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By Brynne Sissom
As part of the City’s effort to

get feedback from residents and to
update the City’s Comprehensive
Plan, residents from across the city
gathered last weekend at the First
Baptist Church in south Irving for
three days to consider changes,
voice concerns, and to put forth a
vision of where they want the city
to be in 20 years time. This recent
effort, called “Building the City of

Choice,” coupled with the
suggestions and inspiration from
the three guests featured in the Fall
Speaker Series, will help city
officials update the
Comprehensive Plan.

Jerry Sparks, Development
Coordinator for the City,
participated Friday evening as a
resident.

“The Comprehensive Plan is a
living document. It is written, but
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Voters also had the
opportunity to vote on nine
proposed amendments to the Texas
Constitution. Statewide more than
12.5 million people voted.

In the state’s most widely
publicized amendment, Prop. 2,
which defines marriage as a union
between one man and one woman,
76% of voters approved the
amendment. Voters strongly
approved Prop.4 with 84% of the
votes. Prop. 4 allows felony

defendants’ previous violations of
release to be considered during a
bail hearing.

Of the nine amendments,
voters approved all the proposed
amendments except Prop. 5 and
Prop. 9. Prop. 5 would have allowed
exemptions to interest rate ceilings,
specifically for the commercial loan
industry. Prop. 9 would have
extended the terms of Regional
Mobility Authority board members
from two years to six years.

More than 11,500 Irving voters
headed to the polls Nov. 8 to vote
on amendments to the City Charter.
All nine amendments were
approved.

Amendment number 8, which
brings the City Charter in alignment
with state law allowing owners of
homestead property two years to
pay taxes and penalties in order to
recover property sold for taxes and

gives owners of other real estate
six months to reclaim their property,
received the largest number of ‘For’
votes.

Amendment number 9, which
provides for special elections to be
held in the event of the resignation
of a council member or mayor,
received the least number of
‘Against’ votes.

According to the unofficial results, amendments to the City
Charter passed with the following number of votes:

Amendment Number 1 -   8,438 For  3,143 Against
Amendment Number 2 -   7,967 For  3,509 Against
Amendment Number 3 -   8,129 For  3,256 Against
Amendment Number 4 -   7,858 For  3,356 Against
Amendment Number 5 -   7,108 For  4,455 Against
Amendment Number 6 -   7,328 For  3,842 Against
Amendment Number 7 - 10,051 For  1,224 Against
Amendment Number 8 - 10,391 For  1,191 Against
Amendment Number 9 -   9,956 For     607 Against

Texas Constitution amendments

we can change it and go where we
want to be,” Mr. Sparks said.

Kevin Kass, Long-range
Planner for the City, organized the
weekend.

“Every three to five years or
sooner, we need to make
adjustments to the Comprehensive
Plan. The Fall Speaker Series kicked
off our current effort to reconsider
the Plan. Those speakers helped
engage us in discussion. The
retreat was the first time residents
actually spoke in a public forum,”
Mr. Kass said.

“At this point, we want to
gauge how well the weekend
worked and take it out to different
groups in a shorter form. We know
that some didn’t participate
because of work, and we still want
to reach them. To reach everyone,
it takes building bridges, and that
takes time. We will take what we
learned from the retreat and

assemble our work plan from it.
What residents showed us was how
and where to prioritize projects.
They also helped us confirm some
of our estimates about what was
needed,” he said.

Some residents stayed for the
entire event, others participated as
their schedule allowed. A complete
compilation of the weekend is being
assembled and will be given to city

officials for them to consider as
further decisions are made.

Attendees broke into groups
to discuss solutions to issues such
as “safety and security,” “cultural
diversity,” “building vital vibrant
neighborhoods,” and “visions of
Irving 20 years from now.”

After discussions,
representatives gave short

By Brynne Sissom
The Irving Veterans

committee laid a wreath at
Veterans Memorial Park last
Sunday, Nov. 6 to honor those
soldiers who gave their lives in

battle. In conjunction with the Parks
and Recreation Department and the
Heritage Center, committee
members, veterans, and families
gathered to pay tribute to soldiers
currently serving and those

killed in action.
Ann Danford, secretary of

the Veterans Committee, was
pleased with the support from
many organizations.

Wreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiersWreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiersWreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiersWreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiersWreath laid in remembrance of fallen soldiers

The Marine Corps League color guard presents the American flag with honor during a wreath
ceremony hosted in Veterans Memorial Park.

See FALLEN, Page 6

Residents take part in creating a new Comprehensive plan for Irving.

See RESIDENTS, Page 3
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Rd. The SUV was exiting a business on the
west side of the road attempting to cross the
southbound lane of Beltline to turn north.

The motorcycle struck the left side of
the SUV. Investigators noted that the speed
limit on that portion of the roadway is 35
mph. Prior to the collision the motorcycle
driver laid his vehicle onto its side and

skidded approximately 160’ before impacting
the left side of the SUV with enough force to
spin it a half turn. The driver of the
motorcycle, Leon Kelly (19) of Grand Prairie,
was transported to Baylor Irving Hospital
where he died from his injuries. The driver of
the SUV, a 34-year-old Carrollton man, was
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Police responded to a major accident

involving a blue 1999 Yamaha YZF
motorcycle and a silver 2004 Nissan
Pathfinder Armada SE in the 1500 block of N.
Beltline Road at 7:55 p.m. Wednesday. Initial
indications are that the driver of the
motorcycle was traveling at an extremely high
rate of speed southbound on N. Beltline

not injured and investigators indicate that
there are no charges pending at this time.

Mr. Kelly had just purchased the
motorcycle a few hours earlier. This marks
the 14th fatality accident of 2005 inside Irving
city limits. The 14 accidents have claimed a
total of fifteen lives. Three of the fatality
accidents have involved motorcycles.

The Fire incidents
70 Miscellaneous Fire and Rescue Calls
4 Structure Fires
0 Special Operations
1     Vehicle Fires
Comments:
11-4 Fatality car accident and fire at 2530 E.
Shady Grove Rd. 
11-4  Structure fire at 2105 W. Airport Frwy.
11-5 Structure fires contained by first arriving
crews.

Irving Fire Department activity summary
Nov. 3 - Nov. 9

Irving Fire Department responded to 331 incidents

Medical calls
49 Major Accidents
101 Major Medical
19 Heart Attacks
31 Difficulty Breathing
43 Trauma Related
13 CPR Situations

Comments:
11-4 Ambulance went into overload once.

REPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTS
Robbery: 11-03-05 A female was leaving
Foley’s at Irving Mall when a tall, thin, male
suspect ran up behind her, grabbed her purse
and ran away. She fell down and injured her
arm and knee. Suspect ran to the north and
may have gotten into a 4 door compact car.

Fatality: 11-04-05  2:47 a.m. A subject was
driving eastbound on Shady Grove in the
2500 block. He was driving too fast, lost
control and hit a tree and a power pole. He

had been involved in a hit and run about 45
minutes before, and was apparently leaving
the city. Hit and Run investigators and Crime
Scene officers were called out.

Structure Fire: 11-04-05  2:41 a.m. An alarm
call was received from 2105 W. Airport
Freeway. Upon arrival officers found the
building was on fire, IFD was called and the
fire was extinguished. IFD called out an
investigator, but at this time the cause is
unknown.

Needed For Expansion
OUTSIDE SALES

REPRESENTATIVE

Advertising Sales representative with newspaper or on-line experience needed.
$20,000 - $30,000+ POTENTIAL

contact  214-675-6493

A Small Business Workshop is
scheduled for Nov.15th in Carpenter Hall of
the Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur
Boulevard. There will be two sessions—one
at 8:15 am and one at 2:45 pm. Approximately
20 speakers from entities that offer free or
low cost services essential to the success of
businesses are scheduled to make
presentations. Each presenter will be

available for one-on-one meetings with
attendees. Anyone wishing to attend this free
workshop should contact the Chamber
(bcraig@irvingchamber.com, or 972-252-
8484).

The Dallas Business Journal has
reported that Houston-based Hines is close
to a deal with the Las Colinas Land Limited

Partnership to acquire approximately 700
undeveloped acres in Las Colinas. The deal
is believed to be worth approximately $120
million and close by the end of the year. It is
anticipated that the land will be sold to
developers for residential development over
the next three years.

The Justice Department and the
Federal Communications
Commission have both approved the
proposed acquisition of MCI Inc
(NASDAQ:MCIP) by Verizon
Communications (NYSE:VZ). The FCC
completed an eight-month, comprehensive
review of the acquisition. The acquisition is
anticipated to close in late 2005 or early 2006.
Verizon serves 49.3 million customers
nationwide and has more than 1,000
employees in Irving.

Irving-based Ace Cash Express Inc
(NASDAQ:AACE) has the Best General
Counsel (staff of 2-20) in the Dallas-Fort
Worth Metroplex! Walter Evans, Ace Cash’s
only general counsel ever, was recently
recognized by the Dallas Business Journal
in its annual Best General Counsel Awards.
Evans was nominated by his CEO, Jay
Shipowitz.  Ace makes money available to
individuals who can’t, or won’t, use
conventional financing methods, and is
among the 100 largest public companies in
North Texas.  Charles Matthews, Vice
President-General Counsel for ExxonMobil

with headquarters in Irving was one of the
judges.

Irving-based La Quinta Corporation
(NYSE:LQI) has announced that its growth
strategy will be in central business districts
with the first projects being in Chicago and
Denver.  The company will often rely on
adaptive reuse of existing property. La Quinta
will be reviewing the Top 25 central business
districts across the country to take
advantage of the higher daily room rates that
can be charged in these locations. Under this
program, the hotelier is looking to buy vacant
office buildings and warehouses in central
business districts and near airports.

Raw Materials Corp, 2729 W. Airport
Freeway, has signed a five-year lease for
19,210 sq ft of industrial space. The company
had previously sub-leased the space.

A new, FREE networking event is
open to any businessperson in Irving
wanting to participate. The Chamber and the
City have partnered to test the interest for
such an event. The event is being held each
Friday morning, 7:30 am, in the Rehearsal Hall
of the Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur
Blvd. Anyone interested in participating only
needs to show up—there is no pre-
registration requirements. Please enter
through the Dupree Theater entrance on the
south side of the Arts Center.
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If you have an upcoming event, game
scores, a press release, or interesting story,
please let us know.  The Irving Rambler
encourages submission of articles, facts, and
photographs pertaining to the people, life,
business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly
by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O. Box 177731,
Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler
for $35 per year. The Irving Rambler is also
distributed free of charge through Irving
businesses and public areas. Please limit
yourself to one copy so others can benefit
from The Irving Rambler.

Deadline for the submission of articles
and advertising is noon Monday, prior to the
publication date.  All submitted articles are
subject to editing.  Opinions expressed in
submitted advertisements, articles, editorial,

or commentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff member.
All articles, press releases, photographs and
other materials submitted become the
property of The Irving Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views,
as well as advertising, does not constitute
endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves
the right to reject or edit any advertising.
The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor
are not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 3 Issue is
published weekly for $35 dollars a year by
The Irving Rambler, Inc.  625 S. Rogers,
Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage pending
at Washington, DC, and additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box
177731, Irving, TX 75017.

presentations, which were listed on large
tablet paper and taped to a wall for others to
read. Under the topic of safety and security,
problems centered around feelings of
isolation in parks, visual clutter and air
quality. Solutions encouraged the
deployment of beat police who knew people
in the neighborhoods and adding streetlights.

In terms of building relationships within
the city and regionally, residents suggested
that more use be made of the intellectual
resources of residents; engage a “Buy
Irving” campaign; and use the Sister Cities
program to develop international businesses.
Others wanted city meetings taken into the
neighborhoods, closer to the people.

Economic Development solutions
centered around reducing the inflated costs
of land in the city; vouchers and competition
in schools, and greater parental participation.
Other suggestions wanted city entrance
features—“WELCOME TO IRVING” signs—
“so people will know where they are”, a
participant said. Other suggestions were for
covered bus stops and to keep the mix of
(house) lot sizes. Most participants wanted

to keep the tax base and see a better
commitment to develop small businesses in
south Irving, and find some dynamic
solutions to the Texas Stadium property.

