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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“The secret of life is to 
appreciate the pleasure of 
being terribly, terribly de-
ceived.” -- Oscar Wilde
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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

$1.00 off
  the purchase of:
     a Frappe,
     a Smoothie,
     an Iced Coffee

Only at McDonald’s
5220 N. MacArthur

(On MacArthur north of Hidden Ridge)

Plus tax if applicable.  Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Limit one coupon per visit.
Present coupon before ordering.  Cash value 1/20 of one cent Coupon Expires 12/31/2010.

Duplicated or copies of coupon will not be accepted.
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By Jess Paniszczyn
 In the 11th month on the 11th 
day during the 11th hour, the lucky 
ones came together. No longer the 
dashing young men and women 
in uniform they once were, they 
now carry canes rather than rifles, 
while glasses and hearing aids have 
replaced insignias of rank. Dressed 
in loafers rather than combat boots 
their civilian clothes hide the physi-
cal scars of war.  
 A handfull of school children, 
singers, punch and a cake honored 
them in a place far removed from 
the fox holes, rice patties, deserts, 
oceans and skies that bore silent 
witness to their heroism.
 The Irving Veterans Day Pro-
gram offered a moment of thanks 
and remembrance to those who 
served our military. For each of the 
veterans in attendance, there were 
uncounted scores of others who paid 
the ultimate price.  
 Major General Al Zapanta, 
USAR, Ret. whose service spanned 
several wars and international peace-
keeping missions chose to speak 
about his Vietnam War experience. 
 “I started as a private in 1964. 
I was at the University of Southern 
California and I really felt it was 
my duty to join. I wanted to do two 

things, serve my country and also 
finish my college,” Zapanta said. 
“After 36 years, I am still here. 
That’s the good news. A lot of my 
friends and the people I served with 
are not here.” 
 He was sent to Vietnam in 
1969.
 “We went to the Mekong Delta, 
which is kind of in nowhere land. 
Your always have water about six 
inches above your ankle, because it 
is the rice bowl of Asia. 
 “When we started there, we 
would walk into villages, and the 
villagers would just scamper back 
into their hooches, and you wouldn’t 
see them. 
 “Within about nine months 
when we would go through an area 
on patrol, they would come out 
and offer us tea. I finally asked my 
interpreter about the change in at-
titude. He said it was very simple, 
‘You have provided these people 
the safety and the security of being 
able to take their produce to market 
and to again have their normal way 
of life.’
 “To me, that’s the message of 
why we were in Vietnam. I saw 
firsthand how we were treated by 
the people,” he said.
 The Vietnam War left innumer-

able scars on the nation’s mind and 
spirit. 
 “When you put on the uniform 
and you serve your country and your 
family and friends and community, 
there should be no question in any-
body’s mind that you are serving for 
freedom and you are serving all of 
us, no matter how popular the war 
is. I came back from a war and I 
remember what it was like. People 
would sneer at you and say things 
to you. It was really unfortunate,” 
Zapanta said. 
 “Less than one percent of all of 
us are in uniform. It is incumbent on 
every single one of us to know that 
our sons and daughters, husbands 
and wives, family members are in 
places which I hope none of us every 
have to go to. It is not pleasant. 
 “When you see soldiers with no 
limbs, they are 19 years old and their 
girlfriend is with them, you really 
understand what this country is built 
upon. No matter where our soldiers, 
Marines, sailors, airmen and coast 
guard are the family members are at 
home. We owe the family members 
our gratitude for their perseverance. 
It is our war. It is our community. 
They are our sons and daughters,” 
he said.
 Mayor Herbert Gears also said 

a few words to the veterans in at-
tendance. 
 “Probably now more than any 
time in history we need somebody 
to respect in today’s world. We find 
that when we think of our veterans, 
there is no more respectful or hon-
orable service you can provide than 

for your country. They fight for free-
dom, liberty and things that mean 
a lot to us, our American values. 
That’s part of what makes veterans 
very popular. All of us have a deep 
need to have respect, and veterans 
provide that for us,” Gears said. 

A moment to celebrate our past

By Alice Canham
 He’s a slight man, not tall, but 
he stands ramrod erect by the Ameri-
can flag that flies outside his home. 
Mike Fetter was born in Hungary in 
1929, and as a youth of barely 15 he 
was drafted into the Hungarian army. 
His is a tale of nerves, luck, stamina 
and pride.

 “I was just a kid. I weighed 
maybe 100 pounds and I’d never 
been more than twenty miles away 
from the farm I grew up on, “ he 
said with only a trace of an accent. 
“I guess I’d finished sixth grade, 
which was about as much education 
as anybody got then. Along with a 
couple of dozen other kids, we were 

rounded up and given 
uniforms.
 “I was the oldest 
in my family, with two 
younger sisters. After I 
was drafted, I didn’t see 
my sisters or my mother 
again for twenty years. 
And I never saw my Dad 
again, he died just a few 
years later.”
 Fetter said his 

troops were shipped out just ahead 
of the Russian Army. They were 
hustled first to Czechoslovakia, 
then Austria, with the Red Army on 
their heels. By that time, says Fetter, 
it was difficult to tell who was in 
command as discipline evaporated. 
By chance, they intersected with the 
German Army before the Russians 
arrived, and Fetter found himself in 
yet another uniform. He was now a 
soldier of the Third Reich.
 “We were marching in rags, on 
foot, in the mountains of Austria, 
halfway to heaven. The whole time, 
the Russian Army was catching up 
to us. By this time there were about 
two thousand of us kids, and we 
were hearing, ‘Oh, you’re combat-
ready; now you can beat the Rus-
sians!’ which wasn’t true. Then a 
German General took a look at us 
and decided, no, we weren’t ready. 
He told us to flee for Germany! So 
off we went again.”
 Fetter said he had a choice: he 
could ride the train or continue on 
foot. 
 “Some of us decided the train 
was a bigger target. We might be 
able to hide better if we stayed on 
foot through the forests. So that’s 
what we did, all the way to Augs-
burg. No food; no change of clothes 
and we knew if we stumbled, we’d 

be left behind. Nobody wanted to 
fall to the Russian troops, so that 
was a big incentive. We’d seen them 
invade our village, and the things 
they did…” He shudders to a stop.
 He continues his story tersely. 
“There was a strict curfew and no-
body was supposed to be out after 
dark. So one night when we heard 
banging on the door of our farm-
house, we knew it was trouble. Two 
very drunk Russian soldiers were 

I should have never made it

By Alice Canham
 As you raise the American 
Flag this Veterans’ Day (Thursday, 
Nov.11), do you share that honor 
with your child? Or your grandchil-
dren, perhaps? That’s a powerful 
way to teach them about respect for 
the sacrifices made by our country’s 
service men and women.
 And here’s another way: make 
plans now to participate in ‘Wreaths 
Across America’.
 Each year, members of the Civil 
Air Patrol (CAP) along with active 
members of the Military Branches 
set aside a special day to hold 
ceremonies nationwide. Locally, 
the event will be held at the DFW 
National Cemetery on Dec. 11 at 
10:50 a.m. 
 According to 2Lt. Joan Gul-
liksen who heads up this year’s 
event, attendance has been light in 
past years, but she wants to get the 
word out to families all over the 
Metroplex.
 “This is an invitation for people 
to purchase a beautiful wreath that 
will be placed on a grave at the DFW 
National Cemetery,” Gulliksen 
said. “More than that, though, it’s a 
chance to teach our children about 
honoring our veterans. All across 
the country, at exactly the same time, 
more than 350 cemeteries are par-

ticipating in this event. Here in the 
Dallas area we’ll observe a moment 
of silence at exactly 11 a.m. Central 
Time as we remember our veterans. 
I’ve been part of the event for the last 

four years, and you won’t believe the 
chills you get just from knowing so 
many people are concentrating at the 

‘Wreaths Across America’ 
honors veterans

A wreath is laid in Irving Veterans Memorial Park beside a 
wall inscribed with the names of Irving citizens who lost their 
lives in service to their country by Ann Danford.

Photo by John Starkey

Mike Fetter relaxes at home.

See CHILD, Page 4

See WREATHS, Page 11
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Gifts, Craft, Food, Fun & Much, Much More!

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR
St. Lukes Church, 202 S. MacArthur, Irving

Saturday, Nov. 13 from Noon - 8pm
Sunday, Nov. 14 from 8:30am - 4:30pm

SATURDAY - Homemade chili & soups
    from 5:30 to 7:30pm

SATURDAY & SUNDAY - Silent Auction

November 13 at 6:30pm
Irving Boys Choir - Irving Boys 
Choir’s reunion of all the Boys 
Choir members at Oak View Bap-
tist Church, beginning at 6:30. The 
oldest of the former IBC members 
are over 50. Bring your old IBC 
pictures and memorabilia. Moms, 
dads, wives and children are also 
invited to celebrate.

November 13 from 7 to 10am
Blue Christmas Pancake Break-
fast - Help bring some much-needed 
holiday cheer to children who are 
less fortunate by getting your eat on! 
An all-you-can-eat pancake break-
fast will be held from 7 to 10 a.m. 
at Chili’s, 3421 W. Airport Freeway. 
Cost is $10 for adults, and $5 for 
kids age 10 and under. Proceeds will 
benefit the Irving Police and Fire 
Blue Christmas.

November 13 at 8:30am
Lung, Head and Neck Cancers - 
Join physicians on staff at Baylor 
Medical Center at Irving at 8:30 
a.m. in the Baylor Medical Center 
at Irving, 1901 N. MacArthur Bou-
levard, for an informative discussion 
including: types and causes of lung, 
head and neck cancers; healthy life-
style decisions such as smoking and 
diet; and hereditary factors. Bring 
your questions for an open Q&A 
session with physicians on staff at 
Baylor Irving. 

