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Families displaced by pre-holiday fires
By Jess Paniszczyn
Two recent apartment fires in
Irving not only destroyed property,
but also left scores of people without homes. Nineteen units of the
La Hacienda Apartments on
O’Connor burned on Monday, Nov.

24. Then on the following Friday, a
fire at the Eagle Crest Apartments
on Northgate displaced about 25
residents.
“Irving is definitely a community that has been impacted by
apartment fires. We have had two

substantial fires in a week’s time,”
said Anita Foster, the Metroplex
Communications Officer with the
American Red Cross. “In the cases
of these two apartment fires, they
were devastating fires. The fires
moved quickly, and they were very

hot.
“The first one came in the overnight hours on Monday. When we
got the call, we thought there were
about 12 units affected. So we were
really anticipating between 24 and
36 people affected. When we got
on the scene though, there were 81
people displaced by the fire, which
damaged 19 units. There were large
families with children, and it was
freezing cold outside. Thankfully
the families escaped, but when they

got outside, they were literally in
their pajamas and socks.
“We were able to provide some
sweats, socks, blankets and shoes
we carry on our disaster relief vehicles right there for the families.
Some of the folks did have loved
ones in the area who came and
picked them up after hearing about
the fire on the news in the early
morning hours. But about 35 people
had nowhere to go. So we opened
See FAMILIES, Page 6

Making a difference
one shoebox at a time

By Jess Paniszczyn
The spirit of Thanksgiving was
shared throughout Irving as individual volunteers and churches
worked to provide traditional turkey dinners to more than 2,000
people in Irving. For 15 years, Serv-

ing Irving has brought together
hundreds of volunteers, who work
to share this uniquely American
holiday with others.
A partnership between Willow
Bend Church in Plano, Irving’s Oak
View Baptist Church and its five

Volunteers with Serving Irving organize and set up a Thanksgiving
Day meal for residents of a local apartment complex.

Spanish speaking missions and
volunteers from Hope Fellowship,
cooked 86 turkeys and all the trimmings. In the early morning hours,
Angelos Spaghetti and Pizza House
opened their kitchen for food preparation while other cooks worked in
Oak View Baptist’s kitchen.
“We contacted 16 apartment
complexes, so we organize the dinners on a community by community basis,” said Jim Gerlach Pastor
of Oak View Baptist Church. “It is a
complete delivery situation. We
take the dinners to them. In addition, the City’s Housing and Human Services Department contacted us, so we are going to deliver meals to a homeless shelter.
“Our volunteers love this program. It is a way to demonstrate
Thanksgiving as well as to feel it. It
is a chance to help others and demonstrate the love of God in a very
See TRADITIONAL, Page 12
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Turkeys help spread goodwill

have to go there. You don’t have to
get shots. You don’t pay for a plane
ticket.

Irving Rambler $0.25

The Irving Fire Department works to control a blaze at the Eagle Crest Apartments.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Can a shoebox change the
world? Maybe not. However, for underprivileged and impoverished children around the world, a shoebox
filled with toys, candy and other
gifts can provide a message of hope
and love.
Through Operation Christmas
Child, Irving residents expressed
their generosity to kids a world
away. For the past several years,
North Irving Baptist Church has
served as the first step in a long
process of collecting, sorting and
distributing these boxes.
“Franklin Graham, who is Billy
Graham’s son, founded Samaritan’s
Purse, which has supported Operation Christmas Child for over 30
years,” Pastor Brian Hale said. “Our
church has served as a relay center
for the program for about six or
seven years. The shoe boxes go
from here to First Baptist Hurst,
then to Denver, which is a processing center. The boxes are then distributed to all kinds of different
countries, all over the world. Most
of the boxes we collect go to Central America and South America.
“It is a conscious way to be a
part of going somewhere else without paying to go there. You put in
seven dollars to help pay for the
shipping. You buy the items and
find or pay for a shoe box. You are
looking at about $20 to be able to
impact the life of some child you
will probably never see or hear from.
But you are able to do mission work
for that kind of money. You don’t

Community Calendar
www.irvingrambler.com
December 1 at 7:30pm
Grief Support - “When Grief Comes
Home for Christmas” will be the discussion at 7:30 p.m. in the Hill Room,
Holy Family of Nazareth Church,
2323 Cheyenne Street, Irving. Call
972-252-5521 for more information.
Christmas and grieving don’t fit
together. Christmas is supposed to
be joyful, lively, and cheery. Grief is
not. Yet the reality is that grieving
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“The Newspaper Irving Reads”
becomes an inseparable part of your
Christmas experience when you
have lost a loved one.
December 1 from 10:30am - noon
Volunteer Training - Meals on
Wheels volunteer training will take
place 10:30 a.m. until noon at the
Visiting Nurse Association’s headquarters, 1440 W. Mockingbird
Lane in Dallas. There is no cost to
attend. For additional information
contact
214-689-2210
or
coxbe@vnatexas.org.

December 1 at 11:00am
Super Lunch - The Salvation Army
of Irving will host its 16th annual
Super Lunch benefiting the community center’s services and programs at the Four Season’s Hotel.
Tickets are $65. For more information, call 972-438-6553.
December 2 at 6:00
Republican Club Meeting - Greater
Irving Republican Club meets at
Spring Creek, 3515 W. Airport Frwy.
6:00 meet and greet, 7:00 p.m. program. www.irvingrepublicanclub
.com
December 4 from 11am-3pm.
Career Fair - The RecruitMilitary
Career Fair event will take place at
Texas Stadium from 11am-3pm. This
event is intended to help our recently returning troops and other
veterans and service members, and
their spouses find jobs. Veterans
will be able to interview with national, regional, & local employers.
This event is produced in cooperation with President Bush’s National
Hire Veterans Committee (Hire Vets
First), The American Legion, and
the Military Spouse Corporate Career Network (MSCCN).
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December 5 from 11am - 2pm
Shredding - Shredding event will
be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
drop-off recycling center located at
State Highway 183 and O’Connor
Boulevard. Look for the Shred
Document Destruction truck in the
parking lot near the recycling center. Residents are limited to two file
boxes. For more information, call
972-721-2324.
December 5from 5:30 - 7:30pm
A Celtic Christmas - A Celtic Christmas is the theme for this year’s holiday celebration at the Irving Arts
Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Experience Celtic-themed sights,
sounds and family friendly activities throughout the month of
December.The Holiday Open
House will feature live entertainment, art projects, decorated trees,
visits with Santa Claus, refreshments and more. The free event will
run from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The Hunt
Family Fiddlers Concert will present
a free concert at Carpenter Performance Hall following the Holiday
Open House at 7:30 p.m. Chock full
of high-powered step dancing, fast
fiddling and Celtic tunes, this ninemember, award-winning family of

Irish step dancers, fiddlers and singers has entertained audiences
across the world. View colorful, creative and festive trees decorated by
Irving parent-teacher organizations
and vote for a favorite during the
16th Annual Holiday Exhibition and
Tree Decorating Competition
through Dec. 31. For a full list of
holiday activities, call 972-252ARTS or visit www.irvingartscenter
.com.
VFW Collects Canned Food
VFW Post 2494 Irving and Auxiliaries are collecting canned food to
be placed in the annual Christmas
baskets delivered to families in need
in Irving and Grand Prairie during
the week prior to Christmas. Needed
are cans of vegetables such as
green beans, peas, and corn along
with cans of fruit of all types, cranberry sauce, peanut butter plus
non-perishables such as boxed
stuffing mix, flour, sugar, etc. Any
amount from one can to one case
or more that can be delivered to the
Post will be greatly appreciated.
VFW 2494 is located at 3375 Belt
Line Road, just south of Shady
Grove. For directions to the Post
and further information, call 972790-1611.

