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WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan Cardiovascular Center:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
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AND VISIONS OF 

SUGAR PLUMS DANCED 

IN THEIR HEADS….

The Nutcracker 
On Sale Now!

3333 N. MacArthur Blvd. Irving, TX 75062 972.252.ARTS • IrvingArtsCenter.com

Colleyville 
Ballet 

Company 
Dec. 14

Momentum 
Dance

Company 
Nov.
23-25

Ballet 
Ensemble 
of Texas 
Nov. 30,

Dec. 
1 & 2

IrvingArts

Coppell  ●  Las Colinas  ●  Valley Ranch

●  Irving ●

By Jess Paniszczyn
Imagine a commuter rail cor-

ridor extending from west Ft. Worth 
to Plano, winding through several 
cities with a transfer station at DFW 
International airport. Along its 62 
mile service, the commuter train 
would also connect with The T (Fort 
Worth Transportation Authority), 
DART’s (Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s) 
Green, Red and Orange Lines, as well 
as DCTA’s (Denton County Transpor-
tation Authority’s) A Train.

If you have enough time to wait, 
you will not have to imagine this re-
gional rail service. With the support 
of all three transit authorities, the 
North Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments (NCTCOG) and possibly 
the federal government, the first sev-
en mile stretch of the corridor from 
Carrollton to DFW Airport should 
be open to daily commuter traffic 

sometime around 2040. Fortunately 
for the region with its expanding 
population and congested highways, 
representatives of the transit authori-
ties and NCTCOG are not content to 
wait that long. 

The Board Chairs and Presidents 
of DART, The T and DCTA signed a 
Tri-Party Passenger Rail Alliance on 
Nov. 16 to formalize their commit-
ment to working together in order 
to expand mass transit options in 
the region. 

“Today is exciting from the 
standpoint that the three transit 
authorities are recommitting to con-
tinue to work together to promote 
transit throughout the North Texas 
area,” said Garry Thomas, Presi-
dent, Executive Director of DART. 
“We work to give people choices 
throughout our region, so they can 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Art, fireworks, an outdoor fes-

tival and delicacies were part of 
celebrating one of the most re-
nowned Hindu festivals, Diwali, or 
the “Festival of Lights,” at the BAPS 
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Irving 
on Nov. 17. 

The hall was packed for the first 
arti, a Hindu ritual of waving lighted 
wicks before the murti of Bhagwan 
as an act of spiritual enlightenment, 

which took place at noon. Through-
out the day, visitors poured in to the 
hourly services to see the beautifully 
arranged lights as well as rangolis, 
unique floor designs made with col-
orful food items.

“I have been coming to this 
event for a number of years and 
every time I feel it is an event for all 
ages, but especially for the kids who 
get a true cultural experience,” said 

Judge rules in 
entertainment 
district lawsuit
By Amanda Casanova

A district judge dismissed a 
claim from the Las Colinas Group 
that asked for $100 million in profits 
lost from a failed joint venture with 
the City of Irving. District Judge Carl 
Ginsberg ruled Nov. 11 that the lost 
profits are “consequential damages” 
and cannot be recovered, according 
to court documents.

In August, the Las Colinas 
Group filed a lawsuit against the 
City after the Council voted down a 
resolution that would have extended 
negotiations for a $252 million enter-
tainment center. The lawsuit came 
just a day after the Council vote, the 
same day as a contract deadline with 
developer TDI Real Estate Holding 
and the Las Colinas Group.

The judge, however, did decide 
that the Las Colinas Group, the de-
veloper of the entertainment center, 
could seek $39 million in unpaid fees 
and investments.

The lawsuit, filed in the 193rd 
Judicial District Court, claimed that 

By Amanda Casanova
A chatter of voices laughed as people mar-

veled at the smartphones in their hands. Senior 
citizens at the AT&T Reconnect Tour leaned over 
to see each others’ phone screens at the mobile 
technology education workshop for seniors, 
pointing to the phones’ different features.

The group of about 100 was learning how 
to check the weather and preset their phones 
to show them forecasts for different locations.

“Okay, I know the weather is fun, but let’s try 
something else,” Naomi Dean, host of the work-
shop, told attendees on Nov. 20 at the Heritage 
Senior Center.

The AT&T Reconnect Tour stopped in Irving 
as part of its journey through 15 cities across the 
country. The Tour, in partnership with smart-
phone maker Pantech, is meant to teach technol-
ogy newcomers about the fast-changing world of 
mobile communication, including smartphones, 
tablets and apps.

“Mobile technology has really changed the 
way we communicate with friends and family 
and many of us have come to rely on these tools 
to stay connected,” said Jeff Bradley, senior vice 
president – Devices, AT&T. “By teaming up with 
Pantech on the AT&T Reconnect Tour, we hope 

Authorities commit to extending passenger rail lines

Tour makes technology accessible to seniors

Cutline

Diwali festival celebrates 
a new year and devotion

Cutline

Cutline

See RAIL LINES, Page 2

See LAWSUIT, Page 10

See TECHNOLOGY, Page 10

See DIWALI, Page 9
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yourCollege that fits      life.

w w w . n o r t h l a k e c o l l e g e . e d u

North Lake College offers:
• Quality education
• Affordable tuition
• Flexible course schedules 

Registration
Nov. 26 through Jan. 16, 2013

Classes begin January 22.

Gerald Edelman, M.D., Ph.D.

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 350, Irving, TX 75061

Accepts most Health Plans 
including Medicare 972-253-4245

Specialist in Oncology and Hematology
✦ Graduated from the University of Colorado School of Medicine
✦ Board Certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine 
with a subspecialty in Medical Oncology
✦ Principal Investigator at the Mary Crowley Medical Research Center
✦ Has served the Irving Community since 1991

Joins the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving!

mr. orange

With the next phase of the DART Orange Line only a few weeks 
away, DART and KSWRP (the design-build contractor responsible 
for the design and construction of the entire Orange Line) would like 
to present a project update covering all three segments of the 
DART Orange Line.

The fi rst segment brought the Orange Line to Irving Convention Center 
Station in July 2012, while Phase 2 will add North Lake College 
Station and Belt Line Station – along with large parking facilities 
and several bus route changes – on December 3. The third and fi nal 
segment, to DFW Station next to Terminal A with revenue service 
scheduled to begin in December 2014, remains under construction. 

Prominent among December 3 changes will be new DART bus route 
500, connecting both Belt Line and Centreport/DFW Airport stations to 
the DFW Airport Terminal A area.

Make plans to join DART and KSWRP staff to receive the latest 
details on Orange Line events and construction, and pick up new rail 
and bus schedules. For your convenience, we have scheduled both an 
afternoon and evening meeting with the same presentation:

DART Orange Line Phase 2 
Project Update Public Meetings

DART ORANGE LINE PUBLIC MEETINGS

Monday, November 26, 2012, 
3:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

North Lake College (Room G-401)
5001 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Irving, Texas 75038
MAPSCO 21A-V

Along DART Bus Route 501

For more information, contact 
DART Community Affairs at 
214-749-2543, or visit DART.org. 

get out of their cars. We know what 
they are going to do if we don’t give 
them a choice.

“DART has the longest light rail 
system in the United States. DART 
also has the TRE, which we jointly 
operate with The T in Ft. Worth. 
In addition, we have a cooperative 
agreement with DCTA on the A 
Train, which meets our Green Line 
at Trinity Mills. So we all work very 
closely together to make sure the 
customers don’t realize that it is one 
agency or the other. At the end of the 
day, all they really care about is be-
ing able to get from point A to point 
B safely, physically and effectively.

“There is a lot of conversation 
in our region right now about the 62 
mile Cotton Belt Corridor that goes 
from south west Ft. Worth, through 
downtown, across the north side of 
the DFW Airport, through Carrollton 
and over to the Red Line between 
Plano and Richardson. 

“The T is working on the west-
ern side. They are going through a 
full funding grant process with the 
Federal Transit Administration to try 
to receive funding. DART continues 
to work with the private sector on 
a public/private partnership to de-
velop innovative ways to finance this 
project and move it forward. 

“Currently, on the eastern side of 
the region, the Cotton Belt Corridor is 
scheduled for passenger rail in 2040. 
A lot of people would like to figure out 
how to advance that date to 2016. On 
the western side, The T is looking at 
a 2016 revenue service date, but that 
is predicated on the federal funding.” 

Looking to the future, John 
Danish, DART Board Chair, predicts 
commuter and passenger rail travel 
will extend throughout Texas.

“I believe this alliance is poten-
tially the next major step in a whole 
new era of passenger rail transit for 
the North Texas region, which is an 
area that extends across 16 counties,” 
Danish said. “The Dallas-Ft. Worth 
region is the nation’s fourth largest 
metropolitan area, and it is consis-
tently ranked as the fastest growing. 
In the next 20 years, our region is 
expected to reach nine million in 
population. It is also one of the most 
sprawling, covering an area roughly 
seven times the state of Rhode Island. 

“People from throughout the re-
gion are clamoring for transit. Com-

petition for transit projects is much 
greater these days, and the federal 
purse-strings are much tighter. Our 
Tri-Party Passenger Rail Alliance is 
in a position to further multi-modal 
transportation in our region. Increas-
ing the scope of transit and having it 
blend seamlessly with road travel, 
passenger rail, air traffic and other 
modes is not just desirable. It is a 
vital objective. 

“Sometime in the future, the 
near future we hope, you can add the 
Cotton Belt to that mix. Sometime 
after that, I envision the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe line being devel-
oped for passenger rail, extending 
from south Irving through downtown 
Carrollton and on to Frisco. Even-
tually, it could even reach the Red 
River. And beyond that, a passenger 
rail network extending to Houston, 
Austin, San Antonio, Oklahoma, 
Shreveport and the Rio Grande 
Valley.”

