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T KHIS WEE

GET OUT
OF JAIL FREE

By Jess Paniszczyn
For the last year, the Irving Police Department

has worked with the Immigration Custom Enforce-
   ment Agency (ICE) in the development and imple-
   mentation of the Criminal Alien Program (CAP).
    Through CAP everyone who was arrested and
       taken into custody was screened by ICE to de-
      termine his or her legal status in this country.
      Those found to be in America illegally were
           turned over to ICE for deportation.
                     On Tuesday, ICE implemented a sig-
            nificant policy change to CAP. ICE will no
                    longer screen prisoners who are charged
                    with Class C misdemeanors. In addi-
                       tion to most traffic violations, Class
                        C misdemeanors include a number
                        of minor violations such as disorderly
                      conduct, criminal mischief, disturbing

the peace, drag racing, driver li-
cense expired, fictitious registra-
tion, discharging firearms in the
city limits, possession of fireworks
in the city limits, leaving the
 scene of an accident, littering,
open container in vehicle, public
intoxication – 1st and 2nd offense,
and theft by check under $50.

Those who are accused of
Class B misdemeanors and more
serious offenses will continue to be
screened by ICE. As will, ‘any for-
eign national arrested for ANY
criminal offense that is in posses-
sion of a firearm at time of arrest.’

Policy change ends deportation
for Class C misdemeanors

By Jess Paniszczyn
City of Irving officials and

staff as well as representatives
from Archer Western Contractors
Ltd. and Alan Plummer Associates
Inc. gathered for the dedication of
the Northgate Pump Station on
Nov. 12. Designed to look like a
railroad depot, the new station pro-
vides water to east and south Irv-
ing customers.

“When you add pump sta-
tions, you improve your reliability
in your pumping system,” Todd

New pump station to proNew pump station to proNew pump station to proNew pump station to proNew pump station to provide water for future grovide water for future grovide water for future grovide water for future grovide water for future growthwthwthwthwth
Reck, Chief Utilities Officer, said
during the dedication. “We have a
couple of pump stations that can
pump to this area, but as we con-
tinue to see growth it becomes
harder and harder to meet demand.
This station has made a big differ-
ence already with Texas Stadium
and football games. It helps with
our reliability in pressures. Espe-
cially in the summer time when we
have high demand, and we are try-
ing to keep up with it. The extra
pumps make a big difference.

“With the cost of power, we
try to make pump stations as effi-
cient as possible. Millions of dol-
lars a year can be spent on power.
This station is not quite that big
and it doesn’t use that much horse-
power. But it still is a big power
user. Newer equipment, pumps and
motors, are much more efficient
than they were several years ago.

“The variable speed drives we
incorporated in the design allow us
to match exactly what the demand
is in the system at any given time.

So they really help save on the
power costs. We can let the pump
run wide open, or we can ramp
down the power feed to it and do a
better job of matching what the
true demand is at that time,” he
said.

The new pump station was de-
signed to continue pumping water
even if one pump fails or if the sta-
tion loses power.

“There are three pumps in the
pump station. Each one can pump

By Jess Paniszczyn
Everyone takes some measure

of pride in their last name. Not
only do surnames link us to fam-
ily members and those with whom

we share genetic charactaristics.
Some surnames link us to particu-
lar places and moments in time,
such as Courtney, Kent and
Franklin. Other surnames connect
their owners with deeds of cour-
age and strokes of genius, for ex-
ample Quartermain, Villa, Bach
and Edison.

Whether they are as common
as Smith or as off the beaten path
as Paniszczyn, our surnames are
part of our identities.

The Census Bureau recently
released a list of the top 1,000 sur-
names that appeared 100 or more
times in the 2000 census returns.
Because of the difficulties in cre-
ating such a list, this is only the
second time the Census Bureau has
created a surnames list.

A rose bA rose bA rose bA rose bA rose by any any any any any other namey other namey other namey other namey other name
mamamamamay not be as swy not be as swy not be as swy not be as swy not be as sweeteeteeteeteet

Change in ICE policy means that persons in the country illegally will not be placed in ICE custody
and deported for minor infractions including most traffic violations.

Pumpstation designers and workers join city officials as they cut the ribbon in dedication of the
Northgate Pump Station.

See ICE, Page 3

See SURNAMES, Page 8
See PUMP, Page 12
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POLICE & FIRE
Class A Accident:
11-18-07 at 12:49
p.m.  A 50 year old
male was operating
his motorcycle at a

high rate of speed when he failed
to control the bike and struck the
inside curb of the roadway at
Leland and O’Connor. The driver
was ejected into a tree in the cen-
ter median where he sustained
critical class A injuries. He was not
wearing a helmet. 

Aggravated Robbery/ Home In-
vasion: 11-20-07 at 10:20 p.m.
Three masked gunmen wearing
gloves forced their way into the
complainant’s residence in the
4400 block of Windsor Ridge and

At 2:33 a.m. companies were dispatched to a person with
a gunshot wound in the 200 block of Decker Dr., the patient
was transported to Parkland Hospital. Ambulances went into
overload once.

At 2:10 p.m. IFD was dispatched to a major accident on
east bound John Carpenter Frwy at Hidden Ridge. First arriv-
ing units found a trapped victim and requested help for extri-
cation. They also found diesel on the road and requested IFD’s
HAZ-MAT team. The victim was rescued and transported to
the hospital. Ambulances went into overload once.

Irving Fire Department responded to 289 incidents.
The Fire incidents

80 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  2 Structure Fires
  2 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires
Comments:

Medical calls
27 Major Accidents
78 Major Medical
23 Heart Attacks
22 Difficulty Breathing
35 Trauma Related
19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Nov. 16 - 21, 2007

11-18:

11-19:

stole cash, jewelry, and other
valuables. The suspects tied the
victim up before fleeing on foot,
possibly through the nearby golf
course.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-20-07
at 8:50 p.m.  Two suspects entered
the Market Latina, 901 E. Irving
Blvd, from an unlocked back door
each displaying a handgun. One
suspect fired a shot into the ceil-
ing and the other demanded money
from the register then from each
of the patrons that were inside the
location at the time. The two sus-
pects fled out the back door and
left in a vehicle that they parked
in the alley. There were no inju-
ries.
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11-17-07 at 2:27 a.m.
Due to recent robberies and ve-
hicle burglaries, officers were
patrolling the streets and apart-
ment complexes near Beltline
Road and Walnut Hill Lane. Two
officers located an individual in

the back (north) parking lot of the Knollwood
Apartments; 2743 W. Walnut Hill Ln. when they
made contact with him (Calvin Moore, 31 of Irv-
ing). Moore fled on foot and was caught a short
distance away. Attempts were made to control the
individual and a struggle ensued. The officers de-
ployed the TASER several times, but it was inef-

fective. The man fought with the officers and at-
tempted to take one of their guns.

During the assault of the officer and struggle
for his gun the officer fired striking Moore twice.
Moore was taken by ambulance to Parkland Me-
morial Hospital and the officer was transported to
Baylor medical for injuries he received. At approxi-
mately 11:30 a.m. morning Moore was pronounced
deceased at Parkland Memorial Hospital where he
had undergone surgery. 

It was later determined that Moore had active
warrants for his arrest and a history of mental is-
sues.

The officer was treated and released from
Baylor.

Officer Involved Shooting

Provided by Brit Chambers
Lisa Arnett knows all too well

what awaits those in Southern
California as they return to their
homes after the wildfires. Arnett’s
life was devastated on June 18
when massive flooding in
Gainesville, TX swept her home
off its foundation and down a creek
bed.

The house, however, was not
Arnett’s largest loss. Her daugh-
ters Theresa and Makayla, aged
five and two, were swept into the
floodwaters and drowned, along
with Arnett’s mother-in-law Billie
Mollenhour. Arnett fears returning
to the scene of the disaster, and the
young mother fights daily to regain
her life after such great loss.

“We just want her to get her

footing and be able to start over
again,” said Brenda Helms,
Arnett’s mother, said. “I miss ev-
eryday with those girls. It’s hard
to be a grandparent one day, then
not the next.”

Irving based, DSH Housing
Group, a leader in the manufac-
tured home industry, wanted to
reach out within the North Texas
area to help. On Nov. 9, Arnett was
handed the keys to a new home,
built and customized just for her
in DSH’s manufacturing facilities.

“I can’t imagine the loss and
pain,” DeVon S. Howard, president
of DSH Housing Group, said. “It
is our prayer that this new home
provides Lisa with the means to
move forward with her life, while
paying tribute to the lives of her

beautiful daughters.”
To make the house a true

home, DSH has partnered with
other corporate neighbors includ-
ing Broyhill and Sleep Experts, to
ensure Arnett has everything she
needs to be comfortable. Arnett
will work with DSH’s design team
throughout the next few weeks to
create a design package that meets
her specific needs and tastes. Her
home will be delivered around
Christmastime with a special visit
from Deion and Pilar Sanders and
their SandersClaus organization.

