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visits with Father Christmas, and a
concert by the Hunt Family Fid-
dlers.

Over time the event has gained
popularity as families include it in
their yearly holiday plans. Perhaps

By Jess Paniszczyn
Crowds filled the Irving Arts

Center during the 16th annual Holi-
day Open House event on Dec. 5.
The Celtic themed evening featured
live performances, Irish art projects,

the most impressive aspect of the
recent open house was the number
of people who participated in the
activities.

“The Arts Center is thrilled by
the record crowds and positive com-
munity response we received dur-
ing this year’s Holiday Open
House,” said Richard Huff, Execu-
tive Director, Irving Arts Center.
“The Celtic Christmas theme was a
hit, and we had participants from
across the Metroplex in attendance.

“The Hunt Family Fiddlers
concert was especially impressive.
We had a line of 85 people waiting

to enter the theater after the con-
cert began, and fortunately we were
able to accommodate everyone by
the end of the night. In addition to
this year’s concert, we’ve had a few
other standout performances. The
Ollimpaxqui Ballet Company in 2001
and the Massenkoff Russian Folk
Festival in 2006 both brought in full
capacity crowds for the Holiday
Open House performance.”

A variety of activities, good
humor and free cookies made this
year’s lines seem shorter.

“It was our biggest crowd that
we have had in many, many years,”

said Jennifer Wilson the Art
Center’s public relations specialist.
“I think people came out because
of the theme. Everyone under-
stands Celtic. A lot of people iden-
tify with the Irish culture.

“By 6:15 every room that you
walked into was absolutely packed.
We had a line waiting outside to
ride the train. There was a line wait-
ing to see Santa Claus. There were
people participating in the art
projects. There were people partici-
pating with the community groups
and their projects. There were

Arts Center’s tradition kicks off holidays

gifts to the shelters.
“The Allstate Foundation and

the Jason Witten’s SCORE Foun-
dation partner throughout Texas to
put together male mentoring pro-
grams in six shelters around the
state,” said Janemarie Clark,
Allstate Foundation Manager.
“Two of those shelters are here to-
night. Brighter Tomorrows, which
is in the Irving, Grand Prairie area,
and we have Safe Haven, which
serves Arlington and Ft. Worth.
They brought their residents here,
so we could have a big Christmas
celebration for them.

“We know the holidays are
one of the most traumatic times for
families when domestic violence is
an issue. The pressures of the holi-
days and economic stress can cause
violence to escalate in their homes.
Shelters are overwhelmed with need
during this holiday. Hotline calls
triple, and shelter beds are full.

“I think going to a shelter is a
scary time for the moms, but I think
it is more scary and confusing for
the kids. They have to leave be-
hind their toys, their beds, their
dogs, cats and fish bowls, their
friends, and their schools. These
families are often fleeing for their
lives. Having a new present, a new
toy is something extra cool for
these kids.”

Throughout the evening, the
volunteers seemed to be having as
much fun as the kids.

“We invited 82 families, and

By Jess Paniszczyn
Santa Claus, Christmas deco-

rations and a feast started the holi-
days for nearly 150 survivors of
domestic violence. Families, moms
and their children, living in two lo-
cal shelters gathered at Allstate’s
Texas Regional Campus in Irving
for an evening of hope and fun
Tuesday night.

The Allstate Foundation
joined Dallas Cowboy Jason
Witten’s SCORE Foundation and
Academy Sports + Outdoors to
provide these families a positive
holiday experience during a diffi-
cult time. Cort Furniture provided

Christmas comes early for
those who need it most

Jason’s number is 82. We also had
82 Allstate men here volunteering.
I asked them to donate their time to

Provided by Sarah White
A gift of $5 to the Irving Inter-

faith Clinic this holiday season can
help save a life. This clinic, which
currently is staffed by 20 volunteer
physicians from Irving, serves un-
insured residents by providing pri-
mary medical care to heal injury or
illness. Patients also receive criti-
cally important prescription assis-
tance to help them manage chronic
illnesses.

“Most of the patients we see
are hard-working people, but their
jobs often do not offer health in-
surance,” said Irving Interfaith

Clinic Executive Director Lilly
Juarez. “In the last month, however,
we’ve clearly seen an increase in
the number of people who have lost
their jobs.” The clinic has provided
care for adults since 2006; thanks
to grants from the Belmont Foun-
dation and the Carl B. and Florence
E. King Foundation, the agency be-
gan seeing children in 2008.

Irving Interfaith Clinic, which
is funded primarily through gifts to
the Irving Healthcare Foundation
(IHF) from individuals, corpora-
tions and local churches, currently
is open in the evenings and on

Interfaith Clinic challenges
Irving to ‘Give Five, Save Lives’

weekends. Patients must qualify for
help based on financial need and
they must show proof of Irving resi-
dency to receive care.

“Most of the clinic’s funding
support comes from donors in our
city. The folks who contribute tell
me they are glad to know their gifts
are used specifically to help their
neighbors in need,” John Drake,
IHF president said.

IHF has developed a “Give
Five, Save Lives” fund drive that
asks people to consider gifts of $5.
Each $5 given will help a person

Santa:Santa:Santa:Santa:Santa: Comes to to Comes to to Comes to to Comes to to Comes to townwnwnwnwn

Trading in his sleigh and reindeer for a day, Santa Claus makes his
annual grand entrance into Irving riding in a red convertible during
the City of Irving’s Holiday Extravaganza Parade.

See CELTIC, Page 5

See MIRED, Page 7

See INTERFAITH, Page 9
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Community Calendar

POLICE & FIRE

Auto Theft – Pursuit:
12-08-08 at 12:03 a.m.
The complainant con-
tacted IPD in regards
to his 2005 Chevy

Silverado truck being started and
driven away from his home in the
2500 block of Fairbrook Street. Of-
ficer Phillips located the stolen ve-
hicle eastbound on SH 183 at the
East city limits. A pursuit ensued
which ended at Chalk Hill and Davis
in Dallas. There were no injuries or
damage to city property. The
complainant’s vehicle was recov-
ered and the suspect was appre-
hended after a short foot chase.

Bank Robbery: 12-05-08 at 5:55 p.m.
Officers were dispatched to a bank
robbery at the Washington Mutual
Bank, 8585 N. MacArthur. The sus-
pect left with an unknown amount
of money. CID and ID responded
to the scene as well as the FBI.

Pedestrian Accident: 12-05-08 at
6:10 p.m.  The victim was crossing
the street, not at a crosswalk in the
2500 block of N. Story. She was
wearing dark clothing and using a

walker. The victim was struck by a
van in the northbound right lane of
Story. The driver stated that he did
not see the victim crossing the
street. There were several wit-
nesses to the accident. Hit & Run
and ID responded to the scene.