The Cotton Belt Corridor could 
provide unique transportation op-
tions to the traveling public, accord-
ing to Jim Cline, President of DCTA.

“The Cotton Belt passenger 
route would be very significant in 
that it would provide a circumvential 
that doesn’t just go north and south, 
or into and out of the regular routes 
downtown,” Cline said. “It would 
provide a tie across the service area. It 
is a focal point for all three agencies. 

“DCTA is proud to be a part of 
this. We’ve been working together 
for several years, running trains 
and dispatching. We are continu-
ing to build those relationships and 
strengthen them.”

Money and construction would 
be necessary to make the proposed 
commuter line a reality, according 

to Richard Green, Vice President of 
the Fort Worth & Western Railroad 
Company.

“The infrastructure of the track 
will have to be upgraded,” Green 
said. “The Cotton Belt Corridor is 
currently class two railroad which is 
rated for 25 miles per hour (mph.) 
They are going to want to run 60 
mph commuter trains on this line. 
It will need new ties and rail. On the 
Ft. Worth side, it would probably cost 
$700 million for 34 miles of railroad. 
So overall, it is probably a billion dol-
lar project in today’s dollars.

“I think this is a great project 
that will really enhance the Metro-
plex. Opening this track to commuter 
trains will be a good thing for both 
Tarrant and Dallas Counties. The 
master plan is pretty solid.”

Rail lines
Continued from Page 1

Cutline
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At a recent assembly, the Parker University Student 
Senate presented four individuals with awards for their 
commitment to the university and chiropractic. The 
awards, called the Who’s Who of Parker, were given to a 
faculty member, a clinic faculty member, a staff member, 
and a student.

“We know that Parker is considered one of the top 
chiropractic schools in the world,” said Jarrett Brown-
ing, former student senate president and presenter of 
the awards. “We are the best because we have the best 
faculty, staff, and students making the campus thrive. The 
student senate wanted to give these awards on behalf of 
the student body to show a greater level of appreciation 
from the student body.”

Dr. Michael Perryman, professor of Parker Univer-
sity, received the Student Body Faculty Member of the 
Year Award. He was chosen for his outstanding work with 
Parker students. He understands the students and shows 
great dedication to their education. They appreciate that 
he is a medical doctor who understands the chiropractic 
philosophy and teaches at a chiropractic school.

The Student Body Clinic Faculty Member of the Year 
Award was presented to Dr. Eric Pearce, associate pro-
fessor and faculty doctor in the university’s chiropractic 
wellness clinics. He oversees the clinics’ interns and their 
patients and goes out of his way to look after anyone in 
the clinic. Students see him as approachable and always 
ready to help.

Stanley Johnson, a facilities technician, received the 
Student Body Staff Member of the Year Award. He has 
a long history with Parker and its founder, the late Dr. 
James W. Parker—he started out as the doctor’s chauf-
feur and will celebrate his 20th year with the university in 
January. He has dedicated his working life to make learn-
ing possible and keeping the school grounds beautiful. 
He is often seen fixing chiropractic tables raking leaves, 
cleaning the fountains, and anything else that will ensure 
Parker’s vision stays alive.

“I have been given an award for something that I 
enjoy and am called to do, so it truly is icing on the cake,” 
Johnson said. “I work with many great people at Parker, 
so I’m deeply moved and humbled that I was chosen. It 
means the world to me.”

Tri 7 student Shawna Turner was presented with the 
Student Body Student of the Year Award for living the 
chiropractic philosophy. Her husband was in an accident 
when she was in Tri 4 and was told, among other things, 
that she would have to drop classes and that her husband 
would never walk again.

With the help of chiropractic, her husband has beaten 
his doctor’s prognosis, and she is still on track to graduate 
on time. In addition to the award, the graduating class of 

Spring 2012 donated $1, 771, the remainder of their class 
budget, to the Turners.

“For me the award is not about what I’ve accom-
plished,” she said. “It’s more a symbol of the journey my 
husband and I have been on for the last year. It’s about the 
strength and determination I gain from him as he knocks 
down every barrier placed in his path. I am humbled and 
honored by the award. I don’t feel like I’ve done anything 
extraordinary, I simply do what I am passionate about.”

Source: Parker University

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

n November 24 from 7 a.m. to dark
Garage Sale to Benefit Cancer Patient
Marty Manning diagnosed with rare 
and aggressive form of pancreatic can-
cer is being sponsored by a multi-fam-
ily and friend garage sale. All proceeds 
will go to ease the financial burden on 
the family. In addition to the usual 
items, a 55 Pro Street Handyman 
Wagon and a Victory Motorcycle will 
be for sale. Some great prizes will be 
raffled, including tickets for the Dallas 
Cowboys, Dallas Mavericks, Dallas 
Sidekicks, Allen Americans and gift 
cards. Other activities include a Win-
ter and Holiday Craft Sale, Bake Sale 
and Bounce House for the kids. 
 
November 25 from 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
Blood donation Drive
The holiday season is just around 
the corner, and the American Red 
Cross asks everyone to support its 
mission by giving something mean-
ingful — hope for those in need. A 
blood donation is a gift that doesn’t 
cost a thing. Recently, Superstorm 
Sandy forced the cancellation of 
hundreds of blood drives along the 
East Coast, resulting in a shortfall of 
thousands of donations. While blood 

drive operations are being restored in 
the affected areas, the need for blood 
donations continues. Blood drives 
will be held at the Celebration of Life 
Church, 1646 W. Irving Blvd. Irving  
and Nov. 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Arlington Career Institute, 901 K 
Ave. Grand Prairie. 
 
November 30 
Homeless for a night
The Irving ISD is sponsoring an event 
to raise awareness of homelessness in 
America. High school students along 
with community and faith based 
volunteers associated with Fam-
ily Promise of Irving will spend the 
night at the Irving YMCA, 2200 W. 
Irving Blvd, with only their bedroll. 
Activities will take place that night 
for the students. All proceeds raised 
by the students for the event will go 
to Family Promise of Irving, a non- 
profit program that helps homeless 
families with temporary shelter, job 
and permanent housing searches and 
financial planning while their children 
remain in school.
 
Cease the grease!
Avoid messy sewer stoppages by not 

pouring grease, oil, or food scraps 
down the sink. Allow hot grease or 
oil to cool…then pour into a small 
closable container and place in the 
garbage for collection. The majority 
of sanitary sewer overflows are due 
to grease buildup from homes and 
apartments. Help prevent costly 
sewer overflows by following a few 
simple steps. 
Do:  
Put oil and grease in collection con-
tainers.  
Remove oil grease from kitchen uten-
sils, equipment, food scrapers, towels 
and brooms.  
Keep grease out of wash water.  
Place food scraps in collection con-
tainers.    
Do not: 
Pour oil and grease down drains.  
Wash fryers, griddles, pots, pans or 
plates with water until oil and grease 
are removed.  
Use hot water to rinse grease on 
surfaces.  
Put food scraps down the drain. 
For more information, call Water 
Utilities at 972-721-2281.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! Online or at the Theater

* RISE OF THE
GAURDIANS-3D    PG

12:40    3:00    5:20    7:40    10:00

* RISE OF THE
GAURDIANS-2D    PG

12:10    2:30    4:50    7:10    9:30

RED DAWN    PG13
12:20    2:45    5:10    7:35    9:55

* LIFE OF PI-3D    PG
12:50    3:55    4:25
6:50    9:50    10:20

* LIFE OF PI-2D    PG
1:20    7:20

BREAKING DAWN-PART 2    PG13
12:30    1:15    3:15    4:00
6:30    7:00    9:15    9:45

# LINCOLN    PG13
12:00    3:15    6:30    10:00

SKYFALL    PG13
12:15    12:45    3:30    4:00
6:45    7:15    10:00    10:30

FLIGHT    R
12:35    3:50    7:00    10:00

WRECK-IT RALPH-2D    PG
1:05    4:00    7:15    9:50

ARGO    R
1:10    4:05    7:05    9:55* - Fully Restricted

# - No Passes

A Capital Senior Living Community

972.556.0014

www.�eRemington-VR.com

Mark Your Calendar!!!

8707 Valley Ranch Pky. West
Irving, TX 75063

November 8th ~ 3:00 pm
Prevention of Flu and Colds  ~ Physician Senior Services

November 15th ~ 3:00 pm
Hearing Aids ~  Miracle Ear

November 20th ~ 3:00 pm
Trusted Dental Solutions  ~  James Richey

November 28th ~ 3:00 pm
Holiday Blues ~ Lorie Stokes-Bell of Hospice Plus

November Educational Seminar Series

Please RSVP as seating is limited.
We look forward to meeting you!

On Nov. 17, just after noon, the Irving Po-
lice Department responded to the 3900 block 
of Grimes Rd. for a report of a shooting. 

When officers arrived, they located an 
adult female who was suffering from a gunshot 
wound to the head. The female was in the front 
yard area of her home and told officers that she 
had been shot by her husband, who was still 
inside their residence. Officers attempted to 
make contact with her husband; however, he 

would not respond. 
Officers learned that there was another 

family member inside the house with the hus-
band, but it was unclear if they were being held 
against their will.

Officers established a perimeter and the 
tactical team and negotiators were called to 
the scene. 

Once the tactical team and negotiators ar-
rived, numerous attempts to contact the suspect 

were made using a loudspeaker. The suspect did 
not respond; however, the other family member 
who was inside the residence heard the com-
mands and came out of the house. 

Attempts to make contact with the suspect 
continued but there was no response. A tactical 
robot was deployed and was able to see into the 
house. The video from the robot showed a male 
lying on the floor that appeared to be deceased. 
Based on this information, the tactical team 

made entry into the residence and confirmed 
the male was deceased. 