“We hope this gift will make
Christmas special for Lisa this
year,” Howard said. “We’re so
thankful to be in a position where
we can help such a deserving
young lady.”

Deion and Pilar Sanders with representatives from DSH Housing Group present
home recipient Lisa Arnett with the floor plan and keys to her new home.

DSH Housing gives home to Gainesville flood victimDSH Housing gives home to Gainesville flood victimDSH Housing gives home to Gainesville flood victimDSH Housing gives home to Gainesville flood victimDSH Housing gives home to Gainesville flood victim
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The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

By Jess Paniszczyn
Two new gateways designed to

welcome travelers to Irving and to
enhance the beauty of the city are
currently in the planning stages.
The first gateway will be the in-
tersection of Shady Grove and
MacArthur and the other is the
intersection of MacArthur and
Weathered.

“Both gateways have a consis-
tent design theme based on the
Mustangs of Las Colinas,” Casey
Tate, Irving’s Park Planning Su-
perintendent, said. “Each will have
an equestrian sculpture, and two
masonry columns with a metal
arch connecting them. They both
have a plaza design with landscap-
ing. This is all part of a process to

enhance the built environment in
Irving and provide a better quality
of life for the citizens.

“About a year ago we did a
whole corridor/gateway review of
the city. We looked at corridors that
could be enhanced. Out of that
study came seven locations where
we will build these gateways over
the course of time as funding be-
comes available. The seven will be
major gateways into the city. As
you travel through the Metroplex,
it is kind of hard to tell when you
are going from city to city. Travel-
ers will know they are in Irving
when they see one of these gate-
ways.

“We didn’t want to place the
gateways at the city limits of Irv-

ing. We wanted to bring them in
so they become part of a corridor
enhancement. As you drive up
MacArthur from I-30 the Shady
Grove intersection is the first ma-
jor intersection travelers come to.”

The MacArthur, Shady Grove
intersection will be designed to
complement the proposed North
Lake College campus.

“We have an agreement with
the College District to use a small
portion of their front corner for the
gateway, so it will be built on their
land. It will also serve as a pedes-
trian gateway into the campus. We
are also going to redo the curbs,
there will be an overlay with as-
phalt to put a decorative impres-
sion in the intersection, and we are

also placing the overhead power
lines on both sides of the intersec-
tion underground. We are adding
decorative street lighting for the
intersection signals as well. All
four corners will have decorative
landscaping and low walls. So the
entire intersection will be up-
graded. We are trying to get all of
this finished for the opening of the
college, which is projected to be
in January of 2009. Overall be-
tween the underground utilities,
roadway improvements and gate-
way, that intersection will cost

around two million dollars. Most
of that is for utilities.

“These are ground breaking
gateways. A lot of cities will put
up a masonry wall in the median
or they will build a small wall with
the city’s name on it. There are so
many subdivisions and develop-
ments that have those little walls
that people just pass by without
noticing. These gateways are de-
signed to be a piece of art, to be
more monumental, to catch your
attention, and to make a state-
ment,” Mr. Tate said.

Gateways to bring style to Irving’s entrances

After learning of the policy
change, Mayor Gears expressed
some disappointment with the de-
cision, but reassured citizens that
the City of Irving will continue to
work with ICE to make the CAP
program successful.

“We have worked very hard to
help ICE do their jobs, and we have
gotten great results. We have been
taking a lot of heat for it. And it
seems like they left us out to dry a
little bit. We overwhelmed them
with our success. They just don’t
have the resources to keep up. It is
disappointing to us, but we will
continue to work with them and
with their program however they
structure it to continue to get the
results we are getting.

“We will continue to screen
every prisoner. But we now know
about half of those who were de-
tained by ICE in the past will no
longer be interviewed by ICE. They
will just go through the normal ad-
judication process,” Mayor Gears
said.

The policy change may have
resulted from the CAP program en-
joying too much success in Irving
and other cities.

“Irving has been held up as a
model for other cities throughout
the country regarding how to ef-

fectively work with the Federal
government to enforce the law. We
were so successful that we revealed
a weakness in the system. There
are not enough resources to take
on the task currently mandated by
law, which is to remove those who
are in the country illegally.

“I think the fact that so many
other cities are emulating Irving’s
program has overwhelmed ICE be-
cause of the results they are get-
ting. This division of ICE is re-
sponsible for 128 counties in Texas
and all 77 counties of Oklahoma.
They have in their purview 413
different facilities to house, detain
and process people. And they are
full to capacity. So ICE needed to
make this change,” Mayor Gears
said. “That large part of the Fed-
eral government has essentially
implemented a policy says they
will enforce the law in some cases
and not in other cases. This is very
unusual.

“We will pursue getting back
on track with the original program.
We will ask that ICE find the re-
sources they need to be able to con-
tinue the program. In any case, we
will continue to work with them.
It really is their program.

“I would suspect that ICE will
be hearing from a lot of very un-
happy people in Irving, around
Texas, probably from all over

Oklahoma and maybe from around
the country. When they feel pres-
sure, they tend to find resources.
In the mean time, we will continue
to screen every person who comes
into our jail.”

A direct result of working with
ICE to implement CAP is that Irv-
ing is a safer city.

“In a real sense, crime is
down. Police report less criminal
activity. Even in the Fire Depart-
ment there are fewer calls for dif-
ferent types of disturbances. We
had nine murders in the city last
year; six of those were committed
by people who were not in the
country legally.

“We have learned that about
21% of the crime in our commu-
nity is being committed by people
who are not in the country legally.
We know that the program we
work with is attending to our re-
sponsibilities to make neighbor-
hoods safer. We are really not en-
gaging in the national debate. We
are just thinking about what is
good for Irving.

“Many life-long residents of
Irving are proud to live in Irving
again. They have not felt that way
for a long, long time. For whatever
reason, they feel proud now. I am
very happy to be a part of provid-
ing that for some residents of Irv-
ing,” he said.

Continued from page 1

ICE  overwhelmed
with  our  success

Provided by Mark Ball
State transportation officials

today approved sending $28.7
million to public transportation
providers for fiscal year 2008.

The action follows recent
work by legislative leaders to re-
store $17.6 million in state grant
funding for small urban and ru-
ral transit providers for the fis-
cal year 2008 - 2009 biennium.

“Legislative leaders restored
funding for these transit provid-
ers to historical levels,” Eric
Gleason, TxDOTs director of
public transportation, said.

The commission also ap-
proved a $2.6 million award in
transportation development cred-
its for various public transporta-
tion capital projects.

Transportation development
credits (TDCs)—formerly
known as toll credits—became a
stronger funding option as a re-
sult of federal legislation by U.S.
Congressman Michael Burgess
in 2005.

The credits are earned when

local and state funds are used to
construct toll facilities. The fed-
eral government credits states for
their investment in these projects
by allowing them to be used to
offset other transportation ex-
penditures. State and federal law
permit the substitution of toll
credits as the required non-fed-
eral match for capital projects.

In December 2006, the
transportation commission ex-
pressed its desire to award TDCs
to transit providers for projects
that comply with the
department’s five goals to reduce
congestion, expand economic
opportunity, enhance safety, im-
prove air quality, and increase
the value of transportation asset.

Examples of eligible
projects would be the replace-
ment and expansion of fleet ve-
hicles and maintenance facili-
ties.

During 2006, Texas’ rural
and small urban transit agencies
provided nearly 22 million
rides. 

Public transporPublic transporPublic transporPublic transporPublic transportationtationtationtationtation
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Irving ISD will sponsor their
annual Holiday Adopt A Family
program through Dec. 7. This pro-
gram gives individuals, organiza-
tions and companies the opportu-
nity to “adopt” one or more Irving
ISD students and their families for
the holiday season. When someone
“adopts a family” they will receive
a wish list from a school counse-
lor giving them a list of items that
the family can use such as linens,
clothing, toys and food. The list
includes sizes and other details that
will help the buyer make the pur-
chases. Once they purchase the
items, they will work with the
school counselor to determine de-
livery date and whether the items
will be delivered to the school or
to the family. The project has been

very successful, resulting in many
smiles and genuine appreciation
for their generosity.

If you are interested in “adopt-
ing a family” contact Thelma

IrIrIrIrIrving ISD Holidaving ISD Holidaving ISD Holidaving ISD Holidaving ISD Holiday y y y y Adopt Adopt Adopt Adopt Adopt A FA FA FA FA Family proamily proamily proamily proamily programgramgramgramgram
Cantu, Partnerships in Education
Coordinator at 972-215-5017 or
tcantu@irvingisd.net. She will
connect you to a counselor at a
participating school.

Ranchview High School Or-
chestra students competed in the
All-State auditions on Nov. 3 - 4
at Southwestern University in
Georgetown, TX. Of the over 700
entries into the competition, only
230 make it into the string sections
of the orchestras. The All-State
Orchestra system consists of three
orchestras: Symphony Orchestra,
the Philharmonic Orchestra, and
the String Orchestra. 
 

