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Code Enforcement realignmentCode Enforcement realignmentCode Enforcement realignmentCode Enforcement realignmentCode Enforcement realignment
By Jess Paniszczyn

The City Council recently
voted to place the Code Enforce-
ment Department under the aus-
pices of the Irving Police Depart-
ment.

“Code Enforcement is the
name of a department, which in-
volves several processes,” Police
Chief Larry Boyd said. “Under
Code Enforcement, you have
health inspectors, who do restau-
rant inspections; people who are
responsible for code enforcement
in single-family areas and neigh-
borhoods; then you have multifam-
ily inspectors, who do apartment,
duplex and fourplex inspections;
and people assigned to building
and standards.

“Building and standards takes
cases from all the others. They take
the cases that have reached an ag-
gravated level and are being re-
ferred to the Building and Stan-
dards Commission, so there is a
handoff. Multifamily may have
been inspecting an apartment com-
plex, but the conditions are so bad
that they reached a level of dete-
rioration causing health and safety
concerns. Once it gets to that point,
they give that case to our building

and standards inspectors, who do
their inspection and present that
case to the Building and Standards
Commission for either civil pen-
alties or potential vacate orders.
Whatever it takes to bring that
building back up to standard where
there are no longer the health and
safety issues. That is all under the
overall umbrella of Code Enforce-
ment.

Aligning the Police Depart-
ment and Code Enforcement De-
partment will result in more effi-
cient services to the citizens.

“If you look at many of the
areas where the Police Department
is having calls for service, crime
and disorder issues, they are the
same areas where Code Enforce-
ment is having problems with di-
lapidated structures and code vio-
lations. The two are interrelated.
If the area looks bad, there are sub-
standard structures, and it appears
that no one is in control and no
one cares, it tends to attract crime
and gives the impression there is
crime, so it creates a fear of crime,”
Chief Boyd said.

“This is something that as a
Police Department we are con-
cerned about. But the answer may

be a collaboration with Code En-
forcement. We can’t stop the fear
of crime, even though we may stop
the crime, until the area has been
brought back up to the point where
it doesn’t look like crime is going
on in the area. There is a great deal

of overlap in what our objectives
and our mission are between Code
Enforcement and the Police De-
partment. It makes a lot of sense
to combine those efforts and have
us focus together.

“Working together we won’t

have a situation where the Police
Department may go after this is-
sue because it is our priority today,
and Code Enforcement is going
after an issue somewhere else in

By Jess Paniszczyn
Earlier this week, Immigra-

tion Custom Enforcement Agency
(ICE) reinstated its original regu-
lations regarding which inmates in
the Irving Jail are screened for the
Criminal Alien Program (CAP).
All persons arrested and taken to
the Irving Jail, including those ar-
rested on Class C misdemeanors
will be subject to deportation if
they are found to not be in the
United States legally.

“Late on Monday a week ago,
we received the email from ICE in-
forming us that ICE would not ac-
cept referrals if the only charge was
a Class C misdemeanor,” Police
Chief Larry Boyd said. “We started
trying to clarify that information
with them. We also requested the
information be sent in some level
of official notice, because we just
received an informal email, which
was sent to the jail supervisor.

“As we were trying to clarify
the change with ICE, there was a
lot of attention given to the change
in the media. By Tuesday evening
they seemed to be backing off. ICE
representatives met with us this
week and informed us that they
will not reject any referrals,

whether they be for Class C mis-
demeanors or other crimes. Essen-
tially, we are back to the program
as it was.

“Our position has been all
along that we are willing to share
information with the Federal
agency responsible for enforcing
immigration laws. If they choose
not to use the information, that is
their decision, not mine. We never

stopped referring anyone. We are
still sharing information with
them, and that is all we have ever
done.

“So the change didn’t affect
the police department at all, it af-
fected them. The change didn’t
reflect well on ICE’s position as

ICE’ICE’ICE’ICE’ICE’s policy against depors policy against depors policy against depors policy against depors policy against deportingtingtingtingting
Class C misdemeanors meltsClass C misdemeanors meltsClass C misdemeanors meltsClass C misdemeanors meltsClass C misdemeanors melts

Provided by Jordan Gibennus
Money Management Interna-

tional (MMI), a national HUD-ap-
proved housing counseling agency
and nonprofit credit and debt coun-
seling firm, recently announced
the expansion of its Preserving
Homeownership and Savings Edu-
cation Strategy (PHASES) pro-
gram to ten additional states:
Texas, Arizona, Connecticut,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Nevada, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania and Virginia. This program
will provide qualified homeowners
with grants to pay outstanding
debts and one-on-one financial
counseling sessions to help keep
families in their homes.

The MMI PHASES program
is made possible with a $1 million
grant from the Prospect Heights,
IL - based HSBC-North America,
one of the top 10 financial services
companies in the United States.
PHASES initially launched as a
pilot program in Illinois, Califor-
nia, Florida, Ohio and New York

in July 2007 and now serves 15
states including Texas.

According to a recent report
released by the Mortgage Bankers
Association, the percentage of
mortgages entering foreclosure in
the first quarter of 2007 was the
highest in more than five decades.
The MMI PHASES program aims
to tackle this trend by uniting busi-
ness and nonprofit leaders to re-
build financial lives.

“Owning a home is the Ameri-
can Dream, and the last thing we
want is for families to see their
dream disappear,” HUD Secretary
Alphonso Jackson said. “FHA
lending relief measures continue to
help families around the nation
work through difficult times and
“HSBC is delighted to partner with
MMI in this important home pres-
ervation program,” Tom Detelich,
president, Consumer and Mort-
gage Lending Division, HSBC-
North America said. “We are com-

MMI and HSBC eMMI and HSBC eMMI and HSBC eMMI and HSBC eMMI and HSBC expandxpandxpandxpandxpand
Home PreserHome PreserHome PreserHome PreserHome Preservation Provation Provation Provation Provation Programgramgramgramgram

Harmless clutter or health hazard? Poor housekeeping or criminal offence? It may take a Code
Enforcement officer to figure out the nuances. Luckily Code Enforcement officers are parked nearby
in this open, fully accessible, City of Irving parking area.

See POLICY, Page 2

See HELP, Page 8

See CITY, Page 2
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Aggravated Rob-
bery: 11-23-07 at
8:23 p.m.  A male sus-
pect entered the Super
Save Mart in the 1800

block of E. Shady Grove, displayed
a revolver, and ordered the clerk
to remove all of the cash from the
register and give it to him. The
suspect then fled the scene on foot
in an unknown direction.
 
Individual Robbery: 11-24-07 at
12:14 a.m.  The three victims were
having a party at the Residence Inn
in the 900 block of Walnut Hill
when about 15 males showed up

who wanted into the party. The
victims didn’t really know any of
them and told them no so the sus-
pects walked away. The suspects
came back and said that one of
their cell phones was in the room
so the victims let them in the
room. Once they were in the room
they started fighting with some of
the victims. They also stole the cell
phones to several of the victims
while inside. They fled the location
before police arrived. 

Individual Robbery: 11-24-07 at
3:00 a.m.  The Victim was bang-
ing on apartment doors in the 3500

block of North Story asking for
help. When the police arrived he
was found to have been assaulted,
appeared to be intoxicated and had
urinated on himself. He gave sev-
eral conflicting names and finally
gave his correct name and DOB
when IFD asked for it. He then
stated he was afraid so he lied
about his name. 
 
Apartment Fire: 11-26-07 at 6:57
p.m.  One of the residents in the
Parkwood Apts. in the 300 block
of Irby turned the stove on in an
attempt to heat the
apartment. There was a pan of
grease on the stove that caught fire
and quickly spread to the rest of
the apartment. Four units were
damaged by the fire, and another
four units received water
damage. The management re-
sponded to the scene and was able
to relocate the eight families that
were affected.
 
Aggravated Assault: 11-26-07
at 9:00 p.m.  Officers were sent to
a fight call at CVS Pharmacy in
the 900 block of E. Irving
Blvd involving three subjects. One
of the subjects was said to have a
knife. Officers arrived and spoke
to two victims and a witness. The
victims and witness said that the
suspect seemed drunk and started
a fight. During the fight he went
and got a knife from his

Both structure fire calls were mitigated by first arriving
companies. Ambulances went into overload three times.

Ambulances went into overload once.
Ambulances went into overload four times.
At 6:57 p.m. the Irving Fire Department responded to a

reported structure fire at 400 Irby Ln. The first emergency
personnel were on-scene at 7:01 p.m. with a total of two alarms
being called. Total number of pieces of major equipment was
13. 38 Fire Fighters and three Chief Officers were utilized in
bringing the emergency under control. There were no injuries
at this emergency. Ambulances went into overload five times.

Ambulances went into overload twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 289 incidents.
The Fire incidents

109 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  6 Structure Fires
  0 Special Operations
  1   Vehicle Fires
Comments:

Medical calls
37 Major Accidents
76 Major Medical
17 Heart Attacks
31 Difficulty Breathing
37 Trauma Related
17 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Nov. 16 - 21, 2007

11-22:

11-26:

11-28:

11-25:
11-23:

vehicle. No one was injured with
the knife.

