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By Jess Paniszczyn
The work of the Irving Inter-

faith Clinic came to an abrupt and
violent halt on Dec. 10. Staff mem-
bers arrived to find the back door
smashed and a wide variety of items
stolen.

An initial assessment revealed
the computers, printers, and phones
were taken. Pens, sharpies, even the
paper clips and tape were gone. Flu
vaccines, medical samples, dental
supplies and a light fixture were also
stolen.

With no computers to process
patients or phones to accept or make
calls, Irving’s charity clinic was at a
stand still. Staff members waited in
stunned disbelief as more and more

items were discovered missing.
“I got a call from my staff this

morning saying the back door was
smashed,” said Lilly Juarez, the
clinic’s Executive Director. “I think
they were in here for a while, be-
cause they went through every single
cabinet and drawer. When I heard
about the break in, I was hoping they
had only gotten a couple of things,
but no, I think they had a party here.
They must have been here a long
time.

“We rely on the computer so
much that today we were not able to
do anything. We can’t get online and
all of our records were on the com-
puter too. Luckily we had them
backed up, but I don’t have any

where to put them now.
“It’s hard. We help people who

don’t have any other options for
medical and dental care. We are hurt
that someone would do this to us.

“Right now, we are sad and hurt
that people would do this to us or to

anybody. All we can do is pray for
them.

John Drake, President of the
Irving Healthcare Foundation, lent
his support to the clinic’s staff.

“It’s really unfortunate that
someone would take advantage of

Irving’s only charity clinic in such a
way. I also know it is the generosity
of people that built this clinic. Who-
ever did this stole from all of the
people who have been compassion-

The Grinch who tried to steal healthcare

By Jess Paniszczyn
Plane after plane arrived at the

DFW Airport bringing more than
1,300 surviving children and spouses
of fallen U.S. military personnel
from all over the country on Dec. 9.
The families are being treated to an
all-expense paid journey to Dallas/
Fort Worth organized by Snowball
Express. 

“The Snowball Express is the
organization for the children of our
fallen American heroes, who have
served and died on active duty since
9-11,” said Mike Hogg, Director of
Operations for Snowball Express.
“These kids are coming in from all
over the country complements of
American Airlines. We have families
that have come from as far as Aus-
tralia, Japan and Guam.

“These are very unusual plane
rides. The planes are decorated.
Flight attendants and air crews are
all having fun with the kids through
the whole flight.

“We really want these kids and
their families to see what Texas is
about. We are going to show them
some Texas hospitality. This pro-

Snowball Express brings joy
to the families of the fallen

By Jess Paniszczyn
Though cool weather settled

in, the annual Holiday Extrava-
ganza got off with a warm start as
the festivities began with the Blue

Christmas Chili Cook-off. Spon-
sored by the Irving Police and Fire
Departments, chili cooks, arts and
crafts booths as well as a raffle and
auction helped usher in the holi-
day tradition of helping others.

 “Blue Christmas is an oppor-
tunity for us as public safety ser-
vants to provide something back
to the community to try to help
with some families that are having
a difficulty at this time of the year,
so they will have a better Christ-
mas,” Police Chief Larry Boyd
said. “In order to do that, we need
funding. We need money to pur-
chase the gifts. This is just one of
the things we do along with ask-
ing people to provide gifts that we
can give out on Dec. 19, so these
families will have a good Christ-
mas.

“This is the first time we have
done a chili cook-off as a Blue
Christmas fund raiser. I think it
turned out really well. We have a
lot of community support here.

“I acted as one of the judges.
I have never done that before. It
was an interesting experience
judging a chili cook-off. There is
a lot of good chili. If someone hap-
pened to not come this year, then
they need to come next year, be-
cause the chili is really good. I was
impressed.

“Blue Christmas is really a
part of what firefighters and police

Irving teens are pledged to stop
texting while driving during the holi-
days by taking part in ‘X the Text,’ a
national campaign launched by
Allstate Insurance Company. Hun-
dreds of Nimitz High School stu-
dents have signed the pledge Dec.
10, by stamping their thumb print on
a giant ‘X the Text’ banner traveling
to cities across the country. 

A recent Allstate survey re-
vealed 24 percent of Dallas-Fort
Worth teens say they frequently text
and drive, compared to 20 percent
of their peers nationally. Only 34

percent of the DFW teens considered
texting while driving as very dis-
tracting, compared to 50 percent of
teens nationally. The study also re-
vealed about 30 percent of DFW teen
drivers say they’ve been ticketed,
compared to 14 percent of teens
across the country.

“Allstate is doing the ‘X the
Text’ tour nationally in 30 different
cities,” said Kristen Beaman, Texas
Corporate Relations for Allstate.
“Irving is our first Texas stop. The
reason behind the ‘X the Text’ event
is to get kids to pledge to stop texting

during the holidays.
“Car crashes are the number one

killer of American teens. Often
things like driver error and speed-
ing are the cause of those fatal
crashes. Something like texting at-
tributes to those car crashes, because
if the teens are not focused on the
road, then they are more likely to get
into an accident. We want teens to
realize how dangerous texting can
be.

“We want teens to see this tour
and take it seriously. We are hoping

Chilly morning event
adds to Blue Christmas

‘X the Text’ encourages
teens to drive safely

Shortly after landing at DFW Airport, Faye Crowford sheds some
tears of joy as she and her seven-year-old grandson attend the
Snowball Express’ welcoming ceremony.

See COOK-OFF, Page 3 See EVENT, Page 9

See COMMUNITY, Page 9
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets at
the DFW Humane
Society would like to
bring a lifetime of
love and happiness
into your home!!

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W. Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Colonial Baptist Church
1514 West Bardin, Grand Prairie, TX

(972) 254-2188
The Bible Our Textbook, Christ Our

Message, Everyone Welcome,
Seating Limited

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

Baptist

Plymouth Park United
Methodist Church

1615 W Airport Frwy, Irving 75062
(North side of Hwy 183 between

MacArthur & Story)
972.255.4185

www.ppumc.org
Sundays 8:30, 9:15 & 11:00am

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church
1600 N. Irving Heights 75061

972.438.1431
www.oakhavenumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
211 W. Third St., Irving 75060

972.253.3531
www.fumcirving.org

Sundays 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church
1621 W. Grauwyler Road, Irving, 75061

972-259-8744
email:  secretary@ststephenspres.com

website:  www.ststephensirving.org
Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

United MethodistPresbyterian USA

United Methodist

WORSHIP

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
December 12 from 4pm - 7pm
Negro Baseball League - Kappa
Alpha Psi fraternity launches its
mentoring partnership with Big
Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) by
welcoming players from the his-
toric Negro Baseball League to the
African –Americans in Base-
ball…Then and Now event. Spe-
cial guests include Dennis Biddle,
the youngest player ever in the
Negro Baseball League, and Will-
iam Blair, a former Negro Base-
ball League pitcher. The free event
is open to the public and will be at
Big Brothers Big Sisters headquar-
ters at 450 E. John Carpenter Free-
way, Irving, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

December 12  at 8pm
Blue Christmas -Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra ventures in a dif-
ferent direction during the annual
holiday concert. True to its word,
a Blue Christmas is a soulful
evening of cool R&B stylings that
showcase the jazzy side of the ISO.
Special guest Michelle McGee
completes the evening. In the Car-
penter Performance Hall at 8 p.m.
$36-50, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets.