Twenty years from now residents want
city management to have followed up on
some the “commitment to education” ideas
that Fall Series speaker Henry Cisneros
mentioned with magnet schools, drawing the
best results from across boundaries, and
having private foundations establish college
education funds for the least affluent
students in the poorest performing schools.
One person suggests that Irving have its own
shuttle system in addition to DART, to bring
public transit within walking distance of
people’s homes; another wants to do away
with DART and develop Irving’s own bus
system. Other residents wants Irving to have
the largest pool of volunteers in the state,
and another wants the registered voter
turnout to increase from the average of
twenty percent to 50 or 75 percent.

Additional visions included the “Irving
Indoor Arboreteum,” building large libraries,
and a larger “Arts District” with swans and
romance for the city.
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Please come to a Community Dinner
hosted by Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. Open to all people who have

nowhere to go for the holiday.
Saturday, November 19th

11:30- 2:00 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Fellowship Hall
2620 W. Grauwyler
Irving, Texas 75061

Continued from page 1

By Matt Mungle

Title: Chicken Little
Rated: G
Starring (voice): Zach Braff, Garry Marshall,
Don Knotts, Patrick Stewart, Amy Sedaris,
Steve Zahn, Joan Cusack, Adam West

Chicken Little (Zach Braff) is the story of a
little chicken. Really. I mean he is little. Except
for his head, which is kind of big for him,
being so little. He gets his little tail feathers
in big trouble with the town’s “people” when
he causes a panic because he thinks a piece
of the sky fell on his head. It’s even worse
because his dad (Garry Marshall) doesn’t
believe him and is sort of embarrassed by his
actions. His mom would probably have
believed him but she is dead. After all this is
a Disney movie and moms do not fair well.
But luckily Chicken Little gets the chance to
redeem himself when scary, angry aliens
attack the planet.

Like most Disney movies this one is
about overcoming. Overcoming family
relationships, physical limitations and the
inferiority that plagues most young people.

Chicken Little is helped in his endeavor by
some of his other unpopular friends including
a neurotic pig, Runt (Steve Zahn), a fish out
of water (Dan Molina) and an ugly duckling,
Abby (Joan Cusack). Together they help
Chicken Little mend ways with his pop as
well as save all of mankind from falling
atmosphere. Not bad for a bunch of least
likelies.

Disney may be the father of animation
movies but they still have not mastered the
writing and comedy of Pixar or even
Dreamworks. Though a fun movie that kids
and adults will enjoy one time out, there is
no decent story line and the plot is a
hodgepodge of twists and turns that really
do not gel, ever. Sure, the Chicken is cute but
that will not hold the normal viewer even for
a short 77 minutes. This resembles a straight
to video project or extended Saturday
morning cartoon rather than a major release.
And that is a shame because it had potential,
but just never took flight.

The relationship between Little and his
dad is a little too deep for younger viewers
and not sellable for adults. You will get the
point of course, but they never drive it home
in a way that is relevant or thought
provoking. If they aren’t careful they will
almost convince kids that parents, though
they love you, they will never trust you
unless an alien lands in the backyard and
proves you aren’t lying.

Chicken Little is rated G. Definitely safe
for the whole family and probably not a
terrible choice for a Saturday afternoon
outing. With 3 out of 5 clucks, I’m Matt
Mungle.

Letter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

MoMoMoMoMovies - vies - vies - vies - vies - A little chickA little chickA little chickA little chickA little chicken soup for the soulen soup for the soulen soup for the soulen soup for the soulen soup for the soul

they have not earned. It’s a fundamental life
lesson to earn our rewards. Ironically, this
survey is being sent to high school seniors
(as well as Campus Improvement Committee
members, IISD school and staff, and random
homes in the district this week).

Much has been said to improve the
quality of life in Irving and remove the stigma
of our schools. Saying “NO” to this sub
standard is a place to start. The state has set

Folks,
I sat and listened during the IISD board

meeting this evening, There is one item of
interest worth your time and attention.

Recently, it was discussed at a District
Improvement Committee meeting our school
district board of trustees is considering
allowing senior high school students
participate in graduation ceremonies
(meaning they can walk across the stage)
regardless if they have not passed their end
of year final exams (the state required Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skill - a.k.a.
the TAKS test).

The justification from the
superintendent is successfully graduating

seniors do not receive their diplomas at
graduation, but receive later via mail. The
implication: no one is actually getting a
diploma any way. It’s a ceremony and
celebration for everyone. Even though some
may pass everything else in high school, but
only performs poorly during test time. No
one is getting hurt. Let everyone who pass
MOST requirement walk the stage.

The TAKS test is difficult. High school
is difficult. Adult life is difficult. As intelligent
parents know, these trials set up our children
for the next step in life as high school seniors
advance to college and career. It is not
acceptable for some seniors to be extended
the privilege of participating in ceremonies

the bar. Parents and our school board should
expect our students to pass and surpass
these expectations.

If you receive this survey this week,
consider voting against it. Our students can
do better than our school board believe is
possible.

 John Kuykendall
Irving, Tx., 75060

The University of Dallas has been named
one of the “Top 10 Colleges for American
Values” on a list compiled by NewsMax.com,
an online news source. Its list is based on
the Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s (ISI)
reference, Choosing the Right College: The
Whole Truth about America’s Top Schools.

“We appreciate that NewsMax
understands the changes that have affected
many of our liberal arts universities,” Dr.
Francis M. Lazarus, President of the
University of Dallas, said. “The ISI Guide
asserts that since the 1960s, many American
universities have moved away from a
thoughtful and traditional curricula that
produced well-rounded students and have

allowed political correctness to diminish the
essence of a college education.

“The University of Dallas has always
been proud of its traditional, values-oriented
core curriculum,” Lazarus said, “and we
welcome being listed as a ‘top school for
American values.’”

From ISI’s guide, which lists 134 top
schools NewsMax.com put together its own
list of the 10 best colleges “where a core
curriculum requires a rigorous exposure to
the great thinkers who have shaped our
political, religious and cultural heritage, and
where the atmosphere for learning is nurtured
by genuine intellectual freedom, tolerance
and tradition.”

University of Dallas named a
top college for American values

Bulldozer levels house in historic districtBulldozer levels house in historic districtBulldozer levels house in historic districtBulldozer levels house in historic districtBulldozer levels house in historic district

Built in the 1930’s, extensive damage to
the foundation and additional problems
with the house’s interior forced the owners
to have it demolished. The owners plan to

build two new homes on the property.
Designed to fit into the existing
neighborhood, the new homes will be two-
story, frame houses with the same setback
as the surrounding houses.
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coffee ◊ tea ◊ espresso
smoothies ◊ chai ◊ bubble tea

WI-FI HOT SPOT
1041 W. Rochelle, Irving
Rochelle @ MacArthur

PHONE 972-257-9620

$1.00 OFF
your purchase of $3.50 or more,

with this ad!

District Profiled in TV Documentary
A KERA-TV documentary highlighting

the student stake in the public school finance
issue aired twice last week on Channel
13. Entitled High School: The Best and the
Rest, the 30-minute documentary profiled
high schools in three districts, including
Nimitz High School. Produced last spring,
Nimitz was represented by Aaron Vera, Paige
Campbell and Michael Campbell, vice
principal.

Nimitz held a viewing party on the night
of the first airing. Students used their laptops
to provide instant feedback to the information

presented in the documentary. For more
information on the program, go to
www.kera.org/studentvoices.

MacArthur Playoff Games on Radio
The playoff games for the MacArthur

High School varsity football team can be
heard on radio station KDKR-FM 90.5. The
Cardinals open the playoffs at 6 p.m. Saturday
against Southlake Carroll at Texas Stadium.

Hanes Receives Keats Foundation
Grant

Hanes Elementary School has been
awarded a $320 grant by the Ezra Jack Keats
Foundation to be used for an herb garden
that will be planted by fifth graders.

The herb garden, which will be in the
Hanes courtyard garden, is the culminating
activity of a unit on American Colonial
history, according to Rosemarie Klassen,
Hanes librarian. She is collaborating with fifth
grade science and social studies lead teachers
on this unit. Students will conduct research
on common herbs and choose plants for the
garden.

Crockett English Teacher Publishes
War Novel

Tiffany Holmes, seventh grade English
teacher at Crockett Middle School, has co-
written a novel with her father, retired Lt. Col.
David Brown, entitled Battlelines. The novel
is based on her father’s experiences as a
company commander for the Marines’ Fox
Company in Vietnam. The book is published
by Pine Properties and will be available soon
through Amazon.com and
BarnesandNoble.com. For more information
on the book, go to www.battlelinesbook.com.

MacArthur Finalist for GRAMMY
Signature School

MacArthur High School is a finalist in
the prestigious GRAMMY Signature School
contest. From thousands of entries,
MacArthur made the list of the top 100 music
programs in the country. Forty public high
school music programs will be named
GRAMMY Signature Schools, of which six
will be named Gold Recipients. Selectees will
receive monetary grants between $1,000 and
$10,000. One school will be named the
National GRAMMY Signature School, which
includes a $25,000 prize.

IISD Thanksgiving Holiday Closing
Schedule

All IISD schools and offices will be
closed for the Thanksgiving holidays,
November 23-25. Monday and Tuesday,
November 21-22, are holidays for students
and IISD employees will observe staff
development days. During these two days,
all schools will be closed, but administrative
offices will be open for regular business
hours.

Science Claymation Project at
Lively

Fifth graders in Priscilla Ludeman’s class
at Lively Elementary School enjoy working
on a science claymation project.

Parents Learn Computing at Gilbert
Parents’ classes on basic computer skills

are being held at Gilbert Elementary School
by Veronica Gradiz, counselor, and Carlene
Wright, instructional technology specialist.
A recent session had 13 parents in
attendance.

Robbin Wall, principal of The Academy of IISD (left), Jonte Ross, senior medical
student (center), and Eric Creeger, vice principal, happily donate during a blood
drive October 27 for Carter BloodCare. More than 100 units were donated during
the drive.

Blood Brothers at The Blood Brothers at The Blood Brothers at The Blood Brothers at The Blood Brothers at The AcademAcademAcademAcademAcademyyyyy

Fifth graders in Arielle
Stein’s gifted and talented
class at Farine Elementary
School used Halloween to
conduct various science
experiments, including
creating globes out of
pumpkins.

Spooky Science at Farine

Photo provided courtesy of IISD.Photo provided courtesy of
IISD.
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Siemens Westinghouse National
Competition Winner

Creekview High School senior Emily Hsu
was named a semifinalist in the Siemens
Westinghouse National Competition in
Math, Science and Technology.  Hsu
researched neurogenesis with the University
of Texas Southwestern Medical and
Research Center.

The Siemens Westinghouse
Competition in Math, Science & Technology
recognizes remarkable talent early on,
fostering individual growth for high school
students who are willing to challenge
themselves through science research.
Through this competition, students have an
opportunity to achieve national recognition
for science research projects that they
complete in high school. The competition is
administered by The College Board and
funded by the Siemens Foundation.

Middle School All-District Band
Results

Over 300 musicians from C-FB ISD
middle schools traveled to DeWitt Perry
Middle School to compete for All-District
Band. 

Participating middle schools: Dan F.
Long, DeWitt Perry, Vivian Field, Charles M.
Blalack and Ted Polk. Barbara Bush students
participate in a similar event through the
Association of Texas Small School Bands.

Creekview High School All-Region
Orchestra

Congratulations to the Creekview
students who were named to the All-Region
Orchestra.

String Orchestra:  Jon-Michael Guerra
(violin), Jackie Moore (viola), Bryce Gammill
(cello), and Cory Banks (bass)

Philharmonic Orchestra:  Emily Hsu
(violin), Hoon Park (violin), Deborah Ko
(violin), Andrew Stiefel (viola), Lauren Gay
(viola) and Reed Harris (bass)

Symphony Orchestra:  Matt Box (viola),
Brian Hermonat (viola), and Andy Goolsby
(bass)

Andy Goolsby (bass) was ranked first
in the entire region.