Aggravated Assault: 11-28-07 at
11:07 p.m.  The victim and three
friends of her’s were in the 2000
block of Carl Rd. The friends left
the victim in their car while they
went to visit a friend. While they
were gone two unknown suspects
walked out into the street and be-

gan looking around. The victim got
scared and called for her friends
to come back. The friends were
confronted by the suspects and
fled, the victim attempted to drive
off in the car and one shot from a
shotgun was fired by one of the
suspects at the victim. She received
injuries to her legs and after pick-
ing up her friends was driven to
Baylor for treatment.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-27-
07 at 5:05 p.m.  The suspect ap-
proached the sales counter at
Conoco in the 9400 block N.
MacArthur Blvd. and requested
a carton of Marlboro light ciga-
rettes. He then lifted his shirt to
display a handgun in his waist-
band and demanded money
from the register. The suspect
removed the cash drawer, stole

Conoco robbery
the cash, and fled on foot with
approximately $200.

The suspect, a white male,
appears to be in his 30’s. The
suspect looks to be around 6’ to
6’04” weighing approximately
180 pounds. He was wearing
dark colored BDU style pants
and a blue long sleeve t-shirt. He
had on white tennis shoes and a
red ball cap. The handgun ap-
peared to be a black semi-auto-
matic. Investigators are asking
for the public’s help in identify-
ing this robbery suspect. Do not
attempt to confront or appre-
hend this individual due to his
being armed and dangerous.
Anyone with information on this
suspect is asked to contact the
Irving Police Department at
972-721-2518.

     Based on the IrBased on the IrBased on the IrBased on the IrBased on the Irving Pving Pving Pving Pving Police Deparolice Deparolice Deparolice Deparolice Department Immigration Enforcement Reportment Immigration Enforcement Reportment Immigration Enforcement Reportment Immigration Enforcement Reportment Immigration Enforcement Reporttttt

Report Period: 10/1/2007 to 11/25/2007

Irving deportation
figures by country

11/200710/2007

Argintina
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Guatemala
Honduras
Mexico
Nepal
South Africa
South Korea
Unknown
USA

TOTAL

1
24

1
0
4

113
1
0
1
6
8

159

0
10

0
2
3

109
0
1
0
2
0

127

Total number held on Immigration holds year-to-date:  1697
Total number held on Immigration holds since 9/1/2006: 1925

Read the
Irving Rambler

online @

IrvingRambler.com

they try to enforce immigration
laws,” he said.

While City officials were an-
ticipating verification of ICE’s
policy change, ICE’s policy
changes back.

“For two days, ICE was not
screening Class C misdemeanors,”
Mayor Gears said. “I had a con-
versation with Congressman Ses-
sions and discussed this change
with him. I asked him to let me
know who in the Federal Govern-
ment approved the change, and
how high does this kind of deci-
sion go, because it was a signifi-
cant departure from following the
law.

“We asked ICE for further
verification of the change in writ-
ing. They said they would be send-
ing it out in writing to every agency
ICE serves. We never received that
information.

“We began to receive reports
from our jail indicating that ICE
was accepting people arrested for
Class C misdemeanors. We are
now being told by ICE that their
policy will now be to screen Class
C misdemeanors.

“I think pressure was put on
ICE to back track. And that is what
you are seeing,” he said.

Continued from page 1

Policy flip-flops within days
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

By Leann Callaway
For more than a decade, mem-

bers of Oak View Baptist Church
in Irving have spent Thanksgiving
“Serving Irving.”

Willow Bend Baptist Church
in Plano also helped with this
year’s effort, which donated more
than 2,000 traditional Thanksgiv-
ing meals to apartment complexes
throughout the city.

Meals consisted of turkey,
mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing,
cranberry sauce, green beans, fruit
salad and a slice of pie.

Six teams of volunteers helped
with the project. Sergio Matassa,
Oak View’s minister of missions,
coordinated the outreach.

The promotion team delivered
door-knocker flyers in the area
around each serving site to let
people know of the event.

The pie-baking team baked
more than 200 pies of assorted fla-
vors.

The packaging team gathered
the supplies that were used at each
serving location.

The cooking team began food
preparation on Wednesday evening
and finished Thursday morning.
After Angelo’s Restaurant in Irv-
ing closed on Wednesday night,
they allowed the cooking team to
use their facility to prepare the
meals.

The serving team consisted of
150 volunteers who served the
food.

The set-up team loaded tables
and chairs and distributed them to
the various sites.

All ages volunteer to help with
Serving Irving, and many make it

Volunteers served more than 2,000 traditional Thanksgiving meals to apartment complexes through-
out the city. Photo by Leann Callaway

Oak Oak Oak Oak Oak View Baptist Church spends Thanksgiving holidaView Baptist Church spends Thanksgiving holidaView Baptist Church spends Thanksgiving holidaView Baptist Church spends Thanksgiving holidaView Baptist Church spends Thanksgiving holiday sery sery sery sery serving othersving othersving othersving othersving others
a tradition. For many young fami-
lies, this project has taught their
children valuable lessons about
helping others.

“We try to set an example for
our children and teach them to ap-
preciate what we have and to see
what the rest of the world is like,”
John Woodard, who volunteered
with his wife Randi and two sons
Corey (age 8) and Caleb (age 5),
said.

“I’m excited because we got
to help people who needed food for
Thanksgiving, and they got to hear
about God,” 6-year-old Kamryn
Bingham said.

Along with providing Thanks-
giving meals, the ministry also
provides food for the soul. Volun-
teers told people about Jesus
Christ, while passing out Bibles
and gospel tracts.

“We just feel incredibly
blessed in our life, and we feel like
it’s our responsibility as Christians
to share Christ’s love with the
world,” Joy Hale, who volunteered
with her husband Charlie and two
daughters Bailee (age 8) and Ellie
(age 6), said.

“I help with Serving Irving so
people will know that God loves
them,” 8-year-old Bailee Hale said.

Stipes Family
Turkey Projects

Rebecca Lockhart’s kindergartners at Stipes Elementary School
completed Family Turkey Projects in observance of Thanksgiving.
Children and their parents worked together to “dress” their
turkeys with various materials.
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any commen-
tary are those of the writer, and not nec-
essarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member.

Hi Irving!
I hope everyone
had a fun, filling
and blessed
Thanksgiv ing
with loved ones.
We definitely

have much to be thankful for.  
My family enjoyed the

holiday. We also enjoyed our
family tradition of putting up the
Christmas tree at my house.
Thanksgiving also marks (for
many people) the beginning of
Christmas shopping. Did you go
shopping on the Friday after
Thanksgiving? Although there are
some good bargains, you surely
have to be determined to get them. 

This season also brings more
car burglaries. Be sure to conceal
all your purchases as much as pos-
sible and of course don’t ever leave
a purse, wallet, money, etc. visible
in your car. I’m sure that parking

in a well lit and populated area is
also a good idea. Most of the malls
and other shopping centers have
hidden cameras and other security,
but we have to do our part, too. 

The other day I received an
email from a good friend about
some helpful things a cell phone
could do. One claim was that in
an emergency, if you dial the num-
ber 112 from any cell phone in any
area worldwide, it would connect
you to emergency services. While
this sounds like a great idea, I
learned that the 112 number works
mostly in Europe and that here in
the US we should continue to dial
911 in an emergency. When you
are out shopping (especially at
night) keeping your cell
phone handy (and charged) is im-
portant. Some mobile phone ser-
vice providers offer different
options for prolonging battery life
but you must contact your service
provider to find out.  

Christmas is a beautiful sea-
son full of love, family, food and
presents, but remember that the
real ’reason for the season’ is the
birth of Jesus Christ. And as He
taught us to give to the less fortu-
nate and love one another, don’t
forget to donate some of your time
and/or money to help ensure every-
one has a Merry Christmas. We
can all do something and when we
do, we’ll see that it really is better
to give than to receive. 

Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You!

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

By Matt Mungle
Title: The Savages
Rated: R

The Savages enters theaters in
a season of family films and holi-
day blockbusters. Tough crowd for
a film that is a comedy with a dark
cloud constantly surrounding it.

Can solid writing and superb
acting bring box-office results?
You would like to think so but the
truth is we want to walk out of the
theater feeling jolly this time of
year. While you are out hustling
your bustle you want entertainment
that is light and cheery. That fact
alone may cause many to pass over
this film. But those who want a

movie that is at the core fantastic
filmmaking, may want to head to
the nearest art house and check it
out.

The Savages is written and di-
rected by Tamara Jenkins who has
been relatively quiet since her 1998
hit Slums of Beverly Hills. This
time she brings a script that is
based loosely on events in her own
life while shining light on a real
life situation that impacts many
people’s lives. The story revolves
around two adult siblings (Laura
Linney and Philip Seymour
Hoffman) who are brought to-
gether in order to care for their ail-
ing father (Philip Bosco) who is
battling dementia. Though a series
subject, Tamara manages to mix in

humor and light moments that
cause you to laugh along with the
characters as well as stress with
them over the decisions they have
to make.