November 13 from 9am to noon
Native Garden Tours - Groups and 
individuals are invited to observe the 
beauty of Texas plant life during a 
free, self-guided tour of the native 
gardens from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Jackie Townsell Bear Creek Heritage 
Center, 3925 Jackson St. Visitors 
will receive a complimentary copy 

of the “Texas Native Garden Plant 
Guide.” For more information or to 
register, call 972-721-2501.  

November 13 from 9am to 1pm
Second Parent Academy - The Ir-
ving ISD Special Services Division 
will host the second annual IISD 
Parent Academy from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at MacArthur High School. More 
than 600 parents are expected to at-
tend the event. Sessions will include 
How to Help My Elementary School 
Child, How to Help my Middle and 
High School Child, and How to 
Help My Family. Dr. Dana T. Bed-
den, IISD superintendent of schools, 
will serve as keynote speaker for the 
event. For the complete schedule, 
access www.irvingisd.net/page/
parentacademy.htm.

November 13 from 9am to 3pm
Home Chemical Collection Day 
- Residents can celebrate Texas 
Recycles Day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on the northwest side of Irving Mall. 
Current driver’s license and recent 
utility statement are required to 
show proof of residency. This event 
is designed to collect and properly 
dispose of items such as pesticides, 
fungicides, pool chemicals and oth-
erwise hard to dispose of household 
chemicals. 

November 13 at 10am
Boy Scouts of America - Celebrat-
ing the Boy Scouts of America 100th 
Anniversary - Northwest Park Pa-
vilion - 10:00am - planting of 100th 
tree along with recognition of the 
Boy Scouts.
 
November 13 from 10am to 5pm
Unite for Troops Event - Unite 
for Troops event from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Porter’s Army Navy Store, 
600 E. Irving Blvd. The free event 
will feature food, games and mu-
sic. Activities for children include 
games, face painting, petting zoo, 
crafts, a snake display and letter-
writing booth. Static displays of fire, 
police and military vehicles and a 
10-foot dinosaur replica also will 
be on-site. 

November 13 at 2pm
Irving Chautauqua - The Irving 
Chautauqua performance series 
continues with String Variety! at 
2 p.m. at the Central Library, 801 
W. Irving Blvd. This musical mari-
onette show will be performed by 
the Dallas Puppet Theater and offer 
attendees a backstage peek at the 
secret world of puppets. Free for 
all ages. For more information, call 
972-721-2606.

November 13 at 2pm
Veterans Honored - VFW Post 
2494 Irving, the Ladies Auxiliary, 
Men’s Auxiliary and Junior Girls 
Unit will honor our Veterans at the 
Post with a Program and Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner beginning at 2 PM. We 
will also recognize and celebrate the 
Anniversaries & birthdays of VFW 
Post 2494 and Auxiliaries and their 
Past Commanders, Quartermasters 
and Presidents.  All members, past & 
present along with all Past Officers 
of the Post & Auxiliaries are invited 
to attend. Following the Program 
and dinner, the Men’s Auxiliary 
will sponsor a horseshoe tourna-
ment. The public is invited to attend 
these events. VFW Post 2494 is 
located at 3375 Belt Line Road, just 
south of Shady Grove. For directions 
to the Post and further information, 
call the Post at 972-790-1611.

November 13 at 2:30pm
Puppet Show - The Northwest 
Branch Public Library, 2928 North 
Beltline Road, will be hosting the 
“Colors Around the World” Puppet 
Show presented by puppeteer and 
ventriloquist, Nancy Burks Worces-
ter, for children and families at 2:30 
p.m., in the Children’s Program-
ming Room. Enjoy folk and fairy 
tales from around the world. Visit 

Nancy Burks Worcester’s webpage 
at http://larryandwaco.com/ No 
registration is required. Free, for all 
ages. Children under age 8 should be 
accompanied by a guardian. 

November 13 – December 12
Cut and Paste Art Exhibit - The 
University of Dallas Beatrice M. 
Haggerty Art Gallery presents Cut & 
Paste by Gordon Young and Enrique 
Fernandez Cervantes.  The exhibit 
will display until Dec. 12, Mon.-
Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. and Sun., 
noon-5 p.m.

November 14 at 2:30pm
Celtic Spring - Celtic Spring, will 
bring their precision footwork and 
fiddling to the Carpenter Perfor-
mance Hall at 3333 North Mac-
Arthur on at 2:30pm. To purchase 
tickets, call (972) 252 ARTS or visit 
www.entertainmentseries.com. 

November 15 at 6pm
Feature Presentation - Free presen-
tation of Dirt! The Movie at 6 p.m. at 
the Uptown Theater, 120 E. Main St. 
in Grand Prairie. The documentary 
highlights reasons why dirt is the 
ultimate natural resource for all life 
on Earth. For more information or 
to reserve a space, visit www.cityo-
firving.org/begreen.     

November 16 from 8:30am to 
3:30 pm
Free Well-Child and Immuniza-
tion Clinic - Baylor Medical Center 
at Irving is sponsoring a well child 
and immunization clinic along with 
the Dallas County Department of 
Health and Human Services and 
Northgate United Methodist Church 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at North-
gate United Methodist Church, 3700 
W. Northgate Dr. in Irving. Well-
child exams for children ages birth 
to four years-old and immunizations 
for children ages birth to 18 years-
old, will be provided from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. Immunizations only, 
will be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Immunization records must be 
provided for each child. For more 
information call 972-579-4095.

November 16 at 11am
World Diabetes Day Luncheon - 
The North Texas American Diabetes 
Association’s fourth annual World 
Diabetes Day Luncheon will feature 
a keynote address by Dr. Eduardo J. 
Sanchez, and the presentation of the 
J. Dennis McGarry Award and the 
Sylvia and Gary Luskey award in 
recognition of outstanding contri-
butions to North Texans affected by 
diabetes. All members of the busi-
ness and health care communities 
are invited to attend. Tickets may 
be purchased by contacting Roxann 
Pishnick at 972.392.1181, ext. 6095 
or at rpishnick@diabetes.org.  
 The event will be held at 11:00 
a.m. at Lone Star Park at Grand 
Prairie (1000 Lone Star Parkway). 

November 16 from 4 to 6pm
Archery Clinic: Youth, ages 8 to 18, 
are invited to learn how to shoot a 
bow and arrow at the Irving Police 
Athletic League’s free Archery 
Demonstration and Clinic. The free 
clinic will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at 1550 Rock Island Road.

November 18 from noon to 1pm
Bereavement Luncheon - Larry 
Barber, a licensed professional coun-
selor and Director of Counseling-
Works, GriefWorks, and KidWorks, 
will speak on “Getting Through 
Special Days” at the bereavement 
luncheon hosted by the Visiting 
Nurse Association. The luncheon is 
from noon to 1 p.m. at the Church of 
the Incarnation on 3966 McKinney 
Avenue in Dallas. There is no cost 
to attend the luncheon, but reserva-
tions are requested and can be made 
through Nov. 16 by calling (214) 
689-2633.
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POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 239 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    53  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
      3  Structure Fires
          Special Operations
      1  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  15  Major Accidents
  80 Major Medical
  18  Heart Attacks
  28 Difficulty Breathing
  30 Trauma Related
  11 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  Nov. 5 - 10, 2010

Mon-Sat. 11:00am - 10:00pm  Closed Sunday
3401 W. Airport Fwy. #110, Irving, TX 75062

972-252-1592

Fish & Chips, Grilled Fish,
Sushi, Roll, Sashimi

“Experience the difference”

Football Fish
Seafood Restaurant

We Cater

1800 Market Place Blvd. Ste 140, Irving, 75063 
“RE/MAX DFW Associates”
“Each office is independently owned and operated.”

“My website lets you see all the listings
in thousands of cities and towns. 

RE/MAX listings. And competitor listings, too.
Nobody sells more real estate than RE/MAX.

Visit www.davidp.remax.com today.”

469-231-7793
David Patterson - Realtor

November 18 at 4:30pm
Bugs of the World - Jungle Jim 
will showcase live insects from 
around the world beginning at 4:30 
p.m. at the East Branch Library, 
440 S. Nursery Road, Suite 103. 
The free showcase is presented as 
part of the Many Voices program 
series sponsored by the Friends of 
the Irving Public Library. All ages 
are welcome and no registration is 
required. For more information, call 
(972) 721-3722. 

November 19 at 6pm
Poker Tournament - Texas Hold’em 
Charity Poker Tournament, 6:00pm 
Registration 7:00pm Tournament 
Start in the New Panda Cafe and 
Buffet, 2535 W Airport Frwy, Irving. 
Register and sponsor online at www.
irvingambucs.org $100.00 donation 
per player includes reserved seat-
ing, beverages and food. Spectators 
invited for $10 donation includes 
beverages, food and open seating. 

November 19
Fish Fry - The Men’s Auxiliary 
of VFW Post 2494 will hold their 
monthly Fish Fry at the Post.  Din-

ner includes Catfish, Fries, slaw, and 
rolls - all for just $7.00 per person. 
All proceeds will go to the Post 
Christmas fund to help families in 
need during the Holiday season. The 
public is invited to attend. VFW Post 
2494 is located at 3375 Belt Line 
Road, just south of Shady Grove. 
For directions to the Post along 
with further information, call the 
Post at 972-790-1611.

