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December 10, 2011“Irving’s weekly community newspaper”
RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50c

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

WE CARE ABOUT YOU
& YOUR FAMILY

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

972-253-4200972-253-4200
www.mscitx.comwww.mscitx.com

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 

Lab & Radiology:
Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM

Not available for After Hours Clinic

Valdez Clinic:
3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400

Tuscan:
701 Tuscan Dr #205

Las Colinas:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250

OB/GYN:
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Baylor MOBI:
2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425

Expires: 12/31/2011

Photo by John Starkey

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Irving Heritage House, 
Tery Earle, Charles and Catherine Schulze’ nephew, shares 
newspaper clippings featuring the house with Mary Moorman.

Christmas 
traditions 
flourish at the 
Arts Center
By Jess Paniszczyn

Hundreds of children and 
their parents enjoyed a Victorian 
Christmas during the Irving Arts 
Center’s annual Holiday Open 
House on Dec. 2.

Inside the Arts Center the 
young and the young at heart 
could wander through a forest 
of trees decorated by the PTAs 
and PTOs of local schools, create 
crafts, listen to carolers and eat 
cookies. Outside, children could 
ride a Christmas themed train 
though the Sculpture Garden. 
An hour long performance of 
A Christmas Carol rounded out 
the evening. 

Exploring the event for the 
first time, Cherish Bazquez and 
her children started their holi-
days off with enthusiasm. 

“My daughter’s artwork is 
displayed in the gallery, so we 
came to see it,” Bazquez said. 
“We’ve had a lot of fun out here. 
My son and daughter have been 
doing a lot of crafts, and I’ve 
been doing some craft things 
with them too. I’m just having 
fun looking at all the booths 

Some like it hot
Terlingua-winning chefs
join in Irving chili cook off
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Irving Fire and Police Departments 
hosted their annual Blue Christmas Chili 
Cook Off in Heritage Park on Dec. 3.

Along with face painting, vendors, a 
live auction and raffles, participants had 
the opportunity to taste chili cooked by 
international chili champions. 

Three Irving chili cooks returned with 
trophies from the Terlingua International 

By Jess Paniszczyn
Members of the Irving Heri-

tage Society gathered in the Irving 
Heritage House, located at 303 S. 
O’Connor, to kick off the House’s 
100th anniversary celebration on 
Dec.4. 

“This house belonged to Charles 
Percy (C.P.) Schulze, the brother J.O. 
Schulze, the founder of Irving,” Mary 
Higbie, a member of the Heritage So-
ciety explained. “In 1912, C.P. Schulze 
married Virginia Tucker. That same 
year, he hired Fred Joffre to build this 

prairie style bungalow on Iowa Street. 
At that time, it was one of the finest 
homes in this young community. In 
1913, their first child was born. In 
1914, they finally got around to hav-
ing a house warming party for their 
new home with a Valentine’s Tea. 

“Following the deaths of C.P. 
Schulze in 1957 and Virginia in 1966 
the house was closed. Only one family 
has ever lived here, the Schulze fam-
ily. Perhaps one of the most impor-
tant landmarks of the Bicentennial 

By Jess Paniszczyn 

It was a normal day for Kasha Cohen 
when she received a phone call she had 
never hoped to receive. On the other end 
of the line, ADT Operator Audrey Lewis 
informed Kasha that an alarm had been 
triggered at her house.

“I had to go home for a few minutes 
before I went to the library, and I thought I 
would start a pot of soup. I thought I would 
turn it off when it started to boil, and it 
would sit there hot until I returned home,” 
Kasha recalled.

“About 5:30 p.m. I received a telephone 
call from ADT. I was told there was a smoke 
alarm at my house. Suddenly I realized that 
I had left the soup on boil. I never even 
turned it to low.

The cold and rain could not dampen the holi-
day spirit as the City of Irving hosted the 25th an-
nual Holiday Extravaganza parade. Watchers and 
participants alike tried to remain as dry as pos-
sible as the parade traveled through the Heritage 
District on Dec. 3. Following the parade, a tree 
lighting ceremony was held at Irving’s City Hall. 

The festivities included a holiday stage show 
highlighting the youth and children’s activities, 
and fireworks launched from Millennium Park.

The Holiday Lights at Centennial Park in-
cluding a festive arrangement of holiday-themed 
illuminated exhibits will be on display through 
Dec. 26, from dusk to 10 p.m.