The acting is incredible.
Hoffman and Linney prove why
talent is more than a name and
high profile. They work together
to bring a fictitious family to life
and make the sibling element be-
lievable. The side plots that deal
with their own personal relation-
ships and careers add a dimension
to the film and break the level of
tension. They bicker nicely and
have a comfortable rapport. Be-
sides the father, there are no other
characters to carry the plot and
story. This puts the weight com-

The SaThe SaThe SaThe SaThe Savagesvagesvagesvagesvages has superb acting but a dark cloud has superb acting but a dark cloud has superb acting but a dark cloud has superb acting but a dark cloud has superb acting but a dark cloud
pletely on the shoulders of the two
main leads. And they carry it to the
end.

The Savages is rated R for
some sexuality and language. It is
a dramatic comedy and the theme
alone makes it not for younger au-
diences. Otherwise, the language
is relevant to the characters with-
out being gratuitous. The same
applies to the sexuality. It is there
as an emotional element and gives
an insight into the mental state of
the character. Tamara delivers a
solid script and the cast brings it

to life nicely. I give it 3.5 out of 5
private rooms. 

Mungles
on Movies

the city. Maybe a month later Code
Enforcement decides that is an is-
sue for them, but the police have
already finished over there. Work-
ing as two separate entities, we
create a checkerboard effect around
the city. Now we can focus to-
gether. In a couple of places, not
only do we send police officers and
have a focused enforcement, but we
also have Code Enforcement go in

there with them at the same time.
We actually plan it out in advance
as to how we will work a situation
together. So you will see a lot more
synergistic effect where you get a
bigger bang for the buck, because
everyone is working on the same
problem at the same time.

“Having Code Enforcement
under the Police Department gives
me the ability to direct resources

where they are most needed. When
you don’t have that under one
structure, there is naturally going
to be a difficulty getting those re-
sources going in the same direc-
tion,” he said.

Distinct differences remain
between Police officers and Code
Enforcement officers.

“Code Enforcement officers
are not sworn police officers, and
we do not intend for them to be,”
Chief Boyd said. “Their specialty
will continue to be the ability to
investigate and enforce municipal
codes related to facilities, struc-
tures, grass and things of that na-
ture.

“The fact that a Code Enforce-
ment officer is taking some level
of enforcement action needs to be
backed by the authority of the City.
That is why we have them out there
looking official. When they ask
someone to correct a situation or
violation, we want that corrected.
People need to know that there is
some authority behind what Code
Enforcement is asking them to do;
and there will be enforcement to
follow if they don’t get that cor-
rected. Code Enforcement needs to
present themselves as someone
who is an official of the City. That
is why we want them looking offi-
cial.

“I understand there could be
people who may get that confused.
Code Enforcement inspectors wear

white shirts and blue pants. We
have no Police officers in white
shirts and blue pants. Every Police
officer wears the traditional, mu-
nicipal uniform with blue shirt and
blue pants. There are distinct dif-
ferences that most people are go-
ing to understand. It is important
when a Code Enforcement inspec-
tor informs someone of a violation,
that the person recognizes there is
authority behind the advice they
are being given.

“We do not try to intimidate
citizens into compliance. Intimi-
dation is not a tool the Police De-
partment or Code Enforcement
tries to use.”

Citizen complaints against ei-
ther Police officers or Code En-
forcement officers are going to be
taken very seriously by the Irving
Police Department.

“We take every complaint se-
riously. You are going to see the
kind of philosophy the Police De-
partment has become part of the
philosophy of Code Enforcement.
Not to say that it wasn’t in the past
by the way,” Chief Boyd said.

“The credibility of the depart-
ment and our officers is paramount
for us in maintaining our ability
to have a relationship with the
community. That is why we have
a structure in place called Internal
Affairs. We investigate the valid-
ity of every complaint, and we will
continue to do so. It has been my

experience that complaints were
taken seriously in the past by Code
Enforcement. If someone has a
complaint about a behavior or an
action taken by an officer, we will
look into it.

Citizen education will remain
a primary function for Code En-
forcement officers.

“I believe that education needs
to continue to be a priority, because
we don’t necessarily want to take
an enforcement stance for people
who have violated a code and
didn’t know that they violated a
code. We will continue to provide
that first level of warning and edu-
cation. What we want to be able to
do is continue looking at the pro-
cesses Code Enforcement has in
place now and reduce the cycle
time between notice of a violation
and enforcement of the violation.
If we currently have a long period
between the first notice and sev-
eral notices before enforcement,
under many circumstances we
want that reduced dramatically. So
we do have notice and education,
and once that is done, we get to
enforcement rather quickly.

“We will also be looking at
repeat offenders. You have people
who know they are violating and
will do it again, and in those cir-
cumstances, we don’t have an edu-
cation problem, we have a compli-
ance problem. Getting to enforce-

Are you a laAre you a laAre you a laAre you a laAre you a lawn criminal?wn criminal?wn criminal?wn criminal?wn criminal?
Weeds shall mean vegetation, including grass, that because of its
height is objectionable, unsightly or unsanitary, but excluding:

(1) Shrubs, bushes, and trees,
(2) Cultivated flowers, and
(3) Cultivated crops.

A person responsible for any premises within the city commits an
offense if said person permits  weeds to grow on the premises to a
greater height than 10 inches.

Civil Penalty
Failure to do so may result in a citation and/or a charge for mow-
ing services and an additional $350 administration fee if the City
of Irving mows the property. The city may bring suit to collect the
charges, institute foreclosure proceedings, or both.

Criminal Penalty
Any person who intentionally, knowingly or unlawfully violates or
permits the violation of any provision of this chapter shall be pun-
ished by a fine not to exceed $2,000. Each day in which a violation
of this chapter exists shall constitute a separate offense.

Source City of Irving website

City hopes to give better service by aligning departments
Continued from page 1

See FORMER, Page 5
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ment the first time out on repeat
offenders, who have been dealt
with in the past and know they are
violating ordinances, we will take
enforcement action quicker. Those
are the processes we are looking
at currently.

“We are reviewing all of these
processes to determine how they
will best fit the need. At this point
we have made no changes. Any
changes that we do plan to make,
we will take before the City Man-
ager. My assumption is he will
want to take those before the City
Council,” Chief Boyd said.

Citizens should see very few
changes in the way the Code En-
forcement Department operates,
according to Mayor Gears.

“Placing the Code Enforce-
ment Department under the Police
Department was recommended by
the City Manager. He felt like he
could improve some of the efficien-
cies in the delivery of service and
get better results. It seems like a
natural fit to have them working
together and coordinating in the
ways that are needed,” Mayor
Gears said.

“From efficiently perspective,
it seems that we could have a
smoother operation. There are
some occasions where there is co-
ordination between the Police De-
partment and Code Enforcement.
So it made a lot of sense to put
them together and streamline staff-
ing. There shouldn’t be any signifi-
cant change to the citizens. We
have been very aggressive with
code enforcement for two years
now.

“We don’t intimidate citizens
in any way for anything. City codes
are what they are, and they come
with the punishments allowed by
state law through our city ordi-
nances. That is the system.

“The owners of slumlord
apartments are finding themselves
no longer owners of those com-
plexes. And more often, find them-
selves owners of blank pieces of
property if they don’t comply with
city codes,” he said.

Ms. Pink, a former member of
the Code Enforcement Depart-
ment, agreed to offer her views on
Code Enforcement provided her
real name not be used.

“The first reason Code En-
forcement officers wanted to be
under the Police Department was
protection. Code Enforcement of-
ficers do get threatened verbally
and even with guns sometimes. So
they feel that if they are with the
Police Department, they are pro-
tected,” Ms. Pink said.

“Code Enforcement is fueled
by the public. If the citizens want
certain things, they will do it. No
one has challenged them. The rea-
son no one has challenged Code
Enforcement is fear of retaliation.

“This has nothing to do with
Hispanics. You get a little bit of ev-
erything: Hispanics, Blacks,
Whites, Indian, Asian. It is old Irv-
ing residents and new residents.
But it is almost always low-income
in the south. It goes back to trying
to force a certain kind of people
out of Irving.

“A lot of the officers bully the
people. They tell them, if you chal-
lenge me, I will put more pressure
on you and retaliate. And that is
what they do. They will pick on
homeowners. There is no control.
Code Enforcement goes wild, es-

pecially in the older neighbor-
hoods.”

Citizens often ask what limits
Code Enforcement officers have.

“People complain that code of-
ficers are looking over their fence
or want to go into their backyard.
The reason homeowners put up a
privacy fence was so they could use
their property the way they want
to. Most people don’t have junk in
their yard, but what ever they have
is their stuff and they want privacy.

“Any violation in public view
can be enforced by a Code Enforce-
ment officer. If your neighbor al-
lows an officer in their backyard
or if there is an easement, and they
can see a violation, they can en-
force it. They have to be able to
see the violation from grade level,
in other words simply by standing
and looking, per state law. They
cannot use a ladder or stand on the
back of a pickup to see the viola-
tion. They can’t take pictures over
or through the cracks in a privacy
fence.

