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RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50cThought for the week:

“He who has not Christ-
mas in his heart will 
never find it under a 
tree.”  ~Roy L. Smith
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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Flight after flight arrived at 
DFW Airport filled with parents and 
their children. With each arrival the 
volunteers including Santa Claus, 
Mrs. Claus, a number of elves, 
cowboys, and even the American 
Airline Eagle gathered with great 
enthusiasm to welcome everyone as 
they began their Snowball Express 
experience.
 “The Snowball Express is de-
signed to support the families of our 
fallen soldiers, who have given their 
lives in the fight against terror. We 
fly in a number of children and their 
surviving parents from all over the 
country and all over the world,” said 
Rick Kolster, the Snowball Express’ 
arrival and departure coordinator. 
 “We bring them in for four days 
of fun, relaxation and enjoyment. 
This year we will go to Six Flags and 
South Fork Ranch. The Mesquite 
Championship Rodeo is putting on a 
rodeo for us. They are also bringing 
in Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band. 
We put on all kinds of events. 
 “There is no charge to the fam-
ily. American Airlines has sponsored 
all of the flights. Everything is pretty 

much donated. All of this is given to 
us gratis in honor of these families 
that have given up a loved one, a 
father or a mother.” 
 A group of active military 
personnel were also present to help 
keep things moving smoothly.
 “This is an opportunity for our 
military brothers and sisters to help 
some of the families that have lost a 
military member. Even though that 
member has passed, their families 
will always be a part of the military 
family overall,” said Cap. Camille 
LaDrew with the 136th Airlift Main 
Texas International Guard out of 
NAS Ft. Worth.
 “We participated last year. 
When we received the call to help 
again this year, we were told the 
children and the families really 
appreciated seeing members in uni-
form, because it made them feel like 
they were home again.”
 Army Private First Class 
Norman Darling paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in Baghdad Iraq on April 
29, 2004. His wife, Amy Prince, 
and daughter were both treated to 
the Snowball Express.
 “The Snowball Express gives 

my daughter a chance to play with 
kids who are in the same situation 
she is,” said Ms. Prince. “There is no 
one else at the school whose dad’s 
life ended the way hers did. 
 “Tomorrow would have been 
his birthday. Every year we come on 
the trip his birthday falls within the 

week, and this helps us get through 
it. 
 “It is amazing. So many people 
care so much, but you don’t see it all 
the time. It’s sad you don’t see it all 
the time. However, people are out 
there and they do take their time to 
make us feel really welcomed.”

 From the moment Camryn 
Darling stepped off the plane, she 
was full of excitement and ready for 
fun.
 “There are so many people who 
are so happy to see us, and they are 

Families of  fallen heroes
take the Snowball Express

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Amid cookies, carols and 
Christmas Trees, the Irving Arts 
Center welcomed hundreds of 
visitors to its annual Holiday Open 
House. Following the event, a free 
performance of The Nutcracker was 
performed in Carpenter Hall in keep-
ing with this year’s theme, A Story 
Time Christmas.
 “I think it was our most heavily 
attended one to date,” said Marcie 
Inman, Director of Exhibitions for 
the Arts Center. “There were big 
crowds everywhere. The event was 
a really fun and festive way to start 
off the holiday season. The Holiday 

Open House is a great tradition, 
and we are excited to share it with 
the people of Irving. This was our 
18th annual Open House. It is fun to 
think that kids have literally grown 
up coming to this event.
 “We ordered and served over 
6,500 cookies. We increased the or-
der a little bit this year. The cookies 
were being consumed fast and furi-
ously, so we though it was probably 
time to add to the order. I’m happy 
to say, the cookies pretty much lasted 
until 7:30 p.m.
 “Santa was here posing with 
children for free pictures. There 
were jugglers strolling about enter-
taining people. We had a toy soldier 
stilt walker as well as various arts 
and crafts activities. People could 
make Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer 
ornaments, little storybook character 
pillows, decorate holiday greeting 
cards and create spin art. There 
was also a train driving through the 
sculpture garden, which was im-
mensely popular again this year. 
 “The Irving Chorale treated us 
to a wonderful concert in the Main 
Gallery. In the Dupree Theater, the 
Lamar Middle School Choir sang. 
The Lone Star Youth Orchestra 
presented a 30 minute concert. A 
University of Dallas faculty cham-
ber ensemble came and played as 
well.”
 The evening ended with a per-
formance of The Nutcracker to a full 
house of 700 viewers. 
 “We have a tradition of offer-

Irving Arts Center event 
rings in holiday season

By Alice Canham
 The man who heads up the 
Irving Corps of the Salvation Army 
is pleased. 
 “Very pleased!” said Major 
Mark Craddock. “We cannot say 
enough about the generosity of the 
Irving community.” This, after gifts 
to Super Lunch XVIII amounted to 
nearly $120,000, an increase from 
the previous year’s event.
 “Without this help, I’d have to 
say ‘no’ more often to people who 
come to the Salvation Army for 
help.”
 Craddock explains that pro-
ceeds from the annual luncheon, 
held Dec. 6 at Four Seasons Resort 
and Club Dallas at Las Colinas, 
are particularly welcome support 
for their programs serving families 
in crisis right here in Irving. 90 
percent of funds raised go to direct 
services.
 “The unmet need is much 
higher in the current economy,” said 
Craddock. The count of individuals 
seeking help during the Christmas 
holidays has already reached 817. 
 An estimated 400 guests at the 
Super Lunch learned more about the 
mission as they watched a touching 
video presentation, and they ap-
plauded a troupe of junior Folklorico 
dancers in colorful costumes as they 

Super Lunch XVIII raises 
funds for those in need

  They will love the Jefferson Street Bed and Breakfast Inn. 
Family & Friends coming?

512 S Jefferson St., Irving

www.IrvingBnB.com - 972-253-2000

Ready for adventure, Camryn Darling (10) is greeted by a host of volunteers as she arrives at DFW 
Airport to participate in the Snowball Express. 

A little one meets Santa Claus. 

The retiring chair of the Irving Salvation Army Corps Community 
Center’s Advisory Council, Dan Matkin, receives an award from Al 
Zapanta, the chair elect, during the Super Lunch XVIII. 

Photo by John Starkey

Photo by John Starkey

See CHILDREN, Page 7

See CROWDS, Page 4 See YOUNG, Page 8
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POLICE & FIRe

Irving Fire Department responded to 297 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    60  Miscellaneous Fire 
         and Rescue Calls
      2   Structure Fires
      2   Special Operations
      2   Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
106  Major Accidents
  65 Major Medical
  14  Heart Attacks
  21 Difficulty Breathing
  12 Trauma Related
  14 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary:  Dec. 3 - 8, 2010

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Rustic home 
Rustic home on large, scenic 
lot available at 1616 W. 7th 
St. Split bedrooms, large sun-
room overlooking a large back 
yard. Roof recently added. 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1819 
square feet. Must sell as family 
has outgrown this house

sALes PositioN
Positive, persistent, people person needed to build personal 
clientele list from local area.  No overnight or long distance travel.  
20-30 flexible hours/wk between M-F & 8-5.  Must be computer 
literate w/own transportation, cell phone and computer access.  
Experience in outside advertising sales a plus!  No income ceiling!  
Please send your resume to:
JeanaA@IrvingRambler.com

For sale: Beautiful antique 
table with 6 chairs. Must sell. 
Call 214 402 8000 to set up 
appointment to see.

FURNITURE
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

All Types Repair and Re-
modeling; indoor & exterior 

painting; G.E. Hedgecoke 38 
years experience, 35 years in 

Irving; 214.908.3113

HOME
REPAIR

Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself!

Work your own schedule from 
anywhere & earn Big $$.
Direct Sales - NOT MLM.  

Potential customers contact 
you. You are paid directly by 
customer. $1,000 min. profit 

each sale.
972-636-1144

LAKE FRONT
2 story, 4 BR, 2.5 bths, 

WBFP, frmls, lg. kit/brkfst  
20x30 gamerm $1795 

+$1500 dep; 972.871.9181

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

DISTRIBUTOR

Lady seeking employment 
as p/t child care worker and/
or light houseworker. Asking 
$7.00 Hr. Irving area. Please 
call Ida 972-254-8121 days. 

Thanks so much.