POLICE & FIRE
Auto/Pedestrian Accident/Class ‘A’ Major: 11-20-08 A vehicle
traveling north bound
in the 3400 block of N.
Belt Line Rd. struck a 31 year-old
male as he attempted to cross Belt
Line Rd. from east to west. The victim sustained serious injuries and
was transported to Parkland
Hospital. Hit and Run was
notified. The investigation remains
pending. The victim’s last known
condition was classified as serious.
Assist Officer: 11-20-08 Officers
White and Hunt were investigating a complaint of deadly conduct
on Oakdale. White located the suspect at a residence on Tracey Court.
When White contacted the suspect,
the suspect tried to flee inside his
residence. White began to fight
with the suspect outside the residence and ended up at the front
door when Hunt arrived. Hunt deployed his tazer allowing White to
disengage. When Hunt went hands
on the suspect to take him into custody, the suspect bit Hunt in the
arm causing a severe bite wound.
White, Hunt and the suspect suffered non-life threatening injuries.
Hunt and White went to Irving
Baylor for follow up. The suspect
was transported to Irving jail after
treatment by IFD
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Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Nov 20 - 26, 2008
Irving Fire Department responded to 386 incidents.

The Fire incidents
105 Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls
6 Structure Fires
4 Special Operations
2 Vehicle Fires

Major Accidents
Major Medical
Heart Attacks
Difficulty Breathing
Trauma Related
CPR Situations

Comments:
11-22: Three alarm fire at 3808 Esters Rd. Two firefighters were
treated for injuries. Cause is under investigation. One alarm fire at
10227 N. Macarthur was mitigated by the first alarm companies. No
injuries were reported. Cause is under investigation.

Aggravated Robbery/Aggravated
Assault: 11-21-08 at 9:41 p.m. A
male suspect approached a woman
(victim) leaving the Walgreens
at1050 W. Shady Grove, and entering her vehicle. The suspect displayed a handgun, entered the
victim’s vehicle and demanded the
victim’s purse. The suspect then
struck the victim in the mouth with
the handgun causing her injury,
grabbed the purse, and fled. IFD
responded and treated victim for
minor injury. The suspect was located and arrested. The handgun
and property were recovered.
Apartment Fire: 11-21-08 at 10:30
p.m. Officers were dispatched to a
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three alarm structure fire at the
Eagle Crest Apartments. The building was fully engulfed. All occupants were safely evacuated. There
were no injuries. The displaced residents were provided shelter by the
apartment management. The cause
of the fire is unknown at this time.
IFD is conducting the follow-up
investigation. The Red Cross responded to the location.
Aggravated Robbery: 11-25-08 at
9:38 a.m. The suspect entered The
Cash Store in the 4100 block of W.
Airport Freeway. The suspect displayed a hand gun and fled with
money. No Injuries were reported.
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Reaching out to help others when money is tight
By Jason Alderman
During the holiday season,
many people reflect on what they
can do to help those less fortunate.
In 2007, caring Americans gave a
record $306.4 billion in charitable
donations – which doesn’t even
include the countless hours spent
on volunteer activities.
But during this recent economic turmoil, many folks are being forced to cut back on contributions as they themselves face increasing hardships. This is particularly bad timing since food banks,
disaster relief organizations and
other charities need our help now
more than ever.

So what can you do to help
others while safeguarding your own
family’s well being? Here are a few
ideas to stretch your charitable
contributions:
Donate your time. Charities always gladly accept cash, but many
run on shoestring budgets with
minimal staff, so your time and expertise may be just as valuable. Numerous organizations can match
you up with local charities that suit
your interests, including Network
for Good (www.networkforgood
.org), Volunteer Match (www.vol
unteermatch.org) and Volunteer
Solutions (www.volunteersolution
s.org).

Candlelight
Memorial Service
Saturday
December 6th
at 5pm

Memorial Tree
All December

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home
1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

972-554-1031

Although you can’t take a federal income tax deduction for your
time, you can deduct mileage and
certain expenses related to your
volunteer activities at IRS-qualified, tax-exempt organizations. IRS
Publication 526 explains how tax deductions for charitable contributions work and Publication 78 lists
all IRS-approved organizations
(www.irs
.gov).
Bang for your buck. Make sure
any non-profit organizations to
which you donate are well-run and
contribute at least 75 percent of contributions they receive to programs

that serve their beneficiaries, as
opposed to being spent on their
own salaries and expenses. Several
online rating services can help you
research potential recipients of
your generosity, including
w w w. c h a r i t y n a v i g a t o r. o r g ,
www.guidestar.org and the Better
Business Bureau (www.give.org).
Non-cash contributions. If
you’re strapped for cash, there are
many other valuable items you can
pass along to charity. For example:
Clean out your closets and
donate unneeded clothes, appliances, furniture and other items to
non-profit organizations that spon-

sor thrift shops, like Goodwill Industries (www.goodwill.org) or
your local religious or AIDS service
organizations. Just be sure they’re
on the IRS-approved list above.
Many organizations accept donated frequent flyer miles. One great
program, the Make a Wish Foundation (www.wish.org), estimates it
needs over 2.5 billion miles a year
to fulfill the travel needs of the sick
children they help. Check airline
websites for links to organizations
that accept their miles.
Local food pantries and homeless shelters always need food conSee GENEROUS, Page 4

Keeping finances in the black
this Thanksgiving weekend
Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the holiday season, and for
many consumers, is the kickoff for
holiday shopping. In fact, the day
after Thanksgiving is commonly
known as “Black Friday,” because
retailers typically go from being unprofitable (in the “red”) to profitable (in the “black”). Last year’s
Black Friday sales totaled nearly
$10.3 billion, according to the
ShopperTrak National Retail Sales
Estimate (NRSE). Retailers aren’t
expecting this year’s numbers to be
as strong, but many have plans to
slash prices further in an effort to
draw bigger crowds.
”Unfortunately, beginning the
holiday shopping season by blowing your budget can lead to debt
that lingers well into the New Year,”
said Marianne Gray D’Aquila, president of Money Management International (MMI). “There are many
ways to keep costs down and, as
usual, the most important one is to
plan ahead.”
To help create a smart spending plan to take you from Black Friday through the holidays, consider
the following tips from credit counselors at MMI:
Start with a thrifty and tasteful
meal. Start the holiday off right by
keeping Thanksgiving meal costs
in check. Consider making your
meal potluck-guests are typically
more than happy to bring a dish to
share. Keep your eyes open for
coupons and specials at nearby
grocery stores. Also, avoid expensive name brands when it really
won’t make a difference.
Develop a plan. Thrifty holiday shopping requires a plan. First,
figure out who’s on your gift list
and determine how much you plan
to spend for each person. To prevent the urge to overspend, use
cash and leave your credit cards at
home. Realize that the holidays involve more expenses than just gifts.
In fact, studies show that consumers should budget more than $500
for non-gift expenses such as
travel, entertaining and decorations.
Consider cyber-shopping.
When done correctly, shopping
online can help-you will save a lot
of time and comparison shopping
is a breeze. You won’t be alone comScore reports that online retail
spending in 2007 was strong on
both Thanksgiving Day (up 29 percent to $272 million) and “Black Friday” (up 22 percent to $531 million),
outpacing the season-to-date

growth rate. Do be cautious when
shopping online: Most online purchases are made with a credit card
so be sure to monitor your spending and your balances.
Think outside the mall. Get creative. Great gifts don’t necessarily
have to cost a lot of money. Make
homemade jam, pick flowers from
your garden or assemble a photo

album. Give vouchers good for five
hours of yard work, ten back rubs,
or a weekend of baby-sitting. You
can create free personalized gift certificates at www.Regiftable.com
Lastly, remember that holiday
memories should last a lifetime. The
spirit of the season is far more important than the monetary value of
the gifts you give.