“Every Code Enforcement of-
ficer is taught this in order to re-
ceive their certification. But they
do these types of things, because
no one challenges them. These
things will not hold up in court.
Unfortunately, most people don’t
challenge them or don’t know they
can challenge them. Once a home-
owner challenges them, they back
off.

“The one exception is: if you
have a pool in your back yard, you
lose all rights to expect any pri-
vacy from Code Enforcement,” she
said.

“If you don’t want Code En-
forcement at your house, the first
thing you should do is put up a ‘No
Trespassing’ sign. Remember pub-
lic view. The front yard, side yard,
easement or alleyway, if a code of-
ficer can see a violation, he can
write a citation. If your neighbor
has a two story house and allows a
Code Enforcement officer in their
home to take pictures of your prop-
erty from their windows, that is
allowed. Whatever violation the
Code Enforcement officer can see
from that vantage point, given per-
mission of the home’s owner, he
can cite you for.

“Code Enforcement can’t even
use aerial shots anymore. Years
ago, they attempted to find viola-
tions by taking photos from planes.

“It doesn’t matter how hard
they push you. If they want in your
house or backyard, say no. Their
responsibility is the front yard.”

The attitudes of Code Enforce-
ment officers and the community
towards individual homeowners
has changed over time.

“Code Enforcement officers
used to spend their Fridays help-
ing people come into compliance.
We would help elderly folks, single
parents, handicapped people clean
up or cut grass. We helped them,
because it was a better solution
than taking homeowners to court.
But that was when the Code En-
forcement Department used to
care. Now they don’t care. Code
Enforcement reflects the attitude of
the community and the City Coun-
cil,” Ms. Pink said.

Mr. Blue, a former city em-
ployee whose past position at times
required him to work with the
Code Enforcement Department
also offered to express his views
provided his real name not be used.

Mr. Blue believes that moving the
Code Enforcement Department
under the direction of the Irving
Police Department will allow
homeowners to be abused by Code
Enforcement officers.

“Code Enforcement officers
have official looking uniforms,
badges that look like Police offic-
ers, even the signage on their ve-
hicles has been changed from
‘Code Inspections’ to ‘Code En-
forcement.’ That is their way of
telling the community they are no
longer here for inspections, they
are here for enforcement. And they
are selective in what they enforce
and with whom they enforce it,”
Mr. Blue said.

“Code Enforcement is now
with the Police Department, but
they are not police officers.

“As a homeowner, I am upset
that Code Enforcement is under
the Police Department. I am in a
defensive mode now. Now a Code
Enforcement officer has the au-
thority of a Police officer. Already
Code Enforcement is moving to-
ward presenting citations on a case
rather than giving notice first. Be-
fore there was a first notice and
then a second notice. Now Code
Enforcement officers feel they can
just hand you a ticket. If they knock
on your door and ask for your
driver’s license and you say no,
they will threaten to have the po-
lice come and get the information
for them.

“Code Enforcement now has
more power to bully homeowners,
because they are backed by the Po-
lice Department. And homeowners
will be even less likely to challenge
the authority of a Code Enforce-
ment officer, because now they are
a branch of the law. Everyone re-
spects the law,” he said.

Through the City’s ordinances
and its management of the Code
Enforcement Department, every-

day citizens are made criminals for
the most minor of offences, accord-
ing to Mr. Blue.

“It doesn’t matter to Code En-
forcement if you are a single mom,
or you’re sick, or you’re elderly liv-
ing on a fixed income, they do not
care. I have seen people crying out
their eyes at the front counter. If
someone is in violation of a code
and cannot fix something, why
doesn’t Code Enforcement work
with them to find a solution? There
are so many resources out there you
can’t tell me the only solution is
to ticket someone.

“If a homeowner has no
money to buy paint to paint his
house and bring it back into com-
pliance, giving him a ticket for
$160 does not help him buy paint.

Code Enforcement is interested in
issuing tickets and collecting fines,
not bringing properties into com-
pliance.

“If Code Enforcement gives a
homeowner, a ticket for a violation
and he doesn’t pay the ticket, a
warrant will be issued for his ar-
rest. And he is now a criminal. If
an apartment complex is issued a
citation and the owner does not pay
the citation, a lean is placed
against the property. That lean
must be paid when the property is
sold, but the owner is not a crimi-
nal. I question why the City of Irv-
ing approaches code enforcement
for things like high grass and un-
painted eves so aggressively that
the City turns its own citizens into
criminals,” Mr. Blue said.

A person owning, occupying, or having control of any real
property within the city limits of the City of Irving commits an
offense if said person permits any unwholesome water, sinks, filth,
carrion, weeds, rubbish, brush, refuse, junk or garbage, or impure
or unwholesome matter of any kind, or objectionable, unsightly
matter of whatever nature to accumulate or remain on such real
property or within any easement area or upon any adjacent right-
of-way for streets and alleys between the property line and where
the paved surface of the street or alley begins. Such conditions are
hereby defined as public nuisances.

Civil Penalty
If such person fails or refuses to comply with the demand for

compliance within seven days the city may do such work  to bring
the real property into compliance.

The costs, charges, and expenses incurred in doing such work
including the sum $250 per lot is hereby found to be the cost to the
city of administering the terms of this section, shall be a charge to
and personal liability of such person.

Criminal Penalty
Any person who intentionally, knowingly or unlawfully vio-

lates or permits the violation of any provision of this chapter shall
be punished by a fine not to exceed $2,000. Each day in which a
violation of this chapter exists shall constitute a separate offense.

Source City of Irving website

Clutter got you down?
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Continued from page 4

By Jason Alderman
At this time of year, most

people fall into two types: Those
who look forward to the holiday
season, and those who dread it.
Many people end up in the latter
camp because of money worries.
You know how easy it is to over-
spend on holiday gifts, travel and
entertainment and how long it can
take your wallet to recover.

These tips might help move
you from apprehension to antici-
pation:

Know your budget. First cal-
culate what you can afford to spend
overall and then decide how you’ll
spend the money - not the other
way around. If you haven’t been
saving for a family getaway or a
big-screen TV, those purchases
could put you in debt for months
to come. It’s far better to arrive at
a figure you can comfortably pay
off, and tailor your purchases ac-
cordingly.

Don’t forget the other 11
months. If property tax is due in
February or you’ll owe income tax
in April, you should be setting
aside money right now, not rack-
ing up holiday debt. It’s challeng-
ing, but if you budget all year for
recurring expenses, you won’t be
caught off guard when your car
insurance comes due.

Banish Santa guilt. Somehow
many of us have bought into the
myths that our kids will be disap-
pointed if they don’t get a moun-
tain of toys and that neighbors and
coworkers expect pricey gift cer-
tificates as a measure of friendship.
Think of all the unnecessary pre-
sents you receive each year. Would
you like someone any less without
these gifts? Would they?

Along the same lines, ask your
family (and your friends) about
holding a gift lottery, where you
draw names from a hat and con-
centrate your time, effort and
money on getting just the right gift
for that special person.

Be creative. You don’t have
to break the bank to bring happi-
ness - the gift of your time is far
more valuable than mere objects:

If grandma’s closets are over-
flowing, she probably doesn’t need
more sweaters but she might ap-
preciate a “gift certificate” for you
to clean the house or drive her to
the dentist.

Friends with a toddler will
cherish free babysitting far more
than a blender.

Your teenager might love a
new iPod, but you may get a big-
ger hug if you book a month of
driving lessons on your calendars.

Be charitable. If you’re ago-
nizing over what to give someone
who already has everything she
needs, turn that $25 gift certificate
into a $25 donation to her favorite
charity in her honor. It could
change someone’s life.

Make a list and check it twice.
Before hitting the mall, list all the
gifts you need to buy and how
much you intend to spend on each.
Clutch that list as you breeze
through the impulse spending
aisles. To stick to your budget, if
you go over on one purchase you’ll
need to make up for it somewhere
else.

Comparison shop online.
Even if you decide to buy your gifts
in person, websites like
www.shopping.com and
www.shopping.yahoo.com can
supply creative gift ideas and help
you find great deals.

A little planning - and a dis-
ciplined approach to holiday
spending - can help ensure holi-
day cheer, not holiday fear.

Practical Money Skills for
Life, a free personal financial man-
agement site sponsored by Visa,
features a Holiday Budgeting Cen-
ter (www.practicalmoneyskills.
com/holiday) with easy-to-follow
budgeting, holiday entertaining
and travel planning tips.

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t let spending fears rt let spending fears rt let spending fears rt let spending fears rt let spending fears ruin your holidauin your holidauin your holidauin your holidauin your holiday cheery cheery cheery cheery cheer
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Irving Symphonic Band, a fire-
works show, Nimitz High Madri-
gal Choir, Santa Claus visits, out-
door games, a petting zoo, pony
rides and food. An added feature
to this year’s holiday festivities is
the holiday lights at Centennial
Park, which will be on display dur-
ing the Holiday Extravaganza and
will continue through the month
of December. Centennial Park is
located at 444 W. Second St. For
more information, call 972-721-
2501.

