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By Jess Paniszczyn
Freshly painted, sporting three cheery shamrocks 

on her tail, the QF-4S Phantom II ‘Scooby’ seemed 
to pose proudly for photos. It was, so to speak, after so 
many long years of military service including combat, 
her moment in the sun.

The retired Marines who surrounded her were no 
less proud. Some of them had flown and repaired her 
and her sisters during the Vietnam War. Others used 
their talents to restore her. They had all come together 
surrounded by friends, wives and husbands, children 
and grandchildren at the Worth Aviation Museum 
for the official dedication of the Phantom on Oct. 11.

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 333, 
otherwise known as Trip-Trey, is the only all Marine 
crew to have ever shot down a MiG-21 in combat 
during the Vietnam War. There were other kills, but 
not by all Marine crews. The actual plane that execut-
ed the kill was lost. The restored plane is a sister plane 
that served with the lost plane on the USS America 

during the war. 
The restoration was begun by Marines in the 

VMFA 112, who were deployed to active duty in the 
west Pacific. Retired Marines from the VMFA 112 
finished the job.

“We came out to help the museum restore the 
F-4,” said JJ Sagual, one of the retired Marines who 
restored the plane. “Of course, it got in our blood, so 
now we’re going to be out here forever helping do 
whatever they need us to do.

“Restoring the plane was a lot of work, but it was 
worth every minute of it, because we were doing it 
for Bear Lasseter (who passed away in 1980) and Li’l 
John Cummings, our Marine brothers and the Trip-
Trey Squadron, which all of us have friends who were 
in it. 

“The VMFA 112 Cowboys was my squadron that 
I retired out of on active duty,” Sagual said. “They 
started restoring it, then they got called overseas. So 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Hand painted nose art, signed 

aircraft propellers, a 12 foot scale 
model of a submarine and other 
artifacts, collectibles and thousands 
of vintage aircraft parts went on 
the seller’s block as the Greatest 
Generation Aircraft hosted a char-
ity auction in the Flying Museum 
hangar in Ft. Worth on Oct. 11.

Collectors, restorers, artists and 
the curious came to the hangar 
ready to bid while other serious 
competitors placed their bids on-
line from countries such as France 
and New Zealand. 

Aviation was a daily part of Bill 
Skinner’s life as a boy growing up. 
He attended the auction to catch a 
glimpse of those by-gone days. 

“I am interested in the airplane,” 
Skinner said indicating a small or-
ange prop plane. “Because my name 
is Bill Skinner, and my father was 
Bill Skinner. That is a 1940 Ford 

Field Collegiate and (my father) 
was the first degreed engineer hired 
by Ford Field Aircraft in the 30s. 
I’ve got drawings of that airplane 
with my father’s name on them as 
he was the design engineer. 

“I came out here to see that air-
plane, because I haven’t seen one in 
a long time. I’m interested in all the 
other things, but that’s what I came 
for.”  

So is there an airplane in Skin-
ner’s future?

“It is going to go for more than I 
can afford, and I don’t have a place 
to put it. I would love to buy it, but 
I probably can’t,” he said.

Bidder Matt White surveyed 
the accumulation of artifacts with a 
more creative eye. A small wooden 
crate filled with vintage airplane 
sparkplugs only appeals to a limited 
market of buyers, but turn the crate 
and its contents into art and the 

Aviation artifacts auctioned 
to keep WWII planes flying

Veterans bring history to life 
at Phantom dedication

Please see RESTORATION on Page 4

Please see HISTORY on Page 7

An example of one of a kind, hand-painted, aviation art, this item and thousands of 
others were auctioned by the Greatest Generation Aircraft, so their planes can continue 
to fly./ Photo by John Starkey

Hundreds of stories were told as the men who flew F-4 Phantoms and those who had restored this particular one showed the 
plane to family members and friends./ Photo by John Starkey
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POLICE REPORT
n Marijuana Possession
Aug. 31, 9:32 p.m.

A vehicle in the 2500 block of North Air-
field Dr. was parked on a clearly marked “No 
Parking or Standing Zone” directly underneath 
a flight landing path. It was not running and its 
lights were off. A man inside the vehicle said he 
was on his way home; he had a severe headache 
and was feeling dizzy. He was sweating profuse-
ly and appeared to be disoriented. He declined 
medical attention saying his brother was on his 
way to pick him up. The driver said he is being 
treated for Bi-Polar disorder and takes seven 
different medications, but he didn’t remember 
if he took his medicine. He said he drank some 
alcohol earlier that day. The officer ran some 
checks and asked for backup because he thought 
the man was possibly under the influence of an 
unknown substance. The man continued to say 
he was not feeling well and then said he needed 
medical assistance. He said he did not have a fire 
arm or drugs in the vehicle and said the officer 
could search it. On the center console there was 
a 16 ounce can of Snap Tea open and half full. 
The officersmelled the content but was unable 
to tell what the odor was. Further search of the 
can revealed a small baggie of marijuana inside. 
Because of his elevated heart rate, the man was 
released to his brother but was charged with 
Tampering with or Fabricating Physical Evidence 
and Possession of Marijuana under 2 oz. 
n Theft
Sept. 5, 4:11 p.m.

A passenger said his watch was stolen 
from his center console when he valet parked his 
vehicle Aug. 19. When he picked up the vehicle, 
he noticed the silver Seiko watch with a dark face 
was missing. He said he left it there because its 
battery was dead. Value: $100. 
n Theft
Sept. 5, 4:11 p.m.

A woman said she lost her debit card and 
an unauthorized transaction was made at DFW 
Airport.She said she made her last transaction 
with her card at Smoothie King (The Grove) near 
Terminal C, Gate C-14 and went to her place of 
employment. She later realized that her debit 
card had fallen out of her skirt pocket. She con-
tacted her bank and was told there was an unau-
thorized transaction made on her card after that 
at the airport. She canceled the card and a report 

was filed.
n Theft
Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m.