KINGDOM SENIOR SOLUTIONS

469-713-1862
OPEN ENROLLMENT
NOVEMBER 15TH – DECEMBER. 31ST
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW
Qualified Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage Plans
PART D Prescription Drug Plans
1400 W. Irving Blvd. Ste., 201
Irving, TX. 75061

Joan Black Van Zandt
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Museum seeks can openers to expand collection
When Peter Durand patented
the first metal can for the British
Navy in 1810, he overlooked one important point - how to get the can
open once it was sealed.
“The first cans were made of
solid iron and they were heavier than
the food inside the can,” said Elizabeth Pearce, senior curator, Southern Food and Beverage Museum.
“To get the food out, one literally
had to use a hammer and chisel.”
Pearce says that it was only
when thinner cans were created in
the 1860s - nearly 50 years later that a can opener could be invented.
“The first can opener was created by Ezra Warner of Waterbury,
Connecticut, in 1858,” she said. “It
looked somewhat like a bent bayonet and you had to jam it into the
can and then forcibly rotate around
the edge of the can. It was difficult.
“People did not have this type
of can opener in their homes. It was
only in stores, so the cans were
opened by clerks in the store before
the customer left.”
The Southern Food and Beverage Museum faces a similar situation as the British Navy - it has thousands of cans but no can openers.
“We have an exhibition titled

‘Canstruction’,” Pearce said. “Every year, architecture firms throughout the country participate in a competition in which they create sculptures out of canned goods. The
sculptures are disassembled and
donated to a local food bank. We
have a can sculpture on exhibit in
the museum. We are creating a companion exhibition of historic can
openers to compliment the can exhibition. We are seeking vintage can
openers to put into the display and
into our collection.”
The museum is looking for can
openers that are both historic and
commonplace examples of the past.
Old can openers that are wall
mounted. Openers that consist of
one piece or of multiple pieces.

Openers that feature the classic
wheel design. Openers that have
unique features and advertising slogans. Examples of old electrical can
openers - the first electrical version
was created in 1931 though it
reached mass market in 1957. Old
cans, such as the original heavy examples made of iron.
“The use of can openers didn’t
really become widespread until
roughly 1930,” said Pearce. “But
there are older versions that deserve
to be placed into a museum collection. For example, during the Civil
War, Union troops received Warner’s
can opener along with their rations
of canned food. In 1866, a man
named J. Osterhoudt patented the
tin can with a key opener that we

see with sardine cans.”
Pearce says that can openers
are important artifacts that document the culinary history of man.
“At the Southern Food and
Beverage Museum, we get excited
about things like can openers,” she
said. “They are valuable in that they
provide a picture of where we have
been and where we are going.”
Those who make donations will
be recognized in Southern Food and

Workshop elves needed
for VNA gift wrap

Generous
Generous,, creative donations
Continued from page 3

tributions, especially around the
holidays. Many also will accept and
distribute toiletry items, so the next
time you buy two-for-one toothpaste, set one tube aside for a needy
family.
Adopt a family. Numerous social and religious organizations

sponsor programs that will align
you with a family in crisis. You can
provide services as wide-ranging as
helping them to pay rent to educational tutoring to playing Santa
Claus for homeless children.
Tap your employer. Many companies will match a portion of their
employees’ donations to IRS-approved non-profit organizations or
educational institutions. Ask your
Human Resources department if
your company offers such a program.
Scam alert. Be wary of unsolicited calls or emails seeking contributions to organizations that sound
legitimate but may not be. Visit the
organization’s website independently (not through an email link)
and look them up on the online rating services mentioned above. And
never give out your credit card number or personal information unless
you initiated the contact yourself.
One last suggestion that won’t
cost a dime: Donate blood. I can’t
think of any better way to literally
save lives.

Elves help wrap holiday gifts through the Visiting Nurse Association’s
annual Holiday Gift Wrap.
Provided by Robert Smith
are also needed, as well as full-size
The Visiting Nurse Association toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo, and
will be holding its annual Holiday lotion.
Gift Wrap on December 2 from 10
These and other small presents
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Dec. 3 – 4 from 2 will be delivered in gift bags by the
– 8 p.m. at the Visiting Nurse Visiting Nurse Association to paAssociation’s Patrick and Beatrice tients during the month of DecemHaggerty Center on 1440 W. Mock- ber, in addition to Meals on Wheels
ingbird Lane in Dallas.
recipients in Dallas County on
Elves and other volunteers are Christmas morning.
needed to wrap gifts that will be
Additional information about
delivered during the Christmas sea- VNA’s Holiday Gift Wrap can be
son to homebound elderly, sick, and obtained by contacting Betsy Cox
disabled individuals.
at
214-689-2210
or
Donations of toothbrushes, coxbe@vnatexas.org.
washcloths, and white tube socks

WORSHIP
Church of Christ
North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062
972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

Disciples of Christ

Independent Bible

Southern Baptist

Berean Memorial Church

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church

1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060
972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org
Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church
1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center
FH 103
214.404.1899
www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060
972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org
Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am
Traditional Worship - 10:45am

The Irving Rambler provides a WORSHIP section to bring people
of similar beliefs together. The Irving Rambler does not accept
submission of a listing as a commitment to publish. Publication of a
listing does not create an obligation to continue publishing. The
Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any listing for
any reason. Any listing promoting hate groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published. E-mail addresses will only be
published if included in the copy of your listing.
Listings may include your religious organization’s name, address, telephone number, website url & meeting times.

LISTING PRICES
Per line

$1.00

Beverage Museum publications and
on its website/email newsletters. In
some cases, donations as well as
shipping costs may be eligible for
tax deductions when donors get the
appropriate appraisals from independent sources.
The Southern Food and Beverage Museum is located in New Orleans, LA. For more information, visit
www.southerfood.org.

From 6 months to one year $7.47

To purchase WORSHIP section listing
call 214-675-9445.

4034 W. Pioneer Drive
Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828
www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

United
Methodist

United Methodist

First United
Methodist Church

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

211 W. Third St, Irving
75060
972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org
Sundays 10:30am
Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between MacArthur &
Story)
972.255.4185
www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

The Irving Rambler
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Standard serving of beer, wine, mixed
drink all contain same amount of alcohol
ing people that a standard serving
of different types of drinks contains
the same amount of alcohol, THA
believes people will make more informed decisions about responsible drinking when they aware of
the facts,” Knox said.
“Beer has the same effect as
straight scotch. One 12-ounce beer
has as much alcohol as a 1.5-ounce
shot of whiskey or a 5-ounce glass
of wine,” according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
THA offers these reminders for
a safe and responsible holiday season:
Do drink responsibly and in
moderation.
Do have a designated driver.
Don’t drink alcohol if you are
taking medicine – either prescription or over-the-counter.

A typical serving of beer, wine
or distilled spirits contains the same
amount of alcohol.
Don’t drink alcohol if you are
pregnant or nursing.
You must be 21 years old to
legally purchase and consume beverage alcohol.
“Please don’t kid yourself into
thinking beer or wine is less potent
than a mixed drink. In your body, all
alcohol is the same,” he said.

ONLINE

Provided by Rickey Dailey
As Thanksgiving kicks off the
holiday season, the Texas Hospitality Association (THA) reminds
Texans to “know their alcohol” and
to drink responsibly as they gather
for traditional celebrations and with
family and friends.
“Remember, a drink is a drink
is a drink. Most people believe that
a typical mixed drink is more potent
than a 5-ounce glass of wine or a
12-ounce beer, even though the alcohol content in all three is the
same. It is important that people are
aware of the facts and know their
alcohol as they celebrate this holiday season,” said THA President
Ricky Knox.
“THA is working to dispel the
myth that there are differences between distilled spirits and beer or
wine. Alcohol is alcohol. By inform-
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IRVING SPORTS
Blazers looking forward to new season
By Lotis Butchko
The North Lake College Blazers men’s basketball team has just
started the season and is looking
for a repeat performance of last year.
The Blazers, who won the National Junior College Athletic Association Division III national championship, have worked hard this offseason to insure a good year.
They return starting point
guard Nathan Pratt, power forward
Chris Carter, guard Steve Johunkin
and center Yousef Taha. Each of the
four played a large part in last year’s
national championship.
Originally the team planned to
have eight starters back, but with
the loss of players to scholarship
schools, the team was not able to
maintain its core.
“I think its going to be a good
season, we look really good,” Carter
said.
The team recently returned from
a tournament in Colorado. Despite
not having Taha or Carter the team
went a respectable 1-2.
At 3-3, the Blazer’s are still looking to find their niche.
“I feel pretty comfortable,”
head coach Tim McGraw said. “But

we are in a tough division and there
are no easy weeks.”
One thing is for sure, the Blazers have a long season ahead of
them, despite being voted number
four in the preseason rankings,
teams like Richland College and
Brookhaven are returning lots of
players and are eager to avenge the
losses that kept them from going to
the national championship last year.
Richland returns nine players
this year and expects to do very
well.