After the Bell (ATB) is offering care
for students during the
Thanksgiving holidays
Hours of Operation:
Mon., Nov. 21, 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 22, 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 23, 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
 
Cost: $20 per day per child for all three days
         $25 per day per child for two days or
less
         $5 per day for students covered by
workforce
 What to bring: Sack Lunch, ATB will
provide a morning and afternoon snack.
 Where: Furneaux Elementary School
Gym, 3210 Furneaux Lane, Carrollton, TX 
75007, 972-939-6256

Newman Smith Volleyball District
Tri-Champions

Congratulations to Newman Smith
volleyball who won the Area Championship
last night over Tyler John Tyler in a match
played at Forney High School. Newman
Smith won in three straight games, 25-22, 25-
19, and 25-17. Newman Smith will now face
Lake Highlands High School in the Regional
Quarterfinals with the winner advancing to
the Region II tournament next weekend. 

Newman Smith High School, Richardson
Pearce High School, and Lake Highlands
High School are Tri-Champions of District
10-5A, having all finished with 10 wins and 2
losses in district play and having split their
matches with each other. Congratulations to
Newman Smith Volleyball, District 10-5A Tri-
Champions!

Ranchview play set in juvenile
detention center

Ranchview High School students will get
an up close and personal look at life in a
juvenile detention center when the school
presents the Jerome McDonough play,
“Juvies”  Nov. 11 and 12 at 7:00 p.m. on the
school’s main stage.

The play’s characters have been
detained for a variety of reasons. Through
recollection scenes, each comes to realize
there are consequences and punishments for
the choices they have made. Admission is
$3.00.

Ranchview High School’s drama
team tackles its first musical

Although no stranger to drama,
Ranchview High School will tackle its first
musical by presenting “Godspell” in late
January. This will be a combined effort of the
theater, choir and dance departments.

All auditions are open to any RHS
student who is passing all subjects.

Just a Reminder about the
Applause Card Program
All full-time and part-time employees are
eligible members of the Applause Card
Program. Each C-FB ISD employee has
received a card to present to businesses for
the offered discount or incentive.  Our
Chambers of Commerce and area businesses
have joined together to provide C-FB ISD
employees with this program that says,
“Thank you very much for educating our
young people. You are very important!”  

McLaughlin’s Phone Numbers Are
Changing

McLaughlin Elementary has new
telephone numbers. The new main number is
972-968-2500 and the new fax number is 972-
968-2510.

No Flu Shots Scheduled inNo Flu Shots Scheduled inNo Flu Shots Scheduled inNo Flu Shots Scheduled inNo Flu Shots Scheduled in
DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict

Due to a shortage of the flu vaccine as a
result of decreased production by the
manufacturers, the district has not been able
to schedule flu shots. If the vaccine becomes
available, the shots will be offered at the
earliest dates available.

Peter Pan Coming to Creekview
The Creekview High School Fine Arts

Department will present Peter Pan Nov. 16,
17 18, 19 at 7:30 p.m. and at 2:00 p.m. on Sun.,
Nov. 20 in the Creekview auditorium, 3201
Old Denton Road, Carrollton. Admission is
$12.00 for adults and $10.00 for students. 
 Tickets can be purchased at Creekview
in the Student Services Department or at the
box office prior to each performance.  For
more information, call 972-939-4000.

Congratulations to our newest
VIPs!

VIPs were recognized at the board
meeting on Thurs., Nov. 10 include:
 Lamar Smith -  Creekview
Ashley Curran -  Country Place
Jeremy Sale - Furneaux
Jill Speckert  -  Kathryn S. McWhorter
Kellie Rodriquez – June R. Thompson
Sarah Eaton – McCoy

Newman Smith Debate Tournament
Results

The Newman Smith High School Debate
team had an outstanding weekend at the
Coppell Tournament. The team swept the
tournament winning first place in every
individual speaking event, and added two
more qualifications for the State
Championship Tournament.  Bijal Mehta and
Kelly Laustsen have both placed first in each
division of Extemporaneous Speaking in all
three tournaments they have competed this
year, a very rare and impressive feat.

Individual results for the tournament are
as follows:
 Bijal Mehta: first place in International
Extemp and Original Oratory, third place in
Lincoln Douglas Debate.
***Bijal is now qualified in three events for
the state championship tournament.

Kelly Laustsen: first place Domestic
Extemp
***Kelly is now qualified in two events for
the state championship tournament.

Anim Haroon: second place Original
Oratory, third place International Extemp.
***Anim is now qualified for state in
International Extemp.

Preston McGlothlin and Lauren Brown
were both Finalists in International Extemp
and Julie Leary was a semifinalist in Domestic
Exempt.

A number of HOSA (Health
Occupations Students of
America) chapter members from
The Academy of IISD collected
canned goods for the Dallas
Food Bank and delivered them
to the State Fair of Texas October
19.

HOSA StudentsHOSA StudentsHOSA StudentsHOSA StudentsHOSA Students
Conduct FConduct FConduct FConduct FConduct Food Driveood Driveood Driveood Driveood Drive

Photo provided courtesy of IISD.
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FALL CLOTHING

ARRIVING DAILY

Consignments accepted by appointment

LADIES
RESALE BOUTIQUE

2700 N. O’Connor, Suite 116,
Irving

Tues. - Fri. 10-6
Thur. 10-7
Sat.  10-5 (972) 594 - 7722

“Mr. Robert Vandertulip, whose son was
the first Irving soldier killed in Iraq, and VFW
Commander Dean Smith of the Irving VFW
Post 2494 laid the wreath for us. We gathered
to honor those people, those soldiers and
the sacrifices they and their families have
made,” Ms. Danford said. “Bob Moffatt and
Mayor Pro Tem Joe Phillip opened the
ceremony with announcements and the
welcoming remarks.”

“Snows Florist donated the wreath, Don
Shannon played bagpipes for us, and the
bugler who played “Taps” for us was from
Bugles Across America. He was marvelous.
Pastor Jim Gerlach from Oakview Baptist gave
the invocation; Lauren Johnston of Ft.
Worth, sang “The Star Spangled Banner”.

The Marine Corps League, comprised of
active and inactive Marines, presented the
colors. I was pleased the way everything
came together,” she said.

According to Danford, about 40 people
attended. Refreshments were provided and
served by the Womens Auxiliary of the VFW,
in the library auditorium afterward.

The Veterans committee is meeting with
the city Parks and Recreation Board Nov. 14
to present the full plans for finishing the
Irving Memorial Veterans Park. The plans will
be presented to the City Council December
14.

“I think all the help we are getting now
will help us finish the Veterans Park, and that
should be high on everyone’s list,” Ms.
Danford said.

By Brynne Sissom
Irving incorporated in 1903, and along

the way to becoming the city it is today, it
absorbed other communities. Mayor Pro Tem
Beth Van Duyne, city councilman Joe Philipp,
city archivist Jan Hart, and Dallas County
Historical Commissioner Buddy Frazer
dedicated five historical markers last
Saturday in honor of four of the original
communities that grew into Irving.

A fifth marker recognized the location of
Dr. D. W. Gilbert’s farm, medical office and
homestead. Dr. Gilbert served the area as an
early physician who practiced first in Sowers
and then moved to Irving.

The Historical Marker Committee of the
Centennial Taskforce selected the markers.
According to Jan Hart, archivist, it was a long
process.

“Probably, the paperwork was started in
2002. First the Dallas County Historical
Commission had to approve them and then
the research and paperwork was sent to the

City dedicates historical markCity dedicates historical markCity dedicates historical markCity dedicates historical markCity dedicates historical markers in commemoration of Irers in commemoration of Irers in commemoration of Irers in commemoration of Irers in commemoration of Irving’ving’ving’ving’ving’s histors histors histors histors historyyyyy
state level. Once the markers gained state
approval, the state commission decided on
the text of the markers,” Ms. Hart said.

The four towns honored as historical
sites were Kit, which was annexed first in
1951; Sowers, which in its time, was expected
to be more successful than Irving, Union
Bower and Bear Creek. Sowers was annexed
in two parts; the first in 1954, the second half
in 1956. Union Bower was absorbed in 1956
too. Bear Creek was last to be annexed in
1969.

At each site, residents of the
communities themselves or relatives of the
founding families spoke. Bear Creek’s
dedication featured Imogene Rogers, sister
of the late Irving councilwoman Jackie
Townsell; Bessie Powers Ramsey, an early
businesswoman spoke on behalf of the
Sowers community, and Dr. Clay Gilbert, D.O.,
spoke for his grandfather, whose farm, peach
tree orchard and medical office were razed in
the 1950’s when Plymouth Park shopping

center was built. Louise Henderson, a former
resident of Kit, joined the Honorable Linda
Harper-Brown in presenting the Kit marker,
and Vivian Pierce, organizer of the “Union
Bower Brats,” spoke at the Union Bower
celebration.

These four towns had their own
churches, schools and post offices, but were
never incorporated. Irving city archivist
suggests that early incorporation played a
part in the City of Irving dominating the other
farming communities.

“Irving was a planned community. Otis
Brown and J.O. Schultz bought about 80
acres from the Britain family and sold the
plats for homes. Brown and Schultz filed their
hand drawn plan with Dallas County so it
would be of record in 1903. Irving was built
along the railroad, too, so this played a part
in strong growth,” Ms. Hart said. Research
shows that once the railroad was rolling
through Irving, population in the
surrounding towns dwindled.

“These markers do bring prestige to
Irving. Buddy Frazer, a Dallas County
Historical Commissioner, said that these
markers are the highest recognition the State
Historical Commission can bestow upon a
city. He didn’t think that any other city had
ever dedicated five markers in a single day.
Having these markers gets Irving
automatically listed on the web site of the
Texas State Historical Commission,” Ms. Hart
said.

FFFFFallen soldiers remembered in allen soldiers remembered in allen soldiers remembered in allen soldiers remembered in allen soldiers remembered in VVVVVeterans Peterans Peterans Peterans Peterans Parkarkarkarkark
Continued from page 1

Mayor Pro Tem Beth Van Duyne, who
spoke at the dedications, appreciated
people’s interest in the event.

“We began at Bear Creek and I learned
something new from each town. At Union
Bower site, the Union Bower Brats were
celebrating with everyone. ‘The Brats’ as
they call themselves, are former students of
the Union Bower schools and residents of
the area. They were refreshing,” Ms. Duyne
said.

“I couldn’t get over the attendance. At
every dedication people joined us on the bus
or drove in their own cars with us. Also, the
Gilbert family conducted their own research
on the house and contributions that their
grandfather made to city. Their family marker
held its own special place too,” she said.

With the addition of these five markers,
Irving can now boast of having 49 markers
that convey the history and contributions of
people and communities to Irving. Sixteen of
those markers are from the State of Texas. An
additional eight markers were dedicated by
the Irving Heritage Society. Twenty-five sites
were recommended by the Irving Centennial
Celebration Task Force Historical Markers
Committee. They commemorate trails,
businesses, homes, churches, families,
libraries, a cabin, schools, cemeteries,
communities, roads, and community leaders.
Residents may obtain a map that lists all of
the markers, or can pick one up at the
Archives office in the Irving Public Library.

The University of Dallas announced the
recipients of the 2005 Distinguished Alumni
Awards at a ceremony Oct. 23. Honorees
include constitutional lawyer Dr. John
Eastman         class of ’82, chemical
dependency counselor Antoinette ‘Toni’
Horak class of ’60, businessman and
entrepreneur Michael F. Maguire class of ’60
and federal government administrator Dr.
Susan Orr class of ’82.

University Alumni Association
leadership and the University Board of
Trustees established the honor to celebrate
those former students whose lives embody
the qualities that the University fosters
through its educational principles.

“The Distinguished Alumni Awards
celebrate the spirit of achievement that
abounds in the University of Dallas

community,” Dr. Francis M. Lazarus,
President of the University, said. “Each of
the four honorees has gained not only
admiration from classmates, but also respect
from colleagues in their respective disciplines
at the national or international level. That
degree of success inspires all of us—current
students, past students, faculty, staff and
friends of our institution.”

