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T KHIS WEE

Repeated warnings by city in-
spectors about sewer leaks and sub-
standard electrical circuits in three
of the Villa Martiniqe’s seven
buildings went unheeded. Resi-
dents of the three buildings were
informed on Aug. 30, 2006 that
they were being evicted and had
until Sep. 29 to move.

At the time of the evictions,
resident Jinny Varr had lived in the
Villa Martinique for six months.

“This is crazy. You get used
to an area and no matter how bad

Villa Villa Villa Villa Villa MarMarMarMarMartinique tinique tinique tinique tinique AparAparAparAparApartments come tumbling dotments come tumbling dotments come tumbling dotments come tumbling dotments come tumbling downwnwnwnwn
the world gets around you, it is still
home,” Ms. Varr said.

Later the Villa Martinique
Apartments were later sold to de-
veloper Delbert McDougal, who
plans to redevelop the property.

Early Monday morning a
demolition crew began the work of
razing the complex and clearing
the land for new development. The
demolition is expected to be com-
pleted within 60 days with the land
cleared by the end of the year.

Plane crash scenario testsPlane crash scenario testsPlane crash scenario testsPlane crash scenario testsPlane crash scenario tests
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By Jess Paniszczyn
One of the most important el-

ements necessary for people to sur-
vive a major catastrophe is the
immediate response of agencies
designed to offer aid and relief. Too
many times, citizens have looked
on as the lack of communications
and the inability of various agen-
cies to coordinate their efforts com-
pound the tragedy rather than help-
ing the victims.

In an effort to avoid miscom-
munications during a crisis, agen-
cies from around the Metroplex
sent their mobile command centers
and staffs to participate in a catas-
trophe scenario at Texas Stadium
on Nov. 6.

“Today we are communicat-
ing. It is called ‘interoperability’

is currently under construction.
Irving voters also approved

the Irving ISD Bond, which will
allow for the issuance of
$249,975,000 of bonds. Through
the use of the bond money a new
elementary and middle school will
be built. Land will be acquired for
a new early childhood school. Re-
pairs and improvements will be
made to existing IISD facilities.
Almost 50,000,000 will go to tech-
nology, approximately 4,200,000
for fine arts equipment, and
roughly 4,600,000 will go towards
library books and materials.

Texas voters approved 16 con-
stitutional amendments on Nov. 6.
Statewide roughly 8.7% of the
state’s 12,587,501 registered vot-
ers participated in the election. In
Dallas County, 11.82% of the
1,115,668 registered voters went to
the polls.

Irving voters approved
Irving’s Proposition One, which
raises the hotel tax rate to 15%
from its current 13%. Allows a
ticket tax of up to 10%. In addi-
tion, Proposition One allows a
parking tax of up to $3 per vehicle
for the Irving Convention Center
and Entertainment Venue, which

The long awaited demolition of the Villa Martinique Apartments begins on a sunny morning.

First responders and relief agencies from across north Texas test their ability to communicate effec-
tively during a disaster.

See UNOFFICIAL, Page 3

By Jess Paniszczyn
Sunday night Joe’s Coffee

Shop was jumping literally. Sev-
eral patrons were forced to park
across the street to approach the
restaurant, which usually closes at
3 p.m. on Sunday.

A gospel band performed in
the normally empty parking lot. As
waitresses, cooks, and other staff
members volunteered their time to
feed the overflow crowd. Once in-
side, patrons shared tables and the
festive spirit with strangers as they
awaited their spaghetti dinners. In
just three hours, the restaurant
served 400 meals.

All of the meals, music and
fun were designed to raise funds
for Evelyn Segrest, a Joe’s em-
ployee who suffered from cancer.

“The place was packed con-
tinually,” Carol Wood, owner of
Joe’s Coffee Shop, said. “Every-
body was upbeat and happy. Even-
tually, everybody got fed.

“We had a silent auction, raffle
and door prizes. Many, many,
many people contributed. We had
inexperienced waitresses and wait-
ers. We had waiters who had never
waited on tables before. People
were working the dish pan who
had never worked the dish pan be-
fore.

“I was overwhelmed by the re-
sponse. People in the community
here are so supportive. We feel like
when people need us, we are there
for them; and when we need them,
they are there for us. The people
of Irving are very generous. When
they all come together, it is a won-
derful thing. We raised $10,000,
and it was a celebration of Evelyn’s
life,” she said.

After caring for her dying
brother, Evelyn was unable to
shoulder the burden of her own
medical expenses.

“Evelyn had been an employee
of ours for 11 years. She was a very
loving and giving person. She be-
came ill very quickly. Evelyn ex-
hausted all of her savings while
helping her brother through a can-
cer crisis. He passed away about
18 months ago.

“Evelyn opted out of our in-
surance plan, because it really was
too expensive for her. We didn’t
want her to do that, but she had to
make that decision. She was try-
ing to build up some of her sav-
ings, and she never got to do that.
She was diagnosed 10 weeks ago,
and she was gone the night before
the benefit,” Ms. Wood said.

Unique benefit memorializes friendUnique benefit memorializes friendUnique benefit memorializes friendUnique benefit memorializes friendUnique benefit memorializes friend

See PATRONS, Page 5 See SCENARIO, Page 9
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Burglary: The Chev-
ron at 1016 W. 183 was
burglarized on 09-01-
07. The pictured sub-
ject and two other

males com-
mitted the of-
fense. The oth-
ers concealed
their faces
prior to enter-
ing the camera
view. The 24-
hour contact
number for

Irving PD is 972-721-2518.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-03-07 at
6:48 p.m.  The suspect entered the
Whataburger in the 100 block of E.
SH 183, pointed a silver handgun at
the cashier and demanded all of the
money from the register. He then left
through the east door and fled the
scene on foot.
 
Robbery: 11-03-07 at 9:36 p.m.  The
victim works for Radio Shack. He
was in the Bank of America drive-
through making a night deposit when
a male approached him from behind,
grabbed his arm, pushed him in the
face several times, and took the bag
containing the deposit. The suspect
then fled the scene on foot eastbound.
 
Aggravated Assault: 11-04-07 at
9:00 a.m.  Complainant and her live
in boyfriend/suspect got into an
argument. Suspect punched and
kicked complainant, tied her up, held

her against her will, and put a knife
to her throat. Later, suspect let com-
plainant go, but took her five month
old daughter. Suspect threatened to
kill the child (not suspect’s biologi-
cal child) and left with the
child. Complainant taken to Baylor
Hospital for treatment of a possibly
broken wrist. An officer followed up,
but was not able to locate suspect or
child. 
 
Aggravated Robbery: 11-04-07 at
6:50 p.m.  Complainant was in the
parking lot of Meadowbrook Heights
when he was approached from be-

Special Ops was an elevator rescue where all occupants
got out safely. Ambulances went into overload six times.

Ambulances went into overload twice.
Structure fires contained by first arriving crews.
Structure fire and vehicle fire calls resulted in no fire dam-

age. Ambulances went into overload once.
Structure fire was limited to one garage and mitgated by

first arriving company (E7). No injuries reported. Ambulances
went into overload three times.

Irving Fire Department responded to 337 incidents.
The Fire incidents

  99 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
    6 Structure Fires
    1 Special Operations
   4  Vehicle Fires
Comments:

Medical calls
31 Major Accidents
82 Major Medical
29 Heart Attacks
47 Difficulty Breathing
48 Trauma Related
22 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Oct 25-31, 2007

11-01:

11-05:
11-03:

11-7:

11-06:

hind by a suspect who pointed a gun
at him and demanded his wallet. The
complainant relinquished his wallet.
The suspect fled the location and was
not located.
                                   
Theft from Person: 11-04-07
at 9:10 p.m.  A male approached the
complainant in the Apple Apartments
and attempted to steal her purse by
pulling it away from her. The purse
straps broke and the suspect fled to-
ward the front of the complex with
the straps, leaving the purse in the
possession of the complainant. 

Summerville At Irving In-
dependent Living and Assisted
Living to stage a special event
honoring the twenty-six veter-
ans who reside at the
Summerville Community.
Program activities will com-
mence at noon in the Indepen-
dent Living dining room. The
American Flag will be pre-
sented followed by the invoca-
tion by Larry Danforth.  The
Star Spangled Banner will be
performed by Jolie Stratton,
soloist with the Dallas Opera
and TAPS will be played by
Aaron Montoya.  Veterans will
be introduced separately by
name, rank, and branch of ser-
vice and recognition of wars
served.  A special meal will be
served following the introduc-

SummerSummerSummerSummerSummerville to Honor Our ville to Honor Our ville to Honor Our ville to Honor Our ville to Honor Our VVVVVeterans in aeterans in aeterans in aeterans in aeterans in a
Landmark Event SaturdaLandmark Event SaturdaLandmark Event SaturdaLandmark Event SaturdaLandmark Event Saturday,y,y,y,y, No No No No November 10,vember 10,vember 10,vember 10,vember 10, 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007

tion.  A service medal presentation
sponsored by Hillcrest Bank will
begin during this special meal.
After the ceremonies those able to
gather around the flag pole will
salute the flag while singing God

Bless America with Ms.
Stratton leading the charge.

To complete the day’s
events veterans will be trans-
ported to the Dallas/Fort Worth
National Cemetery for a tour.
This will take place at 2:30pm.
Those interested are welcome to
attend this day honoring all vet-
erans and our men and women
now serving in our armed
forces.

For more information
please call Shayron Scott, Ac-
tivity Director at (972) 721-
1500.