FREE
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
In response to the current economic
situation, the Irving Rambler is offering to individuals only any classified
ad selling merchandise from puppy
dogs to cars at no cost! Also garage
sales! Ads must adhere to a 20 word
maximum size. These ads will only be
accepted through e-mail to
bobs@irvingrambler.com. No ads will
be accepted over the phone. Ads will
be accepted only during October and
November and will only be allowed to
run for up to three weeks.

“I am still pretty upset about
last season,” Jon Felmet, head
coach of Richland said. “We had a
big lead on [North Lake] in the playoffs and blew it.”
Even though the season is
early, the Blazers are optimistic.
Pratt was voted as a top returning
player in the district and he hopes
to continue his success from last
season.
“Last year we had a great year,”
Pratt said. “But it’s a whole new
season and we have to really work
for it.”

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
AUTO
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

1989 Chevrolet 2500
PICKUP Silverado
Extended Cab, LOW
MILES 1 owner
$2500. 469-450-7218

HELP
WANTED

ITEMS
FOR SALE

ITEMS
FOR FREE

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Part-Time
Dog wash attendant
972-252-7908 Groom
& Zomm Dog Wash

4 Window A/C units,
about one year old.
Your choice $50 each
972-259-7000

WORK
WANTED

1987 Chevy truck
hood, left driver’s door,
right & left front fenders.
$15 each part. Call
Bob 972-255-6932

Average condition White washed oak
kitchen/dining table with
butterfly leaf and
matching chairs. Free
to whoever will haul it
away.
Kerri Miene
972-253-1966 office

3/1/1 house for rent
123 Wanda Dr. $950/
month rent, $900
deposit
972-259-7000

HANDY HELPER
Help you organize
your home
be your Personal
Assistant
Run errands, Holiday
help with your
shopping,wrapping,
decorating,
baking, etc.
214-766-7961
or 972-254-2126

Delivery / Courier
Computers, phone,
Irving/Metroples area.
Appointments only.
972-254-2603 Business
dress and excellent
driving record required.

LEGAL
NOTICE
APARTMENT
FOR SALE

White Amana Gas
Stove
214-675-6493
FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels CollectionTreasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

APARTMENT
FOR RENT
FOR RENTHuge upstairs room,
Pvt. bath, Kitch. Priv.
All bills paid. $550/
month, $275 deposit.
Avail. 12/01/08. CALL
972 7903599

HOUSE
FOR SALE
1716 John Smith Dr,
Irving
972-254-7200
4 bedroom,
huge family room,
sunroom and
workroom, large trees,
fenced yard, move-in
ready

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together. When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish. Publication of an advertisement does not create
an obligation to continue publishing. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason. Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published. E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

LOST
PETS
WANTED
TO BUY
GARAGE
SALES

HELP
WANTED

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.
ANTIQUES
FOR SALE

PETS
FOR SALE

ADVERTISING PRICES
Per line

$1.20

Bold, Caps, border

$7.00

Page 6

November 27, 2008

www.irvingrambler.com

The Irving Rambler

Families need immediate assistance after homes burn
Continued from page 1

a shelter in Irving at the Senter Park
Recreation Center.
“It is a shelter we have used
many times, and the city is wonderful about opening the doors whenever we need it. Throughout the
day, we encouraged people affected
by the fire to come to Senter Park to
receive assistance from the Red
Cross.”
The process of disaster relief
begins before most family members
fully comprehend the extent of their
loss.
“Essentially, right on the curb
we make sure people are safe and
they have something to wear. Then
we start looking at what the next
steps are. Stop and imagine what it
is like when you lose everything
you own in a fire. At the end of the
day, you have nothing. You don’t
have groceries. You can’t make a
cup of coffee. You have no clothes.
You have absolutely nothing except whatever you wore to bed the
night before. That is pretty overwhelming for families.
“At the Red Cross, our job is
to start with basic human needs.

We provide essentially a credit card.
We load it with a balance. People
can take it immediately from the
scene of the fire, go to the store
and purchase what they need for
their family.
“We also make sure every family has a place to stay. Without the
Red Cross, the bottom line is so
many families would wind up sleeping in their cars or in their burned
out house. When we respond to
disasters we know that statistically,
most people are going to need help
from us, because 87 percent of the
fire victims we help are uninsured.
“After the La Hacienda fire,
there were no available apartments
in the complex. Therefore, the solution to housing people is not as
simple as the apartment manager
just opening up some other units
and people move right in without
worrying about security deposits
or other fees.
“We help those people with
rental assistance and getting a new
apartment, so they don’t have to
suffer the consequence of having
to pay rent and a security deposit

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where
Where Irving Meets & Eats”
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor
BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

For Take Out Call

(972) 253-7335

SPECIALS
EVERY
DAY!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years
Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383
IN GOD WE TRUST

again after they have already paid
it where they lived previously,” she
said.
Even in the best situations,
people need help with the basics.
“Later that same week, was the
Eagle Crest Apartment fire. That
was a pretty drastic fire as well with
about 25 people displaced. In just
two fires in Irving, we had over 100
people who had nowhere to go.
“The Eagle Crest apartment
manager was great. She worked
with some neighboring apartments,
so they were able to find housing
for those people. It is great to have
a place to stay, but they still had no
food, clothing or supplies. So we
provided that assistance.
“Just in direct financial assistance, loading money onto those
credit cards, we provided almost
$14,000 to the families who had the
greatest losses from both those
fires,” Foster said.
Assistant Fire Chief, Mike
Evitts, indicated fires of this type
are not unusual.
“The fires we have had lately
have been fairly normal for this time
of year. The cool weather has meant
that people are using their heaters
for the first time this year and that
always causes some fires.
“People should have their heating systems checked to make sure
they are safe from fire and, in the
case of gas-fired appliances, safe
from Carbon Monoxide. In addition
to the cool weather we always see
an increase of fires around the holidays and this is due to things like
candles, cooking, decorations and
larger groups of people gathering.
Of course the use of alcohol always
adds to the possibility of accidents
occurring. We believe the fire on
O’Connor can be attributed to cooking,” Evitts said.
No one is ever fully prepared
for a house fire.
“Whatever time of year you
have a fire, it is so unexpected. It is
a complete shock. But there is something about that shock coming at a
time of year about giving and
spending time with loved ones. We
have already met families that lost
things they purchased as Christmas gifts for their children. It’s very
tough,” Foster said.
“The busiest time of the year
for the Red Cross is the holiday season. There is not just an increase,
we actually double our fire response. In the Dallas area alone,
we typically respond to three fires
a day. Most of those fires don’t
make the news. They are single family house fires. They happen at two
or three in the morning. There is
one family on the curb. The Red
Cross responds just exactly as we
do at any large scale disaster. Three
fires a day is just an average. You
put the holidays on top of that and
we will respond to between four and
eight fires a day.
“Around the holidays, we typically see weather change, so we
start to see space heaters and chimneys starting fires. With the
economy being difficult, we have
already encountered a family that
was having a hard time paying their
electric bill, so they were using their
gas stove for heat. The stove
caught some cloth on fire and the
whole house went up.
“You add candles, Christmas
trees, lights, extra cooking in the