The male appeared to have a gunshot 
wound and is believed to be the shooting vic-
tim’s husband.

The female victim who was transported to 
the hospital was in good condition. The other 
male who was located inside the residence was 
not injured. 

Source: Irving Police Department

Singley student soars
Brian Okundaye was selected 

as one of the top students in the 
country to attend the World Food 
Prize Global Youth Institute in Des 
Moines, IA last month. The Insti-
tute attracted 1,300 people from 65 
different countries to discuss world 
hunger and food security issues. 

In order to be considered for 
participation, students from across 
the United States and abroad, re-
searched global food security issues 
in the country of their choice and 
submitted papers on those critical 
topics which were also presented to 
renowned experts and scientists. At the three-day Institute, Okundaye 
and 150 other high school students had the opportunity to interact with 
a diverse group of internationally renowned World Food Prize Laureates 
and leaders in food, agriculture and international development.

Source: Irving ISD

Man dead, woman injured in shooting at Irving residence

Parker University’s student body presents awards

Cutline

Cutline
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MEETINGS
7 a.m. Thursday mornings
Las Colinas Country Club

4400 N.O'Connor Blvd
Irving, Texas 75062

IRVING SUNRISE 
ROTARY

Join us 
for great speakers 

every week!
We are always seeking 

new individuals who want 
to make a di�erence 
in their community.

 

August 9          Sandra Forster                         
Rotary District Governor

August 16        Billy D Hines                             
The History of NorthPark 

Center

August 23        The Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge and Dallas' Trinity 

River Project
August 30        TBA

�e Irving-Las Colinas Rotary 
Club meets every �ursday at 

Noon at the Las Colinas Country 
Club, and we welcome guests.  We 
are always seeking new individuals 
who want to make a di�erence in 

their community.

 

Walter and his nephew, 
Michael

 About ten years ago, Walter’s younger sister disappeared for weeks. Unbeknownst to him, she had left her three 
children with a friend. When she was found, she gave up her custodial rights to Walter.
 He did everything he could to provide for his niece and two nephews. One of them, Michael, is autistic. Two years 
ago, Walter received a call from his sister saying that Child Protective Services has taken custody of her two younger 
children—two girls. As a result, Walter gained custody of those children too. He is now raising all five of his sister’s 
children.
 As a security guard, Walter made less than $1,000 a month. He was financially unprepared to take on additional 
dependents. He sometimes borrowed money to pay his entire rent. As the Christmas season approached, he had no idea 
how to provide Christmas gifts for the children. The stress took its toll on his health.

 “I knew, with my income, we were going to have a bad Christmas,” Walter 
said. “When I was little, I had a lot of bad Christmases; more bad ones than good 
ones. I did not want that to happen to the kids. I started stressing about it. I ended up 
with a heart attack.”
 The heart attack was deemed stress-induced. After he recovered, Walter was 
referred to The Salvation Army in Irving. He signed the children up for The 
Salvation Army Angel Tree program, where they could receive Christmas gifts.
 All five children’s names were adopted from the Angel Tree, but Walter had no 
idea who adopted them. He was stunned to discover who donated Christmas gifts 
for the kids.
 “It was the Cowboys,” he said. “The Dallas Cowboys and the Cowboys 
Cheerleaders.”
 Walter is very thankful to The Salvation Army for assisting him and his nieces 
and nephews during the holiday season.

 “The Salvation Army rescued my family,” Walter said. “They rescued me from so much stress that I had. It was a 
blessing in disguise to me. I didn’t think that the kids were going to have a good Christmas.”
 By donating to The Salvation Army in Irving, you help individuals and families receive assistance in times of 
crisis. Last year in the DFW area, The Salvation Army used 86 cents of every dollar donated to provide direct services to 
individuals and families.
 To donate or volunteer, call 972-438-6553. Thank you for supporting The Salvation Army.

Providing Help
In A Financial Crisis

Providing Help
In A Financial Crisis

Super Lunch XX
Irving Convention Center
Monday, December 10, 2012
11:00 A.M. – 1:30 P.M.
Call 469-893-1740 to purchase tickets

Support The Salvation Army in Irving

Sponsored by Plymouth Park Church of Christ

COULD MY FAMILY 
EXPERIENCE HOMELESSNESS?

DO YOU EVER WONDER . . . 

COULD MY FAMILY 
EXPERIENCE HOMELESSNESS?
Now, Families who do, can contact Family Promise of Irving 
A non-profit program

■ We partner with social service agencies
■ We offer assistance in job searches, finding permanent housing and financial planning
■ We provide temporary shelter through 17 host faith and “buddy” communities in Irving
■ We see that the children of these families remain in Irving ISD
■ We have local businesses contributing to our program

Contact Athena Clark, Director 
at 972-313-1500 for information

Host Faith Communities: Compass Christian, First Christian, First United Methodist, 
Hackberry Creek Presbyterian, Holy Family Nazareth Roman Catholic, Irving Bible Church
Irving Church of Christ, Oak Haven United Methodist, The Dwelling Place, Woodhaven 
Presbyterian and West Irving Church of God in Christ

“Buddy” Faith Communities: South MacArthur Church of Christ, St. Stephens Presbyterian, 
Plymouth Park Church of Christ, Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Hope Fellowship, Irving 
North Christian 

Irving Shoe RepairIrving Shoe Repair

Open since 1945

HOURS 
Monday-Friday 
8:30am-6:30pm
Saturday
9am-5pm

Bags & Leather Work
Boot & Shoe Repair

144 S. Main Street
Irving, TX 75060

972-254-6090

Fun & a lil’ Chic
B   U T I Q U E

Jewelry, Scarves, Purses, Baby Gifts and More!

118 E. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060

Mention this ad and receive 20% off  select items

214-274-0295
www.funandalilchic.com

Located in Historic Downtown Irving

Big State Drug
100 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060

972.254.1521

Medical Equipment
Several colors to choose from

Delivery Available
●  4 Wheel Walker

● Wheel Chairs
● Lift Chair

● Crutches
● Canes

RamblerSubscribe 
to the  

214-676-1145 / tammyp@irvingrambler.com

New to the event will be an afternoon concert 
on Main Street featuring Canta Rhythmn and Bass 
band and sidewalk shopping opportunities.

Chili Cook-Off 
The Blue Christmas Chili Cook-Off, hosted by 

the Police and Fire departments, is scheduled for 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 1 at Heritage Park, 217 Main St.

Contestant entry fee is $20 for chili, $5 for 
beans and an unwrapped toy. Attendees may pur-
chase a tasting cup for $5. There will be a chance 

drawing, photos with Santa, children’s games, 
vendors, a silent auction and cake walk. Credit 
cards will be accepted. Proceeds will benefit the 
Blue Christmas Toy Drive.

Holiday Parade 
The “Joy to the World” holiday parade kicks 

off at 4 p.m. Dec. 1 with the procession traveling 
through the Irving Heritage District. Enjoy fun 
and festive floats—celebrating the various ways the 
holidays are recognized around the world—along 

Whether you’re unemployed 
and seeking a full-time job or just 
looking to earn some extra spending 
money over the holidays, the sea-
sonal employment picture is bright, 
according to a new report from Ca-
reerCast.com. While some seasonal 
jobs can certainly make this time of 
year merrier, other jobs are the labor 
force equivalent of a lump of coal in 
your stocking.

“The best seasonal jobs offer 
good paychecks, while others provide 
work well after all the decorative 
lights have come down,” said Tony 
Lee, publisher, CareerCast.com. “But 
distinguishing the desirable from 
the disastrous requires a list not 
unlike Santa Claus’s rundown of the 
naughty and nice.”

Using criteria from their Jobs 
Rated reports, CareerCast.com of-
fers this holiday season’s best and 
worst jobs:

Best Seasonal Jobs
Santa Claus: The star of the 

season is in high demand. Becoming 
a Santa Claus can pay handsomely.

Retail Salesperson: The National 
Retail Foundation estimates that 
retail outlets will add about 600,000 
new jobs this holiday season.

Volunteer: You may not make 
extra spending money working in a 
food bank or ringing the donation 

bell outside a supermarket, but you’ll 
make some lives brighter.

Parcel Deliverer: Not all gifts ar-
rive via reindeer-driven sleigh.

Food Server: Restaurants wel-
come an influx of guests during the 
holidays, which is why more than 
45% of the part-time positions this 
season are in food service.

Candy Maker: Over 1.7 billion 
candy canes are produced annually 
and consumed almost exclusively 
during the holiday season.

Worst Seasonal Jobs
Santa’s Elf: Elves typically earn 

minimum wage, and competition for 
the jobs is fierce, especially among 
high-school students trying to earn 
money for gifts.

Christmas Tree Lot Attendant: 
Attendants are exposed to the ele-
ments and the pay typically is low.

Snow Remover: Full-time jobs 
in this field are few.

Airport Help: A stressful work 
environment; minimum wage pay; 
long hours; and the likelihood of 
turning the job into full-time employ-
ment is very slim.

Taxi Driver: This job ranks as 
one of the nation’s most stressful 
year round, and the likelihood of 
being robbed is higher than in any 
other position.

Source: CareerCast.com

By Jason Alderman
The closer the holidays loom, the 

less time harried families have to buy 
gifts, plan seasonal events and make 
travel arrangements. Unfortunately, 
when time is at a premium and you’re 
forced to make last-minute decisions, 
it’s usually your budget that suffers.