By Alice Canham
A cross-section of Irving’s most 

powerful citizens gathered this week 
to honor a beloved philanthropist/
volunteer with Irving’s Family Advo-
cacy Center and COPS, along with her 
late husband, a physician and former 
Irving City Councilman whose life 
was dedicated to environmental 
causes. Carol Susat and the late Dr. 

George Susat are this year’s recipients 
of the La Cima Club ‘Legacy Award’.

“We decided to recognize in-
dividuals or organizations that had 
contributed to Irving’s growth and 
success, and to the healthfulness of 
others,” La Cima General Manager 
Rich Lakers told the gathering of 
friends and cohorts. “We wanted to 
recognize very special people and 

organizations who have helped make 
this a better community and a better 
world.”

It fell to City Councilman Rick 
Stopfer to summarize the life and 
impact of Dr. George Susat. He 
characterized Dr. Susat as a “large, 
gentle, kind and cheerful man” with a 
passion for life, whose most common 
expression was, “Don’t we live in an 

amazing world?“
As Stopfer described Dr. Susat’s 

daily cup of coffee, filled to overflow-
ing, many of the 80-plus people in 
the room chuckled. He sketched 
Susat’s dedication to the Irving Parks 
Department, to the Sister Cities pro-
gram; but most of all to his wife Carol, 
whose experience as a nurse allowed 
her to share an understanding of the 

medical world.
For her part, Carol Susat had 

“designs on improving the welfare 
of our citizens,” according to Irving 
Police Captain John Rodriguez. 

“She grew up right here and 
graduated from Irving High School, 
and became an emergency nurse at 
Parkland, retiring after a successful 

Operator makes 
a difference in 
people’s lives

Legacy Award honors couples’ commitment to community

See LEGACY AWARD, Page 5

See ARTS CENTER, Page 10

See ADT OPERATOR, Page 8

See CHILI COOK OFF, Page 5

Holidays greeted 
with parade, fireworks

More parade photos on Page 11

Photo by John Starkey

Celebrating a house with a history

See HERITAGE HOUSE, Page 12
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Dear Editor: 
In reference to Firemen PAC 

campaign contributions in your lat-
est edition many believe the Firemen 
PAC should get out of campaigning 
for candidates that suit their own per-
sonal gain. These recent notices of the 
PAC activities are very disturbing and 
leave a bitter taste in many people’s 
mouth. It is absolutely and encour-
aged for the firemen to support and 
campaign for any candidate of their 
choice but not as Irving Fireman’s 
group. It is alarming to see Texas 
Ethics Fines, and outside developers 
using our firemen as a tool to influ-
ence voters from our own city service 
employees paid by our own tax dol-
lars. How would you like to see the 
PAC campaigning for Obama, Perry, 
and other political figures? It may be 
legal but it does not make it right. 

B.M. Allen

Dear Letter to the Editor
 I was really informed by the ad 

from Irving Voices with all the names 
and dollars that the Firemen PAC 
spent on their volunteers.

One thing that really stuck out 
was the amount of $115,000.00 Billy 
Bob Barnett contributed. It seems 
like the total amount the PAC spent 
on labor was $133K. I am wondering 
how much Billy Bob will spend on the 
upcoming elections in May since the 
Entertainment Center is not a done 
deal at least not to the tune of $250M 
he and city official first proposed. 

 S.A. Bass

Editor:
 I wish to thank Irving Voices 

for publishing an ad that exposed 
the truth regarding how far Irving 
has fallen and how bad the politics 
in Irving has gotten. The ad not only 
did exposed how many firemen in 
Irving where paid, though the ad did 
not identify which of those paid were 
firemen or the positions they held 
with the IFD, but how much they 
were paid. 

Not that many weeks ago, my 
wife was told by the wife of an Irving 
fireman that the firemen were not 
paid but volunteered their time in 
support of certain candidates in the 

last Irving elections. I would like to 
hear that fireman’s wife explain all 
of the Irving firemen listed in the 
Irving Voices ad as paid by the fire-
men’s PAC.

The ad exposed that an Irving 
fireman and his wife were paid more 
than $10,000.00 and the ad also ex-
posed where a former elected official 
in Irving, and his extended family 
that included an Irving fireman, were 
paid $12,620.00. Is this evidence, 
like a previous Irving Voices ad ex-
posed, how both the firemen’s PAC 
and some doing business in Irving 
buy elected officials and influence 
Irving elections?

