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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“The most incomprehensible 
thing about the world is that 
it is at all comprehensible.” 
-- Albert Einstein
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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

$1.00 off
  the purchase of:
     a Frappe,
     a Smoothie,
     an Iced Coffee

Only at McDonald’s
5220 N. MacArthur

(On MacArthur north of Hidden Ridge)

Plus tax if applicable.  Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Limit one coupon per visit.
Present coupon before ordering.  Cash value 1/20 of one cent Coupon Expires 12/31/2010.

Duplicated or copies of coupon will not be accepted.
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By Jess Paniszczyn
 Upcoming Super Bowl XLV 
promises to bring an economic boost 
to the North Texas area, which will 
be greatly welcomed. With all of its 
publicity and notoriety, the game 
itself seems to be a force of nature. 
However, as far as the local environ-
ment is concerned, the Super Bowl 
is very much a dark force of nature. 
Visitors coming from all parts of 
the country, additional traffic on 
the roads, traffic jams, a legion of 
tailgating outdoor cooks, as well 
as the increased electrical usage 
needed to host the game and power 
media devices can only diminish the 
environmental quality locally.

 In an effort to reverse some of 
the environmental chaos and create 
a cleaner future for the area, Super 
Grow XLV, the City of Irving and 
Keep Irving Beautiful partnered with 
volunteers to plant 100 trees in the 
Bird’s Fort Trail on Nov. 20. Irving is 
one of 12 cities taking part in Super 
Grow XLV tree planting events. 
 “It is great to be out here in 
Irving,” said Jack Groh, Environ-
mental Program Coordinator for 
the NFL during the event’s opening 
ceremonies. “There is no place in the 
country or the world where I would 
rather be this morning than with you 
out here planting these trees. This is 
just a wonderful event. 

 “For seven years, I have been 
going to tree plantings. We hate to do 
comparisons, because we don’t want 
anybody to feel bad, but this is the 
best. Just please don’t tell anybody 
in Miami, Jacksonville, Detroit or 
any place else I’ve been. 
 “The Texas Tree Foundation has 
really been the heart and soul mak-

ing this happen. We have 12 different 
cities doing tree plantings.” 
 Self proclaimed tree hugger, 
Janette Monear, executive direc-
tor of the Texas Trees Foundation, 
explained the day’s event was about 
community not trees.
 “The Texas Tree Foundation’s 
goal is to mobilize people to plant 

trees to offset the air quality, water 
quality, energy issues and environ-
mental issues we have in North 
Texas,” Ms. Monear said. “These 
projects don’t just happen. Trees 
are not about just plopping them in 
the ground. The Trees Foundation 

Volunteers plant 100 trees

and completed the process without 
understanding the relevancy of the 
mathematical concept. 
 “Texas is very guilty of having so 
many student expectations in the state 
standards. Quite honestly just covering 
the material is a challenge. Covering 
stuff does not get the job done.”
 Teachers continue to teach math 
using the same basic methods through 
which they themselves learned.
 “We don’t know enough about 

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Magazines, newspapers and 
even commercials tout the bad news, 
American students rank below their 
peers internationally on math and sci-
ence tests. Every day our kids seem 
to be losing academic ground to the 
competition. 
 Local educators were asked to 
give their opinion regarding why 
American students consistently seem 
to rank low in international tests of 
math and science.
 “If I had the answer to fix this we 
would be doing it, and you wouldn’t 
see our math scores where they are,” 
said Dr. Marie Morris, Irving ISD’s 
Assistant Superintendent for Teach-
ing and Learning Department. “Many 
of the countries we are talking about 
are not trying to educate everybody. 
Many of the educational systems, 
even in Great Britain and many Asian 
countries, there is a point where you 
have to test to go on. It is a selection 
rather than everybody is going to learn 
at this level. 
 “Our school system probably 
teaches too much. It is breadth ver-
sus depth. Most of the curricula in 
countries that test better than us teach 
for math mastery before they build 
on concept. It is not just mastery in 
calculations; it is mastery in thinking 
about and explaining math. Then the 
students really have it. It is not that 
the students completed a worksheet 

Educators strive to raise 
US math, science scores

away to the nearest water well. She 
really felt their struggles.”
 Hill felt that, too. As part of 
the Rotarian “Avenues of Service”, 
each Club is required to embrace an 
international project. She decided to 
propose to the Sunrise Club that they 
raise funds to bring potable water to 
Niamey.
 “We actually started the project 
about two years ago,” said Hill. 
 “The missionary told us about 
a man she’d met, the Reverend John 
Stam who serves a church in Enid, 
OK as their mission pastor. She said 
he could help us get started.” 
 The first time Stam visited 
Niger he had been part of a medi-
cal mission, but he soon learned 
their efforts were practically use-
less without clean water. After he 
came back to the states, he met with 
some representatives from a group 
called Living Water in Houston and 
received training in drilling water 

By Alice Canham
 It’s a simple water well, basic, 
nothing mechanical; almost primi-
tive, and that’s just what they needed 
in a small village in the country of 
Niger, Africa. The town of Niamey 
has new life thanks to an infusion 
of potable water and thanks to the 
Irving Sunrise Rotary Club.
 Dr. Dawn Hill first heard about 
the water well project from the sister 
of one of her chiropractic patients. 
Her name is omitted in this story be-
cause of sensitivity to her position.
 “She’s a missionary doing 
God’s work in Niger and trying to 
help people,” said Hill, a member 
of this Rotary Club since 2003.
 “She’d come back to the states 
to work through some health issues 
but will be returning to Niamey as 
soon as she can. Meanwhile, she told 
me about the people of the village. 
There are about a thousand people 
there, and they have to walk a mile 

Rotary helps provide clean water for a village
wells under their guidance. His con-
gregation at Emmanuel Baptist has 
also worked with a nonprofit called 
Operation Blessing to expand the 
effort. Irving Sunrise Rotary soon 
agreed to become part of his support 
team.
 The Club raises funds in a vari-
ety of ways: sales of grapefruits, on-
line auctions, and special designated 
collections, among others. Within 
a year’s time, they had collected 
enough to dig two wells at $1800 
each. 
 Stam and his team were re-
sponsible for carrying the materials 
through a convoluted customs pro-
cess to get them into the country.
 There were a few delays along 
the way: the lead manager suffered 
a broken leg, and then the area suf-

fered a drought. Another delay to 
part of the plan: teaching the villag-
ers how to maintain and care for the 
wells themselves. 
 The wells are in now and of-
fering hope to Niamey and the sur-
rounding countryside. 
 “It’s primarily a Muslim culture 
there,” said Hill, “and you’d think 
maybe the people would be resistant 
to Westerners. But Reverend Stam 
and our missionary friend have 
found favor in the community. They 
are living witnesses to how God pro-
vides, and my friend says she feels 
as though she is getting to actually 
live biblical lessons.”
 Hill said the villagers still have 
unmet needs, a medical clinic and an 
orphanage are still on the drawing 
boards. 

Learning the basics, a City of Irving employee teaches volunteers how to properly plant a tree during the 
Super Grow event.

A group of villagers in Niamey pump 
water from their new well.Source: Rev. John Stam

Photo by John Starkey

See TREE, Page 4

See RIGOROUS, Page 5
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR972-259-1123

109 S. Main Street,
Irving, Tx 75060

For coupons visit www.gloryhousecatering.com

BUFFET LUNCH AND SALAD BAR
HOMEMADE SOUPS

In the Bistro -
  Monday thru Friday 11 am – 2 pm
  Pricing from $6.95 - $9.95

Buy One Get One Free
November 28 at 10:50am
Christmas Festivities - Irving North 
Christian Church welcomes all to our 
church during this Advent season. 
During morning worship at 10:50 a.m., 
enjoy the traditional “Hanging of the 
Greens” and participate in the decorat-
ing of the “Chrismon Tree”.

November 28 at 12:00pm
Alzheimer’s Symposium - The Pot-
ter’s House and Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation of Greater Dallas have joined 
forces to host a community sympo-
sium. The event will begin at 12:00 
p.m. and will be held at The Potter’s 
House of Dallas, located at 6777 W. 
Kiest Boulevard in Dallas. The sympo-
sium is free and open to the public. The 
program, titled “Suffering in Silence,” 
will include information on recogniz-

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX

Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at 
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

ing the early signs of Alzheimer’s, 
solutions for the caregivers, how to get 
screened for Alzheimer’s disease, and 
resources for people caring for loved 
ones with the disease. 

November 28 from 4-5:30pm
Nutcracker Tea - Following Mo-
mentum Dance Company’s Nov. 28 
Nutcracker, step across the hall and 
enjoy a bit of tea with the cast 4-5:30 
p.m. Take photos with Clara, the 
Sugar Plum Fairy and the cast of the 
Nutcracker. Show your ticket stub 
from any performance (Nov. 26-28) 
and receive a free gift. While the tea 
is directed at a younger audience, 
everyone is assured to have a grand 
time. $10-15.

November 30-December 2
Holiday Gift Wrap - Elves and other 
volunteers are needed to wrap presents 
and assemble gift bags that will be 
delivered to VNA’s Meals on Wheels 
clients, as well as hospice patients 
during the Christmas season. VNA’s 
Holiday Gift Wrap is Nov. 30 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dec. 1 from 1 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  The location is the Visiting 
Nurse Association’s headquarters on 
1440 W. Mockingbird Lane in Dallas. 
Donations of personal care items such 
as full-size toothpaste and shampoo, 
toothbrushes, and washcloths are 
needed, as well as wrapping paper.  

December 2 at 10am
A Story Book Christmas - Irving 
Public Library joins the Irving Arts 
Center to present a free monthly 
story time program at 10 a.m. for kids 
ages 2 and up. Explore new stories, 
themes, art projects and a variety of 
exhibitions during this fun story time 
that combines art and children’s lit-
erature. In December, read traditional 
holiday tales and create festive crafts 
to share with family as part of the 
Arts Center’s Story Book Christmas 
celebration. Following JumpstART, 
browse a wonderland of trees in the 
Main Gallery. All supplies provided. 
Groups of 10 or more must pre-register 

by contacting Jennifer Wilson at (972) 
252-7558 x1226.

December 2 from 12n to 1pm
Caregiver Education and Support 
Group - Baylor Medical Center at 
Irving is sponsoring a Caregiver 
Education and Support group from 
12n to 1 p.m., in the Irving Cancer 
Center Conference Room located on 
the campus of Baylor Irving, 2001 
N. MacArthur Blvd., Suite 120. The 
topic this month will address “Caring 
for the Caregiver”. Take a break from 
your busy schedule to reflect on what 
it is that you need to do for your own 
physical and psychological health 
and well being. Stress management 
techniques, humor, and understanding 
what it is we need to keep our emo-
tional bucket full is key to caregiver 
health. As an added bonus, special 
techniques to help us distress will be 
shared. This group is for anyone car-
ing for an older adult, chronically ill 
or disabled loved one. For additional 
information call 972-579-4095.

