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Veterans Day celebrated with honor

By Jess Paniszczyn

Speeches, music and prayer
lay at the heart of the Irving Veter-
ans Day Program that began inthe
Irving Central Library before mov-
ing to the Irving Veterans Memo-
rial Park for the conclusion.

Following the program, Bob
Moffatt, Treasurer for the Irving
Veterans Memorial Park Commit-
tee, reflected on the need for
Americans to stop and appreciate
veterans. As high school students
in Coffeyville, KS in 1942, Bob
and five of hisfriends enlisted to-
gether in the Marines. Of the six,

only Bob and his friend, O.C.
Quatterbaum, returned home.
“The veterans are precious. |
started out asa 16 year old and lied,
and went away to service in the
Marine Corp,” Bob said. “Nobody
knows the terrible things our men
and women are going through,
much more so than in World War
I1. Back then we had a different
feeling about the war. We dropped
bombs, and we went in to win. It
ishorribleto kill men, women and
children, but you had to do it.
“Now daysit is so mixed up.
Theway | look at it, we need to

Job market not
expected to improve

By Jess Paniszczyn

As we embark on another
holiday season looking forward to
eating turkey, shopping and gift
giving, thereareindicationswhich
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November 27-20
NUTCRACKER
A holiday trest!
Momeftum Dance
Company
28 mE0PM

P— -
Thursday, Dec. 3
JUMPSTART -
STORIES & ART
& ‘Winter Wonderiand
Inviong Arts Center
10 AM | FREE

suggest all is not well. Tom
Pauken, Chairman of the Texas
Workforce Commission, offershis
expert advice on what is happen-
ing in the economy and what needs
to happen to create some positive
momentum.

“In Texas, unemployment is
8.2 percent for September,” Mr.
Pauken said. “Nationally the fig-
ureis9.8 percent. Inthe Metroplex
area, unemployment is 8.3 percent.
So the statewide unemployment
figures and the Metroplex figures
are comparable.

“Texasisdoing better than any
other large state, but none the less
we are trending in the same direc-
tion asthe national unemployment
rate, which consistently has been
going up. If the national unemploy-
ment rate goes to 10 percent or
more, | would anticipate that Texas
would continue to see rising un-
employment.

“What we are seeing at the
moment is a slowdown in compa-
nies laying off employees com-
pared to what they were doing six
or nine months ago. At the same
time, however, we are not seeing
any indication that companies are
in a hiring mode. So the people
who have lost the jobs are having
adifficult time finding work.

“Unless we do some things
differently at the national level in
terms of putting in place an eco-
nomic policy to encouragejob cre-

See TAX, Page 5
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Friday, Dec 4
HARLEM, JINGLE
& JAZZ!
Annual Holiday
Open House
inving Arts Center
5:30-7:30 PM | FREE

either win or get out.

“l have seen some terrible
things on the island, but nothing
compared to how they can bekilled
so quickly with the bombs and
thingsin Iraq and Afghanistan. We
ought to say a blessing and thank

the Lord for our freedom and our
veterans everyday,” he said.
Representative LindaHarper-
Brown served as the program’s
guest speaker.
“It was a beautiful ceremony
and very well deserved recogniz-

ing the sacrificesour veteranshave
made for us to preserve freedom
in America,” Ms. Harper-Brown
said. “ Veterans have made a com-
mitment to serve, protect and pre-

See VETERANS, Page 4
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students play
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Members of the current L eadership Irving class, try their skillsat controlling a high, pressure water

hose while experiencing the daily chores of firefighters.

Vision Van gives glasses to children

By Jess Paniszczyn

‘See More,” aVision Van de-
veloped by OneSight, recently
rolled into the parking lot of the

Irving Family YMCA. Following
initial screenings at their schools,
300 children were invited to have
full eye exams and glasses were

’ g = =
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Can you see me now? Sudents from Irvingj ISD join volunteers and
professionals from OneSight outside the See More vision bus asthey

wait for their turn to receive free eye exams and glasses.

Fridaw, Dec 4
TAPESTRY DANCE TAP

T30 PM E 2:30 PM

Decembear 5-6
NUTCRACKER

A tréat for the all ages!
Hallgl Ensemble

of Texas

“fireman”

made free of charge for children
who needed them during van’sthe
Nov. 4-6 stop.

“We are doing a coordinated
effort through the Lions
Club and &l the Luxottica
Companies with the Irving
ISD,” said Earnie Ruther-
ford, a store manager for

{ Pearle Vision. “We have
L8 100 children per day sched-
uled. There are children
who do not know they need
a pair of glasses. | would
think their school work
would be greatly improved
if they could see better.

Since Luxottica began
giving away glassesto those
in need worldwide, more

See BETTER, Page 2
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Pur suit (stolen vehicle): 11-05-09
at 9:54 p.m. Near Loop 12 at
Grauwyler, officers observed a
vehiclethat was reported as stolen
in an aggravated robbery with a
handgun out of Richardson. Of-
ficer Worley and his recruit pur-
sued the stolen vehicleinto Dallas
and eventually into Highland Park
where the suspect fled on foot and
jumped into a large pond. Aided
by DPS Air-one, and approxi-
mately 20 DPD officers, the sus-
pect was located hiding in the wa-
ter and arrested. He was trans-
ported to Parkland Medical Cen-
ter and admitted for hypothermia
and injuries he sustained attempt-
ing to evade the police.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-09-09
at 6:39 p.m. Thevictim, a71 year
old female, was approached by a
maleinthe Lowesparkinglot. The
suspect displayed a handgun and
forcibly took her purse, knocking
her to the ground in the process.
The victim sustained minor inju-
ries.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-09-09
at 9:00 p.m. The complainants
stated that they were in their bed-
room in the 200 block of Steeple-
chase Drive when two suspects
forced open a backdoor to their
home which leads into their bed-
room. The suspectsforced the hus-
band to open their safe and an un-
determined amount of cash and
jewelry was taken from the home.
The complainantsweretied up, but
they were not injured. Crime Scene
was called to the location and In-
vestigators were notified.

November 14, 2009

Burglary in Progress: 11-10-09
at 2:07 p.m. Witness saw suspect
climb from the balcony of one
apartment in the Casa Valley
Apartments over to the balcony of
another apartment and enter
through the sliding glass door. Of -
ficers arrived and contacted the
suspect at the apartment who ad-
mitted to committing the offense.
The property was recovered in the
apartment and the suspect was ar-
rested for burglary of a habitation
and transported to Irving jail

Burglary in Progress: 11-10-09
at 2:29 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to the San Villa Mobile
Home Park after a citizen wit-
nessed three males break out awin-
dow on a mobile home and make
entry. Officers arrived on scene
and the suspects fled the location
on foot. One suspect wastakeninto
custody in the mobile home park
and a second suspect was appre-
hended after a short foot pursuit.
The homeowner was notified and
confirmed that this was a good
burglary.

www.irvingrambler.com

POLICE & FIRE

Traffic Sop / Possible Stolen: 11-
10-09 at 4:33 p.m. An officer re-
ceived an Automatic License Plate
Recognition (ALPR) hit on a pos-
sible stolen vehicle that had just
passed him as he was driving east
bound on Willow Creek Dr. from
Beltline Rd. He made atraffic stop
on the vehicle which was con-
firmed stolen by Hutchins P.D. and
the driver was taken into custody
for Auto Theft.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-11-09
at 11:45 am. Officers were dis-
patched to a robbery of an indi-
vidua in the 2300 block of Penn
Street. The victims had just left a
business on Penn Street when the
suspect vehicle pulled out in front
of them blocking their path. The
two suspectsjumped out of awhite
Ford F-150 pick-up wearing black
bandanas and were armed with
unknown type handguns. The sus-
pects took personal property from
the driver and front passenger and
then fled the scene east bound on
Penn in the suspect’s vehicle.

Suspect Apprehended: 11-13-09
Investigators were able to deter-

TheFireincidents

31 Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls
0 Structure Fires
1 Special Operations
2 Vehicle Fires
Comments:

Irving Fire Department

Activity summary Nov. 8 - 10, 2009
Irving Fire Department responded to 135 incidents.

Medical calls

7 Magjor Accidents
36 Major Medical

8 Heart Attacks
20 Difficulty Breathing
17 Trauma Related
13 CPR Situations

mine the identity of the suspect
frominformation received after the
videos/portions of them weretele-
vised. From the information re-
ceived, they were able to build
their case and arrest the robbery
suspect. In addition to the three
armed robberies listed below, the
suspect has been identified aswell
asrobbing afourth location (9-22-
09 - Quick Food Store, 600 block
of W. Shady Grove Rd., Irving.)
The suspect, Eddy Spearman (42)
waslocated and arrested in Dallas.
Spearman is currently being held
in the Irving Jail with bond set at
$50,000.

PreviousNotice: 10-20-09 Irving
Police are seeking assistanceiden-
tifying the suspect in several recent
robberies.

The Irving Rambler

Over the past month there
have been three robberies involv-
ing a black male, armed with a
handgun, described as being 30-35
yearsof age, largebuild, short hair,
wearing awhite ball cap, white or
blue t-shirt, jeans and white tennis
shoesand investigators believethe
same, lone suspect, is responsible
for each of the three robberies
listed bel ow. The suspect described
walks to the counter to purchase a
soft drink and when the clerk
opens the register he displays his
handgun.

09-12-09 at 3:47pm 501 S. Loop
12 (Quick Track)

09-22-09 at 9:51am 305 S.
Beltline (Family Dollar)
09-30-09 at 7:20pm 501 S. Loop
12 (Quick Track)

EMS students host
alr ambulance

Emergency Medical Services students from Irving High School
hosted a visit from a PHI Air Medical Group helicopter Nov. 5.

ORSHIP

I Presbyterian USA || United Methodist |

T — Better vision may

Colonial Baptist Church
1514 West Bardin, Grand Prairie, TX
(972) 254-2188
The Bible Our Texthook, Christ Our
Message, Everyone Welcome,
Seating Limited
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744
email: secretary@ststephenspres.com
website: www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

IJewish & Gentile People|

The Jewish Channel IPTV
Visit our web-site and learn how you can
be involved with us at
thejewishchanneliptv.net .

We want to bring Hebrew Manuscripts to
your place of worship .Call us at 972-
514-1873 ask for Brother James Knight !
E-mail us if you would like to ask any
questions on when we could come and
share in God's Blessing The Jewish
People ! Peace - Shalom
thejewishchannel.iptv@gmail.com or
homeland_missions@yahoo.com .