Summerville At Irving is an Emeritus Independent and Assisted Liv-
ing community, a national provider of assisted living and Alzheimer’s
and related dementia care services to seniors.  Emeritus currently
operates, or has an interest in 203 communities representing capac-
ity for approximately 16,513 units and 20,149 residents in 35 states.
Emeritus’s common stock is traded on the American Stock Exchange
under the symbol ESC, and its home page can be found on the Internet
at www.emeritus.com

Provided by  Meredith Bratton
Joseph Picca, University of

Oklahoma (OU) meteorology se-
nior, received the Outstanding Se-
nior Award in the College of At-
mospheric and Geographic Sci-
ences for 2007-2008 based on his
achievement in the areas of schol-
arship, honors, awards, leadership
and service to the university and
community.

Picca was honored during the
Parents’ Association Outstanding
Senior Awards Reception and Cer-
emony on Nov. 9 in Oklahoma
Memorial Union on the Norman
campus.

Originally from Irving, Picca
came to OU as a freshman and has
been active in both on- and off-
campus activities. He is the acting
treasurer with Habitat for Human-
ity and volunteered at the National
Weather Service in Fort Worth last
summer. On campus, Picca was
involved in the Oklahoma Weather
Lab student-run forecasting, stu-
dent newscast OU Nightly, the
Honor Student Association and the
OU student chapter of the Ameri-
can Meteorological Society.

While Picca was involved in

many volunteer organizations, he
also interned at both the Storm Pre-
diction Center and the CBS news
station in Dallas, furthering his
main interest in operational meteo-
rology. Picca said he hopes to con-
tinue studying operational meteo-
rology and is planning to apply to
graduate school at OU, Colorado
State University, the University of
Washington, Rutgers and Penn
State. His first choice for graduate
school is OU.

As the Outstanding Senior
Award recipient, Picca will repre-
sent his classmates at the spring
graduation convocation. He also
will attend the university reception
and presentation ceremony recog-
nizing outstanding seniors from all
OU degree-granting colleges. As a
result of this honor, Picca will be
awarded the Nichols Trailblazer
Scholarship, traditionally granted
to the outstanding senior in the
college. Picca will receive a check
for $500 at the fall convocation
ceremony and a plaque in the
spring.

“My most important advice is
for people to get involved both on
and off campus,” Picca said.

FFFFFormer Irormer Irormer Irormer Irormer Irving student winsving student winsving student winsving student winsving student wins
University of Oklahoma aUniversity of Oklahoma aUniversity of Oklahoma aUniversity of Oklahoma aUniversity of Oklahoma awardwardwardwardward
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Constitutional Amendment No. 1
Appropriation for facilities at Angelo State Uni-
versity
Dallas County Percent
FOR 75.21%
AGAINST 24.79%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 66.28%
AGAINST 33.72%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 2
Issuance of $500 million in bonds to finance stu-
dent loans
Dallas County Percent
FOR 80.03%
AGAINST 19.97%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 65.85%
AGAINST 34.15%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 3
Limiting appraised value of the residence home-
stead
Dallas County Percent
FOR 80.03%
AGAINST 19.97%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 71.48%
AGAINST 28.52%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 4
Issuance of up to $1 billion in bonds for con-
struction projects
Dallas County Percent
FOR 73.39%
AGAINST         26.61%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 58.19%
AGAINST 41.81%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 5
Local election to limit municipal property taxes
Dallas County Percent
FOR 74.40%
AGAINST 25.60%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 66.00%
AGAINST 34.00%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 6
Exempt from ad valorem tax one motor vehicle
owned by an individual
Dallas County Percent
FOR 78.44%
AGAINST 21.56%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 73.69%
AGAINST 26.31%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 7
Allow government entities to sell property ac-
quired by eminent domain
Dallas County Percent
FOR 83.68%
AGAINST 16.32%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR                   80.30%
AGAINST         19.70%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 8
Clarify provisions relating to a home equity loan
Dallas County Percent
FOR                   85.10%
AGAINST         14.90%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR                   77.55%
AGAINST         22.45%
Total

Votes
86,433
28,492

114,925

Unofficial cumulative election results are as follows:

Votes
690,950
351,500

1,042,450

Votes
96,824
24,168

120,992

Votes
763,901
304,717

1,068,618

Votes
96,824
24,168

120,992

Votes
713,019
369,738

1,082,757

Votes
87,457
31,703

119,160

Votes
623,404
448,013

1,071,417

Votes
 84,224
28,981

113,205

Votes
94,386

 25,937
 120,323

Constitutional Amendment No. 9
Exempt totally disabled veterans from ad valo-
rem taxation
Dallas County Percent
FOR 90.01%
AGAINST 9.99%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 86.19%
AGAINST 13.81%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 10
Abolish the office of inspector of hides and ani-
mals
Dallas County Percent
FOR 78.67%
AGAINST 21.33%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 76.54%
AGAINST 23.46%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 11
To provide for public access on the Internet of
Legislative votes
Dallas County Percent
FOR 88.31%
AGAINST 11.69%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 84.51%
AGAINST 15.49%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 12
Issuance of bonds not to exceed $5 billion for
highway improvement
Dallas County Percent
FOR 76.95%
AGAINST 23.05%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 62.61%
AGAINST 37.39%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 13
Deny bail to a person who violates certain or-
ders or conditions
Dallas County Percent
FOR  86.42%
AGAINST 13.58%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 83.85%
AGAINST 16.15%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 14
Permit a justice or judge to serve the remainder
term
Dallas County Percent
FOR 78.63%
AGAINST 21.37%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 74.99%
AGAINST 25.01%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 15
Creation of the Cancer Prevention and Research
Institute of Texas
Dallas County Percent
FOR 72.21%
AGAINST 27.79%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 61.43%
AGAINST 38.57%
Total

Constitutional Amendment No. 16
Issuance of bonds for assistance to economically
distressed areas
Dallas County Percent
FOR 74.00%
AGAINST 26.00%
Total

Statewide Percent
FOR 60.77%
AGAINST 39.23%
Total

Irving Prop Percent
FOR 66.12%
AGAINST 33.88%
Total

Irving ISD Bond Percent
FOR 58.23%
AGAINST 41.77%
Total

Votes
 793,793
283,380

1,077,173

Votes
 861,201
211,240

1,072,441

Votes
 100,526

19,611
 120,137

Votes
 685,298
353,085

1,038,383

Votes
107,824

11,968
119,792

Votes
816,811

 236,474
1,053,285

Votes
 99,963
17,503

117,466

Votes
668,543
419,709

1,088,252

Votes
 4,318
2,213
6,531

Votes
86,954
30,546

117,500

Votes
88,357
34,005

122,362

Votes
807,932
269,384

1,077,316

Votes
 908,764
175,039

1,083,803

Votes
665,308
397,293

1,062,601

Votes
 95,137
 25,856

 120,993

Votes
105,357

16,553
121,910

Votes
91,012

 27,269
118,281

Votes
 886,742
 162,514

1,049,256

Votes
 800,439
245,274

1,045,713

Votes
 925,225
148,272

1,073,497

Votes
102,971

13,628
116,599

Votes
 91,325
24,758

116,083

Votes
3,371

 2,418
5,789

Votes
645,658

 416,884
1,062,542
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas Film
Critics Association (NTFCA) and hosts
the weekly syndicated Indie Rock Radio
Show Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional re-
views and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any commen-
tary are those of the writer, and not nec-
essarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member.

Hi Irving!
I hope most of
you are happy
with the elec-
tions results. I
am except for a
few proposi-

tions. Time seems to pass so fast
due to our busy lives so it’s not too
early to mark your calendar for the
first day to vote. Feb.19th, 2008
marks the beginning of early vot-
ing for the March 4th, 2008 Pri-
mary Elections.

With 12 days of early voting,
we should all have enough time to
vote. I like what my Sunday school
teacher says, “It does not matter,
play or work, family or friends,
quiet or noisy, fun or dull, hang-
ing out or hanging in, fast or slow,
good or bad…in the end I will
make time for what I desire.” I

By Matt Mungle
Title: Lions for Lambs
Rated: R

Films like Lions for Lambs
make writing a review a slippery
slope. If I praise the film, I am as-
sumed to praise the message. If I
slam it, I must be defiant to its
cause. But that is not the case.

If I appreciate Silence of the
Lambs, it does not mean I am on

agree. We choose what we want to
do.

In my recent Intercessors For
America newsletter, they have an
awesome article titled ‘’Pilgrim
Prayer and Fasting: A Model for
Today’’ by Gary P. Bergel. It is
compiled and adapted by Gary
from Williams Bradford’s ‘’Of
Plymouth Plantation 1620-1647'’.
This book is now considered an
American literature ‘’classic’’. I
think it is a good book to read dur-
ing this Thanksgiving time. It is a
great way to prepare our hearts for
the thanksgiving season.

Sunday is Veterans Day. One
way we can show our thanks and
support for all our Veterans is to
display our Flags on this special
day. There will also be different
Veterans Day events going on this
weekend. If you would like to find

out more about the schedule, call
Porter’s Army and Navy Store in
Irving. And to all the Veterans:
Thank you for all you have done
to protect this great country. I ad-
mire your courage and conviction
and pray you enjoy many blessings.