December 3 from 5:30-7:30pm
Holiday Open House - The Irving 
Arts Center will be aglow with the 
sights and sounds of a traditional 
Story Book Christmas 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Take photos with Santa Claus, wander 
through a Christmas Wonderland of 
trees in the Main Gallery, work on 
holiday-themed art projects and take in 
a free performance of the Nutcracker, 
featuring Ballet Ensemble of Texas at 
7:30 p.m. in Carpenter Performance 
Hall. Holiday Open House will end 
with the announcement of 1st through 
3rd place and Best of Show winners of 
the annual tree decorating competition 
in Carpenter Performance Hall. The 
18th Annual Holiday Exhibition and 
Tree Decorating Competition features 
artwork from Irving ISD elementary 
students and 20 trees decorated by 
Irving Parent Teacher Organizations. 
The trees are voted on by local celeb-
rities, and the winners receive a cash 
prize for their school. The community 
is also invited to vote for their favorite 
tree, Dec. 1-19 in the Main Gallery. 
The exhibition is on view Dec. 1-31.

 Joel Allison, president and CEO, 
Baylor Health Care System (BHCS), 
Dallas, has been named the recipient 
of the 9th Annual Virginia Chan-
dler Dykes Leadership Award, pre-
sented by Bank of Texas and Texas 
Woman’s University.
 Texas Woman’s University Chan-
cellor and President Dr. Ann Stuart 
will present the award to Joel Allison 
at the Virginia Chandler Dykes lun-
cheon. Ebby Halliday Acers is the 

honorary chair of this luncheon.
 “Texas Woman’s University is 
so pleased to honor such a respected 
individual, who is known not only for 
his extraordinary leadership in health 
care, but also for his vision and com-
passion to serve our community,” said 
TWU Chancellor and President Dr. 
Ann Stuart. “While he has created a 
model for health care nationwide, he 
has become a role model and inspira-
tion for others.” 

 Established in 2002, the Virginia 
Chandler Dykes Leadership Award is 
given annually to Dallas leaders with 
a life-long commitment to improv-
ing the community and to furthering 
education. The award recognizes 
Virginia Chandler Dykes as a health 
care provider, who’s professional and 
civic achievements represent a lifetime 
committed to helping others. 
 “I am truly humbled and honored 
to be the 9th recipient of the Virginia 
Chandler Dykes Leadership Award 
and accept this honor on behalf of 

Baylor Health Care System,” said 
Joel Allison. “I feel so blessed to have 
such an outstanding relationship with 
Texas Woman’s University, which has 
provided Baylor and so many other 
institutions with wonderful health 
care professionals, helping us provide 
better care for our patients.” 
 “In addition to honoring an out-
standing individual in the community, 
the Virginia Chandler Dykes luncheon 
provides scholarships for four out-
standing graduate students, while con-
tinuing to grow the Virginia Chandler 

Dykes Endowment and helping the 
Dallas community better understand 
the value of TWU graduates to Dal-
las’ professional workforce,” said Dr. 
Stuart. 
 The following graduate students 
from will be honored as recipients of 
scholarship funds: Angela Shierk, Col-
lege of Health Sciences (Occupational 
Therapy); Briyana Morrell, College of 
Nursing; Rebecca Molidor, College of 
Professional Education; and Brenna 
A. Tucker, College of Arts and Sci-
ences.

BHCS president to receive Virginia Chandler Dykes Award
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Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in  Gastroenterology

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4270

INTRODUCING

•  Top 10% in medical school at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de
 San Marcos in Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon 
 Hospital Center in New York
•  Certified by American Board of 
 Internal Medicine in 
 Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325, Irving TX 75061

POLICE & FIRE

Irving Fire Department responded to 138 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    38  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
          Structure Fires
      1   Special Operations
      1   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
    4  Major Accidents
  42 Major Medical
  15  Heart Attacks
  17 Difficulty Breathing
  16 Trauma Related
    4 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  Nov. 18 - 22, 2010

Donations will be acknowledged by Irving 
Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association 
(ICPAAA). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!
BEAU is always there for the citizens of Irving. 
Let’s be there for him! 
* See Laurie’s story on caringbridges.org/visit/
lauriejones/journal/3

One of Irving’s Finest
needs your help

Long time Irving Police Officer Glenn “Beau” 
Jones’ wife is fighting cancer again. Beau’s 
wife, Laurie, has contracted cancer for the 3rd 
time. She has cancer in four areas of her body 
and is undergoing treatment with experimental 
and procedures. The drugs and treatments are 
very expensive and many are not covered by 
insurance. Donations are requested to help offset 
the cost. Checks should be made payable to and 
mailed to:

LAURIE FUND
IRVING CITY EMPLOYEES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
GLENN JONES ACCOUNT
1408 W. PIONEER DRIVE

IRVING, TX  75061

By Staff Sgt. Ryan Matson
 It was 8 a.m., Nov. 6. Many young 
men in the United States were still 
sleeping on this Saturday morning. 
 However, that wasn’t the case for 
the soldiers of 3rd Platoon, Troop A, 
1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 
on Forward Operating Base Connolly, 
Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan. 
They were already up, checking over 
their mine resistant ambush protected 
vehicles and equipment to get ready 
for the day’s mission.
 The mission on this day would 
be a challenging one. Twenty-two 
soldiers, mostly from the 3rd Platoon 
“War Machine,” along with 25 Afghan 
National Army soldiers and two in-
terpreters would convoy seven miles 
to a staging site, dismount, and scale 
a more than 4,000-foot mountain en 
route to the remote Gurem Village, 
which sits on the side of another bor-
dering mountain. 
 The mission was to conduct a 
key leader engagement. It would be 
the scout’s first visit to the village, 
and there was talk of possible Taliban 
influence there. None of the scouts 
knew quite what to expect.
 “That’s why I liked that mission,” 
said U.S. Army Spc. Jacob Phillips, a 
cavalry scout from Irving, TX, with 
3rd Platoon, Attack Troop. “It’s more 
along the lines of what we’re supposed 
to do as scouts: to go where no one has 
gone before.”
 Around 9 a.m., the American 
and Afghan soldiers loaded into their 
vehicles and headed out into the dusty, 
desolate countryside outside Connolly. 
The heavy vehicles weaved around 
rock piles and other obstacles during 
the 45-minute journey to the staging 
site, which was on a large plateau at 
the base of the mountain that Gurem 

sits on.
 All of the soldiers of 3rd Platoon 
had experienced enemy contact in 
the past, and, though they remained 
vigilant, their mood was light as they 
headed through a village just before 
the staging area. They cracked jokes 
to one another through their headsets 
as the truck commander navigated the 
driver of his route to the area.
 The convoy was uneventful. 
The vehicles passed waving children, 
men on motorcycles, and mules and 
wandering livestock without incident. 
The soldiers parked their vehicles on 
the edge of the plateau and prepared 
for movement, lining up into teams led 
by the Afghan Army soldiers.
 “When we first started working 
with the AA back in August it was 
kind of a situation where we would 
take the lead and they would join in,” 
said U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Daniel Wild, 
an armor officer from Brandenburg, 
KY, and platoon leader of 3rd Platoon, 
A Troop. “Now it’s getting to the point 
where they take the lead and we pretty 
much join in. Their information was 
vital in the success of the mission.”
 Mohammed, the platoon leader 
for the Afghan Army weapons team 
with which 3rd Platoon had been 
working, had been through Gurem 
once before, said Wild. The Afghans 
were instrumental in planning the mis-
sion, as they recommended a better 
staging area for the vehicles due to 
their knowledge of the terrain.
 To get to Gurem, the soldiers 
would have to hike through the 
Towr Gahr Pass. At the foot of the 
pass, between the staging area and 
the mountains, the soldiers walked 
through the small village of Kakarak, 
where hordes of children were playing 
outside a school. Other curious villag-

ers came out to watch the soldiers as 
they crossed through their farm fields 
up to the stream.
 The stream was high and moving 
swiftly from rainfall the day before 
and there was no easy way to cross. 
Soldiers waded through the waist-high 
murky water and pushed through to the 
other side. That’s where the real work 
began.
 For the next hour and 15 minutes, 
the scouts, most of them carrying large 
rucksacks or assault packs filled with 
radios, ammo or other gear, steadily 
climbed four grueling miles to the top 
of the 4,000-foot mountain. 
 The soldiers pushed each other 
along, maintaining a tactical march-
ing interval, taking cover and pulling 
security when they made their few 
stops. They had scaled the mountain 
in 45 minutes less time than what 
they had estimated. It was a tough, 
four-mile trek, the platoon’s farthest 
foot movement of the year, but they 
toughed it out and got the job done.
 The mountain overlooked the vil-
lage of Gurem on the hillside beside it. 
When the soldiers reached the summit, 
they set up an observation point. The 
troop’s snipers spread out to provide 
cover throughout the OP. They would 
provide security from above as the 
other soldiers entered the village. 
Within minutes, they launched an un-
manned aerial vehicle from the staging 
area, flying above the troops for extra 
surveillance of the situation.
 The soldiers said they were sur-
prised by the reception they received 
upon entering the village. The village’s 
malik, or elder leader, Mohammed 
Ayub, was waiting with another man 
to greet them. Within minutes, three 
other men came out with pots of fresh 
chai tea and glasses for everyone in the 
group.
 “They seemed very pro-U.S.,” 
Wild said. “They seemed happy to see 
us.”
 Wild went about his business of 
seeking the answers he and the Af-
ghans had come for, while the other 
soldiers pulled security around the 
perimeter of the tiny village. He asked 
Ayub if anyone from the government 
had been to the village before. Ayub 
said it had been more than a year since 
anyone had been there. 
 Wild asked if there was a well or 
electricity in the village. There was 
neither. Instead, water came from a 
nearby spring.
 “These were the worst conditions 
of any of the villages we’ve visited,” 
said U.S. Army Sfc. Chauncy Nash 
of Honolulu, HI, the platoon sergeant 

for 3rd Platoon, A Troop. “The other 
villages we’d been to at least had elec-
tricity.”
 Wild and a civil affairs represen-
tative assessed more of the village’s 
needs. He asked if anyone in the town 
was sick.
 An elderly man, who struggled 
to walk, was led outside and A Troop 
medics U.S. Army Sgt. Jeffery Pettee 
of Port Huron, Mich., and U.S. Army 
Spc. Andreas Plaza, of Freeport, N.Y., 
talked with the man about his health 
and administered him some over-
the-counter medications, giving the 
interpreters instructions for the proper 
dosage.
 Wild also probed for some of the 
tactical information he was seeking. 
Ayub said there were no weapons in 
the village, allowing the Soldiers to 
freely explore. There were 12 brick/
mud huts, housing approximately 120 
villagers and 25 families.
 Ayub seemed to have a stronger 
belief in the Afghan government’s 
abilities when the soldiers left, said 

Wild.
 “They told us when we got there 
that they did not believe the Afghan 
government could help them,” Wild 
said. “We convinced them that we are 
here to help the Afghan government 
help them. It’s not the U.S. govern-
ment helping them; it’s us assisting 
the Afghan government in assisting 
them.”
 When Troop A had all the infor-
mation they came for, they bid the 
villagers farewell and set back up the 
ridge to the OP. Before they left, how-
ever, the Afghan Army’s team leader, 
Mohammed, reached into his wallet 
and gave the elderly man some of his 
own money as an act of good faith.
 It had been a successful mission, 
and one that the soldiers hoped would 
lead to promising future relations with 
the small village.
 “I would like to see us help them 
get a well, and maybe some grain for 
fertilizer,” Wild said. “If the villagers 
are doing well, the Taliban can’t influ-
ence them.”