November 19-20 from 9am to 
6pm
Counseling for Vets
So many veterans feel confused 
about benefits and services they’ve 
earned. There’s so much to know...
and so many changes from one year 
to the next. The DAV Mobile Service 
Office will be at the Harley-David-
son of North Texas, 1845 North 
I-35E, Carrollton, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. to personally provide 
the best counseling and claim filing 
assistance available. This event is 
part of the nationwide Harley’s He-
roes tour and is free to all veterans 
and members of their families. For 
further information regarding this 
event, please contact NSO Kent A. 
Hoffman at (254) 299-9932.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Aggravated Robbery: 11-10-11 
at 2:10 p.m.  The complainant is a 
cashier at the Family Dollar Store. 
She was behind the counter waiting 
on a customer when two suspects 
dressed in all black and wearing 
ski masks walked in. One of the 
suspects displayed a handgun and 
demanded she open the register. 
He then reached over, grabbed the 
money and both suspects fled. Of-
ficers checked the area but could not 
locate the suspects.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-10-11 at 
2:45 p.m.  An employee of Mojave 
Foods was working in the parking 
lot when he was approached by two 
suspects pretending to be seeking 
employment. One suspect held a 
knife to the victim’s back and de-
manded money. When the suspects 
were convinced that the victim had 
no money, they stole a piece of 
electronic equipment and fled on 
bicycles.

Robbery: 11-10-11 at 5:27 p.m.  
Officers responded to a robbery that 
had just occurred at the Wells Fargo 
Bank located inside of the Tom 
Thumb. The suspect approached 
the teller counter and handed the 
bank employee a note demanding 
money. The teller complied with 

the note, and the suspect fled after 
taking the money. Police responded 
to the location but were unable to 
locate the male. Officers were able 
to obtain photographs of the suspect 

wearing a black button down shirt 
and a black cap. Anyone having 
information regarding the suspect 
is asked to contact the Irving Police 
Department at 972-273-1010.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-10-11 at 
9:26 p.m.  Officers were sent to the 
Woodside Villas Apartment Com-
plex on a domestic disturbance. The 
victims were inside their apartment 
when the suspect broke out a liv-

from surveillance cameras. The 
suspect description was given as a 
Black male approximately 30-35 
years-old, 5’7” in height, 165 lbs, 

ing room window and then entered 
through it with a metal pipe in his 
hand. The suspect is the victim’s 
son and doesn’t live at the location. 
The suspect took the keys to victim’s 
car without permission and fled the 
scene. The suspect was stopped in 
the victim’s car as he was fleeing 
the scene. The suspect was arrested 
for aggravated robbery and the car 
was returned to victim. The victim 
did not have visible injuries. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To Whom It May Concern:
 From time to time I watch the 
city folks on tele. Lately I’m not 
sure whether to laugh or cry. I feel 
as though there is some huge joke 
afoot and somehow I am the punch 
line. 
 I’m not a joiner. I don’t go to 
meetings. I really don’t care for 
politics as a whole. However, I am 
a voter and a citizen of Irving. We 
voted some of these people into 
office and our taxes provide others 
with their livelihood. Therefore you 
and I are ultimately responsible for 
what is happening. And I must say I 
am not well pleased. 
 Most importantly, to those who 
are in office or work for me via the 
city of Irving, Joe Citizen Is Not 
code for Stupid. I may not hold 
an accounting degree, but I have a 
general idea of the value and uses of 
money.
 If I or the public at large do not 
understand what the city is doing, 
that is not our fault. There are a 
number of people who are contracted 
with or hired by the city whose job 
it is to make sure we understand. 
As that is the case, I suggest that 
all persons contracted or hired by 
the city with the responsibility of 
informing the public be immediately 
fired. Except for broadcasting public 
meetings, all programming by ICTN 
should be suspended.
 A competent public relations 
firm should be contracted forthwith 
to properly inform the public and 
review the policies and program-
ming of ICTN.
 If I hire a boy to mow my grass 
and he doesn’t do it, I don’t pay him. 
I find someone else who can do the 
job.  
 We hired/contracted a company 
headed by Delbert McDougal a few 
years ago to redevelop downtown 
Irving. He bought property and de-
molished buildings and so forth, but 
he has failed to redevelop anything. 
If he can’t be fired because of love, 
friendship or whatever, I can under-

stand that. Let him stay on to save 
face. But Do Not Pay Him – He Has 
Not Done The JOB.
 Speaking of redevelopment, the 
new downtown McDonalds is pretty 
and all, but it really doesn’t look like 
the faux turn of the century style we 
were promised in downtown. Maybe 
there is someone else who needs fir-
ing. 
 There is one other thing I find 
deeply troubling. I might get putout 
with my neighbor for not mowing 
his grass. I am responsible and mow 
my grass. I think he should too. 
However, it is not now nor has it ever 

been my intention or wish that he 
suffer the indignity of being hauled 
in front of a judge, go to jail or pay 
extreme fines for not mowing his 
grass. After all he is my neighbor and 
I might need to borrow some sugar 
later. I wonder as a voter and citizen 
is this really a system of JUSTICE 
you are proud of? It is your system 
shouldn’t you be proud of it?
 In the end, I think we have a 
mess. But it is our mess and our 
responsibility to clean up. I urge 
you to take your responsibility as 
a citizen seriously and do what you 
are able to begin turning this around. 

No shouting, no finger pointing. We 
need solutions to the problems that 
either by our actions or our inactions 

are now hurting our city and our 
community.
Mac McKinley

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of 
Irving a voice. The Irving Rambler accepts your input, letters, com-
ments – good as well as bad, and opinions. This section is provided 
for you the reader.

If you would like to see your ideas in print, please email them to Ir-
ving@IrvingRambler.com or mail them to:
The Irving Rambler
Re: Letters to the Editor
P.O. Box 177731
Irving, Texas 75017
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 In an effort to provide children access to games, The Irving 
Rambler is accepting games to be donated to the Irving ISD, 
Irving’s Family Advocacy Center and the Children’s House at 
Baylor Irving. So check your closets and toy chests. If you or 
your children love a game, other children will love it as well. 
 The collection drive includes any games with some academic 
merit. We are hoping to receive everything from chess sets to 
Legos, building blocks to Operation, Scrabble to Monopoly and 
everything in between. There are literally thousands of games 

Give-a-Game

out there that can help develop a 
child’s self esteem, social 

skills, life skills, coordina-
tion and strategies. 

Please make sure all the 
pieces are included with 
the game. Remember if 
you would give a game to 
your children to play with, 
it is the type of game other 
children will benefit from 
having.
 Games can be dropped 
off at The Irving Rambler, 
625 S. Rogers, Irving, from 
10 a.m. till 4 p.m. As staff 
members are often in and 
out of the building, you 
may call 214-675-6493 to 
ensure someone is avail-
able to accept the games. 

Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in  Gastroenterology

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4270

INTRODUCING

•  Top 10% in medical school at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de
 San Marcos in Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon 
 Hospital Center in New York
•  Certified by American Board of 
 Internal Medicine in 
 Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325, Irving TX 75061

there, demanding that my father 
go to town to get them some wine. 
Well, we knew and THEY knew 
there were storehouses of wine very 
nearby. They weren’t interested in 
the wine. They wanted my father out 
of the picture, so they could attack 
my sisters and my mother. Well, my 
father wouldn’t budge. Even when 
one of the soldiers threatened him 
with a rifle, he didn’t back down. 
Finally they just left. But when 
you’ve had to live under fear like 
that…well, it’s hard to explain. I 
didn’t want to go through anything 
like that again.”
 Yet fear was a constant compan-
ion on that trek. He and his compan-
ions were strafed more than once, 
and they grew to fear American 
fighter planes. Finally they reached 
Augsburg, only to be greeted by 
Patton’s Third Army. Fetter knew 
nothing about Americans – would 
they be as fearsome as the Red 
Army? And then he was stunned to 
see his first Black soldier (a member 
of the Free French African Corps, he 
learned later). And these soldiers, 
who were unlike anyone he had ever 
seen before, threw candy and gum 

to the disheveled young man. His 
re-education was about to begin.
 The slight youth was stand-
ing on the parade ground with his 
mates in a POW Camp, watching 
something he didn’t understand. 
 “There was an officer marching 
around like he was John Wayne. 
And someone told me he was say-
ing that we boys needed to wash 
up, we were being sent home. Wash 
up!? We were sleeping in mud, on 
the ground! So he marched up and 
down our columns. And as he came 
by my group, I leaned forward and 
said to my buddy, ‘Who’s the old 
guy?’ Well, I guess he heard me. 
He stopped and pulled me out of 
the row, and said, ‘Do you want to 
go with me?’ I thought a couple of 
minutes. On the one hand, my bud-
dies, but on the other, the mud. I said 
yes! He made me his orderly, or his 
mascot as we were called. I took care 
of his clothes and shined his shoes, 
and I got to sleep on a couch in his 
house. 
 “And here’s a story about how 
I got my name. Nobody should 
have to go through warfare just to 
get a new name. But my officer, 
his name was Captain Bob Likens, 
had a friend and HE decided to get 
a mascot, too. So that friend picked 
out a German boy, about the same 
age as I was. And the two officers 
said, now we got these two fellows 
– what are we gonna call them? So 
they came up with ‘Pat and Mike,’ 
and I became Mike.”
 “Mike” emigrated to the United 
States as soon as he was old enough 
and had mastered English. At age 
18, after serving as mascot for yet 
another American officer, he arrived 
in New York City. He had thought 
he was going to be adopted, but 
that didn’t work out, and he stayed 
in foster care with a dairy family. 
Back to the farm! However he was 
also learning the printing trade and 

becoming more American by the 
day – including marriage to his wife 
Elaine.
 With the arrival of the Korean 
War, Fetter saw his chance to be of 
service and fight for his adopted 
country, but he was still Hungarian 
and had to postpone his duty. Once 
he finally qualified, he found himself 
posted to Germany and to an area 
with which he was familiar, just a 
few hundred miles from his remain-
ing family in Hungary. Could he see 
them again? He decided it was best 
not to even try. His mother and sis-
ters might face danger if the Soviets 
knew about their kinship. That sweet 
reunion didn’t take place until the 
mid-60s.
 Since then, he has had many 
reunions  with family, with friends, 
and with his captors and rescuers 
from World War II. The father of 
three daughters and two sons has had 
to bury one of his sons, but his life in 
the States has been good. He’s been 
a printer, a school bus driver, and 
most lately, a volunteer landscaper 
for Kirkwood Methodist Church in 
Irving.
 “I should have never made it,” 
Fetter said. “Food poisoning, shot 
at countless times, so many times, I 
didn’t know why I stayed alive. And 
now that I’ve survived and I live in 
this wonderful country, I shake my 
head. I look at the beer bottles I’m 
picking up in the church parking lot, 
and I say, where’s the respect? I’m a 
little disappointed that people in the 
country don’t appreciate what they 
have.”
 Then he points at the American 
flag. “And a lot more people should 
be flying this beautiful symbol of 
our freedom. Will you tell the people 
that?”
 The Irving Sunrise Rotary 
hosted Mike Fetter as their guest 
speaker on Veteran’s Day. He got to 
tell the people that himself.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Whether a horsey or paladin, 
rook or castle, regardless of what 
you call the pieces, chess has fas-
cinated players for centuries. Now 
with the aid of the Irving Chess Club 
and the Ed Gurukul Institute young 
players can regularly match wits at 
local tournaments.
 “This is a kids only tourna-
ment,” said Jaimie Jones, chief floor 
tournament director. “They play for 
trophies of various sizes. The tour-
nament is run by the United States 
Chess Federation’s rules. Kids play 
games and based on results, they 
play more games. 
 “We have approximately 34 
competitors today. We have players 
from five and six years old through 
high school. Any player under 18 
years old is eligible to participate. 