December 13  from 9am - noon
Breakfast with Santa - Breakfast
with Santa at Holy Family Church,
2323 Cheyenne Street, Irving from
9:00 – 12:00 p.m. Plan to visit
Santa with your wish list. Profes-

sional pictures with Santa will be
available or you may use your
camera. Your family can enjoy
breakfast for a donation benefiting
the Parenting Ministry.

December 13 at 10:30am
Handel’s Messiah - Handel’s
Messiah free concert the First
United Methodist Church Chancel
Choir along with orchestra. The
service begins at 10:30, but come
early to get a great seat. Children
ages 3 years through 5th grade will
be having a Christmas Workshop
where they will be making some
gifts. Nursery is available for chil-
dren younger than 3 years.  First
United Methodist Church, 211 W.
Third. For more information, visit
www.fumcirving.org.

December 13 at 3:30pm
 Latino Connection II - New Phil-
harmonic Orchestra of Irving con-
cert featuring H. Moncada’s Bajío,
E. Grieg’s Piano Concerto (with
guest pianist Eduardo Rojas), A.
Copland’s El Salón México, M.
Ravel’s Rhapsodie Espagnole and
M. Enriquez’s El Sinaloense. In the
Carpenter Performance Hall at
3:30 p.m. $8-15, 972-252- 2787 or
www.irvingartscenter.com for
tickets.

December 13 at 6:30 pm
Faces of a Blue Christmas - Not
everyone will have a perfect
Christmas due to a variety of rea-

December 12  from noon - 5pm
All Wrapped Up - Irving Central
Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd., will
sponsor All Wrapped Up from
noon to 5 p.m. Enjoy free holiday
gift wrapping services, entertain-
ment and snacks provided by the
Young Adult Action Council and
student volunteers. Choose from a
unique selection of tags and gift
wrap for a limit of five small- to
medium-sized items per person.
Boxes will not be provided. Call
972-721-2606 for additional infor-
mation.

December 12 from 2 - 4pm
Family Funday - Family Funday,
Card Workshops and Visits with
Santa Claus 2-4 p.m. in the Irving
Arts Center. Create greeting cards
to share with friends and family,
take photos with Santa and take
part in holiday-themed art projects.
All supplies provided. Free.

December 12 at 2 pm
Irving Chautauqua - The
Chautauqua series continues in
December with a demonstration of
traditional Bavarian and Austrian
folk dances by the Alpine Dancers
of Garland. The program will fea-
ture performances by children and
adult dance groups at 2 p.m. at the
Central Library Auditorium, 801
W. Irving Blvd. The Chautauqua
series offers free, monthly perfor-
mances on the second Saturday of
each month. Call 972-721-2606.

shows for audiences of all ages.
Join the Doktor for a sidesplitting
journey of increasingly spectacu-
lar science experiments designed
to involve, excite, educate and en-
tertain. $15, 972-252-2787 or
www.irvingartscenter .com for
tickets.

December 12 from 12pm - 3pm
Holiday Adoption Event - DFW
Humane Society Holiday Adop-
tion Event 12pm – 3pm at the Irv-
ing Mall, NW Corner of 183 and
Belt Line Road. Give a pet a lov-
ing home this holiday season and
receive a lifetime of unconditional
love. View our pets on the web at
www.dfwhumane.com.

December 12  from 12pm - 7pm
Blood Donation - Irving Masonic
Lodge #1218 is hosting a commu-
nity blood drive with Carter
BloodCare from 12pm to 7pm. The
blood drive will be held at Irving
Mall at 3880 Beltline Rd., Irving.
Please come out & join us in sup-
port of the Texas Scottish Rite Hos-
pital for Children.

December 12 from 9am - 4pm
Crafts Fair - Singley Academy
Fifth Annual Crafts Fair benefit-
ing the senior class will be 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. For more information, ac-
cess www.irvingisd.net/academy/
craftfair/default.asp.

December 12 at 10am
GED Graduation Ceremonies -
In the Performance Hall at 10:00
a.m. on the Central Campus of
North Lake College, the South
Campus GED Institute will be con-
ducting its GED graduation cer-
emonies.

December 12 at 11am
Wreaths Across America - The
Wreaths Across America’s wreath
laying ceremony will be held at
11:00 a.m. at the D/FW National
Cemetery.

December 12 at 11am & 1:30pm
Doktor Kaboom! - Look Out –
SCIENCE is Coming 11 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. in the Dupree Theater
Doktor Kaboom! performs origi-
nal interactive Science Comedy
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch

1st & 3rd Saturdays
972-254-3525

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm

Junior Girls – 2nd Sunday at 12:30pm
3375 Belt Line Rd

Just South of Shady Grove

Irving Noonday Lions
2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesday at Noon

New Panda Café
West Hwy 183 at Story

Irving Shrine Club
2nd Thursday at 6:30pm

IHOP Restuarant- Beltine Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Buttons & Bows
Square & Round Dance Club

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Israel Club
Hwy 183 & McArthur

Inside Baylor Hospital Foodmart
Saturday Mornings 8:45

Las Colinas Rotary
Noon, Tuesdays
La CIMA Club

5215 N O Connor Blvd

Organizations are required to re-submit their information on
a monthly basis to insure that the Irving Rambler will have accu-
rate information.

Listings are limited to the Organization’s name, meeting loca-
tion and time. If an organization wishes to have more information
than the free listing offers, we will continue to offer other advertis-
ing opportunities.

CLUBS

sons.  Are you or a family member
or friend a part of that group?  You
are encouraged to attend.
Woodhaven Presbyterian Church,
Stephen Ministry Program, 3650
N. O’Connor Rd. Irving 6:30 pm
Seminar, Hancock Hall, Rev.
Wendy Fenn, Chaplain, Faith Hos-
pice; 7:30 pm Service in Church
Sanctuary, The Rev. Julie U. Riley,
Associate Pastor.

December 14  at 7:30 - 8:30pm
Grief Support - The Grief Sup-
port meeting Holidays and Loss
will be the discussion for Grief
Support on at 7:30-8:30p.m. in the
Family Life Center/Hill Room,
2323 Cheyenne Street, Irving.
Christmas and grieving don’t fit
together. Yet the reality is that
grieving becomes an inseparable
part of your Christmas experience
when you have lost a loved one.
Sue Parker joins us to offer sug-
gestions for managing grief and the
holidays. Call 972-252-5521 for
more information.

December 14 at 6:30pm
Beta Eta Master Chapter - The
Beta Eta Master Chapter of Beta
Sigma Phi’s monthly meeting will
be at 6:30pm at the home of
Darlene Johnson with a catered
dinner and revealing Secret Sisters.
For more information about mem-
bership contact Wanda Dale at
972-254-1062. 

December 15 at 7pm
GOP Republican Club - Irving
GOP Republican Club Christmas
Party 7PM at Community Bldg.,
135 S. Jefferson (Old downtown).
You are invited to a pot luck din-
ner: bring a dish Meat provided.
RSVP to 972-570-8322 or
maggie0720@juno.com.

December 16 noon to 1pm
Volunteer training - The Visiting
Nurse Association’s Eldercare
Friends program is looking for vol-
unteers to visit the homebound eld-

erly and provide assistance with
shopping, escorted transportation,
errands, and other outings. Volun-
teer training will be held noon to 1
p.m. at the Visiting Nurse
Association’s headquarters, The
Patrick and Beatrice Haggerty
Center, located at 1440 W. Mock-
ingbird Lane in Dallas. There is no
cost to attend the class. Volunteer
training can also be scheduled by
appointment.

