsibility in that task.
When not running amuck and build-
ing huge cavernous fortresses with
his new, large, furry friends he
mainly tries not to be eaten. Other
than that, nothing really happens in
this movie on the surface. It is in go-
ing deeper that you get anything
from it.

Never having read the book, I
struggled to find a way to bond with
Max and his bits of rage and wild-
ness. My first thought was why
hasn’t someone busted his tail and
made him act like a civilized human
being. Coming from a broken home
and being ignored by an older sib-
ling is not cause for destruction.

I am the first to commend the
freedom of creativity and explora-
tion in kids, but I think there has to
be a balance of respect and respon-
sibility for actions there too. Max has
none of that. So I didn’t like this little
hellion from the get go, and that
made it hard to find the joy in his
adventures or sympathize with his
situation. That said, I found this to
be a dark story, and one that I en-
joyed delving into. The monsters on
Monster Island each obviously rep-
resent an aspect of Max’s personal-
ity as well as members of his fam-
ily. Maybe I put way too much

thought into it, but that was honestly
the only way I could take anything
from it. I had to make it a cerebral
film, or I would be left with just a
shallow story and an unpleasant
tyke.

What worked for me? The mon-
sters are the foundation of this film
regardless of the direction you go
into it. Voiced by strong, recogniz-
able names (James Gandolfini, Paul
Dano, Catherine O’Hara, Forest
Whitaker, and Chris Cooper) the
monsters are a mix of good and evil.
Even though at times they have a
Kuala bear cuddliness about them,
you get a sense that just below the
surface is a danger that can quickly
destroy you. The look too of these
creatures was amazing due in part to
Jim Henson’s Creature Shop.
Henson defined the art of large pup-
pets and they add a dimension to this
film that is at time wonderfully cap-
tivating.

Where the Wild Things Are is
rated PG for mild thematic elements,
some adventure action and brief lan-
guage. Though most will watch this
with no issue, I have to wonder if
some of the scenes might be a bit
frightening for your really young
film goers. There are times when the
monsters turn on Max, and there is
nothing cute about it. They are sin-

ister in their intentions. Other than
that and the concern that your kid
might get the idea that destructive-
ness should be rewarded, you will
have no worry with content. I have
a hard time ranking this film. I per-
sonally give it only 3 out

of 5 dirt clods. But, I really like my
KISS CD and have a feeling that
those who have a pre-bond with this
story will love the movie immensely.
For the rest of you, good luck. So
says Matt Mungle.

Wild Things; you make some things groovy
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A total of 457 fatal work inju-
ries were recorded in Texas during
20081, a decrease of 71 cases from
2007, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor. Regional Commis-
sioner Stanley W. Suchman noted
that this was the lowest number of
work-related fatalities since 2004
and well below the series high of 572
registered in 2000.

The most frequent events lead-
ing to workplace fatalities in Texas
in 2008 were highway incidents
(137), homicides (55), falls to a
lower level (53), and being struck by
an object or equipment (42).

Combined, these four events2
accounted for 63 percent of all work-
related fatalities in the State.

Highway incidents remained
the most frequent type of fatal work-
place event for both the State and the
nation in 2008. In Texas, highway
incidents have led all other fatal
events since 1994. The 137 fatal in-
juries resulting from highway inci-
dents in Texas accounted for 30 per-
cent of the State’s total workrelated
fatalities in 2008. Nationally, this
fatal event has led all others since
the program’s inception in 1992 and
accounted for 23 percent of work-
related deaths in 2008.

Work-related homicides in
Texas accounted for 55 fatalities in
2008, a decline of 15 from the pre-
vious year. The 2008 level was
above the numbers registered from
2004 to 2006, but was less than half
the peak of 113 reached in 1993.

Work-related homicides accounted
for 12 percent of on-the-job deaths
statewide and 10 percent nationally.

Occupational fatalities resulting
from falls to a lower level also de-
creased in 2008 accounting for 53
deaths, down from 72 in 2007. Falls
to a lower level represented 12 per-
cent of all workplace fatalities in
Texas; this event accounted for 11
percent of the national total. Forty-
two fatalities in Texas resulted from
workers being struck by an object or
equipment in 2008, the lowest level
since 2002 when 38 were recorded.
These types of fatal work injuries
accounted for 9 percent of on-the-
job fatalities in the State and 10 per-
cent in the nation in 2008. Four other
events each accounted for 4 percent
or more of all workplace fatalities
in Texas. These included being
struck by a vehicle or mobile equip-
ment (31 deaths), fires and explo-
sions (23), being caught in or com-
pressed by equipment or objects
(20), and self-inflicted injuries (19).