Keep reading The Irving Ram-
bler, the newspaper Irving loves to
read.
Praying to make a difference.
Attend Church Sunday
God Bless You

YYYYYes wes wes wes wes we are at ware are at ware are at ware are at ware are at war::::: Thanks for the reminder Thanks for the reminder Thanks for the reminder Thanks for the reminder Thanks for the reminder
board with eating my neighbor’s
liver with some fava beans and a
nice Chianti. Maybe I like it be-
cause of the writing and the superb
acting. If I despise a film like Ra-
dio, it doesn’t mean that I am
against the advancement of the
mentally challenged. It just means
it was terribly hokey and manipu-
lative in its sappiness. I could care
less what your message is saying
if you can’t make a film worth
watching. So now that we are clear,

let us begin.
Lions for Lambs parades its

actors across the credits like a mili-
tary intimidation tactic. Redford,
Cruise, Streep. The big guns.
Redford not only acts in, but di-
rects this story told within three
stories. The plot revolves around
a military maneuver taking place
in the war against terror and how
it affects the lives of different in-
dividuals. You see the main event
unfold as the six central charac-

ters discuss, react and defend the
war we are currently in. Janine
Roth (Meryl Streep) is the sea-
soned news journalist discussing
this exclusive new military strat-
egy with a top senator (Tom
Cruise). All the while, the event is
being carried out by two young
military men (Derek Luke and
Michael Peña) fighting to better
their country. A Political Science
professor (Robert Redford) is dis-
cussing the cause and effects of our
own personal actions with a tal-
ented student (Andrew Garfield)
who is tired of the current
politics. Each story line weaves the
tapestry for the movie as a whole.

The writing is brilliant and
brought to life flawlessly by its
three main deliverers. Streep as
always exceeds expectations. She
can make the smallest movement
in a scene become relevant and
character developing. No attention
to detail is left out and it is done
so seamlessly that it is no longer
acting but personified real life. She
is not performing, but being. And
it must be said that the writing does
produce thought. You can’t walk
out of this film without thinking
about where we are in our coun-
try. Agree or disagree with the
message. But you will have to form
an opinion regardless. The mes-
sage becomes a character. You ei-
ther love it or hate it. But you can’t
avoid it. You can’t put it aside. You
have to engage it.

What impressed me about this
film too was the fact that it didn’t
take three hours to say what it had
to say. It didn’t try to impress me
with a lot of pompous regurgita-
tion like some know it all wind-

bag who just won’t shut up. It stood
there, stated its case and sat back
down. Many films could take a les-
son in this. Writers and directors
these days think that we should be
honored to be in the presence of
their feats of greatness for hours
at a time. (My reviews excluded of
course.) When in fact, we just want
a good film. My thoughts, if you
can’t do it in 90 you probably can’t
do it in 120 either.

Lions for Lambs is rated R for
some war violence and language.
Again, if you want to see a well
done film with superb acting then
this is your baby. But if you can’t
check your political views at the
box office, be ready to get emo-
tional. Some will cheer its charge
while others will snarl at its sen-
sationalism. I admit I am becom-
ing a little tired of the endless
stream of political war pieces of
late. I am well aware that we are
in a crises, and I have the talking
bobble heads on TV constantly re-
minding me of both sides. But
again I am here to critique the film,
not the war or those in control of
it. Therefore, I give it 4.5 out of 5
stars and stripes. And God bless
the USA.

Provided by Nikki Mutschler
Las Colinas Medical Center

(LCMC) recently announced the
expansion of its Women’s Services
floor - Labor & Deliver, Post-
Partum, Newborn Nursery, & Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit. Increas-
ing deliveries have made this ex-
pansion necessary, as July was one
of the hospital’s strongest months
ever.

The expansion includes the
addition of ten more rooms, one of
which will be a VIP suite, for post-
partum mothers. All rooms are pri-
vate and spacious. Each patient
room will be approximately 300
square feet and the VIP suite ap-
proximately 700 square feet, giv-
ing families plenty of room to en-
joy their new addition.

Wireless Internet access will
be incorporated throughout the
floor. The general rooms will be
equipped with a glider for rocking
the baby, as well as a sofa-sleeper
for dad. The rooms will have wood
flooring and will be decorated with
a contemporary flair.

The VIP suite will include
amenities such as a kitchenette, a
large flat screen television in the
general seating area, a private bed
for the father, a private room for

the mother with a separating glass
door that can be closed off from
the general suite, and an expanded
bathroom with a spa-like atmo-
sphere inclusive of a bidet.

An intermediate nursery will
also be included in the expansion
project. The intermediate nursery
is designed for those infants who
need a little more care than the
newborn nursery or those babies
who have been stabilized in the
NICU and no longer require a
higher level of care.

“The addition of the interme-
diate nursery will allow LCMC the
opportunity to care for each babies’
individual needs at any given
time,” Donna Butler, director of
women’s services, said.

Las Colinas Medical Center
holds expectant and post-partum
mothers dearly, and is committed
to maintaining their comfort while
providing excellent service.

“At Las Colinas Medical Cen-
ter we know starting or adding to
your family is a joyous occasion.
In women’s services we work as a
family of care providers to make
your special day one that is both
comfortable and memorable,” Ms.
Butler said. “Come to LCMC for
the ‘Five Star’ delivery experience
you deserve.”

Las Colinas Medical Center eLas Colinas Medical Center eLas Colinas Medical Center eLas Colinas Medical Center eLas Colinas Medical Center ex-x-x-x-x-
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

Mr. Leininger will speak on the current and fu-
ture status of the McDougal Project.

The Irving Downtown Association meets
monthly at the . All are welcome.

Guest Speaker:
David Leininger, Managing
Director of Development
Services for the City of Irving

Date:
Tuesday, November 13th
Doors open at 6:30 P.M.
Meeting begins at 7:00 P.M.

Location:  Community Building
135 South Jefferson in the
Heritage District

J.D. Phillips, Evelyn’s friend
and co-worker helped plan the ben-
efit.

“We fed over 400 people, and
some people we didn’t have food
for. We had enough food for all the

The Leadership Irving-Las Colinas Class of 2008 began their eight-month program early in Septem-
ber. The class will meet once a month through April, focusing on aspects of the City of Irving and
Leadership Development.

Provided by Pam Brown
The Leadership Irving-Las

Colinas Class of 2008 met Oct. 5
for their Community Involvement
and Partnership Session.

Members began the day by
bringing close to 100 pounds of
food, toiletries, and paper products
to be delivered to Irving Cares and
Brighter Tomorrows/Transitional
Housing. Along with bringing
items from home, one of the class
members connected with a large
Irving corporation donated paper

Leadership class explores
community charities

products and several others had
their own companies participate in
the donations.

Additional presentations dur-
ing the day included Our
Children’s House, The Family
Advocacy Center, the DFW Hu-
mane Center and Make A Wish.
Serving lunch to the seniors at the
Heritage Senior Center was re-
warding to the class.

“This was a fantastic session,”
Chris Kratovil said. “I learned
more about community organiza-

tions in Irving in one day than I
had learned in three years of liv-
ing here.”

“It was so exciting and yet
sometimes overwhelming to see
the need in the community,”
Chandra Moore said. “This was a
wonderful experience and I am
anxious to get motivated in the
community.”

The class will meet once a
month through April and will fo-
cus on a different area of the City
and development at each meeting.

By Jess Paniszczyn
Several area pets were disap-

pointed to find out that their trip
to the park involved receiving vac-
cinations.

Irving Animal Services hosted
a rabies vaccination and microchip
clinic on Nov. 3 at Running Bear
Park. Dogs and cats received free
vaccinations, and pet owners could
purchase their pet an identification
microchip for $10.

Qiana Cobb-Sinnie, the City
of Irving veterinarian, educated pet
owners about the need for consis-
tent veterinary care.

“The event puts the Irving
Animal Services in a positive light.
There are a lot of negative conno-
tations that are attached to shel-
ters. We are here for the commu-
nity to help in any way we can,”
Ms. Cobb-Sinnie said.

“This is an opportunity for
people to learn how important it is
for their pets to have vaccinations.
Today we are giving dogs and cats
their boosters. For dogs the vac-
cines are distemper, parvo, parain-
fluenza and hepatitis. Cats receive
FVRCT. We are also offering ra-
bies vaccinations to both cats and
dogs.

“For a small fee, people can
have their pets microchipped. Of-
ten when animals come into the

Clinic provides vaccinations, educates pet owners
shelter, we can tell that they are
owned by someone, but they have
no tags and no microchip. Some-
times these animals are
euthanized, because we have no
way of locating the owners.
Microchipped pets can be returned
to their owners quickly.

“We tried to target an area
where people are less likely to take
their animals to a vet. Some people
just don’t have the resources to take
their pets to the vet. We are giving
everyone a list of Irving area vets,

so they can follow up with their
pet care,” she said.

As of last December, Ms.
Cobb-Sinnie became the City’s
first veterinarian.

“I walked into a clean slate. It
can be difficult to build from the
ground up. But I can kind of tailor
the operations to the way I want
them. I am not coming into a po-
sition that has already been created
to meet someone else’s wants or
needs. I am excited because I am
like a trailblazer,” she said.

tickets and some extra. We served
everything. There was nothing
left,” Ms. Phillips said.

“The benefit was a huge suc-
cess. Everyone pitched in. It was a
great memorial for Evelyn. Every-

body loved her and that was shown
through the benefit.

Evelyn was a loving, wonder-
ful, warm hearted, fast talking
woman. She was hardworking. She
loved her job, her family and her
friends,” she said.

Continued from page 1
PPPPPatrons paatrons paatrons paatrons paatrons pay tribute to fast talking wy tribute to fast talking wy tribute to fast talking wy tribute to fast talking wy tribute to fast talking womanomanomanomanoman

Sassy is ready to go home as Animal Control Officer Jim Owens
and Senior Office Shelter Supervisor, Lisa Baker, inject her with
vaccine.
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Monday, November 12, 2007     Cirque Viola!
Cirque Voila! What is it?! They are circus performers dedicated to
excellence, comedy and amazement of doing the impossible right
there there in your lap, in a live theatre.
“We make audiences laugh, cry, and
drop their jaws with the acts we
present. You’ll stare in utter disbelief at
the contortion, juggling and acrobatics,
and the aerial performances.”  Cirque
Viola! brings extraordinary people doing
amazing things. They are just pure
circus, delivered straight to you,
wrapped up in a comedy confection,
don’t miss it!