Possible Exposure: 12-05-08 at 7:05
p.m.  An officer recovered a used
syringe with a red liquid (possibly
blood) inside of it on Northgate
Drive. It is unknown who the sy-
ringe belongs too. Once at the
North Station, he removed the cap
and emptied the syringe in the park-
ing lot. As he replaced the cap over
the needle, he stuck his right thumb
with the needle. It is unknown what
was in the syringe. The officer went
to Baylor Irving Hospital.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-10-08 at
10:00 p.m.  The victim was ap-
proached while in the parking lot of
the El Morocco Apartments by the
suspects. They threaten the victim
with knives, assaulted him and took
his wallet and keys. Officers
searched the area, but suspects
eluded capture.

Irving Fire Department responded to 293 incidents.
The Fire incidents

102 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
    6 Structure Fires
    0 Special Operations
   2   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
  13 Major Accidents
  77 Major Medical
  12 Heart Attacks
  27 Difficulty Breathing
  35 Trauma Related
  19 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Dec. 4 - 10 2008

Comments:
12-09: Ambulances went into overload once.

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5
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and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to bring
a lifetime of love

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

and happiness into your home!!

December 13 from 9am- 4pm
Annual Craft Fair
Join the Class of 2009 for the 4th
Annual Craft Fair at The Academy
of Irving ISD 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.,
4601 N. MacArthur Blvd., Irving
972-258-5300. There will be lots of
shopping, a silent auction, and
Santa Claus. Come and have your
child’s picture taken with Santa.

December 13 at 2pm
Irving Chautauqua
Enjoy a holiday performance by
Cast of Bronze, a Dallas handbell
ensemble directed by Christopher
T. Nabors, as the Irving Chautauqua
series continues at 2 p.m. at the

Central Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.
Call 972-721-2606.

December 14 at 10:30am
Handel’s “Messiah”
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 211 W. Third in the down-
town/historic area, will present
Handel’s “Messiah” performed by
the Chancel Choir and full orches-
tra. The program will begin at 10:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary.

December 16 from 8:30- 3:30pm
Free Well-Child and Immunization
Clinic
Baylor Medical Center at Irving is
sponsoring a well child and immu-

nization clinic along with the Dal-
las County Department of Health
and Human Services and Northgate
United Methodist Church, from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Northgate
United Methodist Church, 3700 W.
Northgate Dr. in Irving. Well-child
exams for children ages birth to
four years-old and immunizations
for children ages birth to 18 years-
old, will be provided from 8:30 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m. Immunizations only,
will be given from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Immunization records must be pro-
vided for each child. The free ser-
vices of this clinic are available to
residents of Irving only. For more
information call 972-579-4095.

December 18 from 10:30-11:30am
Holiday Party
Northwest Park Recreation Center
Holiday Party children ages 3-6
construct a holiday craft, receive a
coloring book and snacks, and visit
with Santa from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Children must be accompanied by
a parent or guardian. Registration
is $5 per child and must be com-
pleted prior to Dec. 13.

December 18 from noon - 1pm
Bereavement Luncheon
Eunice Gick, a registered nurse and
director of Creative Memories, will
speak on “With the Help of a Pen:
Remembering Loved Ones” at the

bereavement luncheon hosted by
the Visiting Nurse Association from
noon to 1 p.m. at the Church of the
Incarnation on 3966 McKinney
Avenue in Dallas.  There is no cost
to attend, but reservations are re-
quested and can be made by call-
ing 214-689-2633.

Clarion Associates will present its
Phase 1 Draft Diagnosis and As-
sessment Report to the Zoning
Advisory Committee on Dec. 17.
The document summarizes the
consultant’s findings related to the
city’s current set of development
ordinances, and includes an out-
line for the layout and structuring
of the new ordinance. This work
program is being undertaken to ad-
dress Irving’s current development
regulations, which are outdated
and no longer responsive to cur-
rent development trends. New ini-
tiatives include mixed-use and tran-
sit-oriented development, transit
villages and the need for “speed to
market” on projects. 

A new neighborhood association
was formed on Dec. 2 with the as-
sistance of the Corporate Commu-
nications Department. North Aus-
tin Heights Neighborhood Asso-
ciation includes approximately 200
homes, and is bounded by
Grauwyler Road to Union Bower
Road and French Street to Nursery
Road. A total of 59 neighborhood
and homeowners associations are
registered with the city.

Nine Irving businesses have been
recognized by the SMU Caruth In-
stitute for Entrepreneurship with its
Dallas 100 Award, which identifies
and honors the 100 fastest-grow-
ing privately held companies in the
Metroplex. To qualify for the Dal-
las 100, a company must meet a
number of criteria based on its le-
gal status, location, sales history,
credit report and character. The Irv-
ing-based companies making the
list and their ranking are: (9)
True.com, (19) Driver Pipeline, (42)
Enkitec, (45) Paperless Transaction
Corporation, (51) Optimal Solutions
Integration, (62) AVIDwireless, (65)
Buchanan Associates, (71) The
Expo Group, and (85) Signal Metal
Industries. The Dallas 100 was cre-
ated to honor entrepreneurs who
build their own businesses and cre-
ate jobs.

Clarion Clarion Clarion Clarion Clarion AssociatesAssociatesAssociatesAssociatesAssociates
BREIFS

New NeighborhoodNew NeighborhoodNew NeighborhoodNew NeighborhoodNew Neighborhood
Association formedAssociation formedAssociation formedAssociation formedAssociation formed

Irving Businesses
Honored by SMU

Colonvega being conducted by
their agency. Pablo Colonvega, was
an Irving Police officer who had
been on military leave since May
17, 2007. Hired by Irving on May 9,
2005, he was assigned to the Patrol
Division until he was ordered to
active duty with the United States
Army. His military leave was ex-
tended on April 30, 2008, and he

Fort Worth Homicide Investigation

Officer Colonvega

It is with deep sor-
row and regret that the
Irving Police Depart-
ment reports the follow-
ing information.

On Dec. 7, 2008, the
Irving Police Depart-
ment was contacted by
the Fort Worth Police
regarding an investiga-
tion into the deaths of
Pablo and Makasha

was on active duty sta-
tus at the time this trag-
edy occurred.

While Officer
Colonvega served with
the Irving Police Depart-
ment he received two
commendations, one
for his actions during
the arrest of in-
progress-burglary sus-
pects and the second

for his action during the arrest of
theft suspects.

The news of Sunday’s events
has brought great sadness for such
a tragic and senseless loss. The Po-
lice Department’s most sincere
thoughts and sympathy go out to
the families of the Colonvegas, and
the Police Department asks that
you keep them in your prayers.