IN HOME 
CARE

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE
PuBLic Notice oF 

AuctioN oF suRPLus
PoRtABLe BuiLDiNGs

The Irving ISD, 2621 West Airport Freeway, Irving, Texas 
75062 is offering surplus portable buildings for sale by 
online auctions through Lone Star Auctio-neers, 4629 Mark 
IV Park-way, Fort Worth, Texas 76106. Website is at http://
www.lonestarauctioneers.com/ and will begin on December 
20, 2010. Build-ings may be viewed by contacting the office 
of Kelly Horn 972-600-5100 and arranging an ap-pointment. 
If buildings are not paid and/or removed as agreed by IISD 
and Lonestar Auctioneeers and the purchaser or as listed 
in the sale material, the award may be rescinded and the 
goods may remain property of Irving ISD and disposed of 
according to District Policy. Goods are sold as is and where 
is and no warranties express or implied apply. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice oF PuBLic heARiNGs
PRoPoseD ZoNiNG chANGes

citY oF iRViNG PLANNiNG AND ZoNiNG
commissioN AND citY couNciL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments 
to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning 
Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties de-scribed 
herein:
 
LocAtioN, DAtes & times oF PuBLic heAR-
iNGs:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
Planning & Zoning commission: December 20, 2010, 
7 p.m.
city council: January 13, 2011, 7 p.m.

ZoNiNG cAse Zc10-0048: Approximately 0.67 
acres at 100 W. Airport Freeway
The request is to rezone the property from C-OU-2 (Commercial 
Outdoor) to S-P-1 (Detailed Site Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood 
Commercial) district uses to allow office and retail develop-
ment.

ZoNiNG cAse Zc10-0052: Approximately 3.2 
acres at 515 s. macArthur Blvd.
The request is to rezone the property to S-P-2 (Generalized Site 
Plan) for C-N (Neighborhood Commercial) district uses to allow 
a variance to the separation requirements from the property line 
of a school for the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-premise 
consumption.
 
LocAtioN, DAtes & times oF PuBLic heAR-
iNGs:
City Council Chambers of City Hall, 825 West Irving Blvd., Irving, 
Texas
Planning & Zoning commission: January 3, 2011, 
7 p.m.
city council: January 13, 2011, 7 p.m.

ZoNiNG cAse Zc10-0051: Approximately 0.259 
acres at 855 W. John W. carpenter Freeway
The request is to rezone the property from S-P-1 (Detailed Site 
Plan) for R-AB (Restaurant with Alcoholic Beverages) uses to 
S-P-2 (Generalized Site Plan) for FWY (Freeway) and C-C (Com-
munity Commercial) district uses to remove alcoholic beverage 
sales as a permitted accessory use for the existing restaurant 
due to the operator’s failure to comply with the alcoholic bever-
age ordinance.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hear-
ings and express their opinions on the zoning change requests.  
Written response for the record may also be submitted to: city 
of irving – Planning and inspections Dept., 825 W. 
irving Blvd., irving, tX 75060.

The applications are on file for public review in the Planning and 
Inspections Department at the address listed above during normal 
business hours.  For additional information, please contact the 
Department at 972-721-2424.  Please reference the case number 
when requesting information.

This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible parking spaces 
are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive 
hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at (972) 721-2493 for as-
sistance.

Application has been made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit, a Mixed Beverage Late 
Hours Permit and a Beverage Cartage Per-
mit by SMG F&B Texas, Inc. d/b/a Irving 
Convention Center, to be located at 500 W. 
Las Colinas Blvd., in the City of Irving, in 
the County of Dallas, Texas. The officers 
of said corporation are Harold L. Westley, 
President; William L. Blaziek, Vice President; 
and John F. Burns, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.

LEGAL NOTICE

HELP
WANTED

cARRieR NeeDeD
Must be available Friday nights. 
Good driving record and must 
have licence and insurance 
972-870-1992

Aggravated Robbery: 12-03-10 
at 5:37 p.m.  Two males in masks 
dressed all in black entered the Bank 
of America. The suspects displayed 
firearms and demanded cash from 
the tellers. The suspects left in an 
unknown direction with an undeter-
mined amount of cash.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-03-10 
at 7:48 p.m.  A male entered the 
DFW Wireless Metro PCS store 
and provided the clerk a telephone 
number he wanted to make a pay-
ment on. When the clerk opened the 
cash drawer, the suspect displayed a 
handgun and demanded cash. He left 
in an unknown direction.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-05-10 
at 7:50 p.m.  A man and his sister 
were in the parking lot of Joan’s Car 
Wash when they were approached by 
a male displaying a knife demand-
ing cash. The victims complied, 
however, the sister was cut by the 
suspect’s knife when he grabbed 
her money with the same had he 
held the knife. The suspect left in a 
black Honda.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-05-10 
at 8:33 p.m.  The suspect entered 

the Valero station and said, “I have 
a knife. Open the register.” The 
victim/clerk complied with the sus-
pect’s instructions. The suspect then 
fled out the north door.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-05-10 
at 9:38 p.m.  A suspect entered the 
Texaco station displayed a knife and 
demanded cash from the victim/
attendant. A customer entered the 
station during the robbery apparently 
scaring the suspect who fled with 
no cash behind the business into the 
McDonalds parking lot.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-06-10 
at 2:30 a.m.  Two suspects entered 
the 7-11store. One suspect pointed 
a handgun at the victim /clerk and 
demanded cash. The clerk complied 
and was then forced to the back of 
the store. The suspects left on foot 
west bound on Shady Grove with 
cash and cigarettes. The suspects 
were not located.

Aggravated Robbery: 12-07-10 at 
4 p.m.  The two suspects entered the 
Family Dollar store with a weapon 
and demanded the money from the 
registers. The suspects fled on foot 
and left in an unknown vehicle.

By Jess Paniszczyn
 Approximately 300 students 
slept outdoors in the Irving Schools 
Stadium during Homeless for a 
Night held from 10 p.m. Dec. 3 
to 6 a.m. the next morning. The 
event was designed to give students 
a ‘homeless’ experience. Unlike 
members of the homeless popula-
tion, the students were watched 
over by teachers, volunteers and 
police officers. They also had food 
and warm clothes available if the 
students needed them.
 “We are having a homeless 
simulation,” said Sherry Martinez, 
Student Council Sponsor for Mac-
Arthur High School. “It is one night 
for them to get a taste of what it is 
like to have to sleep outside, get up 
the next day and try to get a job or 
go about normal activities. We are 
also bringing in speakers who can 
give them a little education about 
the homeless problem. There will be 
a question and answer panel, so the 
students will be able to ask questions 
and learn more. 
 “We have some service projects 
set up for the students to complete. 

They will be assembling toiletries 
to hand out to the homeless. In 
addition, we are collecting cloth-
ing tonight, so the students will be 
separating that and distributing it.
 “I hope this helps the kids to 
understand the problem a little bit 
more. A lot of times the perception 
is homeless people just don’t try 
hard enough. We want these students 
to realize that most people are one 
paycheck away from being home-
less, and it can happen to anyone.” 
 As a Street Outreach Case Man-
ager for Promise House, Benjamin 
Williams spends his days working 
with homeless youth.
 “My message for the young 
people tonight is to really take a look 
at their situation and have an open 
heart to the homeless population. 
Teens in the homeless population 
are not necessarily bad. Sometimes 
teens are running away from situ-
ations they have no control over. I 
have met kids whose parents are 
beating them. Some kids have a lot 
of mental and emotional issues, and 
they have trouble dealing with it. 
These kids are not just bad. There are 

a number of reasons a young person 
might be homeless.
 “I want the students who are 
here tonight to leave here with a little 
more compassion for the homeless. I 
also want them to realize where they 
are and to not put themselves in a 
position to become homeless. If they 
do find themselves homeless, I want 
them to know there are services out 
there to help put them back on the 
right track,” Mr. Williams said. 
 Jennifer Kurian, president of 
student council for Nimitz High 
School, was more than ready to go 
home when morning came.
 “I feel I definitely would not be 
able to do this every single night,” 
Jennifer said. “It is really tough 
waking up in the middle of the night 
and it is like freezing cold outside. 
Especially if you are homeless and 
alone without any friends or family 
with you, I’m not sure how people 
do it. It was really tough. 
 “I didn’t really prepare very 
well, because I only brought one 
blanket, which was probably a bad 
decision. Even if I had prepared 
more, I don’t know what I would 
have done to have myself anywhere 
near comfortable last night. 
 “When I woke up in the middle 

of the night feeling really cold, 
knowing that I would be going home 
in a couple of hours is definitely 
what kept me going,” she said. 
 Martha Garrera, a student at 
Irving High school, did not get any 
sleep during the event.
 “We really did get to see what 
it was like to sleep out in the cold. 
Even though it is not nearly the 
same as it would have been for a real 
homeless person. We did get a feel 
of what it is like. 