G

I United M ethodist |

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060
972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org
Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Iwy 161 {8 walnut hil. irding  $72.361.1518

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumec.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church
1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between
MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185
WWW.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

FitEpanic Worsip -
napall worsh

caksarychurch.ce

mean better grades

Continued from page 1

than seven million people have
been helped.

“We had agreat group of kids
come,” said Dawn Yager, opera-
tions supervisor for OneSight. “We
also had lots of volunteersfrom all
of our brands show up. We are
going to impact alot of kidsinthe
next three days.

“Some of these kids may not
even know they have a vision
problem. Very often when a child
has some kind of vision problem,
they are labeled with learning dis-
abilities or other kids make fun of
them because they have to sit up
front. A pair of glasseswill socially
put them in a more comfortable
place where they are not going to
be made fun of by the other kids.
Many of their problemscomefrom
the fact that they can’t see, but
nobody realized they couldn’t see.

“They have screened hun-
dreds and hundreds of children at
the schools to find the ones who
really need our services.

“The Vision Van is a mobile
eye clinic on wheels with no cash
register. There are two exam lanes
where two doctors work at atime.
It is stocked with about 3,000
frames and 6,000 lenses. We are
able to make in the neighborhood
of 80 percent of all of the glasses
prescribed right there on the van.
Thelensesarecut onsiteinamini-
lab. It'safull service optical store
on wheels.

“The other 20 percent of
lenses are outside of a range that
we have. We ask that those lenses
be made at one of our retail opera-
tions. They will manufacture those
lenses with more specialty equip-
ment that the van does not have,”
she said.

Sacey Sarkey -Director

The Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493
Irving@irvingrambler.com

John Sarkey - Publisher
INTERNET www.irvingrambler.com
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November 14 from 9am to 3pm
Home Chemical Collection -
Celebrate Texas Recycles Day by
properly disposing of home chemi-
cals during Irving's annual Home
Chemical Collection Day. Thefree
event will take place on the north-
west side of Irving Mall from 9
am. to 3 p.m. A list of acceptable
and unacceptableitemsisavailable
at www.cityofirving.org/begreen.
Residents will need to provide
proof of residency with a current
driver’slicense and utility bill.

November 14 from 9am to 5pm
Outdoor Expo - The first ever
North Texas Outdoor Expo will
take place at the EIm Fork Shoot-
ing Sports facility at 10751 Luna
Rd. inDalasfrom9am.to5p.m.
featuring activities such as fitness
obstacle course, bicycling,
kayaking, canoeing, fishing, ar-
chery, target shooting, rock climb-
ing, and more. Children can expe-
rience a wide range of activities,
and all are free for kids. Children
17 and under, with a$5 admission
charge for adults and a $5 charge
for parking.

November 14 from 10am to 5pm
Veterans Day Celebration
Porter's Army & Navy will host
their 6" annual Unite for Troops
Veterans Day Celebration from 10
am.to5p.m. Thisannual driveis
held to honor those serving over-
seas and their families. Through
the assistance of the USO, thedrive
allows the community to collect
needed items and ship them to the
soldiers.

November 14 from 11am to 3pm
Holiday Adoption Event - Share
in the joy of this holiday season
and adopt a pet fromthe DFW Hu-
mane Society 11am-3pm at Pete
and Mac’s Pet Resort, 6150
RiversideDrive, Irving, 972-717-
5500. Visit pets on the web at
www.dfwhumane.com

November 14

Sonic Visions - Irving Symphony
Orchestra presents a US premier
presentation at 8 p.m. in the Car-
penter Performance Hall. This
original production, in collabora-
tion with the Amon Carter Mu-
seum, will combine American
West-inspired and impressionist
orchestral masterworks with vi-
sions of the American West on a
wide screen projection. Musical
selectionsinclude: Overtureto The

Sci Sall with the Symplony!

2009 - 2010 SEASON

214-675-6493

Cowboys by Williams, Scenes
from Billy the Kid by Copland,
The Big Country theme music by
E. Bernstein, Violin Concerto by
Barber, LaValse by Ravel and ex-
cerpts from Serenade for Violin
and Orchestra by L. Bernstein.
Narration provided by Rick
Stewart, Senior Curator of West-
ern Painting and Sculpture. The
program will also feature Curt Th-
ompson, Associate Professor of
Violin and Director of Chamber
Music Studies at TCU $36-50,
972-252-2787 or www.irvingarts
center.com for tickets.

November 14

Volunteer Training - Certified
Volunteer Training for the DFW
Humane Society. Register at
www.dfwhsvolunteer.com/
signup.php. Learn about the his-
tory of the shelter, policiesand pro-
cedures, and how you can help

November 15 from 2 to 3pm
Service of Remembrance - The
Visiting Nurse Association will
host a Service of Remembrance to
honor the memory of loved ones
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. The memo-
rial service will be held at the
Preston Hollow United Methodist
Church on 6315 Walnut Hill Lane
in Dallas. The event is open to the
public and will feature special
music, readings, and the lighting
of memorial candles. Attendees of
al faiths are welcome. For addi-
tional information, call 214-689-
2922.

November 16 at 8:30am

AirHogs Golf Tournament - First
Annual AirHogs Golf Tournament
will be held at Prairie Lakes Golf
Coursein Grand Prairie. Self-pro-
claimed “Hogs For A Cause,” the
organization is partnering with the
David Nicklas Organ Donor
Awareness Foundation, who will
benefit from the proceeds of the
tournament. Registration Begins at
8:30 am. $100 per golfer; $350 per
foursome, 4-Golfer Best Ball
Scramble. Dinner will be served
following the tournament.

November 16 at 7pm

Genealogical Society - Thelrving
Genealogical Society welcomes
KelvinL. Meyers, Forensic Gene-
alogist, researcher, lecturer, and
publisher who will present Scala-
wags, Rogues, and Ruffians: All
Those Ancestors We Don't Talk
About. Every family has them,

BON VOYAGE!

skeletonsin the closet; those things
that are not talked about in front
of the children, and when they are
talked about, then only inwhispers
and euphemisms. How do you ac-
cess the records of prisons, asy-
lums and courts to find the truth
behind the story? In this lecture
these questions and many others
may be answered. Meetings are
held in the main auditorium of the
Irving Public Library, 801 West
Irving Blvd. at 7:00 pm. Visitors
are welcome.

November 17 at 11:30 a.m
Women's Network - Irving
Women's Network, a networking
group for business women and
community volunteers, will hold
its monthly at Hackberry Creek
Country Club, 1901 W Royal Lane
in Irving. Networking begins at
11:30 a.m. and the program begins
at noon. The cost of the luncheon
is$17.00 with atimely reservation
of $20.00 at the door. Make reser-
vationsby calling (972-262-2317)
or e-mailing(pfaye@mgfpersonal
secretary.com). Guests are wel-
come.

November 18from 7-8pm

Night of Fun- First United Meth-
odist Church Irving would like to
invite children in elementary (K-
5th) to come for a night of fun 7-
8p to learn about & make puppets

Buttons & Bows

Square & Round Dance Club
1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church
2301 Texas Drive

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am
New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon
New Panda Café

West Hwy 183 at Story

November 14, 2009

during thefreewow event. Weare
located @ 211 W. Third in down-
town Irving. We will be in Son
RiseVillage (basement) of Educa-
tion Building during this 1 hour of
fun. For more information contact
FUMC-Joy Turner (Director of
Christian Education) @ 972-253-
3531

November 19 from noon to 1pm
Bereavement L uncheon - Norma
Carter, author of “Without Warn-
ing,” will be the featured speaker
at the bereavement luncheon
hosted by the Visiting Nurse
Association. Ms. Carter will speak
on “Coping with the Holidays.”
The luncheon is from noon to 1
p.m. at the Church of the Incarna-
tion on 3966 McKinney Avenuein
Dallas. There is no cost to attend
the luncheon, but reservations are
requested by calling 214-689-
2633.

Nov. 19 from 6:30 to 8:30pm

Tree Care 101 - There are many
benefitsto having treesin the com-
munity. They add beauty, environ-
mental wellness, enhance neigh-
borhoods and the community, and
increase property values. Tree Care
101 will teach participants about
proper planting and pruning tech-
niques, and long-term maintenance
for treesto prevent disease and in-
sect infestation. The free classwill

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am
Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O"Connor Rd.

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm
IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Israel Club
Hwy 183 & McArthur
Inside Baylor Hospital Foodmart
Saturday Mornings 8:45

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays
La CIMA Club
5215 N O Connor Blvd
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be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd. Visit
www.cityofirving.org/begreen and
click on “Educational Opportuni-
ties’ to register for any of these
classes. For details, call 972-721-
2533.

November 19 at 7pm
NativeAmerican Sorytime-The
Valley Ranch Live programming
series continues with a Native
American Celebration featuring
storyteller Dorayne Breedloveat 7
p.m. at the Valley Ranch Library,
401 Cimarron Trail. Children
younger than age 8 must be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian.
Call 972-721-4669 for moreinfor-
mation.

November 20 at 7:30pm

Rudolf Budginas- Entertainment
Series of lrving presents an
evening with pianist, Rudolf
Budginas at 7:30 p.m. in the Car-
penter Performance Hall.
Budginas was born into a family
of musiciansin Lithuania and de-
buted at the age of nine with the
Lithuanian National Symphony.
Hetrained at the prestigious Mos-
cow Conservatory, earned first
prizein the International Liszt Pi-
ano Competition, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch

1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday's at 6:00pm
IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting — 1% Thursday at 7pm
Ladies’ Auxiliary -1 & 3" Wed at 7pm
Men'’s Auxiliary — 4" Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls — 2" Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd
Just South of Shady Grove

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly basis to insure that
the Irving Rambler will have accurate information.
Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If an organization
wishes to have more information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer other adver-

tising opportunities.

1 Golias Symphony Orchest

Irving Arts Center
Carpenter Hall

NOVEMBER 21, 2009
Handel : Water Music
Brahms: Double Concerto

HOLIDAY AT SEA!
DECEMBER 19, 2009 *
Barber: Die Matali : i
Paul McCartney: Selections from " ol
Liverpool Oratorio k _..H
WIND IN THE SAILS!

JANUARY 16, 2010

Ibert: Escales

Debussy: La Mer

Debussy: Clarinet Rhapsody

Goi .;gls: x

@ = &

g ol Bl

@he Dallas Morwing Neios

RilasMews. .-

TARGET
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Property owners’ association discusses energy

Provided by Doug Harper

The South Irving Property
Owners’ Association’s (SIPOA)
hosed a public meeting at Oak View
Baptist Church on Nov. 3. The high-
light of the meeting was the presen-
tation by Dr. Breyer, TCU professor
of Geology.