December 16 from noon to 1pm
Bereavement Luncheon - Verdell
Davis Krisher, author of “Let Me
Grieve, But Not Forever,” will be
the featured speaker at the bereave-
ment luncheon hosted by the Vis-
iting Nurse Association.  Ms.
Krisher will speak on
“Surviving? Or Living?” The lun-
cheon is from noon to 1 p.m. at the
Church of the Incarnation on 3966
McKinney Avenue in Dallas.
There is no cost to attend the lun-
cheon, but reservations are re-
quested and can be made by call-
ing 214-689-2633.

December 16 from 3 - 6pm
German POWs - Irving residents
and visitors are invited to explore
“Held in the Heartland: German
POWs in the U.S., 1943-1946,”
from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Irving Cen-
tral Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.
This traveling exhibit from the
TRACES Center for History and
Culture in St. Paul, Minn. housed
in “BUSeum 3,” which is a 40-foot
school bus that has been trans-
formed into a museum, mobile
classroom and movie theater. The
history of this little-known aspect
of World War II is told through 15
narrative display panels, historical
documents, DVD documentaries,
artifacts and other educational ma-
terials. For additional information
about this exhibition, held in part-
nership with Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 2494, call 972-721-
2606.

December 18 at 8:00pm
La Fiesta de la Posada - Irving
Chorale celebrates the holiday with
a festive piece written by Dave
Brubeck and with guest artists
from the Anita N. Martinez Ballet
Folklorico. In the Carpenter Per-
formance Hall at 8:00 p.m. $10-20,
972-252- 2787 or www.irvingarts
center.com for tickets.

December 18 - 19 at 7:30 p.m
Kiss Me Kate - The R.L Turner
Fine Arts Departments presents the
classic musical comedy, KISS ME,
KATE. Performances will take
place in the R.L Turner High
School Auditorium. R.L Turner
High School is located at 1600
South Josey Lane, Carrollton. Cur-
tain time for all performances is at
7:30 p.m. All tickets are reserved.
Tickets are $ 12.00 and $ 8.00 for

Irving Fire Department responded to 194 incidents.
The Fire incidents

    54  Miscellaneous Fire
and Rescue Calls

      6  Structure Fires
      0  Special Operations
      2  Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
   7 Major Accidents
  59 Major Medical
  11 Heart Attacks
  24 Difficulty Breathing
  22 Trauma Related
    9 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Dec. 6-9, 2009

Comments:

our advantage (gold card) mem-
bers. For additional information
please contact Matthew Zahrndt at
zahrndtm@cfbisd.edu.

2010
Eco-Calendar - An eco-calendar
has been produced for Irving resi-
dents for 2010. It features a differ-

ent environmental topic each
month providing readers with tips
on how to be better stewards of the
planet. Free copies of the eco-cal-
endar will be available at City Hall,
public libraries and recreation cen-
ters. For more information, call
Corporate Communications at
972-721-2533.

officers do. They work year round
to try to keep the community safe.
Sometimes when firefighters and
police officers come into contact
with kids, it is not in the best of
circumstances. This is a different
way to have them see who we are,
the work we do, and to develop that
relationship,” he said.

Fire Chief Mario Molina also
served as a judge for the cook-off.

“There was a great turn out for
the chili cook-off. It is a little cold,
but that is appropriate for a chili
cook out. All the participants did a
great job. I had the honor of being
one of the judges, and it was a
tough decision. I think we had right
at 30 folks who cooked, and 17
chilies were submitted for the com-
petition.

“This will be year 30 for the
Blue Christmas program. Last year
the program impacted 350 fami-
lies. Blue Christmas is very impor-
tant, because it gives back to the

Chuck Edmonds, and 4th Darrell
Baxter
Showmanship Winners: 1st Dream
Catcher, 2nd American Legion and
3rd Bull Rush.

community. It is a partner-
ship between police and fire.
All 11 fire stations and the
two police stations become
drop off points for toys,”
Chief Molina said.

Early estimates are that
the event raised over $2,300
for Blue Christmas. 

Some of the cook-off’s
champions included:

Winner of beans: Doris
Coates; Novice division:
Scott Spencer
Chili Winners: 1st Dru
Stewart, 2nd T J Friedel, 3rd

Cook-off  raises  funds  for  Blue  ChristmasCook-off  raises  funds  for  Blue  ChristmasCook-off  raises  funds  for  Blue  ChristmasCook-off  raises  funds  for  Blue  ChristmasCook-off  raises  funds  for  Blue  Christmas
Continued from page 1

Susan (10th place Chili) and Scott
Spencer proudly display their cook-
off winnings.
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House and cottage House is
2/1 with built-in vanity with
two sinks in bathroom,
washer/dryer connections,
HVAC and  gas. ceiling fans.
Large built-in desk with built-
in shelving above. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
closets and windows! Cov-
ered patio breezeway be-
tween house and garage.
Cottage is 1/1 with full
kitchen, all electric. Large liv-
ing and dining area. Lots of
windows! Large covered
porch. Great for home office
or Mom. Water and lawn care
included in rent! PLEASE
CALL 972.841.0318.

HORSE PROPERTY
2/1 house and 1/1 cottage -
great for home office! Three
stall barn and three large cor-
rals. Water and lawn care in-
cluded in rent! PLEASE CALL
972.841.0318.

HOUSE
FOR LEASE

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.
When you place a classified advertisement in the Rambler, we
publish it online at no additional charge. The Irving Rambler
does not accept submission of an advertisement as a commit-
ment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not cre-
ate an obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler
reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement for
any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups, or including inappro-
priate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses will
only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

Contact pamb@irvingrambler.com
or call 214-675-9445

to purchase classified ads

ADVERTISING POLICIES

SALES POSITION
Local territory, People per-
son, detail oriented, respon-
sible, courteous, articulate,
computer literate, MS Office,
email and Internet savvy op-
portunity for growth, experi-
ence preferred. Call to 214-
675-6493 to discuss your fu-
ture.

HELP
WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2009-9138

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE I “IN GENERAL” OF
CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, BY ADDING
DEFINITIONS; AMENDING ARTICLE II “BUILDING CODES” OF
CHAPTER 8 OF THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND
CONSTRUCTION CODES OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS,
BY ADOPTING AND AMENDING THE 2006 INTERNATIONAL
BUILDING CODE, 2006 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE,
2006 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE, 2006
INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, 2006 INTERNATIONAL
FUEL GAS CODE, 2006 INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE,
AND 2008 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE; AMENDING
ARTICLE IV “LICENSE, CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, AND
PERMIT” OF CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF CIVIL AND
CRIMINAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS,
BY ADOPTING MANUFACTURED HOME SETBACKS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, SAVINGS, PENALTY, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2009-9143

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0053
CLASSIFICATION – C-N

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE
JOHN C. READ SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1183, AND LOCATED
AT 313 SOUTH BELT LINE ROAD (NORTHWEST CORNER OF
BELT LINE ROAD AND THOUSAND OAKS BOULEVARD) MORE
FULLY AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS
ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID
PROPERTY FROM C-OU-3 COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR
DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AS AMENDED
TO C-N NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT USE
UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL
ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144;
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING
ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST,
MORALS AND GENERAL WELFARE DEMAND A ZONING
CHANGE AND AMENDMENT HEREIN MADE; PROVIDING THAT
THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING A PENALTY.117

ORDINANCE NO. ORD.-2009-9144

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0056
CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE
JANE BEAN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 143, AND LOCATED AT
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF BELT LINE ROAD AND
WILLOW CREEK DRIVE MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM ML-20a
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO.
1144 AS AMENDED TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR
C-N USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING
TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART
HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144;
PRESERVING ALL OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING
ORDINANCE; DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS
AND GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS
ORDINANCE DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF
THE ZONING ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND
PROVIDING A PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2009-9147

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0058
CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE
J.E. FIELD SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 487, THE McKINNEY &
WILLIAMS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1056, THE J. SPOON
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 1632, THE A. FYKE SURVEY,
ABSTRACT NO. 481, AND THE W.D. DOWNING SURVEY,
ABSTRACT NO. 391, AND LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF
RIVERSIDE DRIVE, SOUTH OF CUSTOMER WAY MORE FULLY
AND COMPLETELY DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS
ORDINANCE; ORDERING A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID
PROPERTY FROM S-P-2 SITE PLANDISTRICT USE FOR R-10
AND R-6 USES UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AS AMENDED
TO S-P-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR R-10 USES UNDER
ORDINANCE NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN
ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING
FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE
TO LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE;
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT;
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A
PENALTY.