Attack troop conquers mountain en route to Gurem

U.S. Army Spc. Jacob Phillips (front), a cavalry scout from Irving, 
with Troop A, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, and U.S. Army 
Spc. Bjorn Goller Hagord, a cavalry scout from Haiti, also from 
Troop A, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, cross a river of 
muddy water in the Towr Gahr Pass. The soldiers of Troop A climbed 
a 4,000-foot mountain to reach Gurem Village, which they were 
visiting for the first time. Photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Matson 



The Irving Ramblerwww.IrvingRambler.comNovember 27, 2010Page 4

 Organizations are required to re-submit their information on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will 
have accurate information.
 Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertising opportunities.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Circle I - Square & Round
Dance Club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

October 11 at 7pm
IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

Unlike the scary actor Boris Karloff, 
I am a sweet, handsome and loving 4 
year old neutered guy. I was rescued 
from another shelter and brought here, 
so that I can find my forever home. 
You must come by and I promise I 
will not scare you - in fact you will 
be mesmerized by my sweetness and 
good looks!

My name is Landry, and as you can 
see by my cheerleader uniform, I am 
quite the character! I’m an 11 month 
old Terrier mix with beautiful blonde 
hair and big brown eyes. I have a very 
outgoing personality and will fit in 
great with kids and/ or other pets. The 
DFW Humane Society rescued me 
from a shelter out in the country and I 
had Heartworms! If you would like to 
make a donation toward the $165 they 
used to get me well, just click on the 
Angel Fund and specify that it is for 
Landry! I really am looking forward 
to a forever home! On Oct. 21, Mary and Charles Ewing celebrated their 66th Wedding An-

niversary. They have lived in Irving for 43 years. They have three children: 
Rodney Ewing, Gary Ewing and Deborah Holland. There are six grand-
children and two great granddaughters. She has sold Avon for the last 44 
years. Charles is a veteran of WWII and Korea War.

High school sweethearts, Betty and Jack Huffman of Pontotoc and Freder-
icksburg, TX were married Nov. 3, 1950, at First Baptist Church in Orange, 
TX. Betty was attended by her sister Gwendolyn Ramsey and Jack’s best 
man was Charles Peveto. They honeymooned in San Antonio. They have two 
sons and a daughter. Jack Huffman Jr., and wife Debra of Orange, Mance 
Huffman and wife Gina of Galitin, TN and Connie Randle and husband Dew-
ayne of Coppell. They have 5 Grandchildren, Lindsey Johnson and husband 
Blake, Trey Huffman and wife Rachel, Ryan Randle, Lauren Randle and Jack 
Robert Huffman. They have two great grandchildren. Jack is a retired Civil 
Engineer and Betty is a retired Speech Pathologist. After following Jack’s 
career as City Manager of Orange, Greeley, CO and Irving, they retired to 
the Hill Country. They attend First Baptist Church of Llano, TX.

ANNIVERSARIES
Huffmans celebrate 60th 
wedding anniversary

Ewings celebrate
66 years of  marrage

looks at these programs as how do 
we catalyze people in communities 
to make a difference. That is called 
community development. That leads 
to what we call economic develop-
ment, because the value of the ben-
efits of these trees has an economic 
value. This event is really about is 
bringing you in to be a part of this 
community to make a difference and 
to make the quality of life here better 
than any place else. 
 “This is the kickoff for a re-
gional initiative we will unveil in 
the spring. All of the communities 
throughout North Texas are going 
to look at how we can plant two to 
three million trees over the next 10 
years. So we need a lot of tree hug-
gers, tree planters and support from 
communities like yours.”
 The Super Grow XLV event 
could not have been successful 
without the aid of hundreds of vol-
unteers.
 “We are going to plant some 
trees,” said volunteer James Dick-
ens. “It is so healthy for the environ-
ment. This is something that works 
for everybody, not just in our com-
munity but nationwide. 
 “I am especially glad to see 
some of our students coming out 
from the various high schools and 
colleges here in Irving. We are trying 
to do the right thing for the commu-
nity.”

 The Super Grow event wouldn’t 
be complete if the upcoming game 
was not discussed.
 “We haven’t even played the 
Super Bowl yet,” Mr. Groh said. 
“Those of us with the NFL have had 
the best time you can imagine being 
here in North Texas. This should be 
the home of Super Bowl. This is a 
wonderful place. I do hope it works 
out well, so we can come back here 
in the next couple of years. 
 “The Super Bowl has already 
been placed for the next couple of 
years. But we pick about three to 
four years ahead, because we have 
to. It is kind of a misconception that 
the NFL picks it. The team owners 
decide where the Super Bowl will 
be based on the bids. 
 “The Super Bowl is here in 
North Texas, and then we go to 
Indianapolis. Then we go to New 
Orleans, which will be a very emo-
tional time for all of us. The NFL has 
been involved a lot in the rebuilding 
of New Orleans. Then the Super 
Bowl will be in New York. We don’t 
know what that will be like. There 
has never been a Super Bowl that 
close to the North Pole,” he said.
 Super Grow XLV is a part-
nership between the Texas Trees 
Foundation, NFL’s Environmental 
Program, North Texas Super Bowl 
XLV Host Committee and the Texas 
Forest Service.

Continued from page 1

Tree huggers celebrate 
during Super Grow XLV

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Letters to the Editor section is devoted to giving the people of Irving a 
voice. The Irving Rambler accepts your input, letters, comments – good as well 
as bad, and opinions. This section is provided for you the reader.

If you would like to see your ideas in print, please email them to Irving@
IrvingRambler.com or mail them to: The Irving Rambler
   Re: Letters to the Editor
   P.O. Box 177731
   Irving, Texas 75017

The death of Thanksgiving
 Okay guys, I thought I could 
keep this in, but no more. I was run-
ning errands, with my family, shop-
ping at the local box stores and find 
it truly fascinating as to how these 
retail giants have skipped over one 
holiday and bombarded us with the 
other. 
 I know I’m a little late with 
this as these moguls began plaster-

ing their “houses” with Christmas 
decorations back in early September. 
And let’s not forget the media. Oh 
No, we know they’re sticking their 
greedy mittens in the money- pot 
as well. We all know it’s about the 
almighty advertising dollar. 
 One word, “Commercialized”
 So what about Thanksgiving? 
Why is there such a rush to Christ-
mas? It’s still there, right where we 

left it last year. Not going anywhere. 
I think we all forget, yes, I’m talking 
all you CEO’s as well, about the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving. 
 Thanksgiving is a holiday lost. 
Just another excuse to take a day 
off from work, pack on the pounds, 
and sit in their Lazy-Boy watching 
their favorite team on the ‘ole boob 
tube. 
 How about this? Turn off the 
television, have a sensible meal with 
family and talk about things you’re 
thankful for. Include the little ones 
too. Make them part of the conversa-
tion. Recall the blessings from the 
previous year. 
 Or, try this: Get together with 
family and friends, or if you’re the 

CEO, organize the employees and 
arrange a collection drive of some 
sort. A coat drive, food drive, etc... 
Something, to bring happiness to the 
lives of others. 
 Thanksgiving has been around a 
long time and as this country moves 
through the sands of time, we have 
become more commercialized. It’s 

my feeling we need to move away 
from worrying about our own per-
sonal gratification and start moving 
towards helping fulfill the needs of 
others.

Whadaya say? 
 
Erik Berthelsen

Provided by David Bary
 The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) announced eight 
out of the nine hydraulic fracturing 
companies that received voluntary 
information requests in September 
agreed to submit information to 
help the agency conduct its study on 
hydraulic fracturing. However, the 
ninth company, Halliburton, failed 
to provide EPA the information. As a 
result, the EPA issued a subpoena to 
the company requiring submission of 
the requested information that has yet 
to be provided. 
 EPA’s congressionally mandated 
hydraulic fracturing study will look at 
the potential impact on drinking water 
and public health. The agency is under 
deadline to provide initial results by 
the end of 2012 and the thoroughness 
of the study depends on access to in-
formation about the methods used for 
fracturing. 
 The EPA announced it would 
solicit input from the public through 
a series of public meetings in major 
oil and gas production regions. The 
agency completed the public meetings 
and Americans from across the coun-
try shared their views on the study. 
 On Sep. 9, EPA reached out to 
nine leading national and regional 
hydraulic fracturing service providers, 

BJ Services, Complete Production 
Services, Halliburton, Key Energy 
Services, Patterson-UTI, RPC, Inc., 
Schlumberger, Superior Well Services, 
and Weatherford, seeking informa-
tion on the chemical composition of 
fluids used in the hydraulic fracturing 
process, data on the impacts of the 
chemicals on human health and the 
environment, standard operating pro-
cedures at their hydraulic fracturing 

sites and the locations of sites where 
fracturing has been conducted. 
 Except for Halliburton, the com-
panies have either fully complied with 
the request or made unconditional 
commitments to provide all the infor-
mation on a schedule.  
 More information on the sub-
poena is available at: www.epa.gov/
hydraulicfracturing.

Source: Environmental Protection Agency

Hydraulic fracturing impact examined
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 In an effort to provide children access to games, The Irving 
Rambler is accepting games to be donated to the Irving ISD, 
Irving’s Family Advocacy Center and the Children’s House at 
Baylor Irving. So check your closets and toy chests. If you or 
your children love a game, other children will love it as well. 
 The collection drive includes any games with some academic 
merit. We are hoping to receive everything from chess sets to 
Legos, building blocks to Operation, Scrabble to Monopoly and 
everything in between. There are literally thousands of games 

Gently used 
board games 

NEEDED

out there that can help develop a 
child’s self esteem, social 

skills, life skills, coordina-
tion and strategies. 