Dr. Breyer said the United
States has 4.5 percent of theworld's
population. However, the United
States uses 24 percent of theworld's
daily oil consumption. Every day the
United States uses 8.5 million bar-

relsof domestic oil and 12.5 million
barrels of imported oil. The United
Statesimports 20 percent of itsdaily
use from Canada and 14 percent
from Saudi Arabiafollowed by Ven-
ezuela— 10.5 percent, Nigeria— 8.3
percent, and Mexico — 8 percent.
Dr. Breyer explained that alittle
over 5 MCF (thousand cubic feet)
of natural gas produces the same
BTU of energy as 1 barrel of oil. A
conservative estimate of the recov-
erable reserves of natural gasin the
Barnett Shale in North Texas is 30

trillion cubic feet (some estimates
are up to 100 trillion cubic feet).
North Texas has (conservatively) the
equivalent of 5 billion barrels of oil.
This is equal to 60 percent of the
world's oil reserves that are buried
beneath our feet in North Texas!
Municipalities havetheright to
prevent drilling or they can alow it
and set standards for noise, housing
setbacks, salt water disposal, com-
pressor site setbacks, drilling mud
systems, drillingin flood plains, zon-
ing, gas well permit fees, landscap-

ing and screening, repair of street
damage, etc. The State of Texas,
however, has given eminent domain
authority to the Railroad Commis-
sionto allow for the devel opment of
Natural Gas Pipelines for the trans-
port of Natural Gas. Thismeansthat
the various municipalities can con-
trol whether or not wells are drilled
withintheir corporate limitsbut have
no say about the development of
transport and distribution lines
within their corporate limits.
Because of the gas reserves of

the Barnett Shale, the future of en-

ergy independence in the U.SA. is
within our reach. Texanshave an el-
ement of control.

SIPOA recommendsthat no gas
lease be signed before checking out
thealternatives. Landmen arein Irv-
ing seeking to lease mineral rights
for the purpose of drilling for natu-
ra gasin the Barnett Shale reserve
of North Texas.

More details of Dr. Breyer’'s
presentation are available at
www.SouthlrvingPOA .org.

Ambassadors offer Texas hospitality to travelers

By Jess Paniszczyn

Being lost and confused in a
large airport can be a frustrating
and time consuming experience.
Fortunately, for travelers passing
through the DFW Airport, thereare
640 Ambassador volunteers ready
to lend a hand and if necessary,
lead the way.

“Theambassadorsareall vol-
unteerswho givetheir time at least
once aweek for four hours,” said
Karen Turner, the Ambassador
Program Manager. “ They work in
the airport in a series of booths or
podiums scattered throughout all
fiveterminals and at the rental car
center. Their one responsibility is
to look for lost, confused and
dazed people, and there are plenty
of those at the airport.

“They step up and assist trav-
elers whether it is helping them

find agate or how to use sky link.
Ambassadors may escort peopleto
their next terminal, because 50
percent of all travelership at DFW
isnot stopping here, they are mak-
ing a transfer, and that often in-
volves another terminal. People
become confused. Many travelers
are not used to a big airport like
this. The airport may be bigger
than the town they grew up in.

“The DFW Airport sees some
59 million passengers a year. So
that's a ton of people who come
through this airport. Thereisalot
of need for people who can help
out.”

Though there are volunteer
opportunities for people as young
as 14 years old, most of the am-
bassadors are a little older.

“About 65 percent of our vol-
unteersareretirees, whichisgreat,

J._.l[
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Cutting arug, airport ambassadors and their guests dancethe
night away during the Annual Volunteer Appreciation Banquet
held in the ambassador volunteer’s honor.
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because they are available during
the weekday when we need a lot
of help. I think our oldest ambas-
sador is 92 years old.

“The ambassadors are mainly
people who like the airport. Many
of them like aviation. Several have
worked in the aviation or airline
industry. They are proud of the
North Texasarea, and they likethe
idea of welcoming peopleto North
Texas,” she said.

Eleven years ago, the DFW
Airport ambassador program be-
gan after an airport executive en-
countered asimilar program while
traveling.

“It was Jeffery Fegan's, CEO
of the airport, idea. Heran into an
ambassador programin 1997 when
he went to New Zealand. He be-
came infatuated with the idea that
thiswould be awonderful addition
to DFW'’s customer service.

“The program started Nov. 13,
1998. It happened to bethe day that

DFW changed the names of itster-
minals. These terminal sused to be
called things like 2W and 3DE. It
was very confusing. The day we
started DFW changed the terminal
namestoA, B, Cand E. D wasn't
here then.

“We thought it would be re-
ally difficult for passengers. It
made perfect sense to the passen-
gers, becausethat ishow other air-
ports recognized their terminals.
All the employees were totally
confused. They parked their car in
2E one morning, and they didn’t
know how the areawas designated
that afternoon,” Ms. Turner said.

“The program runs seven days
aweek, 365 days a year. It accu-
mulates a little over 110,000 vol-
unteer hoursayear. We reach some
two and a half million people a
year. Over the 11 years we have
been here, we have reached 21
million plus passengers. It is quite
a big operation. It’s one of the

larger volunteer programsyou will
find.

“If you tried to replicate this
program by hiring people, which
iswhat alot of airportsdo, it would
run into several million dollars. |
don’t think you would get the qual-
ity of people, because you would
probably be paying minimum
wage. These folks cometo uswith
a whole life time of experience.
Many of them are professionals,
anditisadifferent kind of animal.”

Tom Couser, has served as an
ambassador for ayear.

“When | retired, the airport
ambassadors was a program | had
heard about. | just enjoy talking to
people. My wife said | should do
it. So | did.

“This program is a great way
to meet people from all over the
world. It makesyou feel good, be-
cause you are extending some
Texas hospitality to folks,” Mr.
Couser said.

Veterans Day celebrated in
new Veterans Memorial Park

Continued from page 1
serve the freedom for all of usand
for future generations. It isvitally
important we remember that. Their
sacrifice is not an easy sacrifice,
because of the time they spend.
Some have paid the ultimate sac-
rifice with their lives. We should
remember that always.

“l am very proud of the Irv-
ing Veterans Memoria Park. It is
a beautiful park recognizing our
veterans. We have the opportunity
for peopleto visit this park, and to
remember always what veterans
have sacrificed for each and every
one of us.”

John Danish, Chairman of the
Irving Veterans Memorial Park
Committee, pointed out the park’s
newest statues, a Hispanic seaman
and afemale, Asian pilot.

“Without certain men and
women standing up and being will-
ing to pay that price, which may
be the ultimate price of their life,
as reflected on the Wall of Com-

memoration, you and | would not
be able to enjoy the freedoms we
havein ordinary life,” Mr. Danish
said. “The Bill of Rights our
Founding Fathers laid out don’t
come without a heavy price tag.

Honoring jobs well done and lives well spent, Linda Har per-

That price tag is veterans who are
willing to stand up and seethat you
have freedom of speech, freedom
of assembly, freedom of ajury trial,
etc.”

Brown and Julie Grant place a wreath in front of the Wall of

Commemor ation.
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Bullets end season with a perfect record

The bullets coach-
ed by BlakeAdamsand
Joe Taylor and man-
aged by Vicki Yanez
completed their 2009
season undefeated with
arecord of 10-0.

“These girls have
displayed superb ath-
letic ability” said Vicki
Yanez.

“l1 am very im-
pressed with how these
girls played together as
a team and never gave
up” said BlakeAdams,
afirst year coach.

Veteran coach Joe
Taylor taught the girls
that dedication and
commitment serves
not only as a tool in
softball, but also in the
game of life

- N

1st row: Vivian Cotten, Bridgette Murphey, Taylor Holle, Daisy Martinez,

il b o h T

Kaitlyn Cluck, Vicki Yanez, Sheleisia Stevenson, Bonnie Priem, Joe Taylor

Tax structure discourages job creation

Continued from page 1

ation in the private sector, we are
going to continue to have a stag-
nant economy and what | would
call ajoblessrecovery, whichisno
recovery for all for peoplewho are
out of work.

“A joblessrecovery isasitua-
tion in which companies cut their
costs so they remain profitable, but
they don’t grow their business in
terms of revenues or overall prof-
its. As aresult, they are not hiring
new people. They arerunning their
company in a bare bones type of
situation.

“A situation likethiscould go
on for quite a while unless we do
some things differently in Wash-
ington. The reason for that is our
unemployment figures range is
comparable to what we saw in the
early 1980s when | was in the
Regan Administration. The differ-
ence between then and now isthat
the Regan Administration passed
a program in Congress called the
Kemp-Roth Job Creation Act,
which resulted in strong economic
growth and capital investment. But
that took two yearsto kick in.

“There is nothing in the
Obama Stimulus Plan and there
was hothing the Bush Administra-
tion did in 2008 that was compa-
rable to what was done in the
Regan Administration in order to
spur job creation and capital in-
vestment in the U.S. That is the
missing element in my judgment.”

Consumer shopping has been
touted as a means for economic
stimulation.

“1 don't believe the consum-
ers are going to lead us out of this
severe national recession as both
the Bush Administration and the
Obama Administration has hoped
would happen. The reason for that
isbecause debt levelsfor consum-
ersand really debt levelsacrossthe
board are too high.

“Consumers are worried
about whether they are going to be
able to keep their jobs, make their
paymentsto keep their houses, ad-
dress their credit card debt prob-
lem and keep their businesses go-
ing if they have a small business.
So they are going to be pulling in
the reigns in terms of their spend-
ing.

“That is why to me the only
answer to the serious problemswe

face isto provide someincentives
to encourage capital investmentin
the private sector, particularly
small businesses where most new
jobs are created.

“I’ve been disappointed in
Washington. | don’t hear from ei-
ther the Democratic or the Repub-
lican leadership any serious pro-
posals to really change economic
and tax policy hereinthe U.S,” he
said.

“For example, even though
thisnational recession really hit us
like a hurricane in 2008, it didn’t
start overnight. From 2000 to 2009
according to Floyd Norris of the
New York Times and the data he
citesis from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the United States hashad
virtually no creation of jobsin the
private sector, .01 percent. The
only job creation has been in the
government sector. Ultimately,
government doesn’t create jobs,
the private sector does. That tells
you thereis something structurally
wrong with our American
economy, which is not encourag-
ing job creation. If anything, we
are exporting jobs and exporting
prosperity abroad by our current
tax and economic policy.