December 1    2pm
Holiday Tea - The Dallas
Branch of the Women’s Global
Network will host a traditional
Holiday Tea from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
at the Gardens of Lee Park, 3333
Turtle Creek Blvd, Dallas.WGN
Dallas, its members and their
guests, will enjoy English tea sand-
wiches, freshly baked scones, clot-
ted cream, strawberry jam and
pastries in the lovely ambiance of
this recently restored gem over-
looking the sloping banks of Turtle
Creek. Businesswomen, profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs network
with each other. The event fee is
$54 and parking is free. For fur-
ther information, contact Tonya
Johannsen, WGN Dallas Branch
Leader, at TJohannsen@wgn-
global.com or 972-897-4400.

December 1    2pm
Family Funday, Card
Workshops and Visits with
Papa Noel - Presented by Irving
Arts Center: KidsArts from 2 to 4
p.m. in the Irving Arts Center. In-
spired by the holiday season, cre-
ate a festive art project or holiday
card to take home and enjoy. Papa
Noel will be on hand the first three
Saturdays of December for FREE
holiday photo opportunities in the
gallery. 972-252-7558.
www.irvingartscenter.com

December 1 – January 27
Photographs of Louisiana
Cajun and Zydeco Culture
- Irving Arts Center Dupree The-
ater Lobby, presented by Irving
Arts Center. Thirty black and white
photographs documenting the
Cajun culture and Zydeco music
scene in southwestern Louisiana
during 1984-1985. Several of these
photographs were originally pub-
lished in Ann Savoy’s book, Cajun
Music – A Reflection of a People.
FREE. www.irvingartscenter.com.

December 2
Nimitz Annual Fundraising
Golf Tournament - The Nimitz
Viking Baseball Program is host-
ing its 2nd Annual Fundraising
Golf Tournament on Sunday. We
would appreciate your support. Tax
deductible donations are being ac-
cepted - sponsor a hole for $100.00
- or join us for a great day of
golf. For more details, contact
Brad Burkhalter at 214-801-8737
or Coach Steve Voth at 214-316-
3473.

December 2    3pm
Irving Heritage House -
Learn more about one of the early
homes in Irving by visiting the Irv-
ing Heritage House for a docent led
tour. The Heritage House is located
at 303 South O’Connor, and will
be open for tours between the hours
of 3:00 and 5:00 PM. Admission
is free. Built in 1912, the Heritage
House is a restored pioneer home.
For information, call 972-252-
3838 or the web site
www.irvingheritage.com.

December 4    7:30pm
A Season for Singing - The
North Lake College Choral Music
Department will present “A Sea-
son for Singing” at 7:30 p.m., in
the college’s Performance Hall.
The holiday concert will feature
the North Lake College Singers,
under the direction of Allan
Andrews, and special guest choir,
the Irving High School A Cappella
Choir, Sharon Gross Director.
Gustavo Tolosa, North Lake piano
instructor, will accompany the
North Lake College Singers. The
concert is free and open to the pub-
lic. North Lake College is located
at 5001 N. MacArthur Drive. Call
972-273-3560 for more informa-
tion.

December 4    8:00pm
Inspiring Excellence (Irving
ISD Orchestras) - Presented by
New Philharmonic Orchestra of
Irving in the Carpenter Perfor-
mance Hall at 8:00 p.m. Young
talent comes alive during this mu-
sical performance featuring the
Irving ISD orchestras. As a special
treat, guest soloist Dr. Jean-
Christophe Dobrzelewski, Lecturer
in Trumpet at West Chester Uni-
versity near Philadelphia, will per-
form Franz Joseph Haydn’s Con-
certo for Trumpet in E-flat Major.

$7-14, 972-252- 2787 for tickets.
www.irvingartscenter.com.

December 6    10am
JumpstART Story time –
Holiday Stories - Presented by
Irving Arts Center and Irving Pub-
lic Library at 10 a.m. in the Irving
Arts Center. FREE story time with
a hands-on art activity to follow.
December’s theme is “Holiday Sto-
ries.” Open to children of all ages
on the first Thursday of each
month. Groups welcome, pre-reg-
istration required for groups of 15
or more. 972-252-7558.
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com

December 7    5pm
Let the Good Times Roll! A
Cajun Christmas Celebra-
tion - Presented by Irving Arts
Center: KidsArts from 5-7 p.m. in
the Irving Arts Center. The sights
and sounds of Cajun culture and
holiday traditions fill the Arts Cen-
ter for the 15th Annual Holiday
Open House featuring entertain-
ment, decorated trees, visits with
Papa Noel, free family art activi-
ties, refreshments and a free pre-
view performance by BeauSoleil
avec Michael Doucet at 7 p.m. in
Carpenter Performance Hall. Stu-
dent artwork and holiday trees
from Irving ISD complete the
themed décor throughout the Cen-
ter. Holiday Open House is fol-
lowed by a concert by BeauSoleil
avec Michael Doucet at 8:30 p.m.
Concert tickets can be purchased
by calling 972-252-2787.
www.irvingartscenter.com

December 7    8:30pm
BeauSoleil avec Michael
Doucet in concert - Don’t miss
a rousing concert and dance at 8:30
p.m. with Grammy-winning art-
ists, BeauSoleil, at the Irving Arts
Center. Noted as one of the most
esteemed Cajun music groups,
BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet
blends the rich Cajun traditions of
Louisiana with elements of
Zydeco, New Orleans jazz, Tex-
Mex, country, blues and more.
BeauSoleil got its start in 1975 and
has released 28 albums focusing on
Cajun and Creole culture. The con-
cert will take place following the
Holiday Open House. $20-25. 972-
252-2787 for tickets.
www.irvingartscenter.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

December 2nd - 10:30a.m.
First Sunday of Advent and Celebration of Communion

December 9th - 10:30a.m.
Second Sunday of Advent and Commissioning of Stephen
Ministers

December 9th - 7:00p.m.
Blue Christmas Worship:  This year we are offering our first-
ever “Blue Christmas” service. We realize that the holidays
can be difficult days for some of us. Many people find they
have trouble feeling “in the spirit” of things. Perhaps a loved
one with whom they usually shared Christmas is no longer
there. Maybe a marriage has ended or a job has ended. For
many people, the Christmas season is a strange and difficult
mixture of both grief and joy. This service will provide a holy
time in which we can present all of that to our God.

December 16th - 10:30a.m.
Third Sunday of Advent and Celebration of the Baptismal Sac-

rament
December 23rd - 10:30a.m.

A Proclamation of the Christmas Gospel Through the Arts:
December 24th - 5:40p.m.

Harp Recital
December 24th - 6:00p.m.

Christmas Eve Worship with Communion and Candlelight

Come WCome WCome WCome WCome Worship with Usorship with Usorship with Usorship with Usorship with Us

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, TX  75062
972.541.0747

Woodhaven News Line :: Extension 211

Advent Worship Schedule

Rev. Shannon J. Kershner.

December 1    4pm
Holiday Extravaganza - Cel-
ebrate the holiday season with the
City of Irving’s Holiday Extrava-
ganza. The free event will kick off

at 4 p.m. with a Christmas parade
in the Heritage District, followed
by a tree lighting ceremony at 5:30
p.m. at Irving City Hall, 825 W.
Irving Blvd. Additional entertain-
ment includes holiday music by the
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

December 7    11am
Shredding Opportunity -
Irving residents will get another
opportunity to have their personal
documents shredded. Destruction

will be available from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the O’Connor Plaza Recy-
cling Drop-Off Center located on
the northwest corner of State High-
way 183 and O’Connor Road. This
opportunity provides for the safe
destruction of personal documents.
All shredded materials will be re-
cycled. For more information, call
Solid Waste Service at 972-721-
8059.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
December 7    7pm
Art Opening Reception
Art Opening Reception at 7:00
p.m. in Las Colinas. Join artist
Ricardo Paniagua Garcia III and
the Highlands Education Founda-
tion as they inaugurate a series of
shows benefiting The Highlands
School. This show will include two
of the artist’s latest bodies of works
of 2007 including his Meditation
Paintings and Revelation Paint-
ings. The show will be held at The
Highlands School at 1451 East
Northgate Drive Irving next to the
University of Dallas. Contributions
to the foundation are tax deduct-
ible.

Material Exchange Program
A free online program that

matches residents who have good
household items to dispose of with
local individuals who can use them
is now available. Items are not for
sale, but are listed for exchange
only. Irving’s Material Exchange
works to help reduce the number
of reusable items placed in the
landfill and to expand the city’s
recycling program. Visit
www.cityofirving.org/solid-waste-
services and click on “Irving’s
Material Exchange Program”
listed at the left.

Practice makes perfect for Lilly Ramphal-Naley, Billene Andrews, Sue Goad, Jene Gravley (front),
Owen Duke, Bill Buchanan, Jean Buchanan and Rolf Naley (back) as they prepare for the Irving
Chorale’s “Holiday Fanfare” concert.