Friday, January 18, 2008     Brittnee Lee
Brittnee Lee’s voice has grabbed the attention of audiences of all
ages!  While singing on Johnnie High’s Country Music Review, (The
Grand Ole Opry of Texas),Johnnie announced “Some people say
there is an IT factor. Well, this girl has got IT!”
Thursday, April 3, 2008     Presidio Brass
The Presidio Brass presents live musical programs in an engaging
way through a varied repertoire leading to the development of close
ties with our audiences. “The Presidio Brass needs to be heard
to be believed. These folks know what they’re doing”- John Lorge,
Composer, Principal Horn, San Diego Symphony
Wednesday, May 14, 2008     On Broadway
A sparkling revue of show-stopping moments from the Broadway
stage. Dazzling choreography, dynamic music arrangements and
a virtual parade of costumes fill the “Grand Staircase” which is
the centerpiece of their colorful stage.

SEASON TICKETS
Premium $75 (rows F,G,H,J)
Preferred $65 (all other seats)
Students $40 (preferred section)
Family Plan/Grandparent plan $140 (preferred section)
(includes up to 4 grandchildren)
Individual Concert Tickets $30 each

www.entertainmentseries.com
Information  972-252-3838        Tickets  972-252-ARTS

All concerts presented at the
Irving Arts Center Carpenter Hall at 7:30pm

3333 N. MacArthur Boulevard

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES OF IRVING
LIMITED OFFER

$5.00 Off Single Concert Tickets
$10.00 Off Season Concert Tickets

With this coupon

November 10    The Power of
Women to Transform Their
World - The Irving International
Women’s Consortium Event “The
Power of Women to Transform

Their World” in the Northlake
College Library at 9:30 a.m. Cost
is $15. Register at
Monica@IIWC.net

November 10    Home Chemical
Collection Day - Home Chemical
Collection Day from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Irving Mall, on the north-
west corner behind Dillard’s. Ac-
ceptable items include pool and
yard chemicals, craft/hobby sup-
plies, batteries, automotive fluids,
oil filters, paint and home repair
products, household cleaners and
fluorescent light bulbs. Unaccept-
able items include tires, business
or medical wastes, containers
larger than five gallons, explo-
sives, common recyclables, and
smoke detectors or other radioac-
tive materials. The free event is for
Irving residents, but a current
driver’s license and utility bill
must be provided. For more infor-
mation, call Solid Waste Services
at 972-721-8059.
 
November 10    Storytelling
Around the World - The North-
west Branch Library, 2928 N. Belt
Line Road, will present
Storytelling Around the World at
2 p.m. This free program will fea-
ture Native-American storytelling
with Dorayne Breedlove, which is
part of the library’s series to bring
tales from different cultures to Irv-
ing. The series is made possible by
a grant from Texas Reads, a pro-
gram administered by the Texas
State Library and Archives Com-
mission to promote reading and
literacy within local communities.
A guardian must accompany chil-
dren younger than eight. For more
information, call 972-721-2691.
 
November 10    KidsNotes - The
Irving Public Library has teamed
up with the Las Colinas Symphony
Orchestra to present KidsNotes at
2 p.m. The program offers young
children the opportunity to hear,
see, touch and explore different
aspects of classical music and the
orchestra. Kids can learn about the
orchestra while getting hands-on
experience through an “Instrument
Petting Zoo.” KidsNotes also in-
cludes a storytime, games and ac-
tivities all designed to help kids
relate to the symphony orchestra
experience. Call 972-721-4669.

November 10    Build a Sound
Marital House - Build a Sound
Marital House presented by Toni
Borowczak, M.Ed., LPCI, at 7:00-

9:00 p.m. in the Gonzales Room/
Family Life Center, Holy Family
Church, 2323 Cheyenne Street,
Irving. Every marriage has its up
and downs. You can learn practi-
cal tips and techniques that will
help you understand and make the
most of your relationship. Join us
as we explore ways to: avoid criti-
cism, contempt, stonewalling, and
defensiveness; nurture your admi-
ration for one another; create a
marriage that will be a joy-filled
journey. Call 972-252-5521 for
more information.

November 10    Love at First
Sight - Presented by Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra in the Carpenter
Performance Hall at the Irving Arts
Center at 8 p.m. This special per-
formance will feature special guest
violinist Mariusz Patyra, first prize
winner at the 2001 Nicolo
Paganini International violin com-
petition in Italy. Shostakovich’s
Symphony No. 5 will also be per-
formed.

November 10    Rick Price and
Blackwood Legacy - The Nash-
ville-based “Blackwood Legacy”
gospel group, featuring former
Blackwood Brothers Quartet lead
singer, Rick Price, will be perform-
ing at 10:45 am at the
Meadowbrook Baptist Church in
Irving. Admission is free and a
love offering will be received. Price
has gathered some of the most tal-
ented and sought-after gospel sing-
ers on the scene today to create a
unique Blackwood Brothers trib-
ute concert that blends the best of
the old favorites with newer South-
ern Gospel favorites and original
hits. The Meadowbrook Baptist
Church is located at 1705 N Irv-
ing Heights Road. For more infor-
mation on this event call 866-855-
1036.

November 10    Veteran’s Day
Celebration - Porter’s Army &
Navy at 600 E. Irving Boulevard
will once again host its annual
“Help Our Wounded Warriors” cel-
ebration 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
There will be food and entertain-
ment. The community is requested
to bring small size toiletries that
will be donated to the Ft. Hood
Hospital for soldiers wounded in
battle. For more information, go to

www.helpourwounded.com, or call
Cindy at 972-579-1155.

November 10 - 11    Mid-Cities
Stamp Expo - The 20th annual ex-
hibition of the Mid-Cities Stamp
Club of Arlington and Irving will
be held in the Grapevine Conven-
tion Center, 1209 South Main
Street, Grapevine, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Parking and admission are
free. There will be 60 frames of
competitive exhibits, and a three-
judge panel accredited by the
American Philatelic Society will
grade each exhibit on its merits.
These exhibits are anticipated to
generate a high degree of interest
among the viewers.

November 10 – 11    ICT
MainStage Auditions - ICT
MainStage is holding auditions for
Shakespeare for the Modern Man
- Lesson 1: Macbeth by Scott  A.
Eckert. By simultaneously present-
ing both a traditional staging of the
play and a modern interpretation,
“Lesson 1: Macbeth” allows the
audience to hear the text in
Shakespeare’s terms, and under-
stand it on their own. A witty and
enlightening comedy - Leon Rabin
Award winner for Best New Play.

Two productions, two casts,
one stage. “Lesson 1: Macbeth”
Auditions at ICT Studio, 2333
Rochelle, Irving both days from 1
– 4 p.m. Call for appointment 972-
594-6104. Auditions can be a
Shakespeare monologue or cold
readings from the script. Perfor-
mance dates Jan. 18 – Feb. 2, 2008.

November 11    Salute to America
- The Irving Silvertones are to
present a Salute to America, hon-
oring all past and present military
personnel by singing a variety of
patriotic music. Please join us at
Oakview Baptist Church at 1004
S. Story Road at 3:00 p.m.

November 11    Anime Club -
Teenage fans of anime and manga
are invited to join in a conversa-
tion about the latest trends in the
Japanese-born art form in the Cen-
tral Library at 2:00 p.m. The pro-
gram includes an anime screening.
Call 972-721-3503.

November 12    Dedication of
Northgate Pump Station - Resi-
dents are invited to celebrate the
opening of the city’s Northgate
Pump Station, located at 1100 E.
Northgate Drive, with a dedication
ceremony at 9 a.m. The new sta-
tion will provide water to east and
south Irving customers. Elected
officials, city staff and representa-
tives from Archer Western Con-
tractors Ltd. and Alan Plummer
Associates Inc. will be on hand to
celebrate the occasion. For more
information, call Public Works/
Water Utilities at 972-721-2281.

November 12    Annual Golf
Tournament  - The Rotary Club
of Irving, the oldest and largest
club in Irving, will host its annual
Ben Brown Memorial Golf Tour-
nament at the Las Colinas Coun-
try Club (4400 N. O’Connor Blvd.,
Irving). The annual event is the
primary fundraiser for the club’s
scholarship program, which annu-
ally awards $1,000 scholarships to
exemplary graduating seniors at
each of Irving’s four high schools.
The cost is $150 per person, or
$500 for a foursome, and includes

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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November 12    Meeting Notice -
The Beta Eta Master Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi will hold their
meeting at the home of Wanda
Pomroy at 7:30 p.m. The Chapter
has voted to make donations of
$100 to Irving Cares and $50 to
Guide Dogs of Texas project. For
more information, call 972-254-
1062.

November 13    Irving Downtown
Association - The Irving Down-
town Association will host David

green fees, range balls, a box
lunch, soft drinks and snacks. To
register, or for more information,
call 972-790-5963.
 
November 12    Fall Fashion Style
Show - Irving Garden & Arts
Building, 906 Senter Street, at
10:00 a.m. Fall Fashion Style
Show by Cindy Alleman of Chap-
ter Two. For Information, call 972-
986-7825.

quisition financing. The winner will be announced Dec.
6. All of the deals were closed between July 1, 2006
and June 30, 2007. Last year’s winner was Irving-based
Michael’s Stores.
 

PHIL BAKER A FINALIST
Phil Baker, owner of Irving-based Magellan Commer-
cial Real Estate, has been named a finalist for the 2007
Stemmons Service Award. The winner will be announced
on Nov. 9.
 

