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People gathered between the Civic Center Complex and the Central
Library to participate in the City’s Holiday Extravaganza and Tree
Lighting. After the tree was illuminated, the entertainment continued
with fireworks, a concert and several games.

The featured performers of the Celebrating Unity Among One
Community concert, the Kobushi Taiko Drummers demonstrate their
skills as part of the Holiday Extravaganza and Tree Lighting.

By Karen Rayl, Jess Paniszczyn
Irving Convention and Visitor

Bureau (ICVB) presented its first
Irving Hospitality Industry Annual
Meeting in the Omni Mandalay
Hotel on Nov. 29.

According to ICVB, Irving’s
tourism industry represents $12.3
million in local hotel taxes; $9.9
million in state hotel taxes, and
visitor tax revenues provide a $309
annual savings to every Irving
household. Each year more 1.5
million overnight guests are served
by Irving hotels.

Mara Gast, ICVB’s Executive
Director, said that the meeting
allowed the ICVB, a bureau that
works outside of Irving to represent
the city to others, to present the
community with a human face.
Though many people know that the
ICVB exists, few are aware of the
amount of work the bureau does to
promote Irving.

“I am thrilled that we had such
a great turnout and that so many
angles of the community were
represented here today,” Ms. Gast
said. “We had the hospitality
industry, community supporters
and groups who have the benefit
of the hospitality industry success
like the arts, the historic

preservation museum involved. We
all gain from a healthy hospitality
industry. So it was great to see the
support of so many people here
today. There was great information
from both speakers Skip Rutherford
on the presidential library
opportunities and Tracye McDaniel
from the Governor’s office. We are
off to a great start.

“I think the stage is set well
for Irving to continue its recovery
and lead the state. We have a
dynamic community and a dynamic
industry and we are well poised to
continue that streak,” she said.

James L. “Skip” Rutherford,
head of the Clinton Presidential
Center in Little Rock, AR, spoke
about the economic impact of a
presidential library. This topic is of
special interest in Irving and the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex
because two of the final four
contenders vying for the George
W. Bush Presidential Library are
based here: the University of Dallas
in Irving and Southern Methodist
University in Dallas.

“The 21st Century presidential
libraries will be more than
interesting architectural structures,

By Brynne Sissom
Currently under construction,

a new IISD elementary school will
open next August in the area of
Beltline and Shady Grove. The
school will begin the 2006 school
year with about 450 students, or at
half-capacity.

Irving ISD’s 20th elementary
school will be named after two of
the district’s most ardent
supporters – John and Margie
Stipes. The IISD Board of Trustees
approved the name at its July 18
meeting. The school will be formally
called John W. & Margie Stipes
Elementary School.

Marti French, who will be
principal of the new school,
attended Otis Browne, Bowie, and
graduated from Nimitz High School
in 1977.

“We are opening at half-
capacity so that we leave room for
the community to be built around
us. I look forward to creating a
community at the school, making it
a place where children are
encouraged to dream, and providing
the foundation for them to
accomplish their dreams. I’m thrilled
about the new building, but really

am excited about putting it all in
place in terms of bringing together
a caring climate for the teachers, a
place where they can use their
strengths and have common goals.
I can’t develop it all on my own, so
I look forward to having a staff to
interact with and form the vision
for the school. I want to be involved
so the teachers will have a sense of
ownership so they will pour their
hearts into the classes,” she
French.

The facility is being built with
many recycled materials and will
have 45 classrooms, a library, two
full-sized gyms, art and music rooms
and a “cafetorium.”

“With our building
environmentally built, we will
emphasize environmental
education. We will be a friend to
the environment—it will be one
focus of the school. We will give
back to the community in this way,”
she said.
IISD Superintendent Jack Singley
described the elementary expansion
school.

“We needed this school last
year, or even the year before. It has
just been a slow arduous process

to buy the land; we couldn’t do the
right deal for the land. The school
is definitely built for the need.
Townley, J.O. Davis, Otis Brown all
have enrollments at about 804, and
we need to relieve the most crowded
conditions. It’s best to keep the
elementary schools at an enrollment
of about 775. We will redraw the
boundary lines in the spring,”
Singley said.

According to Mr. Singley, IISD
has been growing at an average of
585 new enrollments per year for
the last 21 years.

“As it happened, D. R. Horton
development company bought 300
acres from the Graff Family estate.
IISD bought 10 acres from the D. R.
Horton development company to
build a school. The developers will
then build about 360 homes around
the Stipes school. That is why we
are opening at half-capacity. We
need to allow room for young
students to enroll from the new
neighborhoods. The school will
have the same design “footprint”
as the Jackie Townsell elementary,
in terms of number of classrooms
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Celebrating the success of the Irving Visitor and Convention Bureau,
Skip Rutherford, Tracye McDaniel, Maria Gast and Mayor Gears
participate in the bureau’s first annual meeting.

See IRVING, Page 4

See JOHN, Page 6
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Police  Police  Police  Police  Police  & Fire   Briefs Fire   Briefs Fire   Briefs Fire   Briefs Fire   Briefs
Freeway Closure: 11-23-05 at 8:00 p.m.
Officers were dispatched to Loop 12 and
Irving Blvd in reference to a major accident
with two vehicles on fire. The first unit a 65
Ford Galaxy was traveling southbound on
the east service road of Loop 12 south of
Irving Blvd. For an unknown reason the
driver drove across the median over a
guardrail and into the southbound lanes of
Loop 12. A Honda Civic traveling
southbound collided with the other unit and
they both caught fire. The Ford exploded and
burned completely. The only injury was a
class “B” injury to the driver of the Ford. All
southbound lanes of Loop 12 were shut down
at Pioneer for about 50 min. until the roadway
could be cleared.
 
Aggravated Robbery: 11-24-05 at 10:10 p.m.
The complainant was walking through the
apartment complex in the 700 block of Metker
when he was approached by a male who
pointed a pistol at him and demanded his
wallet. The complainant refused to give the
suspect his wallet and the suspect pistol-
whipped the complainant causing 6-10 cuts
to the head. The suspect fled the location on
foot and was not located. The complainant
believes that he was targeted by the suspect
who knew that he had just cashed his social
security check and was carrying a lot of cash.

Aggravated Robbery: 11-25-05 at 3:40 p.m.
The complainant walked out of Wal-Greens
located on the corner of MacArthur and
Shady Grove. He was approached by the
suspect who placed an unknown object
against the complainant’s back and
demanded his money. The complainant
believed the object was a gun. The
complainant complied and gave the suspect
his money. The complainant does not know
what the suspect looks like because he did
not turn around to look at him.
 
Aggravated Assault/Kidnapping: 11-26-05 at
2:30 p.m. An emergency room nurse at Baylor
on MacArthur called to advise that a man
just brought a woman into the hospital with
knife wounds to the throat and neck. The
nurse said Arlington had asked them to be
on the look-out for a kidnapping victim, from

their city, that might show up in Irving.
Officers responded and took the suspect into
custody. Arlington responded to the hospital
and took custody of the adult male suspect.
 
Squad Accidents/No Injuries: 11-26-05 at
12:30 p.m. An officer was working an accident
in the 1100 block of S. Story Road, the road
was slick and it was raining. He had parked
his squad car on a side street – Grove – to
avoid being hit by the next person south
bound on Story Road sliding. A few minutes
later a vehicle southbound on Story lost
control – and slid into his vehicle. His squad
car received right back quarter damage and
was towed away.

A Sgt. responded to the scene, in his unit
and parked in the right hand traffic lane of
southbound Story. Flares and cones had been
set out - - and a few minutes later a 1988
Chevy slid into the left rear of the Sgt.’s
vehicle. The Tahoe received left back quarter
damage and was driven to the station.
 
AR-15 Deployment: 11-26-05 at 1:07 a.m.
Officers were dispatched to a shots fired call
at Pioneer and Carver Place. When an officer
responded, he heard what sounded like a rifle
being shot. The officer deployed his AR-15
and several officers checked the area, but
nothing was located.
 
Assist Officer: 11-26-05 An officer saw a
male standing in the street in the 3700 block
of West Pioneer yelling at cars and stopped
to investigate. The male refused to remove
his hands from his pocket and then ran away
on foot. The male was chased to his apartment
and contact was made with his mother who
advised he was mentally ill and out of control.
The male was taken to PMH for psychiatric
help.
 
Burglary: 11-27-05 at 04:51 a.m. Suspect(s)
cut the padlock and pried the front door open
to gain entry to a store located in the 3700
block of North Story Road. Suspects entered
the safe and took a large amount of cash. It is
unknown how the suspects entered the safe.
ID was called to the scene to process it for
evidence.

Business Burglaries: 11-28-05
4:09 a.m. Units responded to an alarm in the
2300 block Walnut Hill, unknown suspect had
taken the safe.
 