 “We didn’t sleep at all because 
of the cold. There were people 
everywhere, and we were really 
uncomfortable. We had people with 
us and homeless people are usually 
alone. We have blankets, and they 
might have only a jacket. So we 
have more than they do. We had time 
to plan for this. People don’t really 
have time to plan when they have 
to leave and take whatever they can 
carry,” Martha said. 

High school students try homelessness for a night

Students begin an evening outdoors in high spirits.
Photo by John Starkey
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Donations will be acknowledged by Irving Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Association (ICPAAA). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!
BEAU is always there for the citizens of Irving. Let’s be there for 
him! 
* See Laurie’s story on caringbridges.org/visit/lauriejones/journal/3

One of Irving’s Finest
needs your help

Long time Irving Police Officer Glenn “Beau” Jones’ 
wife is fighting cancer again. Beau’s wife, Laurie, has 
contracted cancer for the 3rd time. She has cancer in 
four areas of her body and is undergoing treatment 
with experimental drugs and procedures. The drugs and 
treatments are very expensive and many are not covered 
by insurance. Donations are requested to help offset the 
cost. Checks should be made payable to and mailed to:

LAURIE FUND
IRVING CITY EMPLOYEES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
GLENN JONES ACCOUNT
1408 W. PIONEER DRIVE

IRVING, TX  75061December 11 from 9 to 11am
Breakfast with Santa - The Irving 
Fire Department along with the 
support of the Irving Citizen’s Fire 
Academy Alumni Association will 
be hosting a “Breakfast with Santa 
and Irving Firefighters” to help 
support Blue Christmas from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. at Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church, 1714 N. Story Rd. Tickets 
will be $5.00 or a donation and will 
be available at the door or by con-
tacting Fire Administration at (972) 
721-2651. There will be great door 
prizes available and don’t forget to 
bring your camera. 

December 11 at 10:00am
Winter Graduation - North Lake 
College will hold its “Winter Gradu-
ation” at 10:00 a.m., in the Perfor-
mance Hall at the Central Campus. 
Approximately 50 graduates from 
North Lake’s Business Office Sup-
port Specialist (BOSS) program, 
Workforces Languages and GED 
Institute will participate in the cer-
emony. A reception will follow with 
light refreshments. The North Lake 
College Central Campus is located at 
5001 North MacArthur Boulevard, 
Irving.

December 11 at 10:50am
Holiday Wreath-laying - Dallas 
Fort Worth National Cemetery will 
host Wreaths Across America at 
10:50 a.m., a holiday wreath-laying 
ceremony to honor and remember 
our nation’s Veterans. The Civil Air 
Patrol, Veterans service organiza-
tions and citizens are coordinating 
the event to honor Veterans of each 
branch of the military, the Merchant 
Marine as well as Prisoners of War 
and those still Missing in Action 
(POW/MIA). The Dallas Fort Worth 
National Cemetery is located at 2000 
Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas.

December 11 at 2pm
Irving Chautauqua - Enjoy the 
melodious sounds of the Nikos Jazz 
Trio at 2 p.m. at the Irving Central 
Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd. The trio 
will treat listeners to festive swing, 
ballads, bossa nova and bebop mu-
sic. Free. For more information, call 
(972) 721-2606.

December 11 from 2-4pm
Family Funday - Create greeting 
cards with Irving Art Association, 
design story-book inspired art proj-
ects and snap a photo with Santa 
Claus in the Main Gallery 2-4 p.m. 
Free

December 11 from 2 to 4pm
Green Holiday Tips Class - Plan 
to attend a free workshop to learn 
about green holiday tips from 2 to 
4 p.m. at the Valley Ranch Library, 

401 Cimarron Trail. Attendees will 
lean how to minimize their holiday 
footprint by looking at purchasing 
habits, simplifying lifestyle choices 
and examining options for more eco-
friendly gift wrapping. To register, 
visit www.cityofirving.org/begreen 
and select “Educational Opportuni-
ties.” For more information, call 
(972) 742-2296. 

December 11 at 2:30pm
Puppet Show - Children of all ages 
are invited to enjoy a puppeteer’s 
presentation of the holiday clas-
sic, The Little Gingerbread Boy, at 
2:30 p.m. at the Northwest Branch 
Library, 2928 N. Belt Line Road. 
Children under 8 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. For more 
information, call (972) 721-2691.

 
December 11 at 8pm
Hollywood Holiday - Hollywood 
Holiday is the third concert event in 
the Irving Symphony Orchestra’s 
season of premieres 8 p.m. in the 
Carpenter Performance Hall. The 
annual holiday presentation features 
wide screen projections of classic 
holiday film clips accompanied by 
beloved holiday film scores. $36-50 
single tickets, (972) 252-2787 or 
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com for 
tickets

December 12 at 10:30am
Choir Cantata - First United Meth-
odist Church and Plymouth Park 
United Methodist Church invite you 
to their combined choir performance 
of a Cantata 10:30 a.m. at First 
United Methodist Church located 
in the downtown/historic district of 
Irving at 211 W. Third.

December 12 at 3:30pm
A Holiday Celebration - Revel in 
holiday cheer as New Philharmonic 
Orchestra performs Francis Osen-
towski’s Holiday Celebration at 
3:30 PM with additional selections 
by Corelli, Bizet, Mozart, Massenet 
and Tchaikovsky. $8-15, (972) 
252-2787 or www.IrvingArtsCenter.
com for tickets

December 12 at 3:30pm
New Holiday Music - North Lake 
College music professor and local 
composer Dr. Francis Osentowski 
will premiere new holiday music 
at the “Sundays at the Symphony” 
series of the New Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Irving on Sunday, De-
cember 12, at 3:30 p.m., at the Irving 
Art Center.

December 16 from noon to 1pm
Bereavement Luncheon - Norma 
Carter, author of “Without Warning: 
Successfully Coping with Sudden 

Loss,” will be the featured speaker at 
the bereavement luncheon hosted by 
the Visiting Nurse Association. Ms. 
Carter will be speaking on “Coping 
with the Holidays.” The luncheon is 
from noon to 1 p.m. at the Church of 
the Incarnation on 3966 McKinney 
Avenue in Dallas. There is no cost 
to attend the luncheon, but reserva-
tions are requested and can be made 
through Dec. 14 by calling (214) 
689-2633.

Local Food Drive  - Irving recre-
ation centers are partnering with 
Irving Cares in support of its annual 
canned food drive. Contributions 
will be collected through Dec. 15 at 
all recreation centers

Fire and Police Help Families - The 
North Texas community is invited to 
donate goods to the Blue Christmas 
toy drive. Through Dec. 22, police 
and fire personnel are collecting 
donations of new, unwrapped toys 
for children ages 1–16 (gifts for 
teens are most needed), as well as 
canned and box food items. Now 
in its 30th year, the program will 
help numerous families in need this 
holiday season. Irving officers and 
firefighters will make deliveries of 
donated goods to Irving families 
through Christmas Day. 
 Donations can be dropped off 
at the Criminal Justice Center, 305 
N. O’Connor Road; Police North 
Substation, 5992 Riverside Drive; 
Fire Administration Building, 845 
W. Irving Blvd., or at any Irving fire 
station listed below.
No. 1, 925 Chamberlain St. 
No. 2, 1306 N. Story Road 
No. 3, 1825 E. Grauwyler Road 
No. 4, 3303 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
No. 5, 2925 W. Shady Grove Road 
No. 6, 2801 Esters Road 
No. 7, 3303 W. Walnut Hill Lane 
No. 8, 650 E. Las Colinas Blvd. 
No. 9, 8101 Jetstar Drive 
No. 10, 415 Cimarron Trail 
No. 11, 6200 Love Drive 
For more information, call (972) 
721-2746.

December 17
5 PM – 8:30 PM

Games
Door Prizes

Holiday Treats

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
eVeRY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNeR

Party at Joe’s
Fun Friday for Christmas

Kids
bring your cameras for a 
photo with Santa Claus!