The kids enjoy the tournament. They 
love playing chess, and they have a 
lot of fun. 
 “I think the kids learn the abil-
ity to focus through chess. I have 
worked with kids whose studies in 
other areas have improved, because 
they focus, and they learn how 
to sit and think about something. 
This game really develops thinking 
skills. 
 “Going through the calculations 
and variables makes chess enjoy-
able. If I do this, my opponent might 
do that. It’s fun going through all of 
the different combinations.
 “Several of these kids are 
younger. In other activities, they 
might be held back because of their 
age. Chess does not care how old 
you are,” she said. 

Kids battle for supremacy through chess tournament

Making his move for domination, Aniruth Kasthuri (11) moves his piece while his advisory, Adreesh Roy 
(12) looks on warily.

Continued from page 1
Child lost in war becomes an American

By Sam Scott
 Patricia Gale, Vision Chairman 
for the Irving Noon Day Lions Club, 
was recently contacted by two Irving 
families whose children had serious 
eye problems. 
 One student is a sophomore at 
MacArthur High School and the other 
is a fourth grader at Thomas Haley 
Elementary. Together these students’ 
families were facing over $570 in 

expenses for the special polycarbon-
ate lenses they needed, all the while 
dealing with unexpected job losses. 
 The Lion’s Club contacted the 
Lion’s Sight & Tissue Foundation 
for help. The optical laboratory that 
works with the LSTF agreed to make 
up the special glasses the students 
needed. Several styles of frames were 
delivered to the school nurses, so the 
students could choose the styles they 

wanted. 
 The LSTF lab processed the lens-
es quickly so that the special glasses 
could be delivered by Oct. 1, just in 
time for one of the student’s birthday. 
On the morning of his birthday party, 
the student’s mother arrived at the 
home of Lion Patricia Gale to receive 
the “birthday glasses.” 
 Both students now have a chance 
at improved academic lives and are 
grateful to all who had a part in help-
ing them obtain their new glasses.

Lions Club helps give sight to local students

Lions process paperwork to allow students to be seen by an 
optometrist. 
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Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

I was named after the famous Krystle Car-
rington on “Dynasty” who looks for love 
and kindness in everyone. I’m a one year 
old gray spayed female and was brought 
here from another shelter. I am just gor-
geous! You must come by and meet me. I 
love to snuggle and be played with. Please 
come by and let me show you how I will 
be the cats of your dreams.

How ya doin’? I’m Tinker! I’m about 
1 year old, and was rescued from 
another shelter. I get along great with 
everyone, and am very smart! I had 
heartworms, so the good people here 
at DFWHS are trying to raise $ 160.00 
pay for my successful treatment. If 
you can help, please donate to our 
Angel Fund in my name. I’m all better 
now, and I’m ready to come and be the 
newest member of your family!

 Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly 
basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accurate information.
 Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. 
If an organization wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, 
we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Circle I - Square & Round
Dance Club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

October 11 at 7pm
IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Classified
Advertisements

RUSTIC hOME 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th 
St. Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as family 
has outgrown this house

SALES POSITION
Positive, persistent, people 
person needed to build per-
sonal clientele list from local 
area.  No overnight or long 
distance travel.  20-30 flex-
ible hours/wk between M-F 
& 8-5.  Must be computer 
literate w/own transportation, 
cell phone and computer ac-
cess.  Experience in outside 
advertising sales a plus!  No 
income ceiling!  Please send 
your resume to:
JeanaA@IrvingRambler.com

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

hOME COMPUTER 
WORK

Flex hrs $500-1500 PT
$2000-6000 FT.  We train

www.dcaglobal.com
214 484 7648

CARRIER NEEDED
Must be available Friday 

nights. Good driving record 
and must have licence and
insurance 972-870-1992

All Types Repair and Re-
modeling; indoor & exterior 

painting; G.E. Hedgecoke 38 
years experience, 35 years in 

Irving; 214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

By Alice Canham
 Take a look at the picture that 
accompanies this article. That’s Joe 
Watson and his bride, Lavillas (“Call 
me Bibbles – everybody does,” 
she tells me). They don’t look old 
enough to be celebrating their 65th 
wedding anniversary, do they? They 
don’t act it, either. Yet the pair was 
married Nov. 10, 1945.
 How did they meet? 
 “It’s a story, alright,” said Joe as 
Bibbles interrupts: “I was a pickup!” 
Seems Joe had been dating a friend 
of Lavillas Alexander’s, so he’d 
noticed her, watched her playing 
high school basketball, and knew 
she rode the bus to Grand Prairie. 
So one day after practice, he tooled 
by in his ’38 Ford (“my jalopy,” he 
laughs) and offered to take her home. 
She’d noticed him, too, and said yes. 
The pair was smitten, and at 15 and 
17 years of age, they knew they’d be 
spending their lives together. 
 World War II intervened though, 
and as dearly as Joe loved Bibbles, 
he also loved his country. Was he 
too young to serve? Not for the 
Merchant Marines. He circumnavi-
gated the globe, seeing combat in the 
Pacific – and was only a few hundred 
miles away when Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. He 
begs off on describing too much of 
those war years and has worked hard 
to keep his “war nerves” at bay.
 Almost as soon as he was 
discharged, he was racing through 
completion of his senior year,  and 
putting in an appearance at City 
Hall. 
 “I had my diploma in one hand 
and my marriage license in the 
other,” said Joe. He and his dad, R. 
F. “Chick” Watson became partners 
in a business first located on Britain 
Street in old downtown Irving. Orig-
inally a blacksmith shop, it became 

Watson Welding and Radiators, now 
shortened to Watson Radiator. He’s 
been working every day for 65 years 
but threatens to retire and start hang-
ing out more with his wife. 
 Lavillas became “Bibbles” as a 
toddler when her aunt, barely older 
than she was, couldn’t pronounce 
her name. The couple raised two 
sons and also have two grand-
daughters and three great-grandkids. 
Bibbles worked in the processing 
lab at Eastman Kodak from 1951 
– 1984 and now considers herself 
retired and responsible only for one 
dependent: 12 year old Wishbone, a 
chow mix that sometimes helps out 
by barking at customers.
 Son Bobby lives nearby in 
Grand Prairie, while son Jackie and 
his wife Sharon are in Rusk. They, 
too, are a long-partnered pair, having 
celebrated 48 years of marriage. Bib-
bles tells the story of the birth of one 
of her grandchildren in the backseat 
of her car, as the new grandmother 
was driving her daughter-in-law to 
the hospital. 
 “I don’t think I could do what 
some of today’s grandparents take 
on, raising grandchildren,” said 
Bubbles. 
 She pauses. “I had to be tough 
to make it this far.” She and Joe 
exchange a quick glance, then she 
tells the whole story of those “war 
nerves”. 
 “Joe is a recovering alcoholic. 
I’d have had to survive the blood and 
the guts and the beer.”
 “When you’re an alcoholic like 
me, “ Joe said, “you can’t even have 
one sip. I had a friend once who of-
fered me some watered-down wine. 
Said that’d be safe. I’ve learned the 
hard way, it isn’t.” An active, spry 
gentleman, he points to pictures 
on the wall before leaning back in 
his desk chair with his feet on the 

“Had to be tough” to
reach 65th anniversary

desk. 
 “And I liked danger, too. That’s part of it. I’ve been a 
race-car driver and volunteer firefighter, but that alcohol, 
that was the worst. I ended up in the hospital with liver 
trouble but picked up drinking again for another three 
years after that. I’d keep coming back to the hospital, 
talking about my “war nerves” until finally the doctor 
and my wife said they wouldn’t take me anymore. 
 “I figured I had to do something different, so I 
started working with Alcoholics Anonymous. I take the 
twelve steps seriously. I took my last drink 41 years, 
4months and 12 days ago.”
 “And I went to Al –Anon,” said Bibbles. “It really 
helped both of us.” Joe is proud to have been a mentor 
to other ‘Friends of Bill’ over the years. 
 “We’re blessed today. Today. Because it is just 
one day at a time, like it says in the Twelve Steps.” His 
handbook is never far away, and he opens it to show 
the message. “So that’s us, and today,” said Joe with 
a twinkle, “today, I have someplace to go, and it’s the 
same place I’ve been for the last 65 years.” Is he talking 
about the business? The marriage? You can’t tell… but 
they’re both going somewhere Joe and Bibbles want to 
be.