“We have the most onerous
businesstax intheworld at 35 per-
cent corporateincometax. You add
tothat the payroll tax and you have
aheavy burden on American busi-
ness.

“Every other nation, all our
trading partners, do not tax their
exports. They have a built in 17
percent or more incentive to en-
courage domestic manufacturing
in their nation. Even a nation like
Germany, which has a high wage
structure, has atrade surplus, be-
causethey haveincentivesfor their
domestic manufacturing industry.

“We arethe only nation of our
major trading competitorsthat has
no such incentive. So what hap-
pens is American companies try-
ing to survive and also export are
at a huge disadvantage.

“Thelong term solution to this
problem would be a revenue neu-
tral plan to replace the corporate
income tax and payroll tax with an
eight percent, border adjusted, con-
sumption tax. That would level the
playing field with our trading com-
petitors and bring American jobs

home that we are losing because
of our current tax system.

“We have atax system that en-
courages the private, equity mo-
guls to leverage companies, load
them up with debt, because debt is
not taxed, and savings and capital
investment is taxed and is taxed
very heavily. We must reverse that
in order to bring jobs home to the
United States.”

The loss of manufacturing
jobs also plays alarge role in the
declining state of the economy.

“We have lost more than 5.5
million jobsin manufacturing from
2000-2009. That isonethird of our
manufacturing base. You can not
have a strong economy without a
strong manufacturing base. We
need to rebuild the manufacturing
base and the way to do it is to
change the tax structure to
incentivize manufacturing jobs
staying in the U.S. rather than be-
ing exported abroad.

“To any financial engineer
who looks at the current tax struc-
ture, it makes sensefrom their per-

spective to send these jobs
overseas. They can send
jobs to China or Mexico or
Germany and set up manu-
facturing facilitiesthereand
then export back to the U.S.
and there is no tax on that.

Samantha Cruz, 2nd row:
Essence, Herron, Mykail Kirven, Ashley Ware, Crystal Lopez, 3rd row: Blake Adams, Adrianna Sewart,

LEGAL NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA IN AND
FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
In the Matter of the Adoption Petition of JOSEPH E. RATH
and SHIRLEY G. RATH to Declare RANDY MICHAEL
RATH, a minor, Free from the Custody and Control of
JOSEFINA VINSON
CASE NO. 08 AD 00377
CITATION TO APPEAR
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
TO: JOSEFINA VINSON
YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO appear at 8:30 a.m.
on JANUARY 14, 2010, in DEPARTMENT 123 of the
above entitled Court, located at 3341 POWER INN
ROAD, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, then and there
to show cause, if any you have, why the Petition of
JOSEPH E. RATH and SHIRLEY G. RATH, to declare
the minor child, RANDY MICHAEL RATH, born on August
26, 1996, free from your parental custody and control
should not be granted without your consent in the above-
entitled proceeding, on the ground that you have
abandoned that child. The above-referenced Petition
alleges that for a period of six months after March 21,
1998, you willfully failed to communicate with, and to
pay for the care, support, and education of, the above
child. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR, THE COURT WILL
TERMINATE YOUR RIGHTS FORTHWITH.

DART Orange Line
Construction Updata Public Meeting

Muaks plams i jon siafl merebers fom QART and
ESAAP (the dewgn-tulld comraclor rew corstiecsing
i Frw 2o sngmental. i recada the ieies detsis on

Irviing 1- Usiversity of Dalas, Las Colinas Ukban Centse,
Irvrg Comea o satians, scheduled = ogan
Ducwsbe W0,

irving - Lan Colna Carparrnr Ranth, Sonth Lsks
Colags, Bak Lins enisn, s25eduled = axes
[(FEFTE T

irvimg T WY Exteemiioe - precwsd TG with an aAFRY
Erviemenral Asssssmant and not yet ande 4
ezpstruction, scheduled to cpsn December M

HIr Irern ormamon, s2rt et SAAT Gammavsy A .
214748 2543, or et www DART o1y, For amy spacis ()
mamEANCA N Lcosamng e huidirg, plssea contect i
U¥e ALV Cobrdvtee ot BT B30 o (Gdat T2 Befairn Faga®
in advasce.

HOUIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT AR

S. Lukes Church, 202 S. MacArthur, Irving
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CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENTS

“We've got to level the
playing field with our trade
competitors. By changing

HOUSE HELP ITEMS
FOR LEASE WANTED FOR SALE

the tax system, we can do
that and a lot of those mar-
ginal manufacturing jobs
will comehome. Inthe short
term, what we could do in
thiseconomic crisisuntil we
can get that long term policy
in place, we could do what
Fred Smith of Federal Ex-
press recommended, allow
companies that are willing
to make new, capital invest-
ments in the U.S., which
creates jobs, to expense
those capital investmentsin
a one year period. In other
words, accelerate deprecia-
tion, so we can get this
economy going,” Pauken
said.

“Another suggestion
has been to put back into law

See RISING, Page 9

House and cottage House is
2/1 with built-in vanity with
two sinks in bathroom,
washer/dryer connections,
HVAC and gas. ceiling fans.
Large built-in desk with built-
in shelving above. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
closets and windows! Cov-
ered patio breezeway be-
tween house and garage.
Cottage is 1/1 with full
kitchen, all electric. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
windows! Large covered
porch. Great for home office
or Mom. Water and lawn care
included in rent! PLEASE
CALL 972.841.0318.

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house and 1/1 cottage -
great for home office! Three
stall barn and three large cor-
rals. Water and lawn care in-
cludedinrent! PLEASE CALL
972.841.0318.

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People per-
son, detail oriented, respon-
sible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office,
email and Internet savvy op-
portunity for growth, experi-
ence preferred. Call to 214-
675-6493 to discuss your fu-
ture.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Kimble Organ $500, Antique
Piano Jessie French $250
972-255-3468
|
Pro-Form 530
HeartRateControl Treadmill
$300 Brand New! (Irving)
972.870.1577

ADVERTISING PRICES

Contact pamb@irvingrambler.com
or call 214-675-9445
to purchase classified ads

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place aclassified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commit-
ment to publish. Publication of an advertisement does not cre-
ate an obligation to continue publishing. The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for
any reason. Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappro-
priate material will not be published. E-mail addresses will
only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.
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Study of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans launched

Why do some veterans return
from war able to move beyond the
horrors they experienced while oth-
ers suffer ongoing Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD)?

The answer may lie in differ-
ences in how their brains process
anxiety and anticipation.

A team of psychiatrists at the
University of Wisconsin and the Wil -
liam S. Middleton Veterans' Hospi-
tal in Madison launched alargeclini-
cal study aimed at finding better
treatments for veterans returning
from Operation Enduring Freedom
in Afghanistan and Operation Iragi
Freedom.

“We became aware of how
many veterans are returning from
Iraq and Afghanistan with serious
PTSD, and were interested in find-
ing out the best ways to help,” said
Dr. Jack Nitschke, apsychiatry pro-
fessor in the UW School of Medi-
cineand Public Health. His collabo-
rators are Drs. Eileen Ahearn and
Tracey Smith, both UW clinical psy-
chiatry faculty who practice at the
Veterans' Hospital.

PTSD isadehilitating condition
that often follows aterrifying physi-
cal or emotional event causing the
person who survived the event to
have persistent, frightening thoughts
and memories, or flashbacks, of the
ordeal. Personswith PTSD often feel
chronically, emationally numb; the
disorder is associated with higher
rates of alcohol and drug abuse and
suicide.

Nitschke, who treats severely
anxious patients and studies brain
differencesin the Waisman Labora-

tory for Brain Imaging and Behav-
ior, suspectsthose veteranswho suf-
fer the most debilitating PTSD have
brain differencesthat set them up for
the disorder.

“A lot of peoplegotowar; some
are able to get over the experiences
with talk and processing, whereas
others are traumatized,” Nitschke
said. “What is different about the
brains of these people that cause the
anxiety to become so overwhelm-
ing?’

Some of Nitschke's earlier re-
search used functional magnetic
resonance imaging (FMRI) to watch
how the brain processes anxiety. He
found that people with several com-
mon anxiety disorders show stron-
ger activity intheamygdalain some
situations. In other words, people
with this signature of the anxious
brain worry more and can experience
debilitating consequences.

Another of Nitschke's recent
studies, published in March in the
American Journal of Psychiatry,
showed that patientswho had greater
anticipatory activity in a different
area, the anterior cingulate, re-
sponded better to treatment with
venlafaxine (Effexor).

In the newest study, about 120
Iraq and Afghanistan combat veter-
answill be divided into four groups:

A control group of veteranswho
do not have PTSD despite having
experienced combat

A second group of veteranswho
have symptoms but receive no treat-
ment

aform of counseling called cogni-
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tive processing psychotherapy

A fourth group that will receive
amedication similar to venlafaxine
known as paroxetine (Paxil).

All groups will receive fTMRI
scans before and after the eight-week
treatment regimen to see which ap-
proach works best to normalize the
brain after combat.

Nitschke says that PTSD isn’t
only about what happened during the

war inthe past. It al'so involvesanxi-
ety about the future, which leads to
numbing activities such as drug and
alcohol use, hypervigilance and
avoidance behavior. Many with the
disorder, he says, avoid social situa-
tions and other people because they
fear that stress or noise will trigger
flashbacks.

“Thisiswhat is so debilitating
about the disorder,” hesaid. “ People

worry that they’ re going to have se-
vere flashbacks or a panic attack
while they’re at work or on the bus.
It's this worry about future events
that can keep them in their homes
and turn them into recluses.”

This research is funded by the
UW Institutefor Clinical and Trans-
|ational Research, the Dana Founda-
tion and the U.S. Defense Depart-

Neighborhood group Visits Arts Center

A third group that will receive Many of the Northwest Place Neighborhood members enjoyed a tour of the Smithsonian exhibit

NASA / ART: 50 Years of Exploration at the Irving Arts Center. Stopping at the Ten Thousand
Springs Pavilion exhibit the group posed for a photo including:
Back row: Mary Higbie, Pat & Larry Holm, John & Melinda Coalson, Mary Kay & David Reyes,
Marty Evans, Nancy & Joe Young.
Front Row: Gary & Liz Nied, Jake Coalson, Regina Reyes, Melissa Umpleby & Tim Lockard.

Elected officials host the 6t
Annual District 4 Bar-B-Q

B i
Meeting the people, Judge Bob Whitney, Constable R.L. Skinner, Commissioner Kenneth A.
Mayfield and Judge Mike Petty gather so their constituents can take photos.