As an occasional procrastinator 
myself, let me share a few tips I’ve 
picked up over the years that can help 
take the expense – and stress – out of 
holiday planning:

Before you start shopping, cal-
culate how much you can afford to 
spend on the holidays as a portion of 
your overall budget. If your finances 
are in good shape, spend no more 
than 1.5 percent of your annual in-
come. But if you’re deeply in debt, 
can’t meet your regular monthly 
expenses or don’t have an emergency 
fund, this isn’t the time to rack up 
additional debt.

Once you determine an overall 
amount, tally up expected holiday-
related expenses including gifts, 
decorations, new clothes and ac-
cessories, giftwrap, cards, postage, 
special meals and year-end gratuities. 

Don’t forget travel-related expenses 
if you plan to leave town, and try to 
recall unanticipated expenses from 
last year.

If you’re looking for ways to cut 
back, consider:

Arrange gift lotteries with family 
members and friends so everyone 
concentrates their time, effort and 
money on buying fewer, nicer gifts.

Speak candidly with friends, co-
workers and extended family about 
placing a moratorium on exchanging 
gifts. They’re probably feeling the 
pinch too.

If the gift-giving gesture is impor-
tant to you, suggest pooling resources 
with others to make a sizeable contri-
bution to a charity you all believe in.

Once you’ve determined your 
overall holiday spending budget – 
and before you start shopping – make 
a detailed list that includes:

Everyone on your shopping list.
Spending limits and several gift 

alternatives for each person.
How much you actually spend 

on each gift. If you overspend on one 
present you’ll need to make up for it 
elsewhere.

Holiday Extravaganza: Food, fun, fireworks in downtown Irving

headline
Santas, servers, and salespeople 
among the best holiday jobs

Cut your holiday expenses  
by planning purchases now

What you gave each person – to 
avoid giving them the same thing next 
year.

What each person gave you to avoid 
“re-gifting” disasters later on.

Other expenses (decorations, etc.)
Some people relish hunting for 

bargains; others loathe it. Either way, 
here are a few money-saving tips:

Clip newspaper and online cou-
pons. Stores often match competitors’ 
prices even if their own items aren’t on 
sale. Plus, many consolidation websites 
post downloadable coupons and sale 
codes for online retailers.

Mobile shopping apps let in-store 
smartphone and tablet users scan 
product barcodes and make on-the-spot 
price comparisons, read reviews, down-
load coupons, buy products and more.

If you’re traveling for the holidays, 
note that many airlines charge $25 or 
more for each checked bag. Many stores 
and websites ship gifts for free, saving 
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Visit Our Other Locations

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat. 5:30 a.m.-3 p.m.  Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

BREAKFAST   ◆   LUNCH   ◆   DINNER

MANSFIELD
310 Mitchell Rd., 

Metro (817) 477-3383

WATAUGA
5912 Denton Hwy., 

Metro (817) 498-7079
IN GOD WE TRUST

Where Irving 
Meets and Eats

For Take Out Call (972) 253-7335
425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

Purchase 
Gift 
Certificates
for friends 
& family!

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

WiFi
FREE

972-259-1123 
www.gloryhousecatering.com

 

Christmas with Elvis 
Dec. 15, 7-11 PM — $40

Elvis Gospel Brunch 
Jan. 13

Weekday bistro 
Mon- Fri — 11 AM - 2PM

$5.95 to $8.95

HOLIDAY CATERING 
to your home, corporation, or venue!
Our venue transforms to host your event on 
site at Glory House (for up to 200 guests)

FABULOUSLY FRUGALE BOUTIQUE

Serving Free Refreshments 
Saturday, Dec. 1, 11am - 5 pm

FREE GIFT 
FOR EVERY 
CUSTOMER 
Expires 12/22/12.

www.facebook.com/
#!/FabulouslyFrugaleBoutique

105 S. MAIN ST., IRVING, TX 75060
(Across from Big State Drug)
972/893-1579
fabulouslyfrugale@gmail.com

Affordable New, Vintage and Gently Used 
Name-Brand Clothing, Accessories, Gifts 
& Miscellaneous Collectibles

HOURS: Tues.-Sat.
11 a.m.-5 p.m.

CLOSED
Sun. & Mon.

Closed Dec. 23-25

customerservice@angelsandmoore.com

FABRIC STORE
(972) 579-0535

118 W. Irving Blvd., Irving  TX 75060Expires 10/27/12

NOW OPEN til 7 pm on Tuesdays for Holiday Shopping

SHOP SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY!
OPEN 10am - 4 pm Saturday Nov. 24

Get 25% OFF
any one item

thru Dec. 1Open
House
Popcorn 
& Hot Chocolate
December 1st
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Craft Night 
December 7th 
5-10 p.m.
Class costs $5 
or a donation 
to Toys for Tots

ENCANTO
Cake Shop

118 E Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060
214-470-0068

www.encantocakeshop.com

Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, Cupcakes, Mu�ns & Anything sweet! 
Available fresh daily 

FREE cupcake with 
minimum $10 purchase.

Like us on Facebook!

drawing, photos with Santa, children’s games, 
vendors, a silent auction and cake walk. Credit 
cards will be accepted. Proceeds will benefit the 
Blue Christmas Toy Drive.

Holiday Parade 
The “Joy to the World” holiday parade kicks 

off at 4 p.m. Dec. 1 with the procession traveling 
through the Irving Heritage District. Enjoy fun 
and festive floats—celebrating the various ways the 
holidays are recognized around the world—along 

with holiday music. 
The parade will travel southbound on O’Connor 

Road, eastbound on Second Street, northbound on 
Lucille Street, westbound on Irving Boulevard and 
northbound on O’Connor Road. 

Tree Lighting 
The Tree Lighting Ceremony will begin at 

5:30 p.m. Dec. 1 at City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd. 
Entertainment will include a holiday stage show, 
children’s crafts and fireworks. 

Activities also include Santa visits and conces-
sions.

Holiday Lights 
Holiday Lights at Centennial Park, a festive 

light display, can be viewed from dusk to 10 p.m. 
Dec. 1-30. 

There is no admission charge. Centennial Park 
is located at 444 W. Second St. For more informa-
tion, call (972) 721-2501.

Source: City of Irving

The holidays are upon us and with 
these events come a higher volume of 
trash. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy estimates that Americans dispose of 25 
percent more trash between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day than they do at any 
other time of the year, but there are simple 
ways to reduce your holiday waste. Part 
of Keep Coppell Beautiful’s mission is to 
encourage waste reduction and offers 
these tips to help you minimize waste this 
holiday season: 

Use an artificial tree that can be re-
used each year. If you prefer a real tree, 
take advantage of the city’s tree pickup 
service, in conjunction with your yard 
trimmings pickup, and your tree will be 
recycled for mulch and compost.

For holiday meals and entertain-

ing, use reusable dishes, silverware and 
glasses. Package your holiday gifts in 
reusable containers, such as baskets and 
tins. Boxes, bags and wrapping paper 
typically wind up in the trash. If you must 
wrap, look for wrapping papers made from 
recycled paper. 

Use rechargeable batteries in those 
new toys and gadgets! Send holiday cards 
made from recycled paper. Send electronic 
greetings and invitations. 

Use a timer for your exterior holiday 
lights. This will not only conserve energy, 
but it will help your lights last longer.

These are tips that are easy and inex-
pensive to implement. Making just a few 
small changes this holiday season will help 
make a positive impact on the environ-
ment that will last well into the future. 

Source: City of Coppell 

Holiday Extravaganza: Food, fun, fireworks in downtown Irving

headline

cutlines

Recycle, reuse, rejoice!
Control the season’s mountain of garbage waste 

What you gave each person – to 
avoid giving them the same thing next 
year.

What each person gave you to avoid 
“re-gifting” disasters later on.

Other expenses (decorations, etc.)
Some people relish hunting for 

bargains; others loathe it. Either way, 
here are a few money-saving tips:

Clip newspaper and online cou-
pons. Stores often match competitors’ 
prices even if their own items aren’t on 
sale. Plus, many consolidation websites 
post downloadable coupons and sale 
codes for online retailers.

Mobile shopping apps let in-store 
smartphone and tablet users scan 
product barcodes and make on-the-spot 
price comparisons, read reviews, down-
load coupons, buy products and more.

If you’re traveling for the holidays, 
note that many airlines charge $25 or 
more for each checked bag. Many stores 
and websites ship gifts for free, saving 
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Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion Post #218

Heritage Park Building
215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm

Community Bible Church
2301 Texas Drive

Friends of The Irving Theater
Second Tuesday at Joe’s Coffee Shop.

7 p.m. to eat/casual meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Greater Irving Republicans
Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

Los Lupes
3644 Irving Mall

 Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Genealogical Society
 meets the third Monday of each month 

in the main auditorium of the 
Irving Public Library. 

Irving Noonday Lions
PH 972-409-9940

Every Wed. @ Los Lupes
In the Irving Mall 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Metroplex Glass Club
Third Tues. each month 7-9 p.m.

Irving Garden & Arts Bldg.
For more info call 972-986-2990

The Optimist Club of Irving
1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 

3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

Single Moms Care & Support 
of Irving

2nd and 4th Fridays of each month
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Irving YMCA 

(corner of Irving Blvd. and Story Road)
Free meal! Encouraging meeting! 

Kids welcome!

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi, my name is Clyde and I'm about 
a year old. I came to the DFW 
Humane Society from another 
shelter that was overcrowded. Don't 
let my picture fool you: I'm a very 
playful and very friendly boy. I get 
confused around cameras but I 
LOVE people and other dogs. I let 
you know I like you with my kisses... 
which I really like to give! I'd love to 
play with you and show you what a 
fun, playful and loving little guy I am. 
I know I'll love you right away and I 
hope you fall in love with me too!