Provided by Britni Manry
 Five seniors at Uplift Educa-
tion’s North Hills Preparatory have 
been named as Semifinalists in the 
2011 National Merit® Scholarship 
Program. These students are Regi-
nald E. Du, Emily D. Le, Richard 
T. LeVan, Jarrod L. Milhorn, and 
Joachim J. Valdez. 
 High school students enter the 
National Merit Program by tak-
ing the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT). About 1.5 million 
students entered the 2011 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. The 

Semifinalists are the highest-scoring 
entrants in each state and represent 
less than 1 percent of each state’s 
high school seniors. They now 
qualify to continue in the competi-
tion for national Merit Finalist status 
and Scholarships to be awarded in 
the spring of 2011. 
 There are 96 seniors in North 
Hills Prep’s senior class. In addi-
tion to the five students named as 
semifinalists, the class includes 
seven students who were named as 
Commended Scholars: Sherin John, 
Keith Liu, Erica Myoung, Steven 
Riley, Aurmon Sororian, Nigil 

Thaimuriyl and Zachary Walters. 
Commended Students are named 
on the basis of a nationally applied 
Selection Index score that is below 
the level required for participants 
to be named Semifinalists in their 
respective states. 
 Addtionally, senior Valen-
tina DeFex has been selected as a 
2010-2011 National Hispanic Rec-
ognition Program (NHRP) Scholar. 
She was selected from a pool of 
more than 200,000 students who 
took the 2009 PSAT/NMSQT and 
identified themselves as Hispanic/
Latino.

Seniors named Semifinalists
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It is with mutual honor for all Five Funeral Homes in Irving to 
come together with our time, talents and compassion to honor 
those veterans laid to rest in Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

The staffs of Donnelly’s Colonial, Chapel of Roses, Calvary, 
Chism-Smith and Brown’s Memorial Funeral Homes welcome 
the public’s involvement with the first annual Wreaths Across 
America Project.

The public is welcomed and encouraged to join in this event 
by
 sponsoring a wreath,
 attending the Wreath Laying Ceremony to be held
  at 11:00AM, Saturday,  December 11th, 2010
  at the Cemetery
 and/or volunteering in the placement of wreaths
  following the program on graves of our veterans.

Wreaths are priced at $15.00 each and the gift is
tax deductable.  

To purchase a wreath, or to become a Small Business or
Corporate Sponsor of ten or more wreaths you may contact:

Oak Grove Memorial Gardens     972.579.1844
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home     972.254.4242

Calvary Funeral Home     972.579.7356
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home     972.554.1031

Chism-Smith Funeral Home     972.259.7644
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home     972.579.1313

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
Irving Project

v
v

v

& Cremation ServiCe

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only
Without Dental Insurance

Excludes Gum Disease

Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Seniors take 15% off
any other dental service

New Patient SpecialNew Patient Special
$49.00$49.00

in the Carpenter Performance Hall 
Lobby, so people who were unable 
to get in to see the performance 
were able to watch a live feed. There 
were quite a few people who stayed 
for a while to watch. We hate for 
anyone to be disappointed, so we 
tried to make it work the best way 
we could,” she said.
 One of the most anticipated 
events of the night is always the an-
nouncement of the winning Christ-
mas trees. 
 “Of course, the holiday exhibit 
included all of the beautiful trees, 
and the Irving ISD elementary art-
work was on display. This year we 
have 22 trees in the Main Gallery 
decorated by the Irving schools’ 
PTAs and PTOs. We also have our 
large 18 foot tree in the Carpenter 
Lobby.
 “We bring in people throughout 
the community to help us judge the 

trees decorated by the PTAs and 
PTOs. The viewer’s choice voting 
is still open. All patrons age 18 and 
older can come in and vote on their 
favorite tree through Dec. 19.”
 The winning trees are as fol-
lows:
Best of Show: T.J. Lee Elementary 

PTA
First place: Travis Middle School 
PTA
Second place: Brandenburg Elem. 
PTA
Third place: St. Luke Catholic 
School Parent Teacher Partnership.

ing a free performance at the end 
of the open house every year. The 
last few years we have had really 
good crowds, and we’ve had to turn 
people away from the free perfor-

mance. The Nutcracker is so well 
loved, and it is a Christmas classic. 
I think people were just excited to 
have the opportunity to see it and to 
bring their children to see it. 
 “This year we placed a monitor 

Continued from page 1

Crowds enjoy music, pageantry during Open House

The Arts Center’s Main Gallery is alive with holiday spirit.
Photo by John Starkey
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WORSHIP

st. stephen’s
Presbyterian church

1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061
972-259-8744

email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com
website:  www.ststephensirving.org

Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Church
Living Word Global church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

oak haven
united methodist church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday, December 19 

Cantata 10:45 am
Holiday Healing Service 7 pm

Friday, December 24
Spanish Worship Service 5 pm
English Worship Service 7 pm

Woodhaven Presbyterian 
church

3650 North O'Connor Road
Irving, Texas 75062

www.woodhavenpres.org
Rev. Michael L. Thompson

Sunday School 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

972.541.0747
Preschool & Parents Day Out

Tues. & Thurs. 9:00am- 2:00pm
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16

Presbyterian USA

United Methodist

First united
 methodist church 

211 W. Third 75060
In the heart of the downtown/historic

area of Irving 972-253-3531
Sunday morning 10:30 a.m.

in the Sanctuary 
Sunday evening 6:30 p.m.

in the Fellowship Hall
www.fumcirving.org

“FUMC Irving is the church where together 
in Christ generations worship, pray & play 

together and have for 102 years.”

Kirkwood united
methodist church

2232 W. 5th, Irving, TX 75060
972-254-4191

servicio de inspiracion 9:00a.m.
Worship service 10:45a.m.

www.kirkwoodumcirving.org

A Friendly Biker Church

www.hopeirving.org

Hope Fellowship
At the Pigeon Hole
132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

Services
Saturday 6:oopm

Sunday 8:45am & 10:45am

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

“I Am the Lord’s Servant”

United Methodist

Northgate united
methodist church

3700 W. Northgate, Irving, TX 75062
(972)252-8519 www.northgateumc.info

Worship Services:
8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Pastor: Margie Steele

 Brianna Hindman of Irving has 
been awarded a Dean’s Scholarship to 
attend Williams Baptist College. The 
scholarship is awarded to incoming 
WBC students based on their college 
entrance examination scores.
 Hindman is a senior at Irving 
High School. She is the daughter of 
Brian and Beth Hindman of Irving.
Source: Williams Baptist College

Hindman awarded  
WBC scholarship

 National Society of Hispanic 
MBAs (NSHMBA) and First Bap-
tist Church of Irving, partners in 
education with Singley Academy 
and Schulze Elementary School 
respectively, have been nominated 
for Crystal Awards by the Texas 
Association of Partners in Education 
(TAPE).
 NSHMBA was nominated in 
the Career Education category for 
the organization’s sponsorship of the 
College Summit at Singley Acad-
emy. First Baptist Church of Irving 
was nominated in the Academic 
Impact category for coordinating the 
development of the Schulze outdoor 

learning classroom. 
 According to TAPE, the nomi-
nation distinguishes partners as lead-
ers in developing innovative part-
nerships with community schools. 
This year TAPE had more than 50 
partnerships nominated. The TAPE 
award winners exemplify the high-
est commitment to the students 
attending public schools in Texas. 
Each award winner will be featured 
in the publication of Powerful Part-
nerships, 3rd Edition, sponsored by 
Chevron. This yearly guide is used 
as a capacity building resource by 
school districts, businesses, non-
profit organizations and community 

Partners nominated for awards
leaders throughout the country.
 Award recipients will be recog-
nized at the TAPE Awards Banquet 
Jan. 31 in Austin. The banquet is 
held as part of the TAPE 2011 Effec-
tive Education Partnerships Confer-
ence. 
Source: Irving ISD

 Officials of National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (nmsc) 
recently announced the names of 
more than 1,600 Black American 
high school seniors who have been 
designated Semifinalists in the 47th 
annual National Achievement Schol-
arship Program. These scholastically 
talented young men and women now 
have an opportunity to continue in 
the competition for approximately 
800 Achievement Scholarship® 
awards, worth more than $2.5 mil-
lion, to be offered next spring. 
 To be considered for a National 
Achievement Scholarship, Semifi-
nalists must fulfill several require-
ments to advance to the Finalist level 
of the competition. About 80 percent 
of the Semifinalists are expected to 
attain Finalist standing, and more 
than half of the Finalists will win an 
Achievement Scholarship award.