ORDINANCE NO. ORD 2009-9149

ZONING CASE NO. ZC09-0062
CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1144, THE 1964
COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
IRVING, TEXAS, GRANTING A ZONING CHANGE ON A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS:  A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF THE
IRVING CONVENTION CENTER ADDITION AND LOCATED AT
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LAS COLINAS BOULEVARD
AND FULLER ROAD MORE FULLY AND COMPLETELY
DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THIS ORDINANCE; ORDERING
A CHANGE IN THE USE OF SAID PROPERTY FROM M-FW
FREEWAY DISTRICT USE UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 1144 AS
AMENDED TO SP-2 SITE PLAN DISTRICT USE FOR C-N,
CONVENTION CENTER, RETAIL, ENTERTAINMENT, HOTEL,
RESTAURANT, AND RELATED USES UNDER ORDINANCE
NO. 1144, AND ACCORDING TO THE SITE PLAN ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR
SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO
LAND USE; CORRECTING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
ATTACHED TO ORDINANCE NO. 1144; PRESERVING ALL
OTHER PORTIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE;
DETERMINING THAT THE CHANGE IS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROMOTING THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MORALS AND
GENERAL WELFARE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE
DOES NOT REPEAL OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING
ORDINANCE EXCEPT IN CASES OF DIRECT CONFLICT;
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING A
PENALTY.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY  OF IRVING, TEXAS:

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Irving,
Texas, this 8TH day of October A.D. 2009.

Herbert A. Gears, Mayor

ATTEST:
Janice Carroll, TRMC, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Charles R. Anderson City Attorney

Duplex for rent
2-11/2,w/d conn,
wbfp,appl,fenced

972-253-0973

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertise in the Year In
Review issue January 2,

The University of Dallas Board of Trustees re-
cently announced the selection of the University’s
eighth president, Thomas W. Keefe, J.D. Mr. Keefe
is scheduled to assume the presidency March 1, 2010.

With a Juris Doctor from the University of Kan-
sas College of Law and Bachelor of Arts from
Benedictine College, Mr. Keefe has spent more than
20 years in higher education, most recently serving
as the vice president of Advancement at Saint Louis
University. At St. Louis University, a highly regarded
Jesuit institution with over 13,000 students, Mr. Keefe
served as a key member of the presidential council,
exhibiting strategic leadership particularly related to
alumni relations and development as well as in the
overall marketing and positioning of the University
to all outside constituencies. He is a nationally rec-
ognized expert and speaker in the field of donor cul-
tivation having direct involvement and/or a leader-
ship role in generating more than $500 million in gifts
and grants for institutions he has served.

“We are pleased to have Tom Keefe join us as
the eighth president of the University,” said O. D.
Cruse, Chairman of the University’s Board of Trust-
ees. “Tom’s background and his enthusiastic endorse-
ment of our Catholic identity, our values, vision and
mission provide us with an exciting leader consis-

tent with our recognized acclaim as a leader of lib-
eral learning and a model of ethical practiced-based
professional education.”

“I am honored to have been selected as presi-
dent of the University of Dallas,” said Mr.
Keefe. “The University has long been recognized as
one of the best Catholic universities in the nation;
known for its high academic standards and unique
programs. I am looking forward to working with the
Trustees, faculty, staff, students and alumni in achiev-
ing the University’s goals and strategic initiatives as
we build on the strong relationships and reputation
we have as well as foster new relationships in the
Dallas-Fort Worth community and across the nation.”

Mr. Keefe became the vice president for Ad-
vancement at Saint Louis University in 2005, where
he was responsible for substantially increasing the
annual giving, heading fundraising efforts for a new
building and sports arena, a $300 million capital cam-
paign, and restructuring the Alumni, Development
and University Relations areas to better support the
University’s needs. He has also served as the presi-
dent of the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Foun-
dation as well as the executive director of the school’s
Advancement department.
He has published numerous articles on legal and so-
cial justice issues, fundraising and donor cultivation.

UD names new president
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PARK GROVE SQUARE
2957 PARK SQUARE DRIVE

IRVING, TX 75060
972-790-9704

$149.00* MOVE IN

One, Two, & Three Bedroom Apartment Homes
Spacious floorplans, ceiling fans, ample parking, great location,

Easy access to Lone Star Park, Cowboys Stadium, Six Flags,
Ranger Stadium, Hurricane Harbor, Grand Prairie AirHogs, &

Nokia Theatre. Great shopping, restaurants, & City parks.

*ADDITIONAL FEES MAY APPLY*                 (limited availability)

*All approved leases from
November 15th thru December 28th will be
eligible for a chance to win 2 TICKETS
to see the DALLAS COWBOYS face off

against the Philadelphia Eagles and a FREE
PARKING PASS!

*Come view an apartment and lease the
same day to receive an extra chance to see

“THE BOYS”

Rex W. Tillerson, chairman
and chief executive officer of
Exxon Mobil Corporation, re-
cently presented Irving Cares with
a $50,000 grant in support of the
nonprofit organization’s work with
Irving residents in need of employ-
ment services, food and financial
assistance. Irving Cares is the
fourth nonprofit organization to
receive ExxonMobil’s annual
Chairman’s Gift.

“Irving Cares is making a
marked difference for our neigh-
bors in need and it is an honor to
award such a deserving recipient
with the Chairman’s Gift,”
Tillerson said at a ceremony at Irv-
ing Cares. “We look forward to
continuing our partnership with

Irving Cares as they help residents
during the holiday season and be-
yond.”

Irving Cares provides a food
pantry, emergency assistance with
rent, utilities and prescriptions, and
transportation to medical facilities
for Irving residents experiencing
financial hardship. Due to the eco-
nomic decline, client requests at
Irving Cares have increased at least
20 percent in every program as
families struggle with reduced
wages and unemployment.

Tillerson toured the facilities
with Teddie Story, executive direc-
tor of Irving Cares, and had a
chance to visit case worker’s of-
fices, which were painted by a
group of ExxonMobil employees

during the annual 2009 United
Way Day of Caring in September.

“With the holidays in full
swing and 2010 just around the
corner, ExxonMobil’s investment
in our organization is greatly ap-
preciated,” said Story. “We work
to provide the residents of Irving a
safe place to receive financial and
employment assistance and a va-
riety of other services. With this
generous gift, we will be starting
the new year off on a positive
note.”

Tillerson established the
Chairman’s Gift in 2006 to provide
a local nonprofit organization with
a donation during the holiday sea-
son. Since the gift’s inception,
Tillerson has selected St. Philip’s

School and Community Center,
Lena Pope Home, Vogel Alcove
and Irving Cares as recipients.