Flames light up the night sky as a family loses their apartment in a
blaze.
kitchen, more people in the house, there are not enough firefighters
people paying less attention to available the tasks related to reswhat is going on and it’s a recipe cue and fire control take precedent.
for disaster.
It is a terrible thing to suffer a fire in
“I have responded to fires in your home; however, finding that
the community for the past 13 some of your cherished items have
years. I have found that people are been spared can sometimes make
so grateful that their family has sur- all the difference.
vived a fire that the Christmas pre“In order to prevent fires a persents really become the least of son needs to first recognize unsafe
their worries. Honestly, the families behaviors that can cause the fire.
don’t ask us to help them with Things like leaving candles, fireChristmas. I think that is amazing. places, and cooking devices burnFor me, it always reinforces what is ing without supervision can ignite
really important. When a family sur- a fire. Christmas trees are very
vives a disaster, discovering that pretty but the real trees will ignite
your kids and loved ones are safe quickly and cause a tremendous fire
is the gift of Christmas for the fami- in seconds. Frying turkeys has belies we serve.”
come popular lately and has been
Holiday plans and expectations the cause of a number of house fires
add to the stress of a fire.
and serious burns. Don’t hesitate
“It is always hard for families to call the fire department if you
to recover from a fire but I think it is need safety information,” he said.
harder on people around the holi“We have a very strong reladays. Gifts, food and decorations tionship with the Irving Fire Departcan be replaced of course, but their ment,” Foster said. “They do amazloss adds to the difficulty of mov- ing work. Over the years, I have
ing on after a fire. It is especially seen the fire department be able to
troublesome when guests are ex- save things in fires that you
pected and the home is either de- wouldn’t think they could. They are
stroyed or damaged. There is an able to get in and tarp the beds, so
emotional aspect as well but differs they don’t get water on them as
from person to person,” Evitts said. they are spraying water through the
“The fire department has a pri- roof. In many cases, they are able
ority list we use when fighting fires, to tarp computers and televisions,
or dealing with any type of emer- so people don’t have to go out and
gency. We go in first to save people, repurchase those items. Irving can
then to protect exposures, and then be very proud of their Fire Departto prevent further damage to prop- ment.
erty. Everyone knows we search the
“If you learn anything workbuilding to make sure everyone is ing with the American Red Cross, it
out, and we perform rescues when is that any one of us can be standwe find someone in the fire build- ing on the curb at any time. No one
ing.
is immune to disaster be it a tor“What is not so widely recog- nado, flood, earthquake, wild fire,
nized is the work we do to protect apartment fire, or house fire. When
property. We call that work Salvage you are in that position, we are all
and it includes such things as mov- very equal. It doesn’t matter what
ing the person’s property to the education you have or what part of
center of the room and putting tarps town you live in, you need help.”
over things to protect them from
For more information about the
fire and water damage. This is not Red
Cross,
visit
unique to the Irving Fire Depart- www.redcrossdallas.org or call 214ment, most departments perform 678-4800.
salvage operations. However, when
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Fluor reports increase in third quarter earnings
Fluor Corporation announced
financial results for its third quarter
ended Sep. 30. Revenue rose by 38
percent to $5.7 billion, compared
with $4.1 billion in the third quarter
of 2007. Net earnings for the third
quarter were $183 million, an increase of 95 percent over $94 million a year ago.
Earnings per share doubled to
$1.01 per diluted share, compared
with $0.51 per diluted share for the
same period last year. Operating
profit for the quarter increased 71
percent to $324 million, compared
with $190 million a year ago, reflecting solid profit contributions from
all business segments. Operating
margins increased to 5.7 percent
compared with 4.6 percent in the
third quarter of 2007
New project awards for the
third quarter were a record $8.8 billion, including a $3.4 billion award

for the BP Whiting Modernization
Project in the U.S., a large gas processing project in Russia and a $1.3
billion mining project in Latin
America. Consolidated backlog at
the end of the third quarter rose to
a new company record of $36.5 billion, which is a $3.5 billion sequen-

tial increase over last quarter and a
31 percent increase from the same
period a year ago.
Corporate G&A expense for
the quarter was $45 million, level
with $45 million reported in the third
quarter of 2007. Cash and marketable securities at quarter end were

$2.2 billion, up from $1.6 billion a
year ago.
“Fluor’s focus on major, longterm capital projects with wellfunded clients continues to generate significant growth and opportunity for the company,” said Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

Alan Boeckmann. “Although the
current economic environment has
created uncertainty on a number of
fronts, we are optimistic that our
substantial backlog and industrial
and geographic diversification will
allow Fluor to continue to grow in
2009.”

Confidence in DART rising with ridership
Provided by Mark A. Ball
Ridership isn’t the only thing
going up at Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART). A new survey shows
that 94% of customers report overall satisfaction with the transit
agency, an increase from 91% in
2007.
The survey results follow the
release of Fiscal Year 2008 ridership
data reporting record ridership of
116.8 million passenger trips as well

Christmas
Spectacular
A Festival
of Lights

December 7th Sunday
Two concerts
4:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Plymouth Park Baptist Church
1714 N. Story Dr.
Irving, Texas 75061
Advanced Tickets Available Now

972.986.7729
Tickets $2.00 each

as ridership records in DART Rail,
Trinity Railway Express commuter
rail and High Occupancy Vehicle
(HOV) lanes.
Asked if DARTs services are
better than last year, 87% say yes,
compared to 77% in 2007, and 96%
say they’d recommend DART to
others, compared to 93% a year
ago. The survey was conducted in
August 2008. Approximately 45,000
customer satisfaction surveys were
distributed to bus and rail riders in
the 13-member cities that make up
DART.
”These positive numbers represent the hard work of all of our
employees. It takes each of us to
do the job right, and it certainly
looks like that is being accomplished,” said Gary Thomas, DART
president and executive director.
Survey respondents reported
improvements in buses being on
schedule (86%, up from 80% last
year). Customers said bus transfers
were on schedule 90% of the time
compared to 85% in 2007, and feelings about bus cleanliness improved from 72% to 79%. Trains got
a 95% on-time performance rating,
and train cleanliness increased five
percentage points from 82% to 87%.
Making customers feel safe,
secure
Responding to issues arising
from the 2007 survey, DART Police
have strengthened officer deployment to raise the visibility of uniformed personnel throughout the
system. Consequently more customers, 87%, say they feel safe at
bus stops and rail stations - up from
80% last year.
”While we are pleased with the
improved ranking, we recognize that
progress still needs to be made, said
DART Police Chief James Spiller.
“We feel like we are doing a good
job; however, the public’s perception needs to be strengthened, so
we will look for even more positive
changes.
”We implemented a problemsolving policing campaign where
we look beyond the incident and
get to the root cause of the problems. We’ve held community forums with leaders from businesses,
communities, judicial, school dis-

tricts and other police agencies to
work together to solve problems of
mutual interest. Safety and security on our system is a joint venture
with our member cities and communities, and together we can make all
of our communities and areas safe,”
he said.
New customers, new opportunities
A growing percentage of
DARTs customers are new to the

system. In fact, 74% of those surveyed say they are leaving their
cars at home and riding DART as a
remedy for high gas prices, an increase from 64% in 2007.
“We appreciate our loyal riders who have been with us for
years, and we are excited about the
new riders who are providing unprecedented ridership numbers.
They have a choice for transportation, and they choose DART,” Thomas said.

SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location
3401 W. Airport Freeway
Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
Irving, TX 75062
972-252-1900
(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 12-31-2008
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Volunteer receives community service award
Provided by Leigh Eitson
Chris Arrington was recently
honored for his spirit of
volunteerism by his employer BD
(Becton, Dickinson and Company)
with a $3,000 donation to Irving
Cares. BD’s Social Investing Department announced the winners of
the 2008 Henry Becton Community

Service Awards on Oct. 25.
“We are proud to recognize
your dedication and commitment to
helping all people live healthy
lives,” wrote Lisa Cohen, Program
Coordinator/Social Investing.
“I love to volunteer here at Irving Cares with my children,” Mr.
Arrington said. “They ask a great

deal of questions about the activities of the Irving Cares employees
and volunteers. They were impressed to see that the idea of
teaching someone how to fish, not
just giving them a fish, is used at
Irving Cares. They have seen the
professional training and educating clients in budgeting, in food
planning, in basic family economics, so they can function on their
own and not rely on Irving Cares
regularly.”
“When Chris Arrington began
volunteering for Irving Cares in
2000, we didn’t know just how wonderful a person had entered all of
our lives,” said Teddie Story, Executive Director of Irving Cares.
“Chris gives back in so many ways,
and he’s shown that spirit again by
participating in his company’s efforts to support charities through
its Community Service Awards program.”