Hi my name is 
Maira. I got my 
name from the 
beautiful, and 
extra special 
Pakistani 
actress. I am a 
very petite, 1 
year old black 
spayed 
female. My 
Mom was a 
feral cat and I was rescued by a wonder-
ful lady who took care of me, gave me my 
shots and had me spayed. I can't wait to 
have a real home of my home, with 
people who love me.. I love dogs and 
other cats, so come on down and let me 
win you over with you sweet charm.

1. ENTERTAINERS: Which 
actor’s birth name was Ra-
mon Estevez?
2. MUSIC: What was the 
name of Smokey Robinson’s 
group? 
3. INVENTIONS: Who is 
credited with inventing bifo-
cal lenses?
4. PSYCHOLOGY: What ir-
rational fear is manifested in 
peniaphobia?

5. LITERATURE: In which 
of Shakespeare’s plays does 
the character Shylock appear?
6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
During which war did Harry 
Truman fire Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur? 
7. HISTORY: When did Aus-
tralia become a common-
wealth nation, largely gaining 
independence from Britain?
8. ANATOMY: About how 
long are the intestines in an 
adult male?
9. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 
American psychologist/phi-
losopher once once said: “Act 
as if what you do makes a dif-

ference. It does.”?
10.  MEASUREMENTS: 
Which month is named for 
the Roman festival of ritual 
purification?

Answers
1. Martin Sheen
2. The Miracles
3. Ben Franklin
4. A fear of poverty
5. “The Merchant of Venice”
6. Korean 
7. 1901
8. About 28 feet
9. William James
10. February (Februa)

• It was revered civil-
rights leader Mohandas Gan-
dhi who made the following 
sage observation: “Freedom 
is not worth having if it does 
not connote freedom to err.”

• If you’re afraid of rats 
and mice, you might not 
want to read the following 
tidbit: Those who study such 
things say that 60 percent of 
all the mammals on earth are 

rodents.
• Athletes playing base-

ball on steroids have fre-
quently been in the news in 
recent years, but drugs are 
nothing new in America’s 
national sport. During the 
late 1960s and throughout 
almost all of the ‘70s, Dock 
Ellis was a valued pitcher 
who played for several teams, 
including the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates. On June 12, 1970, Ellis 
took LSD, under the mistaken 
belief that it was an off day 
for his team. By the time he 
realized that the Pirates were 
scheduled to play against 

the San Diego Padres that 
evening, it was too late. The 
drug proved to have no ill 
effect on Ellis; in fact, he 
pitched a no-hitter. When 
he recounted the event to a 
reporter 12 years later, he said 
he remembered only bits and 
pieces of the game, though 
he felt euphoric. Many years 
later, after being treated for 
addiction, Ellis became a 
coordinator for an anti-drug 
program in California. 

• It’s been reported that 
Albert Einstein did not like to 
wear socks.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. (c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN & GAMES
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FOR SALE
Dark Pecan China Cabinet

79” Tall, 47 ¾ “ Wide at base
12 1/8 “  deep Top Display with 1 wood 
& 2 glass shelves. 16 ½ “ deep base 

for storage asking $250.00
call Dona @ 972-256-2680

RAMBLER subscriptions make great gifts!
Call 214-676-1145

tammyp@irvingrambler.com

FURNITURE

CLASSIFIEDS (972) 870-1992 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

LEGAL NOTICES

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call	RAMBLER	NEWSPAPERS	at	972-870-1992	for	more	information.

FOR SALE OR RENT.
358 Harwood Road #E. Hurst.  

Sale $79,900 Lease $950
2 bedrooms condo on second floor.  

2 full baths.  SS appliances and 
refrigerator. Call Maureen 

Home City Realty 817 229 1160

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
Le Chateau Phase II Addition Revised Replat

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER RESUBDIVISION OR 
REPLATTING OF A RECORDED SUBDIVISION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF IRVING, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS.
Notice is hereby given for the following public hearing to consider resubdivi-
sion or replatting of recorded subdivisions as hereinafter described which will 
be held in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Boulevard, 
Irving, Texas:
Le Chateau Phase II Addition Revised Replat (PL12-0028)
Platted as Lots 21R - 51, Block A, Lot 9, Block C, and Lots 18 - 34, Block C, Le 
Chateau Phase II. The property is being replatted to establish lots that match 
the approved zoning. This property is located on the north side of Walnut Hill 
Lane at Napoli Way. The property is zoned S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for 
R-ZLa (Single Family) Uses.
Planning and Zoning Commission: Monday, December 17, 2012, 7:00 pm
The application is on file for public examination in the Department of Devel-
opment Services at 825 West Irving Boulevard, Irving, Texas. For additional 
information, please contact the Department of Development Services at (972) 
721-2424. Please reference the name of the plat when requesting information.
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning this replat may 
speak. This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are 
available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must 
be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at 
(972) 721-2493 for assistance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS - PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 
CITY OF IRVING PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

AND CITY COUNCIL 
Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the 
properties described herein: 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 
City Council: Thursday, December 13, 2012, 7 p.m. 
ZONING CASE ZC12-0059: Approx. 9.53 acres at 1401 S. MacArthur Blvd. 
The request is to rezone the property from R-7.5 (Single Family) to S-P-2 (Generalized 
Site Plan) for R-7.5 (Single Family) and Charter School uses to allow the expansion 
of the existing charter school. 
ZONING CASE ZC12-0068: Approx. 4.87 acres at 1910 N. Britain Rd. 
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-C 
(Community Commercial) District uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for C-N 
(Neighborhood Commercial) District uses to allow Retail, Indoor Recreation, and 
Religious, Cultural and Educational uses. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONING CASE ZC12-0069: 
Approx. 26.9 acres on the southeast and southwest corners of Valley Ranch 
Parkway 
The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan Recommended Land Use from “Re-
tail” to “Low Density Residential” and rezone the property from M-FW (Freeway) to 
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) District uses to allow 121 single 
family lots and 6 common areas. 
ZONING CASE ZC12-0072: Approx. 26.12 acres to the north and east of the 
intersection of Waters Edge Drive and Fountainview Drive 
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-10 
(Single Family) District uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-10 (Single Family) 
District uses to allow reduced garage door and side yard building setbacks. 
LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas 
Planning & Zoning Commission: Monday, December 3, 2012, 7 p.m. 
City Council: Thursday, December 13, 2012, 7 p.m. 
ZONING CASE ZC12-0070: Approx 13,036 sq. ft. at 4920 Dominion Blvd, 4936 
Dominion Blvd, and 5017 Province Pl. 
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single 
Family) District uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for R-6 (Single Family) District 
uses to allow reduced side and corner building setbacks on three lots. 
ZONING CASE ZC12-0071: Approx. 4.8 acres located at 200 Creative Way 
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY 
(Freeway) and Telecommunication uses to S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for ML-20 
(Light Industrial) uses to allow a food manufacturing facility with variances to the 
commercial design standards. 
All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearings and express their 
opinions on the zoning change request. Written response for the record may also be 
submitted to: 
City of Irving – Dept. of Development Services, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 
75060 
The application is on file for public review in Department of Development Services 
at the address listed above during normal business hours. For additional information, 
please contact the Department at 972-721-2424. Please reference the case number 
when requesting information. 
This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces are available. Requests 
for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior 
to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for assistance.

Even ExchangePiano

Listed below are the campus 
winners of the Ford Driving Dreams 
essay competition. All Irving ISD 
high school students were challenged 
to write an essay about their dreams 
and aspirations. Each of the winners 
will be awarded their prize on Jan. 24 
once they have finalized the comple-
tion of their paperwork.

The five 1st place winners will 
create a video that will be entered 
in a nationwide voting competi-
tion. Each of the five videos will be 
uploaded into the Ford website for 
public viewing and public voting. The 

online competition for best video will 
last for four weeks. The district win-
ner will receive a $5,000 scholarship 
through the Stars on Rise organiza-
tion and will also win $3,000 to be 
awarded to a school club or program 
of their choice.

First Place Winners - 
Apple	MacBook	Pro	and	Video	Camera:
Chelsea Myatt  Cardwell Career Prep
Alexandria	Martinez		Irving	High	School
Raul	A.	Gonzalez		MacArthur	High	School
Rachel	Van	Pamel		Nimitz	High	School
Amanda	Jackson		Singley	Academy.

Second Place Winners -
iPad	and	$300	Gift	Certificate
Cristian Rodriguez  Cardwell Career Prep
Brittani	Monk		Irving	High	School
Alexandra	Odinio		MacArthur	High	School
Sarah	Lane		Nimitz	High	School
Jennifer	Consuelo		Singley	Academy.
Third Place Winners - 
$500	Gift	Certificate
Martin	Gonzales		Cardwell	Career	Prep
Zach	Hughes		Irving	High	School
Jocelyn	Zuniga		MacArthur	High	School
Erica	Venegas		Nimitz	High	School
Triza	Nganga		Singley	Academy.

Source: Irving ISD

KIB partners with YMCA for America Recycles Day

Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB) continued its tradition of partnering with 
the Irving Family YMCA to observe “America Recycles Day.” 

This year, the seniors and the teens held a friendly competition to see 
who could collect the most recyclables during the first two weeks of Novem-
ber, ending on the official date of America Recycles Day, Nov. 15. The groups 
combined efforts netted 1,030 pounds of recyclable materials, the highest 
amount to date. 

KIB provided the City of Irving blue recycling bags plus instructions on 
what items can be placed in the bags, and weighed all the bags as they were 
collected. In addition, as the local affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, KIB was 
able to provide the YMCA with posters, stickers, magnets and pencils pro-
moting the event. This marked the fourth year the YMCA and KIB partnered 
together to encourage Irving residents to recycle on America Recycles Day. 