“Holida“Holida“Holida“Holida“Holiday Fy Fy Fy Fy Fanfare”anfare”anfare”anfare”anfare” highlights the prominent Ir highlights the prominent Ir highlights the prominent Ir highlights the prominent Ir highlights the prominent Irving arving arving arving arving arts communityts communityts communityts communityts community
“Holiday Fanfare” will feature

the 80-voice Irving Chorale in con-
cert with the Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church Chancel Choir,
and the Metropolitan Winds. Spe-
cial guest narrator is to be Steven
Jones, who will narrate “The Night
Before Christmas.”

“This concert will showcase
the variety of musical talent in our
community,” artistic director Harry
Wooten said. Featuring the music
of Texas-born composer Randol
Alan Bass, the concert will open
with Mr. Bass conducting his com-
position, “Gloria.” The evening
will jingle with medleys, includ-
ing “Merry Christmas, Merry
Christmas” from the movie Home
Alone, as well as holiday medleys
of “A Symphony of Carols” and
“Seasonal Sounds.”

The Irving Chorale continues
its 21st season. A community cho-
rus featuring members from the
surrounding metroplex, the Irving
Chorale performs a variety of tra-
ditional and contemporary choral
music ranging from anthems and
festival compositions to Broadway
classics, spirituals, and folk mu-

sic.
Join the Irving Chorale on

Dec. 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the Plymouth

Park United Methodist Church,
located at 1615 Hwy. 183 between
MacArthur Blvd. and Story Road.

Tickets are available at the door.
For more information, visit
www.irvingchorale.org.
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ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
House for Rent:

3 bedroom house, fenced yard, MacArthur/
Rochelle area 1105 Fairfield St. Call 972-293-
9768

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

HELP WANTED
Experienced Food Service Workers

Grill/Prep/Utility/Cashiers
Monday-Friday Great Wages/Great Benefits/EEO

Call 972-653-5777 mornings ...
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM only

Leave message telling of your experience

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

Allison’s Clubhouse
(Daycare)

is now hiring full and part
time caregivers and pre-
school teachers. We offer

competitive pay, employee
perks and a warm, family

atmosphere.
Please call today for more

information.
972-258-1800

Now Hiring
Pickers, packers, material han-
dlers, cleaners, forklift opera-
tors, general warehouse, entry
level clerical, technical repair,
and data entry.  Pay starting at
$7.00 depending on position,
shift and location.  To apply
please contact Regal Staffing
at (972)870-5304 to schedule
an appointment.  EOE/Legal
work status required.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE
ATTENDANT

NEEDED in IRVING AREA.

Direct personal assistance w/daily
activities in client’s home (groom-

ing, hygiene, & community).

Requires 1 yr exp working w/the
disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

2007 GALANT LS V6, 20” WHEELS
WAS $25995.00     NOW $18888.00

1990 MONTERO 4X4,
WAS $5995.00     NOW $  2488.00

2004 PONTIAC GRAND AM SE V6
WAS $11995.00     NOW $  7888.00

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER
WAS $15995.00     NOW $11888.00

2005 DODGE NEON SXT
WAS $11995.00     NOW $  8888.00

1993 DIAMANTE
WAS $5995.00     NOW $  2888.00

1997 HONDA ACCORD 4DR
WAS $7995.00     NOW $  3988.00

2007 ES GALANTS’, 3 TO CHOOSE
WAS $19995.00     NOW $14888.00

2006 LANCER ES
WAS $14995.00     NOW $10888.00

2003 DODGE RAM , 20” WHEELS
WAS $15995.00     NOW $11888.00

2001 CHEVY 1500 PICK UP, ONLY 58K MILES
WAS $11995.00     NOW $8888.00

2006 NISSAN MURANO, LEATHER, S.ROOF
WAS $28995.00     NOW $23888.00

 THE TIME TO RALLY YEAR END EVENT”

UP TO $6000.00 REBATE
ON NEW MITSUBISHI’S
GREATEST DEALS ON ALL
PREOWNED INVENTORY!!

Irving

2901 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062

866-288-9411
www.donherring.com

HELP WANTED
SECURITY
OFFICER

Full time position in Las
Colinas.  Must have one year se-
curity experience, no arrest
record &  available to work
weekends and evenings.  $ 10.00
per hour.  Call 972-691-7599 M-
F,  9-5

mitted to working with leading
national and local community or-
ganizations such as MMI, and pro-
viding funding, counseling and
other practical tools to help fami-
lies manage through unforeseeable
circumstances.”

Unfortunately, many consum-
ers find themselves in financial dif-
ficulty because of circumstances
beyond their control.

“In many cases, a temporary

financial setback such as unex-
pected medical expenses or a re-
duction in income leaves families
unable to financially recover in
time to save their homes,” \Ivan
Hand, president and CEO of
Money Management International,
said. “We are privileged to expand
this unique opportunity to help
more families get back on track.”

To learn more about the MMI
PHASES program, call 800-762-
2271 or visit
www.mmiphases.com.

Continued from page 1

Help for homeoHelp for homeoHelp for homeoHelp for homeoHelp for homeownerswnerswnerswnerswners

Provided by Deborah Hawkins
The Lone Star Youth Orches-

tra represents the most talented
student musicians from 21
Metroplex school districts. This
concert titled “Unsilent Night” will
be an opportunity for young audi-
ence members to experience an
orchestral performance.

Bring the family to hear holi-

Lone Star Lone Star Lone Star Lone Star Lone Star YYYYYouth Orchestra presents Unsilent Nightouth Orchestra presents Unsilent Nightouth Orchestra presents Unsilent Nightouth Orchestra presents Unsilent Nightouth Orchestra presents Unsilent Night
day classics including A Charlie
Brown Christmas, How the Grinch
Stole Christmas, Sleigh Ride, Si-
lent Night, Procession of the
Nobles and Carol of the Bells per-
formed by up and coming instru-
mentalists.

The Lone Star Youth Orches-
tra provides young, advanced level
instrumentalists in the Metroplex

area the opportunity to supplement
and enhance their music educa-
tion. Membership, by audition, in
the Lone Star Youth Orchestra is
open to all middle school and high
school string, woodwind, brass,
and percussion players

Unsilent Night begins at 7:00
p.m. on Dec. 12 at the Irving Arts
Center-Carpenter Hall., 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd. For more infor-
mation on the Lone Star Youth
Orchestra visit
www.lascolinassymphony.org.

Michael J. Astrue, Commis-
sioner of Social Security, recently
announced that the Social Security
Administration implemented its
new quick disability determination
(QDD) process in the Texas Dis-
ability Determination Services ef-
fective Nov. 19. Under QDD, a
predictive model analyzes specific
elements of data within the elec-
tronic claims file to identify claims
where there is a high potential that
the claimant is disabled and where
evidence of the person’s allega-
tions can be quickly and easily ob-
tained.

“The quick disability determi-
nation process has been very suc-

cessful and efficient. I am happy
to say it will now help people fil-
ing for disability benefits in
Texas,” Commissioner Astrue said.
“This is a very important step we
are taking at Social Security to
improve our disability programs.”

The Social Security Adminis-
tration currently receives more
than 191,600 new disability cases
each year in Texas. In New En-
gland, where the QDD process was
tested, about three percent of all
new cases were identified as QDD
cases. These cases were processed
in an average of 11 days. Since the
model does not yet incorporate as
many diseases as it can, Commis-

sioner Astrue committed to ex-
panding the number of cases that
can be identified as a QDD case
while maintaining the same level
of accuracy.

“The length of time many
people wait for a disability deci-
sion is unacceptable,” Commis-
sioner Astrue said. “I am commit-
ted to a process that is as fair and
speedy as possible. While there is
no single magic bullet, with better
systems, better business processes
and better ways of fast-tracking
targeted cases, we can greatly im-
prove the service we provide to the
citizens of Texas.”