Eastman has enjoyed an influential
career as a constitutional lawyer. After
graduating cum laude from the University
with a degree in politics and economics,
Eastman clerked for the Honorable Clarence
Thomas and later argued regularly before the
Supreme Court.  Eastman’s courtroom skills
have played a role in shaping American
jurisprudence, impacting such matters as
affirmative action, First Amendment rights

and school vouchers.
Horak has devoted her career to helping

chemically dependent women and families in
the Dallas area. The valedictorian of the
University’s first graduating class, Horak has
instructed patients on depression, educated
the community about codependency issues
and volunteered for various nonprofit
organizations. In addition to her role as a
professional counselor, Horak remains active
in various University activities and service
projects.

Maguire has divided his time between a
business executive role, entrepreneurial
endeavors and Catholic community
leadership. Maguire served for 22 years as
CEO of manufacturer Susan Crane, Inc. Until
recently, Maguire owned the popular Dallas
restaurant, Gershwin’s. Additionally,

Maguire’s work with the Next Generation
Trust Fund has secured financial support for
Dallas inner-city Catholic Schools.

Orr has been Associate Commissioner
of the Children’s Bureau in the Administration
for Children and Families of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
since 2001. At the helm of the oldest federal
agency focused on the welfare of children,
Orr oversees a budget of $8 billion. Orr
combines her career as an advocate for foster
care and free adoption with community
service efforts as a member of the board of
directors for Teen Choice, a pro-abstinence
nonprofit organization.

With more than 3,000 students, the
University of Dallas offers both
undergraduate and graduate programs in
liberal arts and business.

University of Dallas announces distinguished alumni award recipients
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Room Size Rems
55c Sq.-Ft And Up
(Cash & Carry)

90 DAYS
SAME AS

CASH

With
Approved

Credit

FREE
ESTIMATES

With Ad

We Can’t Be Undersold

BELTLINE CARPET INC.

1224 N. Beltline
972-399-1033

(South Of Airport) Fwy. Irving

Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:00pm Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm

In Business 22 Years Family Owned

Coupon Only Limited Time Offer

BERBER
“FOOTPRINT FREE”

 

$144
Installed With Pad

 Sq. Ft
Reg. $1.67

HOME AND OFFICE
COMMERCIAL CARPET

 99C
Installed With Pad

 Sq. Ft
Reg. $1.22

FREIZE CARPET

 $166
Installed With Pad

 Sq. Ft
Reg. $1.89

STAIN PROTECTED

 $111
 Sq. Ft

Reg. $1.44

Installed With Pad

DUPONT
STAIN MASTER

 $177
Installed With Pad

 Sq. Ft
Reg. $2.11

HEAVY 45 OUNCE

 $177
Installed With Pad

 Sq. Ft
Reg. $2.11

Coupon Only Limited Time Offer

Coupon Only Limited Time Offer

Coupon Only Limited Time Offer
Coupon Only Limited Time Offer

Coupon Only Limited Time Offer

By Jan and Howard Bemis
The Irving Hospital District

Neighborhood Association held their second
annual Chili Cook Off on Saturday, Nov 5.
About 75 people attended, and 14 excellent
chili cooks brought their unique chili. In
addition to chili, lots of desserts, dips and

Chili Cook Off brings neighbors and good food togetherChili Cook Off brings neighbors and good food togetherChili Cook Off brings neighbors and good food togetherChili Cook Off brings neighbors and good food togetherChili Cook Off brings neighbors and good food together

After a morning of master chili making, the Robbinson family enjoys taking a break.

side dishes were created by residents.
Every entry was an example of creative

chili made the Texas way. This year’s winners
are:  First Place, Ms Pete Hernandez; Second
Place, Mr. Mike Bigman; and Third Place,
Mike Robinson. Cash prizes were awarded
to each for their outstanding chili.

By Brynne Sissom
The Four Seasons Cool 5K Run and

Family Festival, the longest standing 5K run
in the region, completed another successful
event on Oct. 29. In this 21st staging of the
event, over 700 participants ran through parts
of Las Colinas to complete the final leg in the
Four Seasons effort to raise funds for the
cancer center of Baylor Hospital, Irving.

A family 1K run launched earlier in the
morning, allowed family members, including
dogs, to run for the cure, and for fun.

John Drake, president of the Irving
Hospital Foundation, circulated in the crowd
thankful of the peoples’ efforts on behalf of
Baylor Hospital.

“I am here today to gratefully accept the
$150,000 from the Four Seasons Resort and
Club. This race and the expertly coordinated
golf tournament, along with car washes, silent
auctions and other efforts have all
contributed to this sum. Paul Earnest and
Robin Scott netted $50,000 together with their
golf and tennis marathons. There are people
alive today because of their commitment. The
whole resort is behind this effort,” Mr. Drake
said.

“Four Seasons Resort is the first
corporation in Irving to pass the one million
dollar mark in contributions to the Irving

Hospital Foundation. They asked, ‘What can
we do locally to provide world class cancer
care in our hometown hospital?’ They dove
into it. I’d like to thank Karen Tingle who is a
joy to work with. The resort relies on people
like her in this effort, and Craig Reid who is
general manager of the resort,” he said.

Mercy Ibok and Sara Powell joined the
race at the invitation of a friend who works at
the resort.

“It’s my first race ever. It’s for a good
cause. A friend invited me, and I intend to

FFFFFour Seasons Cool Run caps month long fund raising efforour Seasons Cool Run caps month long fund raising efforour Seasons Cool Run caps month long fund raising efforour Seasons Cool Run caps month long fund raising efforour Seasons Cool Run caps month long fund raising efforttttt
walk most it,” Ms. Ibok said.

David Myhill planned to run the race
with two large furry pals.

“I will go as far as my dogs can make it,”
Mr. Myhill said.

Angela Enright, public relations director
for the Resort, has been race director for 16
years.

“This whole event has evolved from just
a race into the ‘Cool October’ theme. We have
a 30-day push where we do everything
possible to raise the money for cancer care
and educate everyone about early detection
and treatment. The $150,000 comes from small
events we do at the Resort among employees
like car washes, shoe polishing days and
bake sales, and the larger, public events, like
the golf and tennis tournaments, live auction,
the big dinner and the race make the most
contributions. Our resort employee chili
cook-off is particularly competitive. We
supply the beef and the rest is up to the
contestants. The winning recipe is served
on race day, after the 5K,” Ms. Enright said.

Irving resident, Ryan Gorman, finished
in first place overall in the 5K Cool Run. Dave
Matlack and Shawn Gardner, both of Dallas,
placed second and third respectively.

By Jamie Mays
Childrens Discovery Center (CDC)

students, parents, relatives, friends and
alumni lined up for the 29th annual one mile
Fun Run presented on Oct. 29. Each year
between 300 and 500 people participate in
the run and the annual fundraising auction.

The students, from 3 through 6 years
old, trained for weeks to complete the run.
CDC students practiced daily in the school’s
gymnasium running the perimeter of the gym,

Youngsters join in annual Fun Run
gradually working their way up to 18 laps to
accomplish a mile. Mrs. Jean Smith started
the race at 9:00 a.m. with the children waiting
at the starting line, dressed in matching “Fun
Run” shirts.

“This event is one of the only athletic
opportunities of this type designed for
young children and their families to
participate in together,” Mrs. Smith said. Later
in the morning at an awards ceremony the

top finishers were awarded trophies and
medals.

Jamie Mays, Director of CDC, believes
youngsters should learn the benefits of a
healthy lifestyle.

“Through this event the children learn
about the benefits of a healthy body, how
exercising can be fun, that working hard to
accomplish something is a good feeling and
that everyone is a winner! Everyone gets a
ribbon that completes the race,” Director
Mays said.

The event also included the school’s
only fundraiser of the year: an audible and
silent auction. Open to the public, the auction
featured gifts and services from area
merchants; gift certificates to restaurants,
museums, and other cultural activities;
collectibles; sports memorabilia; handcrafted
items and original works of art. Auction
proceeds go directly to benefit the students
at CDC.

Childrens Discovery Center was
established in 1977 as a five day a week
Christian Montessori school at South
MacArthur Church of Christ. There are 51
students currently enrolled. Classes consist
of two full day classes for ages four through
six and two half day classes for three and
four year olds.

Finishing the Cool 5K Run in first place,
Ryan Gorman runs the final length of the
race.

Photo provided courtesy of Jan and Howard Bemis.
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Horseless CarriagesHorseless CarriagesHorseless CarriagesHorseless CarriagesHorseless Carriages

Buy and Sell Late Model Rebuilders
PRESTIGE AUTO BROKERS, INC.

(972) METRO 263-9333
FAX (972) 263-1672

IR504522

2001 Chevy Camaro
Runs & Drives - T Tops - Light Damage to

front & rear - $3,150

3737 East Main St., Grand Prairie, Texas
75050

www.prestigeautobrokers.com E-mail”
sales@prestigeautobrokers.com

A & F  AA & F  AA & F  AA & F  AA & F  AUTOUTOUTOUTOUTO
122 WEST PIONEER STREET

IRVING, TEXAS 75061
972-253 1688

res0esza@verizon.net

CECIL PATRICK OPEN MON-FRI. 7 TO 4

NEW DRIVER
in the family?

Time for

NEW CAR
insurance

Call me to learn more about
Young Driver Discounts.

Kerri Miene, Agent
210 S O’Connor Road

Irving, TX 75060
Bus: 972-253-1966

kerri.miene.st87@statefarm.com
Open Sat 9:00am til 1200 noon

State Farm Mutual Automobile InsuranceCompany
(Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

FREEBOXES, TAPE &
BUBBLE WRAP

Free Exact Online Quote
Dr. Move

972-929-3098 or 1-888-Dr. Move-1
Call Now For 10% off! Promo Code 301

DOT #B589368

This week, we test-drive the low-price,
but not low-quality, Scion XA. You can park
a brand-new Scion XA with automatic
transmission in your driveway for way less
than $14,000. With the five-speed manual
transmission, the base drops to $12,480,
making it one of the very best buys out there.
It’s worth every penny.

Most noteworthy is parent company
Toyota’s involvement, although like the
Lexus, the Toyota nameplate is absent on
the Scion models.

Scion XA is a fun and affordable car that
is sure to attract most of its sales from the
younger set, known as the “tuner” crowd.
The fact that the XA can be customized
thanks to countless aftermarket offerings is
just one strong “buy” point. If a new owner
isn’t sure how adding aftermarket hop-up and
suspension parts could affect the Scion
warranty, he or she can check with the local
dealer. Or better yet, choose from an array of
dealer-installed accessories like carbon-fiber
pieces, TRD performance parts and spoilers
and chrome alloy wheels that are covered by
the factory warranty.

Listed as a front-drive, five-door
subcompact, Scion XA has a sporty stance
right off the assembly platform, thanks to
sculpted wheel wells and an aerodynamic
flow to the rear and trunk areas. The wide
grille enhances its look, while rocker panel
extensions draw the eye closer to the ground.
The cabin receives high marks for
appearance, functionality and ease of access
to all switches and accessories. The seats
are firm yet comfortable, and numerous

passenger-friendly items, like storage bins
and cup holders, add to the great layout. We
also like the large compartment in the center
cluster and the hidden under-the-floor
storage in the XA’s spacious cargo area. The
only negative is the high center-mounted
instrument cluster, which forces drivers to
take their eyes off the road for too long a
period.

The Scion XA offers lots of standard
features. However, since music is so
important to its target audience, all Scions
are equipped with Pioneer 160-watt, six-
speaker AM/FM/CD sound systems that are
XM satellite-radio ready. They feature Scion
Sound Processing with three pre-set
equalizer settings and MP3-media
compatibility. It sounds great.

Then there’s air conditioning, all the
powers, rear-window defogger, tilt steering
wheel, split folding rear seats, cargo area
cover, and a tachometer and trip meter. Add
full safety items like air bags and four-wheel
ABS to a great MacPherson strut front and
torsion rear suspension, and you’ve got a
real winner.