A passenger left her iPad on a flight and 
the tracking software received a signal from the 
iPad at an address in Watauga, TX. The address 
was cross referenced in the employee data base 
to four possible suspects. Value: iPad $600 Tan 
Alligator Print Case $25 and keyboard $50.
n Assault and Criminal Mischief
Sept. 28, 4:35 p.m.

An assault and damage to airport property 
were reported at the South Toll Plaza. A smart 
gate arm located in Lane 33 was knocked off its 
pedestal and was lying on the ground. Repair 
was estimated at $500.The assault victim, a 
police officer, said he pulled into the toll plaza 
about4:20 p.m. and saw the suspect (black male, 
goatee, slim build, approximately 25-35 years 
old) run into the back of another vehicle while 
driving a grey 2011 Mercedes SUV.He began 
arguing with the other driver over damages 
and told the driver they should pull over out of 
the lane to exchange information, as required 
by law. The officer said the suspect drove over a 
couple of lanes and attempted to exit the lane 
by inserting his toll tag into the scanner. The 
officer said the suspect appeared nervous and 
was quickly trying to scan his ticket to exit. The 
officer determined the suspect was attempting 
to flee the scene. He walked up to the suspect’s 
driver-side window, informed him he was a Fort 
Worth Police Officer, and told the suspect he was 
being detained to investigate a hit and run. He 
put his left arm inside the suspect’s driver-side 
window to hold him until he could contact 
DFW Department of Public Safety. The suspect 
stepped on the accelerator and broke through 
the toll gate, exiting the toll plaza. The officer’s 
arm was injured as the vehicle made contact 
with and pulled his arm while it was still inside 
the vehicle. Video was taken at the time of the 
assault that shows the suspect as the vehicle ac-
celerates, breaking the gate arm and spinning 
the officer around as his left arm is struck by the 
vehicle. An offense report for Simple Assault and 
Criminal Mischief was generated. Information 
on the current renter of the grey Mercedes was 
requested from a rental car company.
Driving While Intoxicated
Sept. 30, 1:30 a.m.

A vehicle in the 3900 block of South Inter-
national Parkway was traveling with all three 
brake lights illuminated while it continued at a 
steady speed, and the driver made several illegal 
maneuvers. An officer stopped the vehicle and 
noted the license plate registration sticker ex-
pired in Mar. 2013. The driver did not have insur-
ance. He said he had picked up his female pas-
senger at her apartment in Irving and was going 
to his home in Arlington when he decided to get 
gas at the Shell Station. The officer could smell 
alcohol, and the driver said “a little bit” when 
asked how much he had consumed and then said 
“about three beers.” He said he drank Oktoberfest 
draft beer at Houlihan’s in the Arlington High-
lands. He slurred some of his words as he spoke, 
spoke with a thick tongue and avoided eye con-
tact. Field Sobriety Tests were administered. The 
man said he stopped drinking at 9:30p.m. and 
drank five beers, which was  inconsistent with 
his earlier statement. He was placed under arrest 
for Driving While Intoxicated. During booking, he 
said he drank “Nine. Sorry about five.”
n Public Intoxication
Sept. 30, 6:06 p.m.

An intoxicated woman was yelling at other 
passengers in Terminal A. When officers arrived, 
she was sitting against the wall to the immedi-
ate right of the gate area. She stood up and at-
tempted to walk but swayed back and forth and 
stepped side to side. She almost fell, and an offi-
cer helped steady her. She smelled of alcohol and 
had slurred speech and bloodshot eyes. When 
asked if she had been drinking she said, “Yes. But 
I’m OK.” She said she took her prescribed Alpra-
zolam (Xanax) with alcohol approximately one 
hour before because she was scared to fly. She 
was arrested for Public Intoxication. She became 
upset saying a couple of times, “Are you arresting 
me? I’m only drunk.” 
n Criminal Trespass 
Oct. 1, 1:20 p.m.

A supervisor asked a police officer to help 
her because she had been trying to explain to a 
customer why he was no longer eligible to re-
ceive a Security Identification DisplayArea(SIDA) 
badge because he had failed the security train-
ing nine times, the maximum number allowed. 
The officer tried to explain the situation to him 
for about 20 minutes. The man would not listen 
or try to understand anything the officer said. 

The officer said he was done trying to explain 
why he could not receive a SIDA badge and asked 
the man to follow him out the back door of the 
Access Control Office. He walked him to the exit 
door and down the corridor to the door exiting 
back to the public side of the terminal. He told 
him to go back to his company and have some-
one call the Access Control Office, and he would 
explained to them why he could not get a secu-
rity badge. He also told him not to come back 
into the office as he no longer had any business 
there. When the officer got back to his office, he 
saw the man trying to enter the training room. 
The officer threatened to arrest him for Criminal 
Trespass. The man said he was tired of talking to 
the officer,and he was not leaving. The officer at-
tempted to escort him to his office to handcuff 
him, but the man refused to move and said in a 
loud voice that he was going to call the police. 
The officer was in uniform and told the man he 
was placing him under arrest for Criminal Tres-
pass. The man tensed up and refused to move. 
The officer asked somebody to call 911 for assis-
tance. When help arrived, the man pushed both 
officers.They attempted to pacify him, and all 
three of them went to the ground with officers 
still trying to control the man. Additional officers 
arrived and helped handcuff him. 
n Criminal Mischief 
Oct. 1, 7 p.m.

A passenger who parked in the Terminal C 
parking garage, returned from his trip to find his 
Cadillac Escalade had been broken into and the 
battery depleted. Nothing was missing, but the 
door handle was separated approximately 1/8th 
of an inch from the door. 
n Delivery of Marijuana 
Oct. 1, 3:32 p.m.