As agift to their constituents
in appreciation for the privilege of
serving them, Dallas County Com-
missioner Kenneth A. Mayfield,
Constable R.L. Skinner and the

two Justices of the Peace who
serve District 4: Judge Mike Petty,
with hiscourtin Grand Prairie, and
Judge Bob Whitney, whose court
isin Irving, hosted the 6™ Annual
Dallas County District 4 Bar-B-Q
held Nov. 5.

The venue was the District 4
Road & Bridge office on about five
acres in Oak Cliff. All the large
equipment such as dump trucks,
bulldozers and asphalt laying ma-
chines, were moved to the side so
over 30 community volunteers
could serve bar-b-q, beans and
potato salad to 550 folks.

Thewesther was beautiful and
the entertainment wasgreat. Com-
missioner Mayfield lovesto show-
case youth and young adults do-
ing great things, and this year it
was the Dallas Baptist University
Legacy Choir. They performed a
mix of patriotic, spiritual and pop
songs for the crowd.

Past years have seen the
Grand Prairie High School
Mariachi Band, the Cedar Hill Jazz
Band, the Irving High School
Show Choir and Orchestraand the
Coppell VIVACE Show Choir per-
form at the District 4 Bar-B-Q.
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Ronald McDonald House of Dallas receives furniture deliveries

Provided by Juliette Coulter

Set to openin December 2009,
the new Ronald McDonald House
of Dallas(RMHD), located at 4707
Bengal Street in the Southwestern
Medical District, recently cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving early with
two large in-kind donations from

La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries and
Sleep Experts.

La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries
delivered thefollowing furnitureto
the new House: |eather sofas and
occasional chairs, cloth sectionals,
occasional tables and other wood
furniture, ottomans, accent chairs,

desksfor theHouse'slibrary, rugs,
lampsand, of course, recliners. La-
Z-Boy Furniture Galleries custom-
arily donates four furniture pieces
a year to the local Ronald
McDonald House in each area na-
tionwide. Thisisthefirst timelLa
Z-Boy hasdonated an entire house

North Lake College opens new
building on Central Campus

Provided by Gina Federer

The newest addition to North
Lake College is an impressive
three-story structure that adds
35,000 square feet of energy-effi-
cient teaching and learning space
to the Central Campus in Irving.
The new General Purpose (“G")
building is one of the first green-
roofed buildings in the DFW re-
gion.

Located near the Walnut Hill
entrance to the campus, the “G”
building houses three separate de-
partments on its three floors: Vi-

sual and Performing Arts learning
spaces and offices on the bottom
floor, Liberal Arts classrooms and
Human Resources offices on the
middle floor, and college admin-
istration on the top floor. The bot-
tom floor accommodates 2-D arts
and painting studios and several
high-tech areas, including graph-
icsdesign and animation labs, and
atelevision studiofor thecollege's
video technology program.

The television studio is an
acoustically-treated, black-box
space with a suspended grid to al-

DCCCD Chancellor Dr. Wright Lassiter Jr., DCCCD Trustee
Kitty Boyle, North Lake President Dr. Herlinda Glasscock and
DCCCD Trustee Bob Ferguson (Ift tort) cut theribbon for
North Lake College’'s new “ G” Building.

C-FB ISD rating remains the same

The Carrollton-Farmers
Branch ISD (C-FB ISD) learned
that TEA Commissioner Robert
Scott denied its request to adjust
the district’'s rating and
Creekview’srating from Academi-
cally Acceptable to Recognized.

The district submitted an ap-
peal to TEA because it had missed
one of the 10 indicators on the
dropout/completion rate. As are-
sult, the district has an academi-
cally acceptable rating as well as
Creekview.

“We do not believe thisrating
is indicative of student achieve-
ment or learning in C-FB ISD,”
said Dr. Bobby Burns, C-FB ISD
superintendent.

Thedistrict’sresultson the 25

TAKS academic standards are at

the Recognized Rating level and
the absolute standard for
2009. TAKS measures five aca-
demic areas and five student
groups, C-FB 1SD’sacademic per-
formanceisevaluated in all 25 ar-
eas because of its student popula-
tion; however, not all Texas school
districts are evaluated on all 25
academic standards because their
student enrollment does not meet
the numbers required for the five
individual student groups.

C-FB I1SD iscontinuing to see
increasesin itscommended student
percentages on TAKS. C-FB 1SD
students are outperforming their
peers on the state level
significantly. For example, 54% of

Scww/.) Suds

Home Laundry Service, i

low for flexibility in arranging the-
atrical curtains and lighting. Sup-
port spacesinclude acontrol room,
sound booth, acoustically-isolated
edit bays, and studio prop storage
area.

High performance principles
for energy efficiency were used in
the design of all of the building’s
systems. In addition to energy-ef-
ficient mechanical and electrical
systems, efficient light fixtures,
occupancy sensorsand natural day
lighting strategies were incorpo-
rated to reduce €electricity usage.

Little “meadows,” a series of
cascading green roofs that can be
seen from various lobbies and
spaces in the building, provide
natural beauty and added insula-
tion from the sun and reduce
storm-water runoff. Where the
green roofs are not used, Energy
Star- rated roofing reflects heat and
sunlight, reducing air conditioning
costs.

“North Lake has looked for-
ward to the addition of this build-
ing for avery long time. The state-
of-the-art facilities that this space
provides are so important to our
college and the community,” said
David Evans, Executive Dean of
Visual and Performing Arts.

The building opened for
classesearlier thisfall and was of -
ficialy introduced to the commu-
nity at aribbon-cutting celebration
Nov. 2.

C-FB ISD students scored at the
commended level on the social
studies TAKS.

Thedistrict fell eight students
short of the TEA Recognized rat-
ing standard set for the completion
rate of 85% in one student group.

Inthe appeal letter to TEA, C-
FB 1SD identified seven students
who became C-FB I SD graduates,
but not on the state’s time-
line. They earned their high school
diplomas after the Aug. 31, 2008
deadline.

“QOur team continued working
with these students to help them
pass the TAK S tests so they could
earn their diplomas. Fortunately,
we didn’t give up on these stu-
dents, and now they are high
school graduates,” said Dr.
Burns. “However, the accountabil -
ity rules don't count them in the
completion rate because they
didn’t graduate on the state’s
timeline.

“1 am appreciative of the ef-
forts of our teachers, principals,
and the rest of our team. They
work hard for our students and
believein our goal of high achieve-
ment for al students. This rating
does not reflect the outstanding ac-
complishments of our students,
teachers and district staff.”

of furniture with more than 300
pieces to outfit the Great Room,
individual rooms and some com-
mon areas. This gift is valued at
$300,000.

“Asoneof thefirst and ol dest
La-Z-Boy gallery operatorsin the
country, we are thrilled to give
back to the community that has
made us successful,” said Lewis
Brown Jr., founder and president
of Lebco Industries, L.P, which
operates 13 La-Z-Boy Furniture
Galleries in Dallas, Fort Worth,
Austin and Houston. “This dona-
tion to the Ronald McDonald
House of Dallas is the largest our
franchise has ever made, and in
fact, it'sthe largest that La-Z-Boy
nationally has given.”

Earlier this year, Sleep Ex-
perts made afirst-time donation of
approximately 120 mattress sets
for al of the bedrooms. This gift
isvalued at $150,000.

“Many families say they
would be lost without the Ronald

McDonald House of Dallas,” said
Christine Cook, president of Sleep
Experts. “It is their stories that
have inspired us to reach out and
help our friends at the House by
donating 120 mattresses and box
spring sets for their beautiful new
House, which will double the ca-
pacity of the current RMHD
house.”

The Southwestern Medical
District includes Parkland, UT
Southwestern University Hospital
and Children’s Medical Center
Dallas.

“These donations, which will
furnish the majority of our new
House, are significant and come
during a difficult economic cli-
mate,” said Barbara McDermott,
executive director of Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas. “We
thank La-Z-Boy and Sleep Experts
for providing comfort for families
at atime in their lives when they
need it the most.”

Curves shares
the giving spirit

Thanksgiving is just around
the corner. Traditionally, thisis a
time to collectively give thanks.
And most celebrate thisholiday by
gathering for a meal with family
and friends.

The traditional meals vary
from turkey and wild ricedressing
innorthern U.S. and Canadato tur-
key and cornbread dressing in the
south. Very different traditions,
with one commonality, turkey.

But not everyone will have a
turkey. The Curvesof Irving wants
to help by hosting aGive a Gobble
event Nov. 16-20. During this
event, the Irving Curveswill waive
theinitial service fee for any new

'HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR]

S. Lukes Church, 202 S. MacArthur, Irving

Saturday, Nov. 14 from Noon - 8pm
Sunday, Nov. 15 from 8:30am - 4:30pm

Gifts, Craft, Food, Fun & Much, Much Morel!

member who bringsin either atur-
key or a$30 contribution, all to be
donated to Irving Crisis Food
Bank.

“We chose this organization
because they feed approximately
50 people each day,” Curvesowner
Terry Hale said. “Our goal is to
donate 50 turkeys and | think we
can do it. Give a Gobble is just a
great way for usto get into the giv-
ing spirit and to also help thosein
need at the same time.”

To participate in Give a
Gobble, contact Stephanie Ratcliff
at 972-607-2100 or
970V CRTU9@curvesmail.com.

e

Family/ Rintne
HomeslECooldng
AllYouwCan Eat Fooe

Bl Atier 5
HIECAUEFSNE|CRUI et

“Where lrving
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!

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’ Connor

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

For Take Out Call
(972) 253-7335

Hours: Mon. - Fri.

SPECIALS
EVERY
DN

5:30a.m. -9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3p.m. Sun. 7a.m. - 3p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Metro (817) 498-7079

310 Mitchell Rd.,

Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383
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Highway investment hitsS

The Federal Highway Admin-
istration recently crossed the $20 bil-
lion mark in approved obligations
for highway, road and bridge
projects, according to U.S. Transpor-

tation Secretary Ray LaHood. Of the
$26.6 billion available for federal
highway and bridge projects under
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, more than 75 percent

Irving 1SD Schedule
for November 23-27

All Irving ISD schools and offices will be closed for the Thanksgiv-

ing holidays, Nov. 25-27.

Nov. 23-24, are holidays for students and 11SD employees will par-
ticipate in staff development. During these two days, all schools will be
closed, but central administrative officeswill be open for regular business

hours.

Offices reopen and classes resume Nov. 30.

has now been obligated.