Under the hood sits a 1.5-liter, four-
cylinder engine that produces 108
horsepower at 6,000 rpm. (“Tuners” will
change these numbers for sure.) Fuel
economy is exceptional with EPA estimates
of 32 mpg city and 37 mpg highway for manual
transmission models, and 31/38 for the
automatic. Our tester had the four-speed
automatic transmission that, although it
shifts well, suffers a bit in acceleration. The
five-speed manual will move out much better.
Important numbers include a wheelbase of
93.3 inches, 11.7 to 32.8 cubic-feet of cargo
space, an 11.9 gallon fuel tank and 2,380
pound curb weight. Our model came with an
optional Sport package called Release Series
2.0 for $1,035, a side and curtain airbag kit for
$650 and $515 destination to arrive at the
final tally.

2005 Scion XA
Base price: $13,330
Price as tested: $15,530

In ending, everything about the Scion
XA reverts back to its affordable pricing. The
car handles very well, too. We give Scion
XA an 8.5 on a scale of one to 10.

Likes: Toyota involvement, price-price-price
Dislikes: Speedometer/instrument panel
location
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

Q: Greg, what is a 1970 Buick GS coupe
worth? I’d love to buy one, and I am checking
the ads in collector magazines for one that’s
already been restored. — Harry, Detroit

A: Harry, I’ve always had a special place in
my heart for Buicks. My grandfather had a
black 1948 four-door straight-eight, and as a
boy I used to sneak into his garage and sit in
that car for hours, dreaming of the day I, too,

Buick GSXBuick GSXBuick GSXBuick GSXBuick GSX

would become a driver. Along the way, I
owned a 1951 two-door Special, which I
bought in 1969 for only $300, and a 1983 Park
Avenue, which served my family well with
115,000 trouble-free miles.
Buicks also made a strong impression during
my high-performance years. Many a Chevelle
SS396, Roadrunner or Tri-Power GTO were
surprised by the strength and winning ability
of the ’67 to ’71 Buick Skylark Gran Sport
line. These screamers, especially the Stage I
and GSX, looked good and ran like the
dickens.
A friend of mine had one in 1969, a 400-inch
Stage I model, and we had that car running in
the 12.9-second range in the quarter mile with
add-on equipment like Hedman headers, a 3-

barrel 950 Holley carb, aluminum intake, 4.33
posi gears and a Mallory ignition and slicks.
As for pricing, a show-quality, fully restored
1970 Buick GSX will run $30,000 plus. Expect
to pay $24,500 for the Stage I, $18,500 for the
GS 455, and around $15,000 for the GS350.
Remember, these are approximate prices, and
could escalate or decline depending on the
buyer and how willing one is to part with
such a great machine, especially those Stage
I and GSX models.
P.S. If money is no object, go for the GSX.

Write to Greg Zyla in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send an e-mail to
letters.kfws@hearstsc.com.
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.
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$1.00 OFF
Each Adult Dinner Buffet

Up To 5 Adults Per
Table Mon-Thurs-Only

DINE  IN Only Ex-
cludes holidays. Dine In

Only Not Valid With
Other Offers Expires

DEC 28, 2005
NEW PANDA CAFE

10% OFF
TOTAL BILL

With This Coupon Dine In
Only - Excludes Holidays.

Dine In Only Not Valid
With Other Offers Expires

DEC 28, 2005
NEW PANDA CAFE

$1.00 OFF
Each Adult Dinner Buffet

Up To 5 Adults Per
Table Mon-Thurs-Only

DINE  IN Only Ex-
cludes holidays. Dine In

Only Not Valid With
Other Offers Expires

DEC 28, 2005
NEW PANDA CAFE

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call
SPECIALS

EVERY
DAY!

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food

Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

By Diane Brown
All of us have used a variety of vinegars

for cooking, cleaning, and medicinal
purposes.
Vinegar is a wonderful organic tool that was
discovered thousands of years ago when
wine was accidentally fermented too long and
turned sour.

Vinegar can be made from apples, berries,
beets, corn, fruits, grains, honey, malt, syrup
potatoes, rice and other foods containing
sugar. Sugars from these foods are fermented
into alcohol and then into vinegar. You are
probably aware of many of the following uses
for vinegar, but hopefully you can try some
new ones.

***NOTE***Nothing here is to be
taken as medical advice. Always check with
your doctor before attempting to diagnose
yourself or deciding upon medication to treat
any symptoms.

Products made from 99% glacial acetic
acid are petroleum derivatives and should
be avoided.

Use white vinegar made from grain
alcohol or apple cider vinegar made from
apples.

Vinegar can be used as an organic
herbicide. The vinegars I use are distilled
from grain alcohol. I use 10% vinegar for the
following herbicide: to one gallon of 10%
vinegar, add one ounce of orange oil, one
teaspoon liquid dish soap. Do not add water.
Spot spray weeds, grass growing up in cracks,
etc. Just a word of caution: this formula is
non-selective. It will destroy desirable plants
too, so use a windbreak or cover the plants
you want to keep. The beauty of this formula
is that as soon as it dries, you can replant.
Doing this on a hot day works even better.

Vinegar can be used as a fungicide. Mix
three tablespoons of natural apple cider
vinegar into one gallon of water. Spray during
the cool part of the day for black spot on
roses and other fungal diseases. Adding one
tablespoon of molasses to the mixture will
increase the effectiveness of vinegar as a
fungicide.

Commercial cleaning products are not
necessary and can be expensive. Using
household products are often more effective
and easier on the budget, especially with the
rise in gas prices and electric bills, every little
bit helps. The four products I use for
household cleaning are baking soda, orange
oil, salt, and vinegar. These four items will
accomplish almost every cleaning task and
are very inexpensive.
Around the house:

All the following tips are use white vinegar
unless otherwise specified.

Equal parts salt and vinegar will clean
coffee and tea stains from china cups.
Spots on your stainless steel kitchen
appliances can be removed by rubbing the
spots with a cloth dampened with vinegar.

Removing fruit stains from your hands
is easy by rubbing them with a little vinegar.
To get rid of lime deposits in your teakettle
boil a pot of water adding ½ cup of vinegar
and then rinse thoroughly.

To freshen vegetables, soak wilted
vegetables in two cups of water and a
tablespoon of vinegar.

Add two tablespoons of vinegar to water
when boiling eggs to keep them from cracking.
If you marinate your meat in vinegar, it will
kill bacteria and tenderize the meat.

Clean your coffee maker by filling the
reservoir with vinegar and running it through
a brewing cycle. Rinse thoroughly with water.

Clean the dishwasher clean by running
a cup of vinegar through the cycle about
once a month.

To keep drains running well put ¼ cup
of baking soda in the drain followed by one
cup of vinegar. Then rinse with hot water.
This really helps in keeping drains clog free.

Clean and disinfect your cutting boards
by wiping them down with full strength
vinegar.

Clean your microwave by boiling a
solution of ¼ cup vinegar and one cup water
in the microwave. Splattered food will wipe
away easily.

Debug fresh vegetables by washing
them in water with vinegar and salt.

Formica countertops will shine if cleaned
with vinegar.

Clean soap scum, mildew, and grime from
your bathtub and shower with vinegar, then
rinse with water.

To deodorize a room put a bowl of
vinegar in the room, or mist the air with
vinegar. The vinegar smell goes away quickly,
leaving the air freshened.

Remove decals or stickers by soaking a
cloth in vinegar and covering the decal or
sticker. Wait a few minutes and it should peel
off easily.

Spray vinegar on windows and dry with
newspaper. The windows will shine like a new
penny.

To liven up rugs and carpets, brush them
with a mixture of one-cup vinegar in a gallon
of water.

Soak a paintbrush in hot vinegar, wash
in soapy water. This will soften the bristles.

Mix equal parts of vinegar and olive oil
and rub into stubborn rings on your furniture
from wet glasses. Be sure and rub with the
grain of the wood.

To clean grout pour vinegar full strength,
let it sit, clean with toothbrush. Grout looks
great.

To clean silk flower arrangements, mist
with vinegar and gently shake off the dust.
They will look new again.

Doing the laundry:
To fluff up your blankets add two cups of
vinegar to your washer. This is good for
cotton and wool blankets.

While ironing, if you slightly scorch a
garment, lightly rub with vinegar, and then
wipe with a clean cloth.

To get rid of perspiration marks on
washable clothing, lightly rub with vinegar
and then wash as usual.

To set in creases in slacks or jeans, make
a solution of one part vinegar, two parts water;
dampen with solution along creases, cover
with a brown paper bag and press.

If you have to let out a garment, or let
out a hem, dampen cloth with vinegar, put
under the fabric and press to remove the
crease.

Add ½ cup of vinegar to your rinse
cycle to get rid of lint in clothes.

Freshen up your washing machine by
pouring one-cup of vinegar in the tub and
run through the normal cycle without
clothes. Do this about once a month to clean
the hoses and unclog soap scum.

In the garden:
Grow beautiful azaleas by occasionally

watering them with a mixture of two
tablespoons vinegar to one quart water.

To increase the soil acidity for acid loving
plants, add a cup of vinegar to one gallon of
water. The vinegar will release iron in the soil
for the plants.
Add two tablespoons vinegar and one

teaspoon sugar to each quart of water to
freshen cut flowers.

Rinse your hands liberally with vinegar
after working with garden lime to avoid rough
and flaking skin.

Clean pots before repotting; rinse with
vinegar to remove excess lime.

Pets and pests:
To eliminate urine stains from your

carpet, blot spot to remove as much urine as
possible with a soft cloth, flush with water,
then apply a solution of equal parts vinegar
and cool water, blot, rinse and let dry.

Spray vinegar around door and window
frames to deter ants.

Add a little vinegar to pets’ drinking
water to help with flea problems.

Outside the house:
Use vinegar full strength to polish car

chrome.
To clean rust from tools, nuts and bolts,

and spigots, soak overnight in undiluted
vinegar. In the wintertime, coat your car
windows the night before with three parts
vinegar to one part water; the next morning
car windows will be frost-free.

Don’t overlook the many uses of vinegar

Diane and Ray Brown owned and operated
Nonnie’s House of Organics and Gifts, an
organic lawn and garden store, and, The
Groom Shop, a dog grooming service which
used only organic supplies on animals.
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Gracey

Breed
DSH
S e x

Female / Spayed
Weight

about 11 lbs.
Age

about 4 years
Color

Seal Point
Reason for
Surrender

Family member
with allergies.

Comments: Gracey is a
very special cat that
deserves a loving home. She
had a wonderful home for a
while but a family member
was allergic to her so they
had to bring her back.

Lexus

Breed
Dachshund Mix

S e x
Female / Spayed

Weight
about 20 lbs.

Age
about 3 year

Color
Brown

Reason for
Surrender:

Didn’t get along

with other female dog.
Comments:Lexus is
housebroken and good
with children. She is active
and friendly. She would
like a home where she can
be the only pet. She is
very loving.

The DFW Humane Society, 1611 West Irving Blvd, Irving, TX 75061
972-253-3333

Animals PresentlyResiding At
The DFW Humane Society

Stemmons foundation pledges $100,000 annual matching funds grant for each of
the next five years.

“We are raising funds to build a new shelter; named Corky’s Cottage. Corky’s Cottage is
going to be about 10,000 square foot facility. We bought 2.2 acres adjacent to our current
facility. We have done all of the architectural renderings, everything is done for the new facility;
now comes the hard part, raising the $2.4 million that we need to get it up and running,” Darryn
Pope, the D/FW Humane Society board president.

Every dollar you send is worth two dollars with the grant.

REDEEMER MONTESSORI SCHOOL

A Montessori
environment
for preschool
through 3rd

grade.

Today’s
choice that
will last a
lifetime!

Call now for Individualized Tour

2700 Warren Circle (at Rochelle) Irving, TX 75062

972-257-3517
www.redeemermontessori.org

Q: My husband and I are visiting relatives
for a few days this Thanksgiving. Should we
take our cat with us, or will she be all right at
home? — Becky, via e-mail

A: Either option is acceptable — provided
you make plans for your pet well in advance.
Your cat can be left alone for a long weekend
— up to three days — as long as it has no
medical condition. Leave enough food and
water out to cover your time away, as well as
plenty of toys. Make sure that any item that
could endanger the cat — including plants
— is kept well out of reach.

On your return, your cat will probably
be a little resentful at your absence. Shower
it with treats and love, and that resentment
will disappear, usually within a day.