December 11, 2008 www.irvingrambler.comPage 4 The Irving Rambler

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St, Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30am Sanctuary
6:30pm Chapel

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between MacArthur

& Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

North Irving Church of Christ
727 Metker St. Irving, Texas 75062

972.252.9981
Sundays Bible Study - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
210 E. 6th Street, Irving 75060

972.579.0911
www.fccirving.org

Sundays
Bible Study for all ages - 9:30am

Traditional Worship - 10:45am

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
4034 W. Pioneer Drive

Irving, Texas 75061
972.790.8828

www.pdbcirving.com
Sundays Traditional Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Sun. School 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Berean Memorial Church
1000 E. Sixth Street, Irving 75060

972.438.1440
www.bereanmemorialchurch.org

Sun. 10:45am 6:30pm
Sun. School 9:30 am

Word of God Christian Fellowship
Meeting at Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd., Irving 75061
Fellowship Center

FH 103
214.404.1899

www.wordofgodchristianfellowship.com
Sundays 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m.

Disciples of Christ

Church of Christ

Independent Bible

Southern Baptist

United Methodist

Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7pm

jody nichols - pastor

Message This Sunday “Christmas...Comfort or Curse”

Sunday Worship 11am & 6 pm

Sunday Evening 6 pm “It’s ChristmasTime Songs” from
“Silent Night to Chestnuts Roasting On an Open Fire” featuring

vocalist & worship leader kathy nichols

address: 525 North Sowers Rd
Irving, Tx. 75161

972-253-5021
http://www.faithtemplecares.com/

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 am

Faith Temple Baptist Church
525 North Sowers Rd

Irving, TX 75061
972.253.5021

www.faithtemplecares.com
Sunday Worship 11a.m. & 6 p.m.

Bible Study All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study / Prayer Time 7 p.m.

Independent Bible

WORSHIP

Hi Irving!
    I have had
many tell me they
have missed my
column. I even
had someone tell
me I was loafing.
I had to laugh, on

the contrary, October and Novem-
ber were extra, extra busy for me, a
wonderful busy time for our family,
did I say busy? Okay now you
know. I hope your Thanksgiving
was wonderfully blessed, and now
I want to be the first to wish you
the best Christmas ever. There are
so many rewarding gifts we can
give our selves during this special
time.

We can really focus on our
Lord Jesus, when we read and hear
‘’Jesus is the reason for the sea-
son’’ it is the absolute truth. In ad-
dition we can do many things to
bless those less fortunate in our
church and everywhere we can. We
can also attend programs that cel-
ebrate Christmas in our church as
well as around town. I am also look-
ing forward to reading Rick
Warren’s new book ‘’The Purpose
of Christmas’’ many people read his
book ‘’The Purpose Driven Life’’
what an impact that book had in
our lives. It is a must read from time
to time in my opinion. As always
the greatest book to read is our
Bible.

Isn’t it amazing to realize how
our savior came into this world. It
was an ordinary night, no festivi-
ties prepared, no parades, no deco-
rations, no ribbon cutting, not even
a meal prepared to celebrate. Yet
this was and is the greatest baby
born, without this birth where
would be going. I have heard my
pastor say ‘’when we go home...’’
yes we are here for a short while
our eternal home is forever, how
awesome is that. We are here to
prepare ourselves for that day when
we go home. It makes us think and
be aware of how we are living our
lives, what choices we make,
how we guard ourselves from those
things that are not part of what God

Editor’s Note
Margaret Lopez is an indepen-

dent writer for the Irving Rambler.
An Irving resident for more than 14
years, she and her husband have
been married for more than 42 years
and have four daughters and four
grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Margaret’s Corner
wants for his children. Anytime is a
good time to be more aware and
make positive Godly changes in our
lives, and right now during such a
great month, the time we celebrate
our savior Jesus birth makes it even
more meaning to us personally. He
was no ordinary man.

Praying to make a difference.
God Bless You.

The holidays are filled with
special decorations, seasonal
plants and festive food. But these
traditional symbols of the season
can be potentially dangerous to
pets. 

“A Christmas tree can seem like
a giant Jungle Gym for active cats
and dogs,” said Jonnie England,
Director of Animal Advocacy for
the Metroplex Animal Coalition.
“Climbing cats and dogs with wag-
ging tails can easily knock over a
tree, so it’s important to anchor it
securely and watch pets closely
when they’re around the tree.”

Pets should also be prevented
from drinking from the tree stand if
preservative chemicals, which can
be poisonous, have been added to
the water. 

“In addition,” England said,
“pine needles can be toxic if eaten
by your pet, so it’s important to

clean them up as they drop off the
tree.” 

Holiday ornaments are another
possible risk for pets.  

“Cats, especially, like to bat at
dangling ornaments,” she said. “If
broken, tiny pieces of glass and the
metal hooks are easily stepped on
or swallowed.” Breakable and heir-
loom ornaments should be on the
higher branches to protect both the
decorations and curious cats.

Tinsel, ribbons and garland are
also holiday hazards for pets. If in-
gested, they can become lodged in
the intestines, cause obstructions
and lead to surgery or death.  

Bright, twinkling lights and ex-
tension cords should be safely se-
cured or covered to discourage
chewing, which can lead to electric
shock or even electrocution. 

“Better yet, purchase pet-proof
extension cords, or spray with de-

terrent products such as Bitter
Apple or Chew Stop,” she said. 

Pets should also be kept away
from poinsettias, mistletoe and
holly.  If eaten, they can cause stom-
ach upset, and in the case of mistle-
toe berries, heart problems. 

The festive and fattening
foods that are traditional at this time
of year can be health hazards for
dogs and cats.

“No matter how much they beg
with those big, sad eyes, pets
should not be given ‘people food,’
Fatty foods, such as turkey skins
or gravy, can cause painful pancre-
atitis, which is serious and can lead
to hospitalization,” she said.   

Turkey and chicken bones can
tear or obstruct an animal’s intesti-
nal tract or get stuck in the throat.  

“Also watch the string that ties
up the turkey or roast, as well as
the little red ‘pop-up’ thermometers.
Dogs and cats often eat these tasty
treats, which can cause intestinal
blockage,” England said. Another
food risk is onions, which are toxic
and can destroy a dog’s red blood
cells, leading to anemia.  

Chocolate, especially baking
chocolate, is dangerous to dogs
and can even lead to death. It af-
fects the nervous system and can
damage the urinary system and
heart muscle. It also contains theo-
bromine, which can be especially
harmful to dogs if ingested in large
quantities.