By Jason Alderman
 Drew Brees’ list of accomplish-
ments is long and impressive: New 
Orleans Saints quarterback. Super 
Bowl XLIV MVP. Devoted family 
man. And now, financial literacy 
champion.
 Brees cites a personal experi-
ence for opening his eyes to the 
importance of money management.
 “In my NFL rookie season, I 
applied for my first mortgage and 
during the process learned that 
an unpaid cell phone bill from 
my junior year in college that had 
negatively affected my credit score,” 
Brees said. “Fortunately I was still 
able to secure the loan, but at a much 
higher interest rate than if I’d had a 
good credit score. It frustrates me 
to this day that I didn’t understand 
the importance of my credit score at 
the time I made those poor financial 
decisions.” 
 Brees began channeling that 
frustration by taking a more active 
role in combating youth financial 
illiteracy. The statistics he cites are 
troubling: 
 The average high school senior 
can answer only about half of basic 
financial knowledge questions cor-
rectly. 
 Although 93 percent of Ameri-
cans believe all high school students 
should be required to take a financial 
education class, only four states re-
quire at least a semester-long course 
in personal finances. 
 Only four in 10 adults under-
stand how to properly calculate how 
much they’ll need to reach their re-
tirement savings goals. Yet for most 
average earners, Social Security will 
replace only about 40 percent of pre-
retirement earnings. 
 More than one in 10 Americans 
don’t use banks at all, despite the 
financial advantages they provide.
 As you might expect, Brees is 
taking action. He visits high schools 
around the country, sharing personal 
stories, answering student questions 
and quarterbacking group competi-
tions in Financial Football, an inter-
active video game jointly developed 
by the National Football League and 
Visa Inc.
 Financial Football combines 
the NFL’s structure and rules with 

hundreds of questions of varying 
difficulty designed to test students’ 
financial knowledge. To move the 
ball down the field and score points, 
players must answer a series of 
money management questions cor-
rectly. Wrong answers cost yardage 
or loss of the ball. 
 Brees himself contributed nu-
merous questions for the latest ver-
sion just released. See whether you 
can answer the following correctly:
1. Negative financial information 
(excluding bankruptcy) can stay on 
your credit report for: 
2 years 
5 years 
7 years 
10 years

2. Which of the following will NOT 
damage your credit score? 
Defaulting on a student loan 
Checking your own credit score 
Home foreclosure 
Carrying a credit card balance equal 
to your spending limit

3. Which are the two most important 
factors when determining someone’s 
creditworthiness? 
Payment history and amounts 
owed 
Length of credit history and amounts 
owed 
Types of credit they currently use 
and payment history 
Number of credit inquiries made and 
amounts owed
 Teachers can download free 
lesson modules for three age levels 
to incorporate the game into their 
classroom curriculum. You can 
download Financial Football as a 
free iTunes application playable on 
your iPhone or iPad, or play it online 
at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
football – all in English or Spanish 
versions. 
 By the way, the correct answers 
to the questions above are: 1 (c), 2 
(b) and 3 (a). How many yards did 
you gain? 

Super Bowl MVP tackles 
financial illiteracy

Joe Wastson stands behind his bride for 65 years.
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WORSHIP

St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church
Living Word Global Church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First United
 Methodist Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
972.253.3531www.fumcirving.org 

Sunday 10:30am in Sanctuary (traditional 
and praise worship)

6:30pm in Fellowship Hall
(gospel songs and praying together)

Sunday School for all ages 9:10am “FUMC 
Irving where together in Christ all genera-
tions worship, pray & play together and 

have for 100+ years.”

Kirkwood United
Methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

972-259-1123

109 S. Main Street,
Irving, Tx 75060

For coupons visit www.gloryhousecatering.com

BUFFET LUNCH AND SALAD BAR
HOMEMADE SOUPS

In the Bistro -
  Monday thru Friday 11 am – 2 pm
  Pricing from $6.95 - $9.95

Buy One Get One Free

By Jess Paniszczyn
 As participants in the Irving Veterans Day Program began leaving 
the Memorial Park, a small crowd of people met at the Irving Firefighters 
Memorial. Not yet formally dedicated, the memorial remembers Irving 
Firefighters who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
 “The memorial means a lot not only to the active firefighters and the 
retired firefighters, but also to their family members,” said Fire Chief Mario 
Molina. “This is an area we can come together and celebrate the accomplish-
ments and memories of our fallen firefighters.”
 Only two names grace the memorial. James Presnall, Firefighter – 
Engine 4B, died in the collapse of a building in 1984. Wendell McCluer, 
Driver – Truck 9C, died in a motor 
vehicle accident in 1988.
 Regarding the two names beau-
tifully carved in black granite, the 
Chief added a final comment.
 “Two firefighters have paid the 
ultimate price serving our commu-
nity. We don’t have any intention of 
adding anymore names,” he said. 

Firefighters remember

Provided by TJ Friedel
 Tom Dozier of Irving wins the 
Chili Appreciation Society Interna-
tional chili championship in Terlin-
gua. Tom makes Irving home to the 
most living champions in one city. 
 At Rancho CASI de los Chiso’s 
in Terlingua, TX, 327 of the best 
chili cooks in the world squared off 
in the desert to determine who was 
the very best, on Nov. 6. Terlingua 
became the site of the World’s Chili 
Cookoff in 1967 when Wick Fowler 
and H Allen Smith battled it out in 

New Terlingua International Chili Champion is crowned
the desert only to come up with a 
tie. Every year for the past forty 
four years the number of qualified 
cooks has risen, and there is a trek 
of thousands to the ranch the first 
Saturday in November. 
 Irving already served as home 
to three champions who are actually 
all related. Dusty Hudspeth captured 
the 1984 ICS championship and she 
is the daughter of Doris Coats the 
1991 TICC champion. Bob Coats is 
the 1999 TICC champion, and he is 
married to Doris. Now Tom Dozier 

with his Some like it Hot chili is the 
2010 Terlingua International Chili 
Champion bringing Irving’s total to 
four. 
 Tom only began cooking in 
April of 2008 and has earned nu-
merous wins with his recipe. Tom 
has been an Irving resident for 20 
years and is employed by the City 
of Irving. This was only his second 
time to qualify and enter the compe-
tition. Some cooks live their whole 
lives trying and never gain the title. 
If you want to be champion chili 
cook, move to Irving. 

 IISD schools and partners in 
education have contributed to im-
proving the health of students in the 
first weeks of November.
 At Lively Elementary Schools, 
an effort of the physical education 
teachers is called Fitness in Rooms 
of Education (FIRE). The program 
is an experiment to fuel teachers 
with games and activities to get 
students moving as they learn. Ses-
sions are offered on Thursday from 
3:15-3:45 and helps attendees learn 
a new game or activity that can eas-
ily be implemented into classroom 
academic subjects. For students’ 
opinions on FIRE, access www.
video.irvingisd.net/videos/iisd/es/
lively/2010/FIRE.wmv.
 Irving Lions’ clubs cooperated 
with Irving YMCA to host the Vision 
Van clinic Nov. 3. Forty-six students 
received free eye examinations and 
glasses. In order to provide these 
services, Lions clubs collect used 
eye glasses, then recycle the frames 
for children in the community.
 Irving Masonic Lodge #1218 
and Masonic Children & Family 
Services donated dental kits and 
provided proper tooth-brushing 
techniques to first graders at Davis 
Elementary School and Lively El-
ementary School. All first graders 
at Davis and Lively received the 
kits containing toothbrushes, floss, 
toothpaste and a timer.
 Students from Gilbert Elemen-
tary School attended the Marathon 
Kids Kickoff Celebration at Loos 
Stadium in Dallas Oct. 30. By 
participating in the program, Mara-
thon Kids learn to live an active 
and healthy lifestyle by running or 
walking 26.2 miles over the course 
of six months, as well as eating 
healthy food daily and learning to 

grow fruits and vegetables. The pro-
gram is provided free to public and 
private elementary schools, as well 
as home schools, or independent 

Schools, partners help with health
families. More information about 
Marathon Kids is available online 
at www.marathonkids.org/program-
overview. 
Source: Irving ISD

Photo by John Starkey

Terlinqua acknowledges Tom Dozier as a world class chili champion. 
Source: TJ Friedel
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Please contact Dr. Marroquin at her
new address to schedule appointments, request 
medical records or other professional matters.

972-253-2530

NEW LOCATION

6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 255
Irving TX 75039

Patricia Marroquin, M.D. OB/GYN
- Medical Degree from University of Texas
 at Galveston School of Medicine
- Certified by the American Board of 
 Obstetrics and Gynecology
- Practicing in Irving since 2004
- Bilingual: Spanish and English
 (physician and office staff)

NEW LOCATION
Patricia Marroquin, M.D. OB/GYN

Old office location: 1110 Cottonwood Lane, Ste 200, Irving, TX   75038

OBITUARIES
Jack campbell

Jack Campbell, 
born  October 
13, 1932, passed 
away November 
8, 2010. He was 
born in Brown-
wood, TX and 
raised in El Paso, 

TX. He has been a resident of Irving 
since 1976. He was a manager and 
technical director for Orkin Exter-
minating Company for many years. 
He was also owner and operator 
of Irving Pest Control from 1984 
until he retired in 1999. Jack was 
an avid golfer, a volunteer at Bay-
lor Hospital-Irving and an active 
member of First United Methodist 
Church of Irving. His son Scott 
Campbell preceded him in death 
and he is survived by his wife Bob-
bye Campbell. Private Inurnment 
services with Military Honors will 
be held at 9 AM Monday, November 
15, 2010 at DFW National Cemetery 
in Dallas. Memorial services will 
follow at 11 AM at First United 
Methodist Church with Rev. David 
Turner officiating. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to First 
United Methodist Church-Irving, 
211 W. Third St., Irving, TX 75060, 
American Heart Association, P.O. 
Box 841125, Dallas, TX 75284, 
or American Diabetes Association, 
4100 Alpha Rd., Ste. 100, Dallas, 
TX. Arrangements by Brown’s Me-
morial Funeral Home.  