ABEDI HONORED
Abid Abedi, founder and chairman of Adea Inc of Irving
has received the Pride of India Gold Award from the
Non-Resident Institute in Washington DC. Winners are

The Irving Business Institute will host Tom Trotter,
senior operations executive for IBM, to introduce
the Small Business Toolkit, a free on-line toolkit to
help small businesses succeed. Thanks to Irving-
resident Trotter, Irving will be one of the first cities
in the United States to have access to the Toolkit,
which was developed by IBM and the International
Finance Corporation. The Toolkit includes business
forms, free software for building a website, online
forums, articles from experts in business develop-
ment and other resources to help our local businesses
succeed. The presentation will be Nov. 13, 6:30 p.m.
at the Irving Central Library, 801 W. Irving Boule-
vard. The seminar is free.
 

MARGIN TAX SEMINAR
The State Comptroller’s office will host a free semi-
nar in Arlington on Nov. 13 to introduce taxpayers
to the revised Texas franchise tax and help them
learn how to calculate the tax. The seminars will
benefit current franchise taxpayers and the approxi-
mately 200,000 new entities that will file franchise
tax reports (“margin tax”) for the first time, begin-
ning with reports due on or after Jan. 1, 2008. Three
hours of CPE and CLE credit are available for each
presentation. To reserve a seat, contact the Arling-
ton Chamber of Commerce at 817-543-4301 or e-
mail lgriffin@arlingtontx.com. The seminar is from
8:30 a.m. until noon in the Bob Duncan Center, 2800
S. Center Street.
 

DEVRY UNIVERSITY CAREER FAIR
DeVry University will hold its Network Connec-
tion Career Fair on Dec. 12, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at its
Irving Campus. To participate in the Career Fair,
please contact Terrence Hood at 972-929-9358. The
focus of the Fair will be DeVry’s February 2008
graduates, alumni and Keller Graduate School.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:

DIAMOND INVESTORS
City of Irving
Las Colinas Marketing Alliance

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Flowserve Corporation
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau
TIAA Realty, Inc./Cousins

Properties Services

BRONZE INVESTORS
Archon Group
AT&T
Crow Holdings/Apollo R. E.
EF Johnson, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers
James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC
Koll Development Company
Office Resource Group
Prediction Analytics
PS Business Parks
Reliant Energy
San Jacinto Public Affairs
Staffelbach Design Associates
Verification Compliance Associates

GOLD INVESTORS
Aviall, Inc.
Carrington Laboratories
Coldwell Banker
RIM

SILVER INVESTORS
Allstate Insurance
Atmos Energy
Classic Fare Catering
Comerica Bank
Friedel Photographic
Granite Properties
Medco Health Solutions
Quantum Custom Homes
The Staubach Company
Oncor Electric Delivery

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

SOUTH KOREAN OFFICIAL
VISITS LAS COLINAS

Moon-Soo Kim, Governor of Gyeonggi Province of
South Korea was presented an overview of Las
Colinas and encouraged to explore opportunities for
businesses in his country to develop relationships
with businesses in Irving. He had heard of the suc-
cess of Las Colinas and wanted to understand what
made Las Colinas so successful in a relatively short
time.
 

AVAIL MEDICAL PRODUCTS
TO BENT BRANCH

Avail Medical Products leased 29,126 sq ft of in-
dustrial space at 770 Bent Branch Drive in Irving.
Avail is one of the world’s largest outsource pro-
viders of sterile, single-use medical products.
 

IRVING MALL ONE
OF LARGEST IN METROPLEX

In a ranking of the Metroplex’s largest shopping
centers and malls by the Dallas Business Journal,
the Irving Mall is ranked 14th largest in the
Metroplex. The ranking is based upon leaseable
space.
 

BAYLOR MEDICAL CNO ATTENDS
WHARTON BUSINESS COURSE

Gary Hamrick, Baylor Medical Center at Irving’s
Chief Nursing Officer, completed the Johnson &
Johnson Wharton Fellows Program in Management
for Nurse Executives. This was a three-week inten-
sive course that included discussions on financial
planning and team management. The program only
accepts 40 students per year.
 

TWO IRVING-BASED
COMPANIES FINALISTS

Two Irving-based companies, ACE Cash Express
and Cheddar’s Casual Café, are finalists for the
Dallas Business Journal’s Merger and Acquisition
Awards. ACE is a finalist for its buyout by manage-
ment and JLL Partners; and Cheddars for the ac-

recognized for their contribution to their cities and pro-
fessions.
 

ASHFORD NAMED DELEGATE
Irvin Ashford, vice president of public affairs and man-
ager of the statewide Community Reinvestment Act pro-
gram for Comerica Bank’s Texas market, including Irv-
ing, has been named a delegate to the 2007 class of the
British-American Project. The Project meets annually in
alternating countries to debate issues of importance to
both countries.
 

IRVING ISD AP SCHOLARS
Ninety-three students from all four Irving ISD high
schools (Irving, Nimitz, MacArthur and the Academy)
earned the designation of AP Scholars from the College
Board for exceptional achievement on the Advanced
Placement exams taken in May 2007.
 

SMALL BUSINESS TOOLKIT

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Leininger, Managing Director of
Development Services for Irving as
guest speaker. Mr. Leininger will
speak on the current and future sta-
tus of the McDougal Project. Doors
will open at 6:30 and the meeting
will begin at 7:00 P.M. The Irving
Downtown Association meets
monthly at the Community Build-
ing located at 135 South Jefferson

in the Heritage District. All are
welcome.

November 16    Art Display -
Watercolor paintings by artist
Ingrid Scobie will be on display
Nov. 16-Jan. 4 at the Irving Cen-
tral Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.
Scobie, a member and former ex-

ecutive director of the Visual Arts
Society of Texas, combines classic
composition with vibrant colors to
create art that is both fresh and
timeless. She has taught work-
shops on watercolor painting and
continues to participate in a vari-
ety of art exhibitions. For more
information, call 972-721-2606.
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MOMENTS IN TIME
gest, is born in St. Paul, Minn.
Wallace began in 1922 with a press
run of 1,500 copies. By the end of
the 20th century, Reader’s Digest
had the largest circulation of any
publication in the world.

On Nov. 8, 1900, Margaret
Mitchell, author of “Gone With the
Wind,” is born in Atlanta. Her tale
of Scarlett O’Hara sold 1 million
copies in its first six months in
print, 8 million by the time
Mitchell died in 1949, and at least
25 million more to date.

On Nov. 7, 1940, the Tacoma
Narrows Bridge in Washington
state, the third-longest suspension
bridge in the world, suffers a spec-
tacular collapse. Most experts
agree the collapse was related to

resonance, a phenomenon that also
comes into play when a soprano
shatters a glass with her voice.

On Nov. 9, 1970, in a 6-3 vote,
the Supreme Court refuses to hear
a challenge by the state of Massa-
chusetts regarding the constitu-
tionality of the Vietnam War. Mas-
sachusetts wanted to bring a suit
in federal court that would allow
state residents to refuse military
service in an undeclared war.

On Nov. 13, 1982, the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, the long-
awaited V-shaped black-granite
wall inscribed with the names of
the 57,939 Americans who died in
the Vietnam War, is dedicated in
Washington. It soon became one
of the most visited memorials in
the nation’s capital.

The History Channel
On Nov. 10, 1775, the Conti-

nental Congress passes a resolu-
tion that creates the Continental
Marines. The date is now observed
as the birth date of the United
States Marine Corps.

On Nov. 11, 1831, Nat Turner,
the leader of a bloody slave revolt
in Southampton County, Virginia,
is hanged. Turner, a slave and edu-
cated minister, initiated a slave
uprising in which 60 whites were
killed during a two-day rampage.
Turner’s rebellion led to a new
wave of oppressive legislation pro-
hibiting the movement, assembly
and education of slaves.

On Nov. 12, 1889, DeWitt
Wallace, founder of Reader’s Di-

that is the key word,” John
Cabrales, Jr., City of Denton’s pub-
lic information and intergovern-
mental relations officer, said. “We
have a simulated exercise in which
a large aircraft has crashed into
Texas Stadium during a Cowboys
football game. You can imagine the
amount of chaos and the number
of casualties that would create.

“Immediately the City of Irv-
ing and Dallas County are going
to be overwhelmed. Their re-
sources are going to be taxed to the
limit. So they will call in help from
surrounding Metroplex communi-
ties. That is fine and dandy except
that each city has different radio
equipment and different ways of
communicating. In order for them
to be effective, they have to com-
municate. And in order to commu-
nicate, they must be able to talk to
one another using the equipment
they have.

“Several of these mobile com-
mand vehicles have equipment
that allows different radio frequen-
cies to communicate with one an-
other. The equipment even has the
ability to allow someone to patch
in from a cellular phone or

landline. So theoretically, you
could be sitting in the City of Dal-
las’ emergency operations center
talking on a landline to someone
from Frisco who is on a mobile
phone and to the City of Irving
Police Chief who is on a radio. You
will all be able to communicate as
long as you are going through one
of these mobile command vehicles
with that capability.”

Through the day’s activities,
equipment and protocols were
tested to determine if various agen-
cies could communicate effectively
during a crisis.

“We want confirm that we
have the ability to communicate
with all of the various entities out
here. There are agencies out here
that have old equipment and oth-
ers that have cutting edge technol-
ogy. So we want to make sure those
agencies can communicate. If not,
we will try and find out why. Is
there an equipment issue or a train-
ing issue? Once we know what the
issue is we can correct it.

“Today’s exercise is funded
through the Texas Environmental
Extension Service (TEES), which
is based out of Texas A&M. They

fund this through grants they get
from the State of Texas to make
sure that the equipment that has
been purchased with state or fed-
eral funds is doing what it is sup-
posed to do,” Mr. Cabrales said.