Please make sure all the 
pieces are included with 
the game. Remember if 
you would give a game to 
your children to play with, 
it is the type of game other 
children will benefit from 
having.
 Games can be dropped 
off at The Irving Rambler, 
625 S. Rogers, Irving, from 
10 a.m. till 4 p.m. As staff 
members are often in and 
out of the building, you 
may call 214-675-6493 to 
ensure someone is avail-
able to accept the games. 

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

RUSTIC hOME 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th 
St. Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as family 
has outgrown this house

SALES POSITION
Positive, persistent, people 
person needed to build per-
sonal clientele list from local 
area.  No overnight or long 
distance travel.  20-30 flex-
ible hours/wk between M-F 
& 8-5.  Must be computer 
literate w/own transportation, 
cell phone and computer ac-
cess.  Experience in outside 
advertising sales a plus!  No 
income ceiling!  Please send 
your resume to:
JeanaA@IrvingRambler.com

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

All Types Repair and Re-
modeling; indoor & exterior 

painting; G.E. Hedgecoke 38 
years experience, 35 years in 

Irving; 214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself!

Work your own schedule from 
anywhere & earn Big $$.
Direct Sales - NOT MLM.  

Potential customers contact 
you. You are paid directly by 
customer. $1,000 min. profit 

each sale.
972-636-1144

LAKE FRONT
2 story, 4 BR, 2.5 bths, 

WBFP, frmls, lg. kit/brkfst  
20x30 gamerm $1795 

+$1500 dep; 972.871.9181

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC hEARINGS
PROPOSED ZONING ChANGES

CITY OF IRVING PLANNING
AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amend-
ments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official 
Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties de-
scribed herein:
 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES
OF PUBLIC hEARINGS:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., 
Irving, Texas
Planning & Zoning Commission: December 6, 2010, 
7 p.m.
City Council: January 13, 2011, 7 p.m.

ZONING CASE ZC10-0041: Approximately 16.34 
acres at the northwest corner of Spur 346 and 
Las Colinas Blvd.
The request is to rezone the property from M-FW (Freeway) and 
R-40 (Single Family) district to TOD (Transit Oriented Devel-
opment) district to develop the property with multifamily uses at 
32 units per acre in Phase 1 and 40 units per acre in Phase 2, and 
approval of a detailed site plan for 256 units in Phase 1.

ZONING CASE ZC10-0043: Approximately 0.32 
acres at 1613 Upton Place
The request is to rezone the property from R-6 (Single Family) 
district to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) 
uses to allow a 1,440 square foot detached garage six feet from 
the side and rear property line and 17 feet tall, and a second ac-
cessory structure no more than 460 square feet in size.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hear-
ings and express their opinions on the zoning change requests.  
Written response for the record may also be submitted to: City 
of Irving – Planning and Inspections Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060.

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning and 
Inspections Department at the address listed above during normal 
business hours.  For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number 
when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces 
are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive 
hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for as-
sistance.

LEGAL NOTICE

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

DISTRIBUTOR

Lady seeking employment 
as p/t child care worker and/
or light houseworker. Asking 
$7.00 Hr. Irving area. Please 
call Ida 972-254-8121 days. 

Thanks so much.

SUMMARY OF ORDERS
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION
Thursday, NOVEMBER 18, 2010 at 3:00 p.m.
CITY hALL 825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD

VOLUNTARY  COMPLIANCE:

3006 Monticello Cir. 
824 Allen
1328 Etain Rd.             
1418 Trinity View 
500 – 506 W 6th St.  
907 French 
1004 Elwood Rd.

CLOSE FOR COMPLIANCE:

BSCP1006-0013 – 1005 Metker (Units 53, 54, 55, 56) dba Irving 
Place Apts. –  Henry S Chen

BSCP0902-0005 - 308 Lucille St. – Leo & Marie L Guerrero

BSCP0905-0012 – 126 & 126 ½  W. 2nd St. – Marco A May

INDIVIDUAL   CONSIDERATION
 
BSCP1008-0005 – 5344 – 5418 Frye Rd. – Abel Lopez Jr & 
Maria G Lopez
Allow city staff to make interior as well as exterior inspections. By 
November 29, 2010 provide scope and schedule. By Decem-ber 
9, 2010 obtain permits and begin repair or demolition.  No later 
than November 23, 2010 to secure the property. By January 9, 
2011 complete the repair or demolition.  If the property has not 
been brought into compliance with the Commissions November 
18, 2010 order the Commission will consider levying civil penalties 
of $1,000.00 per day.

BSCP1009-0002 -  307 and 307 1/2  High School Ln – Francisca 
& Samaniego Gomez / Beneficial Texas Inc.
Allow city staff to make interior as well as exterior inspections. By 
November 29, 2010 provide scope and schedule. By Decem-ber 
9, 2010 obtain permits and begin repair or demolition.  By January 
9, 2011 complete the repair or demolition.  If the prop-erty has not 
been brought into compliance with the Commissions November 
18, 2010 order the Commission will consider levying civil penal-
ties of $10.00 per day.

BSCP0811-0006 – 1502 W 4th St. – Roberta A Cooper      
Continue this case to January 20, 2011 hearing.

BSCP0905-0016 – 315 Countryside Dr. – Gonzalo Trejo  
Allow city staff to make interior and exterior inspections.  Com-
mission accepts scope & schedule dated October 19, 2010.  By 
December 24, 2010 complete the repairs or demolition.   If the 
property has not been brought into compliance with the Com-
missions January 21, 2010 order the Commission will consider 
levying civil penalties of $1,000.00 per day.

BSCP0903-0016 - 607 N MacArthur Blvd. – Susan Rodriguez                 
Pay civil penalties of $10.00 per day beginning on May 4, 2010 
through November 18, 2010, for total of $1,990.00 for failure to 
submit an approved scope and schedule.

BSCP1006-0005 – 1310 Bell – James E Culp/Duetsche Bank 
National Trust Company/Ocwen Loan Services                                   
Pay civil penalties of $1,000.00 per day beginning on November 
8, 2010 through November 18, 2010, for total of $11,000.00 for 
failure to complete the repair or demolition.

BSCP0911-0001 – 1828 James St. – William Dewayne Hill                    
By November 29, 2010 obtain permits for demolition.  By 
December 29, 2010 complete the demolition.  If the owner has 
not complied with the terms of the November 18, 2010 order by 
completing the demolition and removal of debris by December 29, 
2010 the Commission authorizes the City of Irving on or after 
December 30, 2010 to enter the property for Demolition.  If the 
property has not been brought into compliance with the 
Commissions November 18, 2010 order the Commission will 
consider levying civil penalties of $1,000.00 per day.

This is an abbreviated summary of the Commission Orders as 
established at the November 18, 2010 Building and Standards 
Commission Hearing.  A complete copy of the Commission’s 
Orders may be obtained from Maria Guzman, Clerk for the 
Building and Standards Commission, City of Irving, Code En-
forcement Department, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 75060 
(972-721-4831)

IN HOME 
CARE

HELP
WANTED

ematics before we can truly achieve 
the heights of science, because math 
is the tool of science,” she said.  
 Dr. Marcy Brown Marsden, 
Chairman of Biology Department at 
the University of Dallas, indicated 
that students decide early in their 
educational careers whether to pursue 
math and science rigorously. 
 “A lot of kids will decide whether 
they are interested in science or not in 
the latter part of elementary school and 
the early part of middle school. We 
may not have enough students getting 
interested in science early enough. If 
we don’t start students early enough 
building an interest in science, they 
won’t be studying science later,” Ms. 
Brown Marsden said.
 “There is a high demand for 
good science teachers at all levels 
of education. A good science teacher 
with a strong background in science is 
capable of not only giving that educa-
tion, but also in getting kids interested 
in science. Not having those teachers 
can limit our competitiveness inter-
nationally when it comes to science 
education. 
 “If you look at India, you see a 
much higher premium placed on a 
science education and having a student 
continue in a science field such as 
medicine. Becoming a doctor is a very 
high goal for a child and something 
the parents would be very strongly 
interested in. The parents see there is a 
value in education in that field so far as 
the availability of jobs and salaries.”
 Parents who do not have a good 
understanding of math and science 
may not have the resources to en-
courage their children to study those 
fields. 
 “A lot of American parents don’t 
feel qualified to help their children 
with science homework. The parents 
might feel more qualified to help 
students with reading or history, but 
science can be really challenging for 
a lot of parents. Having a teaching 
resource outside of school is difficult 
in the sciences. If you have a parent 
with a keen interest in science, they 
are going to work with their children 
to try to learn together. 
 “If we have a culture that places a 
value on being scientifically minded, I 
think we will find our students will be-
come more scientifically competitive. 
I don’t always see that value present 
in our culture. 
 “It is hard to encourage people 
to go on in science if they don’t see 
science being respected,” Ms. Brown 
Marsden said.
 Communities, schools and busi-
nesses need to work together now to 
create and support programs that will 
encourage our students to study math 
and sciences, according to Truman 
Bell, ExxonMobil’s senior program 
officer for Education and Diversity.
 “I think the situation kind of 
slipped up on us,” Mr. Bell said. 
“We’ve had a very good economy in 

the last 30 years. We’ve had a very 
educated public. We’ve been a leader 
in many fronts on the worldwide 
stage. 
 “About 15 years ago, the U.S. 
ranked very high in mathematics when 
compared to other countries. I don’t 
know whether we progressed or not, 
but the rest of the world really did. 
We may have just sat still while they 
moved along. Whichever the case, we 
are behind in terms of how our kids 
are scoring on an international scale 
on those high stakes tests. That should 
move us to do something.
 “A few years ago, the National 
Academies did a study called Rising 
Above the Gathering Storm, which 
addressed this issue and many others. 
It laid out some plans the United States 
must do if we are to stay competitive 
on a worldwide scale. If we don’t 
do these things, we very well could 
lose our technology advantage in the 
world. 
 “One of the best things we can do 
is invest in our young peoples math 
and science education. 
 “We do not have enough degreed 
math and science teachers in this 
country. I don’t want to do anything to 
indict the teachers. It is not the teach-
ers’ fault. We have a lot of wonderful 
teachers who have inspired young 
people to go on and become very 
successful engineers and scientists. 
We simply don’t have enough of those 
people today. 
 “The studies of math and science 
are very rigorous. They are seen as dif-
ficult degrees which take a lot of work. 
There are a lot of occupations people 
with math and science backgrounds 
can go into that pay more than teach-
ing. An engineer or scientist makes 
a lot more money than a teacher. We 
have not attracted enough people to go 
into the classroom 
and teach math and 
science with those 
degrees. So we have 
to live with what we 
have produced. 
 “In many mid-
dle schools, you will 
find teachers who 
do not even have 
a minor in math or 
science who are 
actually teaching 
in the seventh and 
eighth grades. There 
are some very good 
teachers there, but 
you can only teach 
so much of what you 
don’t know. 
 “We need to get 
more high school 
students into rigor-
ous math, science 
and English courses. 
Competition aca-
demically and from 
a technology stand-
point is all about 

rigor. If a student is going to go into 
a college and major in engineering, 
science, mathematics or technology, 
he is going to need a very strong K-12 
academic background.”
 High school students should 
be encouraged to take challenging 
courses. 
 “The rigorous courses in high 
school are called Advanced Placement 
(AP). The students who are going to 
go on and become engineers should be 
in advance placement calculus if they 
are going to be prepared to meet that 
challenge. 
 “We have a program called Ad-
vanced Placement Training and Incen-
tives Program at the National Math 
and Science Initiative,” Mr. Bell said. 
“The program trains more teachers to 
teach AP courses and we lay the foun-
dation in the middle schools preparing 
the teachers to get the students ready to 
take AP courses in high school. We can 
measure the results by how students 
are doing on the national AP tests. 
 “The success of the program in 
the first two years is absolutely phe-
nomenal. The number of kids in this 
program who are taking AP tests and 
scoring in the top two levels is about 
nine times the national average. 
 “The high school students who 
are taking the rigorous courses have 
a much better chance of going on 
to college and being successful in 
engineering, math and sciences. They 
will help us compete on a worldwide 
scale. 
 “The competition means we must 
have a focus on math and science. 
We are going to have to be producing 
students who are doing very well and 
are preparing to go to universities and 
majoring in those fields if we are going 
to turn out people in those careers,” he 
said. 