Two black backpacks were left unat-
tended in the seating area near Gate 8, Terminal 
B.Another unattended black bag was in another 
seating area at the same gate. As the officer 
waited for K-9 Units, the owner of the two black 
backpacks returned for them, and an officer took 
him to have his bags rescreened. The owner of 
the other bag arrived and said he had been in 
the area watching the bag the entire time. After 
clearing the second unattended bag, the officer 
was sent to Gate 9 for unattended bags. At Gate 
9, the TSA agent said the man had exited the 
checkpoint after placing his two black backpacks 

on the x-ray belt. He removed his shoes and belt 
and then made a call on his cellphone. He hung 
up the phone, put his belt and shoes back on, 
and left the checkpoint, leaving his two black 
backpacks in the x-ray. Nine vacuum-sealed bags 
containing a green, leafy substance were found 
in one of the backpacks. They tested positive for 
marijuana. 
n Theft
Oct. 2, 9:03 p.m.

In Terminal C, Section A parking, a man 
returned from a trip and noticed the rear tailgate 
to his Ford truck was missing. It had a rear cam-
era mechanism. Value: $2,500.
n Theft
Oct. 2, 9:03 p.m.

A gold 2006 Ford Taurus was stolen from 
5-E Employee parking lot. The owner said he 
parked at 3:30 a.m. and returned at about 12:45 
p.m., and his car was gone. He said for two years 
he parked in the same spot at the same location. 
The vehicle was paid off so there was no chance 
of repossession. He said he and his wife are the 
only owners of the vehicle, and they have only 
one set of keys which he had.Value: $4000. Park-
ing permit: $120. 
n Solicitation of Ground Transport
Oct. 2, 4:18 p.m.

Plain clothes officers at Terminal C saw 
a black Lincoln Town Car drop off a passenger 
and pull forward to the Limo Zone. They then 
saw three passengers walk past the Lincoln. The 
driver rolled down his passenger window and 
spoke to them. The driver began to load the pas-
sengers’ bags in the trunk of the vehicle. Officers 
approached and identified themselves as DFW 
Airport Police. 

The driver nodded his head and unloaded 
the  bags he had just loaded. The driver handed 
over his DFW Airport Limo permit and driver’s 
license. He said he was aware of the DFW Board 
policies regarding solicitation. He said, “I have 
never done this before.” He said he agreed to take 
the passengers to Fort Worth for $70. 

One officer asked the passengers if they 
had arranged to be picked up by the driver. They 
had not. The driver was arrested for Solicitation 
of Ground Transportation. The driver was known 
from previous instances of solicitation over the 
past six years.

Please see POLICE on Page 3
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n Public Intoxication 
Oct. 2, 6:47 p.m.

In Terminal E Satellite, an intoxicated man 
caused a disturbance at a gate. He became bel-
ligerent and cursed loudly after finding out 
it would cost him $150 to rebook the flight he 
missed because he was sleeping on the other 
side of the building. He would not specify where 
he slept. He had slurred speech and bloodshot 
eyes. He produced his driver’s license lethargical-
ly and expressed his disdain toward the airline’s 
rebooking fee. He said he had not drunk alcohol 
as he was taking several medications and could 
not drink alcohol while on the medication. The 
officer told him to rebook his flight and saw him 
stagger while walking through the terminal and 
lean against railing to maintain balance. The of-
ficer smelled alcohol on the man who then ad-
mitted he drank one beer. Due to a combination 
of alcohol and prescription medication he was 
arrested for Public Intoxication. The man said 
he was not going and began to passively resist 
by keeping his legs locked forward so he could 
not move. Officers continued to verbally com-
mand him to comply. Finally the man let his legs 
give out, and he collapsed to the floor. Officers 
requested a wheelchair. While lying on the floor, 
he became actively resistant by pulling away 
from officers. Several times, officers were able to 
get him to his feet but were forced to take him 
to the ground because of his combative behavior. 
The man got a bump over his right eye due to 
his head coming in contact with the floor dur-
ing the altercation.At one point, the man tried 

to knee an officer. He also attempted to spit on 
officers. When the wheelchair arrived, officers 
had to physically stand him up to place him in 
it. He resisted officers’ attempts, and one officer 
deployed a knee strike so they could get him into 
the wheelchair. Throughout the incident, the 
man yelled loud profanities at the officers. An-
other officer arrived with a spit hood which they 
placed over his head. At this point,the man said 
he was throwing up. DFW EMS arrived to assist. 
Because of his active aggressionwith his legs and 
feet, leg restraints were applied. and he was put 
back in the wheelchair. The man later admitted 
he had consumed “several drinks” of alcohol.
n Public Intoxication 
Oct. 6, 3:14 a.m.

Officers were call to Terminal A because an 
intoxicated man was causing a disturbance. He 
had been harassing people in the area all night 
and was asked to leave but refused. He took a 
wheelchair away from a woman and sat in it be-
fore starting to harass some kids. Another man 
stepped between him and the kids, and the man 
bowed up to him and growled at him. The man 
sat in a chair at a cell phone recharging station 
and continued to growl. The man said his flight 
was canceled but did not know why and also 
did not know where his luggage was. He said, 
“I usually don’t act like this.” His breath smelled 
strongly of alcohol, and his eyes were blood shot 
and glassy. He said he had seven or eight drinks 
at two or three different bars on the secure side 
of Terminal A. On a scale of one to 10 on the 
drunkenness scale the man said he was “About a 
four or five.” When asked what gate he was flying 
out of he said 8:30. The officer told him that was 
a time and he needed a gate. He again said 8:30. 
He was arrested for Public Intoxication.

n Public Intoxication 
Oct. 6, 3:37 a.m.