In addition to its selection as
this year’s Chairman’s Gift recipi-
ent, Irving Cares has been previ-
ously supported by ExxonMobil

ExxonMobil presents holiday gift to Irving Cares
and its employees through United
Way Day of Caring projects and
the ExxonMobil Community Sum-
mer Jobs Program, which places
college interns with qualifying
nonprofit organizations each sum-
mer.

national Baccalaureate (IB) World
Schools offering the Middle Years
Program (MYP) to all students in
grades 6-10. The IB Middle Years
Programme and its emphasis on
creating globally literate students,
who can communicate in more
than one language, was the impe-
tus for the grant request. Being
conversant in more than one lan-
guage is an essential skill for life
in the 21st century. All students in
the MYP Programme are expected
to take coursework in a second lan-
guage every year of the six-year
program. 

The Language Learning Lab
provides a rich, individualized in-
structional opportunity for students
and helps them develop listening
and speaking skills. Through the
Language Learning Labs, students
will be more literate and conver-
sant in a second language, thereby
making them better equipped to
enter the increasingly global
workforce. Additionally, the grant
also provided portable equipment
such as laptops and handheld digi-
tal devices that students can use at
home to extend classroom learn-
ing.

Schools launch language labs with grant
Ranchview High School and

Barbara Bush Middle School
launched Language Learning Labs
that support the learning of a sec-
ond language and facilitate the de-
velopment of increased cultural
understanding through telecom-
munication capabilities. The
Coppell Education Development
Corporation awarded the campuses
a grant for over $540,000 for two
Language Learning Labs. 

Ranchview High School and
Barbara Bush Middle School are
awaiting final authorization in the
process of becoming official Inter-

Between Dec. 24 and 26,
deaths, injuries and dollar losses
caused by fires increase an average
of 50 percent, 61 percent and 43 per-
cent, respectively, according to the
U.S. Fire Administration. To reduce
the chances of a fire, remember the
following tips during the holidays.
Holiday lights:
- Do not overload electrical circuits.
Follow manufacturer guidelines for
the number of light strands con-
nected to each other. Do not use
multiple-plug adapters to increase
the number of items you can connect
to a standard electrical outlet.
- Inspect all electrical items before
you use them. On light strands, look
for broken or cracked light sockets,

frayed or bare wires and loose con-
nections. Make sure the ground
prong on three-prong plugs is in
place.
- If you use electrical cords or lights
outside, make sure they are rated for
outdoor use.
Trees:
- Make sure live trees are fresh, with
no brown needles or dry limbs. Give
them plenty of water.
- Spray live trees with a fire retar-
dant. Tree vendors and local home
improvement stores usually carry
fire-retardant spray.
- Check the box and the safety tag
on artificial trees to make sure they
are flame-resistant. Do not place
light strands on metallic trees.

- Do not place trees near fireplaces,
furnaces, candles or other sources of
heat. Also, avoid placing trees near
room exits. If the tree catches on fire,
you may not be able to get out.
Open flames:
- Place candles in holders that will
not tip over, and keep them away
from drapes, trees and other flam-
mable objects.
- Put candles out before you leave
home or go to bed.
- Have a professional chimney
sweep inspect your fireplace annu-
ally, before you use it.
- Light fires with kindling and
wooden matches only. Do not use
flammable liquids.
- Always use a fireplace screen.

Fire safety tips can help
make the holidays happy



Two Dallas-based companies
critical to getting people where
they need to go now have another
link. Dallas Area Rapid Transit
(DART) won the distinct honor of
being named the first corporate
“Mapsco Road Scholar.” The
award was presented to DART
Chairman of the Board Bill
Velasco and President/Executive
Director Gary Thomas on Dec. 8
during DART’s monthly board
meeting.

“We appreciate the recogni-
tion by Mapsco and we appreciate
that they share our passion for
helping people get around our area
safely and efficiently,” DART
President/Executive Director Gary
Thomas said.

DART was chosen as the first
corporate Mapsco Road Scholar
based on a number of entries em-
ployees submitted talking about
their daily usage of Mapsco
products. For example, DART
teaches a class on map reading to
Paratransit operators which in-
volves Mapsco street guides. The
operators map their trips each time
using Mapsco. Station monitors

and transportation supervisors use
them regularly to answer questions
about area landmarks, large em-
ployers and major destinations
along bus routes.

“We are pleased to be consid-
ered a resource for one of Dallas’
most important agencies,” said
Tracy Eubanks, executive vice
president and COO of Mapsco,
Inc. “DART has a tremendously

Hope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope FellowshipHope Fellowship

Pastor Dennis King
Leader of the Pack

Regular Service
Sunday at 8:45 and 10:45

132 W. Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75060

www.thepigeonholeirving.com

New Service
Beginning Saturday,
November 28 – 6:oo p.m.

A Friendly
Biker Church

At the Pigeon Hole

214-432-1599214-432-1599214-432-1599

DART first corporate ‘Road Scholar’
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Irving ISD schools will be closed Dec. 21 through
Jan. 1 in observance of the winter break holidays. Classes
will resume Jan.4.

The IISD Administration Building, located at 2621
W. Airport Freeway, will be open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
with limited staffing on Dec. 21, 22, 29 and 30. The Tax
Office will be open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. five days dur-
ing the IISD holidays: Dec. 21, 22, 29, 30 and 31.

IISD will resume normal operating hours Jan. 4.

Irving ISD winter
break scheduleBack in the ’60s and ’70s, Irving had a very effective Jaycee chapter, one

year selected as best chapter in the US. Now. A group of these men are
referred to as “Exhausted Roosters” since Jaycees have to leave the orga-
nization on reaching their 36th birthday. Roosters Councilman Sam Smith
and Ken Ewing remain active in their community ringing the bell for the
Salvation Army at the 183 Wal-Mart. 

Exhausted Roosters ring bellsExhausted Roosters ring bellsExhausted Roosters ring bellsExhausted Roosters ring bellsExhausted Roosters ring bells

Contemplating a New Year’s
resolution to improve your health?

Consider this: people who
volunteer at a charity or non-profit
organization get a “twofer”: they
help others while boosting their
own health.

Volunteers as a group live
longer and feel better physically
and mentally than do non-volun-
teers, according to research by the
Corporation for National and
Community Service. The review
also suggests people who partici-
pate in volunteer activity at a
younger age suffer from fewer
health issues in their later years,
and those older than 65 seem to
gain a new lease on life by per-
forming good deeds. 

“Volunteerism seems to work
primarily by enhancing life satis-
faction and a sense of meaning and
purpose,” said Dr. Adam
Rindfleisch, an integrative-medi-
cine practitioner and assistant pro-
fessor of family medicine at the
University of Wisconsin School of
Medicine and Public Health. “It
may also reduce chronic pain. I
often suggest people with
fibromyalgia and depression get
involved in a volunteer activity.”

Rindfleisch says while it’s
hard to determine scientifically if
volunteering promotes better
health, he has seen the benefits in
his patients who do volunteer. He
adds it doesn’t matter if volunteer
work is performed at a hospital,
school, animal shelter or soup
kitchen: participants are bound to
experience positive results.

“It is not clear to me that any
one type of volunteering makes a
difference, although I believe those

activities leading to the deepest
connections with others are the
most powerful,” he said. “My
sense is that it is like cardiovascu-
lar exercise: it isn’t the specific
form that matters, but rather that
you do it in the first place.”

Rindfleisch suggests the good
feelings derived from volunteerism
could, for some people, potentially
reduce dependence on medication

prescribed for pain and emotional
difficulties.