Patrick McMacken, the City of
Irving’s Emergency Management
Coordinator, participated in man-
aging the day’s exercise.

“We don’t have any victims.
We don’t have any fire trucks.
About 35 agencies are involved
today,” Mr. McMacken said. “The
primary function of this exercise
is to test the interoperable commu-
nications capabilities of the north-
central Texas region.

“We have here millions of dol-
lars worth of high tech equipment.
We are testing all of our public
safety radios to work and
interoperate with each other dur-
ing a major disaster. The venue is
Texas Stadium, because it is a good
venue, it is big and it is all encom-
passing. It also has the scenario
where you could have quite a few
casualties, which would cause us
to come together like this.

“Through this exercise, we are
going to learn where our problems
are. We are not looking for mis-
takes; that is not the issue. We are
looking for technical issues, so we
can correct them,” he said.

By Jason Alderman
America’s once red-hot hous-

ing market has cooled off consid-
erably. Prices are down, unsold
housing inventory is up and mort-
gage lenders have tightened credit
standards.

What’s worse, many borrow-
ers who opted for adjustable rate
mortgages (ARMs) are in for a big
shock when millions of ARMs “ad-
just” to new, higher interest rates
in the next few years. In a stron-
ger market, these borrowers could
simply refinance, using built-up
home equity to qualify for lower,
fixed-rate mortgages. Unfortu-
nately, many now find themselves
“upside down,” owing more than
their home’s current value.

If you’re in this situation, here
are a few steps to consider before
falling behind in your payments:

Carefully read your loan docu-
ments for terms that can make your
interest rate rise or fall, such as:

When initial rate period ends,
and when your rate is likely to start
going up
Periodic rate cap (the most your
interest rate can increase or de-
crease whenever your rate is read-
justed - often annually)
Lifetime rate cap (the highest
possible rate during your loan’s
life)
Index your rate is tied to (some
indexes are more volatile, moving
up and down more quickly)
If a balloon payment is ever owed
Prepayment penalties, in case
you’re able to refinance

Rein in spending. Your
monthly payment could suddenly
go up hundreds of dollars, so if
you’re already struggling, cut ex-
penses now. If you don’t already
have a budget, create one. Practi-
cal Money Skills for Life, a free
personal financial management
site sponsored by Visa USA, has
numerous budgeting tools
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com/
budgeting).

Refinance to a fixed-rate mort-
gage, if possible. Well before your
ARM readjusts, talk to your cur-

rent lender and also shop around.
With thousands of borrowers de-
faulting, lenders are more likely to
negotiate if it means you’ll stay a
solvent, paying customer.

If you’re in danger of missing
payments or already have, contact
your lender immediately and re-
spond to all inquiries from them.
It’s better to work out a solution
together than to let your options
expire. Alternatives might include:
Repayment plan. Talk to the loss
mitigations department about how
you might catch up. They’ll likely
want at least partial payment ini-
tially and your agreement to pay
on time thereafter.
Forbearance. Lenders sometimes
allow suspended payments for a

few months, especially for disas-
ter victims, or after job loss or fam-
ily emergency. After the forbear-
ance period ends, expect to pay
extra each month until caught up.
Loan modification. Where a lender
agrees to modify loan terms with
few or no fees. They might reduce
the interest rate, convert to a fixed-
rate mortgage, or possibly tack
missed payments onto the end of
the loan.
Short sale. Sometimes lenders al-
low owners to sell their homes for
less than owed and write off the
difference. The owner walks away
with nothing except severely dam-
aged credit.
Foreclosure. The lender takes pos-
session of your home, you are

evicted and your credit is severely
damaged for at least seven years.
Avoid foreclosure at all costs. The
Federal Housing Administration
offers comprehensive advice on
avoiding foreclosure, including
links to local housing counseling
services, at www.fha.gov/foreclo-
sure/index.cfm.

Talk to an attorney, financial
advisor or housing counseling
agency before taking any action
and never make a payment to any-
one other than your lender. Sadly,
there are people who will take ad-
vantage of your bad circumstances.

Nobody wants you to lose your
home, but you must take the ini-
tiative to find a solution before it’s
too late.
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The University of Dallas (UD)
presented four alumni with the
Distinguished Alumni Award on
Oct. 27. Dr. Larry Allums, Dr. John
Donnelly, Emmet T. Flood and
Michael Wyatt were named the

2007 recipients as part of the
University’s annual Reunion
Weekend. The new recipients join
33 other UD alumni honored with
the award since 1992.

Dr. Larry Allums is executive

 director of the Dallas Institute of
Humanities and Culture. He
earned his master’s degree in lit-
erature in 1976 from the Univer-
sity of Dallas and his Ph.D. in lit-
erature and political philosophy in

1978 from the University of Dal-
las Institute of Philosophic Stud-
ies.

Dr. John Donnelly is associ-
ate professor in the Department of
Family Medicine and associate

professor in the Department of
Community Health at Wright State
University School of Medicine. He
received his bachelor’s degree in
biology at the University of Dallas
in 1981, and his M.D. from The
University of Texas - Houston
Medical School in 1985.

The Honorable Emmet T.
Flood is the deputy assistant and
special counsel to President George
W. Bush. He received his
bachelor’s degree in philosophy in
1978 from the University of Dal-
las, and his master’s and Ph.D.
degrees in philosophy from the
University of Texas at Austin in
1981 and 1986 respectively.

Michael Wyatt is executive di-
rector of the Transaction Services
Group at Cushman & Wakefield of
Texas Inc. He received his
bachelor’s degree from Washing-
ton & Lee University and his MBA
from the University of Dallas.

Additional information about
the award recipients can be found
at: www.udallas.edu.

University of  Dallas presents Alumni Awards
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Scenario finds communications problems



Contact us at 214-675-6493 if your business would like
to sponsor the games section of the Irving Rambler.
Almost everyone likes to play games giving advertisers
a captive and entertained audience. We are considering
a variety games and puzzles. Sponsoring this section
would guarantee you could play your favorite game
every week.

SPONSORS WANTED
Answers for 10-25-2007Answers for 10-25-2007 Answers for 10-25-2007

Magic maze Sudoku Super Crossword
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

“The Newspaper Irving Reads”www.irvingrambler.com  November 08, 2007

Chapel of Roses
Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism & Crouch
Families

Directors:
Harrell Chism
Charlotte Chism Waldrum

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation & Military Services

EVELYN
RUTH SEGREST

Evelyn
Ruth Segrest,
63, passed away
on November
03, 2007 in Ft.
Worth, TX.

S h e
was born on
July 11, 1944 in

Lamb Co., TX to Reginald “Rex”
and Anna Jaquess. She was a wait-
ress at Joe’s Coffee Shop for the
past 11 years and affiliated with the
Baptist Church. 

She was preceded in death by
her parents and two brothers,
Willis Jaquess and Kenny
Jaquess. She is survived by two sis-
ters, Glenda Freeman and hus-
band, Bill of Houston, and Doris
Jernigan of Midland, four broth-
ers, Cecil Jaquess and wife, Kathy
of Pittsburg, TX, Donnie Jaquess
and wife, Barbara of Arlington,
Tim Jaquess and wife, Linda of Ar-
lington, and Auborn Jaquess and
wife, Gerita of Ada, OK and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, cousins and
a host of friends.

A Memorial Service will be
held on Nov. 24 at 4:00 p.m. at
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home. 

HILDA CARTER
H i l d a

Carter, age 77,
a resident of
Irving for 17
years, passed
away Novem-
ber 1, 2007 at
her home.

Born July 25, 1930 in
Waycross, GA, she was an avid
world traveler.

Preceded in death by her son,
Michael Carter, Hilda is survived
by her husband of 59 years, Ben
Carter; son, Pat Carter and wife
Terry Ann of Arizona; and daugh-
ter-in-law, Salma Carter.

Visitation was Monday at the

funeral home. Service was Nov. 6
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Irving, where she was a mem-
ber. Pastor Michael McFarland of-
ficiating. Interment to follow at
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.

ROBERT
MATTHEW MORGAN
Robert Matthew Morgan, a

lifelong resident of Irving was born
June 13, 1969 and passed away
November 4, 2007.

Robert is survived by his par-
ents, Glen and Linda Morgan;
brother, Michael Morgan; sister-
in-law, Linda Bishop; sister, Stacy
Moreau and her husband Doug. He
is also survived by his grand-
mother, Mildred Morgan of Sour
Lake, TX and numerous aunts,
uncles, cousins and many life long
friends.

A memorial service for Rob-
ert was held Nov. 8 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Memorials to Robert can be made
to the American Lung Association.

BILLY GUY
CLEMENT

B i l l y
Guy Clement of
Irving passed
away October
30, 2007.

He was
born on Oct. 3,
1923 in Valley

View, TX. He was a member of St.
Stephen’s Presbyterian Church in
Irving past member of the Masonic
Lodge and member of The Irving
Rotary Club.

He is survived by wife Shirley
Clement of Irving; son David
Clement and wife Chris of Frisco;
son Kevin Montgomery and wife
Kerry of Burleson; daughter Karen
and husband Gerald Farris of Irv-
ing; brother John D. Clement of
Lewisville; sister Mildred Read of
Bedford and 3 grandchildren.

The family received friends

Friday evening at Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home. Funeral ser-
vices were held Nov. 3 at St.
Stephens Presbyterian Church
with interment at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens.

JO ANN DORRIES
Jo Ann Dorries, age 78, of Irv-

ing passed away on October 31,
2007.