 4:50 a.m. Units responded to an alarm in the
2800 block of N. MacArthur, where they
found an unknown suspect had taken the
safe.
 
4:57 a.m. Units responded to an alarm in the
3300 block of N. Story, where they found an
unknown suspect had taken the safe.

Aggravated Assault: 11-28-05 at 10:20 p.m.
Officers were dispatched to the 200 block of
W. Grauwyler in reference to a domestic in
progress. Two brothers that live next door to
each other got into an argument over money.
One of the brothers had a wrench and a knife
and the other brother had a baseball bat. One
brother suffered a compound fracture to the
shin and was transported to Parkland, and
the other brother with fractured a finger was
taken to Irving Baylor. After being treated at
Baylor, the suspect was brought to jail.

Structure Fire/Injured Employee: 11-29-05
at 10:40 p.m. Officers were dispatched to a
structure fire at 2440 N. MacArthur. The
building was fully engulfed in flames and

arriving officers assisted in clearing the
building of citizens. Officers located a
resident in an apartment lying on the floor
unconscious. They were able to pull and then
carry the injured citizen out of the apartment.
The resident sustained burns to his face and
arms and was transported to Parkland. One
officer was transported to Baylor for smoke
inhalation and was treated and released. One
of the firemen sustained a minor injury to his
hand and was treated at the scene. It is
unknown what caused the fire and is under
investigation. Approximately 8-10 units were
damaged. The complex was able to find other
apartments for the displaced families.
 
Robbery: 11-30-05 at 4:45 a.m. Officers were
dispatched to a robbery at 800 block of N.
Beltline. A male suspect came into the 7-11,
threatened to kill the store clerk and took
about 25 cartons of cigarettes and ran off
westbound on Conflans.

Robbery: 11-30-05 at 9:00 p.m. The
complainant said that he had just left a check
cashing place on N. Beltline, when he was
approached by two male suspects. They
demanded money and when he refused, one
suspect hit him in the mouth with a closed
fist. The suspects then got into a grey 4dr
and fled southbound on Beltline. 

Charlie Company 111th Texas National Guard
is returning home to Irving after serving their
country in Baghdad, Iraq.
Plans are underway to meet Charlie Company
as they return to the Armory located across
the street from Irving High School on Dec.
17. The date may be changed to
accommodate Charlie Company’s time
schedule.

Local military advocate, Sir Duck, is
organizing the celebration. Residents,

Local heroes to returLocal heroes to returLocal heroes to returLocal heroes to returLocal heroes to return homen homen homen homen home

community members and businesses are
requested to show their support by creating
banners, providing food, drink and monetary
donations, and, most importantly, by greeting
Charlie Company personally.

For more information or to help with
making the celebration a success, contact
Sir Duck at 214-728-4888, or visit
www.welcomehome111th.blogspot.com for
updates.
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REDEEMER MONTESSORI SCHOOL

A Montessori
environment
for preschool
through 3rd

grade.

Today’s
choice that
will last a
lifetime!

Call now for Individualized Tour

2700 Warren Circle (at Rochelle) Irving, TX 75062

972-257-3517
www.redeemermontessori.org

Kathy’s Plant Kottage

FARM FRESH
FRUITS &VEGETABLES

308 W. Irving Blvd.   972-254-1300
Hours:  Mon. - Sat.  9:00 - 6:00

VINE RIPE TOMATOES

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
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The entire contents of this newspaper
are the sole property of The Irving Rambler,
Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or
use, without permission, of editorial or graphic
content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game
scores, a press release, or interesting story,
please let us know.  The Irving Rambler
encourages submission of articles, facts, and
photographs pertaining to the people, life,
business, and entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly
by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O. Box 177731,
Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler
for $25 per year. The Irving Rambler is also
distributed free of charge through Irving
businesses and public areas. Please limit
yourself to one copy so others can benefit
from The Irving Rambler.

Deadline for the submission of articles
and advertising is noon Monday, prior to the
publication date.  All submitted articles are
subject to editing.  Opinions expressed in
submitted advertisements, articles, editorial,

or commentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff member.
All articles, press releases, photographs and
other materials submitted become the
property of The Irving Rambler.

The Publication of columnists’ views,
as well as advertising, does not constitute
endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves
the right to reject or edit any advertising.
The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor
are not responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 3 Issue is
published weekly for $25 dollars a year by
The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers,
Irving, TX 75060. Periodicals postage pending
at Washington, DC, and additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box
177731, Irving, TX 75017.

JUST ARRIVED:
BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY CLOTHING

& ACCESSORIES

Gift Certificates Available

LADIES
RESALE BOUTIQUE

2700 N. O’Connor, Suite 116,
Irving

Tues. - Fri. 10-6
Thur. 10-7
Sat.  10-5 (972) 594 - 7722

Holiday After Hours Business Mixer | Lofts
at Las Colinas December 8, 2005 / 5:30 p.m. -
1050 Lake Carolyn Pkwy, Irving

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce will host a “Holiday After Hours
Business Mixer” on December 8, 2005 from
5:30pm - 8pm. The Holiday Mixer is
sponsored by and held at the Lofts at Las
Colinas, 1050 Lake Carolyn Pkwy. 

Bring your business cards and holiday spirit
for networking and mingling, and watch your
business grow! There is no charge to attend
and members are welcome. For planning
purposes please take a moment to RSVP no
later than December 5th.

For additional information or to submit your
RSVP, call 972-252-8484 to RSVP or email
bcraig@irvingchamber.com.

Women’s Alliance Luncheon | La Cima Club
December 21, 2005 / 11:30 a.m. - William’s
Square, 5215 N. O’Connor Blvd, 26th Floor

Join us on December 21st as we celebrate
the holiday season with a special networking

activities that are sure to inspire, fun,
networking and relationship building.

Be sure to check your holiday list so that
you will remember to bring 50 - 80 business
cards and promotional material for
distribution among attendees. And above all,
don’t forget to call and RSVP your
attendance. The Chamber’s luncheons offer
outstanding opportunities for networking,
business building and professional tools to
create a better you, with a creative approach. 

Call today and make plans to attend.
Luncheon cost is $15 in advance or $20 at
the door for members and $20 in advance or
$25 at the door for non-members. Contact
the Chamber to reserve your seat at this or
any of the Chamber’s upcoming luncheons
972-252-8484.

Save the Date: Grand Opening/Ribbon
Cutting: Wed., Dec. 7 at 8:30 a.m. / Best Buy
Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting: Tues., Dec.
13 at 5:30 p.m. / Don Herring Mitsubishi
Ribbon Cutting: Thurs., Dec. 15 at 4 p.m. /
Wells Fargo Bank

Chamber ofChamber ofChamber ofChamber ofChamber of
C o m m e r c eC o m m e r c eC o m m e r c eC o m m e r c eC o m m e r c e

The Irving Healthcare Auxiliary will
sponsor their annual Holiday Home Tour on
Sunday, Dec. 4 from 1 to 5 p.m. Three
residential homes, decorated for the holidays,
will be open to the public.

In addition, Our Children’s House at
Irving will also be on the tour. Our Children’s
House is a not-for-profit agency serving
medically fragile children through outpatient
therapy, special-needs childcare and social
services. The Irving Garden and Arts Club
will provide decorations for Our Children’s
House and members of the Parent Support
Group will share personal stories.

Tour tickets are $7 if purchased in
advance at the Baylor Medical Center at
Irving Gift Shop or from any Irving Healthcare
Auxiliary member. Tickets may be purchased
at any of the homes on the day of the tour for
$8. Tour tickets also include a one use 20%
discount coupon good at the Baylor Medical

Center of Irving Gift Shop until the end of
the year.

The homes are all located in Irving,
including Valley Ranch, Fox Glen, South
Irving on Churchill, and Our Children’s House
on Stovall Street. Residents opening their
homes are: Nathan and Tish Dirickson, Mel
and Keith Robinson, and Tommy and Jimmie
Zinn.

Each home will also feature a raffle item.
Tickets for the raffle are $1 each, or 6 for $5.
Cookbooks compiled by the Auxiliary will
also be available for sale. These cookbooks
include over 470 recipes and are available for
new, lower prices of $10 for a soft-back or
hardback, easel style for $15, including tax.

The Tour of Homes is a tradition that
started over 40 years ago. Proceeds from all
sales will go to support Baylor Medical Center
of Irving’s ongoing improvements. This
hospital is Irving’s only charitable hospital
and is a 288-bed acute care hospital.

HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Home Ty Home Ty Home Ty Home Ty Home Tour to benefit Healthcare our to benefit Healthcare our to benefit Healthcare our to benefit Healthcare our to benefit Healthcare AuxiliarAuxiliarAuxiliarAuxiliarAuxiliaryyyyy
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NO Obligation Offer: This week Dr. Hanson is offering back and neck evaluations
and demonstrations to the First 17 Callers!