“I have not seen data as far as
changes in medication use (due to
improved health from volunteer-
ing),” he said. “It is possible to say,
though, that anything that leads to
enhanced life satisfaction is likely
to decrease reliance on other inter-
ventions, especially where pain
and low mood are concerned.”

positive impact on the way people
move around Dallas, and we are
proud to be a part of that.”

DART receives a $250 gift
certificate for Mapsco products, a
photo and story in a half-page ad
in the 60th edition Dallas Street
Guide and 41st edition Fort Worth
Street Guide (to debut in the fall
of 2010) and bragging rights as an
official “Mapsco Road Scholar.”

Resolve to help and boost your health tooResolve to help and boost your health tooResolve to help and boost your health tooResolve to help and boost your health tooResolve to help and boost your health too
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 40 Years

For Take Out Call

“Where   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking
All You Can Eat Food
Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without
Dental Insurance

Excludes Gum Disease

Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Seniors take 15% off
any other dental service

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special
$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00

Irving Christmas Parade and
Tree Lighting Ceremonies
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ACCEPTING ALL Pre-Need Funerals

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the
Chism & Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

www.ChapelofRosesfh.com

ance plan or receive any federal
funds. It is funded by gifts from the
community. This clinic is about ba-
sic mercy medicine: getting people
well and then keeping them well.

“If the people who stole from
this clinic ever needed medical care,
they could probably get care here.”

Through emails, phone calls
and word of mouth, the plight of the
Interfaith Clinic spread throughout
the community. By the following
morning, the com-munity’s response
to the theft aided the clinic in con-
tinuing its
mission of providing medical care.

“The response has been so
amazing,” Ms. Juarez said. “We have
gotten a flood of support in both in
kind gifts and actual contributions.
We receive a large matching grant
from the Belmont Foundation. They
will match any other donations we
receive dollar for dollar up to
$15,000.

“All of our churches have do-
nated. People have just been walk-
ing in here and giving us cash. A guy
this morning walked in with a $100
bill and said, ‘Here, I hope this
helps.’

“The first thing this morning
there were computers and printers
here waiting for us when we got
here. It has been really amazing.

“People’s generosity overshad-
ows the bad that happened. I was
feeling pretty bad yesterday wonder-
ing what we were going to do. Since
I got here this morning, one thing
after the other has been good news.
It just shows how much support we
have in the community.

“I am looking into getting an
alarm system, so nothing like this
will happen again. We are looking
at other ways of protecting ourselves
and our patients’ information.

“There is a big difference be-
tween yesterday and today. We are
on our way to recovery.”

A number of donations for the
clinic came through the Irving Hos-
pital Foundation.

“Today has just been amazing,”
Mr. Drake said. “The community has
really rallied. This morning someone
donated a computer that is up and
running. We have more computers
coming. Somebody came by and
brought phones. So instantly, they
were back in business. They didn’t
skip a beat.

“They are still able to care for
people. But they are limping along
a little bit, because they don’t have
their scheduling software and some
other things that will come.

“People have been so generous
in their response. South MacArthur
Church of Christ has given a signifi-
cant gift. Citi has pledged $5,000.
There are gifts of $5 that we have
gotten online, and there are gifts of
$5,000. Whatever people were able

to do to help the clinic, they reached
out and did. To me, that is the bless-
ing.

“Yesterday we talked about the
Grinch. The beauty of that story is
the city rallied. It wasn’t about the
things that were taken, it was about
the spirit of the community. It is a
nice parallel for the holidays. This
community really does believe in
this clinic. They appreciate what this
clinic does all year long. It is grow-
ing and it is important. The clinic is
meeting a huge need, and the com-
munity knows that. I think that is
why people have been so quick to
respond.

“We are still raising money to
buy vaccines, medical equipment

and dental supplies, which are very
expensive. Mercifully, they didn’t
take the dental equipment.

“We appreciate any donations
people are led to give to help the
clinic. Any gift will be used exactly
as promised to help the staff, doc-
tors and dentists deliver treatment.
The clinic is worthy of people’s gifts,
because it runs primarily with vol-
unteer doctors and dentists. The
money really does provide treatment
for the people who come here. The
numbers continue to grow, and the
needs are huge.”

To donate funds to help the Irv-
ing Interfaith Clinic, visit the Irving
Healthcare Foundation’s web site at
www.irvinghealth care.org.

“The Irving Healthcare Founda-
tion raises all the funds from the
community for the Irving Interfaith
Clinic. The clinic has no sources of
revenue. They don’t bill any insur-

ate since 2006 when the clinic
opened its doors,” Mr. Drake said.

“There are more good people in
Irving than there are bad. The donor
list for this clinic proves that.

Continued from page 1

Community rallies to help Interfaith Clinic

The Valley Ranch Library has
been awarded a $1,000 grant from
the Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear
Hugs Foundation to support the
library’s Mother Goose Storytime.
The program sponsor, Friends of
the Irving Public Library, was in-
strumental in securing the grant for
the library and agreed to match the
amount dollar-for-dollar.

Mother Goose Storytime en-
courages literacy among infants
and toddlers through singing, pup-
pets and movement. Grant monies
will be used to purchase new, as
well as replace aged publications

geared toward infants and toddlers.
“This grant will allow the li-

brary to enhance its children’s col-
lection and will support the
library’s early literacy goals,” said
Valley Ranch Library Senior Li-
brarian Stephanie Gimble.

Mother Goose Storytime at
the Valley Ranch Library, 401
Cimarron Trail, is for infants and
toddlers ages 4-18 months, and
their caregivers. Pre-walkers meet
Mondays at 10 a.m.; walkers meet
at 11 a.m. Registration is required.
For more information, call 972-
721-4669.

Library wins grant to
support early literacy



Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313
www.donnellyscolonial.com
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“Proudly  Serving  Irving  And  Surrounding  Communities  Since 1933”

IRVING’S ONLY PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY

(972) 579-1844

1413 E. Irving Blvd.
Irving, TX. 75060

Serenity Niche Columnbarium

Brown Family Owned and Operated.
www.brownmem.com

Continuing

The Tradition
“The Right Choice
for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Ben F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. BrownBen F. Brown

Director in Charge
Gary Westerman

972-254-4242

Church & Chapel Services
Local, Out of Town Services & Burials

Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

OBITUARIES
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!!!!!Personalized Service
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129 South O’Connor, Irving TX 75060
403 South Britian Rd., Irving TX 75060

www.chismsmithfuneralhome.com

972-259-7644

Owned & operated by
     The Davis Family

GLYNN  LONG
Glynn Long, 74,
of Irving,
passed away on
Monday, 12/7/
2009. He was
born 10/28/
1935 in Paris,
Texas. He was

preceded in death by his daughter
Glynda Trotter. He is survived by
his wife Wanda Long; daughter
Donna Taylor and husband Alex of
Idalou, Texas; sons Randall Long
of Irving, and Mike Long and wife
Nancy of Springtown, Texas;
sisters Wanda Jones, Alice
Ammons, Sondra Patterson, Patsy
Montgomery and Jacqueta Perry;
brother Richard Long;
grandchildren Justin Trotter, Ryan
Lee Long, Ali Taylor, Ryan P.
Trotter, Cody Long, and Tiffany
Long; great grandson Riley
Trotter; and still beloved son-in-
law Rickie Trotter. A funeral
service was held in Brown’s
Memorial Chapel, Irving 12/11/
2009. The family received friends
on 12/10/2009 at Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.
Memorials may be made to the
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for
Children, P. O. Box 199300,
Dallas, TX 75219-9300.