NiNfa cardeNas
Ninfa Cardenas, of Irving, passed 
away Fri., Nov. 5, 2010. She was 
born in Brownsville on April 13, 
1929. Funeral services were held 
Mon., Nov. 8, 2010 at Brown’s Me-
morial Chapel. Interment followed 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
Memorial donations may be made 

to the American Heart Association 
or American Diabetes Association.

GeorGia louise ellias
Georgia Louise Ellias, of Arling-
ton, passed away November 10, 
2010 at the age of 80. She was born 
February 22, 1930 in Natchitoches, 
LA. Funeral Services will be held at 
1 PM Saturday, November 13, 2010 
at Brown’s Memorial Chapel with 
interment to follow at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens.  

c. sue flemmoNs
C. Sue Flemmons, of Irving, passed 
away on Nov 8, 2010. She was born 
on July 21, 1939 to Vernal Calhoun 
Dickerson and Ada Catherine Wass 
in Osage County. Sue retired from 
the Irving ISD after working there 
23 years. She is survived by sons 
Tim and Jeff of Grand Prairie,  and 
Mark and Keith of Irving; grandsons 
Tyler and Jacob; sister Pat of Hot 
Springs, AR and niece Sandra of 
Kingsland, TX. A funeral service 
was held in Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel at 2:00 PM on Thursday, 
Nov 11, 2010.

alleN keith keNt
Allen Keith Kent, 45, of Dallas, died 
Nov 8, 2010. He was born Aug 12, 
1965 in Waco. Rosary was Friday at 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home. 
Memorial Mass 2:30p.m., Nov 13, 
at Holy Family of Nazareth Catho-
lic Church, Irving. Inurnment 1:00 
p.m., Nov. 15 at Garden of Memo-
ries in Kerrville.

patricia o’mellia roe
Patricia O’Mellia Roe, of Irving, 
passed away Nov. 4, 2010. She was 
born Feb. 16, 1925 in Kansas City, 
MO. Funeral services were held 
Nov. 10, 2010 at St. Stephen’s Pres-
byterian Church with Rev. Ronald L. 

Floyd officiating. Interment services 
followed at DFW National Cemetery 
in Dallas. Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home. 

JaNe Welch schlehr
Jane Welch Schlehr, 90, of Irving, 
Texas, passed away on November 
7, 2010 at her daughter’s home in 
Denton, Texas, surrounded by her 
loving family. She was born in 1920 
in Kentucky and spent most of her 
childhood in Ohio. The daughter of 
the late Reverend Harry Houchens 
Welch and the late Cornelia Cynthia 
Welch, Jane was the oldest of five 
siblings. She sang and played piano 
for her father’s church. She studied 
nutrition at Mars Hill College in 
North Carolina and then started 
her career in medical technology 
at Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Jane was a certified 
medical technologist and worked 
as a bacteriologist, hematologist, 
and an infection control specialist 
for both the public and the private 
sectors. She did neurological re-
search at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland and was on staff at private 
labs and several metropolitan area 
hospitals, such as Methodist, Wadley 
Blood Bank, and Irving Hospital. 
She married Arthur James Edwards 
on February 29, 1948. They had 
six children together and lived in 
Bel Air, Maryland. They divorced 
in 1968 and Jane then moved to 
Irving, Texas and married George 
Schlehr in 1969. She fulfilled a 
lifelong dream when she graduated 
from Dallas Baptist College in 1981 
with a bachelor’s degree in career 
arts. Jane was an active member 
of MacArthur Boulevard Baptist 
Church and pioneered their home-
bound ministry, taking the bouquets 
she made of the alter displays to 
seniors. She also sang in the choir, 
supported missionary families, and 

worked with children. Jane was a 
Mall-Walker who had clocked in the 
tens of thousands of miles. When she 
was 64, she was seriously injured in 
an automobile accident which left 
her immobilized by multiple pelvic 
fractures. Her doctor warned her that 
she might not ever walk again. De-
spite this, she learned to walk after 
five months of recovery and went on 
to win races in her age group. Jane 
continued walking into her eighties. 
Jane was preceded in death by her 
husband, George; her son, Robert 
Heading, and an infant son, her 
brothers, Edwin and Truett, and her 
sister, Iris. Beloved sister, mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmoth-
er, Jane is survived by her children, 
Lyle (Lilac) Bauer of Austin, Texas, 
Trudy Scola of Sleepy Hollow, Il-
linois, Arthur James Edwards, Jr. of 
Herndon, Virginia, Martha (Mafa) 
Jane Edwards of New York City, 
Ruth Kimbrough of Denton, Texas, 
and Susan Welch Edwards of Boyd, 
Texas, her sixteen grandchildren, 
her six great-grandchildren, and her 
siblings, Bobbie Annette Gibson of 
California and James McKee Welch 
of Washington State. Her family 
welcomes floral gifts of flowering 
bulbs that can be replanted or con-
tributions to the American Bible 
Society. The memorial service will 
be held 12:30 p.m., Friday, Novem-
ber 19 at MacArthur Blvd. Baptist 
Church, 8001 Mustang Drive, Ir-
ving. Arrangements by Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home.

alaN scruGGs
Alan Scruggs, age 50 of Maypearl, 
Texas passed away in Irving, Texas 
on October 31, 2010. He was born 
May 15, 1960 in Fort Knox, Ken-
tucky. A Memorial Service was held 
on Thursday, November 11, 2010 at 
10 a. m. at First Baptist Church in 
Maypearl, Texas, Pastor Tony Shef-

field officiating. Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.  

JohN Williams
John Williams, 
age 58, of Venus, 
passed away Fri-
day, November 
5, 2010 at Hearth 
Stone Assisted 
Living in Irving. 
He was born Feb-

ruary 24, 1952 in Dallas, Tx. to 
Alvin Williams and Bobbie Hagle. 
John was a loving husband, father 
and grandfather and a member of 
Maypearl Church of Christ and 
a member of Texas Cross Coun-
try Racing Association. Survivors 
include his two daughters, Amie 
Williams-Salazar of Venus, Amanda 
Williams of Irving; son, Andrew 
Williams of Venus; granddaughter, 
Dannah Salazar of Venus; grandson, 
Aidan Williams of Irving: sister, 
Jane Winton of Luther Oklahoma 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
The family received friends from 
6PM until 8PM Monday, Novem-
ber 8, 2010 at the Boze-Mitchell-
McKibbin Funeral Home. Services 
were at the Maypearl Church of 
Christ at 12 Noon Tuesday, No-
vember 9, 2010. Arrangements by 
Boze-Mitchell-McKibbin Funeral 
Home in Waxahachie.
www.bozemitchellmckibbin.com.

VirGiNia eVelyN Withers
Virginia Evelyn Withers, 98, of 
Irving, passed away at home on 
November 3, 2010. She was born 
on December 20, 1911 in Adrian, 
Michigan. A memorial service was 
Thursday, Nov 11, 2010 at 10a.m. 
at The Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer, Irving. Arrangements 
by Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home.

Fire Department visits Clifton

City of Irving Fire Department visited students at Clifton Early 
Childhood School, teaching students how to stop, drop and roll; let 
students try-on firemen’s gear; and tour the fire engine.

Source: Irving ISD

Provided by Chris Hiatt
 Guitar Center named William 
Freeman, 27, of Irving as one of 
twenty-five district winners of the 
22nd annual Guitar Center’s Drum-
Off.
 The district winners will go on 
to compete for thousands of dollars in 
prizes and the title of Guitar Center’s 
Drum-Off Champion. As a district 
finalist, Freeman has been invited to 

advance to a regional competition tak-
ing place on Dec. 2 at Guitar Center 
North Dallas in Farmer’s Branch. 
Regional finalists will compete for 
the grand prize in Los Angeles, CA 
in January 2011. In the finale event, 
each of the five finalists will perform 
in front of a live audience, opening for 
one of today’s most established artist 
and for a panel of celebrity judges. 
 The competition kicked off on 

Sep. 23, with local competitions at 
each of the Guitar Center locations 
nationwide. By creating a venue 
where undiscovered artists can reveal 
their talent, Guitar Center has been 
fostering the discovery of talented 
artists for more than two decades.
 For more information, visit 
www.gc.guitarcenter.com/drum-
off-2010/.

Resident wins district Drum-Off
 The National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) selected 
Irving ISD to conduct two surveys in district middle schools.
 NFSMI representatives visited Austin Middle School and Bowie 
Middle School Nov. 2 to conduct their Participation Survey and Non-
Participation Survey. Approximately 25-50 students took the surveys. 
Participants were students who eat school lunch daily, and students who 
eat school lunch sometimes or not at all. 
 In a report released by the City of Irving Nov. 8, IISD cafeterias 
earned high marks. Eighteen locations earned an A+, 14 earned an A, 
one earned a B+, and two locations earned a B. To see the full report, 
access www.ecs.ci.irving.tx.us/inspectionscores/.
Source: Irving ISD

IISD tapped for
cafeteria research

Student Council members from MacArthur High School welcome 
members of the United States military returning home through DFW 
International Airport.

Welcome back home

Source: Irving ISD
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¥ On Nov. 30, 1886, the Folies 
Berg re in Paris introduces 
an elaborate revue featuring 
women in sensational cos-
tumes. The theater spared no 
expense, staging revues that 
featured as many as 40 sets. 
Among other long traditions, 
the show’s title always con-
tains 13 letters and includes 
the word “Folie.”

¥ On Dec. 5, 1933, the 21st 
Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution is ratified, repealing 
the 18th Amendment and 
bringing an end to the national 

prohibition of alcohol. Mis-
sissippi, the last dry state in 
the Union, ended Prohibition 
in 1966.