Come in to see if you are a candidate for this life-changing treatment.
Call (214) 596-1051 for your consultation and demonstration.

Conveniently located on Beltline/183 in Irving.

Herniated or Bulging Disc?
You May Not Need Surgery After All!!!

FDA Approved treatment is now available in Irving
Irving – Most people have tried pain
medications, muscle relaxers, anti-
inflammatory drugs, steroid injections,
physical therapy, chiropractic, or even
surgery with little or no improvement,
Thankfully, there is relief in sight and the
treatment is called Decompression
Therapy.

This FDA approved and clinically-
tested advanced treatment has helped
thousands become pain free. Research
has shown outstanding results even
when surgery and other types of
treatments have failed. Decompression
Therapy is 86% effective because it gets
to the CAUSE of the pain by gently taking
the pressure off of the discs and pain
producing nerves allowing them to heal
naturally. It treats bulging or herniated
discs, sciatica, hip or leg pain, neck or
arm pain, degeneration, facet syndrome
and arthritis.

This computerized treatment is painless
 and takes only minutes. Best of all, there is
no hospitalization and no harmful side
effects that you may experience with drugs
or surgery.

Local doctor, Robert Hanson, D.C.
states, “If you want to get relief from pain
in the lower back, pain in the hip or buttocks,
pain shooting down one leg, or numbness
in the legs or feet, I highly recommend
decompression therapy… you have nothing
to lose… surgery should be the last option.”

If you are one of the millions of
Americans suffering from lower back or neck
pain and looking for a non-surgical solution,
this treatment may be for you.

“I no longer limp and my pain is gone.
I only wish more people knew about this
therapy. My sincere thanks,” Todd Nelson.

“I believe everyone with degenerated
or herniated discs should try
decompression therapy first,” Ronnie
Dutton.

BABY BOOMER
??

SENIOR ??

We’ve got your
BOOMER T-

Shirt...BOOMER Logo
and all !!!!

And you can Help some
Kids too...............Right

here in Irving

Sponsored by MKT
Investments, P.O. Box

170036, Irving, TX 75017
Ph: 214-240-5004
Fax: 972-721-1415

Proceeds from sales go
to Speedway Charities
and Downs Syndrome
Kids

Tax Deductible

Quality Shirts
Buy 4 for $125.00

!

!
!

BABY BOOMER ???
ACTIVE SENIOR ???

WE MAY HAVE SOME INTERESTING WORK FOR
YOU RIGHT HERE IN IRVING !!

NO INVESTMENT  NO TRAVEL  NO SPECIAL TOOLS

JUST YOU, YOUR TIME & YOUR TELEPHONE

2-3 HOURS PER DAY - YOU PICK THE TIME

MKT INVESTMENTS, P.O. BOX 170036, IRVING, TX 75017

PH: 214-721-5004  -  FAX: 972-721-1415

PROCEEDS GO TO SPEEDWAY CHARITIES AND DOWNS
SYNDROME KIDS

TEXAS 42 WATCH
& JEWELRY SERVICE

We Value Your Time.
10% OFF
with this ad

watch batteries, jewelry cleaning etc.
ofc. 972.254.9000 cell 214.766.5518

130 S. Main Street
Irving, Texas 75060

rphsr42@yahoo.com

will be economic engines and tourism
magnets.”

Some of the current 11 libraries are in
sentimental or remote locations that make
access difficult for visitors.

“Location, location, location is critical
for visitor success,” Rutherford declared.
“These libraries attract tour buses, school
buses and recreational vehicles. Parking and
traffic congestion are important long-term
issues to consider in a presidential library
site. Our first year we had 500,122 visitors.”

Rutherford pushed to have the Clinton
Presidential Center located on the interstate
(I-30) in Little Rock, and said interstate
access is crucial.

“I think 90% of our success is due to the
fact that people can get there easily, and the
other factor is the closeness to the airport.”

In addition to bringing in lots of tourist
trade, the library has helped pull in $1 billion
in economic development projects in Little
Rock.

In conclusion, Rutherford emphasized
the important factors in a presidential library
site were interstate access, visibility and the
avoidance of traffic congestion in urban
areas.

“The George W. Bush Presidential
Library will cause a huge tourist influx,” he
said. “Presidential libraries tell the story of
the great American democracy.  With 9-11,
the tsunami and Hurricane Katrina, people
will want to see information about these
events that they can only find in this one
location.”

Skip Rutherford is executive vice
president of Cranford Johnson Robinson
Woods, one of the region’s largest
communications firms. In addition,
Rutherford is president of the William J.
Clinton Presidential Foundation and
coordinated the planning for the William J.
Clinton Presidential Center, which opened in
Little Rock in November 2004.

Tracye McDaniel, Executive of the
Office of the Governor Economic
Development and Tourism Division, spoke
about the state’s efforts to improve economic
development and Texas’ current prosperity.

“It is a joy to know how a community
can come together and not only celebrate
this industry that is very important but know
the economic impact and how diverse it truly
is,” Ms. McDaniel said.

“I have seen and worked with
convention and visitor bureaus all over the
state, all over the country, and I want to say
you have a dynamic leader here in your city
and you have a dynamic team that is
working together to create a true economic
impact for your area.

“A recruitment mission is a new model
that we started this year where we go out to
different cities and we go and knock on
doors. We talk to people about Texas. We
don’t ask them to come to us. We are saying,
‘We are so proud of our product, we want
to knock on your door and tell you about
Texas, and then we are going to ask you to
do business with us.’

“When we go on these missions, we
are truly bringing the orders home, we
generate leads, we develop relationships
with CEOs and site consultants all across
the nation. We’ve done two of these
missions this year. We are planning to do
more of these in the future since they have
been so successful,” she said.

“Texas One is a non-profit organization
that was created by Governor Perry to create
public and private dollars to market the state
as a business location. When we were going
after the Toyota business, economic
development is very competitive, the site
representative for Toyota asked if we could
fly some of their company’s executives into
Texas to look at several of the site options
we had. We could not. We couldn’t afford
it. We had no dollars to do that. The
company representatives were wined, dined
and flown in private jets; there was no way
we had the dollars to do that. So we had to
go out and create partnerships so we can
actually be as competitive as some of these
other states are.

“Now we are able to compete because
of partnerships that we have with the
Chambers of Commerce,” Ms. McDaniel
said.

“We have created headlines in major
publications throughout the nation. We
have made some impressive gains and it is
a real tribute to the work that each and every
one of you is doing every day. Last month
Texas claimed the title ‘Best State for
Business’ by the international firm, DCI
(Development Counsellors International). In
April of 2005, Foreign Direct Investment
magazine named Texas the “U.S. State of
the Future’ based on its economic potential.

“Through August of this year alone,
we have created more than 122,000 net new
jobs already outpacing job-creation for all
of last year. Unemployment rates have
dropped in every region of the state. Across
the state a record number of Texans are
going to work each morning and giving their
families a better shot at living the American
dream. We have continued to land some of
the largest job-creation projects in the

country including the 4,200 job-expansion
by Washington Mutual.

“Texas remains the top state in the nation
for exports with more than $117 billion
exported world-wide after growing 20% in
2004. When you look at our economy as a
whole, Texas is now producing 21% more in
goods and services than the entire nation of
India, and 23% more than Korea. In fact, we
are the 13th largest economy in the world
today with $880 billion in gross state
product,” she said.

“The Texas tourism industry is booming.
Leisure travelers have continued to travel to
the state in ever increasing numbers. More
leisure trips were taken in Texas than ever
before, up 53% over the last decade. More
leisure trips were taken in Texas by non-
Texans than ever before, up 39%. And also,
more leisure trips are being taken in Texas by
Texans, up 57%. Our travel industry has really
weathered the economic difficulties and
terrorism problems to generate more direct
travel to Texas than any other state in the
nation; amounting to $44.4 billion in direct
spending in 2004 that’s over a half a billion
jobs directly impacted by this travel industry.

“Destination spending in the Metroplex
has reached $6.9 million. If you look at the
Metroplex as a destination itself, the
Metroplex is the state’s number one tourist
destination surpassing San Antonio. We
have seen an increase of over 166% since
1994 in travel coming to the Metroplex. If
you look at the Metroplex as an employer
when it comes to the travel industry, it is also
the top employer. Some 149,000 jobs are
supported directly through the travel
industry,” Ms. McDaniel said.

more than a museum and more than an
educational center,” Rutherford said. “They

IrIrIrIrIrving Conving Conving Conving Conving Convention and vention and vention and vention and vention and Visitor Bureau hosts hospitality industrVisitor Bureau hosts hospitality industrVisitor Bureau hosts hospitality industrVisitor Bureau hosts hospitality industrVisitor Bureau hosts hospitality industry meetingy meetingy meetingy meetingy meeting
Continued from page 1
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and her
husband have been married for more than
37 years and have four daughters and four
grandsons

Hi Irving!
I hope you all

had a very enjoyable
T h a n k s g i v i n g
holiday with your
friends and/or
families. Thanks to
our troops, we can
be thankful for our
freedom!!

do think it’s wrong to purposefully replace
the word Christmas with the word holiday.