Additionally, what the current 
Irving Voices ad exposed was just 
how many that received money 
from the firemen’s PAC do not live in 
Irving even though those paid were 
trying to influence the outcome of 
elections in Irving. Of the 106 people 
listed as paid by the firemen’s PAC, 
only 19 were listed as living in Irving; 
when 8 of the 19 were the former 
elected official in Irving and his ex-
tended family.

This is evidence that Irving 
needs enforceable ethics rules and 
that is especially true when it comes 
to elected officials, given what many 
received in contributions from those 
trying to do business in Irving and 
those entities that receive public 
funds. It has been said that the per-
son that donated the majority of the 
money to the firemen’s PAC and to 
several current/former elected of-
ficials in Irving only had the money 
to make the donations after receiving 
public funds from Irving. That is very 
troubling…

S. Paul Jordan

Editor:
As a retired Irving Firefighter 

with 41 years of service and a citizen 
of Irving for more than 60 years, I 
have seen a lot of politics come and 
go but none that’s quite as confusing 
as what is happening now.

First let me say I think if the Ir-
ving Firefighters Political Action Com-
mittee had been backing candidates 
that the “Voices” approved of, they 
would be praising the PAC’s efforts.

What was all the money that was 
contributed to other candidates used 
for? I’ll bet a lot of it was spent in 
exactly the same way that the FFPAC 
spent their money.

Larry D. Erwin
P.S. Hang on to that list of PAC 

workers; they will be available to 
work on future campaigns but only 
for candidates they agree with. 

The Letters to the Editor 
section is devoted to giving the 
people of Irving a voice. The Ir-
ving Rambler accepts your in-
put, letters, comments – good 
as well as bad, and opinions. 
This section is provided for you 
the reader.

If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com
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LETTERs TO THE EDITOR

We’ve 
Got…

136 S. Main St. #101
in Historic Downtown Irving

972.259.TEAM (8326)
WeveGotSpiritTexas.com

Bring in this ad
for 10% off your order

Expires 2/28/12Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOSE?

 Are you embarrassed to eat in public? 

Have mini-implants placed in the morning and eat lunch 
with more security in the afternoon. 

 Call today to find out more about improving the quality 
of your life with mini-implants.

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

Need your Dental Work Today?
Have a crown made while you wait.

No more temporary crowns and fewer

appointments means less time off from work.

Has it been years since you went to the dentist? 

Is it because you had a bad experience? 
If so, we have some good news. 

A few small pills can help you relax and have a 
completely comfortable experience.

Call today to find out more about dentistry 
with oral sedation.

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

12/31/11

2413 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

NW corner of SH 183 
@ Story Rd.

972.257.2597

* Arts & Craft Supplies
* Scrapbooking & Stamping Supplies
* Teacher Supplies
* Learning Opportunities for All Ages

Monday - Friday 10am-9pm;
Saturday 9am-9pm; Sunday 1pm-5pm

CHECK OUT 
the schedule on our web site:
www.GooglyEyesCrafts.com

By Alice Canham
Hundreds of first-generation 

small business owners were dazzled 
recently by their experience working 
with the Irving Convention Center. 
The North Texas Business Alliance 
brought members and vendors from 
throughout the nation to “show who 
we are and what we do behind the 
scenes,” according to spokesman 
Kziz Jiwani.

NTBA, formerly known as the 
North Texas Trade Association, 
includes primarily owners of gas sta-
tions and convenience stores. 

“Our Board met in Chicago four 
months ago. We decided then to offer 
our first-ever Exhibition and Trade 
Expo for our members,” Jiwani said.

How did they hear about the 
opportunity with Irving’s Convention 
Center? Word of mouth. 

“We had friends who worked 
with a wedding planners’ group, and 
they had good things to say.

“We especially liked that this 
was a convenient, central location. 
We had participation from 700 or 
more business owners and 75 or 76 
vendors.

“They also liked the weather 
while we were here,” he added.

The Convention Center staff 
high grades, too, for making the event 
exceed the group’s expectations in 
very little time.

“We started planning this, ac-
tually it was only sixty days ago,” 
Jiwani said. 

“Since then, we’ve had very posi-
tive feedback from our people.”