Officers went to the Rental Car Center 
where a janitorial worker said a woman was 
passed out in the upstairs restroom. Since there 
was no response from inside the restroom, an of-
ficer entered the room and observed a woman 
lying on the floor inside a stall with her pants and 
underwear down and a large amount of what 
appeared to be vomit on the floor. The individual 
was unresponsive. The stall door was locked, so 
the officer began to hit the door in order to wake 
her. She awoke and told the officer to stop bang-
ing on the door. He asked her to put her pants 
and underwear back on and to open the door. 
She opened the door and then crawled up onto 

the toilet. She was very unbalanced and nearly 
fell off. She had urinated down her pant legs. She 
said she had been at a bar with friends and had 
“too much” to drink. When asked how much was 
too much she stated, “Way too much” Crown and 
Cokes but could not say an exact quantity. She 
did not know where she was. When asked how 
she got to the Rental Car Center, she said she 
drove and then said “I know I’m in trouble.” She 
was arrested for Public Intoxication.
n Theft
Oct. 6, 6:45 p.m.

A pickup truck owner said he parked at 
Terminal A, Section C, Level K, near gate 39, and 
when he returned from his trip he saw his rear 
tailgate to his Ford truck was missing. He said his 

tailgate had a rear camera and rear step mecha-
nism on the tailgate. Value $3,000. 
n Theft
Oct. 7, 10:30 a.m.

A man called saying he left his iPad in 
a seat pocket on his flight and has been track-
ing the iPad through the “Find My iPad App” 
which showed it to be located at an address in 
Natalia,TX. Police in Natalia said they were will-
ing to retrieve the iPadwith a corresponding re-
port from DFW Airport Police. 
n Prohibited Weapon
Oct. 10, 5:51 a.m.

At Terminal D, TSA Checkpoint D-30, a 
prohibited handgun showed up in the x-ray ma-
chine. Officers arrested the owner.

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 210, Irving, TX 75061
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✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991
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By Elaine Paniszczyn
American Airlines (AA) ex-

pected to take delivery of a new 
Airbus A319 last week, but instead 
became one of the latest to suf-
fer the effects of the U.S. Federal 
government’s shutdown. The Fed-
eral Aviation Association (FAA) 
registry in Oklahoma City remains 
closed and is responsible for hold-
ing up the registration and licens-
ing of aircraft.

“American was scheduled to take 
delivery of a new Airbus A319 yes-
terday (Wed., Sept. 9),” said Matt 
Miller, spokesperson for AA. 

Miller said it was the first of 
three airplanes scheduled for deliv-
ery in October. 

“At this time we aren’t able to 
take delivery of these three aircraft 
due to FAA staffing issues related 
to the government shutdown.” 

AA had their newest airplane, 
an Airbus A320, on display at Sky 

Ball Sat., Oct. 4. The aircraft was so 
new it still had that “new car” smell.

“The customers love it,” said 
flight attendant William Rivera. 
“(It has) all leather seats. This plane 
was just brought in from Germany. 
It will get retrofit with the AA spe-
cifics. It smells like a brand new car 
with all the new leather and carpet.”

AA Captain Mark Maestas, an 
Airbus pilot, said American has 10 
of the aircraft on property already 

and are increasing that number at a 
rate of about three or four a month.

“It has 124 seats with eight first 
class seats and a main cabin extra 
that goes back to about Row 10,” 
Maestas said. “It has a full enter-
tainment system at each seat, and 
it’s got Wi-Fi on board. 

“We started operating with 
them July 16 to Wichita, Memphis, 
Charlotte, and Cleveland,” Maestas 
said. 

“We’ll put on a few more cities 
mid-October.”

AA Airbus Captain Jeff Raines 
greeted partygoers in the cockpit. 

“It’s really fun to fly after you 
get used to the fact that it’s not 
like a conventional airplane that 
has cables or something hooked up 
for the flight controls hydraulics,” 
Raines said. “This is kind of mild 

inputs to the flight controls where 
we suggest as pilots what we want, 
and the computers decide whether 
they want us to do it.”

Right now, it appears the Fed-
eral Government is running the 
controls, and American and other 
airlines are among the latest to 
suffer the effects of politicians in 
Washington.

Shutdown stalls delivery of American’s new Airbus

American Airlines expected to take delivery last week of a new Airbus A319 like this 
one, but the U.S. government shutdown prevented that./ American Airlines

At Sky Ball, partygoers tour American’s newest Airbus Sat., Oct. 5. The government 
shutdown is preventing delivery of additional Airbuses. / Photo by Elaine Paniszczyn

Police
Continued from Page 2

At Sky Ball, partygoers tour American’s newest Airbus Sat., Oct. 5. The government shutdown is preventing delivery of additional Airbuses. Photo 
by Elaine Paniszczyn
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I just sent up the flag to us retired 
guys who are still in town to go help 
these guys. 

“It was fun to be with the guys 
and to be doing something because 
we wanted to do it, not because we 
were getting paid. It had nothing to 
do with work. Because what we do 
at work is we work on airplanes. We 
brought our talents out here and it 
was something we wanted to do. 

“Li’l John is coming to see his 
plane today, and that means a lot. 
It’s about being brothers and about 
being comrades in arms,” he said.

Women Warriors 
Trip-Trey has a lot of aviation 

history to be proud of. Its Marines 
are made of stronger stuff, and none 
of them are afraid of a fight.

“I was the first woman ever at-
tached to VMFA 333,” Gause said. 
“It was a field that women weren’t 
in at the time. There were four of us 
put in the field of avionics and put 
out into the squadrons, and it wasn’t 
supposed to happen. 

“At first, I was OJTing (on the 
job training) with 312. Then some-
one realized there were women out 
there who weren’t supposed to be 
there. They started trying to pull us. 
They took one woman and sent her 
to the HAMS (support) unit. They 
sent the other two to UMA to the 
reserve unit. 

“I decided to fight. I liked what 
I was doing, and I wanted to stay 
in the squadron. The squadron I was 
OJTing with was getting ready to 
go WESTPAC (Western Pacific), 
and women were not allowed to go 
WESTPAC. So I could not stay 
with them. 

“I was just doing one battle at 
a time. My battle was just to stay 
out here and be with the squad-
ron, so it worked. I was allowed to 
stay, and I was moved to Trip-Trey 
(VMFA 333). They had never had 
a female. They had never even had 
one OJTing with them.  