Change is often synonymous with
progress. However, not all change is good!
Many retailers have stopped using the word
Christmas in their advertisements, both in-
store and in the media, to avoid offending
anyone. But what they must not realize is
that the majority of individuals celebrating
Christmas are celebrating the birth of Jesus
and that taking Christmas out of their
promotions is offensive to us!

Several pro family groups have begun
campaigns/petitions to identify retailers who
plan to benefit from Christmas shopping but
who are not including the word Christmas in
their advertisements. If you would like to
“sign” American Family Association’s
petition please visit their website at
www.afa.net. This website has some very

good information about this issue, so take a
minute to be informed.

I realize this trend didn’t just start this
year, but the practice has definitely become
more prevalent in recent years. Consequently,
we need to keep the “Christmas Campaigns”
going in order to benefit from it next
Christmas.

I have talked with many friends and
acquaintances regarding this issue and I am
happy to report that many people feel the
same way I do. I hope the various campaigns
that are addressing this practice result in
some major improvement. Oh, and one more
thing…MERRY CHRISTMAS!
God Bless You.
Attend Church Sunday.

Now that the holiday season is upon us,
I wanted to mention a not-so recent trend
that I believe is encouraging us to lose the
real meaning of Christmas. How can anyone
replace “Merry Christmas” with “Happy
Holidays,” “Season’s Greetings,” etc.? I don’t
think it’s wrong to occasionally refer to
Thanksgiving and Christmas as “the
holidays” provided that you also say
Thanksgiving and Christmas as well, but I

During the Irving Schools
Foundation (ISF) recognition of
Austin Middle School’s
contribution to Lance Cpl.
Nazario Serrano Memorial
Scholarship, three students who
participate in the school’s
Spoken Word program recited
original poetry written in
Nazario’s honor.

Under the direction of
English teacher Theresa Spencer,
Bethany Blevins wrote the
following poem as part of the
after-school program.

Following the presentation
of a plaque in Lance Cpl.
Serrano’s honor, the ISF awarded
the Austin Middle School’s
Spoken Word program a $2,500
grant.

Students create poetrStudents create poetrStudents create poetrStudents create poetrStudents create poetry in Spoky in Spoky in Spoky in Spoky in Spoken en en en en WWWWWord proord proord proord proord programgramgramgramgram

Good-Bye

A young man of 20 goes off to protect his country.

A fiancé waiting at home with a bouncing baby boy never introduced.

Two weeks away, almost there. But then, goodbye brother, son,
fiancé father.
His fiancé eagerly awaits his arrival, but instead of her true love
giving her a hug and a kiss, two men in uniform give the heart-
breaking news.

Instead of a white wedding, a black funeral must be planned.

So for our last respects, we say to you, “We’ll miss you, Nazario
Serrano, and goodbye brother, brother, son, fiancé father.”

The Irving Heritage House, located at 303 South
O’Connor, will be decorated for Christmas soon. Plan to stop
by for a tour on Sunday, Dec. 4, between the hours of 3:00
p.m. and 5:00 p.m., for a view of Christmas from
yesterday. Admission is free. 

Built in 1912, the Heritage House is a restored pioneer
home. Many of the present furnishings are antiques, which
were in the home of Mr. & Mrs. C.P. Schulze. The house has
been designated as a Texas State Historical Landmark.

For information, call 972-252-3838 or the web site
www.irvingheritage.com.

Step into the past with
a Christmas tour of
the Heritage House
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and layout. Keeping close to the same plan
saved IISD time and money,” he said.

The late John Stipes was a parent,
booster, trustee, and volunteer in Irving ISD
for many years. He received Texas and
National Life Membership Awards from the
Irving City Council of PTAs. First elected to
the IISD Board of Trustees in 1970, he served
15 years including two terms as president.
From 1977 to 1985, he was director of the
Texas Association of School Boards. Stipes
received the Golden Apple for outstanding
volunteer service to IISD in 1998. While
serving as an IISD trustee, he and Assistant
Superintendent James Day met with parents
from Davis School and leading citizens in
the black community (among them Jackie

Townsell, another IISD elementary
namesake) to help bring desegregation to
IISD. Stipes served as president of the Irving
Schools Foundation for two terms.

John’s widow, Margie Stipes, has also
been an active supporter of Irving schools.
She has been president of the Nimitz High
School Booster Club numerous times, and
she received a National PTA Life
Membership from the Irving City Council of
PTAs. Like her husband, she has received
the Golden Apple Award for volunteerism.
She also received the High Spirited Citizen
Award from the Irving City Council. Margie
is active in Keep Irving Beautiful, First Baptist
Church, and the Irving Schools Foundation.

The Irving Schools Foundation (ISF)
recognized Austin Middle School for raising
$5,000 for the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano
Memorial Scholarship on Nov. 29.

Lance Cpl. Serrano was a 1999 graduate
of Austin Middle School and a 2003 graduate
of Irving High School. Assigned to the
Combat Service Support Battalion 1, Combat
Service Support Group 11, 1st Force Service
Support Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Pendleton, CA, Lance Cpl. Serrano was
killed by enemy fire while serving in Iraq’s
Anbar province on January 30, 2005.

A special commemorative plaque was
presented by Nazario’s brother, Javier, and
ISF President, Phil Sims, to the Austin Middle
School’s principal, Phil Sims, Irving Schools
Foundation President, Cynthia Bean.

“We are honored to commemorate the
memory of Nazario Serrano and his sacrifice,”
Mr. Sims said. “The other thing that we are
doing is that we are recognizing Austin
Middle School for their efforts in raising
$5,000 for the scholarship; they also raised
over $11,000 for the teacher’s payroll deduct
program for the Irving Schools Foundation.

Austin Middle School has set a record for
the highest amount raised by a school to
date for that program and a part of that
contribution was designated for the Nazario
Serrano Memorial Scholarship.

“Our goal is to have $30,000 for the
scholarship. We have about $23,000, so we
are real close to that. The $5,000 that Austin

Middle School contributed was a great sign
of respect and honor,” he said.

“Nazario was an unselfish young man
and he always wanted to give back to his
family. His cousin, Jose Serrano, described
him as a young man who like fast cars and
action. Jose summed it up, “He liked living in
the fast lane.” When I asked him what words
he would use to describe Nazario, Jose said,
‘Unselfish, steadfast, loyal, considerate.’
Jose used the word ‘patriot’, which I thought
was great. These are the traits that his family
imbedded in him. But they are also traits,
which his teachers who touched his life and
had opportunities to invest in his life
imbedded in him.

“Although I didn’t know Nazario
personally, I am deeply grateful and will
always remember the sacrifice that not only
he made, but that your family made so that
my family can live in freedom. This
scholarship will allow those who knew him,
but more importantly those who never had
the opportunity to meet him, to know of his
memory, to know of the sacrifice he made, to
know that this was a young man who gave
his life so others could experience freedom.
Nazario’s memory will live on forever,” Mr.
Sims said.

Javier Serrano attended the presentation
with several members of his family.

“This presentation shows me that the
school really cares about my brother. I am
very appreciative and very thankful,” Javier
said.

Austin Middle School recognized for contribution to the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano Memorial ScholarshipAustin Middle School recognized for contribution to the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano Memorial ScholarshipAustin Middle School recognized for contribution to the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano Memorial ScholarshipAustin Middle School recognized for contribution to the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano Memorial ScholarshipAustin Middle School recognized for contribution to the Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano Memorial Scholarship

Remembering a fallen hero and friend, Phil Sims, President of the Irving Schools
Foundation, and Javier Serrano, Nazario’s brother, present a plaque in Lance Cpl.
Nazzario Serrano’s honor to Austin Middle School principal, Cynthia Bean.

John John John John John WWWWW..... & Mar & Mar & Mar & Mar & Margie Stipes Elementargie Stipes Elementargie Stipes Elementargie Stipes Elementargie Stipes Elementary School to openy School to openy School to openy School to openy School to open

Continued from page 1
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GEORGE CAMPBELL SACKETT
George Campbell Sackett, of Irving, passed

away November 25, 2005.
He was born September 3, 1911 in Lima, OH.

Survivors include his son Michael McArthur Sackett,
daughter Patricia Ellison, brother David Cooper, 4
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Nov. 28 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel with Rev. Earnest Walt
officiating. Interment followed at Oak Grove
Memorial Gardens. The family received friends
Sunday at the funeral home.

DORIS CHISM
Doris Chism, 82, passed away on November

24, 2005, Thanksgiving Day, which is a proper day
of memorial for her life. 