Although Chris donated to Irving Cares financially throughout
the years, Chris put “action” behind his “words”. Chris signed up
initially to be an “on-call as needed”
volunteer. Chris has supported The
Great Harvest, volunteered in the

food pantry, assisted in conducting the food pantry inventory, and
is currently a pick-up and delivery
volunteer.
For information about volunteering, call 972-721-9181 X209 or
visit www.irvingcares.org.

School All-Region band results
Six band students from Irving
ISD middle schools auditioned and
were named to All-Region bands
Nov. 7-8 at Reed Middle School in
Duncanville.
All-Region Symphonic Band
members include: Dominic Biasi, de
Zavala Middle School, tuba; and
Gianina Casale, Houston Middle
School, flute.
All-Region Concert Band members include: Elias Mata, Bowie
Middle School, percussion;
Stephen Slaughter, Bowie, clarinet;

Junior Gutierrez, de Zavala, bass
clarinet; and Adrian Munoz, de
Zavala, percussion.
Students named as All-Region
alternates are: Kristian Byrd, Bowie,
tuba; Matt Fowler, Bowie, percussion; and Giancarlo Salazar, de
Zavala, cornet.
Students named to the Symphonic Band earned top scores,
though placement in either All-Region groups was very selective,
with approximately 720 students
from Central Texas having auditioned.

OBITUARIES
RONALD GENE RATLIFF
Ronald Gene
Ratliff,
64,
passed away on
Nov. 12, 2008 in
Irving.
He was
born on Sep. 08,
1944 in Commerce, TX to Robert and Lena
Ratliff. Ron was a longtime resident
of Irving and former resident of
Bedford. He was a 1961 graduate
of Irving High School, former owner
of the Polar Bear Ice Cream Store.
Ron served the Lord as minister at
Greenview Hills Baptist Church and
South Euless Baptist Church for
many years, he was active in Prison
Ministry work for many years and
a member of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church.
He is survived by his wife,
Glenda Ratliff, Daughter, Bethany
Joy Ratliff and grandson, Cameron

Riley Ratliff all of Irving, one
brother and sister-in-law, Duane
and Margaret Ratliff of Jenks, OK.
Funeral services were held on
Nov. 15 at Plymouth Park Baptist
Church. Interment followed at Prairie Valley Cemetery near Greenville.
Services were conducted under the
direction of Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.
CHERYLANN MAHONEY
Cheryl Ann Mahoney, 51, passed
away on Nov. 14, 2 008 in her Irving home.
She was born on March 11,
1957 in Dallas. She was a resident
of Irving most of her life and had
been an administrative assistant for
Estes Trucking Company.
She was preceded in death by
her mother, JoAnn Feuebacher and
son, Dudley Lane. She is survived
by her son, Adam Feuebacher, father, Dudley Feuebacher, two

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas 75062

brothers, Matt Feuebacher of Irving and Barry Feuebacher of Hot
Springs, AR, and one sister, Mary
Blackwell of Corsicana, TX.
A memorial service will be held
on Nov. 28 at Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.
GLENNA ELIZABETH TERRY
Following a courageous struggle
with lung cancer, Glenna Elizabeth
Terry, 78, passed away peacefully
at her home in Grand Prairie on Nov.
20.
She was born Feb. 16, 1930 in
Como, TX to Rollie and Lilly Earhart
and was a fourth generation Texan.
She was a loving, devoted and
proud mother and her passions in
life were her children, grandchildren
and her church. She was strong,
passionate, energetic, honest and
opinionated and was an avid reader.
She was raised and educated in
Hopkins County, Texas and moved
to Irving in 1954 where she lived
until moving to Grand Prairie in
2000. She managed a family business as well as holding several accounting related positions during
her career until retiring in 1998 from
F&M Equipment Company after 14
years. In retirement, she was active
with her grandchildren, her church
and volunteered with Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. She
will be greatly missed by her family.

She is survived by her daughters, Sherry Jones and her husband, Gene, and Sandra Fong and
her husband, Dr. Robert Fong,
both of Irving as well as her son,
Bryant Prater and his wife Pat of
Grand Prairie and son Shawn D.
Terry of Dallas. She is also survived by her grandchildren Bryan
Cowley, Amy Patton, Aaron Prater,
Austin Terry and Alexandra Terry
and great-grandson Nate Patton.
Funeral services were held
Nov. 22 at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Irving. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that donations be
made to either the American Cancer Society or Texas Scottish Rite
Hospital for Children. Arrangements made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.
ROSE LAVERNE GRADY
MORRIS
Rose Laverne
Gandy Morris
was born in Ft.
Worth
to
Katherine Wilson and Wilmer
P. Gandy on
March 2, 1923
and passed away on Nov. 20.
In Rose’s youth, the family
moved from Dallas to a community
called Union Bower, now a part of
Irving. Her love for sewing resulted

in her parents sending her to North
Dallas High where she took all
courses offered in that field. She
met, fell in love with, and married
Robert L. Morris on the Monday
after she graduated from high
school. They were married for 67
loving years. She always wished
for “Three Happy Things” in life.
A swing on the porch… a two story
house… and a ranch. She lived to
see all three wishes come true. The
first ranch was in Red River County.
While there, she worked in Paris at
McCuistion Hospital for over 8
years. When the couple returned
to Irving, she and Robert worked
for The National Headquarters of
Boy Scouts of America. After they
retired from BSA, they had their
second ranch in Peoria, TX.
Rose is survived by her husband Robert L. Morris, Sr.; two
daughters Betty Kay and husband
Steve Taylor of Blackfoot, ID, and
Terri and husband Richard Brooks
of Boerne; son Robert L. Morris,
Jr. and wife Stella of DeSoto; five
grandchildren; and one great
granddaughter. Her parents, a
daughter, and a granddaughter
predecease her.
Funeral services were held
Nov. 24 at First Baptist Church in
Irving. Interment followed at Greenwood Memorial Park in Ft. Worth.
Arrangements made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

972-554-1031

(972) 579-1313

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving families
since 1963

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

Directors:

Offering:

Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Traditional Funeral Services
Harrell Chism
Cremation
Austin E. Raney
Military Services
ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals
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Irving ISD boasts a record number of AP scholars
The College Board recognized
107 Irving ISD students with the
designation of Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar in recognition
of exceptional achievement on college-level Advanced Placement exams taken in May 2007.
About 18 percent of more than
1.6 million high school students
who took AP exams performed at a
high enough level to merit recognition at AP Scholars. IISD has seen
an average increase in the number
of AP Scholars in recent years. In
2005, 79 students in IISD were
named AP Scholars, followed by 98
in 2006, 93 in 2007, and increasing
to 107 in 2008.
The College Board recognizes
several levels of achievement based
on students’ performance on AP exams. AP exams are graded on a scale

of one to five, with five being the
highest grade. To qualify as AP
Scholar, students must complete
three or more AP exams with grades
of three or higher. To qualify as AP
Scholar with Honors, students
must earn an average grade of at
least 3.25 on all AP exams taken,
and grades of 3 or higher on four or
more of these exams. To qualify as
AP Scholar with Distinction, students must earn an average grade
of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken
and grades of three or higher on
five or more of these exams. To
qualify as National AP Scholar, students must earn an average grade
of four or higher on all AP exams
taken and grades of four or higher
on eight or more of these exams.
For a complete list of Irving ISD AP
Scholars, access www.irvingisd.net

/articles/APScholars.htm.
Through 37 different collegelevel courses and exams, AP provides students with the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement, and to stand out
in the college application process.