She was born on Oct. 14, 1929
in Dennison, TX to John Robert
and Edna (Butcher) Dorries. Joan
married Carl Dorries on July 7,
1945 in Oklahoma, he preceded
her in death on May 25, 2007. She
made a career with Texas Instru-
ments and was an executive secre-
tary when she retired. Joan loved
her family and friends and adored
her only grandson Joshua.

She is also preceded in death
by a son Carl Dorries Jr. who died
serving his country during the
Vietnam War.

Survivors include, son, Rev.
Joe P. Dorries and wife Cynthia;
sister-in-law, Patricia Blair; grand-
son, Joshua Dorries.

A graveside service was held
on Monday at Fairview Cemetery
in Dennison. Arrangements by
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

DR. KENNETH
G. DUBOIS

K e n -
neth Guinn
DuBois went to
claim his re-
ward as a good
and faithful ser-
vant on Novem-
ber 1, 2007.

From the time that he was
born on Feb. 19, 1930 at Petrolia,
TX, Kenneth was known by many
names. He was known as “Doodle”
to those people who knew him
when he attended and graduated
from Petrolia High School. He was
known as Ken or Kenneth by his
wife, Mary Lou and to those who
knew him when he attended and
graduated from North Texas State
College (now University of North
Texas) with B.A. and M.S. de-
grees. He met Mary Lou when they
were in the 8th grade. They shared
a marriage of 57 years.

During the 2 years he was in
the U.S. Army, stationed at Ft. Sam
Houston, in the Surgical Research
Unit, he was addressed as Pvt. and
Cpl. DuBois. He was known as Dr.
DuBois to his colleagues and pa-
tients when he established a medi-
cal practice in Irving in Family
Medicine after having graduated
from University of Texas South-
western Medical School in 1961.
He was originally in a solo prac-
tice but in 1970 he joined with the
Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irv-
ing where he remained until his re-
tirement in 1995.

He was known as “Dad” or
“Pop” to his children: Kenneth G.
DuBois, II and wife, Connie;
David S. DuBois and his wife,
Donna; and Yvonne R. Hill and her
husband, Beaux. He was known as
“Roro” to his grandchildren: Matt
DuBois, Trey DuBois, Cassie
DuBois, Brandon DuBois, Chase
Townley, Taylor Townley.

And most affectionately, he
was known as “Doc” to his church
family and various other friends.

He was a member of Irving North
Christian Church for over 40
years. Over the years he had served
in every official and unofficial ca-
pacity (except as minister), from
dishwasher to Chairman of the
Board. But by whatever name he
was known, he was admired, re-
spected and loved by all.

He is predeceased by his
brother, Floyd J. (“Doodle”)
DuBois; his father, Floyd E.
(“Doodle”) DuBois; and his
mother, Mamie C. DuBois.

Visitation was Nov. 4 at the
funeral home. Services were at Irv-
ing North Christian Church on
Nov. 5. Interment was at Dallas-
Fort Worth National Cemetery,
Lane A. In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that memorial gifts be
made to Irving North Christian
Church or charity of your choice.
Pallbearers are his grandchildren
and nephew, Mike DuBois.

JIM O’CANAS
Jim O’Canas, age 41, a resi-

dent of Euless formerly of Mes-
quite, died October 29, 2007 at
home.

Born Dec. 5, 1965 in Tulia,
TX to Foster O’Canas and Connie
Davila O’Canas, he married
Jeanette Lopez on Feb. 13, 2006
in Mesquite.

Preceded in death by his fa-
ther in 2004, he is survived by his
wife, Jeanette; daughters, Sylvia
O’Canas of Amarillo, Katarina
O’Canas of Garland, Arianna
O’Canas and Sarah Hannah
O’Canas, both of Sinton; mother,
Connie O’Canas of Euless; sisters,
Lupe Gonzalez of Ennis, Molly
Longoria of Dallas, Janie
Carabajal of Irving, Melissa

Castillo of Euless and Julie Cantu
of Mesquite; brother, Foster
O’Canas, Jr. of Irving.

Visitation was Thursday at the
funeral home. Rosary was Nov. 2
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel. Mass of Christian
Burial was held Nov. 3 at Holy
Family of Nazareth Catholic
Church with Rev. Msgr. Jerome
Duesman as presider. Interment
followed at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving.

ESTELLE LOYD
CHAMBERLAIN

    Estelle’s
c o u r a g e o u s
battle against
vascular de-
mentia ended
on November 2,
2007. She
passed very

peacefully at home with all her
family surrounding her.

Born on March 10, 1928
Estelle grew up in Oak Cliff/Dal-
las where she was a graduate of
Sunset High School. She attended
the University of Arkansas where
she was a member of the Tri-Delta
Sorority House. An accomplished
dancer, Estelle once won a jitter-
bug contest sponsored by Life
Magazine.

Estelle has been involved in
numerous charity organizations in-
cluding delivering meals-on-
wheels for the VNA, raising money
for domestic violence shelters and
hearing dog companions program,
and volunteering for multiple
events in the aid of diverse groups
of people in need.

She was actively involved
with the Irving Junior Chamber of



ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
House for Rent:

3 bedroom house, fenced yard, MacArthur/
Rochelle area 1105 Fairfield St. Call 972-293-
9768

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx
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HELP WANTED
Experienced Food Service Workers

Grill/Prep/Utility/Cashiers
Monday-Friday Great Wages/Great Benefits/EEO

Call 972-653-5777 mornings ...
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM only

Leave message telling of your experience

606 West Airport Freeway – Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

Serving Irving  families since 1963

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

Allison’s Clubhouse
(Daycare)

is now hiring full and part
time caregivers and pre-
school teachers. We offer

competitive pay, employee
perks and a warm, family

atmosphere.
Please call today for more

information.
972-258-1800

Now Hiring
Pickers, packers, material han-
dlers, cleaners, forklift opera-
tors, general warehouse, entry
level clerical, technical repair,
and data entry.  Pay starting at
$7.00 depending on position,
shift and location.  To apply
please contact Regal Staffing
at (972)870-5304 to schedule
an appointment.  EOE/Legal
work status required.

UCP of Metro Dallas
DIRECT CARE
ATTENDANT

NEEDED in IRVING AREA.

Direct personal assistance w/daily
activities in client’s home (groom-

ing, hygiene, & community).

Requires 1 yr exp working w/the
disabled & reliable transportation.

Hours: M-W-F; 10:30 am-1:30pm
Contact:  Teresa Wilson

214-247-4544

Commerce (Jaycees and Jaycee-
ettes/Jaycee Women), YMCA, Red
Cross, Boy Scouts of America, and
she was a certified member of the
National Association of Parliamen-
tarians. Estelle was honored with
lifetime memberships on the local,
state, and national levels with the
Irving Does/Elks Lodge of Irving
as well as with the Parents Teach-
ers Associations (PTA) of T.J. Lee
Elementary School, Travis Junior
High School, MacArthur High
School, Irving Association of
PTAs, the Texas State PTA, and US
National PTA.

Estelle was a talented seam-
stress/tailor, creating clothes from
simple buttoned-down shirts to
elaborate pearled and laced wed-
ding dresses. Estelle was an avid
game-player and was a member of
bunko, bingo, and bridge clubs.
Estelle was an all-around incred-
ibly kind woman whose heart was
always open to everyone. In a fi-
nal act of generosity and compas-
sion, the family has honored her
request to contribute to the South-
west Transplant Services.

Estelle is preceded in death by
her husband, Jacob Travis Cham-
berlain; brother, Burl Luke Loyd;
sister, Genevieve Loyd; father,
Luke Benhur Loyd; and mother,
Elsie Looney Loyd. Estelle is also
preceded in death by her many lov-
ing pet companions who knew her
as “Grandma”.

Estelle is dearly loved and sur-
vived by her daughter, Janet Sue
Chamberlain; son, Donald Travis
Chamberlain; daughter-in-law,
Janet Runnells Chamberlain;
daughter-in law Christine
McLuckie Chamberlain; her
grandchildren: Keith Phillip Ray
Chamberlain, Lora Anne Cham-
berlain, Amy Lynn Chamberlain,
Travis Loyd Chamberlain, Jessica
Lorraine McLuckie, Jason Lee
McLuckie; and many, many, many
friends.

If desired, memorials in her
name may be made to Visiting
Nurses Association (vnatexas.org)
Meals on Wheels program.

Visitation was Nov. 6 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
in Irving.

Services were held Nov. 7 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel followed by graveside ser-
vice at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens near downtown Irving.

SYLVIA SIMPSON
Sylvia

Simpson of
Flower Mound
passed away
October 29,
2007 in Dallas.

S h e
was born on Feb. 19, 1946 in
Vernon, TX. She worked for Irv-
ing Independent School District
and was a member of Irving Bible
Church.

She is survived by husband
Benny Simpson of Flower Mound;
son Shannon Simpson and wife

Alison of Ft. Worth; sisters Carol
Kilman of Irving; and Sherry
Fincher of Wichita Falls; sister-in-
law Barby Goodlett of Houston;
brother-in-law Scotty Simpson of
Wichita Falls; one grandchild,
Keller Simpson of Irving; nephews
Ryan Fincher of Wichita Falls; Jus-
tin Fincher of Lubbock; John
Mccallum of Arlington; nieces
Toni Campbell of Wichita Falls;
Amy Jeffcoat of Albany, Georgia;
and Leslie Latham of Oklahoma.

Memorial services were held
on Nov. 1 at Irving Bible Church
with Pastor Andy McQuitty offici-
ating.

WALTER PRICE
Walter Price, age 71, a resi-

dent of Arlington for 2 years, for-
merly of Houston, Irving and
Abilene died November 4, 2007 at
a Dallas hospital.