Source: Keep Irving Beautiful 

They’ve been to Vietnam, the 
Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Now those veterans – between 2,800 
and 3,000 – are enrolled in classes 
across the Dallas County Community 
College District (DCCCD), and they 
receive assistance with their educa-
tion benefits every day from DCCCD 
staff members who are helping them 
obtain the knowledge and skills they 
need to find jobs and support their 
families.

Those efforts were recognized 
this month by the Dallas chapter of 
the Military Order of World Wars, 
whose members presented an award 
and certificates to the district’s ad-
ministration and veterans coordina-
tors from each campus, including 
Kim Montes from Richland College.

During the November meeting 
of the DCCCD board of trustees, 
Dr. Wright Lassiter Jr., the district’s 

chancellor and a veteran himself, 
received the Silver Patrick Henry 
Award for patriotism from Capt. Lyle 
Mueller, commander of the Dallas 
MOWW chapter; Lt. Col. Don Mun-
son, past commander of the chapter; 
and Lt. Col. King Moss, also a past 
commander of the chapter.

“The Silver Patrick Henry Award 
is one of the highest honors given 
by MOWW,” said Mueller during 
the presentation. “It recognizes out-
standing leadership and support of 
our men and women in the armed 
forces. We salute you, Dr. Lassiter, 
for your devotion and support of 
these warriors.”

 “It is an honor, a privilege and 
our duty to serve veterans who are 
enrolled in the Dallas County Com-
munity College District,” Lassiter 
said. “We are committed to their suc-
cess.”

In addition to Montes from 
Richland College, other veterans 
coordinators who received certifi-
cates recognizing their efforts to help 
former service members who are 
returning to the classroom included: 
Monique Jameison, Brookhaven 
College; Ann McCowin, Cedar Valley 
College; Robert Rosenbalm, Dallas 
TeleCollege; Ron Rollison, Eastfield 
College; Robert Burchfield, El Centro 
College; and Billy Yost and Cory Ace-
vedo, North Lake College. Gregory 
Williams, district director of transfer 
services and articulation for DCCCD, 
also was recognized for his efforts. 
(The Mountain View College position 
is temporarily vacant, and Michael 
Washington from Eastfield College 
was not able to attend.) 

Source: Dallas County Community 

College District

Carrollton driver 
named year’s top 
Mayflower Van Operator

Ronald J. Walker from IMS 
Relocation, Carrollton, was award-
ed Van Operator of the Year for 
Mayflower Transit’s continental 

fleet. This award 
recognizes Walk-
er’s outstanding 
performance in 
the areas of cus-
tomer service and 
safety. Mayflower 
Chairman Dan 
McCollister and 

Mayflower CEO Rich McClure an-
nounced the award at the company’s 
recent convention in San Francisco. 

During the 12-month qualify-
ing period, Walker drove more than 
75-thousand miles and maintained 
a perfect safety and claims rating. 
Walker, who lives in Midlothian has 
been driving for IMS Relocation for 
two years and is known for always 
putting the customer first. His fa-
vorite part of the job is the change 
of scenery he experiences on the 
open road. 

Source: Mayflower

Principal for a day
Six Irving ISD schools welcomed 

new principals this week, but it was 
only for one day. Singley Academy, Mac 
Arthur High School, DeZevala and John-
son Middle Schools, Schultz and Lively 
Elementary Schools welcomed some 
of the brightest and best local business 
leaders to participate in the ExecuPal day. 
Cathleen Whitelow, currently the Direc-
tor of Communications for TXU, served 
as principal at Johnston. Whitelow was 
hosted by six students who provided tours 
of Irving ISD’s newest facility.

Source: Irving ISD

Valley Ranch Elemen-
tary students Shoy Border, 
Christiana Reimer, Saniya 
Agrawal and Arnav Kashyap 
cast their votes last Wednes-
day as part as a school wide 
voting event. While kinder-
gartners cast their paper bal-
lots, older grades were able to 
use laptops and voting booths 
to create an authentic voting 
experience.

 Photo by Shelli Orjada

The youth vote

DCCCD staff honored for work with veterans

Ford driving dreams finalists announced

Cutline
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On a recent visit to the Coppell 
Community Garden (CCG), Charles 
Plummer of the Youth Village Re-
sources of Dallas was fascinated with 
the compost bins. 

When he heard that the Coppell 
Community Gardens production 
doubled (up to 14,000 pounds an-
nually) after they started focusing on 
composting and building the garden 
soil, he started taking pictures of the 
lay-out and set-up. Plummer has 
been charged with gardening and 
teaching horticultural classes with 
the youth at the Dallas Co. Youth Vil-
lage in southeast Dallas. The produce 
raised is be used in their culinary in-
struction through Café Momentum. 

Plummer was at the community 
gardens in Coppell with an invite 
from the CCG Board President, Diane 
Lowe, as they were trying to figure 
out how the CCG Board of Directors 
could team up with Youth Village 
Resources of Dallas gardens on a 
project. Throughout the rest of the 
garden tour, He kept coming back to 
the basics of composting and a plan 
was set for the Coppell Community 
Garden to help set up a composting 
system for the gardens. 

On Nov. 3, the CCG Board 
teamed up with Plummer to build 
upon the existing large compost pile 
to break it down to a manageable 
system where the youth will be able 
to learn how to make compost by 
maintaining a compost bin system. 
The workday was successful in build-
ing a series of compost bins that will 

continuously turn out ‘brown gold’ 
to add nutrients and microbes to the 
garden soil. The CCG Board contrib-
uted nine CE Shepherd bins, dried 
molasses, and a weed-eater for the 
project and plans to continue to be 
active partners in the gardens with 
expertise, workdays, and resources.

Source: Coppell Community Garden

Serving Irving families since 1963.

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com

◆ Local family owned
◆ Serving all faiths
◆ Preneed funeral plans
◆ Chapel seats over 250
◆ Out-of-town funerals
◆ Off-street parking

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

Though 
construction
on SH183 has 

relocated many 
other businesses, 

we are NOT 
moving.

“The Right Choice
for Over 54 Years.”

Director in Charge Gary Westerman

972-254-4242
www.brownmem.com 

Owned and Operated by
Jeanne Brown & The Brown Family 

Founder

Ben F. Brown

Continuing
The Tradition

Chism-Smith Funeral Home
& Cremation Service

403 South Britain
Irving, Texas

� Family owned and operated

chismsmithfuneralhome.com 972-259-7644

Preferred Lifelegacy Provider

Basic Direct Cremation
 $795

NOTICES

Arrangements by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home, 

972-254-4242
Edna Jenkins, 92  

11/30/1919 – 11/16/2012
Jack Dewayne Cohea, 72 

7/30/1940 – 11/20/2012
 

Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home, 

972-579-1313
Karen Donley

July 22, 1952 – November 15, 2012
Kevin Gau

August 30, 1958 – November 19, 2012
Martha McGuire

December 27, 1953 – November 20, 2012

● Pre-Need plans from other funeral homes honored

Traditional Funeral Service 
includes: embalming, casket,

visitation and funeral. $3,995 

Franky Lynn Martinez
Franky Lynn Martinez, a resident 

of Grand Prairie for 53 years, passed 
away Tuesday, November 20, 2012. 
He was born March 30, 1959 in Dallas. 
He worked for Decibel Products 
for 33 years. Franky is survived by 
his wife Janie Martinez of Grand 
Prairie; children Jennifer Rodriguez 

of Arlington, 
J o n a t h a n 
Mart inez  o f 
Grand Prairie, 
S t e p h a n i e 
Mart inez  o f 
Grand Prairie, 
A m a n d a 
Mart inez  o f 

Grand Prairie, Nicholas Martinez 
of Grand Prairie, Kaylee Martinez 
of Grand Prairie, 7 grandchildren; 
parents Albert Martinez and wife Sue 
of Grand Prairie, sister Wanda Harris 
of Irving, brother Alan Martinez 
of Grand Prairie; and Michael Lee 
Runge of De Ridder, Louisiana. 
Funeral services were held at 10 AM 
Friday, November 23, 2012 at Brown’s 
Memorial Chapel with Pastor Hank 
Freelen officiating. Burial followed at 
Grand Prairie Memorial Park. 

Wendell Scott Reed
Wendell Scott Reed was born 

in San Diego, CA on July 11, 1962 
to Waun and Pat Reed. He grew 

up in Irving, 
g r a d u a t e d 
Irv ing  High 
School 1980 
and attended 
PCI to become 
a Patient Care 
A s s i s t a n t . 
Most recently 

he worked for Pate Rehabilitation. 
Wendell was the owner of Big 
Tex Power Washing and Coffee 
Confections. He is preceded in death 
by his father and two brothers, Mark 

OBITUARIES

The Rambler Newspapers’ staff meets at Glory House 
Bistro at 11:30 a.m. on Mondays to discuss and assign 
news stories to the writers. The public is invited to make 
suggentions about what is important to you.
Irving is a diverse and varied city. Your input and ideas 
could become future stories. The  Rambler strives to 
provide  community news about events and issues 
important to Irving residents.
You are not required to buy lunch to tell us what you 
think, but we cannot provide you with a free lunch.

Tell Us
What is happening

Glory House is located at:
    109 S. Main Street
   Irving TX 75060
   In downtown Irving

and Kent. He is survived by his 
mother and sister, Jill.  Funeral was 
held at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home on Nov. 19th.  See www.
donnellyscolonial.com for complete 
obituary.  