Key characteristics of fatal work in-
juries in Texas:
- Men accounted for 94 percent (431)
of the work-related fatalities in
Texas. Transportation incidents,
which include highway,
nonhighway, pedestrian, air, water,
and rail fatalities, accounted for 44
percent of deaths among male work-
ers. Contact with objects and equip-
ment, as well as assaults and violent
acts, each made up 16 percent of
male work-related fatalities. Twenty-

six women were fatally injured on
the job in Texas, 42 percent as a re-
sult of transportation incidents and
35 percent due to assaults and vio-
lent acts.
- Fifty-six percent of those who died
from a workplace injury in Texas
were white, non-Hispanic (258); 32
percent were Hispanic or Latino
(147); 8 percent were black, non-
Hispanic (37); and 3 percent were
Asian (15). (Some worker fatalities
were not identified by race or ethnic
origin.) The most frequent cause of
death was transportation incidents
for white, non-Hispanic workers;
Hispanic or Latino workers; and
black, non-Hispanic workers. For
Asian workers, the primary cause of
workrelated deaths was assaults and
violent acts which accounted for 9
of the 15 total fatalities.
- Workers 25-54 years old, the prime
working age group, made up nearly
three-fourths (332) of the State’s on-
the-job fatalities in 2008.
- Eighty-four percent of workers
killed on-the-job worked for wages
and salaries and the remaining 16
percent were self-employed.
- Two industry sectors accounted for
44 percent of workplace fatalities in
the State–construction (120) and
transportation and warehousing (83).
In the construction industry, trans-
portation incidents were responsible
for 33 percent of fatal injuries,
closely followed by falls at 30 per-
cent. In the transportation and ware-
housing industry, transportation in-

cidents were the most prevalent
cause of workplace deaths, account-
ing for nearly three-fourths of all
fatal injuries.
- From an occupational perspective,
transportation and material moving
jobs had the highest number of work-
place fatalities (151), followed by
construction and extraction jobs
(122). Combined, these two occupa-
tional groups accounted for 60 per-
cent of all fatal work injuries in
Texas. Transportation incidents were
the most frequent cause of on-the-
job fatalities among both transpor-
tation and material moving occupa-
tions and construction and extraction
occupations.

U.S. Workplace Fatalities
Nationwide, a total of 5,071 fa-

tal work injuries were reported in
2008, a decrease of 10 percent from
the revised total of 5,657 fatal work
injuries recorded in 2007. While
these results are preliminary, this fig-
ure represents the smallest annual
total since the Census of Fatal Oc-
cupational Injuries (CFOI) program
was first conducted in 1992.

Highway incidents in 2008 ac-
counted for 23 percent of fatal work
injuries and continued to lead all
other events in the frequency of on-
the-job fatalities. Still, the 2008
count of 1,149 fatal highway inci-
dents was the lowest annual total
since the census began in 1992.

The 576 fatal falls to a lower
level in 2008 was the lowest since

Fatal Texas workplace Injuries Decline
1993 when 534 fatalities were re-
ported; the 2008 total represents a
23-percent decline from 2007. The
508 workers who were fatally in-
jured from being struck by an ob-
ject or equipment in 2008 was
slightly higher than the series low re-
corded in 2007 (504 fatalities), but
16 percent lower than the series high
recorded in 2005 (607 fatalities).

Workplace homicides decreased
by 18 percent from 628 in 2007 to
517 in 2008. The 2008 total is the
lowest since the census began and
has declined 52 percent from the
high of 1,080 reported in 1994. In
contrast, workplace suicides rose
from 196 cases in 2007 to 251 cases
in 2008, an increase of 28 percent
and the highest number ever reported
by the fatality census.

1 The 2008 figures are consid-
ered preliminary. Final figures will
be released in April 2010.
2 Fatal events are categorized into
several major groupings including
transportation incidents, assaults and
violent acts, and falls, among oth-
ers. These major groups are further
broken down into more detailed
groups. See the Occupational Injury
and Illness Classification System
(OIICS) Manual at www.bls.gov/iif/
oshoiccs.htm for detailed informa-
tion on the categories of fatalities
used in this census.

3 Totals for 2001 exclude fatali-
ties due to the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.

Provided by Carolyn Nunez Ozcan
Texas voters will decide

whether to add up to 11 amend-
ments to the Texas Constitution on
Nov. 3.

“The issues at stake affect all
Texans: financing state universi-
ties, property taxes, public
beaches, private property, county
land and veterans,” said LWV-
Texas President Karen Nicholson.

To help voters cast an in-
formed ballot, the League Voters
Guide lists, explains, and provides
brief, unbiased statements both
“for” and “against” every proposed
amendment. The League Voters
Guide is the one source providing
reliable, straightforward, and bal-
anced information on each propo-
sition.

The Voters Guide is available
on the League of Women Voters of
Texas Website, www.lwvtexas.org,
in both Spanish and English. Au-
dio versions in English and Span-
ish are also available on the
Website for the visually impaired.
Guides are also available at Irving
public libraries.

As a service to voters, LWV-
Texas encourages news organiza-
tions to provide links to the Voters
Guides on their own Websites. The
Voters Guide can be reprinted in
its entirety with permission; please
contact the League state office for
details.

Early voting in Dallas County
starts on Oct. 19 and continues
through Oct. 29. Voters can vote
at any Dallas County early voting
site. The early voting sites in Irv-
ing are City Hall, 825 Irving Blvd.,
and Valley Ranch Library, 401
Cimarron Trail. Complete Voting
information for residents of Dal-

las County is available at
www.dalcoelections.org.

In, 2010, there will be primary
elections for state and county of-
fices in March, with several races
expected to be hotly contested, and
the general election in November.
Irving will also conduct city and

 school board elections in May.
LWV-Irving will be working

to ensure informed voting with our
nonpartisan local Voters Guides.
For more information about the
League of Women Voters of Irv-
ing see: www.LWVtexas.org/
irving, or call 972-785-8683.

Texans to decide on 11 amend-
ments to the state constitution