Born Oct. 2, 1936 in Putnam,
TX to Walter Marion Price, Sr. and
Pearl Wolfe Price, he married
Sandra June Cooper in 1991 in Irv-
ing. Walter was the owner of
Walter Price Bail Bond and a
member of Discover Church in Irv-
ing.

Preceded in death by daugh-
ter, Judith Price and four brothers,
Dee, Dale, Robert and Rodney, he
is survived by his wife, Sandra;
children, Walter ”Jasper” M. Price
of Abilene, Jeannie Stewart of Ar-
lington, Roxanne Lawton of Colo-
rado, Cpl. Walter M. Price, III of
Virginia, Shane L. Price of
Abilene; step-children, Charlie
Earp of Illinois, John Earp of
Florida and Traci Earp Issah of
Arlington; mothers of his children,
Vivian Price and Darlene; sisters,
Sherree McGrew of Abilene, Sonja
Guthrie of Eastland and Glenda
Link of NC; brothers, Homer Price
of Cleveland, TX and Jimmy Price
of Abilene; several grandchildren
and one great grandson.

Visitation was Tuesday at the
funeral home. Service was Nov. 7
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Zane Cau-
sey and Rev. Al Dawson officiat-
ing. Graveside service was Nov. 8
at Potosi Cemetery in Taylor
County, TX.

OLA MURRAY
Ola Murray, age 75, a resident

of Irving since 1965, died Novem-
ber 6, 2007 at Baylor Medical Cen-
ter at Irving.

Born Feb. 22, 1932 in San Au-
gustine County, TX to Alvin
Sowell and Vivian Goodman
Sowell, she married Herbert
Murray Oct. 2, 1948 in San Au-
gustine County. Ola was a cashier
at Irving ISD for 30 years and a
member of Northgate Missionary
Baptist Church in Irving.

Preceded in death by her
daughter, Linda Diane Hughes, she
is survived by her husband Herbert;
son, Mike Murray and wife Sandra
of Chandler; son, Steve Murray
and wife Vickie of Tomball; broth-
ers Lenard Sowell of Nacogdoches

and Raymond Sowell of Louisiana;
sister, Alva Todd of San August-
ine; six grandchildren; four great
grandchildren; and son-in-law,
Sam Hughes of Irving.

Visitation was Wednesday at
the funeral home. Service was Nov.
8 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel with Bro. Larry
Chalker officiating. Graveside ser-
vice followed at Sowell Cemetery
in San Augustine County.

FRANCES NATALIE
BARKER PLUME

2/17/25 - 11/01/07. Born in
Iago, TX, she
had a thirst for
knowledge and
an adventure-
some spirit. She
moved to Irving
in 1974 and op-
erated a local

household cleaning business and
a wood working business. In her
60’s, she joined the Peace Corps
and served in Jamaica, briefly in
Guatemala and Western
Samoa. She traveled to Paraguay,
Europe, Mali and Nepal. Upon re-
turning to Irving, she was
a volunteer with the Irving Public
Library. Frances was a character
and an epitome of a Texas woman. 

She is survived and missed by
her daughter, Catherine Plume.

Frances lived her life
well. Her favorite epitaph was “By
and large, I had a good time”...and
so she did.

OBITUARIES

123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567
123456789012345678901234567

The IrThe IrThe IrThe IrThe Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in

The Irving City Council
passed a new ordinance Nov. 1.
Effective immediately, the ordi-
nance prohibits pet owners from
keeping unattended dogs tied up.
Pet owners who maintain direct
physical control will be allowed to
tether their dogs.

This means the owner must be
outside with the dog and near
enough to exercise control over the
dog at all times in the event it
should become necessary to protect
an animal or human from harm.

“It’s not humane for a dog to
spend its life chained up,” Fred
Sanderson, Irving Animal Services
supervisor, said. “Dogs are natu-
rally social animals and need in-
teraction. Tethered dogs left unat-
tended become aggressive and ter-
ritorial and are more likely to at-
tack a person or animal.”

Research by agencies such as
the Humane Society of the United
States indicates that irresponsible
animal tethering can result in

physical abuse and cause aggres-
sive behavior or harm to others.
Good alternatives to tethering are
for pet owners to keep their dog in
a fenced yard or kennel run.

With the approval of this or-
dinance, Irving now holds the most
firm standards for pet owners in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. The
development of an informational
campaign has been initiated to
educate residents of the new ordi-
nance.

Fines for those who do not
adhere to the ordinance will not go
into effect until Jan. 1, 2008 as
long as abusive conditions do not
exist. Beginning Jan. 1, those in
violation of the ordinance, a Class
C misdemeanor, may receive fines
of $100 to $500 per animal, per
occurrence. The maximum fine
can cost up to $2,000.

For more information, call
Irving Animal Services at 972-
721-2256.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Provided by Monica Ellington
The Irving Firefighters’ Ball

hosted at the Four Seasons Resort
and Club on Oct. 28 is a signature
event of Irving. Only two years old,
the ball creates a unique atmo-
sphere in which investors, resi-
dents, public officials, children and
heroes all meet for one night un-
der a banner of respect and honor.

Born of the vision of Chris-
tina Gears and Mayor Herbert
Gears, the ball honors the men
whose lives are at stake every day
they show for work.

Dozens of sponsors answered
the sirens call and arrived to a
standing room only crowd the
night of the event. Through spon-
sorships and auction the Irving
Firefighters’ Ball raised over
$460,000 this year, benefiting the
Irving Fire Foundation Scholar-
ship Program.

Following dinner by Chef
Christof Syre, State Representative
Linda Harper-Brown introduced
the 2007 scholarship winners to
the crowd. The chosen students
excel in their studies as members
of the National Honor Society, step
up as leaders, and participate in
community service. A standing
ovation was given to the follow-
ing students:
Chandra Klassen daughter of
“Bob” Klassen who is studying at
El Centro College.
Jonathan Hall the son of Darrell
and Sandy Hall and a student at
the University of Texas.
Jared Hindman the son of Brian
and Beth Hindman who attends
classes at Texas A&M.

Texas A&M student Sarah
Spencer, the daughter of Scott and
Susan Spencer.
Kara Harris the daughter of Steve
and Tanya Erick who is attending

Newberry College in South Caro-
lina.
Stacy Spagnola the daughter of Jeff
and Kathy Spagnola who is attend-
ing the University of North Texas
and her sister Lisa Spagnola who
is a student at the Texas Woman’s
University. Jessica Curbo at Sam
Houston University and the daugh-
ter of Duane and Kathryn Curbo.
Thomas Keetch III the son of Tho-
mas “Bill” Keetch at Tarrant
County College.
And David “Nicolas” Morgan of
LeTorneau University and the son
of David and Jana Morgan.

The highlight of the evening,
however, was listening to the tales
of the men who serve the city of
Irving including:

Firefighter of the Year,
Firefighter David Jennings, for
embodying what it means to be a
firefighter.

Officer of the Year, Captain
Jerry Kirby, for 25 years on the Irv-
ing Fire Department.

Five Lifesaving Awards were
presented for acts of bravery to the
following firefighters:
Lieutenant Ken “Kruzer”

Kruszynski with Engine 2-C Shift.
Firefighter David Jennings with
Engine 5-A Shift.
Captain “Bobby” Willingham
Truck 2-A Shift.
Captain Kenneth Boozer Engine 5-
A Shift.
And Firefighter Josh Nicholes
Engine 5-A Shift.
In addition to their award, each
won a leather recliner for their Sta-
tion compliments of The Dump.

Captain Riddle and
Firefighter Lancaster with Engine
6 both won the Medal of Valor for
their pursuit to fight fire despite
injuries and received as a gift from
Southwest Airlines round trip tick-
ets for themselves and a guest.

Gene “Shakey” Holder pre-
sented an award to Captain Larry
Erwin of Truck 7 for lifelong ser-
vice to the citizens of Irving.

The Irving Firefighters’ Ball
committee thanks all those in-
volved from the sponsors, to our
volunteers, to the men of the Irv-
ing Fire Department whose char-
acter and pride in what they do
ignites within each of us a civic
pride and respect for them.
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Provided by Diana DuBois
NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Se-

ries driver Jamie McMurray ex-
tended his lead in the support for
children with learning differences
by generously contributing to the
Gladys Golman/Faye Dallen Edu-
cation Fund (GGFDEF).

A $5,000 check was presented
by McMurray at Texas Motor
Speedway on behalf of the Jamie
McMurray Foundation (JMF), to
Louis and Robin Zweig, co-
founders of the GGFDEF, and their
two children Lauren and David.
McMurray will also donate one of

his fire suits, which will be auc-
tioned off in support of the fund.

The Gladys Golman/Faye
Dallen Education Fund was cre-
ated by Louis, a Senior Vice Presi-
dent with Glazer’s Distributors,
and his wife Robin when they were
faced with the challenge that their
son David, who has Asperger’s
Syndrome, might not be able to
become a Bar Mitzvah. The
Zweig’s discovered that there was
a glaring need in Dallas to train
and educate the city’s religious-
school teachers to enable children
with learning differences to be suc-
cessful in their classrooms.

“The need in the Dallas com-
munity for religious-school teach-
ers to be trained and educated for
children with learning differences
was greater than I ever imagined,”
said Zweig. “We had to do more
than just contribute to our own
congregation. This is a citywide
issue that will only grow in scope
without securing the resources,
raising awareness, and providing
the training and skills that our
teachers and our children deserve.”
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David and Lauren Zweig help Jamie McMurray (rt front) hold the
ceremonial check as Robin, Ida Ann (second row) Louis and Harold
Zweig (third row) look on.

Traditional music brings guests to their feet during the second
annual Irving Firefighters’ Ball.