W.  DAVID  BELL
W. David Bell, of Irving, passed
away Saturday, December 5, 2009.

He was born October 18, 1948 in
Albany, Georgia. The family re-
ceived friends 6-8 PM Tuesday,
December 8, 2009 at Brown’s Me-
morial Funeral Home. No services
are being planned at this time.

MICHAEL
DWAYNE JAMES

A Celebration
of Life memo-
rial service was
held for
M i c h a e l
Dwayne James
(47) of Irving,
Texas at 11:00

a.m., Saturday, December 5, 2009
at Aria Cremation Service and Fu-
neral Home in Irving, Texas.
Michael is survived by his mother
Phyllis Mason, brother Steve
James, sisters Janice James and her
husband Philip Marlow, Teresa
James and her husband Dirk
Heppel, and nieces Haylee Heppel
and Casey and Callye James.
Michael is preceded in death by his
father Guy James.

CARLOSS
FLOYD  ALLEN

Carloss Floyd Allen, of Irving,
passed away Friday, December 4,
2009. He was born September 6,
1958 in Dallas. Memorial services
were held at 10 AM Tuesday,
December 8, 2009 at Brown’s

Memorial Chapel with Rev. Byron
Allen officiating.

EUNICE  MAE
“GRANNY”  BOONE

Eunice Mae
“ G r a n n y ”
Boone, of Irv-
ing, passed
away Saturday,
December 5,
2009. She was
born October 4,
1925 in Grand

Prairie.  She is survived by chil-
dren Wanda MacLoon of Denton,
Billie Murdock and husband Jerry
of Natural Bridge, New York;
Johnny Boone of Dallas, Debora
O’Shea and husband Richard of
Justin; grandchildren Peter Works,
Robin Bartoletti and husband Eric,
Bethany Stretch and husband
George, Lisa Novak and husband
Jerry, Brian Murdock, Amy Riddle
and husband Jon, Darrin Boone,
Kelly Swofford, Amanda Abels
and husband Robert, Christina
O’Shea, and Erin O’Shea; 21 great
grandchildren; and 1 great-great
granddaughter. Funeral services
were held at 10 AM Wednesday,
December 9, 2009 at Brown’s Me-
morial Chapel. Interment followed
at Grove Hill Cemetery in Dallas.

ALMA  LOU
BRIDGES

Alma Lou Bridges, of Irving,
passed away Tuesday, December
8, 2009. She was born December
23, 1922 in Columbus, Kansas.
Graveside services were held at 3
PM Friday, December 11, 2009 at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens in
Irving with Pastor James Martin
officiating. Arrangements by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
   Buying, Selling or Relocating call...

Each office is independently owned and operated.

BILL WREN
Broker/Associate

(469) 951-1435
(972) 601-7841

Serving Irving since 1966

to start conversations amongst the
teens.

“Aside from the dangers, Texas
recently passed a new graduated
drivers license law that went into
effect September 2009. A lot of teens
and parents don’t know about these
new laws. Affective Sep. 1, teens
under the age of 18 cannot drive with

a wireless communication device on,
unless there is an emergency. It is
not only dangerous, but for young
drivers, it is against the law.”

The primary causes of fatal teen
crashes are speed, driver error and
distractions. Recent research con-
ducted by Virginia Tech’s Transpor-
tation Institute reveals that texting
while driving can increase the risk

of an accident by 23 times.
“Texting is one of the most dan-

gerous distractions facing teens to-
day,” said Lloyd Nichols, an Allstate
agent in Irving. ”Unfortunately, it
can be easy to forget the dangers of
texting and driving when you get
behind the wheel. That’s why it is
important for teens, their friends and
families to acknowledge its risks and
pledge together not to do it.”

Parents play a pivotal role in
keeping teen drivers aware and ac-
countable for their actions.

More than 80 percent of teens
surveyed by Allstate admit their par-
ents have the most influence on how
they drive, and 79 percent say they
are most likely to take driving safety
advice from their parents.

“Everyone is susceptible to dis-
tractions behind the wheel. Our kids
learn about what is acceptable driv-
ing behavior from us and as parents,

it is important that we lead by ex-
ample and make this a family issue,”
said Nichols.

For a complete list of tour cit-

ies, tour schedule, and to download;
take the pledge, visit
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
thumbsuppledge.

Continued from page 1

Event raises teens aEvent raises teens aEvent raises teens aEvent raises teens aEvent raises teens awareness of tewareness of tewareness of tewareness of tewareness of texting while driving dangersxting while driving dangersxting while driving dangersxting while driving dangersxting while driving dangers

Correll Brown encourages students to participate in the
committment program.
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North
Texas Film Critics Association
(NTFCA) and hosts the weekly syn-
dicated Indie Rock Radio Show
Spin 180. Plus with his wife Cindy
they do a weekly radio feature, The
Mungles on Movies. For additional
reviews and interview clips visit
www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any
commentary are those of the writer,
and not necessarily those of The
Irving Rambler, the publisher, edi-
tor, or any staff member.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each
row across, each column down and each small 9 box suare con-

tains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Weekly SUDOKU

Don’t just go to the movies GO HOLLYWOOD

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines?

PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

# THE PRINCESS AND
THE FROG    G

12:25    1:25    2:50    4:15    5:15
6:50    7:40    9:15    10:05

* INVICTUS    PG13
1:00    4:00    7:05    10:05

* ARMORED    PG13
12:45    3:05    5:20    7:35    9:55

BROTHERS    R
1:50    4:25    7:00    9:35

EVERYBODY’S FINE    PG13
1:35    4:30    7:10    9:45

OLD DOGS    PG
1:35    3:50    7:00    9:25

FANTASTIC MR. FOX    PG
12:50    6:40

TWILIGHT SAGA:
 NEW MOON    PG13

1:20    3:00    4:20    7:15    9:05
10:10

THE BLIND SIDE    PG13
12:55    1:40    3:55    4:35    6:55

7:25    9:50    10:15

PLANET 51    PG
1:45    4:00    6:50    9:05

2012    PG13
1:30    5:30    9:00

Dec. 11 - 17

By Matt Mungle
Title: Fantastic Mr. Fox
Rated: PG

I am man enough to admit
when I am wrong. When I saw the
trailer for Fantastic Mr. Fox, I was
not even slightly interested. Even
the direction of Wes Anderson did
little to arouse my curiosity. So I
went in to the film hoping at best
for a clever tale and rich anima-
tion. What I found was a most de-
lightful and fanciful feast of wit,
humor and quirky animals.

Based on the 1970’s children’s
novel by Roald Dahl, this film
takes well known voices like
George Clooney and Meryl Streep
and combines them with stop mo-
tion animation and Digital Content
Protection (DCP) to create a
simple yet visually stunning world.

Wes Anderson’s screenplay
takes its meat from Dahl’s book
about Mr. Fox (George Clooney)
who gets on the bad side of three
rich farmers and goes underground
with his friends and family. There
they must find a way to survive
while continuing to wreak havoc
on the farmers. Along the way, they
learn to exist together and use their
own unique abilities to outwit the
humans. Mr. Fox is risky and cer-
tainly not grounded. He has tried
to settle down and raise a family,
but his inner animal just will not
allow it. This is the catalyst for the

story as a whole.
Anderson takes liberties with

the beginning and the ending, so
having not read the book I am not
sure how purists will feel about the
changes. I for one loved every
moment. It is very adult friendly
in its stylings and humor. Like
Dahl’s other book Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, this one has
dark undertones and a sly wink to
it. Sure your kids will like the furry
animals and the slapstick moments,
but I doubt many will get the movie
for what it is intended to be.