 The following Irving students 
are among the Semifinalists, George 
Adesanya and Joseph Tejan, students 
of Cistercian Preparatory School; 
Stephanie Akpunku, Theodore 
Beyene, Crystal Gomes and Jason E. 
Ikpatt, students of MacArthur High.
Source: National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation

Semifinalists named in 
scholarship program
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Put a Paw print in your heart
 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

I get my name, Manolo, from the 
classy shoe designer, because I am 
so classy! I am an exquisite 5 month 
old black and white female with the 
most beautiful fluffy tail. You just 
must come by and let me hypnotize 
you with my fantastic looks and 
personality.

Hi, I’m Maxi! At only about a year 
old, I was found abandoned with 6 
puppies. I’m very friendly, playful, 
good with kids and other pets! You 
should see me out in the shelter yard 
with my new friend, Garo. We run 
and play together. And no matter 
how much he slobbers on me, I 
never get upset which just proves 
my good nature. I would love to 
come home with you, even if you 
slobber too!

(972) 556 - 1172
www.CoSmetiCDentiStryofLaSCoLinaS.Com

Dr. Naik --- DFW’s Premiere Cosmetic Dentist
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry of Las Colinas

975 W. John Carpenter Fwy,  Ste 115, Irving, TX 75039

ZOOM
Whitening
$29900

New patients only
Expires 12/31/2010

Porcelain Veneers
Free Cosmetic Consultations

Don’t let your benefits expire!

0% Financing Available
CEREC One Hour Crowns

In Network for Most PPO Insurance Plans

to stay out of the papers, with no 
whiff of judicial ethics complaints 
against me or my Court. I did ac-
complish that,” Whitney said.
 As he reflects on his time in of-
fice, Whitney said he’s most proud 
of the work he did to intervene with 
young people in trouble.
 “The most challenging aspect 
of J.P. Court is dealing with truancy. 
When young people fail to attend 
class, that’s just gut-wrenching. But 
that is one type of case where we can 
play a meaningful part. If we can 
get those young people motivated 
to finish high school and get their 
diplomas, that’s life-changing. It’s 
been fulfilling to me personally, to 
have young people come back and 
express their gratitude. And I’ve 
heard from their parents, too.”
 Whitney shares a poignant 
example. “I remember one time, it 
was the grandfather who came to see 
me. He told me that it was the end of 
the road for them when his grandson 
appeared in my court. Now, he said, 
the boy has succeeded because we 
pushed him to stay in school. He 
succeeded because he appeared in 
my court.” 
 Young people must also appear 
before him to enter a guilty plea for 
possession of a controlled substance, 
he explains.
 “When minors see me, I can 
order some kind of public service 
as part of their conditions. I’ve often 
sent them to AA meetings, hoping 
that maybe it’s a way to turn them 
from alcohol use. I did have one 
young man who told me he never 
realized he had a problem until he 
had a light bulb go off at AA. One 
of the guys was telling his story of 
addiction, and this young man real-
ized, hey, that could be me. I could 
be on that same road. Now he goes 

to AA even though it’s no longer 
compulsory for his sentence.”
 And yes, a J. P. does perform 
weddings. Whitney remembers his 
first-ever proxy wedding.

“The bride was incarcerated but this 
couple just felt they had to get mar-
ried. I was a bit nervous about it… 
you wonder why she’s in jail, and 
what their story is, but if they’ve 
satisfied all the bureaucracy, you 
do it. Well, six months later I got a 
letter from that bride, telling me their 
story, and thanking me. 
 “It seems she had some drug 
issues that led to a falling out with 
her family, and they threw her out. 
She was distraught. She had actually 
climbed up on a bridge, ready to 
jump to her death, when this young 
man saw her, and talked her down. 
He got her to shelter, bought her 
some food and generally befriended 
her. As they grew closer, he encour-
aged her to make peace with her 
family, and to turn herself in. That 
was our groom, of course. So she 
took his advice, and served her time, 
and life has meaning for her now. It 
was so moving to read her letter,” 
said Whitney.
 “Truly, it’s been a wonderful 
twelve years,” he continues. “The 
J. P. Court is able to touch more 
lives than any other court entity in 
the community. What’s next? Well, I 
don’t know if I am the type who can 
actually retire. I’m sure I can still 
do something for the community. 
I moved here in 1963, married my 
wife Sharlene here in 1966 and I’ve 
lived on the same street since 1967. 
Irving has the population of a city, 
but the feel of a small town. It’s a 
real place, with real people; a play 
where you want to live and raise 
your family. So life is good. Life”, 
he smiles, “is peaceful.”

Judge creates peace from turmoil
By Alice Canham
 It was the fall of 1997 and the 
Justice of the Peace Court, Precinct 
4, Place 2 was anything but peaceful. 
With responsibility for much more 
than marriages (the J.P. Court also 
oversees issues of minors in posses-
sion of controlled substances and of 
truancy), the post was vacant after 
the sitting Judge was found to have 
committed judicial ethics violations. 
Dallas County would soon require a 
special election to fill the vacancy 
and rumors were swirling about who 
would run.
 Bob Whitney watched all of this 
with care. One of his close friends 
had previously retired from the post, 
and Whitney was intrigued by the 
prospect of running for this particu-
lar office. Recently listed in ‘Who’s 
Who in American Business’, he had 
been operating the Irving Vending 
Service for 28 years and dabbling 
in real estate. But he felt it might be 
time for a change, one that would 
allow him to impact young people.
 “I’d developed some medical 
issues after working in real estate. 
It can wear on you,” he said wryly. 
“And I thought maybe I could make 
a difference in the community from 
the bench. So despite the turmoil, I 
decided to run.”
 Turmoil indeed. Accusations 
of racism had been explored in the 
original ethics violation charges, and 
the notoriety only intensified from 
that point. Press coverage at the time 
made reference to the “shootout in 
Dallas County” after the departing 
Judge threatened to use his pistol 
on one of the six candidates in the 
field. 
 “I promised my constituents, 
and myself, that I would bring peace 
if I was elected,” said Whitney. “And 
I promised to sell my business, so 
that I could be a fulltime J. P.”
 He didn’t win outright in the 
March, 1998 election, but he did 
make the runoff. In April – victori-
ous – he asked for a delay so that 
he could make good on his promise 
to sell. He took office on July 1, 
1998.
 Fast-forward twelve years, and 
Judge Whitney is preparing to leave 
office, having failed to win re-elec-
tion in November 2010. A County 
once firmly Republican now votes 
more decidedly Democratic. With 
88,698 votes cast, Whitney garnered 
42,776 or just over 48 percent. Sup-
porters of opponent Katy Hubener 
gave her just under 52 percent and 
the victory.
 “I did what I set out to do, 
though. I think I did bring peace 
from the turmoil. And my goal was 

 A severe winter wildfire season 
is predicted for Texas, and officials 
say the public should be aware of the 
potential threat to their homes and 
businesses. 
 National Weather Service me-
teorologists and Texas Forest Service 
officials gathered in College Station 
this week to discuss current drought 
conditions and what that means for 
the possibility of winter fire out-
breaks.
 “This was an important meeting,” 
said Tom Spencer, Texas Forest Ser-
vice’s predictive services department 
head. “The work we accomplished 
will pay huge dividends to both 
agencies in improved coordination 
of services as we enter the upcoming 
winter fire season.”
 Over at least the next three 
months, conditions are predicted to 
remain dry, prompting Texas For-
est Service officials to prepare for 
response. 
 “This meeting reflects the out-
standing partnership between Texas 
Forest Service and the National 
Weather Service,” said Mark Stan-
ford, fire operations chief for Texas 
Forest Service. “Both agencies are 
clear about their priorities: First 
and foremost, protect the lives and 
property of the citizens of Texas from 
wildland fires.”
 This week’s gathering is just one 
step in the process of preparing for a 
busy wildfire season, officials said. 
 “We don’t get a whole lot of time 

to work shoulder to shoulder, and this 
is an opportunity for our partner agen-
cies to work together,” said Monte 
Oaks, fire weather program leader 
and forecaster with the National 
Weather Service in San Antonio.
 Greg Murdoch is one of fewer 
than 100 incident meteorologists 
in the country. That means he’s not 
only certified in fire weather forecast-
ing, but also is trained to work with 
incident management teams during 
an emergency. The Midland-based 
National Weather Service meteorolo-
gist said the current La Nina weather 
pattern is a cause for concern.
 Murdoch suggested residents 
should monitor weather predictions 
on the National Weather Service 
website and take precautions when 
winds are high, humidity is low and 
precipitation is scarce.
 “When you’re outside, take 
extreme precaution when using 
anything that could create a flame – 
things like tractors, lawn mowers,” he 
said. “People may be doing seemingly 
boring things around their house, but 
they need to use real common sense 
principles in terms of knowing what’s 
around your home.”
 And residents should pay atten-
tion to warnings and be prepared to 
evacuate in extreme conditions, he 
added.
 “Being proactive is going to be 
critical to saving life and property,” 
Murdoch said.
Source: Texas Forest Service