how to teach math, the pedagogy of 
math. That would offend some very 
good, hard working and loyal math 
teachers, and I don’t mean that to be 
the case. Research shows most of the 
educators in the United States come 
from mostly middle class families of-
ten in some sort of service business
 “When I was a student, I watched 
the teacher do the math a lot. The 
teacher was at the chalkboard showing 
me the process. Then I would get to 
show the teacher how to do it. We have 
more tools, but we still teach math the 
same way, because it worked for us,” 
Ms. Morris said. 
 “Now that we are teachers, we 
can’t give students a relevancy of why 
they need to do the math. We can’t 
come up with the real world applica-
tion, because we don’t have it in our 
repertoire. Our parents weren’t build-
ing bridges. They weren’t working as 
architects or civil engineers. Some 

were, but they are better math teachers 
if they have that experience. 
 “It is hard for teachers to give 
that type of relevancy and even career 
goals to students when it is kind of 
beyond us. 
 “We need to teach students to 
think math, apply math and find so-
lutions to math, not to do math. We 
need to grow as educators. I don’t 
know that we are nurturing ourselves 
in that direction, because we have that 
big accountability thing hanging. To 
some degree to be successful at that, 
students need to be able to calculate 
and to some degree solve word prob-
lems. Problem solving in mathematics 
is more than doing a word problem, 
because that just puts the numbers in 
the right operation, then it is back to 
calculating. 
 “We need to open a mathematical 
view of the world to students. I truly 
believe we have to do that with math-

Continued from page 1

Rigorous math, science courses lead to success in future
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IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
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Mungles on Movies

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

Tangled

is based on the popular kid’s story 
of Princess Rapunzel and her long 
locks of love and features a cast of 
well created and likeable characters. 
As with most of the Disney classics 
this one might lean a little more to 

the effeminate demographic but does 
offer some laughs and action for the 
lads in your family as well.
 Rapunzel (Mandy Moore) has 
been kidnapped and locked away 
by an evil old hag (Donna Murphy) 
who deceives Rapunzel into think-
ing the world is a bad place. When 
a handsome, young rouge (Zachary 
Levi) stumbles onto the tower and 
the locked away princess, Rapunzel 
uses him to help her steal away for 
one adventurous night. There their 
journey of adventure, love and ex-
citement begins. One that just might 
lead the princess back to the home 
she never knew existed. 
 Tangled makes good use of 
its characters. Of course there is 
Rapunzel and her miles of golden 
locks. Hair that comes in handy for 
swinging through trees or tying up 
cute intruders. Her “prince charm-
ing” is Flynn Ryder; a good looking 
guy but also a little on the ditzy side. 
One of the funniest additions is a 
horse named Maximus. He is part of 
the royal guard in search of Ryder. 
He acts more like a bloodhound 
than a horse, and though he never 
speaks a word, his gestures and 
facial expressions make for a large 
dose of the humor. The rest being 
filled in by a small chameleon, a pet 
of Rapunzel’s. 
 Fans of the Disney classics will 
appreciate the large dose of musical 
numbers in this one. The tunes were 
a nice throwback to films like Snow 
White and Cinderella, and Mandy 
Moore does a fabulous job voicing 
and singing her part. One of the 
best musical moments takes place 
in a pub with some less than fancy 
ruffians. These are the moment that 
Disney shines above all the other 
animated studios. They might not 
have it all, but they certainly have 
a gift for putting together a winning 
hit.
 Tangled is rated PG for brief 
mild violence. There are a few sword 
fights and some fist-a-cuffs plus 
Rapunzel swings a mean frying pan. 
There is of course the Disney dose 
of magic too. Rapunzel’s long locks 
have healing powers, and when she 
sings a special song, they can restore 
youthful looks; which is why the 
old woman grabs her up in the first 
place. 
 I give Tangled a solid 4 out of 5 
lanterns. Fun characters, a well writ-
ten spin on the story, and the musical 
merriment make this a perfect post 
feasting film for the whole family. 
Review copyright 2010 Mungleshow 
Productions. Used by Permission.

Disney does it right again
By Matt Mungle
Title: Tangled
Rated: PG
 There are a few things that 
make the new Disney animated 
film Tangled a whole lot of fun. It 

Provided by Samantha Garcia
 The 2010-2011 academic year 
is underway and off to a success-
ful start, especially for 11 Catholic 
school educators and staff who 
have been awarded Work of Heart 
Awards and $500 grants in the first 
award disbursement of awards for 
this school year. Over the past five 
years, The Catholic Foundation has 
granted 675 Work of Heart Awards 
totaling $450,000.
 Recipients of the Work of Heart 
Awards were selected from nomina-
tions written by students, teachers, 
parents, administrators and commu-

was greatly increased over the five 
years before.”
 The growing trend is strictly a 
matter of statistical odds as, from all 
indications, the feral hog population 
is increasing, he said.
 Typically, feral hog sows will 
have a litter a year, and the litter size 
averages five. Though they can have 
litters of their own earlier, the female 
piglets will usually have their first 
when they are about 13 months old, 
Higginbotham said.
 “Feral hogs are the most pro-
lific large mammal on the face of the 
Earth,” he said. “There’s no question 
about that.”
 Higginbotham was recently invit-
ed to give a presentation at the eighth 
annual International Symposium on 
Wild Boar in the United Kingdom. 
He learned from his international col-
leagues that as bad as the problem is 
in Texas, the situation is worse in some 
other countries, he said.
 “France and Germany each esti-
mate that the annual collision rate is 
2 percent to 2.5 percent of the popula-
tion,” Higginbotham said. “Therefore, 
they estimate 20,000 to 25,000 colli-
sions per million hogs.”
 In Sweden, wild pig collisions 
have quadrupled since 2005, he said, 
and research there indicates that rate 
of incidents is tied to specific levels of 
vehicular traffic. Light traffic means 
fewer accidents, of course, but with 
higher levels of traffic, numbers of 
collisions reduced.
 “The peak collision rate occurred 
when traffic was at 86 cars per hour,” 
he said. “The conjecture was that 
higher noise levels associated with 
more car traffic made the hogs more 
wary. Less traffic and the numbers 
decreased.”
 Higginbotham offered the follow-
ing guidelines for reducing the risk of 
deer or hog collisions:
-- Stay alert and slow down, particu-
larly when driving between dusk and 
dawn for the animals are nocturnal.
-- Don’t relax after a deer passes the 
road ahead of you without incident. 
Deer travel in groups. It is not the one 
you see that’s the problem, it is the 
next ones following it.
-- At night, travel behind another vehi-
cle at a safe distance but where you can 
easily see the car in your headlights. 
Allow the car in front to run interfer-
ence for you, Higginbotham said.
-- Deer and hog crossing signs are 
there for a reason; pay attention to 
them.
 The damage of a hog or deer 
collision isn’t always confined to 
the animal and the vehicle, Higgin-
botham said. A 2007 study by John 
Mayer, Washington Savannah River 
Company, Aiken, S.C. and Paul Johns, 
Carolina Wildlife Consultants, found 
that during a 38-year period on the Sa-
vannah River Site in South Carolina, 6 
percent of the accidents caused human 
injuries.
 “It’s very much a human-health 
issue,” Higginbotham said.

By Robert Burns
 There are an estimated 1.5 million 
deer-vehicle collisions annually in the 
U.S., resulting in damages of about $1 
billion, according to a Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service wildlife specialist.
 And deer aren’t the only large 
mammal apt to cross against traffic. 
Research has shown feral hog-vehicle 
collisions may occur at an average rate 
of about 1 percent of the hog popula-
tion or more yearly, said Dr. Billy 
Higginbotham, AgriLife Extension 
wildlife specialist.
 “This means an estimated 10,000 
hog-vehicle collisions for each one 
million hogs,” he said.
 Though there have been “guess-
timates” published on the number 
of feral hogs in Texas, no one really 
knows how many there are, Higgin-
botham said.
 “If anyone quotes you a number, 
then they’re lying, because it’s all 
conjecture,” he said.
 While car collisions with feral 
hogs are a constant threat, drivers 
are more likely to have a too-close 
encounter with whitetailed deer during 
the animals’ breeding season, called 
the “rut” than any other time of the 
year. Rut begins in early November 
in Texas.
 “November and December mark 
the breeding season for whitetail deer 
for most of the state of Texas,” Hig-
ginbotham said. “It can run through 
Christmas in Deep South Texas.
 “This is the time of year when 
drivers need to be particularly vigilant 
as they drive in rural areas or any area 
that has high deer populations.”
 During the breeding season 
whitetail bucks “throw caution to the 
wind” as they chase does, he said. 
This is why drivers often see a deer 
cross the road safely ahead of them, 
usually a doe, but then get hit by the 
buck that’s blindly pursuing the doe.
 The peak of the breeding period 
varies from one region of Texas to 
another, but there’s one sure way to 
know when it’s happening in your 
area, he said.
 “If there’s any doubt when the 
peak of the breeding season is in your 
area check with the local auto-body 
shops,” he said. “That’s when the 
number of deer accidents usually top 
out.”
 Feral-hog vehicle collisions are 
more likely in late summer or late win-
ter as the animals cross and feed along 
roadways and rural roads in search of 
food, Higginbotham said. The risk is 
not tied to a specific breeding season 
because hogs breed 12 months out of 
the year.
 But there’s no question that hog-
car encounters are always a danger, 
and the incidences are increasing 
yearly, he said.
 “I think we’ve steadily trended 
upward in terms of hog and vehicle 
collisions over the last 10 years,” 
Higginbotham said. “There’s a much 
higher incidence now than there was 
five years ago. And five years ago, it 

Deer, wild hog and car 
collisions expensive

nity members. The criteria is based 
on traditional merit including tenure 
and leadership, acts of kindness or 
charity, Christian example, mentor-
ing and simply going the extra mile 
for an individual student, family or 
the community.
 The following recipients each 
received a Work of Heart Award 
and $500 in recognition of their 
outstanding service.  
 Bernice Engel, a teacher at The 
Highlands School.
 Eleanor Graham, an English 
teacher; and Mario Root, a counselor 
at Bishop Dunne Catholic School.