“I became very endeared with 
the squadron,” Gause said. “I was 
the only woman there with 200 
guys for a couple of years. 

“When we were preparing for 
WESTPAC, they pulled me. I 
fought it again, and with the help 
of a former (commanding officer) 
of the squadron, they allowed me to 

go back. When they did that, they 
allowed some more women Ma-
rines to go, so there were seven of 
us. Three went with the squadron 
and four with HAMS. That was the 
first time women were ever allowed 
to go into that deployment, and 
they’ve been doing it ever since.”

Unforgotten Mission
On Sept. 11, 1972 at 1700, two 

F–4J Phantom fighter/bombers of 
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
333 launched off the USS America 
in the South China Sea. In the lead 
fighter, were pilot, Maj. Lt. Lee 
“Bear” Lasseter, and radar intercept 
officer (RIO), Capt. John Cum-
mings, “Li’l John.” On their wing 
were Capt. Scott “Scotty” Dudley, 
and RIO, Capt. James “Diamond 
Jim” Brady.

During the mission, the Navy 
shipboard controller alerted the 
fighters to the presences of MiGs 
about 10 miles northeast of Hanoi.

“The first thing I’d say is, I’m 
probably the last guy who should be 
here,” Cummings said at the plane 
dedication. “I’ve taken a lot of ac-
colades that were intended for Bear 
Lasseter. He’s the guy who got us 
out of this mess. It was a real mess, 
I’ll tell ya. 

“I flew Phantoms for 20-some 
years before I ever got into a dog 
fight. I wanted one or two MiGs. 
I didn’t want a whole sky full of 
them. There were a few other Phan-
toms that passed through this area 
while this fight was going on. One 
of them was a fellow Shamrock, 
Doug Harper and Danny Dolan, 
and they came back aboard the ship 
with 57 holes. 

“Those of you who have flown 
over the North there know that 
sometimes they can pave the sky 
with their flak. That was still what 
I was worried about. 

“The whole fight took place over 
(their) airfield. It was an interest-
ing day to say the least,” Cummings 
said. 

“Our wingman ran low on gas, 
and he had to get out of there in 
a hurry. During the flight, it stayed 
low. We never got above 1,000 ft. 
Our wingman hit Bingo (critically 
low) fuel way long before he said it. 
So he was sucking on fumes. 

“We were flying in a tight left 
circle over the airfield. By this time 
Bear had shot six missiles at this 
guy (MiG). The Sparrows were no 
good. They just kind of went stupid 

on us. The Sidewinders were good, 
but the MiG was able to outma-
neuver them. We were right on the 
edge of the envelope anyway, and he 
just kind of tightened up his turn a 
little bit.

What we think finally got this 
guy is when Scotty left our little 
fur ball over the field, he headed 
for the coast, and the MiG took off 
after him. At that time, we had an 
exceptional avionics section in Trip-
Trey, so our radars were good and 
our missiles were good. When the 
Bear pulled that trigger eight times, 
eight missiles really did come off. 
There weren’t very many F-4s in 
the fleet you could say that with,” 
Cummings said. 

“We had already shot six at this 
guy, so he probably figured he was 
golden. And most of the Navy 
squadrons at the time, our sister 
squadron on the USS America, for 
example was only carrying six mis-
siles. 

“Anyway the MiG peeled off 
and he reversed his turn. That side-
winder growled, because this was a 
perfect shot. That sidewinder did a 
job on that MiG. Everything aft 
of the cockpit was gone. It disap-
peared, and all you saw was the 
cockpit from well below 1,000 ft. 
going straight down. We pretty 
much figured we got that one. 

“We headed out and tried to 

rendezvous with our wingman. It is 
always bad if you are spread out and 
you are in Indian country,” he said.

“While I’m in the scope trying 
to find our wingman, another MiG 
comes blowing by us. These guys 
were all different colors. The guy we 

shot down was silver. This one was 
black, and he’s going after Scotty. 

“Bear sees the whole thing, and 
he calls for Scotty. Scotty is looking 
at the MiG thinking that is Bear. 
Scotty says ‘I’m right on your nose.’ 
Bear says ‘No, no, no. Dash 2. Break 

 Standing in for his old friend, Bear Lasseter, John Cummings tells the story of the dogfight in 1972, which led to their downing a MiG 
and striking another. / Photo by John Starkey

Restoration
Continued from Page 1
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Get a mammogram
like your life depends on it.

14th Annual Celebrating Women Luncheon 

 When: October 23, 2013  

Where: Hilton Anatole Hotel, Dallas

Call 1.800.4BAYLOR
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Underwriting Chair - 
Christie Carter

Underwriting Chair - 
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Chair - Debbie Oates
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right.’ Scotty broke. The MiG shot 
a heat seeking missile that went 
past him.

“Bear shot this MiG with our 
last missile. It didn’t kill him. There 
was smoke streaming out of his 
engine and he peeled off right and 
headed off to the west. 

“After we got hit with the SAM 
(surface-to-air missile), we just 
barely made it to the Tonkin Gulf 
before we lost complete control 
of the airplane. It started coming 
apart on us, so we bailed out. We 
got picked up and spent the night 
with the controller, who was the 
guy who was giving us the vectors 
all this time, a Navy Chief with an 
Irish name. 

“God bless the SAR (search and 
rescue) people. Some of the tough-
est Navy people I have ever seen in 
my life were in that helicopter. 

“We don’t have our MiG stars 
on this plane, and the one that 
should have the MiG stars is at the 
bottom of the Tonkin Gulf now,” 
Cummings said.

“We sort of felt like that was a 
trap, because there were the MiGs, 
but also the guys we were fighting 
stayed in the same place geographi-
cally. They didn’t move. We were 
absorbing all of the flak they could 
possibly throw up there. Even the 
MiGs were flying through some of 
the flak. 