Four Ranchview High School stu-
dents advanced from regions to
this audition.
· Cindy Xu, pianist, is the
ranked second in the State of
Texas. She will perform with the
5A Concert Band in San Antonio
in February. 
Other Ranchview students advanc-
ing to the auditions were Hamilton
Pyburn, Bassist - ranked 54th over-
all in the state, John Back, Cellist
and Michelle Lim, Cellist. 

Ranchview pianist rankRanchview pianist rankRanchview pianist rankRanchview pianist rankRanchview pianist ranked in stateed in stateed in stateed in stateed in state
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any commen-
tary are those of the writer, and not nec-
essarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member.

Hi Irving!
Hope you and
your family had
a wonderful
blessed Thanks-
giving. It’s a
wonderful time

that we set aside to honor our Lord
with thankful hearts as we should.
We are so blessed, so often we take
it for granted. I hope you and your
family were all together and cel-
ebrated your own traditions, which
are priceless. I also hope you joined
us, and the many people that kept
our military families in your

prayers. We put our flag out in their
honor.

I enjoy preparing the turkey,
my famous dressing, homemade
cranberry relish, the rest my won-
derful daughters take care of, they
are incredible cooks. Our Thanks-
giving was great. We hope yours
was as well.

It’s true though that nothing
is ever perfect, however, we can
chose to rejoice and realize how
blessed we are.

On another note, if you are in-
terested in advertising, it will ben-
efit you to do so before the end of

this year. You may call me 214 402
8000, or email me at
maggie0720@juno.com as soon as
you can.
Praying To Make A Difference.
Attend Church Sunday 
God Bless You

about 7.75 million gallons per day.
Only two of the pumps are operat-
ing at any given time. Because at
any time we could have one of the
pumps out of service,” Mr. Reck
said.

“The station is sized for future
growth. There are bays for two fu-
ture pumps. In the future, we could
essentially double the capacity of
this station as we see more devel-
opment. On the site we have a five
million gallon storage tank. We
have room between the pump sta-
tion and the existing tank to build
a future tank.

“Stand by power is critical. We
have a large generator, roughly
1,000 kilowatts. It can handle the
entire load of this pump station. If
we lose power, we can get the gen-
erator up and running and con-
tinue to run the pumps uninter-
rupted,” he said.

James Cline, Jr., Irving’s Pub-
lic Works Director, was on hand
for the dedication.

“This facility should increase
our ability to keep better water
pressure in this part of town. It
gives us better redundancy in our
system. All in all, it provides a
whole lot better service for all of
our customers.

“The facility has room for ex-
pansion. So we can address not
only are needs today, but our needs
in the future,” Mr. Cline said.

Mayor Gears praised the ef-
forts of those who helped make the
pump station a reality.

“The city really does a first
class job in everything that they do.
I hope those of you who were a part
of that are proud. We want to have
our commitment to take care of the
people in the same way that we
take care of this type of public in-
frastructure. Projects like this will
help our community for a long,
long time to come. This facility
will be important with regards to
delivery of the services we provide
in the areas where we are having a
great deal of new development,”
Mayor Gears said.

Continued from page 1

Pump station to
provide better service

Celebrate the holiday season
with the City of Irving’s Holiday
Extravaganza on Dec. 1. The free
event will kick off at 4 p.m. with a
Christmas parade in the Heritage
District, followed by a tree-light-
ing ceremony at 5:30 p.m. at Irv-
ing City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd.

Additional entertainment in-
cludes holiday music by the Irving
Symphonic Band, a fireworks
show, Nimitz High Madrigal
Choir, Santa Claus visits, outdoor
games, a petting zoo, pony rides
and food.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity
for families to begin their holiday
season,” Paul Gooch, managing

director of Community Services,
said. “Everyone will enjoy the sea-
sonal music, children’s activities,
visits by Santa, tree lighting and
the fireworks celebration. We in-
vite everyone to come and share in
the holiday spirit.”

An added feature to this year’s
holiday festivities is the holiday
lights at Centennial Park, which
will be on display during Holiday
Extravaganza and will continue
through the month of December.
Centennial Park is located at 444
W. Second St.

For more information, call the
Parks and Recreation Department
at 972-721-2501.

HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Extray Extray Extray Extray Extravaganza tovaganza tovaganza tovaganza tovaganza to
include Centennial Pinclude Centennial Pinclude Centennial Pinclude Centennial Pinclude Centennial Parkarkarkarkark

Provided by Sarah Kelleher
Direct Energy’s U.S. head-

quarters in Houston, and its sec-
ond-largest Texas office in Irving
have both been named winners of
the Alfred P. Sloan Award for Busi-
ness Excellence in Workplace
Flexibility.

The two awards recognize
Direct Energy for its workplace
flexibility initiative, which allows
for a better work/life balance and
helps the company meet office
space needs through growth peri-
ods. The company also was look-

ing for a way to address rising traf-
fic congestion and air quality is-
sues.

“Direct Energy wants to be the
employer of choice in Houston,”
Jim Steffes, Vice President and
General Manager, Texas Con-
sumer Markets, said. “And ensur-
ing balance in our employees’ lives
is the right thing to do. Our suc-
cess as a retailer in Texas begins
with our employees.”

According to participating
employees, work/life balance is
only one of the benefits of Direct

Energy’s program.
“The flexible policy at Direct

Energy is one of the biggest em-
ployee retention tools. I have a tod-
dler at home and the flex policy
helps me to spend some precious
time with my child in the evening
rather than spend it commuting
home in rush-hour,” Runsi Sen, a
marketing manager who works
from home in the afternoons, said.
“This reduces my stress and anxi-
ety to a significant extent, and
makes me a lot more productive
and loyal to the company as an

employee.”
Sen’s comments were echoed

by Ruth Noel, a senior administra-
tor of Direct Energy’s Office of the
President, which manages esca-
lated customer concerns. Noel,
who accepted the award for the
Houston office from Mayor Bill
White at a luncheon in late Octo-
ber, works mainly from home,
spending only two days a week in
the office.

“Flex work gives me the op-
portunity to be immediately avail-
able to my three-year-old son
should the need arise. On the two
days I am in the office, I’m able to
utilize the city’s public transit sys-
tem which allows me to save at
least $60 a week on gas because I
only have to drive a short distance

to the park-and-ride,” she said.
The Alfred P. Sloan Awards

for Business Excellence in Work-
place Flexibility are part of the
When Work Works project, an on-
going initiative of Families and
Work Institute, the Institute for a
Competitive Workforce (ICW), an
affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, and the Twiga Foun-
dation to recognize businesses that
are dedicated to making work
“work” for the employer and the
employees. Through When Work
Works, these partner organizations
provide research, resources and
recognition to businesses nation-
wide, and share the results of the
research on creating effective and
flexible workplaces that meet the
needs of the 21st century.

Direct Energy’s largest Texas offices win the     Alfred P. Sloan Award

Read the
Irving

Rambler
online at

IrvingRambler.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

#ENCHANTED    PG
11:55    12:55    2:30    4:05    5:05

6:55    7:35    9:30    10:10

#HITMAN    R
12:20    2:35    5:10    7:30    9:50

THE MIST    PG13
1:10    4:10    7:15    10:20

*AUGUST RUSH    PG13
1:40    4:35    7:10    9:55

*THIS CHRISTMAS    PG
1:10    4:10    7:15    10:20

*BEOWULF    PG13
12:00    12:45    2:40    3:40    5:20

7:00    7:55    9:40    10:25

MR. MAGORIAM’S WONDER
EMPORIUM    G

12:15    2:35    5:10    7:30    9:50

BEE MOVIE    PG
12:30    1:05    2:45    3:15    4:50    5:20

7:30    9:45

LIONS FOR LAMBS    R
7:40    10:00

AMERICAN GANGSTER    R
12:05    3:25    6:50    10:15

DAN IN REAL LIFE    R
1:45    4:30    6:45    9:05

*FRED CLAUSE    PG
1:00    4:00    7:05    9:20

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTEDNovember 24
Cookie Madness & Puppet Show
Day - Join the fun with an after-
noon of cookie stories and the Gin-
gerbread Man Puppet Show 2 p.m.,
Northwest Branch, 2928 N. Belt
Line Road. Learn how to decorate
a cookie, too. No registration re-
quired. For more information, call
972721-2691.

November 24 - December 31
Laissez les Bon Temps Roulez -
Laissez les Bon Temps Roulez (Let
the Good Times Roll): A Cajun
Christmas! 15th Annual Holiday
Exhibition and Tree Decorating
Competition presented by Irving
Arts Center – The theme for this
year celebrates the rich and color-
ful Cajun culture and holiday tra-
ditions of Louisiana. Trees deco-
rated by parent-teacher organiza-
tions/affiliations from Irving’s
schools as well as artwork by IISD
elementary students will fill the
Main Gallery with Cajun décor.
The Holiday Open House on Dec.
7 will feature free family fun and
a live concert with Beau Soleil avec
Michael Doucet. FREE.
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com.