Catholic Foundation 
kicks off  6th year of 
Work of Heart Program

Wizards, wizards everywhere

With pointed hats and wands aplenty, members of the USS Joshua welcome the latest 
installment of the Harry Potter series to Hollywood Theaters.
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Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Brian Stuart

WilliamSon
Brian Stuart Wil-
liamson, age 41, 
of Dallas, TX 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
Thursday, No-
vember 11, 2010. 
He was born May 
30, 1969 in Phil-
adelphia, PA to 
Bruce and Elaine 

Williamson. Brian graduated from 
Cardinal Dougherty High School. 
He then received his Bachelors 
Degree in Restaurant Management 
from Colorado State University, and 
his Masters Degree in Acupuncture 
and Chinese Medicine from South-
west Acupuncture College. Brian 
managed several restaurants, in-
cluding Panera Bread in Plano,TX;  
The Railyard in Boulder, CO and 
in Santa Fe, NM; and Nico’s Cata-
combs in Fort Collins, CO. While 
managing Nico’s Catacombs, he met 
Hillary Anderson. Brian and Hillary 
were married March 28, 2009. He is 
survived by his wife, Hillary Ander-
son; his parents, Bruce and Elaine 
Williamson and his two brothers, 
Bruce and Mark. A memorial service 
for friends will be held in Santa Fe, 
NM, and a private memorial service 
for family in the Spring of 2011 in 
Maine. Brian was an avid wine col-
lector, and loved fine food. He was 
a devoted and loving husband, son 
and brother, and a genuine and sup-
porting friend. Brian made friends 
everywhere he went, and always 
considered others before himself. He 
could walk into a room and lighten it 
with a joke and his presence always 
brought a smile to those around him. 
He will truly be missed by all who 
knew and loved him. Arrangements 
were made by Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home  Irving TX.

Bill lyonS
Bill Lyons, of Irving, passed away 
Tuesday, November 23, 2010 and 
reunited with his beautiful wife 
Betty who preceded him in death 
in 1996. He was born December 
5, 1942 in Humphrey, Arkansas to 
Mack & Walsie Lyons. He retired 
in 1995 after 30 years of service at 
General Motors. His greatest joys 
in life were his family and hunting. 
He was also preceded in death by his 
parents, 3 brothers and 3 sisters. He 
is survived by his daughters Trina & 

Lonnie Jones, Tonja Johnson, Tamra 
& Joey Pike all of Irving; 6 grand-
children Scotty & Jennifer Jones, 
Karissa & Garret Rife, Laci John-
son & Robert Ray Johnson, Billy 
Pike & Brady Pike all of Irving; 2 
great-grandchildren Braelan Rife & 
Gavin Rife of Irving; 2 brothers & 
3 sisters as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. The family 
received friends Friday at Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home. Graveside 
services will be held 2 PM Saturday 
November 27, 2010 at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens with Rev. Jody 
Nichols officiating.

alan SCruggS
Alan Scruggs, age 50 of Maypearl, 
TX. passed away in Irving, TX. on 
Oct. 31, 2010. He was born May 15, 
1960 in Fort Knox, KT. A Memorial 
Service was held on Thurs., Nov. 
11, 2010 at First Baptist Church in 
Maypearl, TX, Pastor Tony Sheffield 
officiating. Arrangements by Chism-
Smith Funeral Home.

lloyd Kenneth &
mary FranCeS gauSe

Lloyd Kenneth Gause passed away 
Sat., Nov. 20, 2010. His wife, Mary 
Frances Gause, passed away Tues., 
Nov. 23. They were both of Fort 
Worth and previously of Irving. 
Funeral services will be held at 9:30 
AM Mon., Nov. 29 at Brown’s Me-
morial Chapel. Burial will follow at 
DFW National Cemetery. The fam-
ily will receive friends from 8 AM 
until time of service Mon.

Betty Jo WatSon
Betty Jo Watson, age 76, of Musko-
gee, OK, passed away on Mon., Nov. 
15, 2010. She was born on Sept. 26, 
1934 in Pampa, TX to A.A. and Bon-
nie Callahan. Funeral Services were 
held at 2:00 pm on Fri., Nov. 19th 
at the Chism-Smith Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment following at 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in 
Irving, TX.

gary lee

BayleSS
Gary Lee Bayless peacefully passed 
away Nov. 20, 2010 following a 
lengthy battle with cancer. Born to 
Etna Mae ‘Macy’ and Offie Bay-
less on Aug. 11, 1941 in Tyler, TX. 
Funeral services were held Tues., 

Nov. 23, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. He was laid to rest follow-
ing services at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens in Irving.

elva l.
“SiS” george

Elva L. “Sis” George, 86, of Irving, 
died Wednesday November 17, 2010 
at Baylor Hospital. She was born 
July 30, 1924 in Greencastle, PA. 
Visitation was held prior to services 
at 2:00 p.m. at Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home followed by funeral 
services at 3:00 p.m. Sunday, No-
vember 21, 2010 with Rev. Ron 
Trosper officiating.

Ken King
Ken King, of Irving, passed away 
November 16, 2010. He was born 
on October 6, 1969 in Wynne, Ar-
kansas. Funeral services were held 
at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, November 20, 
2010 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral 
Home Chapel.

JaniCe

marie daviS
Janice Marie Davis, beautiful and 
loving mother, grandmother and 
true friend to many, passed away 
Saturday, November 20, 2010 in 
Dallas. She was born on January 
26, 1955. The funeral service was 
1 p.m., Wednesday, November 24, 
2010 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home Chapel. 

auStin Six
Austin Six, 93, of Irving, died 
Wednesday, November 17, 2010. 
He was born July 3, 1917 in Erie, 
KS. Visitation was Saturday, No-
vember 20 at Donnelly’s Colonial 
Funeral Home. Service was 10:00 
a.m., Monday, November 22, at 
the First Christian Church, Irving. 
Burial was at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens, Irving 

Polly Belt

WelBorn
Polly Belt Welborn, 90, of Irving, 
died Wednesday, November 17, 
2010 at an Irving nursing center. She 
was born January 13, 1920 in Dal-
las. Visitation was Monday. Service 
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, November 
23 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home Chapel. Interment at Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery.

 Irving ISD will sponsor the 
annual Holiday Adopt-A-Family 
program from through Dec. 3. This 
valuable program gives individuals, 
organizations and companies the 
opportunity to “adopt” one or more 
disadvantaged Irving ISD students 
and their families for the holiday 
season.
 When someone “adopts a fam-
ily” they will receive a wish list 

from a school counselor with a list 
of items that the family can use such 
as linens, clothing, toys and food. 
The list includes sizes and other 
details that will help the buyer make 
the purchases. Once the items are 
purchased, buyers will work with 
the school counselor to determine 
delivery date and whether the items 
will be delivered to the school or 
directly to the family.

 Individuals, organizations and 
companies interested in participating 
are encouraged to contact Thelma 
Cantu at 972-600-5017 or tcantu@
irvingisd.net. Cantu will connect 
those interested in adopting a fam-
ily to a counselor at a participating 
school. 
 Families in need wishing to be 
adopted should contact the counselor 
at their child’s school in order to 
participate.

Holiday Adopt-A-Family Program

 In cooperation between the 
North Texas Super Bowl XLV Host 
Committee and area school districts, 
the Big Thought creative learning 
organization is currently sponsor-
ing SLANT 45: Service Learning 
Adventures in North Texas.
 IISD schools participating in 
SLANT 45 are Britain Elementary 
School, Brandenburg Elementary 
School, Elliott Elementary School, 
Farine Elementary School, John 
Haley Elementary School, Johnston 
Elementary School, and Schulze 
Elementary School. John Haley’s 
effort is themed “Bulldogs Giving 
Back”, named for the school mascot. 
At Farine, second grade students ap-
plied for and received a $100 stipend 
to purchase supplies to improve the 
school’s playground and recess area. 
At Johnston, Art Teacher Heather 

Schools par ticipate in
service learning projects

McCarroll is leading her team of 
students to create a sculpture for the 
school garden.
 SLANT 45 is a free youth 
education program developed for 
elementary-age children. Designed 
and managed by creative-learning 
nonprofit Big Thought in partnership 
with the North Texas Super Bowl 
XLV Host Committee, SLANT 45 
aims to become one of the biggest 
communitywide service-learning 
programs for children in America.
 Key components of SLANT 
45 include a reflective collage, a 
special touring art exhibition, and 
a January 2011 celebration at Cow-
boys Stadium in Arlington. If teams 
would like their reflective art piece 
to be considered for the SLANT 
45 Touring Art Exhibition, service-
learning projects must be complete 

and creative reflective pieces turned 
in by Oct. 31. In order for teams to 
be eligible to attend the culminating 
event at Cowboys Stadium, projects 
must be complete by Dec. 31.
 To learn more and to register a 
team, visit http://slant45.org. 
Source: Irving ISD

Provided by Lindsay Prince
 Dallas Area Habitat for Humanity 
has been improving neighborhoods 
and changing lives for the better in 
Dallas County for 24 years, and has 
recently launched a new effort to sup-
port the funding of 20 new homes for 

20 families by spring. 
 “Habitat is recognized as an 
organization that builds houses, but 
what people don’t always realize is 
that our program educates and em-
powers families to impact their whole 
neighborhood,” said Bill Hall, Dallas 

Area Habitat CEO. “We believe that 
the opportunity to own a good home 
means we are strengthening families 
and, and as a result, building good 
communities.” 
 The idea for “I’m Good People” 
stems from the thought that good 

homes come from good people, and 
good people come from good homes. 
Dallas Area Habitat aims to educate 
the community about how the Habitat 
for Humanity home ownership pro-
gram actually works. 
 “Many people think Habitat is an 
organization that gives away homes, 
but this is an affordable home-buying 
opportunity,” said Hall. “Our program 
requires that potential homeowners 
hold down a job, put 400 hours of 
sweat equity into the home as a down 
payment, pay an interest-free 25 year 
mortgage, and then participate in 
education on becoming a homeowner, 
maintaining a home and keeping a 
budget.”
 As a result of the practical and 
educational needs that Dallas Area 
Habitat is meeting, the organization 
has seen proven benefits to communi-

ties. Nationally, children in families 
who own a home get better grades 
in school and are 62 percent more 
likely to continue education after high 
school. In addition, neighborhoods 
where Dallas Habitat homes are built 
see a decrease in violent crime. 
 “It’s a beautiful thing when you 
wake up each morning and know that 
you’re at home – that there’s a place 
you can call home,” said Cornell Nash, 
a homeowner through the Dallas Habi-
tat program.
 “We look forward to engaging 
people in our community to help 
us reach our goal,” said Hall. “And 
whether you donate time, $10 or 
$10,000, it doesn’t make you a bet-
ter person, it just makes you Good 
People.” 
 For more information, visit
www.ImGoodPeople.org.