Doris was born March 3, 1923 in Quanah,
TX. At age 17, she married the love of her life,
Royce Chism, and began a lifetime of service to
her family, church and friends. Over their 65 years
of marriage, she and Royce raised 3 wonderful
children: Linda, Wayne and De, 7 Grandchildren,
and 10 Great Grandchildren.

Doris had been a resident of Irving for 55
years where she sold Real Estate for many years
and was an active member of Plymouth Park Church
of Christ. She loved crossword puzzles, Texas “42”,
making a Coconut Bunny Cake at Easter and getting
the family together for holidays and birthdays. Her
favorite saying was, “Whoever told you it was going
to be easy?” when anyone nearby was confronted
with a problem. Doris passed on a legacy of honesty,
hard work, frugality and dedication - dedication to
Royce and her family and to insuring that all were
reminded to, “always do the right thing.” Doris
nurtured her children during the first 23 years of
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Q: Greg, please help. My owner’s manual says
I should change my oil every 7,000 miles, but
everything I read says I should change it
every 3,000 miles. Who am I to believe? —
Virginia in Ohio

A: Virginia, I just received this information
from Meineke Master Mechanic Joe. So I’ll
pass it on to you.
Joe says: “Clean oil is the life-blood of any
engine, and changing it and the filter is what
keeps your vehicle’s engine running
smoothly, mile after mile. The oil lubricates
the high-speed moving parts of the engine
and keeps them working together without
friction. The filter plays the equally important
role of sifting out the harmful dirt particles or
contaminants such as metallic shavings,
condensation and even antifreeze that
threaten to enter the oil system, clog the
engine and cause premature wear, and in
extreme cases, failure.”

HoHoHoHoHow Often Should w Often Should w Often Should w Often Should w Often Should YYYYYou Change ou Change ou Change ou Change ou Change YYYYYour Oil?our Oil?our Oil?our Oil?our Oil?
Thanks, Joe. You are correct.
Meineke, along with just about every other
car-care center out there from Sears to your
independent mechanic, advises car and truck
owners to follow the guidelines in their
vehicle owner’s manual as to selecting the
correct grade of oil. However, most mechanics
will tell you changing your oil every 7,000
miles is not the best practice, because you
probably drive in “severe” mode.
Driving habits are considered “severe” by
most mechanics if you make lots of short
trips, drive daily in stop-and-go traffic,
frequently warm your car up for 10 minutes
or more on cold mornings, drive in areas
where the air is dirty, live in a colder region or
do any type of towing. If so, it’s better to
change your oil every three months or 3,000
miles.
The key word in this column is “severe.” The
way I interpret it, we ALL drive in severe
conditions in some manner, that’s why I
change my oil every 3,000 miles. Hope this
helped.

Write to Greg Zyla c/o King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475, or send an e-mail to
letters.kfws@hearstsc.com.
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

Q: Greg, you predicted that John Force would
win the NHRA Funny Car Championship, and
you were wrong. Gary Scelzi deserved it, and
won. — Ken R., California

A: Ken, I was wrong, plain and simple. Gary
Scelzi had a decent year, as did Ron Capps and
John Force, who finished second and third,
respectively, in the NHRA PowerAde point
standings. But I have to say that none of the top
three finishers had dominant seasons, as all had
trouble with consistency. Force was plagued with
first-round losses in many races, and that proved
to be his downfall.
Still, Scelzi deserves a lot of credit for being just
the second driver in 14 years to unseat a Force-
owned Funny Car from the championship laurels.
The other driver who did it was Cruz Pedregon in
1994 in Joe Gibbs’ McDonalds-sponsored
Pontiac.
Force won the Funny Car championship from
1990-93 and again from 1995-2003 for a total of
13 titles, with Pedregon winning in 2004 as his
Castrol GTX teammate. Ironically, it was
Pedregon — who left Force’s team at the end of
2004 to form his own team — who defeated Force
in Round 2 at this year’s final race on a holeshot.
Both Capps and Scelzi had already lost in the
event, so Force indeed had a good shot at it.
***
Q: Do you think it is good that all these NASCAR
drivers to keep changing rides? Whatever
happened to staying with one team like the good
old days? It seems NASCAR is getting to be like
football and baseball, in that you never know
where a player may wind up. — Bob K.,
Pennsylvania

A: Bob, drivers have been changing teams and
cars for years in NASCAR. Take 1963, for
example. Joe Weatherly won the 1963 NASCAR
Championship by driving several different cars,
mostly Pontiacs and Mercurys, for a total of eight
different car owners. Weatherly had to literally
“bum rides” during 1963 after winning the
championship for Bud Moore in 1962. Sadly,
Weatherly was killed at the Riverside road course
in January of 1964.
Incidentally, it was the Wood Brothers who won
the owner’s points championship that year for
Ford, as five drivers — Glen Wood, Marvin
Panch, Tiny Lund, Fred Lorenzen and Dave
MacDonald — combined for three victories and
five poles in 24 races. The season started with
one of the most popular wins ever when Lund
won the Daytona 500 filling in for Panch, who
was injured in a Speed Weeks sports-car race.
Lund helped Panch escape his burning vehicle.
Fast forward to 2005, and things are pretty much
the same, sans a driver being able to win a
championship driving for eight different owners
or an owner using five different drivers to win an
owner title in one year. In modern-day NASCAR,
driver chances come about due to sponsor
support or lack thereof, driver and crew-chief
chemistry, supporting-manufacturer input, owner
preference or pending retirements. This year’s
already announced driver changes are numerous,
and in some instances puzzling at best. The 2006
season should be very interesting indeed.

Write to Greg Zyla in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL
32853-6475, or send an e-mail to
letters.kfws@hearstsc.com.
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

Hail to the King
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marriage, and when the kids left for college she
began her career in Real Estate Sales, Property
Management and Rental Business. She had a life-
long love for her home in Irving, and they
maintained their residence here while she aided
Royce in pursuing land, cattle and ranching ventures.
She had a passion for travel: she toured China,
Ireland, Spain, Thailand, Australia and the Holy
Lands. She never dreamed a small town girl from
Quanah would get to see the world.

Doris leaves behind her loving husband of 65
years, Royce Chism; daughter and husband, Linda
and Bill McEwan of Charlotte, NC; son and wife,
Wayne and June Chism of Utopia, TX; daughter
and husband, De and Clint Brown of Nocona, TX; 7
Grandchildren; and 10 Great Grandchildren, and
innumerable friends. 

The family received friends for visitation on
Friday evening at the Plymouth Park Church of
Christ. A Funeral Service to was held at 7:00
p.m. Paul McGee and Tom Fullerong officiated.
Interment was held on Nov. 26 at the Quanah
Cemetery in Quanah, TX. 

BYRON DALE HOOD, SR.
Byron Dale Hood,

Sr., age 59, was born
September 30, 1946 in
Dallas to Norman and
Ruth Goldsmith Hood.
He was raised in Oak
Cliff.

Byron died a man
of faith on November
24, 2005 in Irving.
Byron was always
supportive of his

ObituariesObituariesObituariesObituariesObituaries
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children and grandchildren and their endeavors. He
was avid golfer and sports fan. A thirty-four year
Irving resident, he was a member of South
MacArthur Church of Christ and had been an
employee of Albertson’s for thirty years.

He is survived by wife, Brenda Hood; sons,
Bryon Hood, Jr. and his wife Beatrice, Billy and
Bobby Hood; daughter, Darla and her husband
Jeremy Lindell, all of Irving; brothers, David Hood
of Maybank, TX, Malcolm Hood of Mesquite, TX
and Lyndon Hood of Paris, TX; sister, Lynda
Johnson of Mesquite, TX and eight grandchildren.

Services were held Nov. 26 at South
MacArthur Church of Christ. Interment followed
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens of Irving. Grady
King and Tim Lewis officiated.

VENICE JOHNSON

VIRGINIA KATHRYN SIMMONS
Virginia Kathryn Simmons, of Irving, passed

away November 22, 2005.
She was born April 19, 1936 in Dallas. Preceded

in death by her son Joe Simmons, Jr., daughter
Virginia Mae Simmons, and husband Joe Simmons;
she is survived by daughters Linda Jean Buchanan
of Oklahoma, Patricia Gayle Simmons of S.
Carolina, Deborah Ann Simmons of Irving; son
John Alton Simmons of Michigan; sisters Ellen
Cates, Barbara Sherbert, and Vernelle Dial; 11
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Nov. 26 at Mt. Olive
Baptist Church with Rev. Weldon Lee officiated.
Interment followed at Forest Lawn Cemetery,
Dallas.

GLADYS FAE McFARLAND

Funeral services were held Nov. 29 at Faith
Temple Baptist Church with Pastor Lewis Pollard
officiating. His family received friends Nov. 28.
Arrangements were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

ALMARIE SCHEPF

accomplishments through his lifetime are many
and his love for his family is undying. He will live
forever in our memory.