If your trip will take longer than three
days, consider hiring a cat sitter — a
responsible neighborhood child or a friend
— to stop by, feed the cat and play for a
short while. If your cat needs to take a daily
pill or has special medical needs, boarding it
at the vet is a better option.

If you decide to travel with your cat, let your
relatives know right away that you’ll be
bringing a pet.

On the trip, bring food and water for the
cat, as well as a litter box and a leash. Make
sure the cat wears its I.D. tags, and keep it in
a travel crate while the car is moving. Stop
frequently and take the cat out on the leash
so it can stretch out.

If your cat gets extremely anxious or
agitated while in the car, talk to your vet
before the trip about giving it a sedative or
anti-anxiety drug.

A final note: Please, be a good guest. If
your relatives can’t have the cat in the house
because they have allergies, dogs or
whatever, make other arrangements.

Send your tips, questions and comments to
Paws Corner, c/o King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475, or e-mail them to
pawscorner@hotmail.com.

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

Have Cat, Will Travel (Or Maybe Not)

The DFW Humane Society hosted its 6th

annual Black Collar Affair at the Austin Ranch
in Grapevine on Nov. 5. A barbeque dinner
and live music provided by Leo Hull and the
Texas Blues Machine added the flavor of
Texas to the event themed Unleash Texas
Style. Event activities also included a pet
parade, casino games, as well as both live
and silent auctions.

Darryn Pope, president of the DFW
Humane Society’s board of directors, said
the change of venue brought different people
to the event.

“There was a change of venue this year,
but we feel it was as much of a success this
year as it has been in prior years,” Mr. Pope
said. “For the past few years, we have held
this event at the Las Colinas Country Club,
so it was a big decision to change the venue
to see if we could draw a different crowd and
we certainly did. We didn’t lose too many
people from Irving, we lost a few, but we
gathered more people from the Grapevine/
Colleyville/ Coppell area.

“This event is the DFW Humane
Society’s single largest fundraiser of the
entire year. Our annual budget is about
$330,000. If we can make $30,000 in one night,
we have made a big dent for next year. It
kicks off the holiday season for our staff and
volunteers. We plan for this event for the
whole year, so we are pretty much done with
our large-scale fundraising for the rest of the
year.

“We have to raise 2.4 million dollars to
build a new facility. Corky’s Cottage will be a
10,000 square foot facility on 2.4 acres
adjacent to our current property at Irving
Boulevard and Pioneer. We have raised close
to $500,000 so far. So we are still short $1.9
million. However, we have right now a
matching grant from the Stemmons
Foundation for the next four years. If we raise
$100,000 a year, they will match it at $100,000.
If we meet our goal every year, that puts us
at $1 million total: $500,000 from us and
$500,000 from the Stemmons Foundation.
Add the $500,00 we have already raised and

A TA TA TA TA Teeeeexas sized event raises funds for the DFW Humane Societyxas sized event raises funds for the DFW Humane Societyxas sized event raises funds for the DFW Humane Societyxas sized event raises funds for the DFW Humane Societyxas sized event raises funds for the DFW Humane Society
that means we are only down to a million. We
are hoping to make up that one million dollars
through corporate sponsorships and large
donations from individuals,” Mr. Pope said.

Sarah Kammerer, manager of the DFW
Humane Society, works daily finding new
homes for animals.

“The Black Collar event went great this
year,” Ms. Kammerer said. “We raised over
$30,000 for the shelter to help the homeless
animals. In addition to that, we raised $6,000
for Corky’s Cottage that will be matched.

“I really liked Austin Ranch. I just wish
it were closer to Irving where most of our
customers and patrons live. This is our
biggest fundraiser of the year and we need
the support to carry us through the rest of
the year. We also need to be able to set aside
more for Corky’s Cottage,” Ms. Kammerer
said.

A no kill shelter for homeless animals,
the DFW Humane Society has taken in over
1,100 animals from January through
September of this year. Those animals include
177 dogs, 171 puppies, 137 cats, 27 kittens,

11 gerbils, six rabbits, four parakeets, two
hamsters, one rat and one cockatiel.

The Black Collar Affair works its magic
as Maggie is adopted by Karen Nicholson.

Just lounging around enjoying the
company, Bear finds a new friend, Kim-
berly.
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Get Your Back Back!
DECOMPRESSION THERAPY is a safe, non-surgical
therapy developed to relieve the pain associated with bulging,
herniated, degenerative discs, pinched nerves, and carpal
tunnel syndrome. Call us today for an initial exam to see if
you’re a candidate!

herniated and bulging discs
sciatica pinched nerves
degenerative discs
posterior facet syndromes

Decompression Therapy System
A traction based procedure A Non-Surgical, Highly

Effective Solution for Disc Pain

Find out with a free initial
evaluation and treatment or

session.
Due to Federal laws some medicare recipients may not be eligible for this offer.

DTS
Airport Freeway Chiropractic
1305 W. Airport Fwy, Irving, TX 75062 972-594-7101

By Linda A. Johnson
AP Business Writer

The first major study of an experimental
vaccine to prevent cervical cancer found it
was 100% effective, in the short term, at
blocking the disease and lesions likely to turn
cancerous, drug maker Merck & Co said.

Gardasil, a genetically engineered
vaccine, blocks infection with two of the 100-
plus types of human papilloma virus, HPV 16
and 18. The two sexually transmitted viruses
together cause about 70% of cervical cancers.

Other types of HPV also can cause
cervical cancer and painful genital warts.
About 20 million Americans have some form
of HPV.

The final-stage study of Gardasil
included 10,559 sexually active women ages
16 to 26 in the United States and 12 other
countries who were not infected with HPV
16 or 18. Half got three vaccine doses over
six months; half got dummy shots.

Among those still virus-free after the six
months, none who received the vaccine
developed cervical cancer or precancerous
lesions over an average two years of follow-
up, compared with 21 who got dummy shots.

“To have 100% efficacy is something
that you have very rarely,” Dr. Eliav Barr,
Merck’s head of clinical development for
Gardasil, told The Associated Press. “We’re
breaking out the champagne.”

The study, which was funded by Merck,
was to be presented at a meeting of the
Infectious Diseases Society of America.

A second analysis, including hundreds
more women participating in the ongoing
study, showed that after just one dose the
vaccine was 97% effective.

That analysis found only one of the 5,736
women who got the vaccine developed
cervical cancer or precancerous lesions,
compared with 36 among the 5,766 who got
dummy shots.

Barr said the 97% rate was more “real
world,” given that patients sometimes miss
or delay follow-up shots or tests.

“I see this as a phenomenal
breakthrough,” Dr. Gloria Bachmann, director
of The Women’s Health Institute at Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School in New
Brunswick, said.

Bachmann said diagnosis of infection
leaves women anxious over the heightened
risk of cervical cancer and raises questions

among couples about infidelity and prior
sexual activity.

“You have to get students in grammar
school, middle school, high school
(vaccinated) before they become sexually
active,” she said.

Cervical cancer is the second-most
common cancer in women and their number
two cause of cancer deaths, resulting in
about 3,000 deaths in the United States and
nearly 300,000 around the world each year.
At least half of the sexually active men and
women become infected with genital HPV at
some point.

The immune system clears most such
infections in a year or two, but several types
of HPV can persist, cause cervical cancer or
trigger other cancers in the genital area. There
is no cure for HPV, but the cancers can be
treated and an improved Pap test is catching
more cervical cancer before it has spread.

Whitehouse Station-based Merck,
hammered by slumping revenues and profits
and facing roughly 5,000 lawsuits over its

Allstate ordered to coAllstate ordered to coAllstate ordered to coAllstate ordered to coAllstate ordered to cover ever ever ever ever expenses of evacueesxpenses of evacueesxpenses of evacueesxpenses of evacueesxpenses of evacuees
Associate Press

A Texas state judge has ordered Allstate
Insurance Co. to cover the living expenses
of its Texas policyholders displaced by
Hurricane Rita last month.

Acting on a petition filed by the attorney
general and the Texas Department of
Insurance, state District Judge Darlene Byrne
issued a temporary restraining order.

The Order directs the state’s second-
largest home insurer to start paying the
expenses of policyholders who have been
unable to return to their homes in southeast
Texas for the past two weeks.

The Category 3 hurricane wreaked havoc
on the Texas and Louisiana coasts Sep. 24.
Allstate said it would oppose payment of
the insurance claims in a court hearing.

“We feel very confident that our policy
clearly does not cover,” the circumstances
in question, Joe McCormic, An Allstate
spokesman, said. “In the next few weeks, we
will be preparing to make our case… In the
meantime, we are very focused on taking care
of customers with these claims.”

Jim Hurley, a spokesman for the
insurance department, said Allstate has
refused to cover “additional living expenses”
such as hotel or motel charges for families
displaced by Hurricane Rita.

Most of the families are policyholders
whose home suffered little or no damage from
the hurricane but who have been prevented
from returning home either because there is
no electricity or because roads have been
blocked.

“We disagree with (Allstate officials’)
interpretation of what is covered in their
policies,” Hurley said. “If you lose use of
your home because of a hurricane, an insurer
cannot deny your claims just because the
house is undamaged.”

For example, he said, an estimated 91,000
people in southeast Texas were still without
electricity this week and could not go home.

Included in the examples cited in the
lawsuit was the case of a family without
power seeking additional living expenses
when the husband, who is disabled because
of a spinal cord injury and his son, who has
autism, needed to find a place where they
could refrigerate medications.

Federal Trade Commission
With more than half a million federally

recognized charities soliciting contributions,
chances are you’ll be asked to donate. Here
are some tips to help you give wisely:

Ask for written information. A legitimate
charity will give you information outlining
its mission, how your donation will be
distributed, and proof that your contribution
is tax deductible.

Watch out for similar sounding names.
Some phony charities use names that sound
or look like those of respected, legitimate
organizations.

Call the charity. Find out if the
organization is aware of the solicitation and
has authorized the use of its name. If not,
you may be dealing with a sham solicitor.

Be skeptical if someone thanks you for
a pledge you don’t remember making. Check
your records if you have doubts about a
pledge you supposedly made.

Refuse high-pressure appeals.
Legitimate charities won’t push you to give
on the spot.

Be cautious of charities that offer to send
a courier for your donation.

Consider the costs. When buying
merchandise or receiving free goods for
giving, remember that these items are paid
for out of your contribution. That means less
of your donation may go to the charity.

Be wary of guaranteed sweepstakes
winnings in exchange for your contribution.

‘Tis the season: Donating to charities

withdrawn painkiller Vioxx, is seeking to beat
rival drug maker GlaxoSmithKline to market
with the first cervical cancer vaccine.

GlaxoSmithKline did not return a call
seeking comment, but has published research
showing its vaccine against HPV 16 and 18
prevents persistent HPV infection. The
Merck vaccine also reduces infection with
HPV 6 and 11, which cause 90% of genital
warts cases.

Merck plans by year’s end to seek Food
and Drug Administration approval to sell its
vaccine for use by girls and young women.

“If all goes well, sometime in 2006 it
should be on the market,” Barr said.

Merck is continuing research on Gardasil
and will soon report on four years of follow-
up on women in the current study.

The company also will explore whether
the vaccine’s effectiveness wanes other time.
Barr noted that some women in the study
developed dangerous precancerous lesions
caused by HPV types other than 16 and 18.

First large test shows vaccine prevents cervical cancer

You never have to donate to be eligible to
win.

Don’t send cash. For security and tax
record purposes, pay by check. Write the
official name of the charity on the check.