For more information about

Social Security’s disability pro-
grams, go to
www.socialsecurity.gov/disability.
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We offer a variety of cost

effective ways to reach your
customers

Social Security’Social Security’Social Security’Social Security’Social Security’s Quick Disability Determination process bes Quick Disability Determination process bes Quick Disability Determination process bes Quick Disability Determination process bes Quick Disability Determination process beginsginsginsginsgins



Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED

Answers for 11-22-2007Answers for 11-22-2007 Answers for 11-22-2007
Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

OBITUARIES

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  November 29, 2007

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

REHAB &
SKILLED NURSING

FACILITY

Medicare
Private Rooms

w/ TV & Phone

Call Admissions
972-898-3561
972-579-1919

2021 Shoaf Dr.
(Hwy 183 & O’Connor)
Irving, TX 75061

www.ashford-hall.com

!!!!! Physical Therapy
!!!!! Occupational Therapy
!!!!! Speech Therapy
!!!!! Respiratory Therapy

NEWLNEWLNEWLNEWLNEWLY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVY RENOVAAAAATEDTEDTEDTEDTED
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
www.Brownmem.com

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town
Services  & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OLA FAYE McLEMORE
O l a

F a y e
McLemore, of
Irving, passed
away Novem-
ber 22, 2007.
She was born
July 20, 1925 in

St. Charles, KY.
Preceded in death by her par-

ents John and Mervia Eli, broth-
ers Winfield Eli and Lorne Eli, and
sisters Bonnie Coyle Crick, Helen
Franklin, Dot Camplin, and

Lucille Riley; survivors include
sons Jerry McLemore and wife
Linda of Pace, FL, and Owen
McLemore of Josephine, TX;
daughters Violet Bennett and hus-
band Gerald of Irving; and Ferry
Weber of Josephine; 9 grandchil-
dren; and 15 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 26 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

LOUISE
CHRISTINE JOHNSON

Louise Chris-
tine Johnson, of
Irving, passed
away Novem-
ber 26, 2007.
She was born
April 26, 1918
in Wichita

Falls.
Survivors include his sons Ri-

chard Johnson and wife Darline of
Naperville, IL, and Howard
Johnson and wife Carol of Castle
Rock, CO; daughters Evelyn Hays
and husband Robert of Irving, and

Helen Teeple and husband Dwight
of South Plains; brothers Marvin
Koch of Denison, and Wilbert
Koch of Lake Havasu, AZ; sister
Bertha Arnholt of Columbus, IN;
8 grandchildren; and 11 great
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held
at 1:00 PM Dec. 8 at Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church, 2620 W.
Grauwyler in Irving. Interment
will follow at Laurel Land Memo-
rial Park in Dallas. Visitation: 6-8
PM Dec. 7. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

DEWEY KERMIT
“DEWMAN” KAYLOR, JR

Dewey Kermit “Dewman”
Kaylor, Jr, of Irving, passed away
November 27, 2007.  He was born
Dec. 30, 1941 in Newton, NC.

Preceded in death by his par-
ents Dewey and Maude Kaylor,
wife Linda Kaylor, children Jim
West and Tonya West, sister
Patricia Dunlap, and brothers Noel
Kaylor and Gilbert Richards; sur-
vivors include daughters Sandra

Bench and husband Greg, Pam
Kaylor, Kelly Kaylor, and Michelle
Kaylor; brothers Carl Kaylor, and
James Kaylor; sister Kandace
Rich; 4 grandchildren; one great
grandchild; Tammy Harrison;

Lindan; Jamie; and many “Broth-
ers in the Wind”.

Funeral services will be held
at 2:00 PM Dec. 1 at Brown’s Me-
morial Chapel with Benny Onza
officiating. Visitation: 9 AM-1 PM
Saturday before the service. 

Jon’s
Upholstery

Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

sented include: Kristina Sparks,
Bowie, Louder I Can’t Hear You;
Courtney Reed, Crockett, A Case
for Two Detectives; Juan Frausto
Jr., de Zavala, My Favorite Class;
Julia Wiggington, Houston, The
First Date; Mary Kralicke, Lamar,
The Seussification of Romeo and
Juliet; and Stephanie Ball, Travis,
Check Please.

This is the fifth year for the
festival.

Middle School One-Act Festival
The IISD Middle School One-

Act Festival was staged in the
Nimitz High School auditorium
Nov. 10. Six middle schools par-
ticipated in the event. Three judges
critiqued each play and offered
constructive teaching to the stu-
dents.

Bowie Middle School and
Lamar Middle School received top
ratings and many students were
honored with individual awards.

Chris Garcia, Houston Middle
School, was named Best Actor and
Daisy Soria, Bowie, was named
Best Actress. All-Star Cast mem-
bers selected are: Mariah
Barksdale, Lamar; Brett Bereuter,

Travis Middle School; Ernest
Garcia, Houston; David Mares, de
Zavala Middle School; Daniel
Park, Crockett Middle School; and
Sijifredo Robledo, Bowie.

Directors of the plays pre-

IISD middle school choir directors
hosted the Region XX Middle
School Choir Solo & Ensemble
contest at Lamar Middle School
Nov. 10. Of the IISD students who
performed, 117 received First Di-
vision ratings and 16 received Sec-
ond Division ratings. Four choirs
from Travis also performed and
received First Division ratings.
IISD middle school choir directors
include: Charles Salter, Austin;
Jennifer Miller, Bowie; Antoinette
Gingras, Crockett; Vivian
Rodriguez, de Zavala; Shalisha
Johnson, Houston; Frederica
Braidfoot, Lamar; and Rebecca
Wright, Travis.

Choir studentsChoir studentsChoir studentsChoir studentsChoir students
perform atperform atperform atperform atperform at

rererereregion contestgion contestgion contestgion contestgion contest
Six IISD middle school theatre arts teachers who directed middle
school act plays are Juan Frausto Jr., de Zavala; Courtney Reed,
Crockett; Julia Wiggington, Houston; Stephanie Ball, Travis;
Kristina Sparks, Bowie; and Mary Kralicke, Lamar (lft to rt).



 November 29, 2007 Page 11The Irving Rambler 214-675-6493

Send Payment to P.O.Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017

Provided by John Ruane
The tightness in your chest

may not be indigestion. It may be
a sign of asthma, and if not treated,
it could be fatal. That constant
cough may be due to smoking to-
bacco over the years, but it also
could be a symptom of COPD
(chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease), which should be diag-
nosed and treated or it could be
fatal.

Don’t take breathing for
granted. That is the message an
army of 132,000 respiratory thera-
pists across the United States, pro-
moted by the American Associa-
tion for Respiratory Care.

There are 32 million Ameri-
cans diagnosed with a lung dis-
ease, 20 million with asthma plus
12 million with COPD. However,
there are millions of Americans
with these respiratory diseases who
have not been diagnosed. That’s
the danger.

“Any time an adult or child
struggles to breathe for any length
of time, they should be examined
by a doctor immediately,” Tom
Kallstrom, associate executive di-
rector of the American Association
for Respiratory Care, said. “Ameri-
cans have come a long way in the
past few decades to understand
asthma, but people still die because
they don’t seek help when they
suffer breathing difficulties. Many
of those suffering with undiag-
nosed COPD are even worse off,
because they won’t seek help due
to guilt or denial.”

Asthma, referred to as the
“suffocating disease,” is on the
rise. In the 10-year period between
1979 and 1989, asthma cases in-
creased by 60%. No one has been

able to definitively explain this
upward trend, but several factors
have been suggested, such as in-
creasing exposure to infections, air
pollutants and the quality of the air.
Of the 20 million Americans di-
agnosed with asthma, nine million
are children. Asthma is closely
linked to allergies. Most, but not
all, people with asthma have aller-
gies. Children with a family his-
tory of allergy and asthma are more
likely to develop the respiratory
illness.

According to the National
Heart Lung and Blood Institute,
COPD is the fourth leading cause
of death in the United States. The
disease kills more than 120,000
Americans each year (one death
every four minutes), and causes
serious, long-term disability. The
number of people with COPD is
increasing. There are currently
more than 12 million Americans
diagnosed with COPD, but there
are an estimated 12 million more
undiagnosed COPD sufferers.

A patient suffering breathing
problems, who uses an inhaler in-
correctly, can still be in jeopardy.

“We strongly recommend that
any patient using an inhaler make
certain that they are trained on the
proper technique required for us-
ing that inhaler by a physician,
respiratory therapist or nurse,”
Kallstrom, a registered respiratory
therapist for more than 30 years,
said. “We can’t emphasize this
enough to patients. If they don’t
use their inhaler correctly, they
won’t get the needed medication
into their lungs. Some patients will
keep attempting to take more doses
of the inhaler, which leads to other
problems.”

Seek immediate help whenSeek immediate help whenSeek immediate help whenSeek immediate help whenSeek immediate help when
suffering breathing problemssuffering breathing problemssuffering breathing problemssuffering breathing problemssuffering breathing problems

Carrollton-Farmers Branch
ISD fourth grade teachers at Tom
Landry Elementary took their
classrooms on the road to Austin
with Education in Action’s “Proud
to be Texan” experiential learning
day program, Nov. 16. Students
visited the Bob Bullock Texas State
History Museum and the Texas
State Capitol and experienced
what they are learning in fourth
grade Texas History.

On the way to Austin, students
discussed why Texans are so proud
of their unique heritage and par-
ticipated in activities and games in
preparation for their visit. In Aus-
tin, the students visited the State
Capitol where their legislators,
The Honorable Florence Shapiro,
State Senator, District 8 and The
Honorable Linda Harper-Brown,
State Representative, District 105,
office. Students saw first-hand
where Texas laws are made as they
toured the State Capitol including
the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives chambers.

At the Bob Bullock Texas
State History Museum, students
explored exhibits about Texas’s
earliest inhabitants, the Texas
Revolution and events that created
our Lone Star identity. The stu-
dents’ visit to the museum con-
cluded at the multi-sensory Texas
Spirit Theater with the Star of Des-
tiny where they saw and experi-
enced the history of our state in-
cluding Spindletop and the 1900
Galveston hurricane.

“Education in Action’s pro-
grams are based on the understand-
ing that the most effective way for
students to learn is through expe-
rience,” Jennifer Pasteur, Educa-
tion in Action’s Executive Direc-
tor, said. “Student activities dur-
ing Education in Action’s “Proud
to be Texan” programs reinforce
and supplement fourth grade Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills
learning objectives with a focus on
why Texans are so proud of their
unique heritage.”