With each exam being developed
by a committee of college and university faculty and AP teachers,
students are ensured they receive
exams aligned with the same standards expected in college courses.
Research consistently shows that

AP students who score a three or
higher on AP exams, typically experience greater academic success
in college, as well as higher graduation rates than students who do
not participate in Advanced Placement.

Shoeboxes add
to holiday fun
Continued from page 1

“For a lot of folks, this is the
start of their Christmas. This is a
tremendous opportunity. It gets
you into a community and lets them
know that God loves them in a real
way.”
Even with the upheaval in the
economy, a number of families
around the area have taken the time
to create a gift for child.
“The project seemed much bigger this year. Last year, we kind of
had a down year. But even with the
problems in the economy this year,
everything went much better. We
had 1,007 boxes. At last count,
Hurst had about 2,000 boxes more

than they had last year. Everybody
has been real generous.
“We enjoy being a part of this
just as much as anyone who receives a box. Usually, we take our
kids to the dollar store and let them
fill up a box with stuff, and we include a card. Some people like to
use plastic boxes, because the families can use them afterwards to store
food or even collect water.
“For a lot of the kids who get
these boxes, they are the only
Christmas presents those kids ever
receive,” Pastor Hale said.
For more information on Operation Christmas Child, visit
www.samaritanspurse.org.

OBITUARIES
EUGENE C. PARMA
Eugene
C.
Parma of Irving
died Nov. 24,
2008.
He was
born on July 16,
1925 in Ennis,
TX. He was a
member of St. Luke’s Catholic
Church in Irving; a WWII Veteran
with the Army Air Corps 234th Army
Air Forces Unit as a B29 Crew Chief;
graduate of the A&M College of
Texas, 1950. He retired from Sears
after 38 years. Memberships include: 4th Degree Knight & Eucharistic Minister and Legion of Mary;
SPJST Lodge 130 Life Member;
Czech Beseda Dancer; Catholic
Czech Club.
Survivors include wife
RoseAnn Parma of Irving; children

Marilyn Fulbright of Dallas; Daryl
Parma of Green, OH; Patricia
Jenkins of Dallas; Scott Parma of
Keller; Anthony Parma of Glenn
Heights; Leanne Cannon of Dallas;
grandchildren Douglas Wilson;
Lisa Wilson; Jennifer Parma; Leah
Parma; Jacob Parma; Shannon
Parma; and Mallory Parma; greatgrandchildren Alexis Polichetti;
Dalton Wilson and Zachary Jones.
Family to receive friends from
4:30 to 6:30 prior to the rosary at
6:30 p.m. on Nov. 30 at Brown’s
Funeral Home Chapel; Mass of
Christian Burial to be held at 11:00
a.m. Monday, St. Luke’s Catholic
Church with interment to follow at
DFW National Cemetery at 1:00
p.m. Monday. Memorial donations
may be made to St. Joseph Residence, 330 W. Pembroke Avenue,
Dallas, TX 75203.

Irving’s oldest funeral home

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,
Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors
129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

972-259-7644

J.W. HOGUE
J.W. Hogue, of Irving, passed away
Nov. 25, 2008. He was born Sep. 7,
1923 in Point, TX.
Survivors include his daughters Beth Rust and husband Roy of
Irving, and Holly Murrow and husband W.R. of Irving; son James
Hogue and wife Vicki of Missouri
City, TX; grandchildren Ashley,
Chase, Corey, Leslie, Kyle, Kim, and
Erin; and great grandchildren
Hanna, Adam, Andrew, Ava,
Braydon, and Belleamie.
Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. Nov. 29 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home Chapel with Dr.
Henry Malone and Pastor Joshua
Price officiating. Interment to follow at Restland Memorial Park in
Dallas.
CLARA BOUGHTON
MEREDITH
Clara Boughton
Meredith, 82,
went to be with
the Lord on
Nov. 23, 2008.
Clara
was
born
March 17, 1926,
in Mangham,
LA, to Windell and Clara Belle
Boughton. Clara had a wonderful
life in which all who met her could
not help but love her, especially her
husband, Bill. She enjoyed bowling, playing cards and reading nov-

els and the Bible. The memories she
helped to create will be with us all
in our hearts forever.
She was preceded in death by
her parents and her sister and
brother-in-law, Mildred MeredithFeazel and Tom Feazel.
Survivors include her husband
of 62 years, Bill Meredith; daughters, Sandy Evarts and husband,
Ray, and Connie Grabeel and hus-

band, Michael; grandchildren,
Kayla Sellers and husband, Matt,
Amanda Evarts, and Meredith
Page; great-grandson, Jackson
Thomas Sellers; sister, Mary Spells
and husband, Bobby; and numerous nieces, nephews, family members and friends.
Memorial service was
Wednesday in Laurel Land Memorial Chapel of Fort Worth.

Continuing
The Tradition
Ben F. Brown

“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME
Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials
Memorials
Cremation
Memories Flowers
Funeral Directors: Gary Westerman
Michael McVey
Jason Rand

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com

Brown Family Owned and Operated.
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A Christmas Carol starts the season off right
By Matt Mungle
Dicken’s, A Christmas Carol,
is now performing at the Dallas Theater Center and is the perfect way
to kick off this Holiday season. I
never tire of the conversion of
Ebenezer Scrooge as he is visited
by a trio of ghostly guests and it is
never better then when on the theater stage. Adapted for the stage
by Richard Hellesen, with original
music by David de Berry and directed and choreographed by Joel
Ferrell, this version uses a perfect
balance of visual style and musical
numbers to capture the heart of this
timeless classic.
It is hard to top Albert Finney’s
1970 Scrooge or even tougher the

Mungles
on Movies
By Matt Mungle
Title: Slumdog Millionaire
Rated: R
There is wisdom to be found
in living. Even when the life we have
lived is full of pain and heartbreak
there is still knowledge to be gained.
Never has this been more blatant in
film than with the new Danny Boyle
directed movie, Slumdog Millionaire. As in his past projects, Boyle
gets us to think about life, love and
cold, hard cash. But he does it in a
way that is harsh, eye opening and
beautiful. Not too many film makers can pull those three elements
off and have them all dance together to the same tune.
Based in India it is the story of
Jamal Malik (Dev Patel), a young

perfect 1950’s Alastair Sim version.
In this theatrical production the
task is put into the hands of Robert
Langdon Lloyd. He does well in his
Bah Humbugness, giving off an air
of disdain and disregard. That said,
his conversion seemed a little too
easy in this one, and I would have
liked to see the spirits having to
work a little harder. His callousness
was broken a bit simply for my taste.
I will chalk that up to bad direction
instead of lack of performance. The
entire ensemble worked well together and I must give acknowledgment to Chamblee Ferguson’s (Bob
Cratchit) and Bob Reed (Fezziwig).
They created characters true to our
memory, but with a little uniqueness

to make them their own. All of the
elements you expect from A Christmas Carol are present here; the
look and feel of each visiting spirit,
the warmth and love in the Cratchit
home, the cold stillness of
Scrooge’s quarters.
I am always amazed by the transition of scene to scene in live theater. The way they are able to, almost magically, move from one
place to another right before your
eyes. To allow you the opportunity
to be caught up in the journey and
forget that all is happening on a
small, wooden platform several feet
from where you are sitting. Kudos
to the scene, lighting and sound
designers who used minimal space

and elements to create larger than
life fantasy. The less is more mentality worked perfectly in this version as the actors were given ample
room to perform the numerous song
and dance numbers. Yet each scene
was still detailed enough to convey exactly the time and place the
acts occur. If you have never been
to the DTC, the stage has a revolving center that seldom stops moving. This allows sets to be change
fluidly and gives the feel of more
onstage movement than really is
taking place. I applaud the ensemble for being able to keep their
mark while completing the dance
numbers, all while moving in a circle.