Building homes is more than building houses
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¥ If you’re planning to be 
in the San Francisco area in 
June, you might want to plan 
a stop in the nearby town of 
Petaluma for the Sonoma-
Marin Fair. This is where the 
competition to determine the 
world’s ugliest dog is held 
every year. In addition to 
earning bragging rights, the 
owner of the winning pooch is 
awarded a prize of $1,000.

¥ According to a survey con-
ducted by the Pew Research 
Center, the home appliances 
Americans consider to be 
the most essential are clothes 
washers and dryers, followed 
by air conditioners. Obvious-
ly, the majority of the survey’s 
respondents weren’t residents 
of Florida or Texas. 

¥ If you’re frightened of bugs, 
you might not want to know 
the following tidbit: There are 
10 quintillion insects alive on 
the planet. 

¥ It was 20th-century British 
author and Anglican priest 
William Ralph Inge who 
made the following sage ob-
servation: “Events in the past 
may be roughly divided into 
those which probably never 
happened and those which do 
not matter.”

¥ Historians report that Na-
poleon Bonaparte, when he 
wasn’t busy conquering, en-
joyed ice skating.

¥ Half of all cookies baked in 
the United States are of the 
chocolate-chip variety.

¥ On Dec. 19, 1732, Benjamin 
Franklin of Philadelphia first 
publishes “Poor Richard’s Al-
manack.” The book, filled with 
proverbs preaching industry 
and prudence, was published 
continuously for 25 years and 
became one of the most popu-
lar publications in colonial 
America, selling an average of 
10,000 copies a year.

¥ On Dec. 17, 1843, Charles 
Dickens’ classic story “A 
Christmas Carol” is published. 
When Dickens’ father was 
thrown into debtors’ prison in 

1824, 12-year-old Charles was 
sent to work in a factory. The 
miserable treatment of chil-
dren and the institution of the 
debtors’ jail became topics of 
several of Dickens’ novels.

¥ On Dec. 18, 1886, the often-
controversial baseball legend 
Ty Cobb is born in Narrows, 
Ga. In 1911, he led the league in 
eight offensive categories, in-
cluding batting (.420), slugging 
percentage (.621), hits (248), 
doubles (47), triples (24), runs 
(147), RBI (144) and steals 
(83), and won the first Ameri-
can League MVP award.

¥ On Dec. 13, 1915, detective 
novelist Kenneth Millar, better 
known by his nom de plume 
Ross Macdonald, was born in 

Los Gatos, Calif. He wrote 24 
mystery novels, 20 of them 
featuring detective Lew Archer, 
who first appeared in “The 
Moving Target” (1949).

¥ On Dec. 14, 1977, the film 
“Saturday Night Fever” had 
its world premiere at Mann’s 
Chinese Theater in Los An-

geles. Four No. 1 pop hits 
were launched by the movie’s 
landmark soundtrack album, 
including “How Deep Is Your 
Love.”

¥ On Dec. 15, 1944, legendary 
bandleader Glenn Miller (also 
a captain in the U.S Army Air 
Force) disappears over the 

English Channel en route to 
France for a congratulatory per-
formance for American troops 
who had recently helped to 
liberate Paris. The wreckage 
of Miller’s plane was never 
found.

¥ On Dec. 16, 1989, federal 
Judge Robert Vance is instantly 

killed by a powerful explosion 
after opening a package mailed 
to his house near Birmingham, 
Ala. In June 1991, a federal 
jury convicted Walter LeRoy 
Moody on charges related to the 
bombings and sentenced him to 
seven life terms plus 400 years 
in prison.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

¥ Consider your age, then 
consider the following tidbit: 
In the 1700s, the average 
human lifespan was about 
30 years. Sobering thought, 
isn’t it?
 
¥ A study published in 2008 
showed that the price of a pain 
medication had an effect on 
its efficacy. In the study peo-
ple were given placebo pills, 
some at the regular price and 
some at a discounted price. 
Those who paid full price 
for the medication reported 
more relief than those who 
paid less.

Getting a Handle 
on Holiday Debt

 Overheard in a mall when 
a weary child asked his pack-
age-laden mother: “Mom, can 
we stop shopping yet?”
Smart kid.
 Is your holiday shopping 
completed? Did you stick to 
your budget and use saved 
cash, or are you afraid to look 
at the stack of credit-card re-
ceipts you’ve accumulated?
 If you’ve reached the 
end of your budgeted money, 
yes ... you can stop shopping. 
Don’t buy another thing, even 
if you see a super sale.
 If you used credit cards 
because you didn’t save in 
advance, you’ll need a plan of 
attack to pay off the balance. 
 Your first step will be 
to determine whether your 

credit-card purchases put your 
balance over 50 percent of 
your available credit. Going 
over that 50 percent amount 
can impact your credit score 
long term. If that has hap-
pened, do everything you 
can to immediately bring 
the balance below that 50 
percent. Consider taking out 
a lower interest loan, perhaps 
at a credit union, to pay off 
the entire balance. If you’re 
expecting a tax refund and 
haven’t paid off the credit 
card by the time the check 
arrives, use it first to pay off 
the debt.
 If you’ve stayed under 
that 50 percent amount, break 
the balance into three pay-
ments and pay it off quickly. If 
you can’t clear the balance in 
three payments, at least make 
more than the minimum pay-
ment. There’s a place on your 
credit report that indicates 
whether you make more than 
the minimum payments, and 
that helps your credit score. 
 If your credit card state-
ment after the holidays offers 

you a month of no payment, 
send a payment anyway. The 
interest meter never stops 
running, and the cost of your 
gifts will continue to rise.
 If you haven’t started 
your shopping yet, reconsider 
how much you’ll spend. De-
cide whether it’s possible to 
go all-cash this year, perhaps 
by not sending gifts to people 
outside your immediate fam-
ily.
 Idea: Start a Christmas 
Club account at your bank 
or credit union for next year. 
Every month you’ll deposit a 
set amount, and by the next 

shopping season all of your 
holiday money will be wait-
ing for you. The interest paid 
will be minimal, but you’ll 
have the satisfaction of hav-
ing no credit-card debt after 
the holidays.

David Uffington regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his 
column whenever possible. 
Write to him in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com..

Holidays Are No 
Time to Hibernate

 Are you alone this holi-
day season? Are you staying 
busy?

 Lack of nearby relatives 
to share the holiday joy, cold 
weather, lack of money to at-
tend special events, memories 
of happier times ... all of these 
and more can make us just 
want to hibernate through the 
season.
 But we need to get out and 
be among others, especially 
now!
 Grab your calendar and a 
pen. Look through the newspa-
per and see what events catch 
your eye, especially the free 
ones such as holiday-theme 
concerts and art shows. Mark 
them on your calendar.
 Call the senior center and 
ask what’s going on there this 
month. Put those events on your 
calendar. If they’re holding a 
special holiday meal, sign up. 
Better yet, volunteer to help 
cook or set up, too. You’ll meet 
lots of people, some you might 
wish to see again after the holi-
days. 
 Is a local group doing 
a toy drive? Call them and 
volunteer to help sort toys into 
age-appropriate groups. (For a 
real eye-opener when it comes 
to gratitude, try to be there the 
day the parents come to pick 
up the boxes of gifts for their 
children.)
 Call the hospital’s volun-
teer office and ask if it’s hold-
ing a special party for children 
who are patients. Can you help 
pass out cookies or gifts? Fill 
in for a non-medical position 
when people are on vacation, 
such as answering the phones 
at the front desk?
 Do you see the pattern 
here? The idea is to fill your 
calendar with places to go and 
things to do at least three days 
a week, if not more, and they 
all involve doing things to help 
and be with others.
 But beware: After the 
holidays you might be asked 
to volunteer on a permanent 
basis!
 Matilda Charles regrets 
that she cannot personally 
answer reader questions, but 
will incorporate them into her 
column whenever possible. 
Write to her in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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WORSHIP
St. Stephen’s

Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Swww.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Thanksgiving service 11/2l/10 7p.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
Church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First United
 Methodist Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
972.253.3531www.fumcirving.org

Sunday 10:30am in Sanctuary
(Traditional & Contemporary in one Ser-

vice) 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall (laid back 
service singing old time gospel songs)

Sunday School for all ages 9:00am 
 “FUMC Irving is the church where

to-gether in Christ, generations worship, 
pray & play together and have for

102+ years.”

Kirkwood United
Methodist Church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

Servicio de Inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

Presbyterian USA

“Be Ready”

United Methodist

Ringing her bell for a good cause, Councilwoman Rose Cannaday and Major Mark 
Craddock encourage Councilman Roy Santoscoy to donate to the Red Kettle. 

Ready to give to help others 

By Jeff Rasley 
 Giving money to a worthy 
cause should be a personally 
satisfying experience. But for 
many people donating money 
is an impersonal experience. 
Busy folks might not have the 
time to be volunteers for the 
charities they support. So, how 
to be more involved than just 
writing a check?
1. Give Direct
 Consider donating directly 
to a worthy cause versus a big 
bureaucratic charity that simply 
divides up your donation into 
tiny amounts distributed among 

many different organizations. 
You decide which particular 
charity is worthy of your dona-
tion. Why leave that personal 
decision up to someone else?
2. Take the Time to Decide
 It’s your hard earned mon-
ey. Spend the time to think 
through what cause or organi-
zation you really care about. 
If you had the time to devote 
to a cause or volunteer for an 
organization, what would it 
be? What stirs your passion? If 
you love animals, consider your 
local Humane Society. You 
should be able to find a charter 

school to support, if education 
is your passion. The religious 
organization that promotes 
your faith is worthy of your 
financial support. But you can 
designate gifts to particular 
programs sponsored by the 
organization.
3. Ask to See Results
 Modern technologies of-
fer many ways you can see the 
direct results of your charitable 
giving. Reports with digital 
photos can be emailed by staff 
in response to requests from do-
nors. Most organizations have 
websites that are regularly up-

dated with news about projects 
and initiatives. Every donor has 
the right to see a nonprofit’s 
financials.
4. Read the Reports and Look 
at the Pictures
 But you don’t need to 
immerse yourself in financial 
minutiae to feel involved. En-
joy the photos of kids playing in 
the shoes you donated. Watch 
a video posted on the website 
of the well being dug in that 
remote village. If you don’t 
have the time to pound nails, 
you can still enjoy the photos 
of the house going up.