“Even though winter is right
around the corner, highway and
bridge projects are still getting un-
derway, creating thousands of jobs
and saving thousands more,” said
Secretary LaHood. “The Recovery
Actishelping repair America sroads
and bridges while putting people
back to work.”

The $36 million replacement of
the 1-25/Alameda bridge in Denver,
CO, pushed the FHWA past the mile-
stone. The project’sapproval capped
one of the busiest months of high-
way spending, with nearly $760 mil-
lion approved.

Other substantia progressmade
recently includes:

In August, construction began
on the $26.2 million 1-279/Fort
Duquesne Bridge preservation
project in Pittsburgh, PA, designed
to improve the safety of the bridge
that servesan estimated 81,000 driv-
ers each day

In September, work got under-
way in San Bernardino, CA, on a
massive billion-dollar project, using
$128 millionin ARRA fundsfor ad-
ditional laneson |-215 to reducetraf-
fic congestion that had been crip-
pling the local economy;

Alsoin September, work began
on the three-mile extension of Min-
neapolis’ Trunk Highway 610 to I-
94. When completed, this project
will reduce traffic congestion and
improve area residents quality of

520 billion

life with sound walls and a pedes-
trian bridge

Last monthin Nelsonville, OH,
construction started on the 8.5-mile,
four-lane highway to divert interstate
trafficfrom local streets. The project
isusing $138 millionin ARRA funds
and is the largest Recovery Act un-
derway in Ohio to date.

“By addressing many long-
overdue repairs to America's roads
and bridges,” said Federal Highway
Administrator Victor Mendez,
“projects like these are improving
the economy and local quality of life
while strengthening the nation’s in-
frastructure.”

To date, nearly 8,500 highway
projects have been approved and
nearly 5,000 are underway.

Retiree wins hybrid SUV online sweepstakes

Provided by Lolly Denk

One lucky driver in the Lone
Star State has a new reason to
breathe easier. Drive Clean Across

Texas, the nation’s first statewide
air quality public education cam-
paign, this week announced that
Florence Tarrant of Bullard, TX is

Retiree Florence Tarrant won a 2009 Ford Escape Hybrid. Rowdy,
the Dallas Cowboys mascot, was on hand to help hand over SUV.
Photo by Richard Rodriguez

ALAN KLINGBEIL

Alan Klingbeil, age 47, aresident
of Grand Prairie, Texasdied Thurs-
day, November 5, 2009 in Irving.
He was born August 26, 1962 in
Dallas, Texas. A Memorial service
was held 11:00 a.m. Saturday, No-
vember 7, 2009 at Donnelly’s Co-
lonial Funeral Home Chapel.

WILLIAM “BILL”
EDWARD CAIN
William “Bill” Edward Cain, 67,
of Marble Falls, Texas died No-
vember 11, 2009. Born September

21,1942 inIrving, Texas, Bill was
the son of J.D. & Myrtle (Clark)
Cain. Heretired asafirefighter for
the City of Irving. Bill issurvived
by hiswife, Bonnie Cain of Marble
Falls; sons: Allen R. Cain & wife
Angie of Rowlett, Steven Lloyd
Cain & wife Joanie of Midlothian,
& Troy David Cain of Grapevine;
grandchildren: Krista, Meaghen,
Brett, Cody, Brittney, Amanda, &
Hayden; great grandchildren:
Hannah, Harmony & Liam; step-
brother, Gary Williams; sisters:
DonnaWilliams& Connie Holmes

Continuing
The Tradition

. “The Right Choice

Ben F. Brown

for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN'SMEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials
Memorials
Cremation
Memories Flowers

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

www.brownmem.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

the grand prize winner of its an-
nual online sweepstakes that pro-
moteswaysto reduceair pollution.

Tarrant, a 68-year-old, semi-
retired plastics factory worker,
picked up anew 2009 Ford Escape
Hybrid in Dallas. Representatives
from the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) joined
campaign partners NAPA Auto
Parts and the Dallas Cowboys to
present her with the keys at the
Dallas Cowboys' Valley Ranch
headquarters. NAPA Auto Parts
donated the hybrid vehicle in a
show of support for the air quality
campaign.

Tarrant was selected in aran-
dom drawing from among 37,000
entries. Since entering the Drive
Clean sweepstakes and taking its
“clean air challenge,” she has fo-
cused on two key recommenda-
tions of the Drive Clean campaign

OBITUARI

and step-sister, Betty Beasley. He
is also survived by numerous
nieces, nephews, cousinsand close
friends. He was preceded in death
by his parents and his sister,
Sharon Smith. Visitation was Fri-
day, November 13, 2009 at
Clements-Wilcox Funeral Home
from 6:00 PM —8:00 PM. Memo-
rial service will be Saturday, No-
vember 14, 2009 at Smithwick
Church of Christ at 1:00 PM with
Linvel Baker and Hank Lewis of-
ficiating. Pallbearers are Willis
Lewis, Ray Coe, Sidney Stapleton,
Harold Nicholson, Ray
Grudowski, Randy Fry, Ralph
Allen Clark, Dwayne Faith. Hon-
orary pallbearers are Wilford Fry,
Tommy Fry and Butch Sylvester.
Memorialsmay be givento Marble
Falls High School Class of 1959
Scholarship Fund, Attn: Madolyn
Frasier, PO Box 91, Marble Falls,
TX 78654 or Kenneth Cantwell

driving within the speed limit and
combining trips in her vehicle to
do her part to help clean up the air
in Texas.

“We are thrilled to turn over
the hybrid to an environmental
steward like Florence who exem-
plifies what Drive Clean Across
Texas is al about,” said Dianna
Noble, Director of TXxDOT's En-
vironmental AffairsDivision. “We
encourage all Texansto follow her
lead and do their part to reduce air
pollution. We wish her many
happy years ‘driving green’ in her
new hybrid SUV.”

Driving ahybrid or other fuel-
-efficient vehicle is among things
motorists can do to help improve
air quality in the Lone Star State,
campaign organizers say. By driv-
ing a vehicle that pollutes less,
drivers not only keep the air

=

Memorial Scholarship, Panola
College, Att: Dr. Lillian Cook,
1109 W Panola &, Carthage, Texas
75633. Arrangements under the
direction of Clements-Wilcox Fu-
neral Home of MarbleFalls, Texas.

CHARLIE GRAVES
ROBINSON

Charlie Graves Robinson, of The
Colony, died Nov. 6, 2009. Hewas
bornAug. 25,1921 in Jean, TX. A
graveside service will take place
onMon., Nov. 16, 2009 at 2:30 PM
at the DFW National Cemetery, in
Dallas. Visitation: Mon., Nov. 16,
2009 from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM.
Arrangements made by Brown's
Memoria Funeral Home.

DAVID WALLACE
KEATTS
David Wallace Keatts, lifetime
resident of Irving, died Nov. 10,
2009. He was born Feb. 26, 1957

cleaner, they save money at the
pump.

“I"'m delighted that I [| now be
driving a more eco-friendly ve-
hicle,” said Tarrant. “ To celebrate,
| plan on driving my new car to
the Texas Panhandle to visit my
mother.”

Drive Clean Across Texas or-
ganizers from TxDOT and the
Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality say thereare plenty
of other steps drivers can take to
reduce harmful vehicle emissions.
Keeping carsand truckswell main-
tained topsthelist of clean air sug-
gestions. A poorly maintained ve-
hicle can release 10 times more
pollution than onein top condition.

To get tips on how to “drive
green” while saving money at the
gas pump, visit the campaign’s
website at www.drivecleanacross
texas.org.

in Dallas. He was a’ 75 Graduate
of Nimitz High School. He is sur-
vived by his mother Ruth Bates
Keatts and sister Lorre K.
Scroggins. Arrangements
byBrown's Memorial Funeral
Home.

JIMMY G.

MULLINS
Jmmy G. Mullins, age 71, of Irv-
ing died November 3, 2009 in Irv-
ing. Visitation was Thursday, No-
vember 5. Graveside serviceswere
12:00 p.m. Friday, November 6 at
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas
under the direction of Donnelly’s
Colonia Funeral Home.

WILLIAM
LARRY BARTON
William Larry Barton, age 50, of
Irving, died Sunday, November 1,
2009, in Dallas. He was born De-
cember 27,1958 in Dallas. Visita-

OAK GROVE MEMORIAL GARDENS

A My o |'n.'l.l.|luf.'.:._-| and Perarinn Cire

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

(972) 579-1844

“Proudly Serving Irving And Surrounding Communities Since 1933"

Serenity Niche Columnbarium
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Pfaff Famlly continues to build Irving Schools Foundation

The Pfaff family

the Pfaff Family.

Provided by Mandy Hamilton
Irving Schools Foundation (ISF) re-
ceived $20,000 in scholarship funds from

Through the funds, the new Plastronics
Perseverance Scholarship was established
and endowed to award one (1) scholarship
at $1,000 per year to an 11SD graduating
senior. Therecipient will be ahomel ess stu-
dent who has been forced to work full time
to support themsel ves due to misfortune and

determined to earn an education. He/she
must show college admission grades and
will be open to al studentsin day or night
classes. No direction for amajor isrequired.

The Pfaff Family hasalong history with
the Irving Schools Foundation including,
five Fellows on the Perpetual Giving Tree,
Diana Pfaff serving as Past President of the
Foundation, and most notably Mrs. Anne
Pfaff founding the Irving Schools Founda-
tion back in 1985.

Scholarshipsfor graduating seniorsand
teachers are due in January each year. Stu-
dents and teachers applying for scholarships
should check specific due dateslisted on the
scholarship application. These scholarships
are awarded each year at the Breakfast with
the Stars scholarship event in April.

For more information about the Irving
Schools Foundation or to apply for an ex-
isting Scholarship, contact 972-600-5018 or

visit www.irvingisd.net/foundation.

Rising unemployment doesn't bode well for a happy New Year

Continued from page 5

that which was taken out in 1986:
theinvestment tax credit. Thistax
credit also providesfor accelerated
depreciation for companies that
make capital investments in the
U.S. Those would be immediate
incentives to encourage job cre-
ation in the private sector.

“The ideathat somehow gov-
ernment is going to put all this
money out there and get consum-
ers to spend our way out of this
messisjust not working. It didn’t
work when the Bush Administra-
tiontried it. It is not working now
that the Obama Administration is
trying it.”

Pauken had a few tips for
people trying to survive in the job
market and for those trying to get
back in.

“1f you have ajob, make sure
you have another job to go to that
is as good as or better than what
you have. The bird in the hand
theory is very applicable during
these difficult economic times.