Ray Rushing
Ray Rushing, born on November 

30, 1941, passed away at his home 
with his wife Dana holding his hand 
as he requested. Those who loved Ray 
will smile to know that he called all of 
the shots right to the end. He was born 
in Pittsburg, Texas to sharecropper 
parents, his mother dying during 
childbirth. He overcame unbelievable 
poverty to rise to the highest levels 
of his profession, Vice President of 
Operations for the Siemans Company, 
where his duties took him all over the 
world. Ray was a man of integrity, 
character, a powerful personality, and 
he had a zest for life rarely seen. He 
was passionate about quail hunting, 
bass fishing, travel, and all things 
Longhorn. His was a life well lived 
and leukemia was the only fight he 
ever lost. Besides Dana, he is also 
mourned by Gene and Dorothy Pate 
and Doren and Betty Ellredge, whom 
he called the brothers of his heart; 

Lisa and Doug Wiklund and her sons 
Rick and Matthew; Casey and Brian 
Gholson, and their daughters Briana 
and Sarah; Debbie Stiles, Jeremy 
Stiles; Marlene and Rhett Rushing; 
and Glen and Gladys Reynolds. The 
family also wishes to thank Dr. Robert 
Collins and his BMT Team at UT 
Southwestern for their care and 
compassion that exceeds words.  A 
Memorial Service will be held at 10:30 
AM Tuesday, November 27, 2012 at 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel.

Silas Donald Ward, Jr.
Silas Donald Ward, Jr., of 

Mesquite, passed away November 20, 
2012. He was born September 13, 1918 

in Gainesville. 
He spent his 
career as an 
a c c o u n t a n t 
with TP& L, 
TU Electric , 
and TXU. Silas 
was preceded 
in death by his 

wife Mary Ann Ward. He is survived 
by his son Larry Ward and wife Toni 
from Mesquite, Bobby Ward and wife 
Angela of Austin, and Ronny Ward 
and wife Donna of Pace, Florida; 
grandchildren Krystal Richardson of 
Rowlett, Lucas Ward of Pace, Florida, 
and Colton and Madison Ward of 
Austin; great-grandchildren Tori and 
Michael and Trinity; sister Evelyn 
Sparks of Sunnyvale; and brother Bill 
Ward of Mesquite. Funeral services 
will be held at 11:00 AM Saturday, 
November 24, 2012 at Oak View 
Baptist Church in Irving, with Dr. 
Jim Gerlach officiating. Burial will 
follow at 3:00 PM at the Athens 
City Cemetery in Athens, Texas. The 
family will receive friends one hour 
prior to the funeral at the church. 
Arrangements made by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home. 

Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas at Las Colinas 
concluded its 28th annual Cool October events with a 
Cool Run on a chilly Saturday. Throughout the month 
of October, Four Seasons Dallas held three fundraising 
sports marathons, a golf tournament, an online auction 
and a 5K/10K run, along with multiple employee events. 
The Resort’s leadership presented a check for $120,000 
on Oct. 28 to leaders from Baylor Medical Center at Irving 
in support of diagnosis and treatment at the hospital’s 
Irving Cancer Center. 

“Four Seasons did a remarkable job this year and 
Baylor Irving cannot thank their staff, sports club mem-
bers and event sponsors enough for the hard work that 
they did in raising funds to support our Cancer Center,” 
said Cindy Schamp, president of Baylor Irving. “Part 
of the money raised will go directly to funding a Breast 
Oncology Nurse Navigator, who helps patients from the 

day of diagnosis all the way to the completion of surgery 
and treatment.” Charitable dollars fund the first year of 
salary for this navigator and then the hospital assumes 
the cost in the following years. 

The gift will also fund the purchase of new equip-
ment and software to more specifically treat cancer and 
document the care each patient receives. 

“We’re very excited that part of the 2012 Cool Events’ 
proceeds from Four Seasons Dallas will fund the develop-
ment of software that will create a ‘map’ or report of each 
step in a patient’s care. Then, if these patients move to 
a new city, they can give their new doctors this detailed 
report of what has been done to help them battle their 
cancers,” noted Irving Healthcare Foundation President 
John Drake. IHF raises funds for Baylor Irving and for 
four other healthcare-focused charities in Irving.

Source: Irving Healthcare Foundation

cutline

Coppell Community Garden teams up 
with Youth Village Resources of Dallas

Four Seasons raises $120,000 for Irving Cancer Center
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To include your house of worship 
in the Worship Section listings, 

please call (972) 870-1992 or email 
tammyp@irvingrambler.com. 

Fees apply.

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Mongolian Grill
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PetSmart

East Buffet
Fresh salads, fruits, America’s favorite
Chinese food, cocktail shrimp, soup, 
dessert, ice cream...

• Party Room For Up To 100 People
• Senior Discount 10%
• FREE Birthday Buffet!
      (Valid only on birthdate with one or more guests present.)

Drive 5 minutes...  Get fresh food every day!
4023 West Airport Frwy • Irving
972-659-8999 • fax 972-659-8933

Irving Rambler

Reader’s
Choice

2012
FAVORITE!

All Makes and Models
Collision Repair &

Refinishing Specialists

972-438-8525404 Mavis, Irving Texas 75061

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED

AIRPORT FRWY (183)

PIONEER

RAILROAD

MAVIS

IRVING BLVD.
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1714 N. Story Rd.
Irving, TX 75061
(972) 986-7729
www.plymouthpark.org

Sunday Morning
First hour worship & bible study — 9:15 AM

Second hour worship & bible study —10:30 AM

Kirkwood United Methodist Church
“Where God Continues To Do Something New”

9:00 a.m.  Servicio de Inspiracion en Espanol
9:30 a.m. Sunday School in English
 Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:00 a.m. Inspiration Service in English
 Escuela Dominical en Espanol
 Rotation Sunday School

Reverend
Preston W. Weaver

Senior Pastor
Reverend

Albano Tayengo
Associate Pastor

2232 W. Fi�h St. @ Story Rd.  |  Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191  |  www.KirkwoodUMCIrving.org

SUNDAYS

WORSHIP

Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

BIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

BAPTIST

Holy Family of Nazareth
Catholic Church

One block north of Hwy 183 on Esters Rd.
Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 8am, 10am, 12pm, 

5:30pm
972-252-5521

www.HolyFamilyChurch.net

New Beginnings Fellowship
1010 E. Shady Grove-Irving
972-579-1240-nbfirving.net

In Essentials-Unity
In Non-Essentials-Liberty

In All Things-Charity
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST  

First Christian Church
114 West Grauwyler Rd. 75061

972-579-0911
Sunday School for all ages-9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship- 10:45 a.m.

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

November 25 —Christ the King Sunday; 
Communion Celebrated

True Lies — John 18:33-37

PRESBYTERIAN USA

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

First United Methodist Church 
211 W. Third, 75060

972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Northgate
United Methodist Church

3700 West Northgate, 75062
972-252-8519     www.northgateumc.org
Worship Service 8:15 AM in the Dome

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM in the WAC 

at the rear of the complex

UNITED METHODIST

UNITED METHODIST

Janak Patel. 
“Diwali is a celebration of five 

days that marks the end of the Indian 
calendar,” said Shashi Upadhyaya, a 
Diwali organizer. “On the first day of 
the new year, Annakut is celebrated. 
‘Annakut’ means ‘mountain of food.’ 
Everything is homemade. It is almost 
like a gigantic potluck. It is a form of 
devotion. Individuals get to offer the 
first item they make in their home as 
their first offering to God. 

“Today people have brought 
hundreds of different sweets, hun-
dreds of different savory items, and 
hundreds of homemade juices. All 
of it is an expression of devotion. 
There are more than 900 different 
vegetarian items represented here. If 
we count the total number of dishes, 
there are well over 1000. 

“As a traditional custom within 
Hinduism, the practice of vegetarian-
ism coincides with a philosophy of 
committing non-violence towards 
any living creature. It is a principal 
aspect of Hinduism to practice veg-
etarianism.”

The celebration is a riot of color, 
people, decoration, art and music 
that can easily overwhelm first time 
visitors to the Diwali celebration.  

“As a devotee of BAPS, I see the 
culmination of thousands of volun-
teer hours over three months, and the 
end of the calendar year in the form 
of devotion that all these individuals 
have put forth,” Upadhyaya said. “As 
I look before me, I see the prayers of 
men and women, and I am just as 
amazed as a newcomer would be. 
Every single year, I am amazed by 
the number of items, the diversity of 
items and amount of teamwork that 
has come together for this celebra-
tion. I see joy, devotion and the cul-
mination of good will and prosperity 
put on full display. 

“The sheer number of com-
munity members who come out to 
this celebration is staggering. We 
expect 10,000 individuals to come 
to the celebration today. There are 
not 10,000 people who are members 
of this Mandir. People have heard 
about the celebration and they want 
to come, see and be a part of it.” 

Standing beside a Diwali display, 

Vandana Patel, a Sunday school 
teacher at the Mandir, helped chil-
dren make Play-Doh ‘sweets.’

“Being together with my com-
munity and my people feels really 
good,” Patel said. “We are demon-
strating the different days of Dwialli 
and the rituals with hands on activi-
ties for the kids. 

“My favorite part of Diwali is 
Annakut, because I love making food, 
and then eating it at the end. That is 
the one time I feel like I am going to 
be making a whole lot of food just for 
God, nobody else. I stayed up until 

three o’clock this morning just bak-
ing cookies and cakes, so I could offer 
them to the Lord. I put everything 
aside and my mind is just focused for 
God, and trying to bring myself closer 
to him through my baking.”

“I was very impressed with the 
number of food items and decora-
tions that were being offered,” said 
Nirmal Desai. “It was a true testa-
ment to the efforts of all the volun-
teers present here today.

Devotees gathered at the Mandir 
with family and friends to participate 
in the Chopda Pujan, a special cer-
emony for business owners to receive 
blessings for the upcoming New Year. 
This is traditionally the day when 
business owners close their existing 
account books for the year and open 
new ones in preparation for the 
upcoming year. Through chanting 
Vedic hymns and prayers, hundreds 
of ledgers were blessed during the 
ceremony.