Preceded in death by is father K B Bess of
Florala, AL. Survivors include loving wife Jo Ann
Smith Bess of Irving; daughter Sharron Summers;
daughter Karren Alexandrides and husband Spiro;
son Royce Bess and wife Jeni; 5 grandchildren all of
Irving; and mother Myrtice Bess Todd of Florala,
AL; 1 brother; 5 sisters and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Visitation was Wednesday at Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home. Funeral services were held Dec. 1,
2005 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
Interment will be in Florala, AL at Damascus Baptist
Church Cemetery.

BO BILL BOWERS
Bo Bill Bowers of Irving born March 1, 1921

in Bonham, Texas passed away November 28, 2005
in Garland.

He was a US Army Veteran. Preceded in death
by wife Edna Bowers in 2004; he is survived by
step-son Larry Wright of Carson City, NV; step-
daughter Carolyn Lesley of Garland; sisters Thelma
Jo Harris of Sherman; Wilma Lee Willard of
Houston; and Jessie Mae Wheeler of Dallas; 4
grandchildren; 1 great-grandchild and a host of
nieces and nephews.

The family received friends from Thursday.
Funeral services were held Dec. 2, 2005 at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Louis
Pollard officiating. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens Irving.

GLADYS A. USREY

ObituariesObituariesObituariesObituariesObituaries

Venice Johnson,
84, of Irving, died
November 24, 2005 at
her home.

Born September 8,
1921 at Charleston, TX,
she was the daughter of
John and Lavinia
Hollowell Layer. She
and her husband moved
to Irving in the early
1960’s. She was a teller
at Southwest Bank in

Irving for a number of years and had also worked at
Red Ryan Bar-B-Que. She was Baptist.

Preceded in death by her husband Wilbur
Johnson, she is survived by a daughter, Ann Maxine
Dillingham of Indiana; a step-son, Webb Johnson
of Marshall; sisters, Madeline Hemby of Dallas and
Murlene Gilbert of Garland; brothers, Van Layer of
Colorado and Cless Layer and his wife, Dorna of
New Mexico; 7 grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren.

Graveside funeral service was held Nov. 26 at
Grove Hill Cemetery, under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home of Irving.
Memorials may be made to the Children’s Hospital
in Dallas or to Irving Cares.

LAWRENCE WAYNE LANDERS
Lawrence Wayne

Landers, of Euless,
passed away November
25, 2005.

He was born
February 7, 1922 in
Dallas. His son Charles
Wayne Landers
preceded him in death.
Survivors include his
wife Allie B. Landers of
Euless; sons, Gary Lynn

Landers and wife Dena of Arlington, Billy Dewayne
Landers and wife Deanna of Haltom City, Doyle
Wayne Landers and wife Dora of Tyler, and son
Larry Edward Landers and wife Pat of Princeton,
TX; daughters Dorthea Evelyn Mills and husband
Maxie of McKinney, Shirley Ann Brown and
husband Randy of Bedford, and Brenda Faye Cole
and husband Wilson of Charleston, West Virginia;
brothers J.C Landers of Waxahachie, Clarence E.
Landers of Duncanville, and Johnny Landers of
Dallas; 63 total grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and a host of church family and
friends.

Funeral services were held Nov. 28 at Bible
Way Chapel. The family received friends Sunday at
the funeral home.

Leeo’ Walker of
Irving passed away
November 26, 2005.

He was born
October 12, 1938 in
Dallas, TX. Survivors
include his wife Jo Ann
Walker; sons Rodney
Walker and wife
Deborah of Irving,
Keith Walker and wife
Terri of Irving; brother
Odell Walker of Dallas,

Gladys Fae
McFarland, a resident of
Irving for 90 years,
passed away November
25, 2005. She was born
March 27, 1915 in Italy,
TX. She is preceded in
death by her husband of
50 years, G.D.
McFarland.

She was a member
of Oak View Baptist

Church. Survivors include her daughters, Faye
O’Steen and son-in-law Darrell and Jeanette Coder
of Irving; 7 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren.

Graveside services were held Nov. 29 at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens with Dr. James Reeves
officiating. Her family received friends Nov. 28.

In lieu of flowers, please send memorials to
Heart to Heart, PO Box 595, Colleyville, TX
76034. Arrangements were made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

LEEO’ WALKER

TX; sisters Mildred Ellis of Alvarado, TX, Lovetta
Ross of Eustace, TX, Estelle Riley of Irving, Mary
Dixon of Winnsboro, TX, and 4 grandchildren.

A servant to the automobile repair industry is
gone, but he will never be forgotten. Leeo’ Walker’s
family would like to thank the wonderful clients,
friends and citizens of Irving and the surrounding
areas for their loyalty in standing by our side and
for the confidence you placed in us for many years.
You exercised your rights as an automobile owner,
as per your policy contract states we applaud and
we salute you. Leeo’ strived to assist you in
minimizing your inconvenience and maximizing
your satisfaction while also delivering the highest
quality service.

We have lost a valuable husband, father,
grandfather, companion, friend and servant. A
longtime fan whose ambitions and quality repairs
were developed from his profession as an Auto Body
Repair Technician and Collision Shop owner and
operator for over five (5) decades. You helped make
his life complete and we Thank You for that.

Craig Dibble, age
41, a resident of Irving
for 17 years, died
November 27, 2005 in
Bossier City, Louisiana.

Born December 2,
1963 in Passaic, NJ to
Raymond J. and Beatrice
Rego Dibble, he married
Kelly Diane Johnson
June 29, 1985 in
Carrollton. He was a

Almarie Schepf, age 83,
a resident of Irving since
1965, died November
26, 2005 at her home
with VITAS Hospice in
attendance.

She was a member
of Oak View Baptist
Church, past President
of the Irving Book
Review Club, past

President of the Irving DeMolay Mothers Club, a
life member of the Irving Hospital Auxiliary, a
volunteer for the American Red Cross, past President
of the Social Order of the Beauceant, a member of
the Daughters of the Nile, past Worthy Matron of
the Order of the Eastern Star, and member of the
Ladies Oriental Shrine.

Preceded in death by brothers, Weldon and
Greg and by her husband, John W. (Bill) Schepf in
1976, she is survived by her sons, Gary L. Schepf
of Irving, Edward Schepf of Spring, TX, Arthur
Schepf of Belen, NM, and Jack Schepf of Abingdon,
Maryland; grandchildren, Monica Wells of Spring,
TX, Amy Gelder of Spring, TX and Louie Schepf of
Beaumont, TX; great grandchildren, Marshall,
Benjamin, Mason, and Spencer.

Funeral services were held Nov. 29 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. Burial
followed at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. The
family received friends at the funeral home Monday.

CRAIG DIBBLE

Royce Ferrell Bess,
born March 11,1945 in
Florala, Alabama passed
away November 28,
2005 in Irving.

He served in the
US army from 1962 and
was a resident of Irving
since 1965. He worked
as a commercial
contractor and
residential builder. He

project engineer at H & K Restaurant Equipment
in Dallas and a former employee at the US Food
Service and Austin Industries. Craig was a bowler on
the Up Your Alley Team.

Survivors include his wife, Kelly; children,
Kristen Dittrich and husband Justin of Garland,
Tracy Dibble, Joseph Dibble and Samantha Dibble,
all of Irving; parents, Raymond and Beatrice Dibble
of Dallas; sisters, Kim Herrell of Dallas and Rose
Dewbre and husband Tommy of Fort Worth;
granddaughter, Maddison Dittrich of Garland; and,
several nieces and nephews.

Visitation 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Friday at the
funeral home. Service 11:00 a.m., Saturday,
December 3, 2005 at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home Chapel. Rev. Bill Slayton officiating. Burial
to follow at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

ROYCE FERRELL BESS

was a preferred and recognized builder in the DFW
area. Married Jo Ann Smith in 1965. His

Gladys A. Usrey,
age 88, passed away on
November 27, 2005.

Born in Dallas on
April 13, 1917, she was
the daughter of William
Thomas and Hazel
Frances Blair Charles. A
long time resident of
Irving, Gladys moved
with her family to

Redding, CA for 10 years before coming to Boerne
5 years ago.

Preceded in death by her parents, loving
husband of 65 years Loyd V. Usrey, in November
2003; brother, Carl Ray Charles; sisters, Alice Joy
Charles, Mary Frances Cross, and Berta Mae
Pollock. Mrs. Usrey is survived by her sons, Bruce
Usrey and his wife, Norma Jean of Boerne, and
Michael Usrey and his wife, Valery, of Redding,
CA; daughter, Nancy George and her husband, David
of New Zealand; 7 grandchildren; 11 great
grandchildren; brothers, William (Judge) Robert
Charles, Sheldon (Bud) Oscar Charles, Jack Marvin
Charles, and Don Jerome Charles; sister, Sally Ann
Carpman.