¥ On Dec. 4, 1945, in an 
overwhelming vote of 65 to 
7, the U.S. Senate approves 
full U.S. participation in the 
United Nations. Some sena-
tors proposed a resolution 
designed to force the presi-
dent to receive congressional 

consent before approving 
U.S. troops for any U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. The 
resolution was defeated.

¥ On Dec. 1, 1955, in Mont-
gomery, Ala., Rosa Parks is 
jailed for refusing to give up 
her seat on a public bus to a 
white man, a violation of the 
city’s racial segregation laws. 
Parks’ refusal was not merely 
brought on by her tired feet, 

as is the popular legend. Lo-
cal civil-rights leaders had 
been planning a challenge to 
Montgomery’s racist bus laws 
for several months.

¥ On Dec. 3, 1967, 53-year-
old Lewis Washkansky re-
ceives the first human heart 
transplant in Cape Town, 
South Africa. After surgery, 
he was given drugs to sup-
press his immune system and 

keep his body from rejecting 
the heart. He died 18 days lat-
er from double pneumonia. 

¥ On Dec. 2, 1972, the Temp-
tations earn the last of their 
four chart-topping hits when 
“Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone” 
reaches No. 1 on the Bill-
board Hot 100. Earlier hits by 
producer-songwriter Smokey 
Robinson were “The Way You 
Do the Things You Do” (1964) 

and “My Girl” (1965).

¥ On Nov. 29, 1981, actress 
Natalie Wood, who starred 
in such movies as “Rebel 
Without a Cause” and “West 
Side Story,” drowns in a boat-
ing accident near California’s 
Catalina Island. It was be-
lieved she somehow slipped 
overboard while untying a 
dinghy attached to the boat.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

¥ It was journalist, entrepre-
neur and philanthropist Esther 
Dyson who made the follow-
ing sage observation:  

¥ Have you ever wondered 
what the largest irrigated crop 
in the United States is? It’s not 
soybeans, wheat or even corn; 
it’s grass, mostly in lawns, 
parks and golf courses.

¥ In China, the Beijing Traf-
fic Management Bureau, 
which issues license plates, 
has recently stopped allow-
ing the number 4 to appear 
on the tags. Evidently the 
number sounds like the word 
for “death” and is therefore 
considered to be unlucky.
 

¥ If you’re planning a vaca-
tion sometime in the near 
future, you might want to 
keep in mind Travel & Lei-
sure magazine’s most recent 
city rankings. These rankings 
didn’t involve food or culture, 
though. For this particular 
list, readers voted on the 
cities with the most- and 
least-attractive people. If you 
enjoy people-watching, head 
to Charleston, S.C., which 
reportedly boasts the most 
attractive populace, followed 
by San Diego and Savan-

nah, Ga., in second and third 
places. The U.S. cities with 
the least attractive residents? 
According to the survey, 
they’re Memphis, Baltimore 
and Philadelphia.

¥ Here’s a startling statistic: 
If your family is average, 
you throw out about $600 in 
unspoiled food every year.
 
“The Internet is like alcohol 
in some sense. It accentuates 
what you would do anyway. 
If you want to be a loner, you 

can be more alone. If you 
want to connect, it makes it 
easier to connect.”
 
¥ In Turkey, a traditional Mus-
lim wedding lasts anywhere 
from four to seven days. 
During that time the bride’s 
family and the groom’s family 
participate in separate cel-
ebrations, and the bride and 
groom are not allowed to see 
each other until the ceremony 
at the end.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Last-Minute Steps to Reduce 
Taxes

There is still time to do the 
year-end math and see if you 
can reduce the amount of in-
come taxes you’ll pay. Here 
are steps you can take:
--Invest in computer tax soft-
ware now, before the end of 
the year, and run your esti-
mated numbers to see what 
they look like.
--Add up your medical bills 
for the year. If you can de-
duct them on the Schedule 
A tax form, schedule last-
minute dental and medical 
procedures before the end of 
the year.
--Make a 13th payment on 
your mortgage to increase the 
Form 1098 interest amount 
the mortgage company will 
send you. Every little bit 

helps.
--Make your donations to 
Goodwill and Salvation Army 
before the end of the year. Be 
sure to get a dated receipt with 
all of your items listed. Use 
“It’s Deductible” tax software 
to calculate the value of your 
donations. Beware noting all 
of your items as being in ex-
cellent condition. “Average” 
will still get you some amount 
of donation value without 
raising any red flags.
--If you were out of work and 
looked for employment, add 
up your expenses for the job 
hunt. You can take mileage, 
clothing for the interview, 
costs of preparing and copy-
ing your resume if you were 
seeking employment in the 
same field. The catch is that 
you can’t wait a long time 
to see employment if you 
want to claim the benefits 
of the job-hunt deductions. 
See IRS publication 529 for 
more information. Remember 
that you’ll be required to pay 
taxes on any unemployment 

benefits you received on any 
amount more than $2,400.
--If you are self-employed, 
use holiday sales to purchase 
big-ticket items you’ll need 
next year, such as updated 
telephones, computer, printer, 
office furniture and supplies.
--If you’ll need a new appli-
ance soon, consider getting 
it before the end of the year 
to take advantage of the tax 
credit for buying energy-
efficient models. See www.
energystar.gov. The same 
applies to any fast remodel-
ing projects such as energy 
efficient storm doors and win-

dows that can be done before 
the end of the year. 
--Put as much money as you 
can, up to the limit, in an IRA. 
Get expert financial advice 
and consider making that a 
Roth IRA.

David Uffington regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his 
column whenever possible. 
Write to him in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Here are some ways you can 
help make their holidays a 
little brighter:
 If you live near a military 
base, call its family support 
services. Tell them you’d like 
to help with toys, food boxes 
or anything else. You can 
help financially by donating 
a Walmart gift card so the 
at-home parent can buy what 
the family needs, paying a 
utility bill, donating a phone 
card and more. If you’re so 
inclined (and have the right 
equipment), volunteer to play 
Santa for a group of little 
kids.
 Volunteer at any location 
where they collect, pack and 
deliver toys for military kids. 
Most of these programs also 
include a food box.
 If you’re in a veterans 
service organization, perhaps 
the best thing you can do for 
the parents left behind is to 
host a party for the kids and 
give the parent a few free 
hours.
 If you know a parent 
who is struggling with the 
absence of the family’s ser-
vice member, make sure she 
(and it usually is a she) has 
access to information she 
needs. Ask family support 
services at the nearest base 
what help is available, and 
make sure she knows about 
it. Programs are called by 
various names depending on 
the military branch, but they 
all involve help with a wide 
variety of services, such as 
financial help for mortgage, 
car payment, phone bill, sup-
port groups and more.
 Prefer to have your ef-
forts remain anonymous? 
Go to www.aafes.com, click 
Support Troops and click on 
Help Our Troops Call Home. 
Scroll down and look for 
various ways your purchase 
of a phone card can help. 
Also check out phone cards 
for Injured Soldiers and Their 
Families.
 Write to Freddy Groves in 
care of King Features Weekly 
Service, P.O. Box 536475, 
Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or 
send e-mail to columnreply@
gmail.com.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Keep the Home Fires 
Burning
 The holidays can be tough 
on the families of service 
members who are deployed. 
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The Saint Luke’s Saints 7th & 8th grade girls 
volleyball team competed against Saint Pius 
X for the Dallas Parochial League Division 3 
championship on Saturday, November 6th. As the 
girls arrived one by one, a friendly nervousness 
filled the air.  Fans came with their best cheering 
voices and pom poms in hand while both teams 
came with their A game.  Vollies were exchanged 
almost too numerous to count.  The first half 
ended with the fans on the edge of their seats 
and the Saints winning 25 to 22.  The second half 
was just as exciting as it continued with St. Pius 
taking the lead 22 to 15. The cheering fan spirit 

roared even louder and the Saints were able come up from behind to win 
the championship by a close 25 to 23.  Both teams played their hearts out 
and exhibited upstanding examples of good sportsmanship.  In the end it 
was a high spirited and close game to behold.

(Left to Right) Maria Baker, Assistant Coach Adam Davis, Paloma Orozco, Brianna Glasscock, Brielle Perez, Gaby 
Alvarez, Katherine Davis, Bibi Hernandez, Suzanne Kendro, & Coach Brian Kendro, photos by Denise Perez

CONGRATULATIONS
St. Luke’s Girls Volleyball
Undefeated all SEASON

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

November 12 - 18

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

* UNSTOPPABLE    PG13
12:25    2:50    5:15    7:40    10:05

SKYLINE    PG13
12:30    3:15    5:35    8:00    10:20

* MORNING GLORY    PG13
12:50    3:40    7:25    9:55

* MEGAMIND 2D    PG
1:30    4:10    6:30    9:00

* DUE DATE    R
12:40    4:30    7:15    9:45

FOR COLORED GIRLS ONLY    R
12:45    3:50    6:55    10:05

SAW 3D    R
1:25    4:05    7:10    9:30

* MEGAMIND 3D    PG
12:30    1:00    2:50    4:40    5:10

7:00    7:30    9:20    9:50

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 2    R
12:50    3:05    5:20    7:35    10:05