“It is unfair that I am here and 
not the Bear, because he is the guy 
who got us all out of this thing. As 
the Operations Officer and Execu-
tive Officer, I know you Navy guys 
will certainly understand what he 
did for our squadron in those days 
can’t be recognized enough. As the 
Operations Officer and Executive 
Officer, he spent two tours on the 
USS America, we did not have a 
single divert from a pilot who could 
not get aboard that carrier. When 
we got back to the states after our 
combat tour, we were the only guys 
on the ship who flew over the beach 
that had all of our pilots and RIOs 
come back. Everybody else had lost 
someone. Enough said.”

JJ Sagul (rt) one of the restorers of the F-4 Phantom shows his work to Army Maj. 
Debora Stuart who is planning to help with future restorations. / Photo by John Starkey
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By Jess Paniszczyn
The focus of the Veterans Me-

morial Air Park has shifted from its 
growing collection of warbirds to 
the accomplishments and historical 
significance of Ft. Worth and North 
Texas to aviation. To acknowledge 
this change, the board of directors 
recently approved rebranding the 
air park to the Fort Worth Aviation 
Museum. 

“More and more of the story we 
are telling here is of North Texas 
and Ft. Worth aviation for the last 
100 years. So it seemed to us to be 
appropriate to refer to ourselves at 
the Fort Worth Aviation Museum, 
because that is a big part of what 
we are doing now,” said Jim Hodg-
son, Executive Director of the Fort 
Worth Aviation Museum. “We are 
starting to reestablish landmarks 
with the First Flight Park, and a 
Texas Historical Marker for the 
first flight location. 

“We also helped to bring back 
Amon Carter’s Travel Air 5000, 
which was used back in the late 20s 
and early 30s. That is as far back as 
any of us can actually touch a piece 
of history. His plane launched pas-
senger service in North America. 

“More of what we do here is 
about the community and aviation 
in North Texas, so that is what the 
rebranding is all about. 

“To make it simple for everybody 
we are now a mall of museums. We 
have the Ford Air Controllers Mu-
seum, we have the OV-10 Bronco 
Association Museum, we have the 
99s, which are women aviators; we 
have the B-36 Peacemaker Muse-
um, we have the Veterans Memori-
al Air Park here, and we have other 

groups talking about coming and 
joining us as well. Our collection 
spans from 1943 to the present.”

Outside wait 23 airplanes ready 
for the curious to see, touch and ex-
plore.  

“It is very difficult to get up close 
to airplanes any more, but we en-
courage people to come out and 
touch the airplanes,” Hodgson said. 
“We call this the petting zoo. All of 
them have an animal name pretty 
much. There is the F-14 Tomcat, 
F-18 Hornet, OV-10 Bronco and 

the F-4, which is referred to as a 
rhino. So it’s our petting zoo. 

“A lot of these have special sto-
ries. The F-14 is the longest serv-
ing F-14 ever. This particular F-4 
was the last Naval F-4 to fly. . . . So 
they’ve all got stories just like peo-
ple. It’s our job to preserve the his-
tory and help people learn from it.” 

The Veterans Memorial Air Park is located at  3300 Ross 
Ave, Fort Worth, TX 76161. Admission for non-members is 
$5 for adults and $1 for children 6 to 16. Children under 6 
are admitted free. Closed on Monday. For more information 
visit, www.FortWorthAviationMuseum.com.

We Do Rollovers.
There are a lot of  
options when deciding  
what to do with a  
401(k), IRA or any  
type of employer- 
sponsored retirement  
plan. Whether you’re  
changing jobs or  
looking to consolidate 
multiple accounts, 
we can help you 
decide what works 
best for you.
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Museum changes name to reflect emphasis on North Texas
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 • Fresh fruits and salads
• Cocktail shrimp • Soups
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“America’s favorite 
Chinese Food!”
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*Valid on your birthday 
with one or more guests.

Monday – Thursday

market for it expands exponentially.  
“I’ll bid on pretty much any-

thing that catches my eye, anything 
I can turn into something,” White 
said. “This is mainly memorabilia 
for guys who know about this stuff 
and have a passion for it. But I am 
looking for a prop I can turn into a 
piece of art.”

The auction is part of a necessary 
evil support the work of the Great-
est Generation Aircraft. In the past, 
the non-profit supported itself by 
selling flights at air shows. Howev-
er, as the government has cut back 
spending the number of air shows 
has dwindled.

“Greatest Generation Aircraft 
restores vintage aircraft to their 
original flying condition,” said 

Dana Wood, the organization’s 
Public Relations Director. “We have 
found things increasingly harder to 
maintain with little to no funding. 

We have no corporate funding. We 
have no government funding. We 
hold auctions, swap meets, arts and 

History
Continued from Page 1

Please see HISTORY on Page 8

 Looking for an original aircraft gauge? The Greatest Generation Aircraft auction might 
have had exactly the one you need.

 Item 35, a vintage flying tiger nose art panel was one of the pieces auctioned off. 
/ Photos by John Starkey
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Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Halloween photos taken!

$6 
includes 
a 5X7 plus 
a digital copy

October 26th 
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

crafts shows, and we do all kind of 
outside of the box thinking to raise 
money.

“We are holding this auction 
tonight to raise money to keep 
our C-47 flying. It is a 72 year old 
WWII Hero. Every rivet may only 
cost a few dollars, but there are 
thousands of rivets in one wing sec-
tion. 

“We sold our B-25 a few 
months ago. It was heart wrench-
ing to all of us, but we were facing a 
$50,000 a year insurance note. We 
can’t sell $50,000 a year worth of 
rides and training in it. So we had 
to sell off our rock star to keep our 
workhorses going. 

“We are restoring an A26K. It 
will be the only flying K model in 
the world,” Wood said. While that 
will be a great tribute to our Viet-
nam vets who flew in this plane, 
you don’t know how expensive this 
is until you really get into it. But it 
is really costly. 