5. Require Accountability
 If you’re not an accountant 
and don’t want to audit the 
books of your chosen charity, 
don’t. Just ask to see proof 
that your money has been 
used in the way you directed. 
When you give money to the 
athletic department of your 
alma mater to purchase jerseys 
for the basketball team, there is 
nothing wrong with asking for 
a photo showing off the new 
outfits. Tracking your donation 
to make sure it has done what 
you wanted is your right. And 
don’t be afraid to ask what 
percentage of the nonprofit’s 

receipts goes to administrative 
overhead. Any organization 
that has hefty administrative 
costs may be more focused 
on paying its personnel than 
fulfilling the mission.  
 Writing a check to support 
worthy causes is a regular exer-
cise of most Americans. When 
the charitable donor and the 
charitable organization engage 
in mutual sharing, both sides 
will find the relationship more 
meaningful.
 Jeff Rasley is co-director 
of the Basa Village Project and 
author of “Bringing Progress to 
Paradise.” 

Pick a charity and feel good about your choice
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Las Colinas
975 W John Carpenter Fwy
Hwy 114 & MacArthur Blvd
(972) 556 - 0777
ME1513

Las Colinas
975 W John Carpenter Fwy
Hwy 114 & MacArthur Blvd
(972) 556 - 0777
ME1513

1800 Market Place Blvd. Ste 140, Irving, 75063 
“RE/MAX DFW Associates”
“Each office is independently owned and operated.”

“My website lets you see all the listings
in thousands of cities and towns. 

RE/MAX listings. And competitor listings, too.
Nobody sells more real estate than RE/MAX.

Visit www.davidp.remax.com today.”

469-231-7793
David Patterson - Realtor

Balken Massage
    www.BalkenMassage.com

817.323.0959

“reFerenCeS availaBle uPon requeSt”

Call to Relax after
“Black Friday”

Holiday Shopping

Kenneth Ballard – Licensed Massage Therapist 

$50.00 Special Rate for New Clients
Full 60 Minutes of Massage

See teStimonialS on WeBSite

Get gift certificates for the holidays!

Customized in-home massage

Provided by Leigh Eitson
 An over-sized check in the 
amount of $2,400 arrived on behalf 
of Michael Huff II, of the Oakland 
Raiders, on Nov. 8. The “24” is 
symbolic of Huff’s current jersey 
number as a free safety for the Oak-
land Raiders. The check is a Thanks-
giving gift to purchase food for the 
food pantry and is a very generous 
gift back to the community.
 Huff was born in Irving and 
attended Nimitz High School. At 
Nimitz, he was a three-year letter-
man in football and a four-year 
letterman in track. As a defensive 
back at University of Texas, Huff 
was selected in 2005 as consensus 

First Team All American Safety and 
won the Jim Thorpe Award as the 
nation’s best defensive back.
 “In past years, Michael has 
made donations to various programs, 
but he was interested in finding 
an additional charity this holiday 
season,” said Teddie Story, Irving 
Cares Executive Director. “The 
tremendous need is seen in the Food 
Pantry at Irving Cares. We’ve seen 
some drastic drops in donations, 
both in donated groceries and in 
financial support through grants. It 
seemed like the perfect fit.”
 “Irving Cares was founded 
more than 50 years ago on the com-
munity’s proclamation that, ‘coop-

eration is the answer.’ That state-
ment continues to ring true,” said 
Irving Cares Development Director, 
Kimberly Humphries. “Michael’s 
generosity will provide a hand up 
to hungry Irving families this season 
and a huge measure of hope and hap-
piness to their holidays.”
 In families without adequate 
financial resources, people typi-
cally go without basic human needs, 
such as food. The consequences are 
lasting and jeopardize children’s 
long-term health, employment and 
earnings potential, perpetuating the 
cycle of poverty. For more informa-
tion about the Food Pantry Program, 
visit www.irvingcares.org.

Oakland Raider player gives back to home town

Teddie Story displays $2,400 check from Michael huff, II, of 
the Oakland Raiders.

 Senior running back Derrvin 
Speight, a former MacArther High 
School student, rushed for a career-
high for the second-straight game 
with 125 yards on 27 carries and 
scored a career-best three touch-
downs, the last of which was the 
game-winner with 34 seconds left, 
propelling Utah State to a wild 38-34 
win at San Jose State Saturday night. 
Speight becomes the Aggies’ first 
back-to-back 100-yard rusher since 
Robert Turbin had three-straight 
100-yard games to open the 2009 
season.  
Source: Utah State University

Speight scores three 
touchdowns

Provided by Sharyn Holley
 Alex Holley, a 2007 graduate 
of MacArthur High School, was 
crowned 2010 Homecoming Queen 
for the University of Missouri – Co-
lumbia (Mizzou). She was sponsored 
by the Delta Tau Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  
 Alex is a Senior Broadcast Jour-
nalism Major with minors in both 
Spanish and sociology. Out of 100+ 
nominees, Alex was selected to the 
Homecoming Royalty Platform af-
ter a rigorous application/interview 
process. Nominees were assessed 
on their overall contribution to the 
betterment of the University. Of the 
Top Ten Royalty candidates, the stu-
dent population voted Alex as their 
Queen. Her coronation occurred 
during halftime at Mizzou’s win in 

football over #1 Oklahoma on Oct. 
23 with 71,000 in attendance.  
 Alex is a member of the Mis-
souri Students Association Senate, 
serving as the chair of the Multicul-
tural Issues Committee, has been an 
anchor for KOMU (an NBC affiliate) 
and is currently anchoring at Newsy.
com while maintaining above a 3.0 
grade average. She is also the creator 
of SWIPES Make A Difference, a 
program through which students can 
use their prepaid meal plans to do-
nate food to local charities including 
Ronald McDonald House, Granny’s 
House and Rainbow House. The 
SWIPES program has netted as 
much as $3,000 of food during one 
event and about $10,000 overall to 
date.
 Her post-graduation plans in-

Former Irving student named 
homecoming queen

clude reporting or anchoring for a 
local television station. Eventually, 
she wants to become an entrepreneur 
by creating her own entertainment 
program. 

Alex Holley

Provided by Russ Handler
 Boy, how time flies when the 
economy is in the toilet.
 The tension of the holiday shop-
ping season is here, and consumers 
with low confidence and retailers with 
low expectations will soon begin limp-
ing into the happiest time of the year.
 But it doesn’t have to be that way, 
said Lou Scatigna. 
 “The holidays can either be the 
happiest time of the year or the most 
stressful time of the year,” Scatigna 
said. “The truth is, it can be easier. 
We all have high expectations for 
ourselves when the holidays come 
around, but by simply taking a step 
back to look at our situations realisti-
cally, we can actually plan a joyous 
holiday without taking ourselves to 
the poorhouse to do it.”
 His ideas on holiday budget plan-
ning can help save consumers grief:
 Honestly evaluate your current 
financial situation and determine how 
much you can spend without going 
into significant debt 
 Decide the maximum amount of 
spending that will be done on credit 
cards 
 Discuss with your children that 
during tough times, holiday expenses 
will be lower than when times are 
good. 
 Start shopping now. This will give 
you the time to search for sales and 
bargains, many retailers have already 
discounted prices. Another reason to 
start now is you will wind up using 
more cash and less credit cards be-
cause you are spreading your buying 
over 16 weeks instead of 3 or 4. 
 Use the Internet. Great bargains 
can be found because online stores 
don’t have the traditional brick and 
mortar overhead of retail stores. Also, 
it helps you beat the crowds, the park-
ing and the long checkout lines. 
 Instead of buying 3 or 4 expensive 
gifts, buy a larger number of inexpen-
sive ones.  
 Start a holiday club bank account 
so next year you will have the cash 

saved. 
 Restrict gift buying to your imme-
diate family. Those nieces, nephews, 
Aunts and Uncles can add up, I’m sure 
they will understand, because they are 
likely doing the same thing. 
 “By simply expecting less of our-
selves, and teaching our families to ac-
cept those limitations, not only are we 
teaching them valuable lessons about 
how to manage money, but we are 

Charlotte Chism Waldrum 
receives the Funeral Director 
of the Year Award for the Dal-
las County Funeral Directors 
Association at the Scottish 
Rite Temple in Dallas.

Funeral Director 
receives award

also reducing the stress of the season 
so everyone can enjoy themselves,” 
Scatigna said. “Because, at the end 
of the day, holiday presents are just 
things. The time we spend with our 
families during the holidays, however, 
is the true gift of the season.”
 Lou Scatigna is a financial plan-
ner, radio host and author of The 
Financial Physician (www.thefinan-
cialphysician.com).

How many paychecks do 
you have till Christmas?

114 and east SH 114 to south Loop 
12.
 TxDOT appreciates the patience 
of motorists and encourages them to 
drive carefully through the construc-
tion work zone to ensure their safety 
and the safety of construction workers 
while Zachry/Sinacola and TxDOT 
work to complete this project. 

Texas Plaza Bridge over Loop 12 opens
SH 114. Construction on SH 114 will 
stretch from the Loop 12 interchange 
to Rochelle Boulevard.
 Zachry Construction Corporation 
in partnership with Mario Sinacola 
and Sons won the project with a bid 
of $224,217,704.39. This project in-
cludes two one-lane direct connection 
ramps from north Loop 12 to west SH 

lengthened to accommodate the wid-
ening of Loop 12 which is currently 
under way. This is one part of a bigger 
project to rebuild the interchange of 
Loop 12 and SH 114. When complete, 
both SH 114 and Loop 12 will go from 
six to 10 lanes within the limits of the 
project.
 The project will stretch along 
Loop 12 from south of Texas Plaza to 
north of SH 114 to Carl Road, includ-
ing the interchange and approaches on 

Provided by Michelle Releford
 Two inside lanes of the Texas 
Plaza Bridge, one in each direction, 
recently opened to traffic after being 
closed for seven months. The bridge 
was demolished in February of this 
year. When it is complete, there will 
be two lanes in each direction with a 
median. Texas Plaza simplifies access 
to the University of Dallas from Loop 
12.
 The bridge over Loop 12 had to be 

Derrvin Speight