Keep pets safe during the holidays
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HELP
WANTED

WORK
WANTED

White Amana Gas
Stove

214-675-6493

1987 Chevy truck
hood, left driver’s door,
right & left front fenders.

$15 each part. Call
Bob 972-255-6932

Part-Time
Dog wash attendant

972-252-7908 Groom
& Zomm Dog Wash

1716 John Smith Dr,
Irving

972-254-7200
4 bedroom,

huge family room,
sunroom and

workroom, large trees,
fenced yard, move-in

ready

FOR RENT-
Huge upstairs room,

Pvt. bath, Kitch. Priv.
All bills paid. $550/

month, $275 deposit.
Avail. 12/01/08. CALL

972 7903599

3/1/1 house for rent
123 Wanda Dr. $950/

month rent, $900
deposit

972-259-7000

4 Window A/C units,
about one year old.

Your choice $50 each
972-259-7000

FOR SALE-Hot
Wheels Collection-

Treasure Hunts, Final
Runs and many other
series 972-438-4522

Delivery / Courier
Computers, phone,

Irving/Metroples area.
Appointments only.

972-254-2603 Business
dress and excellent

driving record required.

ADVERTISING PRICES
Per line $1.20

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create
an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate
groups, or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail
addresses will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call 214-675-6493.

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

1989 Chevrolet 2500
PICKUP Silverado

Extended Cab, LOW
MILES 1 owner

$2500. 469-450-7218
LEGAL
NOTICE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR RENT

ITEMS
FOR FREE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

ITEMS
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

AUTO
FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

GARAGE
SALES

LOST
PETS

ANTIQUES
FOR SALE

APARTMENT
FOR SALE

WANTED
TO BUY

HELP
WANTED

ITEMS
FOR SALE

people in the Dupree Theater lis-
tening to the Choral and the Lamar
Middle School Choir. The house
was packed.

“People were also interested in
seeing the Hunt Family Fiddlers.
They are a family of nine including
seven kids. Kids love to watch kids
perform. The families in Irving re-
sponded well to us bringing in the
Hunt Family.

“We couldn’t have been hap-
pier. It was quite impressive having
that many people at the Arts Cen-
ter,” she said.

Over time, many area families
have come to see the Holliday
Open House as their traditional start
to the holidays.

“This is the 16th year we have
offered the Holiday Open House,
and it has gained a lot of momen-
tum,” said Marcie Inman, the Arts
Center’s director of exhibitions and
educational programs. “It is special
that we have a different theme ev-
ery year. It is not just holiday or
Christmas. We have a cultural
theme we incorporate. We involve
the schools and the PTAs. The
Holiday Open House has become a
traditional family event. It creates
excitement and fun to see a lot of
people, activity and smiling faces.”

One of the most anticipated ac-
tivities of the Holiday Open House
is the announcement of the winners
of the tree decorating contest. This
year’s competition featured 17 trees
decorated by local parent, teacher
groups.

T.J. Lee Elementary PTA took
top bragging rights by winning

Best in Show. With more than 200
people voting for their favorite tree,
T.J. Lee Elementary PTA also won
the Viewer’s Choice award. Lamar
Middle School PTA was awarded
1st Place. St. Luke Catholic School
Parent-Teacher Partnership won 2nd

Place, while Redeemer Montessori
School received 3rd place. The deco-
rated trees will be on display
through Dec. 31 in the Main Gal-
lery.

The Arts Center hosts Family
Funday and Greeting Card Work-
shop on Dec. 13, 20 from 2-4 p.m.
For more information, visit
www.irvingartscenter.com or call
972-252-7558.

Continued from page 1

Celtic Christmas proves popular at Arts Center

Bringing music to the people,
Sandy Hunt, a.k.a. Mama Hunt,

fiddles her way into the audience
during the Holiday Open House

concert.

Since October, the Strong Fa-
thers/Strong Families program has
been presented in 14 IISD elemen-
tary and prekindergarten schools
and attendance blossomed, aver-
aging more than 200 parents per
event.

According to Jose Villaseñor,
prekindergarten-12 parent/student
services program director, the
events are very successful with
parents and support the district’s
emphasis on family inclusion in
education.

Guest speaker J. Michael Hall,
Strong Fathers/Strong Families ex-
ecutive director, leads events that
take the form of Problem Solving
for Pops, Dad & Kid Strong Sci-
ence Night, or Building Strong
Readers Day. According to Strong
Fathers/Strong Families, the ulti-
mate goal is “to improve the educa-
tional environment in order that
men may become more involved in
the lives of their children.”

For information regarding the
complete Strong Fathers schedule
in IISD, and to learn more about the
program, access www.irvingisd.net/
ppage/StrongFathersFamilies.htm.
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SAVE 30% ON ANY ONE ITEM WITH THIS COUPON

Vitamins / Herbs / Weight Loss / Natural Foods / sports Nutrition

Celebrating 22 Years of serving Irving &
1 year anniversary at our new location

3401 W. Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 6:00
972-252-1900

(Target Shopping Ctr - N.E. corner of Beltline & 183
coupon good through date 12-31-2008

By Randall D. Chrisman
DART Board members awarded

the design-build contract for the
first two sections of the Irving cor-
ridor light rail project (Orange Line)
to the joint venture of Kiewit, Stacy
and Witbeck, Reyes, Parsons. The
approximately $430 million contract
is for design and construction of a
nine-mile, six-station rail line from
Bachman Station on the Green Line
in northwest Dallas to Belt Line Rd.
on the southern portion of DFW
Airport.

Funding for the project is in-
cluded in DART’s 20-year Finan-
cial Plan. Project design is sched-
uled to begin in January 2009 with
major construction getting under-
way in May. The first phase of the
project, from Bachman Station to
the Las Colinas Urban Center is
scheduled for completion in Decem-
ber 2011. The second phase, from

Las Colinas to Belt Line, is sched-
uled to open one year later. A third
section, from Belt Line to the DFW
Airport terminals, is scheduled to
open in December 2013. The con-
tract for that project was not part of
this solicitation and will be awarded
at a later date.

The contract award was based
on the recommendation of a review
team from DART and the city of Irv-
ing. Proposals were received in
October and Board briefings on the
contract began in late October. A
key to the success of the review
process was the ongoing dialogue
between our staff, community and
homeowner’s groups, and Irving
representatives.

“We’re pleased that the DART
Board is moving forward with the
design and construction contract
for the Orange Line project,” said
Irving Mayor Herbert A. Gears.

“We’re one step closer to making
this project a reality for the entire
North Texas region. Through the
partnership between DART and the
City of Irving, our vision of using
the design-build process will serve
as an example of how future rail
projects can be built on time and in
a cost-efficient manner.”

The team impressed DART
with the scope and depth of their
collective experiences in transit
projects. In fact, two of the joint
venture partners, Kiewit and Par-
sons, have worked on DART
projects. It was equally important
for the joint venture to share
DART’s commitment to disadvan-
taged, minority and women-owned
(D/M/WBE) businesses. DART
established a D/M/WBE goal of
39% and the team will ensure that
goal is met. Reyes, a joint venture
member, is a certified minority con-

Provided by Courtney Irwin
Great Wolf Resorts, Inc., North

America’s largest family of indoor
waterparks, and Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America recently an-
nounced a partnership making the
youth mentoring organization the
charity of choice for the Great Wolf
Lodge® brand resorts.