“Particularly young people

need to consider theimportance of
skillstraining looking at those ar-
eas where there is still a demand
for workers, such as electricians,
welders, and pipefitters. Thereare
a number of areas where there is
still demand for workers. If you are
out of work, try to get the skill
training that is helpful in terms of
adding to qualifications and earn-
ing credentials, so companies
know you have the ability to do a
job and they don’t need to provide
on the job training. Community
colleges here in Texas do a great
job in terms of skills training
matching the needs of the employ-
erswith the skill training that isin
demand.

“A number of Texas employ-
ers are concerned about a declin-
ing work ethic. It isimportant that
someone who is employed or who
is trying to get a job understands
that they need to have agood work
ethic and be responsible in meet-
ing the employers needs. Employ-
ersdo not need peoplewho are un-
reliable or who come in and just

OBITUARI

tion was Wednesday, November 4.
Service was 1:00 p.m., Thursday,
November 5 at Donnelly’s Colo-
nial Funeral Home. Interment at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

KATHERINE BAKER
Katherine Baker, of Irving, passed
away Friday, November 6, 2009.
She was born August 29, 1921 in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Memo-
rial serviceswill be held at alater
date at Brown’sMemorial Chapel.

LINDA KAY
SCOTT
Linda Kay Scott of Kaufman, TX
passed away on October 9, 2009
in Kaufman, TX. Shewasborn on
February 22, 1948 in McKinney,
TX to Olish and Eula Wade Scott.
She is preceded in death by her
father Olish Scott and her husband
John Powers. Those left to cel-

ebrate her life are her mother Eula
Wade Scott of Irving, TX; three
sisters Susan Reis of Irving, TX,
Karen Sego of Irving, TX, Mary
Wasserman and husband David of
Plano, TX; two brothers' James
Scott and wife Robin of Cedar Hill,
TX, Joe Scott of Plano, TX, aswell
as numerous hieces and nephews.
For Online Tributes go to:

www.andersonclaytonkaufman.com.

NEALON FARRELL
KENNEDY
Nealon Farrell Kennedy, of Irving,
passed away Thursday, November
5, 2009. He was born March 4,
1940 in Mason, Oklahoma.
Graveside serviceswereheld at 10
AM Wednesday, November 11,
2009 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens. Arrangements made by
Brown’sMemorial Funeral Home.

do the minimum,” he said.

L ong existing mistakes by our
country’sleadershel ped create the
situation we see today.

“1 think thissituation hasbeen
building since the 1990s. The fun-
damental mistake was we allowed
the Wall Street crowd and private
equity financers to use to an ex-
cessivedegreeleveragein order to
make short term gains. That gets
back to the flawed tax system,
which they took advantage of for
their own personal gain. That
worked for awhilefor them, but it
didn’t work for the overall
economy, because we began to
build up acredit excessinthe U.S.
When the crisis ultimately hitina
major way, the problem wasthere-
sponse from the government with
the Bush Administration wasthese
institutions are too big to fail. So
they were bailed out even though
they are the ones responsible to a
significant degreefor the problems
we face today.

“Thisdidn’t start overnight. It
began in the Clinton administra-

ES

TROY W.

ASHTON
Troy W. Ashton, of Irving, passed
away Sunday, November 8, 2009.
He was born February 1, 1935 in
Corsicana. Funeral services were
held at Brown’s Memorial Chapel
on Wednesday, November 11,
2009 with Rev. Steven Jones and
Rev. Dennis King officiating. In-
terment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens.

VIRGLE
L. HENRY

VirgleL. Henry, age 92, of Irving,
died November 2, 2009 in Irving.
Visitation was Tuesday. Funeral
was 10:00 am. Wednesday, No-
vember 4 at Oak View Baptist
Church. Burial was at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardensunder the direc-
tion of Donnelly’s Colonia Fu-
neral Home.

Chapd of Roses Funeral Home

Owned & Operated by the

Chism & Crouch Families

1l

E

. 972-554-1031

- 1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060

Directors:

Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Harrell Chism

www.Chapel of Rosesfh.com
Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services

Cremation
Military Services

ACCEPTINGALL Pre-Need Funerals

tion. Then Secretary of the Trea-
sury, Robert Rubin, bailed out
some Wall Street financial institu-
tionsthat got on the wrong side of
the Peso trade in Mexico in the
mid-90s. Rather than letting them
suffer their losses, he essentially
bailed out Mexico, which resulted
intheseWall Street financial insti-
tutions getting back 100 cents on
thedollar paid for by American tax
payers.

“It set up theideain thesetrad-
ers minds that they have a win-
win situation. If they win on their
trade, they privatize the gain. If
they lose, they socializetherisk by
passing it on to the taxpayers.

“That happened in 2008 as
well when we bailed out anumber
of institutions like AIG, which al-
lowed companies and financial in-
stitutions on the other side of these
risky credit derivative tradesto get
100 cents on the dollar.

“When Enron went bankrupt
at the end of the day it wasn’t an
energy company any more, it was

a credit derivative energy trading
company. However, when it went
bankrupt, the companies on the
other side of thoserisky tradesdid
not get 100 cents on the dollar.

“This is the real flaw in the
system. We are running the Ameri-
can economy too much for the ben-
efit of the Wall Street insiders, and
we are not focusing on how to re-
build small business in America,
and get American producers and
manufacturers back at the center
of the American economy. That is
what we have to do if we are go-
ing to start growing the economy
again.

“Thisis asituation which re-
quires serious structural changein
Washington. It isn't business as
usual. It isn’t a situation in which
you can tinker around the margins.
We have to recognize the serious
nature of the crisiswe are in, and
we haveto have amajor changein
our tax system in order to get the
economy moving again,” Pauken

CHISM- SMITH

Owners & Licenced
Funeral Directors

129 S. O’ Connor
Irving, TX 75060

—FUNERAL HOME _

Irving's oldest funeral home
We Provide The Personal Touch

David & Carla Davis, .

972-259-7644
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DONNELLY'S

Colonial Funeral Home

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas 75062

(972) 579-1313

www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving families
since 1963
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Chamber meeting looks towards a successful 2010

Provided by Jeff Mues

At the Chamber’s Annual
M eeting sponsored by Reliant En-
ergy, Immediate Past Chairman,
Carter Holston (NEC America)
symbolically passed the gavel to
Chairman, Rick Lindsey (Holt Cat)
on Nov. 10.

Past Chairman Holston led the
first part of the meeting which in-
cluded arecap of the many accom-
plishments of 2009, and Chairman
Lindsey took over duties, sharing

with an audience of morethan 250,
some of the goals of 2010. The
meeting also featured keynote
speaker Roger Williams, the 105"
Texas Secretary of State, and
served to recognize a number of
outstanding leadersincluding out-
going and incoming board mem-
bers, Representative LindaHarper
Brown, recognized for her |eader-
ship by Empower Texans, and
Margie Stipes, recipient of the
Jennings Smith Community Ser-

W lﬂ!

* 2012 PG13
12:00 1:00 3:25 4:30 6:50
8:05 10:15

PIRATE RADIO R
11:55 2:35 5:115 7:55 10:25

*THEBOX PG13
1:50 455 7:35 10:15

#A CHRISTMAS
CAROL 2D PG
12:20 1:10 2:40 3:30 5:00
6:55 7:30 9:15 945

THE MEN WHO STARE
AT GOATS R
12:40 3:00 5:20 7:40 10:05

* THE FOURTH KIND PG13
12:30 2:55 5:25 7:50 10:20

MICHAEL JACKSON:
THISISIT PG
1:40 4:15 7:10 9:40

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY R
12:35 2:45 455 7:35 10:00

WHERE THEWILD
THINGSARE PG
1:20 345 7:00 9:25

LAWABIDING CITIZEN R
1:35 4:40 7:15 9:50

COUPLESRETREAT PG13
1:45 420 7:05 9:50

# NO PASSES

* FULLY RESTRICTED

Ticketson sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines>
PUCHASE TICKETSAT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Weekly SUDOKU

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each
row across, each column down and each small 9 box suare con-
tains all of the numbers from one to nine.

vice Award for her service to the
community.

“Being named the first 5-star
Chamber of Commercein the state
by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, speaksto the efforts of this
organization,” said Carter Holston.
“The Chamber helped facilitate
high-profile relocations and ex-
pansions, including Omega Envi-
ronmental Technologies, Forward
Air, ESPN Radio and HM Sand the
Chamber was proactivein itsstrat-
egies which helped steer public
policy in the areas of transporta-
tion and infrastructure, and for in-

Mungles
on Movies

By Matt Mungle
Title: 2012
Rated: PG-13

Writer/director ~ Roland
Emmerich (Independence Day,
10,000 BC, The Day After Tomor-
row) isback withwhat iseasily his
most visual, action backed, de-
structive movie to date. Calamity
films in the past have focused on
certain regions of our Earth or the
suspenseful buildup of possible
doom from meteors or aliens.
Emmerich tops them all by de-
stroying the entire planet infull on,
green screen fashion.

But | am not surethat isagood
thing. As Peter Parker’s Grandfa-
ther once told him, “with great
power comes great responsibility.”
| think that most certainly applies
to technology. Just because you
havethe ability to create every spe-
cial effect known to movie goers
doesn’'t mean you should use them
without restraint.

2012 is based dlightly on the
beliefs of the Mayans whose cal-
endar predicts that the Earth has
an expiration date of late Decem-
ber 2012. Inthe early 2000’s some
government scientists discover that
the Earth’s core is increasing in
temperature and that very soon the
entire crust of our planet is going
to shift and haveterrible repercus-
sions. So they decide then to pre-
pare away for the world's leaders
and those wealthy enoughto afford
it to survive. While vacationing in
Yellowstone with his family Jack-
son Curtis (John Cusack) discov-
ersthisplot and triesto get hisfam-
ily to Chinawhere they can hope-
fully find safety. He of course has
to do this as the world is literally
falling apart around him.

If you truly want to enjoy this
film you have to go into it for no
other reason than to see lots and
lots of over the top, eye rolling,
effects and some edge of your seat
tension. And at times you will
laugh out loud at the annihilation
of humanity. It isthat unbelievable.

This movie was made to be
seen on the big screen and though
it is dripping with peril it is cer-
tainly entertaining. Emmerich is
the master of creating giant tidal
waves, crumbling buildings and
sequences of action. But at times
it was so unbelievable that even
though you could seeit happening,
it took you out of the moment. |
think if he would have scaled it
down dlightly, it would have had
the same look, but the impact on
your emotions would have been a
lot more intense. The scenes that
are slow and building are the most

dustries of great importanceto Irv-
ing such as the media production
industries.”