November 26
Book Review Club - The Twenti-
eth Century Book Review Club
will meet at 9:30 a.m. Monday,
November 26, 2007 at the Garden
and Arts Center, 906 Senter St. 
Rose Mary Rumbley will review
The Snow Must go on from the
South Pole to the North Pole with
Three Stops in Between by Molly
Wigand. 

November 27
Irving Women’s Network - The
Irving Women’s Network meeting
will be held from 11:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. on at the Las Colinas
Country Club at 4400 N.
O’Connor Blvd. in Irving. There
will be a networking opportunity
structured to provide circulation

among members and guests. Soup
and salad bar are $13.50 and the
full luncheon buffet is $21.00.
Please make your reservations no
later than 10:00 a.m. on Nov. 23
by calling Jodi Reynolds at 972-
253-8021 or emailing her at
jodireynolds@yahoo.com.  

November 30 - December 1
Auditions for world premiere of
In Defense of Better Days by Bill
Fountain - Nov. 30  7pm - 9pm
Dec. 1  2pm to 5pm at the ICT Stu-
dio, 2333 W. Rochelle, Irving. Call
972-594-6104 for an appointment.
About the play: A giant asteroid is
a few days from slamming into the
Earth and ending all life as we
know it. In Defense of Better Days
is the story of a family reunited in
the midst of great hardship and
challenge. An engaging and origi-
nal story about survival, hope and
most of all, the power of love. For
more information about the play,
see www.levelgroundfilms.com

November 30
Irving Symphony League - Irv-
ing Symphony League’s 007 Dia-
mond Gala at the La Cima Club.
Champagne reception followed by
dinner and entertainment. Call
972-257-1107 for more informa-
tion. Tickets are $150 per person.

November 30 – December 8
Annual Crèche (Nativity) Dis-
play - The Episcopal Church of the
Redeemer, 120 E. Rochelle (four
blocks east of O’Connor on Roch-
elle), Irving (www.redeemer-
irving.org) will have their annual
Crèche (Nativity) display. It is es-
timated that it will feature approxi-
mately 175 Crèches of all types,
from simple children’s nativity
scenes to elaborate and beautiful
antique ceramic, china and carved
wooden displays from the personal
collection of Redeemer members
and friends. The display will be
arranged by international, tradi-

tional, modern and children’s
Crèches. For more information,
call the Church office at 972-255-
4171.

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Mist
Rated: R

Human nature can be more
terrifying than anything lurking
under your bed or tucked away in
your closet. You put normal, ev-
eryday people in a stressful envi-
ronment and you have the oppor-
tunity to see the worst in mankind.

Stephen King has always been
the master of that perspective look
into human life. He has a way of
using the scary creatures as a
springboard for the real terror.
How we react. The new film The
Mist follows the mold that King
forged in his 1985 short story of

the same name. Director and
screenplay writer Frank Darabont
was able to stay pretty true to the
original, which is always a wise
choice.

As a thick fog rolls through a
small town the inhabitants dis-
cover that death itself is concealed
in the mist. When the creatures
start making themselves known
death seems a welcomed relief.
Holed up in a grocery store a hand-
ful of towns people must learn to
survive each other as much as what
threatens from outside. The char-
acter traits aren’t unique, but it is
their actions that drive the story.
Almost like animation. They take
a person and exaggerate their de-
fining characteristics to a height-

ened point. The outcome is per-
sonified horror.

This film has the elements to
please most thriller horror fans but
may be over the top for those who
are squeamish and like their ter-
ror clean and tidy. The “creatures”
are apocalyptic in design and a
nice change to the normal fare.
Again I think the story line is what
makes this a decent film since
there is only so much you can do
with things that go bump in the
night. Is this on the level with The
Shining, Carrie or any of the ear-
lier King classics? Not even close.
But it is a well made film for the
genre.

The Mist is rated R for vio-
lence, terror and gore, and lan-
guage. This is not a film for those
of soft eyes and ears. It is visually
graphic and at times verbally and
physically violent. The language
too is very adult in nature. Unless
you live in Tucumcari, NM and
that is your only choice, there are

Sometimes it is safer outside Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

way better options for your Holi-
day viewing and you are better off
choosing something for the whole
family. I give it 3 out of 5. One,
because Stephen King is the mas-
ter, and I like that the movie played
and felt like a King book
reads.Two, the ending is unforget-
table.

Mungles
on Movies

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493
We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach your
customers

Lively Elementary School
fourth grade students partnered
with fourth graders at John
Haley Elementary School for
writing project. John Haley stu-
dents created monsters, wrote
descriptive stories about them,
and sent the stories to their part-
ner classes at Lively. Fourth

graders at Lively took the sto-
ries and recreated the monsters
based on the descriptions
provided. Students learned how
important good writing and
communication are to inform-
ing your reader. The classes at
both schools shared the results
via video conference.

Writing about monstersWriting about monstersWriting about monstersWriting about monstersWriting about monsters
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Dallas’ The Vocal Majority Chorus presents its 2007 Christmas
Shows, “Believe,” in a four-show series scheduled from Dec. 13-15 at
the Eisemann Center in Richardson. Last year’s shows were performed
to more than 7,500 people.

Irving residents David Ennis (bass), Todd Montag (baritone), Mar-
tin Senstock (bass), and Brady Anderson (lead) will sing in the shows.

VVVVVocal Majority Chorocal Majority Chorocal Majority Chorocal Majority Chorocal Majority Chorususususus
presents Christmas shopresents Christmas shopresents Christmas shopresents Christmas shopresents Christmas showswswswsws

Thirty Barbara Bush Middle
school students were awarded a
special field trip to the Crow Col-
lection of Asian Art and the Dal-
las Museum of Art by the Parent
Teacher Association for creatively
expressing themselves through the
arts with winning entries in the
annual PTA Reflections contest.
Each year students across the coun-
try submit photographs, paintings,
drawings, songs, stories, dance
videos and film productions to the
Reflections Program. These works
can be completed at home or school
and prizes are awarded at first at
school, then district level, state
level and all the way to National
PTA levels. Works are judged by
local artisans for their creativity,
originality and interpretation of a
theme, which was “I Can Make A
Difference By…” for 2007. Some
of the student’s entries proposed
that they could make a difference
by: “Lending a Helping Hand,”
“Being a Good Role Model for My
Sister,” “Pursuing My Passion,”
“Clearing Away the Darkness,”

and “Showing that Friendship Has
No Color.”

The entries which earned an
award of excellence will be for-
warded on to district judging in
December. They are as follows:

Film/Video
Sheida Karami

Dance Choreography
Hannah Pierce

Photography
Brianna Torres, Hannah Pierce,
Katie Killian, Grace Drake,
Paulena Lynch, Kazuomi Motoike,
Corey Herndon

Visual Arts
Alexa Stewart, Silvia Villanueva,
Sabrina Chowdhury, Heather Jang,
Min Seon, Caroline Killian, Rupal
Sanghavi
Literature
Kendall Richards, Chang Ko,
Alexa Stewart, Cody Wienholz,
Audra LaCroix, Ashley Kim

Barbara Bush Middle school winners aBarbara Bush Middle school winners aBarbara Bush Middle school winners aBarbara Bush Middle school winners aBarbara Bush Middle school winners awarded field trip to arwarded field trip to arwarded field trip to arwarded field trip to arwarded field trip to art museumst museumst museumst museumst museums

Winners of the PTA Reflections Art Contest from Barbara Bush Middle School are awarded a field
trip to the Dallas Museum of Art and the Crow Collection of Asian Art. Thirty students are accompa-
nied by Art Teacher Lisa Ward and BBMS Principal Lynda Opitz.

The College Board’s Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) pro-
gram offers students the oppor-
tunity to take challenging col-
lege-level courses while still in
high school, and receive college
credit for successful perfor-
mance on AP exams.

Over the past three years,
Irving ISD has seen a steady
increase in the number of high
school students who receive a
score of 3 or higher on AP ex-
ams. Exams are scored on a
scale of 1 to 5.

For 2004-2005, 522 IISD
high school students scored
grades of 3 or higher on AP ex-

ams. The number jumped to
651 in 2005-2006, followed by
another increase to 671 in
2006-2007.

The IISD also ensures ac-
cess to all advanced academic
and elective classes for all stu-
dents. In that regard, the par-
ticipation of minority students
in AP courses has continued to
increase over the past several
years. In 2002, 40% of minor-
ity students, who graduated
from an IISD high school, par-
ticipated in AP courses. By
2007, the number had in-
creased to 64%.