A family memorial service will be held at The
First Baptist Church in Irving on Sunday afternoon
at 2 o’clock, Dec. 18, 2005. If you would like to
leave a message or tribute for the family, please
visit www.vaughanfuneralhome.com and select the
obituary icon. Funeral Arrangements entrusted to
Vaughan’s Funeral Home of Boerne.

WAYNE BRIM
Wayne Brim born December 14, 1927 in

Oakland, Michigan passed away November 26, 2005
in Irving.

He was a US Army Veteran and a member of
Plymouth Park Baptist Church in Irving. Preceded
in death by wife Florence Brim in 2005, survivors
include sons Kevin Brim of Eustace, TX; Terry
Brim of Irving; stepson Stephen Toon of
Cincinnati, OH; daughters Maureen Landers of Grand
Prairie; and Coleen Oxley of Irving; 9 grandchildren
and 9 great-grandchildren.

The family received friends from Thursday at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. Graveside services
were held Dec. 2, 2005 at DFW National Cemetery.

Continuing The Tradition

For Over 49 Years........The Right
Choice

Church & Chapel Services !!!!! Local & Out-Of-
Town Services & Burials ! ! ! ! ! Memorial Services

! ! ! ! ! Cremation ! ! ! ! ! Memories Flowers

FUNERAL HOME

972-254-4242
707 N. MACARTHUR BLVD.  Irving TX 75061

THE BEN F. BROWN FAMILY & STAFF OFFER

MMMMMemoriaemoriaemoriaemoriaemorialllllBen F. BROWN’S

BEN BROWN
FOUNDER
1936-2000

Austin Rainey, Funeral Director

THE DEATH OF A SPOUSE

The death of a spouse is one of life’s more powerful events. For some surviving
spouses, time does little to lessen feelings of disbelief, bitterness, and loneliness. In
recent years, mental health experts have made strides in identifying and treating those
who have severe difficulties after the death of a spouse. With one new strategy, called
“traumatic grief treatments,” a therapist helps the bereaved spouse identify thoughts
or situations that trigger intense emotions, such as recollections of the death itself or
shared activities, and then develop practical ways to cope with them. According to one
study, this therapy significantly reduced acute grief symptoms, as well as anxiety and
depression, among patients who completed four months of weekly treatment.

The death of a spouse can elicit a range of strong emotions that well-meaning friends
are probably not equipped to deal with. A therapist may be helpful in this situation .
At DONNELLY’S COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME, we are sensitive to the needs of
those who grieve and strive to create a peaceful, respectful environment where family
and friends of the deceased can gather to bid farewell. Through our network with other
professionals we can also recommend therapists and grief counselors. Call us at 972-
579-1313 if we can assist you. We are located at 606 W. Airport Frwy.

“Sorrow is only one of the bass notes in the
oratorio of our blessedness.” A. Gordon
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For Rent: 3-2-2 WBFP
Great North Irving Area
$1200/mo plus deposit
817-279-3514

For Lease Office/
Warehouse
Small office park in central
Irving has office/warehouse
for lease. Warehouse has 20’
ceilings. Excellent for
electricians, plumbers or

service companies. Not
zoned for auto repairs or
retail businesses. $565.00
month: 12 month lease,
$350 deposit. Call 972-721-
1959.

Services
Dave’s Auto Repair
Quality Repair for American
made autos all makes and

IRMC Business Directory
.Antiques

We offer the lowest prices
with constantly changing
inventory on Antique
furniture, collec-tibles and
canine accessor-ies.214-
542-3950

Carrying furniture,
glassware, toys, crafts &
collectibles. 972-399-
8000

A/C Services
Call Charlie

The Keep It Running
Guy

972-254-1515
TACLB021232E

Residential + Light
Commercial+ Portables

Need Alterations
30 yrs in business, one day
or less service. Work
Guaranteed. 972-871-7976

Insurance
Bruce Stone Insurance
Agency- Insurance and
Financial Services 972-
986-8822

Lawn Care
Budget Lawn Service,
Mow, Weed Eat, Edge,
Blow Clean. $25.00 most
lawn. 10% discount for new
regular customers. Office
972-255-6325 Cell 972-
489-5195.

Full service grass cutting,
raking, bushes trimmed.
Most lawns $25 FREE
ESTIMATES
972-989-1145

Photography
Reasonable prices for your
own special event 469-855-
8076

Repair
All types of repair, electri-
cal, brick, fences and paint-
ing. 38 yrs. exp., 30 yrs. in
Irving 214-908-3113.

Carpentry, painting, misc.
repairs. Handyman, odd
jobs. 214-277-1895  Jerry

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a classified
advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving
Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commitment to publish.
Publication of an advertisement does not create an obligation to continue publishing.  The
Irving Rambler reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads
promoting hate groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads, call 214-675-6493.

ADVERTISING PRICES

First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20
Bold, Caps, border $7.00

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Online $30 per mo.
In print Same as Classified

Quality custom home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2
car garage with more parking, patios
and porches. Seller pays closing costs
$195,950. 2628 Still Meadow Road,
Irving, 972-313-1611.

CUSTOM HOME
2 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 care garage, Tile/wood/

carpet flooring, fully landscaped, sprinklered. A
backyard paradise, 1/3 Acre, 110 East 7th St.

Irving, TX 75060 $169,000 Open House Sunday,

Nov. 6th, 11-2 p.m.

972-380-7859

DONATIONS
NEEDED

The Hurricane Commun-

ications Outreach Center is

in need of donations of

Money to pay it’s utilities,

unwrapped Toys, winter

coats, food and necessities

for distribution to the

evacuees still in the Irving

Community and for other

needy families.  Donations

can be dropped off at 2440

W. Irving Blvd, Suite

#170, Irving, Tx, 75061.

Call  972-313-2860 or 469-

544-7139 for pick-up or

information

Antiques &
Collectibles

FOR SALE-Hot Wheels
Collection-Treasure Hunts,
Final Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

Help Wanted
Experienced Hair Stylist
and/or
Barber, Lease stations
available,  Irving location,
Eddy 972-252-8443 or Cell
972-978-0425

Brown’s Memorial
Memories Flowers Shop
Floral Assistant, Deliveries,
Benefits. Call for Appt. 972-
254-2603

Sr. Analyst, IT - Req. Bach
degree or equiv. in Comp.
Sci. or Eng. plus 5 yrs.
directly related prof. exp.,
of which, at least 3 yrs. w/
OPM & ERP implementa-
tion. Fax/mail resume to
Joe Lenard, Mgr., IT,
NCH Corporation, 2727
Chemsearch Blvd., Irving,
TX 75062; Fax: 972-721-
6735. Refer to job 53.

Mowing
TRACTOR MOWING -
Fields, Lots, Acerage. 214-
373-6003

Real Estate
Rental Newly Remodeled
1/1 condo in Las Colinas.
24 hr. security, pools,
workout facility, free cable
and much more. Call 214-
914-7975 to find out more.

Remodeled home: 3bd 2
bath, 1500 sf. Large corner
lot. New 35 year roof. New
exterior & interior paint.
New gutters. New carpet.
New appliances and A/C.
1602 Fair Oaks, Irving, TX
75061. For Sale/Lease
$120,000 .00/1 ,100 .00
month. Contact George at
972-948-8312.

For Sale: Nothwest area -
Updated 3 bd/ 2 ba/ 2 la/ 2
gar, sprinkler system, alarm
$119,900. 972-255-6602 or
469-583-9978

Special Events
Our grounds feature
richly detailed land-
scaping, compli-mented
by fountains and garden
statues. We have a
variety of garden
ornaments that make our
facility ideal for your
wedding or special
occasion. 972-438-6686

Tax Services
Providing complete
income tax services.
electronic and paper
filing available. 972-445-
1243

Web Services
Web Designers and
Web Solutions Provid-
ers for the Serious
Business 877-513-0553

models 196 years of
excellent service and respect
for our customers. We will
be honored to have your
business. 972-579-7288

Handyman
Hauling, heating, painting,
fencing, elec, plumbing,
refinish cabinets, mobile
home rood repair and sealer

large or small jobs o.k. 40
years exp. 972-358-6377.

Education
Private Tutoring: K-Adult
reading, phonics, math En-
glish, GED, etc. Assist
Homeschool Experienced
and Highly Recommended
Carol Cunningham 972-
254-3032

Music Fun, Piano Lessons
Theory, Ear, Keyboard, Vio-
lin, includes group class, call
972-253-0501

Professional  Violin/Viola
teacher 18 years experience
Reasonable rates. Contact
Stephanie 817-673-7140

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS
$1.00 AND A DEED IS ALL YOU NEED

TO BECOME A HOMEOWNER
TODAY CALL

972-771-9070 IBI #34625

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS
MY BOYFRIEND SOLD MY JEW-

ELRY AND MY CAR. NOW I’M
SELLING THE HOUSE.