Read the
Irving Rambler

online at IrvingRambler.com

Tom Landry Elementary fourth graders travel
to Austin with “Proud to be Texan” program

Learning about Texas’ history, Tom Landry Elementary’s fourth graders hangout at the Texas State
Capitol in Austin to experience what they are learn in school.
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OPUS WEST BEGINS SECOND BUILDING. De-
veloper Opus West has broken ground on a second
building in its Opus Corporate Center at Las Colinas
located just west of SH-161 on SH-114. This new
110,000 sq ft office building will be adjacent to a
similar size office building Opus has under con-
struction. The first building is projected to be com-
pleted in December with the second building slated
to open in the summer of 2008. Each building will
be three stories.

FLOWSERVE ENTERS MOU TO EXPLORE
JOINT VENTURE IN CHINA. Irving-based
Flowserve Corporation entered into a memorandum
of understanding with the China National Nuclear
Corp and SUFA Technology Industry Company to
explore a joint venture partnership in Suzhou, China
to make valve products for China’s domestic nuclear
power market. Flowserve makes fluid motion and
control products such as industrial pumps, seals and
valves.

COMERICA OPENS LAS COLINAS BRANCH.
Comerica Bank opened its Las Colinas branch at
1050 W. John Carpenter Freeway at MacArthur
Boulevard. Naomi Smith has been named branch
manager. The bank will be celebrating its grand
opening December 7th with free lunch from
11:00am - 1:30pm, and invites Irving’s business
leaders to come visit the new bank.

TEXAS MONTHLY RECOGNIZES IRVING
SCHOOLS. In its December issue, Texas Monthly
magazine published its listing of the best public
schools in the State of Texas, and several Irving
schools were recognized including: Hanes Elemen-
tary, Austin, Crockett and Lamar Middle Schools
from the Irving ISD and Barbara Bush Elementary
and Ranchview High School from the Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISD.

IRVING HOSPITALITY LEADERS RECEIVE
AWARDS. Gail Jackson, general manager of the
Hilton Garden Inn DFW received the Hotel Asso-
ciation of Greater Dallas’ Manager of the Year Award
in the select service category and Maura Gast, ex-
ecutive director of the Irving Convention & Visitors
Bureau was presented the Association’s Friend of
the Industry Award.

ICVB’s FIRST  “GOLDEN GIRL” RETIRES. The
Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau’s first cus-
tomer services staff member, LaDelle Blackburn,
retired from the Bureau after 20 years of service.
Mrs. Blackburn was one of 14 part-time customer
services representatives, who are affectionately
called the “Golden Girls” since most are older and
all are women. They serve as on-site concierges;
their job is to meet, greet and assist groups that hold
their meetings or events in Irving. Mrs. Blackburn
became a “Golden Girl” after she retired in 1987
from a successful real estate career in Irving.

DEVRY UNIVERSITY CAREER FAIR. DeVry
University will hold its Network Connection Ca-
reer Fair on Wednesday, December 12th, 1:00 - 3:00
p.m. at its Irving Campus. To participate in the Ca-
reer Fair, please contact Terrence Hood at 972-929-
9358. The focus of the Fair will be DeVry’s Febru-
ary 2008 graduates, alumni and Keller Graduate
School.
COFFEE BREAK. Irving businesses are encouraged
to take a Coffee Break, Thursday, December 13th,
8:30 a.m. at the Receptions on the Main, 109 S.
Main Street in Downtown Irving.  This is a FREE
networking opportunity for the business community.
Participants are asked to bring canned goods for Irv-
ing Cares. Coffee and refreshments are served.
These events are held the second Thursday of each
month.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
DIAMOND INVESTORS

City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

Oncor Electric Delivery

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

The University of Dallas (UD)
announced today the appointment
of Dr. J. William Berry as the
University’s provost. Dr. Berry,
provost and senior vice president
for academic affairs at Butler Uni-
versity, a liberal arts university in
Indianapolis, will begin his new
role as the chief academic officer
of UD in June 2008.

“Dr. Berry joins the Univer-
sity at an exciting time and brings
a wealth of experience and knowl-
edge to support its growth and the
advancement of its mission,” Dr.
Lazarus, president of UD, said.
“Dr. Berry will be instrumental in
helping UD fulfill its mission to
recover the Western heritage of lib-
eral education, to provide profes-
sional programs that prepare stu-
dents for principled and moral
leadership, and to expand and il-
luminate the Catholic intellectual
tradition.”

Since joining the administra-
tive staff at Butler University in
2001, Dr. Berry led many success-

ful initiatives, including an effort
that raised freshman retention
from 81% to 88% and increased
overall retention from 87% to
91%. He also coauthored several
grant proposals that secured more
than $48 million of support for the
university.

Additionally, Dr. Berry was
successful in working with the
president of Butler to bring the uni-
versity from serious deficits to an-
nual balanced budgets. He has sub-
stantial accrediting experience
with both regional and specialized
accrediting agencies, and has won
praise from colleagues for his in-
tegrity, courage, and values in the
context of collegial leadership.

“I’m delighted to be joining
the University of Dallas, a unique
place with a proud tradition, and
look forward to working with
President Lazarus, the faculty,
staff, and students as the Univer-
sity builds the increasingly na-
tional following it richly deserves,”
Dr. Berry said.

Prior to his work at Butler
University, Dr. Berry held the po-
sitions of provost and vice chan-
cellor for academic affairs at the
University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga from 1998-2001 and pro-
vost and dean of faculty at the
University of Central Arkansas
from 1989-1998. In addition to his
19 years of experience as provost,
he has also been a professor of his-
tory for more than 30 years.

Dr. Berry earned a doctorate
in history at Princeton University
and a bachelor’s degree in English
from the University of Arkansas-
Fayetteville.

University of  Dal-
las names provost

The Greater-Irving Las
Colinas Chamber of Commerce
recently announced that John
Bonnot, Director of Economic De-
velopment, has been promoted to
Vice President, Economic Devel-
opment, and Beth Bowman, Direc-
tor of Membership Services & The
Technology Leadership Council,
has been promoted to Vice Presi-
dent, Investor/Business Relations.

“The Chamber, through the
Irving Economic Development
Partnership, serves as the eco-
nomic development marketing arm
for the City of Irving. It is essen-
tial that we have high-caliber ex-
ecutives at the Chamber who are
committed to the growth and de-
velopment of Irving,” Chris
Wallace, President/CEO of the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce, said. “Beth and
John exemplify the leadership and
talent necessary to support Irving’s
continued successful course. We
are pleased to recognize their con-
tributions with these well-deserved
promotions.”

In his new post, Bonnot is re-
sponsible for managing the daily
operations of the Economic Devel-
opment Department; maintain and
nurture strong working relation-
ships with the real estate and de-
velopment community; serve as
the response mechanism on devel-
opment inquiries; and prepare
various reports on economic devel-
opment activities for presentation
to the mayor and city council, city
management team, economic de-
velopment advisory council and
private investors who support the
Chamber’s economic development
program.

As Vice President, Investor/
Business Relations, Bowman as-
sists in overseeing Chamber opera-
tions, membership (including af-
finity programs) and marketing,
with a focus on building stronger
partnerships with the Chamber’s
top investors including Irving’s
highest tax payers. Bowman will
also spearhead the retention pro-
gram for the economic develop-
ment partnership.
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With a commitment to employ

more than 400 people at a new
64,000 square-foot facility in Irv-
ing, HMS is expanding its roots in
the Lone Star State.

“The City of Irving is proud
to be the home of the new National
Operations Center for HMS,”
Mayor Gears said, “and we know
that the company and its new em-
ployees will experience quality ser-

vices and an ideal environment in
which to live and work.”

“We are excited to add such a
fine company as HMS to the Irv-
ing-Las Colinas roster of
corporations,” Chris E. Wallace,
President and CEO of the Greater
Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce, said, “and we look for-
ward to a great partnership.”

HMS is expanding its pres-
ence in Texas with a new, state-of-
the art National Operations Cen-
ter in Irving that will house depart-
ments critical to the company’s

business. The company will reside
on three floors at 5615 Highpoint
Drive, where it will operate a 3,000
square-foot printing and mailing
facility. The building recently un-
derwent $3 million in renovations.

Since the late 1990’s, HMS
has provided services to both the
Child Support Division of the Of-
fice of the Attorney General (OAG)
and the Texas Medicaid and Health
Partnership (TMHP). The com-
pany has assisted the OAG in gen-
erating nearly $80 million in child
support collections, and has gen-

erated over $200 million in third
party recoveries for TMHP.

“We are excited about the op-
portunity to expand work in Texas
and employ some of the nation’s
most talented, hardworking
people,” HMS President Bill Lucia
said. “The Irving Operations Cen-
ter is a vital part of our strategy to
grow and offer enhanced services
for our clients nationwide. We are
proud to have a new Texas loca-
tion from which to help our gov-
ernment clients manage their data
and save money.”
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