When referring to himself and
his existence Mr. Fox states in the
film, “Why a fox? Why not a horse,
or a beetle, or a bald eagle? I’m
saying this more as, like, existen-
tialism, you know? Who am I?
And how can a fox ever be happy
without, you’ll forgive the expres-
sion, a chicken in its teeth?” It is a
story about coming to grips with
who you are and how you are
wired. We are all unique and won-
derfully made and the key is find-
ing that in yourself.

If anything this film needs to
be seen for its look alone. It has a
70’s flair in regards to the costumes
and styling. There is never too
much. It is simple and uniform and
almost bland in coloring. Yet it is
still stunning. The stop motion
makes every movement important
and defined. Almost like the book
comes to life, but never loses its
illustration. You get the feeling you
are watching the characters move

Mr. Fox is fantastic
on a page instead of losing them
in a sea of graphics and animation.

Fantastic Mr. Fox is rated PG
for action, smoking and slang hu-
mor. I really feel that though safe
for most youngsters this film is
more suited for older teens and
adults mainly because of the dia-
logue. It is quick and snappy and
deep. For instance my favorite el-
ement is how they do not take curse
words out of the dialogue but sub-
stitute them with the actual word
“cuss.” So it stays clean but as an
adult you automatically insert the
word of your choice. It is mighty
clever indeed and adds a certain
humor to it that would be lost oth-
erwise. I give Fantastic Mr. Fox 4
out of 5 jars of cider. From the
story, to the animation to the de-
liver by the cast, it all came to-
gether with a snap!

As Mrs. Fox puts it, “Every-
thing about this is crazy. Especially
him. But that doesn’t make it any
more fantastic.” I could not agree
more. So says Matt Mungle

vides an opportunity for the children
to know the country hasn’t forgot-
ten them or the service of their par-
ent. More importantly, they get to
meet other kids like themselves.
Some of the best medicine these chil-
dren will receive is the opportunity
to meet other children

“It’s a great time. The moms and
dads are having a good time. It is
very helpful. It brings a lot of hope
and happiness during what for them
many times is a difficult time of year.

“The children are our primary
focus. But the moms, and we have
five dads this year, get a lot of help
from this too. They meet one another
and talk about the challenges of be-
coming a single parent all of a sud-
den, having to move, and being away
from the military family after they
have resettled. They form somewhat
of a support network.

“This is an organization that un-
fortunately continues to grow. We
will have 1,300 people here. We
know there are at least 8,000 other
children who qualify to be Snowball
kids.

“These children are in our com-
munities. They become somewhat
autonomous and disappear into the
fabric of our communities. When
they come together, it is then that we
see there really are some other
people who bear our price of free-
dom. It’s these little ones, who never
raised their hands. They never asked
to be in this position. This is the least
we can do for them.”

Monica Scarborough and her
daughter, Braelyn Mintzlaff, are ex-
cited that the Snowball Express
chose to bring their event to the
DFW area where they live. Braelyn’s
father, Army Staff Sgt. Brian
Mintzlaff, died on Dec. 18, 2006 in
Iraq during his third tour of duty.

“This is my first Snowball Ex-
press event,” Ms. Scarborough said.
“I am really excited. It is her third.
Her stepmom usually goes.

“I have gotten to witness how
happy it makes her, and the change
in her when she comes home. It
makes her so happy. I wish I could
bottle what she gets from Snowball,

because when she gets back she is
literally glowing.

“Her dad was killed Dec. 18, a
week before Christmas. We could
dread December 100 percent, be-
cause it marks each new anniversary
of his death. But she has this to look
forward to and it is really helpful. It
benefits her in a big way.

“We are excited about it being
held in Texas. She and her dad were
very much into Dallas. They always
used to go downtown. I could call
them when I was lost, and he could
get me through all the streets. He
knew Dallas like the back of his
hand. So in a way, we feel like he is
hosting.”

Ten year old Braelyn finds the
friends she meets though Snowball
Express have a better understanding
of her situation than her other friends
do.

“Through Snowball I have met
so many people, and so many kids
who know what I am going through.
It is just really cool.

“School sort of feels pretty
weird. The kids at school can’t un-
derstand. They try to understand
their best, but all they can say is ‘I’m
sorry’ and walk away. To have kids
who do understand is really nice. I
love it,” Braelyn said.

Danielle Balmer and her 10 year
old son traveled from Great Falls,
MT to participate in the Snowball

Express. Danielle’s husband, Air
Force Tech. Sgt. Ryan A. Balmer,
assigned as special agent to the Air
Force Office of Special Investiga-
tion, died June 5, 2007 in Kirkuk,
Iraq.

“This is our second Snowball
Express,” Ms. Balmer said. “I love
that it is a chance for both of us to
be around other people who are in
our shoes. We can let our hair down
for a little bit and have some fun.

“I am so thankful and so grate-
ful for this event. I love the oppor-
tunity to come out and meet with
other widows, and for my son to
meet other children like him. This is
a time for us, not to forget, but to
put it in the back of our minds for a
little while.

“This month is two and a half
years that he has been gone. It pro-
gressively changes. It goes from
worse to a little better, back to worse.
Things like this help a lot.

“My son understands that he is
not the only one who has been af-
fected by this and losing his dad,”
she said.

Continued from page 1

Children struggle to bear the high price of freedom

Eager for an authentic Texas experience, a youngster tries his
hand at throwing a lasso.
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LASER TEETH WHITENING
at the SMILE SPA

ZOOM WHITENING: In office
procedure.

$195

LASER WHITENING: We use a state
of the art procedure that is guaranteed to
lighten your smile 6 - 13 shades. Includes cus-
tom trays, home bleach and maintenance prod-
ucts. $545

HOME BLEACHING: Includes
custom trays with 3 syringes of bleaching gel.

$130
- Dentures In-house-Lab
- Snoring, grinding, and sports appliances
- Digital X-rays
- Porcelain crowns, bridges, veneers
- Orthodontics-Metal free & invasalign
- Laser & Zoom Whitening

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

THE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPATHE  SMILE  SPA
The Smile Spa

FREE Sonicare Toothbrush
w/completion of

$3000 in treatment
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
New Patient Hygiene

Special $225
Call for details
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Laser Whitening

$545
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Zoom Whitening

$195
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
Save $100 on

Orthodontic Records
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
$10 off

Custom Sports Guard
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
$20 off

Dental Treatments
over $300

972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
FREE

Cosmetic Consultation
972-256-5500

The Smile Spa
David D. Nix, D.D.S., P.A.
3000 N. MacArthur Blvd.

Irving, TX 75062
972-659-1050 or 972-256-5500

www.drnix.com

Most PPO Dental Plans Accepted * No Interest Financing Available

Dr. Thomas Ray Vielma, OD
Therapeutic Optometrist

10% off
With coupon

972.258.2222
2412 Irving Mall
Irving, TX 75062

-  FULL-SERVICE OPTICAL
     (GUCCI - D&G - VERSACE)
-  SPECTACLE/CONTACT EXAMS

-  TREATMENT OF EYE DESESEASES

You can bet your “Bottom Dollar”
we have low prices!!!

We are open 7 days a week!!
We accept CASH ONLY!

Located at:
751 N BRITAIN RD
IRVING, TX  75061
972 - 523 - 0568

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

BOTTOM DOLLAR
 RESALE AND THRIFT

If you are looking for it we most likely have it or just ask!!!

Irving Arts Center celebrates the holidays