RED    PG13
12:55    3:30    7:05    9:40

THE SECRATARIAT    PG
1:20    4:20    7:20    10:10

THE SOCIAL NETWORK    PG13
1:15    4:00    6:50    9:35

# NO PASSES
* FULLY RESTRICTED

By Matt Mungle
Title: 127 Hours
Rated: R
 We often watch movies and see 
people on the news who overcome 
great obstacles, and we are in awe of 
their strength and diligence to survive. 
It makes us search our own soul and 
wonder if we could do the same if 
faced with such trying circumstanc-
es. 
 Most are familiar with Aron Ral-
ston, the mountain climber who was 
trapped under a boulder while hiking 
alone in Utah. His struggle to free 
himself after days of being pinned in 
the rocks made the talk show circuit 
and the best selling book list. But to 
watch on the big screen is even more 
impactful, and makes you admire his 
heroics even more. 127 Hours is a 
film that will have you on the edge of 
your seat and at times breathless as 
you watch Aron’s story unfold. 
 Danny Boyle (Slumdog Million-
aire) wrote the screenplay for this film 
and directs it as well. He has a way of 
capturing the human dynamic whether 
in the crowded streets of Mumbai or 
in the solitude of a Midwest canyon. 
Here he has to rely on his main char-
acter (James Franco), plus the use of 
camera angles, and sound to draw the 
audience in. And all three work to 
perfection in this biographical thriller. 
Boyle puts you right in that crevice 
with Aron and you get a sense of the 
panic, claustrophobia and pain he must 
have endured. 
 You might think that a film like 
this would be tedious with just one 
character and a small time frame, but 
in actuality it is a riveting piece of 

work. Boyle takes advantage of the 
beauty of Utah to create a visually 
stunning backdrop. He also allows 
Franco to film some his own dialogue 
much like the real Aron did. This adds 
dimension and uniqueness to the over-
all project. Plus James does an award 
winning job. He conveys a wide range 
of emotion and brings a depth to his 
character. He has very little to feed off 
of and must rely on his delivery and 
acting skills in order to make the role 
work. Many will walk out with a new 
found respect for his talent. 
 127 Hours is rated R for language 
and some disturbing violent content/
bloody images. Boyle holds nothing 
back in conveying the situation and 
outcomes of this true life ordeal. Yet he 
handles it like he always does with so-
phistication and a focused perspective. 
This is an intense thriller and to dumb 
it down would be to lose the severity 
of the suffering. I give this outing 4 out 
of 5 tight spots. It is expert filmmaking 
and a true story that is heart pounding 
and at times unfathomable. It makes 
you truly wonder if you could do the 

same given the same circumstances. 
Review copyright 2010
Mungleshow Productions
Used by Permission.

Expert filmmaking meets
the will of  the human spirit

By Matt Mungle
Title: Morning Glory
Rated: PG-13
 Sometimes films come along 
that are just fun. Sure they don’t ap-
peal to everyone and obviously you 
won’t remember them until they pop 
up on your basic cable stations a year 
later. But they are perfect for those 
select groups of people and genre 
fans who just want to have a few 
laughs and enjoy their time at the 
theater. Morning Glory is a film that 
fits that category perfectly. A dash of 
romance, a large dose of humor and 
a splash of heartwarming thrown in 

to seal it all together. 
 Becky (Rachel McAdams) is a 
young, producer for a failing televi-
sion program. She has lofty ideals 
and a go get em attitude that keeps 
her head in the game with little time 
for social and personal relationships. 
She has to balance finding cutting 
edge news stories with controlling 
high maintenance on-air talent, and 
dealing with a boss that doesn’t think 
she has what it takes. When she butts 
heads with a crusty veteran reporter 
(Harrison Ford) she has to find a way 
to teach him some new tricks before 
the show falls apart completely. 

 McAdams is perfect in this role 
and brings a sweet charm in a feisty 
little package. She is endearing and 
believable. She can take a cliché role 
and give it just enough personality 
to make it different without being 
campy. Her character is likeable and 
comfortable. 
 Ford seems to be gravitating to 
the more grouchy roles and has no 
problem delivering. He has a sarcas-
tic wry wit that is in good harmony 
with the cranky demeanor. The rest 
of the cast includes Diane Keaton 
as the co-host trying to deal with 
Ford’s sour puss, and Jeff Goldblum 

as the network exec. Good casting all 
around in this comedy.
 I think the script writers made a 
good call in making it more a situa-
tion comedy than a full on romantic 
outing. Sure Becky tries to find love 
amongst her busy schedule and has 
her eye on a hunky co worker. But 
the movie keeps it low key enough 
that it works outside the normal 
mold and goes the wide comedy 
route. There is something in here 
for the male and female film goers 
which makes it not a only a perfect 
girls night out film but a fun date 
film for adult couples of any era. 
 Rated PG-13 for some sexual 
content including dialogue, language 
and brief drug references Morning 
Glory is more suited for the 20 and 
older crowd. Sure it might be safe 
and fairly tame for the late teens but 
there is little in this to hold their at-
tention. Older adults will find it com-
pares in content to most sitcoms that 
flood from their TV each night. 
 This film has a lot of laughs, 
well written characters, and a story 
that doesn’t bog down or try to hard 
to succeed. It does its thing and does 
it well. One that many will enjoy 
and most will watch again and again 
every time it hits that cable syndica-
tion. It gets 3.5 out of 5 co-anchors 
and fits the entertainment bill. 
Review copyright 2010 Mungleshow 
Productions. Used by Permission.

Great casting tops off fun but forgettable comedy

Mungles 
on Movies

 All Irving ISD schools and of-
fices will be closed for a student/
teacher holiday, Nov. 24-26.
 Nov. 22-23, are holidays for 
students and IISD employees will 
participate in staff development. 
During these two days, all schools 
will be closed, but central admin-
istrative offices will be open for 
regular business hours.
 Offices reopen and classes re-
sume Nov. 29.
Source: Irving ISD

Irving ISD 
Schedule for 
Nov. 24-26

Provided by Denise Perez

Saints win volleyball championship



The Irving Ramblerwww.IrvingRambler.comNovember 13, 2010Page 10

It is with mutual honor for all Five Funeral Homes in Irving to 
come together with our time, talents and compassion to honor 
those veterans laid to rest in Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

The staffs of Donnelly’s Colonial, Chapel of Roses, Calvary, 
Chism-Smith and Brown’s Memorial Funeral Homes welcome 
the public’s involvement with the first annual Wreaths Across 
America Project.

The public is welcomed and encouraged to join in this event 
by
 sponsoring a wreath,
 attending the Wreath Laying Ceremony to be held
  at 11:00AM, Saturday,  December 11th, 2010
  at the Cemetery
 and/or volunteering in the placement of wreaths
  following the program on graves of our veterans.

Wreaths are priced at $15.00 each and the gift is
tax deductable.  

To purchase a wreath, or to become a Small Business or
Corporate Sponsor of ten or more wreaths you may contact:

Oak Grove Memorial Gardens     972.579.1844
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home     972.254.4242

Calvary Funeral Home     972.579.7356
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home     972.554.1031

Chism-Smith Funeral Home     972.259.7644
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home     972.579.1313

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
Irving Project

v
v

v
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same time on their sacrifices, and 
thanking them.”
 The ceremony includes post-
ing of two flags and a Cadet Honor 
Guard. Participants will hear the 
playing of ‘Taps’ prior to the place-
ment of large ceremonial wreaths to 
honor all the branches of our Armed 
Services. Active service members 
will be on hand to represent our ser-
vice men and women, and Gulliksen 
has invited participation by P.O.W. 
representatives as well. A school 
choir will sing the National Anthem. 
After a guest speaker and closing 

remarks, the assembled guests will 
be invited to share in a rite that 
involves placement of the smaller 
wreaths throughout the cemetery.
 We’ll have help from some 
teams of CAP volunteers, and from 
the Daughters of the American Re-
public,” said Gulliksen, “We also 
invite civic groups to help form 
distribution teams, and will certainly 
welcome individuals who want to 
participate.”
 For 2Lt. Joan Gulliksen, the 
event is already a family affair. Her 
two sons, 18 year old Scott and 15 

year old James are both Cadets with 
the Civil Air Patrol. Her husband 
is Cadet 2Lt. Scott Gulliksen who 
has been in charge of the event over 
the past few years. All four family 
members are proud of their involve-
ment in this US Air Force volunteer 
group.
 “Our members respond to any 
emergency. We went out on airborne 
search and rescue missions after 
Hurricane Ike, and we helped look 
for debris from the shuttle breakup 
over Texas. Anytime there’s a signal 
from a plane’s ELT (Emergency 

Locator Transmitter), our teams 
may be sent out to find them,” said 
Gulliksen.
 Is she a pilot? Do they have a 
plane? 
 “No, although some of our 
members do have planes. It’s just 
a wonderful way that a civilian can 
help. We got involved when a neigh-
bor joined up, and then both our boys 
got swept up in it. There’s a whole 
world of involvement for kids, for 
families or just anybody,” she said.
 Contact Gulliksen at joangul-
liksen@aol.com for more details. 

Continued from page 1

Wreaths help country to remember sacrifice

 Lamar Middle School was identi-
fied by the Texas Center for Student 
Success (TCSS) to participate in a 
study of higher performing schools in 
literacy, mathematics, science, social 

studies or writing.
 A program of The University of 
Texas at Austin, TCSS aims to provide 
the means for Texas public schools 
to create effective, targeted interven-

tions and instructional acceleration in 
all content areas and grade levels. In 
order to provide these strategies, TCSS 
needed to identify strong schools meet-
ing needs of high-ESL populations and 

at-risk students in order to share with 
other schools and districts across state. 
A team of experienced, highly-trained 
educators was assembled to identify 
and disseminate relevant research, 

resources, and examples that target the 
areas of intervention and accelerated 
instruction. 
 TCSS staff reviewed data from 
the National Center for Educational 
Achievement and TAKS scores to 
identify higher performing when 
compared to other Texas schools. 
TCSS interviewed Lamar Principal 
Rocci Malone Nov. 4. Malone said 
TCSS asked about strategies Lamar 
was using to help students achieve 
success in school. Malone noted 
Lamar faculty are trained to provide 
differentiated instruction for their 
students, including gifted and talented 
strategies, pre-Advanced Placement 
(AP) and AP strategies, and participate 
in the ARISE program with gradu-
ate students at Southern Methodist 
University. Malone also spoke about 
Lamar’s use of technology in the class-
room, including the use of Netbooks 
for students.
Source: Irving ISD

Lamar Middle School interviewed in success study