Business Alliance meets in Irving

n Dec. 10, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Eco-Holiday Tea 

Learn about green gift ideas, eco-
wrapping and eco-entertainment 
options over tea and a light lunch at 
Glory House Bistro, 109 S. Main St. 
Attendees will receive an eco-holiday 
gift and have a chance to win prizes. 
Registration and $10 fee per person 
are required.
n December 10 at 10:55 a.m.
Holiday Wreath-laying 

Dallas Fort Worth National Cem-
etery, 2000 Mountain Creek Pkwy., 
Dallas will host Wreaths Across 
America, a holiday wreath-laying 
ceremony to honor and remember 
our nation’s Veterans. The Civil Air 
Patrol, Veterans service organizations 
and citizens are coordinating the event 
to honor Veterans of each branch of 
the military, the Merchant Marine as 
well as Prisoners of War and those 
still Missing in Action (POW/MIA). 
For more information contact Jessica 
Jacobsen at 817-385-3720.
n December 13 from 6-8 p.m.
Holiday Fair

North Lake College will host a 
holiday fair at its South Campus. 
Visitors to the campus will receive 
information about upcoming courses 
and workshops and find out about 
financial aid for credit and continuing 
education classes. 

The ESL Program will hold an open 
house and individuals interested in 
ESL courses will have the opportunity 
to enroll in a series of exclusive free 
workshops. The South Campus is 
located at on the northeast corner of 
West Shady Grove Road and MacAr-
thur Boulevard. The holiday fair is free 
and open to the public.
n December 14 from 9a.m. to 1 p.m.
Blood Pressure Screenings 

The Visiting Nurse Association will 
be providing blood pressure screen-
ings at the Heritage Senior Center on 
200 SouthJefferson Street in Irving. 
The screenings are free and available 
to individuals 60 years of age or older. 
For additional information contact 
Vivienne Armstrong, R.N. and health 

promotion program coordinator with 
the Visiting Nurse Association, at 214-
689-2230.
n December 15 from Noon to 1 p.m.
Bereavement Luncheon

Denise Donofrio, a licensed profes-
sional counselor and grief expert, will 
be the featured speaker. 

This event is hosted by the Visiting 
Nurse Association. Ms. Donofrio will 
speak on “The Gifts of Grief.” at the 
Church of the Incarnation on 3966 
McKinney Avenue in Dallas. There 
is no cost to attend the luncheon, but 

reservations are requested and can 
be made through Dec. 13 by calling 
214-689-2633.
n DEADLINE December 16
Toy Drive

The Police and Fire departments 
are again hosting the Blue Christmas 
Toy Drive. Donations of new, un-
wrapped toys for children ages 1–16 
(gifts for teens are most needed), as 
well as canned and box food items, 
can be dropped off at any Irving fire 
station through Dec. 16. For more 
information, call 972-721-2746.

Rainy start to the holiday season
Following the Christmas parade on Dec. 3, crowds braved 
the wet and cold to watch the tree lighting ceremony at 
Irving’s City Hall. 

Photos by John Starkey
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n 12/4/11 Structure Fire: The 
victim is handicapped and in a wheel-
chair. It appears that he was smoking 
while hooked up to an oxygen device 
and accidentally set his home in 
the 1800 block of Gilbreath on fire. 
He perished in the fire. The other 
residents of the home were not at 
home at the time. IFD Fire Marshall 
responded to the scene and will con-
duct the investigation.
n 12/6/11 at 12:09 a.m. Aggra-
vated Robbery: Suspects grabbed 
victim from behind as he was walking 
towards his apartment in the Eagle 
Crest Apartment Complex. One sus-
pect pointed a pistol at the victim and 
demanded his wallet. The suspects 
took his wallet and keys and then 
fled on foot. Victim was not injured.
n 12/6/11 at 12:32a.m. Theft of 
a Person: The victim had just made 
a deposit in the ATM machine at 
Bank of America in the 3600 Block 
of N. Beltline when two suspects ap-
proached him and took his cash and 
cell phone. The suspects ran on foot 
towards the back of the bank and 
may have driven off in a white car. 
Suspects didn’t display a weapon and 
victim was not injured.

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

POLICE REPORT 

Irving Fire Department responded to 178 
incidents December 1-7.