Executives from Great Wolf
Lodge and Big Brothers Big Sisters
of America were on hand to make
the announcement at one of the
company’s newest resort proper-
ties in Grapevine. Representatives
from Big Brothers Big Sisters of
North Texas, the largest agency in
North America serving more than
9,000 youth, recognized 10 pairs of
local Bigs and Littles during the
announcement ceremony.

“During these economic times,
nonprofits need our support more
than ever,” said Kim Schaefer, presi-
dent and chief operating officer of
Great Wolf Resorts. “To see the
smiling faces of children while they
enjoy the waterpark or the arcade
makes it all worthwhile, and we hope
that we can help Big Brothers and
Big Sisters share that with their
Littles across the country.”

Terms of the multi-year part-
nership between Great Wolf Lodge
and Big Brothers Big Sisters of
America include:

A nearly $1.7 million in-kind
sponsorship, including almost
7,000 complimentary one-night
stays for Bigs to enjoy with their
Littles (for pairs eligible for over-

night privileges in the 10 domestic
Great Wolf Lodge cities only.)
Company-wide fundraising efforts,
with an annual fundraising goal of
$1 million.
Involvement of senior and execu-
tive management on local and na-
tional Big Brothers Big Sisters
boards of directors.

Company-wide incentives for
Great Wolf Lodge employees to
volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of America.

“We’re thrilled to partner with
Great Wolf Lodge, and we look for-
ward to being able to serve more
children because of the financial
and in-kind support from Great Wolf
Lodge,” said Nick Booth, Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of America vice
president of philanthropy. “Both of
our organizations focus on the fam-
ily, and emphasize making lasting
impressions on young people. Part-
ners like Great Wolf give our Bigs a
chance to provide the Littles with
new experiences that they may oth-
erwise not have.”

“We looked at the resources
we could offer at our 10 U.S. prop-
erties,” Schaefer said. “At Great
Wolf Lodge, we realized our ameni-
ties and our employees could offer
real benefits to Bigs and Littles
across the country.”

Since Thanksgiving weekend,
Great Wolf Lodges across the coun-
try have included local Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters agencies in their an-
nual Snowland holiday celebra-
tions.

dom Award is the highest recogni-
tion given by the U.S. Government
to employers for their outstanding
support of their employees who
serve in the National Guard and
Reserve.
 The 2009 recipients will be an-
nounced in the spring and honored
in Washington, D.C. at the 14th an-
nual Secretary of Defense Employer
Support Freedom Award ceremony
Sep. 17. Recipients of the 2008 Free-
dom Award met with President
George W. Bush and Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense Gordon England.
Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, Dr. David
Chu presented the awards at a cer-
emony attended by members of
Congress and senior government
and military officials.

Almost one-half of the U.S.
military is comprised of the National
Guard and Reserve. The Depart-
ment of Defense shares these citi-
zen warriors with their civilian em-
ployers, many of whom provide
significant support to their employ-
ees who serve in the National
Guard and Reserve. Honorees in
2008 ranged from a small family
owned transportation business in
Utah to large businesses including
Chrysler and Dominion Resources
to the City of Austin, a public sec-
tor employer. Past recipients of the
Freedom Award have provided full
salary, continuation of benefits,
care packages and even family sup-
port to employees fulfilling their
military obligation.

Design-build team selected for Orange Line to Irving
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tractor and has worked with Kiewit
on Chicago Transit Authority
projects.

The Orange Line, along with
the Blue Line extension to Rowlett,
is part of one of the nation’s most
aggressive rail expansion programs.
Leading off with the September
2009 opening of the first phase of
the Green Line connecting Victory
Station with Fair Park, the comple-
tion of the Green Line from Pleas-

ant Grove to Farmers Branch and
Carrollton in December 2010, and
the final Orange Line section to
DFW Airport, we’ll more than
double our 45-mile light rail system
in 2013. And that doesn’t even in-
clude the second rail line through
Downtown Dallas that is scheduled
to get underway in 2014 or the Blue
Line extension from Ledbetter Sta-
tion to UNT Dallas in 2018.

Provided by Victoria Shapiro
Employer Support of the

Guard and Reserve, a Department
of Defense agency, is continuing
the nomination season for the 2009
Secretary of Defense Employer
Support Freedom Award. 

National Guard and Reserve

members and their families are eli-
gible and encouraged to nominate
employers who have gone above
and beyond in their support of mili-
tary employees. Nominations will
be accepted at www.FreedomAwa
rd.mil until Jan. 19. The Secretary
of Defense Employer Support Free-
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serve food and push bikes around.
They just overwhelmed me with
how excited they were to come help
the kids, talk to the moms and make
this a special night for the families.”
Ms. Clark said.

“It was so much fun to see their
faces, especially when Santa was
announcing the bikes. The kids’
faces just lit up, and they were run-
ning. It was so exciting to see. That
was much more rewarding than I
would have guessed.

“So many of these kids and
even the moms are more excited to
see Santa Claus than Jason Witten.
Our bigger kids and all those boys
out there are just thrilled to see their
Dallas Cowboy superhero.”

Joleen the mother of two little
boys watched as her sons in-
spected every detail of her older
boy’s new bicycle.

“This is awesome. It is really
great that they would go though all
this trouble for us,” Joleen said.
“They’ve had a fun night. They
needed this. He (her older son) has
been very angry for a while. It’s
good to see him excited about some-
thing.”

Ryan Altizer, co-director of the
SCORE Foundation, attended to the
details of the evening as Mr. Witten
signed autographs and spoke with
the kids.

“Jason started an important
outreach program through his foun-

dation fighting domestic violence,”
Mr. Altizer said. “It is a nice thing
to be able to give these families a
little bit of happiness in a year that
hasn’t been a very happy year for
them.

“I think through tonight that
these women and their kids can see
that people care. It has been a tough
year for them. Having an event like
this where they walk away with
some gifts and a good meal, they
walk away thinking that things are
not completely hopeless. They
know there are people out there who
care about them. It bodes well for
the new year.”

Ashley, the mother of five chil-
dren between the ages of 4 and 12,
said the evening meant a great deal
to her.

“I am really happy to see how
the cities have come together to
help people who have been through
a lot. Especially, to help them feel
better during the holidays by giv-
ing the kids bikes. Keeping the kids
happy helps me out,” Ashley said.

“It means a lot to me for them
to have received these gifts. It is
hard for them to ask me for some-
thing at this time of year, and I am
not able to give it to them. For them
to receive a present, is wonderful.

“Living in the shelter is not
hard on my kids, coming from the
situation that we come from. They
are safe and happy. They receive
counseling. There are activities to
keep their minds occupied and off
of the domestic situation we come
from.”

Ashley shared some advice for
other women who feel trapped in a
bad domestic situation.