HURRY HELP ME.
972-771-9070 IBI #34625

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS
$750.00 TAKE OVER PAYMENTS

5 BR. 3 BATH ON 2 ACRES CADDO
MILLS AREA $89,900. $510.44 /
MONTH, 5.5%, 360 MONTHS

 972-771-9070 IBI #34625

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS
2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 16” X 60”,
213.00 PER MONTH, IF QUALIFIED,
9.9%, 180 MONTHS,

972-771-9070 IBI #34625

Montessori in home
provides good learning
experience with materials
designed to teach reading,
math, and writing for
children ages 21/2 to 6 yrs
old call 972-790-3340

Irving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler MarketcenterIrving Rambler Marketcenter

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis, Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Flo Dora Grigsby, age 81, of Irving, TX, passed
away on Monday, November 21, 2005.  She was
born on August 24, 1924 in Beaumont, TX to
William and Mattie Fagan.  Flo married Homer
Grigsby on April 5, 1945 in Denver, CO, he passed
away in February 1957.  She was a long time member
of The First United Methodist Church in Irving. 
Survivors include, daughter, Annie Laurie McSwain
and husband John of Irving, TX; sons, David Grigsby
of Amarillo, TX, Drury Grigsby and wife Linda of
Irving, TX; sister, Jan Willis and husband Fred of
Irving, TX; grandchildren, David Calhoun, Mark
Calhoun, Emily Grigsby, Sara Grigsby and Homer
Grigsby. A Funeral Service was held, Friday,
November 25, 2005 at the Frist United Methodist
Church in Irving.  Chism-Smith Funeral Home
handled the arrangements.

OMA LAWRENCE

ROBERT PRESTON ARMSTRONG
Robert Preston Armstrong of Irving born

March 9, 1920 in Everman, TX passed away
November 29, 2005 in Irving.

He served in the US Navy during WWII. After
returning from the service Robert and wife Juanita
purchased 460 acres of farm and ranch land near
Godley, TX where they lived until 1954 when they
purchased a home in Irving. He continued to work
on the ranch until his death. He was a member of
First Baptist Church in Irving.

Survived by wife Juanita Armstrong of Irving;
son Robert D. Armstrong of Dallas; daughter Sandra
Brotherton and husband Larry of Irving; brother
Burgess Armstrong of Cleburne, TX; 6 grandchildren
6 great-grandchildren and 1 great-great grandchild.

The family will receive friends on Friday at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. Graveside services
will be held at 11:00 a.m. Dec. 3 at Everman
Cemetery in Everman with Rev. Chuck Stevenson
officiating.

MILDRED J. BREWER

Oma Lawrence,
95, passed away on
November 29, 2005 at
Ashford Hall Nursing
Home in Irving. 

She was born on
June 26, 1910 in Edom,
TX. Mrs. Lawrence had
been a resident of Irving
since 1928, was a
seamstress for many
years and a longtime

member of First Baptist Church. 
She was preceded in death by her husband,

Billie Lawrence. She is survived by her son, Billy
Lawrence and daughter, Sandy Tiffee both of Irving,
two granddaughters, Shere Avrett of Whitewright,
TX and Jamie Perry of Arlington, TX, and five
great grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held Dec. 1 at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens. Rev. Chuck Stevenson
officiated. Funeral arrangements conducted under
the direction of Calvary Funeral Home.

Mildred J. Brewer
of Irving born
September 30, 1920 in
Dallas passed
away November 30,
2005 in Irving.

She was a member
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church of
Irving. She worked as a
Realtor.

She is survived by brothers Charles M.
McKinney, Jr. of Irving; Oscar L. McKinney of
Dallas; sisters Betty J. Larson of Houston and Margie
N. Molhusen of Dallas and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Family will receive friends from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday at Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home. Funeral
services will be held at 1:00 p.m. Dec. 5 at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Irving. Interment to
follow at Sardis Cemetery in Sardis, TX.
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

“Ask singers to sing, and you can’t get them
to start; don’t ask them to sing, and you can’t
get them to stop.” That sounds like a pretty
modern observation, don’t you think? You
might be surprised to learn, then, that it’s
Horace — a Roman poet of the first century
B.C. — to whom that bon mot is attributed.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the modern word
“nepotism” comes from the ancient Latin
word for “nephew.”

 Actor Bill Murray was at one time a pre-med
student.

 It’s well-known that disputes over wedding
ceremonies and celebrations can become
emotional and heated. Some people take it to
extremes, though; consider Florica Ifrimie.
The Romanian woman and her fiance
couldn’t agree on a menu for the wedding
feast. Florica evidently couldn’t endure not
getting her way, so she committed suicide.

 In the Middle Ages, many people thought
the way to get rid of a hangover was to eat
bitter almond paste on eels. The record
doesn’t indicate why.

Those who conduct surveys on the subject
report that the No. 1 phobia suffered by
Americans is the fear of public speaking.

When compiling lists of the best and/or most
influential presidents the United States,
Abraham Lincoln consistently is ranked at
the top. It’s interesting to note, though, that
before 1860, the year he was elected
president, Lincoln’s only experience in
national politics was the single term he served
as a congressional representative. He had
made two bids for a Senate seat, but was
defeated both times. In some newspapers he
was called “a third-rate Western lawyer.”

The brain uses about one-quarter of the
oxygen in the human body.

 “In theory there is no difference between
theory and practice. In practice there is.” —
Yogi Berra

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Answers for 11-24-2005
Answers for 11-24-2005

Super Crossword



Sponsored by:
The Pigeon Hole,

Ray & Betty Yarbrough,
DJS International,

Kalkomey Enterprises,
Venture Encoding,

Porter’s Army & Navy,
David & Susan Holcombe,

The Kammerers, Barbara Holton

24 Hours of Blues Benefit

The Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, Texas 75060

972-259-4912
www.pigeonholeirving.com

The Pigeon Hole

Saturday December 3rd
Sunday December 4th

A Charity Fundraising Event Benefitting
Our Children’s Center at Irving &
DFW Humane Society of Irving

Begins at 6 p.m.
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By Brynne Sissom
Leland Hallet continues his holiday

tradition of “wrapped light sculptures” and
invites the public to drive by his home at 608
West 16th Street.

“There are 12-13 kids on the block who
really enjoy the lights. I do it for my
customers and friends who come by to see
it,” Hallet said. “I was inspired by my aunt
who had lots of lights. When I was old
enough to do it myself, I began. I’ve been
doing it about 10 years.”

Over the years, friends in the city have
donated the many wooden sculptures and
figures, which he then wraps with lights.
Hallet has two sets of Santas with sleigh and
reindeer, and decorates the whole front yard
and both sides of his home too. According
to Hallet, there 100 lights on each string, and
about 20,000 lights in his display.

“I am needing a Navity scene with all
the characters, but I want wooden versions
of the characters, so they go with my other
pieces. I have elves and toys. One of my

Resident to light up his neighborhood for Christmas
Santa’s is bigger than life. He’s eight feet
tall,” Hallet said.

“If the display isn’t on during your first
trip, please swing by again. It’s worth the
trip. It’s something you’ll tell your friends
about. I wrap lights all around, so whether
you approach from Vilbig or Hilltop, you’ll
get a great view. My icicles are custom-made.

You can’t buy them! Some are six feet long,”
he said.

Continuing through Jan. 6, Hallet’s light
show is lit from dark until 9 p.m. on weekdays
and from dark until 11-12 a.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays. Leland Hallet is available to
wrap your trees and yard too. If you have
any questions or comments, please call him
at 972-254-2843.

The Irving Hospital District
Neighborhood Association (IHDNA)
recently elected new board officers.

Marian Guthery is the Chairman and
Mark Murray is the Vice-Chairman. Re-elected

Neighborhood association elects new board membersNeighborhood association elects new board membersNeighborhood association elects new board membersNeighborhood association elects new board membersNeighborhood association elects new board members
as Secretary and Treasurer were Sue
Cicherski and Joe Matelich respectively. Jan
Bemis will serve as Immediate Past Chairman.
New officers will begin their term on Jan. 1,
2006.

The Ballet Ensemble of Texas will
presentation its annual of “The Nutcracker”
in the Irving Arts Center on Dec. 3 and 4.

Under the direction of former
professional dancers Lisa Slagle Nicholson

Christmas’Christmas’Christmas’Christmas’Christmas’ fa fa fa fa favorite ballet comes to Irvorite ballet comes to Irvorite ballet comes to Irvorite ballet comes to Irvorite ballet comes to Irvingvingvingvingving
and Thomas Nicholson, this full production
at a reasonable cost features the Ballet
Ensemble dancers, professional guest artists
from the Bruce Wood Dance Company, and
students from the Ballet Academy of Texas.

Decorating his home for Christmas,
Leland  Hallet  makes certain Rudolf has a
very shiny nose.

Dancing one of the worlds most famous ballets, Hannah and Tye of the Ballet Ensemble of
Texas bring Christmas’ magic to the stage.