Officials brace for severe 
winter wildfire season

Provided by Michelle L. Releford
 Weather permitting, east and 
westbound State Highway (SH) 114 
mainlanes will be closed between 
Cistercian Road and Loop 12 begin-
ning at 5 a.m. Dec. 11 through 2 p.m. 
Dec. 12. This closure is necessary 
for two operations; to set beams on 
the Tom Braniff Road bridge and to 
demolish the northbound Loop 12 
frontage road bridge. Both bridges 
cross over SH 114.
 Eastbound traffic will be direct-
ed off the highway at the Cistercian 
Road exit, continue on the frontage 
road to the next entrance ramp just 
east of Loop 12. Westbound traffic 
will be directed off of the highway 

onto the frontage road east of Loop 
12 and will re-enter SH 114 at the 
next entrance at Cistercian Road. 
 These closures are necessary 
to ensure the safety of the traveling 
public and construction crews during 
these operations.
 This is part of the $224 million 
project to reconstruct the Loop 12/
SH 114 interchange.
 TxDOT encourages attention 
to all warning signs within the con-
struction work zone while crews 
work to complete this project as 
quickly and as safely as possible.
 For additional transportation 
information, visit www.txdot.gov.

Part of  SH 114 
closed this weekend
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OBITUARIES
mamie Lou

matheSon ConDer
Mamie Lou Matheson Conder, of 
Irving, died Wed., Dec. 1, 2010. She 
was born Nov. 24, 1928 in Quitman. 
Funeral services were held at 3 PM 
Sat., Dec. 4, 2010 at Oakview Bap-
tist Church. Burial followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens. Arrange-
ments made by Brown’s Memorial 
Funeral Home.  

Sonja Kay Beam
Sonja Kay Beam, 
68, of Irving, 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
D e c e m b e r  6 , 
2010 in Irving. 
She was born on 
April 28, 1942 
in Cisco, Texas. 
She is survived 

by husband of 47 years Art Beam of 
Irving; daughters Janna Weaver and 
husband Glenn of Southlake; Brenda 
Hammonds and husband Paul of 
Grand Prairie; Lori Anne Fitzger-
ald and husband Mike of Keller; 5 
grandchildren, Megan, Jarrod, Con-
nor, Aidan and Kaylyn; sister Stacey 
Williamson and husband Dave; and 
brother Rick Thackerson and Judy. 
The family received friends from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thursday, at the 
funeral home. Funeral services were 
held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, December 
10, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Interment fol-
lowed at Bluebonnet Hills Memorial 
Park in Colleyville. 

PatriCia heyDen
Patricia Heyden, age 73 of Irving, 
Texas passed away on December 
3, 2010. Services were held on De-

cember 7 at 11AM at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Irving. Interment 
followed at DFW National Cem-
etery. Arrangements by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home. 

eutha hiLL
Eutha Hill, 86, of Irving, died Thurs-
day, Dec 2, 2010 at Grand Prairie 
Healthcare Center. She was born 
Nov 17, 1924 in Farmington, AR. 
Friends were received at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home on Sun-
day. A graveside service was 11:00 
a.m. Monday, Dec 6 at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens in Irving. 

Betty SummerS
Betty Summers, loving mother and 
grandmother, passed away Wednes-
day, December 1, 2010. She was 
born March 8, 1931, and was a resi-
dent of Irving for 55 years. Services 
were held at 1 PM Saturday, Decem-
ber 4, 2010 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak 
Grove Memorial Gardens. 

Dorothy neva

Dugan tuLL
Dorothy Neva Dugan Tull passed 
on December 3, 2010 in Kemp, TX. 
She is survived by her husband of 
62 years, Wilbur Joe Tull. Visitation 
was Monday, December 6, 2010 at 
Restland Funeral Home. Services 
were Tuesday, December 7, 2010 at 
South MacArthur Church of Christ 
in Irving, TX at 11AM. Interment 
was at the DFW National Cemetery 
later that day. In lieu of flowers 
donations may be made in her name 
to Christ’s Haven for Children, 
4150 Keller Haslet Road Keller, 
TX 76248.

Mabel Zevallos, M.D.
Specializing in  Gastroenterology

Call to schedule
an appointment today!
972-253-4270

INTRODUCING

•  Top 10% in medical school at
 Universidad Nacional Mayor de
 San Marcos in Lima, Peru
•  Residency at Bronx Lebanon 
 Hospital Center in New York
•  Certified by American Board of 
 Internal Medicine in 
 Gastroenterology in 2005
•  Bilingual-Spanish and English

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Ste 325, Irving TX 75061

so nice to us,” Camryn said. “The 
plane ride was long, but you don’t 
know what they did for us. They 
gave us candy, breakfast, lunch and 
silly string.
 “Not many kids get the chance 
to meet people like them. So it is 
amazing to have this chance to be 
here right now. 
 “When I tell other kids a story 
about my dad, they don’t understand 
it. I don’t want to explain it to them, 
because it makes me sad.” 
 Marine Cap. Daniel McCollum 
lost his life while on active duty 
on Jan. 9, 2002. His wife and son 
participated in this year’s Snowball 
Express.
 “This is our fourth time coming 
to The Snowball Express events,” 
Jennifer McCollum said. “Every 
year it is an opportunity for us to 
gather with other families who know 
the path we walk, and know what it 
is like to miss our dad or our husband 
or our military loved ones.
 “It gives my son an opportunity 
to connect with other children. In 
their normal, every day school, they 
don’t have someone they can look 
to and say, ‘I’m like you’ or ‘You’re 
like me.’ When they come here, they 
can realize that they are not alone in 
missing their dad. 

 “I hope he realizes how much 
this country and the people who 
are great in this country want to say 
‘thank you’ to him. We may not hear 
that 360 days of the year. 
 “When my husband died, there 
were a bunch of people who said, 
‘We will never forget.’ There have 
been a lot of times when it has really 
felt like we were forgotten or my 
husband was forgotten. I think The 
Snowball Express shows us that he 
is not really forgotten.” 
 Despite the fact that eight year 
old Daniel has never served in the 
military, he has sacrificed for our 
country. 
 “My dad’s death changed me 
a lot even though I haven’t known 
him all my life,” Daniel said. “A lot 
of my friends have a dad, but in the 
end I realize how many people have 
lost a parent in the war.” 
 Unfortunately, there will be 
many more candidates for the Snow-
ball Express next year. 
 “We found out while we were 
helping here that a fallen soldier 
had come in on a different flight. 
We volunteered to go over and par-
ticipate as an honor guard. We were 
able to render honors to him as he 
was offloaded from the plane. It was 
quite a humbling experience,” Cap. 
LaDrew said. 