I guess that is why they are up there
and I am planted firmly in my seat.
As we enter into this Holiday season, I encourage everyone to take
time to see a performance of A
Christmas Carol wherever you are.
Its poignant lesson and fanciful
characters are the perfect kick start
for the heart and mind to remember
the true meaning of why we celebrate. It will be playing at the
DTC’s Kalita Humphreys Theater
on Turtle Creek in Dallas through
December 28th and for more information
you
can
visit,
www.dallastheatercenter.org or call
214-522-8499.

There is wisdom to
be found in living
man in his late teens who goes on
the very popular Hindi version of
the TV game show, “Who Wants
to be A Millionaire?” Everyone
watching and producing the show
can not figure out how this impoverished lad could possibly know the
answers to the questions he is
asked. As we learn more about
Jamal’s life and experiences we get
a better understanding of how
knowledge is gained. Told in flashback sequences we see the journey of a young boy who did not
allow the hand he was dealt to keep
him from finding all he desired.
India is the perfect backdrop
for a story like this one. The sights,
sounds, colors, people, religion and
social classes allow for depth of plot
and uniqueness of characters.

Put a PPaaw print in your hear
heartt
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets
at the DFW Humane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love
and happiness into your home!!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333
Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6
Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Come adopt a new
family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Boyle does a splendid job of capturing these elements and using
them to convey the simple root of
the message. This could have been
a very dark and heavy film, but he
allows moments of humor and culture to balance it out. This way we
do not lose the poignancy, but at
the same time find some entertainment there as well. This isn’t a documentary. It is movie. So there needs
to be that element of fantasy. You
get that without sacrificing the
harsh realities of Jamal’s culture.
Sometimes we as Americans
forget the horrors that many kids
and adults face in countries around
the world. Too often we get comfortable in our land of the free, home
of the brave chairs and forget how
truly lucky we are. Also films like
this make us, or should anyway,
step back and look at our own lives
and circumstances. Are we letting
them get the best of us or are we
finding the best in them? It is easy
to get mad and blame others for our
lives. Allowing the negative to excuse us from greatness. But in the
end that is truly not living. It is not
even existing. But once we find that
which is most important, and do all
we can to obtain it, hell or high water, we find there is hope in the journey and a prize at the end.
Slumdog Millionaire is rated
R for some violence, disturbing images and language. I think the theme
and context would be a little too
strong for your younger family
members. This movie deals with the
harsh realities of the orphans in India and the things they are forced
to do. I think those 15 and up could
get something from this with the
right conversation afterwards. It is
a must see for anyone who loves a
great story of human achievement
and appreciates expert film making.
I give it 4 out of 5 multiple choice
questions. Fast, visual, contemplative and humorous; Slumdog has
the right elements and uses them
to its advantage.
Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and
interview
clips
visit
www.mungleshow.com.
Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

* FOUR CHRISTMASES PG13
12:25 1:00 2:40 3:15 4:55
5:35
7:10 8:00 9:25 10:15

12:00

# AUSTRALIA PG13
1:45 4:00
5:30 7:30
9:00

TRANSPORTER 3 PG13
12:05 2:30 5:10
7:35 10:05
TWILIGHT PG13
1:05 2:00 4:10 4:50 7:00
7:40
9:45 10:20

* FULLY RESTRICTED

# BOLT
11:55AM 12:45
3:05
3:50 4:35
7:15 7:50 8:45

PG
1:30
5:25
9:40

2:10
6:20
10:10

* QUANTUM OF SOLACE
PG13
12:00 1:15 2:25 4:00 5:00
6:45 7:30 9:20 10:00
# MADAGASCAR 2 PG
12:30 2:50 5:05 7:20 9:35

#

NO PASSES

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com
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Agriculture students win district competition
In District III competition Nov.
13, agriculture students from Nimitz
High School Future Farmers of
America (FFA) chapter claimed
three first place, a second place, and
a fourth place finish competing
against 13 other FFA chapters in
Dallas County.

Zach Stephenson won first
place in the Senior Creed Speaking
event and Mirna Lucero took first
in Greenhand Creed Speaking. Sara
Fuller, Joseph Landtroop and Zach
Stephenson won first place as a
team for Agriculture Radio Broadcast. Patrick Gloria, Baldemar

Martinez and Mirna Lucero won a
team second place finish for Senior
Skills in Veterinary. Brittany Harris
won fourth place in the Job Interview event.
Teams placing first and second
will advance to Area 5 FFA competition.

Continued from page 1

Andrews said. “Some people cook,
some set up, some serve, some clean
up. We have activity all over the
place.
“This year for the first time, we
get to serve lunch to the Irving Police Department. They said no one
had thought about serving Thanksgiving dinner for them before. They
have three shifts and we are taking
care of all three.
“I think this program is very

needed and useful for the community. And as an outreach, we can
show people that we love them for
who they are and what they are.
Whether they come to our church
or not, someone cares about them.
“There are a lot of people in
our community who can’t afford to
cook a full blown turkey dinner.
Some people are away from their
families. Others just don’t celebrate
Thanksgiving as part of their culture,” she said.

Traditional dinner inspires fellowship

As a parting gift, Bob Horton, the Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB)
Administrator, receives a quilt made out of recycled KIB tshirts during his retirement party last week.

practical way.
“It is a tradition, and people
enjoy it. I think our volunteers get
a greater blessing by being a part
of it than the ones they serve.”
Serving Irving impacts folks in
the community in different ways.
“Sometimes these meals give
people a chance to gather together
at a time when they would have
been alone. Many just feel the dinners were a thoughtful idea. Some
people become interested in starting their own Thanksgiving traditions, because not everyone has
that in their family tradition. People
appreciate the food, they are happy
for the fellowship and they appreciate that someone was thinking
about them,” he said.
Lynn Andrews, a seasoned volunteer, worked on a cooking team
this year.
“We feed between 2,000 and
3,000 people every Thanksgiving,”

Allison’s Clubhouse
“The BEST In Your Child’s Care”
3425 Finley, Irving, Texas 75062

the
have
t
We st infan
large e n t e r
c
/Las
ving
in Ir l i n a s !
Co

Accepting Children Ages: 6 wweeks
eeks thr
ears of age
thruu 11 yyears
Owners: David and Becky Staley
Director : Wendy Boozer

Call us:

972 258-1800

www.Allisonsclubhouse.com

1/2 off registration with this ad

U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
Toys for Tots Program
MISSION:
The mission of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots Program is to collect new, unwrapped toys during
October, November and December each year, and distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in
the community in which the campaign is conducted.

The Smile Spa / David D. Nix DDS

GOAL:
The primary goal of Toys for Tots is to deliver, through a
shiny new toy at Christmas, a message of hope to needy
youngsters that will motivate them to grow into responsible, productive, patriotic citizens and community leaders.

SPECIAL EVENT
December 12 from 12 -4

OBJECTIVES:
The objectives of Toys for Tots are to help needy children throughout the United States experience the joy of
Christmas; to play an active role in the development of
one of our nation’s most valuable natural resources our children; to unite all members of local communities
in a common cause for three months each year during
the annual toy collection and distribution campaign; and
to contribute to better communities in the future.

ACTIVITIES:
The principal Toys for Tots activities which take place
each year are the collection and distribution of toys in
the communities in which a Marine Corps Reserve Unit
is located and in communities without a Reserve Unit
that has a Marine Corps League Detachment or group
of men and women, generally veteran Marines, authorized by Marine Toys for Tots Foundation to conduct a
local Toys for Tots campaign. Local Toys for Tots Campaign Coordinators conduct an array of activities throughout the year, which include golf tournaments, foot races,
bicycle races and other purely voluntary events designed
to increase interest in Toys for Tots, and concurrently
generate toy and monetary donations.

FREE GIFT with donation
PICTURES with Santa
TREATS for the kids
3000 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Irving, TX 75062

OFFICAL DROP OFF SITE
Drop off an unwrapped toy and receive a free gift