“If anyone is going through a
domestic violence situation, I know
that it is hard. Around the holidays,
you might want to stick around be-
cause you think it is easier. But it is
worse. I encourage anybody, if you
get a chance to leave, go before it
is too late,” she said.

Continued from page 1

Mired in adult problems,
children find an evening of joy

Youngsters hold on to their newest possesions as they prepare to
listen to a reading of The Night Before Chirstmas.

Sharing their songs with others

The School for Performing Arts’ Childrens Choir entertains attendees of The Salvation Army’s Super
Lunch XVI. The annual lunch serves as a fundraiser to support The Salvation Army’s programs in Irving
including the School for Performing Arts.

Provided by Liberty Swift
While they may be too young

to directly impact the economy, for
students at Austin Middle School
the current environment is ex-
tremely relevant in their daily lives.
That is a feeling the chairman
of Junior Achievement of Dallas
Rich Crist is all too familiar with
when he walks into the Irving
school. Crist typically leads
Allstate Insurance Company’s re-
gional office in Irving as field vice
president. For the past several
weeks, his wife Cindy has been help-
ing him teach Economics for Suc-
cess to seventh and eighth grade
students. Many of whom have been
living through tough financial
strains long before the nation’s
economic turn.

“They bring a lot of reality into
the classroom through their real life
challenges,” Crist said. “They are
very aware of their family’s socio-

economic situation and are hungry
for information that will lead them
on the path to understanding credit,
money and overall economic suc-
cess.”

Crist has been volunteering his
time in classrooms for four years.
He believes the Junior Achieve-
ment (JA) curriculum is essential
learning for students, especially for
those on the cusp of graduation.
Financial literacy is one of the fun-
damental outcomes and JA helps
them go into the economy with a
solid understanding of how to man-
age their finances.

He hopes to inspire others to
volunteer to help prepare students
for the economic environment
many of them will soon inherit.
Through Junior Achievement’s cur-
riculum, these students are learn-
ing the basics on how to avoid the
missteps, such as foreclosures, that
many adults are currently grappling.

Students learn to
manage financial futures

Irving ISD schools will be
closed Dec. 22-31 and Jan. 1-2 in
observance of the winter break
holidays. Classes will resume
Jan. 5.

The IISD Administration
Building, located at 2621 W. Air-
port Freeway, will be open from

IISD winter break schedule
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. with limited staff-
ing on Dec. 22, 23, 29 and 31.
The Tax Office will be open from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. five days during
the IISD holidays: Dec.22, 23,
29, 30 and 31.

IISD will resume normal
business hours Jan.5.
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JEWELL MACE
Jewell Mace,
age 87, a resi-
dent of Irving
for more than 40
years, died Dec.
7, 2008 at home.

B o r n
Jan. 7, 1921 in
Cleveland, OK
to John F.

Webster and Alma Bell Bloomer
Webster, she was the last of five
children, her 3 brothers and 1 sister
preceded her in death. Jewell mar-
ried Raymond Alex Mace on Dec.
13, 1936 in Oklahoma. She was em-
ployed at Rockwell for 30 years and
was a member of Shepherd’s
Chapel.

Also preceding her in death are
her husband; son, Ray Gene Mace;
sons-in-law, Brent Eagleman and
Wylie Horne; and grandson, Lee
Horne. Survivors include her
daughters, Ginger Horne and
Loretta Eagleman, both of Irving;
grandchildren, Wendy Day, Joe
Day, Kim Campbell and Kay Ross;
great grandchildren, Ashley Day,
Jered Hoover, Amanda Campbell
and Dillon Ross.

A visitation was Dec. 9 before
the service at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel with Chap-

lain Gabriel Gonzalez officiating. In-
terment followed at Oak Grove Me-
morial Gardens in Irving.

IRENE BELL PEPPARD
Irene Bell
Peppard, of
Littleton, CO,
and formerly of
Irving, passed
away Dec. 2,
2008, encircled
by loving family
and friends.

She was born Nov. 5, 1924 in
Winona, TX to John and Lillie Bell.
One of seven children, she grew up
on the family farm and moved to
Irving after graduating from
Gladewater High School. After com-
pleting her nurse’s training in Hous-
ton, she married and traveled the
world as a military wife. She re-
turned to Texas in 1970 when her
husband retired from the Army.
Irene retired from John Peter Smith
Hospital in 1987 where she worked
as an RN for 15 years. Irene enjoyed
spending time with and talking
about her grandchildren.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter Deborah Peppard of Littleton;
son Jay Peppard and wife Jennifer
of Arlington; daughter Patricia
Peppard Roland and husband Ken
of Littleton; grandchildren Jason
and Justin Peppard of Arlington,
and Brittany, Shawn, and Eric
Roland of Littleton; sister Marvelle
Murrell of Irving; brother J.D. Bell
of Gladewater; very special friend
Faye Cantwell of Bedford; and
many loving nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held
Dec. 8 at Brown’s Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Sandra
Seamens officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at Oak Grove Memorial

Gardens. Memorial donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society.

NATHALIE J. OWEN
Nathalie J.
Owen, age 78, a
lifelong resident
of Irving, died
Dec. 4, 2008 in
Irving.

B o r n
Dec. 1, 1930 in
Findlay, OH,
she was pre-

ceded in death by her husband, Fred
Owen and brother, David
Longbrake.

Survived by her sons, Randy
Owen and wife Kimberly of Irving,
and Rock Owen and wife Barbara
of Tucson, Arizona; grandchildren,
Michael, Fred, Derek, Nick and
Reagan; and 8 great grandchildren.

A visitation was held Sunday
at the funeral home. Funeral service
was Dec. 8 at Donnelly’s Colonial
Funeral Home Chapel with Rev.
John Fletcher officiating.

MERLE DEAN CARTER
Merle Dean
Carter of Irving
passed away
Dec. 7, 2008 in
Irving.

He was
born on Oct. 16,
1947 in Ft. Madi-

son, IA. He was a U.S. Army Vet-
eran and later
worked as a carpenter.

He is survived by wife Linda
Carter of Irving; son Christopher
Carter of Euless; brothers James,
Tim, Richard, Roger, and Mark; sis-
ters Doris Roovart; Charlene
Russell and Myrna Melton.

By Rosa Gordon
Irving’s South MacArthur Church of Christ has a new

addition to its Memorial Garden thanks to the Eagle Service
Project of Troop 508 Eagle Scout Daniel Murphy. Murphy,
18, worked and supervised other Scouts and adults for the
weekend project of constructing an arbor with a bench to
match an existing structure nearby. A stone path was also
replaced between the two arbors along with brush removal
to enhance the memorial area.

Murphy is a senior at MacArthur High School. He earned
23 Merit Badges and is a member of the Order of the Arrow.