An enhanced partnership with
theU.S./Mexico Chamber of Com-
merce and the continued growth of
the International Trade Develop-
ment & Assistance Center and the
Sister Cities Program were also
cited as areas of accomplishment.
A short video produced by the
award-winning Irving Community
Television Network, further high-
lighted the Chamber’s many suc-
cesses.

Later on in the program,
Mayor Gears spoke of the strong
partnership which exists between
the City of Irving and the Cham-
ber-managed Irving Economic De-
velopment Partnership. Roger Wil-
liams, a champion for economic
development in North Texas, also
had high praise for the work of the
Chamber in 2008 in hiskeynotere-
marks.

“The Irving Chamber is
looked at al over the state as the
model for chambers of commerce
in Texas,” said Williams.

2012 is arecipe
for disaster

stunning. It is only when he adds
the full speed action that you start
to chuckle. You have to sacrifice
plausibility for entertainment, but
hey, it isthe movies, right?

| loved the cast and the acting
for the most part is what it needs
tobe. You can’t expect themto de-
liver theselinesand situationswith
anything Oscar caliber. Itisnot the
time or place. You want them to
act scared and terrified, and they
do. Danny Glover playsthe presi-
dent of theUS, and | liked the way
they gave him some deep rooted
humanity. There are underlying
themesin thisfilm about faith, re-
ligionand lovefor thefellow man.
When it comestimeto step up and
do the right thing, the message is
clear. It wasn't pushed aside for
you to catch if you were lucky.

2012 is rated PG-13 for in-
tense disaster sequences and some
language. Parents should be ad-
vised that even though it is laugh-
ablein partsit is still dramatic in
its intention. | am not sure your
younger viewers will be able to
separatethereality. Also | think the
language is stronger than you
would want or expect. Granted |
doubt any of us would be saying

“shoot” and “darn” as the world
sucks us into giant craters, there-
fore the mild expletives are ram-
pant so be prepared. Cusack plays
fast and loose with the name of the
creator of the universe which is
probably not a smart idea when
facing certain doom.

| give2012 asolid 3.75 onthe
Richter scale. Itishighly entertain-
ing and carriesavisual impact that
few before it have achieved. Sure
| wanted a more ominous stirring
of the mind and soul when the
Earth comes to an end, but | will
take two and a half hours of heart
racing, edge of your seat epic ad-
venture as a back up plan. So says
Matt Mungle.

Matt is a member of the North
Texas Film Critics Association
(NTFCA) and hoststhe weekly syn-
dicated Indie Rock Radio Show
Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do aweekly radio feature, The
Mungleson Movies. For additional
reviews and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary arethose of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The
Irving Rambler, the publisher, edi-
tor, or any staff member.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at
the DFW Humane
Society would liketo
bring a lifetime of
love and happiness
into your homel!!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.

Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

Hours of operation:

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Come adopt a new
family member today!

If you can’t adopt, please donate!
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Yellow Rose AMBUCS receive
awards at Fall Conference

Provided by Cindy Morgan articles that highlighted the
The Yellow Rose Chapter of Amtrykesgiveawaysand other vari-
AMBUCS (American Business ouscommunity projects such as do-

www.irvingrambler.com
New Patient Special:

$49.00

Seniors take 15% off
any other dental service

The Irving Rambler

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance
Excludes Gum Disease

was received based on the club do-
nations to the Van, TX library
($798), Brighter Tomorrow’s

Clubs) received of five awards dur-
ing the recent Fall Conference held
at the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Grapevine.

District Project Manager of the
Year went to DebraKitchensfor her
dedication to community service.
Her community service projects
have varied. She coordinated agroup
outing to D/FW Airport to welcome
arriving troops and give them sta-
tionary and stampsto send cards and
lettersto their loved ones. During the
Christmas season she coordinated
the sponsorship of afamily in need
through the battered women’s shel -
ter, Brighter Tomorrows. She coor-
dinated an effort to send shoes to
children in Africa.

District Public Relations
Award, Class 2 was received based
on the publicity received in Thelrv-
ing Rambler newspaper, Irving
Neighbors, Irving Journal, Heritage
Herald and the Irving Cable Televi-

nationsto schooals, libraries, and per-
sonsin need.

District Newsletter Award,
Class 2 was received based on the
weekly newsletter that is sent to al
Yellow Rose Chapter members, to
the presidents of surrounding chap-
ters, and to individuals in the
AMBUCS nationa office.

Local CharitiesAward, Class 2

woman’s Shelter ($610), Irving Fire
Department ($500), Irving Indepen-
dent School School ($2,253), Irving
Cares — Food Bank ($150) and Irv-
ing Care Center Nursing Home
($500). Additionally contributions
weregivento the 3-Day Breast Can-
cer Walk ($50), TX PEFI (Cadet tu-
ition for ROTC) ($200), and indi-
vidual families ($200).

Cancer coalition benefits
from bean bag toss

Boston’s The Gourmet Pizza in
Irving partnered with The National
Ovarian Cancer Coalition (NOCC)
and Custom Cornhole Connection
to host its first Bags Tournament
on Nov. 7.

“Having organizationssuch as
Boston’s Pizza and Custom

Cornhole Connection help the
NOCC in raising awareness about
ovarian cancer is very exciting,”
said Sharon Goldammer, Co-Presi-
dent, DFW Chapter of the NOCC.
“These organizations are truly
helping to make a difference on
thisimportant issue.”

DENTISTRY
OF 1.AS
CoLINAS

CHAPTER

8™ ANNUAL DINNER/AUCTION
“SOCK HOP”
BENEFITING
YELLOW ROSE CHARITIES
KNIGHTSOF COLUMBUSHALL

2906 ROCK ISLAND, IRVING, TEXAS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2009
TICKETS$15.00

Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry m

972-717-1100:

YELEOW ROSE

5:30pm MEET & GREET CASH BAR OPEN
5:30 - 8:00pm Silent Auction
8:15 - 8:45pm Live Auction
6:00pm Dessert Auction
6:30 - 7:30pm Dinner

sion. Several articles were run
throughout the year covering our
fundraising effortsincluding our fla-
mingo flocking efforts, Amtryke
giveaways, the annual dinner/auc-
tion, Wreaths Across America par-
ticipation, and the annual Spring
Fashion Show/L uncheon. In particu-
lar was the AMBUCS Expo run in
February during Visibility Month
that highlighted both the national
and local levels of the organization.

District Visibility Award, Class
2 was received based on the receipt
of Proclamationsfrom both the City
of Irving Office of the Mayor and
Office of the Governor of Texas.
The proclamationswerereceived for
National AMBUCS Service Day,
Feb. 21, 2009. Judging was also
based on the content of newspaper

SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE
AUCTION DONATIONS
ACCEPTED
Contact Debra Kitchens

972-768-3389

David Allen as ELVIS
6:30pm —7:30pm
& 8:45pm-9:45pm
(Bring a pair of socks to donate!)

Providing Amtrykes for
personswith disabilities &
scholarshipsfor therapists

Giving it their best shots, tournament participantstoss corn filled
bagsto win prizes and benefit the National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition.

Advertisement

Eat healthy and support Rotary

Holiday Grapefruit SalesWill Fund Sunrise Rotary’s 2010 Grants

Irving Sunrise Rotary recommends a
sweet, healthy and TOTALLY TEXAN
holiday gift thisyear: Rio Star Grapefruit

The Irving service club is accepting
orders for boxes of this citrus fruit
throughout November in time for a mid-
December delivery. The cost is $17 per
20-pound box. The boxes contain 18
grapefruits. There also is shipping avail-
able to anywhere in the United States for
an additional fee.

Easy ordering isavailable by calling
Las Colinas Pharmacy at (972) 580-1814

and pressing extension one when
prompted. Customers can order using a

credit card by phone or can pay with
check or cashin person at the Las Colinas
Pharmacy, which is located at 4835 N.
O’ Connor Road in Irving. Orders can be
placed by phone or in person between
8:30 am. and 7 p.m. Monday through
Friday and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sat-
urdays. All orders must be received by 7
p.m. on November 30.

“These Rio Star Grapefruit are from
the heart of the Texas' Rio Grand Valley.
This variety of grapefruit can only be
grown there because the soil, sun and cli-
mate are perfect. The result is a grape-
fruit that is sweet enough to be sectioned

Texas ﬁﬁ'gm Grapelruit

and eaten like an orange. They really are
adeliciousand areauniquegift,” explains
Jim Hrncir, chairman of the Sunrise Ro-
tary Club’s grapefruit sales drive.

Club President Ronda Huffstetler
notes that grapefruit sales help fund the
Sunrise Rotary Club’s charitable efforts.
Thisincludes sending several Irving pub-
lic school students to a week-long lead-
ership camp sponsored by Rotary. The
club also has used funds raised by grape-
fruit sales to buy wheelchairs for needy
people in both Mexico and South Africa.
“A significant amount of the money we
raise al so funds our annual back-to-school
supply drive. This year, more than 1,200
needy Irving students received school
supplies that were purchased through the
sales of these amazingly delicious grape-
fruit,” she notes.

Projects planned for 2010 include
helping to build a guest home near the
Dallas Veterans Administration Hospital
where families of Iraq war veterans can
stay while their love ones receive medi-
cal treatment. The club also plansto help

fund the drilling of a water well in Af-
rica. “When you buy these grapefruit—
whether one box or one hundred boxes—
you're helping us live out Rotary’s goal
of helping and serving mankind, both lo-
cally and around the world,” Huffstetler
added.

Hrncir al'so noted, “Thisisagreat and
healthy gift for yourself or for someone
youlove. It'sasoredlly funto send alittle
bit of the sweetness of Texas to family
and friends around the country. Most folks
who give our grapefruits as gifts come
back year after year because the recipi-
ents love it. We even have several busi-
nesses who send boxes of these Rio Star
Grapefruit to their clients as appreciation
gifts during the holidays.”

Irving Sunrise Rotary Club meets at
7 am. each Thursday at Las Colinas
Country Club, whichisat 4900 O’ Connor
Road in Irving. The club welcomes visi-
tors who want to learn more about
Rotary’s outstanding weekly programs,
busi ness networking and community ser-
viceinitiatives.

Order at the Las Colinas Phar macy
972/580-1814 ext 1
4835 N. O’ Connor Road
Freelocal pickup