“We fly a lot of kids for their 
first time flights. So they are get-
ting to experience a piece of histo-
ry, because of the efforts of this all 
volunteer group. It is remarkable 
what people will do if they have the 
passion to do it,” she said.

History
Continued from Page 7

Data shows $415 is 
the price to beat for 
Thanksgiving airfare

SOUTHLAKE, Texas -- If 
you’re traveling for Thanksgiving 
the time to start looking for flights 
and hotels is now. Travelocity’s 
Thanksgiving data shows that the 
average round-trip domestic airfare 
this Thanksgiving is $415, inclusive 
of tax, up nearly 7 percent from last 
year. However, a closer look at the 
most popular routes shows many 
prices are well under that average.

“Check your route, be flexible on 
your dates and you can still find a 
great deal,” said Courtney Scott, se-
nior editor at Travelocity. 

TrAvelociTy’S TrAvel TipS 
For HoliDAy TrAvel

Book through Nov. 9. According 
to Travelocity’s Booking Barometer, 

prices show a steep increase begin-
ning the week of Nov. 10.

Be flexible on your travel dates. 
Look at returning on Friday, Nov. 
29 or Tuesday, Dec. 3 for lower 
fares. 

Search alternate airports. 
Take the first flight of the day. 

Not only will the lines at security 
be shorter, but planes traveling ear-
lier in the day have a better on-time 
performance in general. 

Pack smart and light. Look at 
shipping any gifts ahead of time, 
and try to only pack a carry on. This 
can help you avoid checked bag-
gage and overweight baggage fees. 
In addition, if your flight is re-rout-
ed because of bad weather or delays, 
it will be much easier if your lug-
gage is with you. If you do check, 
don’t put anything in your luggage 
you can’t live without.

SOURCE Travelocity

A bidder surveys the items available during the auction pre-view./ Photos by John Starkey

Thanksgiving airfare up 
seven percent year over year

A selection 
of propeller 

blades, some 
signed, await 

their turn to 
be auctioned 

to the highest 
bidder. 
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Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com

INTEGRATED AIRLINE 
SERVICES 

is looking for part-time
 warehouse, ramp and 

customer service agents.  
Applicants MUST be 18 

years, pass a background 
check and drug test. 

Pay rate is $9.00 per hour.  
Must apply in person at 
1640 West 23rd Street, 

Suite 400 (upstairs) 
Dallas, TX 75261.

Third shift GSE/AGE 
mechanic wanted

Must have FMC and Lantis 
loader experience. Must 

have excellent communica-
tion skills and be able to work 

under stressful conditions. 
Ideal candidate will have at 
least five years at a major 

airport and be able to pass a 
drug screen and background 
check. Must apply in person 
at 1640 West 23rd Street, 

Suite 400 (upstairs) 
DFW, TX 75261.

Third shift GSE/AGE mechanic 
wanted. 

Must have FMC and Lantis loader 
experience. Must have excellent 

communication skills and be able to 
work under stressful conditions. Ideal 
candidate will have at least five years 
at a major airport and be able to pass 
a drug screen and background check. 

Must apply in person at 1640 West 
23rd Street, Suite 400 (upstairs) 

DFW, TX 75261.

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Class A CDL driver
Local: 817-246-9535

Servisair is looking for a 
full time GSE Maintenance

Supervisor.  Applicants must
pass a 10 background check
and a 10 panel drug screen.

Prior airport GSE 
experience required.

Please call 972-973-4586

Western Heritage 
Cowboy Church 
Parking Lot Sale

Sat., Oct. 19th, from 8 am
to 2 pm at 525 N Sowers Rd.

Sales will benefit youth
and other missions. 

Visit www.westernhc.org

GARAGE SALE

WASHINGTON, DC – Na-
tional Business Aviation Associa-
tion (NBAA) President and CEO 
Ed Bolen today joined other indus-
try leaders in a non-partisan rally on 
Capitol Hill to encourage Wash-
ington policymakers to quickly find 
a path forward for reopening the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), so that vital aviation ser-
vices can resume.

The event, hosted by the Nation-
al Air Traffic Controllers Associa-
tion (NATCA), featured remarks 
from NATCA President Paul Rin-
aldi, NBAA’s Bolen, and senior ex-
ecutives from the Air Line Pilots 
Association (ALPA), the Ameri-
can Association of Airport Execu-

tives (AAAE), the General Avia-
tion Manufacturers Association 
(GAMA), the National Air Trans-
portation Association (NATA), the 
Professional Aviation Safety Spe-
cialists (PASS), and the U.S. Travel 
Association (USTA).

“Imagine if no citizen of the 
United States could buy or sell a car, 
purchase or re-finance a home, or if 
the sale of any other critical goods 
came to a complete and grinding 
halt – that’s what has basically hap-
pened in business aviation,” Bolen 
said at the rally. “Because business 
aviation is more regulated than oth-
er industries, the shutdown has had 
a far more dire impact on business 
aviation than for other industries.

As just one example of this reali-
ty, Bolen noted that the government 
shutdown has led to the closure of 
the FAA’s U.S. Aircraft Registry, 
and as a result, aircraft cannot be 
purchased, sold, imported, export-
ed, and in some cases, flown.

“The many small and mid-sized 
companies that rely on the Registry 
to be open and accessible are hurt-
ing, and the shutdown is harming 
the industry in a host of other ways 
as well,” Bolen continued. “Simply 
put, until government leaders can 
get the FAA reopened, an essential 
American industry remains on an 
indefinite layover. The general avia-
tion community wants the oppor-
tunity to, once again, be an engine 

that propels this economy. Give us 
this chance.”

Since the start of the shutdown, 
NBAA has continually called upon 
decision-makers in Washington to 
swiftly find a path for reopening the 
FAA.

Last week, Bolen sent an open 
letter to congressional leaders and 
President Barack Obama outlining 
the grave repercussions of the gov-
ernment shutdown on the general 
aviation (GA) industry. 