Advanced Place-
ment scores increase

Ten IISD seniors have been
named Commended Students in the
2008 National Merit Scholarship
Program.

The seniors selected as Com-
mended Students are: Gretchen
Geltemeyer, Luke Hamilton,
Daniel McCalip, Pavel Nitchovski,
and Rachel Smith of MacArthur
High School; and Min-Young
Kang, Kent Kirkman, Jaclyn Le,
Jonathan Lewis, and Lee Poppell
of Nimitz High School.

About 34,000 Commended
Students throughout the nation are
recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. They placed
among the top five percent of more
than 1.4 million students who en-
tered the 2008 competition by tak-
ing the 2006 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test.

Lamar Middle School students raised $1,016 during Red Ribbon
Week for the Phoenix Project, which is a non-profit organization
designed to provide drug and alcohol prevention and intervention
strategies for youth.

Funds for Phoenix ProjectFunds for Phoenix ProjectFunds for Phoenix ProjectFunds for Phoenix ProjectFunds for Phoenix Project
10 seniors ear10 seniors ear10 seniors ear10 seniors ear10 seniors earnnnnn
CommendedCommendedCommendedCommendedCommended
StatusStatusStatusStatusStatus

Cashe Donnerson, Reginald
Nubine, and Lily Dela Fuente of
Newman Smith High School are a
part of 1,600 Black American high
school seniors designated Semifi-
nalists in the 44th annual Achieve-
ment Scholarship® competition.
These scholastically talented stu-
dents have an opportunity to con-
tinue in the competition for ap-
proximately 800 Achievement
Scholarship awards, worth some
$2.5 million.

Semifinalists must fulfill sev-
eral additional requirements to ad-
vance to the Finalist level of the
competition. Achievement Schol-
arship winners are selected from
the Finalists on the basis of their
abilities, accomplishments, and
potential for success in college. Ap-
proximately 1,300 Semifinalists
are expected to attain Finalist
standing in the 2008 National
Achievement Program, and some
800 will become Achievement
Scholar® awardees.

CF-B ISD an-CF-B ISD an-CF-B ISD an-CF-B ISD an-CF-B ISD an-
nounces nounces nounces nounces nounces Achieve-Achieve-Achieve-Achieve-Achieve-
ment Scholarsment Scholarsment Scholarsment Scholarsment Scholars
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Thomas Haley Elementary School staff and students remembered Bruce McDole, former computer
technician, with a tree dedication ceremony on Nov. 5.

Tree Dedication Ceremony

Ratteree Career Development Center automotive students are vis-
ited by the Army NASCAR. One of the crew speaks with students
and answers questions.

Ratteree Hosts
Army NASCAR

Provided by Kelly Oliver
The Parents Television

Council™ congratulated the
Campbell Soup Company be-
cause the company “consistently
avoids advertising on program-
ming that contains graphic vio-
lence, excessive sexual content
and foul language,” PTC Direc-
tor of Advertiser Programs Glen
Erickson, said.

 “The Parents Television
Council observes television con-
tent from all the major broadcast
networks as well as original ba-
sic cable programming. Our ana-
lysts just recently released its
rankings of best and worst adver-
tisers with Campbell Soup scor-
ing number thirty.  Advertising
in such family-friendly shows as
1, Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-
tion, and 7th Heaven have placed
Campbell Soup in an exclusive

PTC recoPTC recoPTC recoPTC recoPTC recognizes compangnizes compangnizes compangnizes compangnizes companyyyyy
group of content-sensitive adver-
tisers,” he said. “The Campbell
Soup Company clearly under-
stands what it means to be a good
corporate citizen and the impor-
tance of adhering to a set of me-
dia guidelines for its advertising
messages, which is why we
would like to present you with
the PTC Seal of Approval for the
second time.

“On behalf of our 1.2 mil-
lion members, I’d like to encour-
age the Campbell Soup Company
to keep up the good work and to
continue to offer leadership in
making wise media choices.
Thank you Chairman Golub and
the entire Campbell Soup man-
agement team for what we see as
an over-arching commitment to
family-quality entertainment,”
Mr. Erickson said.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
House for Rent:

3 bedroom house, fenced yard, MacArthur/
Rochelle area 1105 Fairfield St. Call 972-293-
9768

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

HELP WANTED
Experienced Food Service Workers

Grill/Prep/Utility/Cashiers
Monday-Friday Great Wages/Great Benefits/EEO

Call 972-653-5777 mornings ...
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM only

Leave message telling of your experience

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

Allison’s Clubhouse
(Daycare)

is now hiring full and part
time caregivers and pre-
school teachers. We offer

competitive pay, employee
perks and a warm, family

atmosphere.
Please call today for more

information.
972-258-1800

Now Hiring
Pickers, packers, material han-
dlers, cleaners, forklift opera-
tors, general warehouse, entry
level clerical, technical repair,
and data entry.  Pay starting at
$7.00 depending on position,
shift and location.  To apply
please contact Regal Staffing
at (972)870-5304 to schedule
an appointment.  EOE/Legal
work status required.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE
ATTENDANT

NEEDED in IRVING AREA.

Direct personal assistance w/daily
activities in client’s home (groom-

ing, hygiene, & community).

Requires 1 yr exp working w/the
disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

MOMENTS IN TIME
enter King Tutankhamen’s tomb in
more than 3,000 years.
Tutankhamen’s sealed burial
chambers held a gold coffin con-
taining the mummy of the teenage
king.

On Nov. 24, 1932, the FBI
Scientific Crime Detection Labo-
ratory officially opens in Washing-
ton, D.C. The lab, chosen because
it had a sink, operated out of a
single room with one full-time
employee and borrowed equip-
ment.

On Nov. 25, 1941, Adm.
Harold R. Stark, U.S. chief of na-
val operations, tells Adm. Husband
E. Kimmel, commander of the U.S.
Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, that
President Roosevelt thinks a Japa-
nese surprise attack is a distinct

possibility. But no one expected the
target would be Hawaii, which was
attacked 12 days later.

On Nov. 22, 1955, record
company RCA announces that it
has purchased the recording con-
tract for Elvis Presley from Sun
Records. RCA paid $35,000 for the
contract — a record sum at the
time. Presley also received a
$5,000 advance, which he used to
buy a pink Cadillac for his mother.

On Nov. 27, 1968,
Steppenwolf’s first album, featur-
ing the hit “Born to Be Wild,” is
certified gold with sales in excess
of 500,000 copies. “Born to Be
Wild” was a well-known example
of the ongoing love affair of rock
‘n’ roll with fast driving.
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

The History Channel
On Nov. 21, 1877, Thomas

Edison announces his invention of
the phonograph, a way to record
and play back sound. The machine
was a stylus on a tinfoil cylinder,
which played back a short song he
had recorded, “Mary Had a Little
Lamb.”

On Nov. 23, 1888, Adolph
Marx (later known as Arthur, then
as Harpo) is born in New York City.
Along with brothers Chico,
Groucho, Zeppo and Gummo, he
began performing at the encour-
agement of their mother, Minna,
who came from a vaudeville fam-
ily.

On Nov. 26, 1922, in Egypt’s
Valley of the Kings, British archae-
ologists become the first souls to

Topping the list at over two million instances is the traditionally
American name Smith followed by Johnson and Williams.

Entering the top ten surnames are two Hispanic surnames. Garcia,
number eight, and Rodriquez, number nine rose on the list, as Taylor
and Moore tumbled to number 13 and 16 respectfully. Further down the
list, sandwiched between Lopez – 21 and Gonzales – 23, the tradition-
ally Asian surname Lee holds number 22.

The top twenty surnames are:
Rank Name Number of occurrences
1 Smith
2 Johnson
3 Williams
4 Brown
5 Jones
6 Miller
7 Davis
8 Garcia 
9 Rodriguez
10 Wilson
11 Martinez
12 Anderson
13 Taylor
14 Thomas
15 Hernandez
16 Moore
17 Martin
18 Jackson
19 Thompson
20 White
To view a complete list of the top 1,000 surnames, visit

www.census.gov/genealogy/www/freqnames2k.html.

2,376,206
1,857,160
1,534,042
1,380,145
1,362,755
1,127,803
1,072,335

858,289
804,240
783,051
775,072
762,394
720,370
710,696
706,372
698,671
672,711
666,125
644,368
639,515

Continued from page 1
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Provided by Ken Benson
It was an evening of fun and

celebration as hoteliers from across
the North Texas gathered to honor
the hotel industry’s top perform-
ers over the past year on Nov. 10.

The event was Hotel Association
of Greater Dallas’ inaugural
HOSPY’s Award Gala held at the
Hilton Anatole Hotel.

The hotel association’s

“HOSPY” award recognizes the
contribution of an individual or
organization to the industry over
the past year.

Two Irving tourism industry
officials took top honors at the
Gala.

Maura Gast, president of the
Irving Visitors Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau, was awarded the
“Friend of the Industry” award for
her support of the hotel industry
and work in promoting tourism to
North Texas.