Despite residing in India, His 
Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj 
continually inspires devotees all over 
the world to celebrate their Hindu 
heritage and customs.  These festi-
vals allow for families to meet and 
celebrate the Hindu festivals and pass 
on traditions to future generations. 

Some information provided by 
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir.

Diwali
Continued from Page 1
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cutline
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Link Auto Service
Domestic & Asian Vehicle Specialist

 ◆ Since 1981
 ◆ Locally Owned & Operated
◆ ASE Master Certified Technician

Our services are listed 
on our newly designed website: 
www.Linkautoservice.com
or call 972-790-8208
313 North Belt Line Rd.
Irving, TX 75061

Lube & Car   Care Center Beltline in Irving •

Experienced Mechanic on staff 
at a price you can afford
❑ Brakes  ❑ Tune ups  
❑ Complete AC Repair and more!

We don’t just maintain your car, we can fix it too!

972-261-4500
www.KwikKarofIrving.com

2960 North Beltline Rd
at Rochelle

Open 7 days a week

2012

Reader’s
Choice

Irving
Rambler’s

FAVORITE

$5OFF

Full service 
Oil Change

With this coupon

CLEAR INTERNET

www.GoodbyeToContracts.com
4070 N Beltline Rd #152, Irving, TX 75038

817.522.1007
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

■  No Contracts
■ No Credit Checks
■ No Deposits
■ No Lease Fees 
■ No Early Terminiation Fees

Home of the 
NO CONTRACT SERVICE

Unlock
Savings
Today!!

Internet/Electricity/Mobile Phone
Unlocked Android Smartphones

Android Tablets

or invest it in the volatile stock market?  Well YOU are in LUCK!

Paul R. Lowe and Grandsons

TRIMARK FINANCIAL
Serving North Texans for over 3+ decades

CD or IRA coming due this month?

1303W Beltline Rd #201 Carrollton Texas 75006 (Located inside the Office Resource Group building)972.669.0175

What are you going to do... 
put it back in the Bank at 1.2%... 

We have

Call for
complete details.

3.10%5-Year
CD/Annuity Rate

You have an
Opportunity 
to lock in this 
Great Guaranteed
% Rate!

C L E A N E R S
LAS COLINAS
4020 N. MacArthur Blvd #138
Irving, TX 75038
972-717-9130 through 12/31/2012

30%OFF

to help these tech newcomers feel 
more comfortable with technology 
and show them new ways that it can 
make their lives easier.”

The Irving group was divided 
into smaller clusters of about 10 
people with each small group having 
an AT&T technician to help them 
navigate their phones. Among other 
things, the group learned how to 
place a phone call, take a photo and 
send text messages by typing and 
through voice command.

“It looks like we’re getting the 
hang of the keyboard,” Dean said. 

“Let’s look at some common text 
messaging abbreviations.”

Dean walked the group through 
the shortened phrases, stopping at 
“Lol.”

“You normally write this when 
there’s a joke or something’s funny,” 
she said. “You’re not really laughing 
out loud.”

But attendees were laughing in 
good humor as they accidentally sent 
texts to wrong numbers and took 
pictures of Styrofoam cups.

“Personally, we have a smart-
phone, but there’s a knowledge gap 
there,” participant Jan Killen said. “I 
just thought it was a good opportu-
nity to learn.”

Technology
Continued from Page 1

City Manager Tommy Gonzalez 
and “others, acting on behalf of the 
City, have stalled, stone-walled and 
delayed, purposefully allowing the 
contract to expire.”

Also, the City “refused to medi-
ate in good faith” and possibly vio-
lated the Texas Open Meetings Act by 
“orchestrating a boycott” of the Aug. 
2 special council meeting, according 
to the suit.

The Las Colinas Group had 
requested that the court issue an 
injunction to keep the city from “de-
stroying, falsifying, tampering with or 
hiding any documents” related to the 
entertainment center and to prohibit 
the city from using hotel occupancy 
tax revenue to pay for lawyers.

Voters approved the entertain-
ment center in 2007, and since then 
the city has spent about $35 million 
on the development.

The final proposal presented 
stipulated that TDI Real Estate Hold-
ing and the Las Colinas Group would 
have financed the project with $210 
million in private funds and required 
only $17 million in new City funding. 
The new proposal would have made 
TDI the lead developer.

At one point, the City was ex-
pected to pay about $170 million of 
the project. However, a multi-million 
dollar bond package earmarked for 
the project failed to receive a AAA 
Standard & Poor’s rating earlier this 
year, jeopardizing the city’s plan to 
raise the funds.

Ernest Walter Leonard is the 
attorney for the Las Colinas Group. 
Donald Colleluori is representing the 
City of Irving in the suit.

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1By Sissy Courtney

Students walked, rolled and 
scooted their way to Wilson El-
ementary School Friday morning 
Nov. 9. The event was the school’s 
way of saying, “Exercising is FUN!”

“I love it,” said Lisa Mathis, 
the mother of a first grader and a 
fourth grader who rode their bikes 
to school. “It was something our 
family looked forward to enjoying 
together. We got up a little early, 
so we could enjoy the weather. It’s 
a great event for us.”

She said they would abso-
lutely do it again. 

“We did not have very many 
cars through the car line this 
morning, and the weather was 
perfect,” said Cindy Hendricks, 
a PTO volunteer on the Health & 
Wellness Committee.

Anita and Paresh Patel, who 
normally drive through the car 
loop, parked their vehicle a block 
away and got their children’s bikes 
out of the car to allow them to ride 
their bikes to school. 

“It was the most awesome 
thing,” Ms. Patel said. “I wish 
they’d do this every week because 
we don’t get a chance to ride a 
bike to school because we’re a 
bit further out. We drove over 
by Freeport Parkway and walked 
over here.” 

Mr. Patel said he worries 
about safety because of traffic and 
the lack of sidewalks between their 
house and the school. 

“If we had more sidewalks, 
maybe we would walk more of-
ten,” Patel said. “We don’t have 
any sidewalks on Coppell Road. 
That is very important. Even on 

Bethel Road. They did expand the 
roads but not for sidewalks. Even 
where there is a sidewalk, the kids 
are struggling for space.”

The school stresses that stu-
dents should look right, look left 
and look right again before cross-
ing streets.

Teachers and parents volun-
teered as safety patrol and cheered 
on bikers and walkers while main-
taining safe surroundings for their 
arrival at school.  

“This is triple or quadruple 
the (usual) number of bikes to-
day,” said Justin Keller, a Dads’ 
Club member. He helped students 
park their bikes as they arrived. 

Teacher Tracie Smith was on 
duty at the car loop where parents 
drive up to drop off their children.

“I’ve always been impressed 
by how the kids follow the rules,” 
Smith said. “They walk their bikes 
on school property, they have hel-
mets on, and they do a really good 
job.” She said she hopes the school 
promotes the bike-walk day again.

The event was a collaboration 
between the Health and Wellness 
Committee of PTO and the Green 
Team Campus Committee, ac-
cording to Principal Christopher 
Nester.

“It was amazing seeing the 
fewer amount of cars we have 
in the parking lot and the bike 
rack is absolutely packed,” Nester 
said. “With teachers coming up 
and parents coming up with large 
groups of students, hopefully, we 
made an impact on the kids this 
morning by them seeing the envi-
ronmental difference it can make 
in energy savings.” 

By Amanda Casanova
New businesses in Coppell will 

have to comply with changes to the 
City’s sign ordinance after the City 
Council voted to amend the ordi-
nance.

Among the changes, a logo may 
cover 100 percent of the sign if that 
sign consists only of a logo. Also, if 
the sign only contains words and no 
logo, it may occupy 100 percent of the 
sign, but must use black, white, ivory 

or neutral colors.
If a sign has both a logo and 

words, the logo must only cover 20 
percent of the sign and the letters 
must be black, white, ivory or neutral.

The City Council voted unani-
mously at a meeting on Nov. 12 for 
the changes.

“Over the years we’ve worked 
very hard on aesthetic quality and 
we’ve been very successful with that, 
but there have been some unintended 

consequences and that is addressed 
in these changes,” Councilman Mar-
vin Franklin said.

Discussion about the ordinance 
started in July 2011 when businesses 
told the City’s Chamber of Commerce 
that the sign regulations were “too re-
strictive,” Tony Moline, president of 
the Chamber, said to the commission 
at a meeting in September.

“Restrictions regarding size, 
trademarks and color are perceived 
throughout the business community 
to be obstacles to doing business in 
Coppell,” a 2011 letter to the City 
Council said. 

“We spent a lot of time talking 
about the residents’ wants and busi-
ness needs,” Moline said at the Nov. 
12 meeting. “Businesses need to be 
seen. My brain works in that when 
I’m looking for McDonald’s I’m not 
looking for the word, I’m looking for 
the golden arches. Those are the types 
of things businesses have worked on 
to make themselves known.”

The Planning Commission voted 
unanimously in September for the 
changes after modifying some of the 
amendments recommended by a sign 
ordinance review committee.

The recommendation then came 
to City Council for final approval.

“This is how things get done,” 

City of Coppell approves new sign ordinance to increase business
Councilman Billy Faught said. “The 
thing that struck me most was con-
sistency, the consistency of the colors 
on the sign, the consistency of what a 
logo is, the consistency of how Cop-
pell looks.

“Coppell got where it’s at today 
for a reason and with a look,” he add-
ed. “People say, ‘I know when I come 
into Coppell’ and it’s not because we 
have huge signs that say welcome. 
It’s because we have a feeling here.”

cutline

Wilson Elementary sponsors 
first annual Walk, Bike to school