He served as Senior Patrol Leader along with various other
positions in Troop 508 chartered by Woodhaven Presbyte-
rian Church. Murphy has experience staffing at various
Webeloree Camps and as an Oakleaf troop guide. He was
also awarded the Camp Director’s Award at Camp Alexander
in Colorado.

Gerald and Kathy Murphy are the parents of Daniel who
plans to be a radio DJ in the future.

More than 800 young men earn the rank of Eagle Scout
every year in Circle Ten Council. For more information, con-
tact Norberto Diaz at nodiaz@bsamail.org.

Scout completes Eagle Service project
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Visitation was held Dec. 12 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

ARTHUR M. MAURER
Arthur M. Maurer Jr. of Concan,
TX, formerly of Irving passed away
Dec. 7, 2008 at his home in Concan.
He was born Feb. 23, 1932 in Pitts-
burgh, PA to Arthur and Ester
(Rouse) Maurer Sr.

He served in the Army during
the Korean Conflict, then went on
to serve in The National Guard. He
had 30 years of service with West-
ern Electric and many years in the
Knights of Columbus including Top
Membership Recruiter and past
Grand Knight of Council 5243 in Irv-
ing. He also had a long career as an
usher at Holy Family, St Francis, and
St Raymond’s Catholic Churches.

He was preceded in death by
his parents Arthur and Ester
Maurer Sr. and sister Marion
Maurer.

He is survived by his wife Betty
Maurer of Concan, children: Ann
Wolfe and husband Antone, Jan
Knox and husband Tommy and Max
Maurer all of Seguin. Grandchildren:
Chris Knox and wife Christie, Sam
Wolfe and Kevin Knox. Sisters:
Mary Catherine Hobin, Imelda
Maurer and Sara Broderick. Numer-
ous nieces, nephews and all the
beloved Boedekers and
McLaughins.

Rosary services were Dec. 10,
and Mass of Christian burial Dec.

11, at St. Raymond’s in Leakey, TX.
Fr. Ken Dakin will officiate.

In lieu of flowers donations
may be made to Hospice of Uvalde,
TX, Leakey Friends of the Library
or charity of your choice.

Services under the direction of
Nelson Funeral Home in Leakey.

Art was the 10th Grand Knight
of Irving Council 5243.

DAVID WESLEY McCLENNY
David Wesley McClenny, age 83,
of Sanger, TX, passed away on Dec.
4, 2008.

He was born on Oct. 14, 1925
in University Park, TX to Silas and
Susie (McGlamery) McClenny.
David married Patricia McDermott
on July 23, 1949 in Highland Park,
she survives. He served in the
United States Army during WWII
and attended SMU.

Survivors include, wife Patricia
 McClenny of Sanger; daughters,
Rosalind Sharpe and husband Mike
of Grand Prairie, Tina McClenny of
Sanger, Trudi McClendon and hus-
band Bill of Bonahm, TX, Paula
Grisham and husband Don of
Sanger; sons, Gary McClenny and
wife Terry of Irving, Mark
McClenny and wife Angie of Can-
ton, Brian McClenny of Fort Worth;
brothers, J.R. McClenny and wife
Bertha of Murfeesburo, TN, Ferrell
McClenny of Dallas; 20 grandchil-
dren, 6 great-grandchildren and
numerous nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Visitation was held Dec. 9. Fu-
neral services were Dec. 10 at the
funeral home with interment follow-
ing at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens
in Irving.

$85000 Two bedroom home , ready for you
This little home is just waiting for the right family. Perfect for a

single person or a newly married couple or a retired couple or a
parent with one child. Low maintenance. Low utility bills. Low
monthly payments with good credit. It can be as low as $720 a month
for principle and interest. It is in South Irving. It has two bedroom,
one bath with a detached one car garage. Another house that is the
same size and shape sold on the same street for $99,000. This house
is  shown by appointment only. If you don’t have a loan in place , I
have several referral sources that can provide a loan if necessary.
The owner will not be able to hold the note. The owner might con-
sider a lease purchase if the buyer is qualified for a loan. It would
lease for $950 a month while the loan is being completed 2 months
maximum lease. It is ready to be occupied TODAY!

This IS A GOOD DEAL! The address is 221 West 12th Street.
Drive by and take a look. Then . . . Call 972-259-7000

HOUSE FOR SALE

see a physician at the clinic.
“The staff at the clinic asks pa-

tients to make a voluntary dona-
tion of $5 when they see a doctor at
the clinic. This donation helps
cover medical supplies, prescrip-
tion assistance for patients, and
monthly operating costs such as
rent. With more people out of work
and unable to give this $5, we
hoped that the people of Irving

might consider gifts to help,” Drake
said. Gifts are tax deductible and
can be made securely online at
www.irvinghealthcare.org or by call-
ing 972-579-4390.

Drake further explained that if
IHF can raise $75,000 in gifts and
pledges through the “Give Five,
Save Lives” effort, the clinic can
then hire a part-time physician to
begin seeing more patients.

“Patients in 2008 already have
made more than 1,000 visits to the
clinic on its current evening-and-
weekend schedule, but we know we
can serve thousands more if we
could open in the daytime a couple
of days each week,” he said.

Doctors provide primary medi-
cal care to clinic patients, helping
treat infections and other urgent
concerns. However, they also see a
great deal of patients with diabe-
tes, heart disease, high blood pres-
sure and respiratory problems such
as asthma.

“What is really wonderful is
that we can help people who have
chronic medical problems by be-
coming a medical ‘home’ for them,”
Juarez said. The clinic’s staff sched-
ule follow-up appointments and
help patients enroll in free or low-
cost prescription assistance pro-
grams offered by pharmaceutical

companies.
“Many people who don’t have

insurance find that their only re-
source when they feel bad is to go
to the hospital emergency room.
We’re trying to help these patients
by giving them an excellent medi-
cal alternative to hospital ERs,”
Juarez said.

In addition to medical care, vol-
unteer dentists can offer cleanings
and fillings or tooth extractions.

“For many of our patients, it’s
either the first time ever or the first
time in years they’ve seen a den-
tist. When their tooth pain is re-

lieved, it is like they have a new
lease on life,” Juarez said.

Concerned Irving citizens es-
tablished IHF in 1977 to coordinate
fundraising for all of Irving’s non-
profit medical agencies. IHF’s ben-
eficiaries include Baylor Medical
Center at Irving, Our Children’s
House at Irving, and Irving Inter-
faith Clinic. More information about
Irving Interfaith Clinic and IHF is
available at
www.irvinghealthcare.org. Gifts to
the “Give Five, Save Lives” drive
can be made securely at that site or
by calling 972-579-4390.