Resources
For more information about giving

wisely and your favorite charity check out
these web sites:

BBB Wise Giving Alliance
Council of Better Business Bureaus
4200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 800
Arlington, VA 22203-1838
703-276-0100

Charity Navigator
1200 MacArthur Boulevard,
Second Floor
Mahwah, New Jersey 07430
201-818-1288

Charitable Choices
888-410-1999 (toll free)

Guidestar – The Donor’s Guide to the
Nonprofit Universe
American Institute of Philanthropy
3450 N. Lake Shore Drive, Suite 2802
P.O. Box 578460
Chicago, IL 60657
773-529-2300

File a complaint
The FTC works for the consumer to prevent
fraudulent, deceptive and unfair business
practices in the market place and to provide
information to help consumers spot, stop and
avoid them. To file a complaint or to get free
information on consumer issues, visit

www.ftc.gov or call toll-free 1-877-382-4327.
The FTC enters Internet, telemarketing,
identity theft and other fraud-related
complaints into Consumer Sentinel, a secure,
online database available to hundreds of civil
and criminal law enforcement agencies in the
U.S. an abroad.
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Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Signature:

E-mail Address:

Subscribe to The Irving Rambler
“The paper Irving reads.”

Have The Irving Rambler delivered to your house; don’t miss another issue
of your favorite newspaper. Remain informed about the people and events
of Irving.  The Irving Rambler will remain available in select areas around
Irving free of charge.

12 MONTHS $25

Don’t miss another issue
of

 The Irving Rambler.
Most of our locations are running out

before the next issue is released.  Currently,
we print 7,000 copies and we do not plan to
increase our printing.

Stay informed about your community,
subscribe today.

The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Kathy’s Plant Kottage

FARM FRESH
FRUITS &VEGETABLES

308 W. Irving Blvd.   972-254-1300
Hours:  Mon. - Sat.  9:00 - 6:00

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

Janet Gregg
Entomologists have achieved another

milestone in the war against the red imported
fire ant. This month phorid flies, a natural
enemy of fire ants, were found on the county
line between Denton and Wise counties.

The first population of the fire ant’s
natural enemy in North Texas, this colony is
also the northernmost establishment of a
phorid fly population in Texas to date. The
same phorid fly species, P. curvatis, was found
in Oklahoma after a release and has since
crossed the Texas/Oklahoma state line.

This milestone didn’t occur naturally or
by accident. In the fall of 2004, Texas
Cooperative Extension entomologists Kim
Engler and Dr. Bart Drees, with help from local
Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists,
spent three weeks collecting fire ants.

The ants were then shipped to
Gainesville, Fla., for one week. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service deposited the ants
into chambers that also contained phorid
flies. Over the course of that week, the female
flies laid their eggs inside the thoracic region
of the fire ants.

Then flown back to North Texas the ants
were re-released into the colonies from which
they were originally collected.

“This parasitic fly lays its eggs inside a
fire ant worker,” Engler said. “The larvae eats
its way into the head capsule and eventually
decapitates the ant. It then completes its
development in the fire ant’s head and
emerges from there fully grown. If it’s a female,
it will mate then start the whole process over

Scientists help establish colonScientists help establish colonScientists help establish colonScientists help establish colonScientists help establish colony of insects that kill fire ants in Nory of insects that kill fire ants in Nory of insects that kill fire ants in Nory of insects that kill fire ants in Nory of insects that kill fire ants in North Tth Tth Tth Tth Teeeeexasxasxasxasxas

The team that establishing the first phorid fly population in North Texas includes Kim
Engler, Texas Cooperative Extension entomologist; Lonnie Smith, Texas Master Gardener
from Denton County; Katy Jo Hammon, Texas Master Naturalist from Denton County; Dr.
Bart Drees, Extension entomologist; and John Cooper, Extension agent for horticulture in
Denton County. Not pictured, Georgette Guernsey, Texas Master Naturalist.

again. The entire process takes about one
month.”

The red imported fire ant is originally
from South America, where it has a number
of natural enemies and is not considered to
be a serious pest. It gained entry to the U.S.
via cargo ships unloading in a port at Mobile,
Ala. in the late 1920s to early 1930s. With no
natural enemies, the ants quickly spread.
Today, they infest the eastern two-thirds of
Texas and many other southern states.

Other phorid fly populations in Texas
have been established near Vidor in Orange
County, Caldwell in Burleson County, Austin
in Travis County and in Polk County. But the
population discovered in North Texas means
the fire ant’s enemy may spread to whole
new area. It also means a new opportunity
for researchers to study how cold
temperatures and drought affect the phorid
fly’s life and reproductive cycles.

“Little is known about how the
conditions here in North Texas affect the
process, Engler said.

“Phorid flies are not social insects, even
though they will congregate next to a mound
in order to produce offspring. They don’t

live together as a unit. They kind of do their
own thing, so just getting a population
established was very exciting. A lot of sweat,
stings and tears went into collecting the ants,
so finally getting some payoff from that was
fantastic!”

Another release of phorid flies will
probably happen next year, Engler said.

“This will not only decrease the fire ant
populations, but it will also keep many of the
worker ants from foraging for food,” she said.
“The phorid fly basically stalks the worker
ants to lay their eggs, which prompts the
ants to hide. If they’re hiding, they’re not
taking food back into the colony. That hurts
the colony and also benefits the native ant
species, because there’s more food for them.
The native ant species are far less aggressive
and harmful. So there’s a positive domino
effect.”

Engler hopes the phorid fly population
will spread in a 1- to 2-mile radius from its
original population by next year.

“This is one of the most rewarding
projects I’ve worked on so far, because it’s a
biological approach to controlling fire ants,
and we had the success of getting a phorid
fly population established,” she said.

Margaret Lopez is an indepenfent writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving resident for
more than 12 years, she and her husband have been married for more than 37 years and
have four daughters and four grandsons

Margaret’s Corner
Hi Irving!

I am so very
thankful that God
prevailed in the
outcome of
Proposition 2. It’s
sad that Maine
voters chose not to
rescind their position
on a similar issue.

Let’s not forget we reap what we sow.
Do you use margarine or butter?  I never

use margarine; butter tastes better. You might
not either after you read this information.

Margarine was originally manufactured
to fatten turkeys; it killed the turkeys so they
had to do something else with it.

Butter and margarine have the same
number of calories. Butter is slightly higher

in saturated fats of 8 grams compared to 5
grams in margarine.

Eating margarine can increase heart
disease in women by 53% over eating the
same amount of butter, according to a recent
Harvard Medical Study.

Butter has many nutritional benefits;
margarine has a few, only because they are
added. Butter has been around for centuries,
margarine less than 100 years. I use to help
my mother churn butter when I was growing
up.

Margarine is hydrogenated, which
means an atom of hydrogen has been added,
and this makes margarine very high in trans

fatty acids. Trans fatty acids) are known to
triple a person’s risk of coronary heart
disease; it also increases total cholesterol
and LDL (the bad cholesterol) and lowers
HDL cholesterol (the good cholesterol).
Overall, it increases the risk of cancer up to
five fold. Margarine lowers quality of breast
milk, decreases immune response, and
decreases insulin response.

Now here is the most disturbing fact;
margarine is only one molecule away from
being plastic. Yes, plastic! This fact alone is
enough to avoid margarine for life.

Check out more information from
www.snops.com/food/warnings/butter.asp
Butter tastes much better anyway!
Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

Photo Courtesy Georgette Guernsey, Texas Master Naturalist.
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606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062
(972) 579-1313   www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

WILLIAM T. WISH enjoyed his years in Alaska working on the
Alaskan Pipeline.

Preceded in death by his son, Warren
Hancock and brother, Thomas O’Connell,
survivors include his wife of 35 years and
soul-mate, Margie O’Connell; daughters,
Barbara Bowles and husband, Patrick of Flint,
TX and Madonna Hancock of Garland; Also
surviving him are his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, whom brought him great
joy in his later years, Bryan Marx of Irving,
Paige Kelley of Flower Mound, Kasha
Hancock, Anna Hancock, Robert Hancock,
all of Garland; Bryan Russell Marx, Lauren
Kelly and Cameron Hancock.

Visitation was Sunday at the funeral
home. Service was Nov. 7 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.Rev. Ken
Parlin officiating. Interment was at Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery, Lane B.
Memorials may be made to the charity of the
donor’s choice.

RONALD “BRITT” BRITTON
DAVIDSON

Ronald “Britt” Britton Davidson, of
Irving, passed away November 6, 2005.

He was born Feb. 17, 1965 in Dallas. Britt
loved fishing and motorcycle racing. He is
survived by his parents James David and
Frances Davidson of Irving; and sisters,
Deanna Lynn Whitley of Marietta, Georgia,
and Ginger Rae Durham of Irving.

A memorial service will be held at 2:00
PM Saturday, November 12, 2005 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel with Pastor Howard Lee
officiating.

DORICE “RAY” JOHNSON Church.  Dr. Jim Gerlach officiating. Interment
followed at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving.

LAWANDA ROSE HERMAN
Lawanda Rose Herman a long time Irving

resident, born April 10, 1936 in DeKalb, Texas
passed away Nov. 7, 2005 in Dallas.

She was a member of Oak View Baptist
Church in Irving. Survived by husband
Hardie O. Herman of Irving; son Michael
Herman of Houston; daughter Jill Herman of
Dallas; brothers W. C. Norton, Jr. and wife
Linda of Houston; Wayne Norton of Mena,
AR; sister Bonnie McKenzie and husband
Floyd of Mt. Ida, AR.

Visitation was held Nov. 9 at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home. Graveside services
were held Nov. 10 at DFW National Cemetery.
Memorial services were held at Oak View
Baptist Church with Dr. Jim Gerlach
officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to Alzheimer’s Association or Oak View
Baptist Church Jerusalem Project.

William T. Wish,
age 80, a resident of
Irving for 35 years,
formerly of Canada,
died November 2,
2005 in Irving.

Born Nov. 4,
1924 in Canada, he
married Ruth Neilson
July 28, 1951 in

Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Survivors include
his wife Ruth; sons, Steve Wish of Arlington,
Brian Wish and wife Angela of Mansfield,
and Thomas Wish of Texas; daughter-in-law,
Mary Wish of North Richland Hills;
grandchildren, Victoria, William, Kelee and
Lauren; sister, Marie Boytas of Toronto,
Canada; three nieces and one nephew.

Visitation was Friday at the funeral home.
Service was Nov. 5 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel. Memorials may be
made to a charity of the donor’s choice.

ROBERT “BOB” D. O’CONNELL
Robert “Bob” D.

O’Connell, 88, of
Coppell, died
November 2, 2005 at
home.

Born January 28,
1917 in Corsicana, he
was a survivor of
Pearl Harbor,
receiving the Silver

Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart. Robert
was a 58-year member of IBEW Local #59
and a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason. He

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis, Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Dorice “Ray”
Johnson, age 67, a
resident of Garland
for 30 years, formally
of Irving, died Nov.
7, 2005 at home.

Born Oct. 26,
1938 in Dallas to
Oliver Dorice and
Eunice Lee

Tankersley Johnson, he was owner of a
commercial flooring business in Garland for
20 years and he was a member of Oak View
Baptist Church in Irving.

Survivors include his wife, Lelia Ann
Johnson; son, Derek Johnson and wife
Deborah of Rowlett; daughter, Elizabeth Ann
Scott and husband Kenny of New Jersey;
mother, Eunice Johnson Henry and step-
father Virgil Henry of Irving; brother, Johnny
Lee Johnson and wife Patricia of
Waxahachie; three grandchildren, Ashton
Scott, Johnny Johnson and Ashley Johnson.

The family received friends at the funeral
home. Service was Nov. 10 at Oak View Baptist

Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right   Choice for Over 49 Years.”

Church & Chapel Services
Local & Out-Of-Town Services & Burials

Memorial Services
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.
BROWN’S MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.com

707 N. MACARTHUR BLVD.  Irving TX 75061

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

ObituariesObituariesObituariesObituariesObituaries

Residents, community leaders and
members of the Estelle Heritage Society
recently gathered on the former site of the
town of Estelle to begin the initial phases of
redeveloping the site. Volunteers cleared
brush and received a hands-on lesson in
Irving’s history.

Jan Hart, Irving’s Senior Archivist,
participated in the cleanup effort.

Edgar Brown and the late Marion Altom  holding an Estelle sign on the west side of the site
in preparation for a reunion of Estelle alumni and residents that took place on April 27,
2002, at the site. Mr. Brown and Mr. Altom, along with Morris Taylor, organized the
reunion. 