Gail Jackson, General Man-
ager of the Hilton Garden Inn
DFW South, was chosen General
Manager of the Year in the Select
Service Hotel category for her con-
tributions to the industry and the
hotel community in North Texas.

In all, Fifteen “HOSPY” a-

TTTTTwwwwwo Iro Iro Iro Iro Irving tourism officials takving tourism officials takving tourism officials takving tourism officials takving tourism officials take top honors at inaugural HOSPYS Galae top honors at inaugural HOSPYS Galae top honors at inaugural HOSPYS Galae top honors at inaugural HOSPYS Galae top honors at inaugural HOSPYS Gala
wards were presented individuals
and hotels across North Texas rec-
ognizing their contribution to the
industry over the past year.

“This is a night where we cel-
ebrated those who have helped
make the North Texas hotel indus-
try one of the best in the country,
“Brooke Dieterlen, executive di-
rector of the Hotel Association of
Greater Dallas, said. “It is through
their efforts, which are made on a

daily basis, that North Texas re-
mains one of the top places to visit
or hold meetings in the nation. “

The Hotel Association of
Greater Dallas is one of the larg-
est hotel local hotel associations in
the country representing more than
35,000 rooms in the market. Es-
tablished in 1926, the association
works to promote the interests of
the hotel community in North
Texas. 

Provided by Robert Smith
The Visiting Nurse Associa-

tion needs Meals on Wheels vol-
unteer drivers who want to help the
homebound frail elderly, sick, and
disabled.

Meals on Wheels volunteer
training will take place Dec. 3 from
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. on the fourth
floor of the VNA headquarters at

1600 Viceroy Drive in Dallas. The
training will be repeated on Dec.
17 at the same time. There is no
cost to attend.

Volunteers are an essential
part of the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram that provides home-delivered
nutritious meals to the
homebound.

Meals on Wheels
training offered



Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED

Answers for 11-15-2007Answers for 11-15-2007 Answers for 11-15-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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Games and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and PuzzlesGames and Puzzles



606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

OBITUARIES
“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  October 18, 2007

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

REHAB &
SKILLED NURSING

FACILITY

Medicare
Private Rooms

w/ TV & Phone

Call Admissions
972-898-3561
972-579-1919

2021 Shoaf Dr.
(Hwy 183 & O’Connor)
Irving, TX 75061

www.ashford-hall.com

!!!!! Physical Therapy
!!!!! Occupational Therapy
!!!!! Speech Therapy
!!!!! Respiratory Therapy

NEWLNEWLNEWLNEWLNEWLY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVAAAAATEDTEDTEDTEDTED
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TOMIE BRATCHER
Tomie Bratcher, of Irving,

passed away November 17, 2007.
She was born Oct. 6, 1914 in Coo-
per, TX.

Preceded in death by her son
Billy Ray Pamplin; survivors in-
clude her sister Doris Nichols of
Irving; grandson Shelby Pamplin;
and great grandson Christian Ray
Pamplin.

RITA JoANN ARNOLD
      Rita JoAnn
Arnold, of Ft.
Worth, passed
away Novem-
ber 17, 2007.

S h e
was born Nov.
6, 1936 in Dal-

las. She was a member of South
MacArthur Church of Christ.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents William Thomas Sitton and
mother Geraldine Monkton; survi-
vors include her son Thomas
Arnold and wife Cindy, and daugh-
ter Mary Cooper and husband Tim,
all of Irving; sister Martha
Stanphill of Pilot Point; aunt
Ardinell Hill; and grandchildren
Amy Arnold, and Marissa and
Megan Cooper, all of Irving.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 20 at South MacArthur
Church of Christ. Interment fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

GENEVA TIPPIE
Geneva Tippie, age 73, a life-

long resident of Irving died No-
vember 19, 2007 at an Irving hos-
pital.

Born May 18, 1934 in Dallas
to George M. and Beatrice Reeder
Andrews, Geneva married Leo
Artis Tippie on Feb. 6, 1965 in
Dallas. She was a member of the
Baptist church. Geneva devoted
her life to caring for children.
From her own home, she babysat
over three generations of children
from the Irving area.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Leo in 1982, she is survived
by her sons, Gary Smith and wife
Ranu of Mesquite, Richard Smith
of Azle, Jeff Smith of Irving, Roger
Smith and wife Denise of Azle,
Lawrence Smith of Huntsville and
Artis Tippie and wife Theresa of
Flower Mound; brothers, Charles
Andrews and wife Janice of Dal-
las, Durwood Andrews of Dallas
and David Watkins of Wichita
Falls; fourteen grandchildren; and
twenty-four great grandchildren.

Viewing was Tuesday with
formal visitation at the funeral
home. The service was held Nov.
21 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel with Bro. Terry
Barnett officiating. Interment to
follow at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Cal
Farley’s Boys Ranch, P.O. Box
1890, Amarillo, TX 79174-0001.

MAURITA “RITA”
J. HAMMER

    Maurita
“Rita” J. Ham-
mer, 61, of Irv-
ing, passed
away at her
home on Nov.
20, 2007.

S h e
was born March 15, 1946 in Hollis,
OK to Buster and Donna Mills of
Childress, TX. She was employed
by the Irving Police Dept. for the
past 19 years. She began her em-
ployment with the Police Dept. as

a 911 operator and progressed to
Computer Systems Coordinator.
Rita was chosen as IPD Civilian
of Fourth Quarter 2006 and Civil-
ian of the Year 2006. She earned a
Bachelor Degree in Business from
Dallas Baptist University.

Preceded in death by her par-
ents, survivors include her hus-
band of 40 years, William A. Ham-
mer, son Michael Hammer, and
grandchildren Alex and Alison
Hammer, all of Irving; and sister
Sandi Churchill of Rosanky, TX.

A memorial service will be
held at Nov. 27 at Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home. If desired, me-
morial donations may be made to
the IPD Officers Foundation,
American Cancer Research, or Irv-
ing Humane Society.

JO DELL RITTER
    After com-
pleting her
life’s work with
love, compas-
sion and dig-
nity, a country
girl at heart has
gone home to

her Heavenly Father. Jo Dell
Ritter, loving mother, grand-
mother, wife, sister, mother-in-law,
aunt, friend and neighbor received
her glorious reward on 11/19/2007.
We unite to celebrate her life, and
the love she gave so freely. 

Family was her passion, while
cooking, gardening, reading and
gambling (slot machines) were her
joys and hobbies. Her life was truly

an example of the scriptures as she
loved her neighbors, treated every-
one as she herself would like to be
treated, and forgave without lim-
its. 

Proceeded in death by  Robert
W. Hood and Ruth Elizabeth
McCutcheon. Survived by husband
Raymond Ozell Ritter of Irving;
son Randy Ozell Ritter and
Katherine –Musick of Irving; son
and wife Raymond Dale and
Samantha Ritter of Lewisville, TX;
brother Jimmy Hood of Wolff City,
TX; sister Mary Ruth Hinsley of
Quinlan, TX; grandchildren Ryan
and Kristen Ritter of Irving. 

Her warm smile and beautiful
blue eyes will be missed, but the

love she provided us, compassion
that she shared with us and
strength that she showed us will
remain in our hearts and minds
forever. We celebrate this beauti-
ful woman’s life that was so well
lived and cherish the love and
memories that will always be with
us. 

Funeral services were held
Nov. 21 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Rev.
Wally Williams officiating. Inter-
ment at Smith Cemetery, Irving.
Graveside services were held Nov.
20 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens. Arrangements were made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Provided by Rachel Friedman
Domestic violence is one of

the dirty secrets that many people
like to ignore. They convince
themselves it only happens to
strangers. But the truth is that three
women a dau are killed by the
hands of their husband or boy-
friends.

Nearly one-third of American
women report being physically or
sexually abused by a husband or
boyfriend at some point in their
lives, according to the Family Vio-
lence Prevention Fund. They come
from all walks of life and could be
your daughter, sister, friend or
neighbor. So why would a woman
stay with a man who is hurting
her?

Aurea McGarry believes that
many women become stuck in
physically and verbally abusive
relationships because they don’t
immediately recognize what’s hap-
pening.

“The first thing an abusive
man does is separate his spouse
from her friends and family and
keep her isolated,” McGarry said.
“By the time you begin to under-
stand that you’re in an abusive re-
lationship, he’s cut out the legs of
your support system.”

McGarry speaks from experi-
ence. Her first marriage to a
pastor’s son ended badly. She says
her ex-husband was physically and
verbally abusive. Prior to their
wedding when they were just dat-
ing, she misinterpreted his jealousy
for attentiveness.

That naiveté is a contributing
factor to the current epidemic of
teen dating violence. Often, teen-
age girls don’t realize that their
boyfriend’s behavior is abusive;
they believe it is normal or a part
of being in love so they continue
the relationship.