On Oct. 8, Bolen joined with 
leaders of five other GA groups in 
sending a forceful letter imploring 
Transportation Secretary Anthony 
Foxx to reopen the FAA Registry 
on the grounds that it provides “es-

sential services” to ensure aviation 
safety, protect security and to fulfill 
U.S. international obligations. 

On Oct. 3, Bolen testified about 
the crisis at a roundtable held by 
the U.S. House Small Business 
Committee. 

“Large parts of the industry 
simply cannot function as a result 
of the shutdown’s effects,” he said. 
“Ours is an industry that provides 
over a million jobs, and many of 
those jobs are at risk every day this 
shutdown continues. It is absolutely 
imperative that policymakers find 
a prompt solution to address this 
situation. We must find a way for-
ward.”

SOURCE National Business Aviation Assoc.

ALEXANDRIA, Va. -- In a 
new survey of business travel pro-
fessionals revealing the impact of 
the government shutdown, the 
Global Business Travel Association 
(GBTA) – the voice of the global 
business travel industry – found 
that nearly 7 in 10 (66 percent) are 
concerned that a shutdown longer 
than one week will negatively im-
pact their business, and nearly as 
many (59 percent) are concerned 
about the impact on their business 
from a possible government default. 
As we near the end of week two 
of the shutdown, the anxiety only 
worsens. 

Roughly 40 percent of respon-
dents say the shutdown has im-
pacted them, their company and/or 
their company’s employees.

U.S. business travel spending is a 
major driver of the global economy. 
Finally surpassing pre-recession 
levels, U.S. business travel spending 
is expected to reach $273 billion 
this year. The government shut-
down, however, is severely impact-
ing the business travel industry, cre-
ating uncertainty and lost revenue.

“The shutdown is damaging pro-
ductivity and leading to lost busi-
ness opportunities and revenue that 
can’t be recovered,” said Michael W. 
McCormick, GBTA Executive Di-
rector and COO. “With two-thirds 
of our members concerned that the 
shutdown is negatively impacting 
their businesses, the wide-ranging 

impact on this industry is clear. This 
uncertainty hurts employee morale, 
holds back business growth and, 
if not stopped, can easily deliver a 
serious blow to the overall global 
economy.”

The top three ways the shut-
down has negatively impacted 
those in the business travel industry 
are cancelled meeting or business 
opportunities in the United States 
(57 percent), increased uncertainty 

about the economy (57 percent) and 
cancelled bookings (50 percent). 
Also high on the list are cancelled 
or delayed contracts with govern-
ment agencies (48 percent), staff 
reductions due to reduced business 
activities (32 percent) and increased 
concern among travelers about air-
line delays and cancellations due to 
possible reduced air traffic control-
lers (29 percent).

SOURCE Global Business Travel Association

Aviation groups rally Congress for restoration of FAA funding

Survey shows shutdown is hurting business travel
GBTA surveyed 257 members in an online poll conducted Oct. 8.
Here are some of their concerns:

loST employeeS
“Our company has forced support/administrative 

employees to take leave until other direct client facing 
employees return to work.”

“Some of our employees are government contractors who 
were issued a stop work order. They may not be paid 

when they get back.”

cANcelleD BookiNgS
“Loss of room night revenue due to cancelled meetings...
and loss of room night revenue due to famed attractions 

being closed.”

cANcelleD meeTiNgS
“We do installation for government suppliers and those 
meetings are cancelled because government orders are 

stopped for the time being.”

DelAyS iN pASSporTS AND viSAS
“Concern it may have impact on ability to get rush Visas, 

passports for our international travelers.”
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FUN AND GAMES

Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com
972-870-1992Buy it! Sell it!

It’s Praying Time

As we look around at all the 
troubles and issues sur-
rounding our world and 

our nation, truly I can say, “It’s 
Praying Time!” The entire month 
has been declared as a month of 
prayer for our local church in Fort 
Worth. The church as a whole 
needs to go back to the area of 

praying!!
EVERY be-

liever is com-
manded to pray 
for one another 
and to pray 
without ceasing.

PRAYER: 
It is a time of 

getting closer to 
God

To increase 
growth, strength 
and power

It is reward-
ing and edifying

It is laboring, toiling and perse-
vering until the end

Is not giving up or giving in
It is talking, listening and wait-

ing on God, no matter what, no 
matter how long.

Please take some time out this 
month and seek God in Prayer!! 
Take care and please feel free to 
call us if you need us at 972-973-
2665. Please stop and visit us at 
Terminal “D”, near gate 21 inside 
security. We are PRAYING for 
You!!! 

“I’ll see you in the terminals!”
For more information, visit 

www.dfwchapel.org .

BiSHop 
“DD” HAyeS

Chapel 
News
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FUN AND GAMES

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi, I'm called Nim. Just my luck, I 
was out in the backyard, minding 
my own business, when, bam, a 
mosquito lands on me and takes a 
bite. Now I have heartworms. Thank 
you very much, you dumb old 
mosquito! Now I have to go through 
heartworm treatment. But anyway, 
I'm about 6 years old and a female. 
I like people. I am gentle and calm, 
which is a good thing considering 
my situation. And I like it here just 
fine -- but I don't want to stay 
forever, so come meet me!

Hi my name is 
Clyde. I am a 
small 4 month 
old black 
neutered male. I 
was abandoned, 
so I have never 
had a home or 
family. Like the 
bank robber 
Clyde from 
Bonnie and Clyde 
I will steal your 
heart with my sweet personality. I love to 
be held and played with. Come visit me for 
2 reasons - Black is a lucky color, and I 
promise to be as faithful to you as I was to 
Bonnie. Please come see me, I really 
deserve and want a forever home.

DFW NewsFlash




October 16-22, 2013 DFW NEWSFLASHPage 12 972-870-1992    www.dfwnewsflash.com