Continued from page 1

Interfaith Clinic becomes medical home to patients
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Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES* FULLY RESTRICTED

# Day The Earth Stood Still
PG13

11:50    1:00    2:20    4:00    4:50
6:50    7:20    9:20    9:50

Delgo    PG
11:50    2:15    4:40    6:55    9:10

Nothing Like The Holidays
PG13

12:15    2:45    5:10    7:35
10:05

Punisher War Zone    R
7:25    9:55

Four Christmases    PG13
12:25    1:00    2:40    3:20    4:55
5:35    7:10    8:00    9:25    10:15

Australia    PG13
1:45    5:30    9:00

Transporter 3    PG13
1:50    4:15    6:45    9:15

Twilight    PG13
1:05        4:10    7:00    9:45

Bolt    PG
11:55    2:10    4:35    7:15

9:40
Quantum of Solace    PG13

12:00    2:25    4:50    7:30
10:00

Madagascar 2    PG
12:30    2:50    5:05
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Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA)
and hosts the weekly syndicated
Indie Rock Radio Show Spin 180.
Plus with his wife Cindy they do a
weekly radio feature, The Mungles
on Movies. For additional reviews
and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The Irv-
ing Rambler, the publisher, editor,
or any staff member.

Mungles
on Movies

 “thought I was finished” ballots.
Doubt is written and directed

by John Patrick Shanley who also
wrote the Pulitzer Prize winning play
of the same name. Shanley does a
fabulous job of keeping it true to
its stage roots without sacrificing
the big screen necessities. The
sounds and settings reflect the tone
of the characters and the period of
the story very well. It moves like a
play, smoothly and simply, allow-
ing the dialogue to be the meat and
muscle. Doubt is set at St. Nicho-
las, a Catholic school and church
in 1964, the Bronx NY. The head

priest, Father Brendan Flynn (Philip
Seymour Hoffman), is trying to run
his parish with love and compas-
sion; an element that seems out of
line by one of the head nuns, Sister
Aloysius Beauvier (Meryl Streep).
When she suspects Father Flynn
of abusing one of the schools only
young black boys it becomes a
battle of morality, authority and
emotion.

Doubt proves, unquestion-
ably, that the key to any films suc-
cess is writing and the ability of the
main actors to make the writing live
and breath. Take away one of those
elements and you have possibly a
decent film at best. When the two
come together in perfection, you
have a stellar film that wins awards
and makes people step back and
ask why can’t all films be this good.
Amy Adams (Sister James) joins
Streep and Hoffman as a young nun
who teaches the children with a
naïve purity and heart. When she
gets caught up in the drama she
has to decide what constitutes truth
if there is no proof. Can what you
see be enough? Or do you need
faith either to believe or even faith
to deny. Adams is a preeminent little
actress who has the ability to step
it up when needed. June Bug was
no fluke and do not let her stream
of mindless comedies give you the
wrong impression. She completes
this triangle of perfect performances
that will possibly sweep many cat-
egory nominations.

There is a message too, many
to be exact, in the rapid release of
dialogue and conversations. Father
Flynn carries much of what is hap-
pening to him into his sermons. We
hear things about tolerance, doubt,
fears and faith. We see a man deal-
ing with all of this while trying to
teach those around him. The power
of gossip and ungrounded suspi-
cion is a cancerous force that un-
checked can cause remarkable de-
struction. There is certainly life and
death in the power of the tongue.
And a stray word sets fire like a
spark.

Doubt is rated PG-13 for the-
matic material. There is nothing re-
motely objectionable about this film
but those under 13 may get lost in
the dialogue and story. Like a well
acted stage play there isn’t much
visually to keep the attention of the
younger movie goer. It moves at a
nice clip and the superb writing and
performances are a must see for
anyone who calls themselves a film
fan. The question of Flynn’s inno-
cence or guilt stays long after the
final credits. This film is sure to
strike up discussion and opinion
among its viewers. Like an intelli-
gent cat and mouse game Flynn and
Beauvier battle to the end. And in

Title: Doubt
Rated: PG-13

If there was ever a question as
to whom the finest actress of the
last few decades is; Meryl Streep
has now removed all doubt. She
continues her habit of taking a role
that would be average for most and
escalating it to new heights of emo-
tion and character. In her latest film,
Doubt, Streep pulls the rug out from
any other actress who thought
they had a shot at this years Oscar
award. There simply is nun better.
In fact this film should make award
voters go back and revise their

There are nun better than Streep:
No doubt about it

most cases where suspicion rules,
there are no winners. I give Doubt
4.5 out of 5 Christmas carols.

Provided by Paul Schattenberg
”Operation Homelink™, an all-

volunteer, non-profit organization,
in collaboration with the Raytheon
Company and Operation: Military
Kids-Texas, presented 125 refur-
bished computers to the families of
the Texas and Oklahoma National
Guard, Air Force, Army and Navy
Reserve units in and around the 

 Dallas/Fort Worth area.
Most service members have

access to e-mail while deployed at
remote outposts, including sites
throughout Iraq and Afghanistan,
the situation is often different for
their families back home. Troops
rely on correspondence from fam-
ily members during demanding de-
ployments, but the families of many

junior enlisted members are often
not able to afford computers and
must rely on conventional mail or
expensive phone calls to stay in
touch. Operation Homelink strives
to link American service members
deployed overseas with their fami-
lies through e-mail communication
by reutilizing refurbished comput-
ers donated by sponsors such as

Raytheon.
“My husband switched his

shift on Christmas Day so that he’ll
be able to watch our kids open their
presents on Christmas morning on
a webcam” said Tobie Somers,
whose husband Christopher, an Air
Force Support Senior Airman, is de-
ployed in Korea until December
2009. This great program will allow

my kids to see their Dad on Christ-
mas morning and there is no better
gift than that”.  

“Raytheon has been a tremen-
dously supportive partner in our
effort to connect our deserving mili-
tary families with their loved one
serving overseas,” said Dan Shan-
non, founder and president of Op-
eration Homelink. “With this dona-
tion, Raytheon has joined with Op-
eration Homelink to provide com-
puters to over 400 military families.”

Kristy Moyers husband Chad,
a Corporal is deployed with  the
HHB 1-158th of the Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard, said the computer is
most important for her five and six
year old sons.

“It is more than just talking on
the computer. Talking and seeing
their dad on the computer makes
them feel more comfortable because
they can know that he is safe,”
Kristy said.

Operation Homelink is looking
for corporations to donate their re-
tired computers. Operation
Homelink accepts donations of
qualified used laptop computers in
minimum amounts 50 with the mini-
mum technology specifications:
Pentium III/ 1.2 GHz processor. 

Operation Homelink,Operation Homelink,Operation Homelink,Operation Homelink,Operation Homelink, Ra Ra Ra Ra Raytheon proytheon proytheon proytheon proytheon provide earvide earvide earvide earvide early present to militarly present to militarly present to militarly present to militarly present to military familiesy familiesy familiesy familiesy families