Health experts point to the
growing problem of teen domestic

violence as a link in a vicious cycle.
An estimated three million Ameri-
can women are abused each year.
Because children witness verbal or
physical abuse in their homes, they
begin to believe it is acceptable.
Once they begin dating, many of
them emulate the relationships
they saw as kids. 

“I think we need to begin as
early as elementary school, teach-
ing children what is acceptable and
unacceptable treatment of their fel-
low humans,” McGarry said. “It
should be instilled in young girls
that violence is not acceptable and
love is not supposed to hurt you.”

Another factor that often
keeps women trapped—aside from

fear—is a lack of self-esteem. They
may believe they deserve this type
of treatment; that if they only did
things better the abuse would stop.
McGarry says starting her own
business gave her a sense of ac-
complishment and self-worth. The
recognition she received from col-
leagues boosted her self-esteem
and helped push her in a different
direction; away from her husband.
She says after leaving him, she
came to an amazing realization: no
matter what she tried doing to
please him, it wouldn’t change his
abusive ways.

Aurea McGarry is the author
of the new book “I Won’t
Survive...I’ll Thrive.”

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.Brownmem.com

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town
Services  & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

2007 GALANT LS V6, 20” WHEELS
WAS $25995.00     NOW $18888.00

1990 MONTERO 4X4,
WAS $5995.00     NOW $  2488.00

2004 PONTIAC GRAND AM SE V6
WAS $11995.00     NOW $  7888.00

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER
WAS $15995.00     NOW $11888.00

2005 DODGE NEON SXT
WAS $11995.00     NOW $  8888.00

1993 DIAMANTE
WAS $5995.00     NOW $  2888.00

1997 HONDA ACCORD 4DR
WAS $7995.00     NOW $  3988.00

2007 ES GALANTS’, 3 TO CHOOSE
WAS $19995.00     NOW $14888.00

2006 LANCER ES
WAS $14995.00     NOW $10888.00

2003 DODGE RAM , 20” WHEELS
WAS $15995.00     NOW $11888.00

2001 CHEVY 1500 PICK UP, ONLY 58K MILES
WAS $11995.00     NOW $8888.00

2006 NISSAN MURANO, LEATHER, S.ROOF
WAS $28995.00     NOW $23888.00

 THE TIME TO RALLY YEAR END EVENT”

UP TO $6000.00 REBATE
ON NEW MITSUBISHI’S
GREATEST DEALS ON ALL
PREOWNED INVENTORY!!

Irving

2901 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062

866-288-9411
www.donherring.com

Provided by Ann Hatch
Members of the Dallas County
Community College District’s
(DCCCD) Board of Trustees were
honored collectively by the Asso-
ciation of Community College
Trustees for their efforts to support
and promote equity and diversity
within the district. The trustees
received the ACCT Western Re-
gion Equity Award for 2007 and
were recently acknowledged dur-
ing the association’s annual con-
ference in San Diego, CA.

“We are honored to receive the
Western Region ACCT Equity
Award on behalf of the Dallas
County Community College Dis-
trict,” Jerry Prater, chair of
DCCCD’s board of trustees, said.
“Our board has focused on issues
of equity and diversity for years in
terms of students, faculty, staff, ad-
ministrators, the community, area
businesses and our partners in K-
12 and higher education. I am ex-
cited to see that those efforts were
acknowledged by a national orga-
nization and that we are leading
the way in this area of the country.

“The district’s efforts in the
areas of equity and diversity are in-
tegral to the goals and objectives

of the DCCCD board of trustees.
Those goals and objectives are the
guidelines by which the district op-
erates, conducts business, seeks to
recruit students and works within
the variety of diverse communities
that comprise Dallas County,”
Prater said.

Dr. Wright Lassiter,
DCCCD’s chancellor, nominated
the trustees for the award and ac-
cepted it on behalf of the district
and the board members. ACCT’s
Equity Award is based on the fol-
lowing criteria:
enrollment, including growth in a
diverse student population;
successful completion of students;
participation in better-paying,
higher-mobility college majors
through curriculum offerings, part-
nerships/transfer agreements and/
or financial assistance; campus en-
vironment that meets the needs of
a diverse student population; em-
ployment and promotion practices
that include a commitment to the
employment of a diverse staff and
the provision of resources and the
proper environment for all students
to succeed; involvement of the dis-
trict in minority communities;
diversity of representation on the

district’s board of trustees, com-
mittees and advisory groups; and
diversity among contracting and
vendor participation in the district.

DCCCD’s significant achieve-
ments were submitted in the nomi-
nation for ACCT’s Equity Award. 
Some examples are listed below:

DCCCD’s trustees adopted
goals for achieving student success
(including access, retention, skills
attainment, graduation and trans-
fer); employee success (including
recruitment, hiring, retention and
professional development); eco-
nomic and workforce development
(including strategic alliances, con-
tracts and grants); community de-
velopment and partnerships; busi-
ness/fiscal affairs; and organiza-
tional effectiveness.

The Rising Star program, a
national model that assists students
who graduate from a public Dal-
las County high school with a “B”
average or better and who show
economic need, provides funds for
tuition and books (up to two or
three years). By fall 2006, the pro-
gram had enrolled more than 2,900
students.

Minority students receive as-
sistance from federal programs
such as TRIO and Upward Bound.

The district offers dual credit
courses, tuition free (as authorized
by DCCCD trustees), to area high
schools that participate - saving
students time and money.

Over the past 10 years, the
percentage of minority students
who completed a DCCCD degree
or certificate increased 142% for
African Americans, 298% for
Latino students, 107% for Asians
and 129% for American Indians.

Fall 2006 enrollment reflected
the diversity of the student body,
which comprised the following
ethnic groups: 38.7% Anglo;
24.1% African American; 25.5.%
Hispanic; 8.5% Asian/Pacific Is-
lander; 0.5% Native American;
and 2.6% international.

Equity and diversity efforts
among DCCCD employees include
the Visiting Scholars program,
which brings more diversity to the
faculty ranks; Visions of Excel-
lence, a mentoring program for
new faculty; and minority hiring.

District hiring from 1999 to
2006 for full-time employees in-
cluded increases in the number of
African Americans (66%) Latinos
(72%), Asians (117%), American
Indians (17%) and Anglos
(64%). Among faculty members,
that trend continued with increases
in African Americans (82%),
Latinos (124%), Asians (163%)
and Anglos (1%).

For more information, contact
the DCCCD office of public and
governmental affairs, at 214-860-
2478.

Trustees receive honors
for equity, diversity efforts

Provided by Lori Soderbergh
The American Cancer Society

recently announced a nationwide
initiative to call attention to the
urgent need for quality, affordable
health care for all Americans. As
part of this unprecedented effort,
the Society will devote significant
resources toward an aggressive
public awareness campaign high-
lighting the barriers that average

Americans confront when facing
cancer.

Nationwide, 47 million
Americans are without health in-
surance and Texas has the highest
percentage of uninsured people –
24.1%.

“The American Cancer Soci-
ety believes that, after tobacco use,
lack of access to quality health care
could be the biggest barrier to con-

tinued progress in the fight against
cancer,” Tom Peck, Secretary of
the Dallas board of directors of the
Society, said. “Cancer is the num-
ber one personal health concern of
Americans. Reducing suffering
and death from cancer may only
truly be possible if all Americans
are able to visit their doctor for
regular check ups, early detection
screening tests and prompt, qual-

ity cancer treatment if and when
they need it.”

Through an advertising cam-
paign, which includes television,
print and online components, the
Society tells the stories of real
people who faced cancer diagnoses
and typify the all-too-real stories
of millions of others. One ad fea-
tures “Kathy” who had no insur-
ance when she was diagnosed with
breast cancer. Another ad tells the
story of “Raina” who had insur-
ance when she faced thyroid can-
cer, but still faced financial debt
that resulted in her medical bills
being turned over to collection
agencies.

The public awareness cam-
paign directs people to
www.cancer.org and encourages
them to learn more about access to
quality cancer care and share their
own story.

“People expect that their in-
surance will be sufficient should
they be faced with a major illness,”
Peck said. “Unfortunately, millions
of Americans think they are cov-
ered, but find out too late that their
insurance is inadequate, and as a
consequence they often face sub-
stantial financial burdens, includ-
ing being denied the care they
need. No one should have to
choose between taking care of their
health and paying their bills.”

Through a joint effort with
Georgetown University Health
Policy Institute, the Society has
tracked individual health insur-
ance coverage concerns for cancer
patients, analyzing trends and
emerging issues since 2005.
Through its Health Insurance As-
sistance Service, located in Austin,

telephone specialists help cancer
patients and their caregivers to
navigate the health insurance sys-
tem and understand available op-
tions to pay for care.

As a non-profit organization
with limited resources, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society is only able to
currently provide the service in 28
states, and so far, can only success-
fully help one in every five callers
resolve their health insurance
problems.