“The Estelle project is an on going
endeavor develop the former site of the
Estelle school and Masonic Lodge into a
park,” Ms. Hart said. “The Estelle Historic
Society and its partners might reconstruct
some school buildings, the baseball diamond,
and the Masonic Lodge. The school and the
Masonic Lodge were in the same building.
They hope to create an educational site where

kids can experience what it was like to go to
a rural school in the ‘20s and ‘30s; maybe
even play ball on the site. It could be a
wonderful experience for students.”

Councilman James Dickens, preservation
and redevelopment liaison for the city, helped
cook hamburgers and hotdogs for the
volunteers.

“We had a community back in the 1800s
that is now part of the city of Irving,” Mr.
Dickens said. We are trying to rebuild the
one-room schoolhouse so that we can show
it to elementary schoolchildren. The children
can get a sense of what it was like to receive
an education back in the late 1800s and early
1900s. Our education system now includes
air conditioning, laptops and other amenities
that were unheard of when children attended
the Estelle school. Those children received a
very basic education. Our goal is to rebuild
the Estelle community school and Masonic
Lodge.

“The most interesting thing to me is that
we have people who are still alive who
attended school there in the 1920’s and ‘30’s.
These people are actively pursuing the
rebuilding of their school area. It is interesting
to speak with people who were
schoolchildren, eight or nine years old, and
went to that school who are now in their 70’s
and 80’s.

“Hopefully the business community will
help support the Estelle Project. We are going
to try to accomplish these things with private
funds so it doesn’t cost the taxpayers any
money. Perhaps some of the local businesses
will see that this project is very viable and
related to education and it will appeal to
them,” he said.

“Estelle is a part of Irving now. There
are so many people who helped develop
Irving and the Dallas/Fort Worth area, who
were products of that school district,” Mr.
Dickens said.

Volunteers take the first steps toward reviving Estelle
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Comedy can kill — literally. In Great Britain, a
78-year-old woman named Greta Warburton
enjoyed Danny La Rue’s drag performance
“Danny Goes to Hollywood” so much that
she went to see it a second time, this time
getting a front-row seat. She found the
production so hilarious that she laughed hard
enough to cause a stroke. She was rushed to
the hospital, but seven hours later she died.
A friend commented, “It’s what she would
have chosen.”

Have you ever engaged in “sternutation”?
You may not realize it, but you certainly have
— it’s simply the act of sneezing.

It’s still not known who made the following
sage observation: “Blessed are those who
go around in circles, for they shall be called
big wheels.”

The White House didn’t have flush toilets
until they were installed by Thomas Jefferson,
and Andrew Jackson was the first president
to have a shower. There was no central
heating until Martin Van Buren had it installed,
and Rutherford B. Hayes was the first
president to have a telephone. The White
House had no electricity until Benjamin
Harrison’s presidency, and President Truman
brought in the first TV set.

England’s King Charles I kept 8-foot-8-inch
“Cambridge Giant” Thomas Bell at his court
for amusement. Reportedly, one of the stunts
the monarch loved most was when Bell would
carry a dwarf around in his pocket.

Most people are afraid of sharks. That’s an
understandable reaction to coming up
against the largest shark species, the whale
shark; it can reach an intimidating 60 feet in
length. The dwarf lanternshark probably
wouldn’t scare anyone, though — the
smallest of the sharks is only 6 inches long.

¥ Thought for the Day: “Opinion is that
exercise of the human will which helps us to
make a decision without information.” —
John Erskine

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.
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that can be understood by all staff
which includes training all staff.
Must have 4 yrs. supervisor ex-
perience, 4 yrs. related annually,
but position is temporary. 1 po-
sition available. Apply at the
Texas Workforce Commission,
Irving TX or send resume to 1117
Trinity, Room 120T, Austin, TX
7871, Job Posting
#TX2365593. Ad paid by Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Help Wanted - Part Time (BF)
Part time office cleaning eve-
nings, experienced a  plus, $8.50
-10.00/hr., TBN, Irving area,
817-688-7299

Benefits Specialist (Acct. Rep.)
Coordinate insurance programs
in Spanish and English; prepare
policy reports; comply with regu-
lations; set service objectives;
market revenue streams; address
complaints and corrective ac-
tions; translate documents (En-
glish/Spanish). Requires BA in
Business or closely related field.
Mail resumes to Neal England,
U.S. Personnel XI, LP, 2300
Valley View Lane, Suite 300,
Irving, TX 75062. Only persons
with authorization to work per-
manently in the U.S. need ap-
ply.

Hydraulic Cylinder Mechan-
ics needed for a fast growing com-
pany. Must be motivated, will-
ing to learn and mechanically
inclined. Tools and experience
in the field of hydraulics are a
big plus for you. This can be a
great opportunity for the right
person. Only long term employ-
ment and career goal oriented
people need apply. This could
be the chance you’ve been wait-
ing for. Apply in person at
Hannon Hydraulics 625 N. Loop

12 Irving, Texas.

Mowing
TRACTOR MOWING - Fields,
Lots, Acerage. 214-373-6003

Real Estate
Remodeled home: 3bd 2 bath,
1500 sf. Large corner lot. New
35 year roof. New exterior &
interior paint. New gutters. New
carpet. New appliances and A/
C. 1602 Fair Oaks, Irving, TX
75061. For Sale/Lease
$120,000.00/1,100.00 month.
Contact George at 972-948-
8312.

For Sale: 3/2 mobile in Irving
Park with assumable loan 972-
790-9546 or 972-345-0369

For Sale: Nothwest area -
Updated 3 bd/ 2 ba/ 2 la/ 2 gar,
sprinkler system, alarm
$119,900. 972-255-6602 or
469-583-9978

For Rent: 3-2-2 WBFP Great
North Irving Area $1200/mo
plus deposit 817-279-3514

For Lease Office/Warehouse
Small office park in central
Irving has office/warehouse for
lease. Warehouse has 20’
ceilings. Excellent for
electricians, plumbers or service
companies. Not zoned for auto
repairs or retail businesses.
$565.00 month: 12 month lease,
$350 deposit. Call 972-721-
1959.

Services
Dave’s Auto Repair Quality
Repair for American made autos
all makes and models 196 years
of excellent service and respect
for our customers. We will be
honored to have your business.
972-579-7288

Handyman
Hauling, heating, painting,
fencing, elec, plumbing, refinish
cabinets, mobile home rood
repair and sealer large or small
jobs o.k. 40 years exp. 972-358-
6377.

Carpet Installation - NEW
CARPET 28 colors $1.11sf.
installed w/pad ALSO 50oz
carpet $1.77sf. installed w/pad.
972-790-7272

Education

IRMC Business Directory
.Antiques

We offer the lowest prices
with constantly changing
inventory on Antique
furniture, collec-tibles and
canine accessor-ies.214-542-
3950

Carrying furniture,
glassware, toys, crafts &
collectibles. 972-399-8000

A/C Services
Call Charlie

The Keep It Running Guy
972-254-1515

TACLB021232E
Residential + Light

Commercial+ Portables

Need Alterations
30 yrs in business, one day
or less service. Work
Guaranteed. 972-871-7976

Insurance
Bruce Stone Insurance Agency-
Insurance and Financial
Services 972-986-8822

Lawn Care
Budget Lawn Service, Mow,
Weed Eat, Edge, Blow Clean.
$25.00 most lawn. 10%
discount for new regular
customers. Office 972-255-6325
Cell 972-489-5195.

Full service grass cutting,
raking, bushes trimmed. Most
lawns $25 FREE ESTIMATES
972-989-1145

Photography
Reasonable prices for your own
special event 469-855-8076

Repair
All types of repair, electrical,
brick, fences and painting. 38 yrs.
exp., 30 yrs. in Irving 214-908-
3113.

Carpentry, painting, misc. re-
pairs. Handyman, odd jobs.
214-277-1895  Jerry

Special Events
Our grounds feature richly
detailed landscaping, compli-
mented by fountains and
garden statues. We have a
variety of garden ornaments
that make our facility ideal
for your wedding or special
occasion. 972-438-6686

Tax Services
Providing complete income
tax services. electronic and
paper filing available. 972-
445-1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Providers for
the Serious Business 877-
513-0553

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a classified advertisement in the
Rambler, we publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an
advertisement as a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to
continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for any
reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.
To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online $30 per mo.
In print Same as Classified

Quality custom home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2
car garage with more parking, patios
and porches. Seller pays closing costs
$195,950. 2628 Still Meadow Road,
Irving, 972-313-1611.

2 bedroom, 2 bath 16’ X 60’,
$213.00 per month, If qualified

9.9%, 180 months,
972-771-9070,

IBI #34625

OPEN HOUSE-CUSTOM HOME
2 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 care garage, Tile/wood/

carpet flooring, fully landscaped, sprinklered. A
backyard paradise, 1/3 Acre, 110 East 7th St.

Irving, TX 75060 $169,000 Open House Sunday,

Nov. 6th, 11-2 p.m.

972-380-7859

WANTED
EXPERIENCED

SERVERS
Preferably Bi-Lingual
starting average Pay
$10.00hr. Call Max at 972-
255-3714

5 bedroom, 3 bath on 2 acres,
Caddo Mills area, $89,900 plus TNI,

$510.44 per month, 5.5%, 360 months.
972-771-9070 , evenings 903-527-3715.

IBI #34625

Antiques &
Collectibles

ANTIQUES TREASURE
HOURS - Lowest prices,
weekly inventory, layaway
available, furniture collectibles.
Canine Accessories.
Consignments. 214-542-3950

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

Help Wanted
Brown’s Memorial Memories
Flowers Shop Floral Assistant,
Deliveries, Benefits. Call for
Appt. 972-254-2603

Professional Office varied du-
ties including assisting directors,
driving, communication skills,
phones, benefits. Appt only 972-
254-2603.

Electrical/Mechanical Super-
visor
Cosmetics labs needs a supervi-
sor to repair, install and main-
tain all equipment in our manu-
facturing facility in compliance
with all state and federal guide-
lines developing policies and
procedures for this equipment

Irving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler Marketcenter

Music Fun, Piano Lessons
Theory, Ear, Keyboard, Violin,
includes group class, call 972-
253-0501

Private Tutoring: K-Adult read-
ing, phonics, math English,
GED, etc. Assist Homeschool
Experienced and Highly Recom-
mended Carol Cunningham 972-
254-3032

Professional  Violin/Viola
teacher 18 years experience
Reasonable rates. Contact
Stephanie 817-673-7140

Montessori in home provides
good learning experience with
materials designed to teach
reading, math, and writing for
children ages 21/2 to 6 yrs old
call 972-790-3340

For Sale

Top of the Line Sears Treadmill
$200.00 New in 2003 214-492-
1319

Antique armoire
has mirror on door clothes rack
inside good condition $135.00
214-492-1319

DELL
COMPUTER

426 E. IRVING BLVD
IRVING, TX 75060

INTERNET READY

SERVICE - REPAIRS UPGRADES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

10 - 8 M-S 12-6 SUN

972 - 554-6360
THE COMPUTER STORE
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Community meeting to discuss future skate park
City of Irving planners want residents’

input and ideas for the design of a new skate
park, to be built next year adjacent to Lively
Pointe youth center, 909 N. O’Connor Road.
All interested residents are invited to attend
the design input meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 21, at Lively Pointe.

The city has hired an Arizona design
team, Site Design Group, and a local
engineering firm, Glenn Engineering of Irving,
to assist with the park. Skate park design
consultants will begin with a brief

presentation on current skate park trends,
and then will answer questions and listen to
comments about possible features and
equipment that might be included in the
$425,000 skate park.

“This meeting is the starting point in the
design process, and skater input is the most
important part of the planning for this new
facility,” Casey Tate, park planning and
construction superintendent, said. “We want
to invite all interested residents and skating
enthusiasts to participate and help us get a

better understanding of the skating needs of
the community.”

Intended to be approximately 15,000-
square-feet, the skate park will be built on
the site that formerly housed Safety Town,
which teaches children about traffic safety.
Safety Town was recently relocated to Fritz
Park, 312 E. Vilbig St.

Construction of the skate park is
expected to begin next summer. For more
information, call 972-721-2712.Moving to Fritz Park, workmen re-

establish Safety Town after moving its
playhouses from Lively Park.