Continued from page 1

Children soldier on

By Steve Bills
 The holiday season is right 
around the corner. As families begin 
to plan festivities and coordinate 
travel arrangements, it is important to 
consider some fire safety tips that can 
help ensure a safe holiday with loved 
ones. 
 According to the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration, fires during the holidays 
claim the lives of more than 400 
Americans, injure 1,650 and cause 
more than $990 million in damages. 
In addition, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association notes that Christmas 
trees are involved in more than 400 
fires annually, which highlights the 
importance of safety practices during 
the upcoming holiday season. 
Christmas Trees
 Christmas trees provide a beauti-
ful focal point for many homes during 
the holidays, but can also pose a dan-
ger. It is important to select a tree that 
will help prevent fires from spreading 
rapidly throughout a residence. A lack 
of knowledge on how to correctly pick 
a Christmas tree and safely decorate 
your home can be costly and even 
harmful. 
 When picking a cut tree, make 
sure the needles are fresh, they should 

not easily break if the tree has just 
been cut. Bounce the tree trunk on the 
ground to check if it is a fresh tree. If 
too many needles fall to the ground, 
the tree is a potential fire hazard. If a 
flocked tree is your choice, make sure 
the flocking is fire retardant and non-
toxic.
 When placing a tree in your home 
or business, keep it away from heat 
sources such as fireplaces and heater 
vents, as the dry air from these sources 
will dry out the tree quicker. It is best 
to keep the Christmas tree for no more 
than two weeks, but you can extend the 
freshness of your tree by mounting the 
tree in a stand that can be filled with 
water. When the tree is ready to be dis-
posed of, take it to a recycling center 
or have it picked up by a service.
 When lighting your tree, make 
sure to use low wattage bulbs and 
decorations. These produce minimal 
heat and lessen the sources for an 
ignition. Never use candles or other 
flames on or around a tree. At bedtime 
or when leaving the tree unattended for 
extended periods of time, it is best to 
turn off the lights. 
 If you are going to display a tree 
for a long period, an artificial or metal-

lic tree is preferred, but make sure it is 
flame retardant to lessen the chances 
of a fire. 
Holiday Lights and Decorations
 While preparing to beat the neigh-
borhood competition with the best 
light display, it’s important to check 
the holiday lights each year. Before 
putting up lights, keep an eye out for 
loose wires, broken sockets or exces-
sive wear and tear. Never overload 
electrical outlets, and periodically 
touch the wires to check the tempera-
ture, they should not be warm.
 When selecting extension cords, 
pick the one designated for exterior 
use. These cords use heavier wiring 
and will be less likely to overheat. 
Avoid stringing lights and electrical 
cords through areas where water can 
collect and submerge the wiring.  

 When choosing holiday decora-
tions, ensure the label indicates that 
the decoration is nonflammable or 
flame retardant. Also, never dispose 
of wrapping paper in a fireplace as it 
may emit dangerous sparks and large 
embers. 
Candles
 The increased use of candles dur-
ing the holidays can pose a fire hazard. 
It is best to avoid lighting candles, but 
if they are lit, employ safety practices 
to keep your loved ones away from 
harm. 
 Make sure that candles are in 
stable holders and cannot be easily 
knocked down by pets or children. 
Never leave candles burning alone in 
a residence, and make sure candles are 
located within sight. 
 Keep candles away from com-

bustibles such as Christmas trees, 
curtains, clothing or decorations. 
Do not use candles in sleeping areas 
and extinguish them before going to 
sleep.
 The holiday season is a time to 
enjoy some quality time with your 
loved ones, but it’s also a great chance 
to educate your family on fire safety. 
Test your smoke alarms and review 
your home escape plan in case of an 
emergency. Most importantly, employ 
safety practices to ensure a safe and 
joyous holiday season for you and 
your loved ones.  
 Steve Bills is Senior Manager of 
Loss Prevention for Texas Mutual In-
surance Company. Austin-based Texas 
Mutual Insurance Company is the 
leading provider of workers’ compen-
sation insurance in Texas.

Don’t get burned during the holidays
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irving Amateur Radio club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 7:30 to 9 PM

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

irving AmBucs
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

evening Lions club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

circle i - square & Round
Dance club

2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

irving sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AmBucs
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

saturday singles
Lunch Bunch 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 

972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 iRViNG
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Buttons & Bows
square & Round Dance club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

toPs tX #58, irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Widowed Persons service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

CLUBS

irving Republican
Women’s club

October 11 at 7pm
IHOP Restaurant

Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

irving Retired school
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street  In an effort to provide children access to games, The Irving 

Rambler is accepting games to be donated to the Irving ISD, 
Irving’s Family Advocacy Center and the Children’s House at 
Baylor Irving. So check your closets and toy chests. If you or 
your children love a game, other children will love it as well. 
 The collection drive includes any games with some academic 
merit. We are hoping to receive everything from chess sets to 
Legos, building blocks to Operation, Scrabble to Monopoly and 
everything in between. There are literally thousands of games 

Gently used 
board games 

NEEDED

out there that can help develop a 
child’s self esteem, social 

skills, life skills, coordina-
tion and strategies. 

Please make sure all the 
pieces are included with 
the game. Remember if 
you would give a game to 
your children to play with, 
it is the type of game other 
children will benefit from 
having.
 Games can be dropped 
off at The Irving Rambler, 
625 S. Rogers, Irving, from 
10 a.m. till 4 p.m. As staff 
members are often in and 
out of the building, you 
may call 214-675-6493 to 
ensure someone is avail-
able to accept the games. 

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.  

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater

Chronicles of Narnia Voyage
of the DawnTreader In 3D

rang in the luncheon ceremonies. 
The smiling children were intro-
duced as students of the Salvation 
Army’s School for the Performing 
Arts, one component in an array of 
programs for youth in Irving. 
 Guests were also entertained 
by the ubiquitous Salvation Army 
Brass Band, but with a twist: the 
band members were conducted by a 
young student, also from the School 
for Performing Arts. And the young 
student in question, 13 year old 
Jessica Starkey of Lamar Middle 
School, was conducting a piece 
she had composed. She and gifted 
pianist Erick Melendez, a freshman 
at Irving Nimitz High School, were 
honored as “Youth of the Year”. 

 The group also heard impas-
sioned testimony from keynote 
speaker/Irving Mayor Herbert 
Gears, about his own experiences 
on the receiving end of help from 
the Salvation Army. 
 “I was raised by a single mother. 
We depended on help from others 
when I was growing up. For food to 

a freshman at Irving Nimitz High 
School, studies piano.
 “Erick in particular was excited 
about participating,” said Craddock. 
“His family couldn’t afford lessons 
and his opportunities were limited. 
But now, for a modest fee, he can 
study with a Master’s level instruc-
tor. We want to give young people 
ladders like this – ways to climb out 
of poverty. And hey, it’s up to the 
student to take advantage of it. They 
have to want it. But it’s there, as an 
expression of our belief in them, and 
proof that somebody cares about 
them.”
 It’s a theme he returns to of-
ten. 
 “Performing arts can literally 
give you a stage where you can learn 
teamwork and leadership skills. You 
learn that you can exceed your own 
expectations, in a supportive atmo-
sphere. 
 “We bring on college students 
who are majoring in performance or 
music education to gain experience 
as their teachers. We have standards 
for their arts abilities, but even more 
so, for their teaching and caring 
abilities. They have to regard this as 
a mission. And I’m looking for more 
volunteers, by the way especially 
anyone gifted in piano and percus-
sion,” he said.
 Most families learn about the 
program through word of mouth, 
although Craddock has begun a 
more disciplined effort in allying 
with nearby schools. 
 “I see our program as an en-
richment to the experience children 
might be getting in their school 
programs,” he said. “We seek to 

complement what they’re learning, 
and enhance their performance op-
portunities plus give them the op-
portunity to become better learners. 
If a child can come here, usually on 
foot by the way, and feel successful 
at their music, or art, or dance, they 
feel more like they can succeed at 
other things as well. They’re more 
confident people.”
 The students usually meet one 
night a week, and parent volunteers 
help with meal preparation and lo-
gistics. The schedule changes each 
term, based on the schedules of 
teachers who are participating. As 
a further performance opportunity, 
two recitals are held each year all 
for a fee of $5 weekly. 

 The program is dependent on 
donations from the public used pri-
marily for purchase of instruments 
and sheet music. However, Crad-
dock wouldn’t turn away guitars in 
good condition, and student-quality 
brass instruments will almost always 
prove irresistible. He encourages 
you to call 972-438-6553 for more 
information.
 And if you want to see the dif-
ference a band can make, stop by 
the DFW Christmas Concert. Stu-
dents in Salvation Army programs 
throughout the Metroplex will be 
performing at the Salvation Army 
District Headquarters, 6500 Harry 
Hines Blvd., on Dec. 12 at 6 p.m. 

By Alice Canham
 What’s the best way to keep a 
kid from going wrong? As Professor 
Harold Hill proclaimed in Music 
Man, it’s a BAND that’ll keep ‘em 
out of “TROUBLE, trouble, trouble, 
trouble.”
 Major Mark Craddock, Corps 
Officer of the Salvation Army’s 
Irving Corps might just be on board 
with that.
 “Our School for the Performing 
Arts, or SPA as it is lovingly known, 
is a big part of our youth program. 
It’s designed to give young people 
an introduction to the fine arts, es-
pecially brass instruments, piano, 

percussion, drama and dance. We 
want to get them hooked on a way 
to positively express themselves, 
without tagging the walls around 
Irving,” he said. “When I started 
playing an instrument and got in-
volved in music, it taught me a lot 
about what excites me, and gave me 
some motivation.”
 Two participants in SPA were 
honored as “Youth of the Year” at 
Super Lunch XVIII, held Dec. 6 to 
benefit the Salvation Army in Irving. 
Jessica Starkey, an eighth grader 
at Lamar Middle School, is a per-
cussionist and budding composer/
conductor, while Erick Melendez, 

Arts program helps youngsters develop skills

sustain our bodies, yes – but more 
important, food for the soul. Thanks 
to the Salvation Army programs, I 
knew that others cared about us. I 
experienced the power of their core 
values of passion, compassion with-
out discrimination, bravery, hope 
and trustworthiness,” Mayor Gears 
said. 