The peer-reviewed journal
CANCER has shown that people
who are uninsured, and people
with certain types of public health
insurance, are more likely to be di-
agnosed with more advanced can-
cer compared to those with private
insurance, and as a result, are at
greater risk of death. These pa-
tients face much more difficult and
far more expensive medical treat-
ments, as well as a diminished
quality of life.

“To make the next significant
leap, we have to make it easier for
Americans to get the tests and
treatments they need to fight can-
cer,” Peck said. “It’s a battle the
American Cancer Society is fight-
ing on behalf of every American.”

Campaign spotlights challenges to the U.SCampaign spotlights challenges to the U.SCampaign spotlights challenges to the U.SCampaign spotlights challenges to the U.SCampaign spotlights challenges to the U.S..... Health Care System Health Care System Health Care System Health Care System Health Care System

HELP WANTED
SECURITY
OFFICER

Full time position in Las
Colinas.  Must have one year se-
curity experience, no arrest
record &  available to work
weekends and evenings.  $ 10.00
per hour.  Call 972-691-7599 M-
F,  9-5
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TXU ENERGY IN
TM ADVERTISING OUT

TXU Energy announced plans to relocate its down-
town Dallas operations to Irving-Las Colinas in the
TM Advertising building at 6555 Sierra Drive (ad-
jacent to Microsoft’s Las Colinas campus on SH-
161). On the flipside of the transaction, TM Adver-
tising will relocate from Irving to Comerica Bank
Tower in downtown Dallas, which formerly housed
part of TXU Energy. TXU Energy will lease the
entire 247,000 sq ft of the Sierra Drive location,
which TM Advertising had been trying to sublease
for the past two years. TXU Energy has reportedly
signed a 12-year lease in Las Colinas and TM Ad-
vertising signed a three-year lease in Comerica Bank
Tower. TM Advertising will be out of the Las
Colinas building by the end of the year. TXU En-
ergy will move into Las Colinas’ facility in the first
quarter of 2008. TXU Energy is a competitive re-
tailer that provides electricity and related services
to more than 2.1 million electricity customers in
Texas. The employment base of the building will
more than double with TXU Energy’s relocation to
Irving.
 

LAUTH PROPERTY ANNOUNCES
TOWNE LAKE BUSINESS CENTER

The Lauth Property Group announced plans to build
976,520 sq ft of modern, industrial bulk distribu-
tion facilities in Irving just off Valley View Lane
and Frye Road. The City of Irving already pre-ap-
proved the property for Freeport inventory rebates.
Construction will begin by early 2008.
 

EFJ INC CREATES COO POSITION
Irving-based EFJ Inc. named Massoud Safavi to a
newly created position of chief operating officer.
Safavi will lead an operating team that includes
quality, sales and marketing, engineering, opera-
tions, customer service, administration and infor-
mation technology. EFJ makes secure communica-
tions devices for first responders in public safety
and public service, the federal government and other
industries.
 

tour of the school. The next Residential Realtor Forum
will be an overview of the Carrollton-Farmers Branch
ISD on Feb. 8th at Ranchview High School.
 

BOTELER, MAHONEY & GRAY RELOCATES
The Boteler, Mahoney & Gray law firm relocated from
Dallas into new offices in the Summit office building at
545 E. John Carpenter Freeway, Suite 300. Bill Mahoney
serves on Irving’s Economic Development Advisory
Council.
 

RETAIL CENTER CHANGES OWNERSHIP
RNHB Corporation purchased a 21,000 sq ft retail cen-
ter at 3701 N. Belt Line Road from Atlantic Oil and Gas.
Major tenants include Blockbuster, Papa John’s Pizza
and John Pace Allstate Agency.
 
PEKOWSKI WINS ANGEL OF GRACE AWARD

Linda Pekowski of Irving-based Expo Group received
the Angel of Grace Award from Grapevine Relief and

ALLSTATE OFFICES RECOGNIZED
Two Irving Allstate offices received the Allstate Honor
Ring Award for their high standards in customer satis-
faction, customer retention and profitability. Those agen-
cies were: Vickie Lindquist Allstate Agency at 3213 N.
MacArthur Boulevard and the Yousaf Alvi Allstate
Agency at 1625 N. Story Road.

RESIDENTIAL REALTORS
UPDATED ABOUT IRVING ISD

A successful Residential Realtor Forum was hosted Nov.
14th with Michael Hill, IISD Board of Trustees Presi-
dent, Superintendent Jack Singley and Robbin Wall,
Principal of the Academy of Irving ISD presenting the
realtors with an update on the Irving ISD and success
stories. Students from the Academy gave the realtors a

Community Exchange. She was honored for her
work with the nonprofit group, including her help
with the Grace Gala.
 

IRVING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TAKES FIRST PLACE

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce received the first place award in Economic
Development from the Texas Chamber of Commerce
for its new Irving-Las Colinas Marketing Center.
 

MARGIN TAX SEMINAR
The State Comptroller’s office will host a free semi-
nar in Arlington on Nov. 13th to introduce taxpayers
to the revised Texas franchise tax and help them
learn how to calculate the tax. The seminars will
benefit current franchise taxpayers and the approxi-
mately 200,000 new entities that will file franchise
tax reports (“margin tax”) for the first time, begin-
ning with reports due on or after Jan. 1, 2008. Three
hours of CPE and CLE credit are available for each
presentation. To reserve a seat, contact the Arling-
ton Chamber of Commerce at 817-543-4301 or e-
mail lgriffin@arlingtontx.com. The seminar is from
8:30 a.m. until noon in the Bob Duncan Center, 2800
S. Center Street.
 

DEVRY UNIVERSITY CAREER FAIR
DeVry University will hold its Network Connec-
tion Career Fair on Wednesday, Dec. 12th, 1:00 –
3:00 p.m. at its Irving Campus. To participate in
the Career Fair, please contact Terrence Hood at
972-929-9358. The focus of the Fair will be DeVry’s
February 2008 graduates, alumni and Keller Gradu-
ate School.
 
The Irving Economic Development Partnership ini-
tiated six new projects this fiscal year for either
relocation or expansion in Irving, and continues to
manage 21 similar projects carried over from the
previous fiscal year.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
DIAMOND INVESTORS

City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

Oncor Electric Delivery

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

By Jess Paniszczyn
DCET, Belive in Yourself,

Inc., hosted its third annual Silent
Hero Awards luncheon in the Cen-
tral Library on Nov. 15.

Ray Cerda, Angela Leal and
Juan Carlos Reynoso were honored
as Silent Heroes. Addtionally,
Beverly Adams, Katherine Chang-
Dress and Fletcher Yates were rec-
ognized with DCET’s first Awards
for Outstanding Community Ser-
vice.

“The Silent Hero event is unit-
ing the diversity of Irving,” Elvia
Wallace-Martinez, executive direc-
tor of DCET, said. “We honored
the three heroes, Angela, Ray and
Juan Carlos, for their community
service, which ties into DCET. But
then Beverly, Katherine and
Fletcher have not worked directly
with DCET. They have been in-
strumental in volunteer service to
the community by being on boards
and organizing special events. So
we are now one family. The mis-
sion is not only to contribute to the
welfare of our community with
their unwavering and self-less sup-
port, but be part of it so we can all
grow as one family. We are all di-
verse.

“We opened nominations for
the Silent Hero award through our
newsletter on the Internet. We were
bombarded with nominations. It
was hard to come up with one Si-
lent Hero. Finally, we decided that
if the event is going to grow to be
a fundraising event, it would help

us to work with more people,” she
said.

DCET’s past president Sharon
Barbosa-Crain believes DCET fills
a void for immigrants who come
to Irving in the hope of becoming
part of the community.

“DCET is a significant orga-
nization. It was the first organiza-
tion of its kind in the city of Irv-
ing. This organization concen-
trates on helping immigrants as-
similate into the community,”
Barbosa-Crain said.

“It is a myth that immigrants
come into this country and into the
city of Irving and do not want to
assimilate or learn the language.
DCET’s programs are always full.
In fact, the library’s programs, the
city’s programs, the churches’ pro-
grams and other organization’s
programs that teach language
skills are always full and have
waiting lists. DCET is part of that
great movement to help people.

“The awards that were given
today were presented to people who
are sometimes overlooked. These
folks are people who have devoted
many hours to activities they don’t
get paid for. They don’t always get
the recognition that one might
want to see. Today was an oppor-
tunity for this organization to reach
out and pull together a group of
people who are making a signifi-
cant difference in the life of this
community and recognize them.
This also allows us to clearly see
the good things that are happen-
ing in our community,” she said.

Awards honor
community heroes

Fletcher Yates says a few words after being recognized by DCET.

Son Luu, fourth grader at Good Elementary School, puts his mark
on a car at the Beat the Car booth during annual Family Faculty
Club Carnival.

Carnival at Good