Continued from page 1

Young people featured at Super Lunch

Former Mayor Dan Matkin (rt) and Major Mark Craddock (lf) 
congratulate two students who have grown through The Salvation 
Army’s SPA program and received the Youth of the Year awards, 
Jessica Starkey and Erick Melendez. Photo by John Starkey

 There are two upcoming early 
release days for C-FB ISD students. 
These days are for exams. The days 
are Dec. 16 and 17. The early release 
schedule for exams is as follows:
High Schools will release at 10:35 
a.m. 
Middle Schools will release at 12 
noon. 
Elemenary Schools will release at 
12:45 p.m. 
Bea Salazar will release at 10:35 
a.m. 

 Mary Grimes will not release 
students on these two days.
 Buses for the schools will run 
according to the early release sched-
ule.
 C-FB ISD students will be 
out for the holidays from Dec. 20 
through Jan. 3. All teachers and other 
staff will return on Jan. 3. Classes for 
the second semester begin on Jan. 
4.

Source: CFB ISD

CFB winter break schedule
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¥ On Jan. 1, 45 B.C., New 
Year’s Day is celebrated on 
January 1 for the first time 
as the Julian calendar takes 
effect. In designing his new 
calendar, Roman ruler Julius 
Caesar enlisted the aid of 
Sosigenes, an Alexandrian 
astronomer, who calculated a 
year to be 365 and 1/4 days.

¥ On Dec. 29, 1890, the U.S. 
Cavalry kills 146 Sioux at 
Wounded Knee in South Da-
kota. The cavalry surrounded 
a band of Ghost Dancers and 
demanded they surrender 
their weapons. A brutal mas-
sacre followed, with nearly 
half those killed being women 
and children.

¥ On Dec. 30, 1936, in one 
of the first sit-down strikes 

in the United States, auto-
workers occupy the General 
Motors Fisher Body Plant in 
Flint, Mich. The strike lasted 
44 days. GM’s output went 
from a robust 50,000 cars 
in December to just 125 in 
February.

¥ On Dec. 27, 1941, the fed-
eral Office of Price Adminis-
tration first begins to ration 
automobile tires. Only those 
who demonstrated need were 
allowed to purchase cars, 
metal typewriters, bicycles, 
stoves and rubber shoes. But-
ter, coffee, sugar, cooking 
fat, gasoline and non-rubber 
shoes also were rationed.

¥ On Jan. 2, 1962, The Weav-
ers, who sparked the folk 
music revival of the 1950s 
and ‘60s, are banned from 
appearing on NBC when they 
refuse to sign an oath of po-
litical loyalty. The group saw 
their careers nearly destroyed 

during the Red Scare of the 
early 1950s, and they lost 
their recording contract over 
their leftist politics.

¥ On Dec. 28, 1973, Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn’s “literary 
investigation” of the police-
state system in the Soviet 
Union, “The Gulag Archi-
pelago, 1918-1956”, is pub-
lished in the original Russian 
in Paris. On Feb. 12, 1974, 
Solzhenitsyn was arrested, 
stripped of his citizenship and 
deported.

¥ On Jan. 1, 45 B.C., New 
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January 1 for the first time 
as the Julian calendar takes 
effect. In designing his new 
calendar, Roman ruler Julius 
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Sosigenes, an Alexandrian 
astronomer, who calculated a 
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Cavalry kills 146 Sioux at 
Wounded Knee in South Da-
kota. The cavalry surrounded 
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demanded they surrender 
their weapons. A brutal mas-
sacre followed, with nearly 
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Motors Fisher Body Plant in 
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44 days. GM’s output went 
from a robust 50,000 cars 
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¥ On Dec. 27, 1941, the fed-
eral Office of Price Adminis-
tration first begins to ration 

automobile tires. Only those 
who demonstrated need were 
allowed to purchase cars, 
metal typewriters, bicycles, 
stoves and rubber shoes. But-
ter, coffee, sugar, cooking 
fat, gasoline and non-rubber 
shoes also were rationed.
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ers, who sparked the folk 
music revival of the 1950s 
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refuse to sign an oath of po-
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early 1950s, and they lost 
their recording contract over 
their leftist politics.

¥ On Dec. 28, 1973, Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn’s “literary 
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state system in the Soviet 
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pelago, 1918-1956”, is pub-
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Solzhenitsyn was arrested, 
stripped of his citizenship and 
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¥ On Dec. 31, 1984, Bernhard 
Goetz, a white man dubbed 

the “subway vigilante” after 
he shot four young black 
men on a New York City 
subway train, turns himself in 
at a police station. Goetz was 
viewed by some people as a 
hero, fighting back against 
his attackers. In 1987, a Man-
hattan jury acquitted Goetz 
of criminal assault and at-
tempted murder.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc
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the “subway vigilante” after 
he shot four young black 
men on a New York City 
subway train, turns himself in 
at a police station. Goetz was 
viewed by some people as a 
hero, fighting back against 
his attackers. In 1987, a Man-
hattan jury acquitted Goetz 
of criminal assault and at-
tempted murder.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc

Track Your Spending

If you have a computer and 
really don’t know where all 
your money goes, your life 
can be easier if you invest 

in personal-finance budget 
software. Nearly all of the 
finance programs have re-
ports that you can customize 
and generate. Want to know 
how much you’re spending 
for groceries? Or how much 
miscellaneous cash went to 
coffee in the morning? The 
program will tell you. Your 
bank statement will include 
the debit-card amounts, which 
you’ll need to add in, but not 
the cash you spend. You’ll 
need to enter that as well.
Be cautious about the features 
of any software you buy. 
There is one brand-name 
software that will accumulate 
all of your information in 
one place. The ads say it can 
combine your bank accounts 
with your credit cards and 
investment accounts -- by 
going into those accounts and 
extracting the information for 
you. Another software will 
make your payments for you 
automatically. Beware. While 
it’s a given that they’ve gone 
all-out to provide security for 
their servers, not all servers 
are equal. Do you really want 
to have every single transac-
tion you make available to 
potential thieves? 
Equally important, do you re-
ally want to give up that much 
control of your money? If you 
come across a deal that you 
shouldn’t pass up, knowing 
that you still have two more 
weeks to pay the utility bill, 
what are you going to do 
when the computer automati-
cally spends your money on 
that utility bill? 
Caveat: If you plan to use an 
Internet-connected computer 
for your finances, don’t down-
load any personal-finance 
software from the Internet. 
You don’t know what’s in it. 
Instead, pick a name brand 
that comes in a box at the 
store. And when you enter 
your information into the pro-
gram, don’t put your account 
number or even the real name 
of your bank.
Best bet: Use an old computer 
for all your financial informa-
tion -- and don’t hook it up to 
the Internet. Test some of the 
free basic-software programs 
to see which you like best. 
What you want is a simple 
program that will categorize 
your spending, reconcile your 
accounts (including retire-
ment or investment) and pos-
sibly allow you to print out 
checks.

David Uffington regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his 
column whenever possible. 
Write to him in care of King 
Features Weekly Service, P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com.
(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc
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1800 Market Place Blvd. Ste 140, Irving, 75063 

“RE/MAX DFW Associates”
“Each office is independently owned and operated.”

“If you are thinking of selling your home, call me for 
a FREE market analysis TODAY.

 Have a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy and 
Healthy New Year! “

469-231-7793
David Patterson - Realtor

www.davidp.remax.com

Parade welcomes holidays to town

 Residents and visitors helped bring in the 
holiday spirit on Dec. 4 as the annual Holiday 
Parade made its way through the Heritage 
District. Bands, floats, music and candy added 
to the day’s excitement. 
 Find your friends, family, neighbors and 
perhaps even yourself in these parade pho-
tos.

Photos by John Starkey