IRVING 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Fire incidents
52  Misc. Fire/ 
 Rescue Calls
0 Special 
 Operations
3 Structure Fires 
2 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
15 Major Accidents
53 Major Medical
12 Heart Attacks
15 Difficulty 
 Breathing 
17 Trauma Related 
9 CPR Situations

Does advertising 
work in the 

Irving Rambler?
It just did!

Sales@IrvingRambler.com — 
817-454-4050 

The following information was published in the Irving Police Department’s Jail Log. Individuals 
listed in this section have been arrested on a felony charge and reflect only a fraction of people each 
week who find themselves the guests of the Irving Police Department. All individuals appearing 
here are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. For more information, visit the 
City of Irving website, www.cityofIrving.org.

POLICE JAIL LOG 

KEY
CJC – Criminal Justice Center
DWLI – Driving While License invalid
FMFR – Failure to Maintain Finance Responsibility
MVI – Motor Vehicle Inspection
FV – Family Violence
UUMV – Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle
DSO – Dallas Sheriff Office
SO – Sheriff Office
MIP – Minor In Possession (Alcohol) 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year – and the most 

stressful, too. By leaving your car in the garage, you not 

only save on holiday headaches – you save close to $750 

a month. So breathe easier this holiday season and leave 

the driving to DART!

 I choose to:

o Free up my holiday 
budget

o Head to the mall the 
easy way

o Let someone else fi ght 

for a parking spot

o All of the above

214.979.1111
DART.org

For more information about DART, 
scan this code.

To get a QR Code reader, visit 
DART.org/QRCode with your 
mobile device.

1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS
20% o� 1st purchase

BAGGETT, CAIN
AGE: 18
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
1100 LINDY
Charge 1: ABUSIVE 
LANGUAGE
Fine Amount: $406
Charge 2: DISRUP 
OF CLASS
Fine Amount: $635
Charge 3: DISRUP 
OF CLASS
Fine Amount: $450
Charge 4: ABUSIVE 
LANGUAGE
Fine Amount: $450
Charge 5: FIGHTING 
IN PUBLIC
Fine Amount: $450
Charge 6: JNA FTA
Fine Amount: $550
Charge 7: JNA FTA
Fine Amount: $550
Charge 8: JNA FTA
Fine Amount: $550
Charge 9: JNA POSS 
OF DRUG PAR
Fine Amount: $250
Charge 10: 
BEDFORD ASLT/
BOD INJ
Bail Amount: $2,500
Charge 11: DSO/
INSUF POS HEROIN
Charge 12: TARR CO 
SO-ASLT FV
Bail Amount: $2,500

BALDERAS, MIGUEL 
ANGEL
AGE: 19
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
3102 W NORTHGATE 
DR #1032
Charge 1: M/D CS 
PG1 >=1G DFZ
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 2: M/D CS 
PG1 >=1G DFZ
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 3: M/D CS 
PG1 >=1G DFZ
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 4: M/D CS 
PG1 <1G DFZ
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 5: ENGAGE 
IN ORGANIZED
Bail Amount: $10,000

BELMONT, ALDO 
JAVIER
AGE: 20
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
3102 W NORTHGATE 
#1032
Charge 1: ENGAGE 
IN ORGANIZED
Charge 2: MAN DEL 
CS PG 1 >=1G
Charge 3: 
IMMIGRATION 
DETAINER

CARTON, MELISSA 
FAYE
AGE: 30
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION:
Charge 1: THEFT 
U/1500
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 2: MISS-
POSS OF PRECURS
Charge 3: POSS 
DRUG PARA
Fine Amount: $560
Charge 4: GIVE 
WRONG NAME
Fine Amount: $351
Charge 5: POSS 
DRUG PARA
Fine Amount: $359
Charge 6: SAFETY 
BELT
Fine Amount: $200
Charge 7: FTA
Fine Amount: $182
Charge 8: SAFETY 
BELT
Fine Amount: $200
Charge 9: FTA
Fine Amount: $182

CASE, ASHLEY 
DEANNE
AGE: 28
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
95 HIGHLAND PARK 
CT
Charge 1: AGG ASLT 
D/W
Bail Amount: $50,000

CHIVERS, 
CHRISTOPHER 
DONNELL
AGE: 26
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
7400 N MACARTHUR 
BL
Charge 1: UNL POSS 
FIREARM FEL
Bail Amount: $5,000
Charge 2: ENGAGE 
IN ORGAN CRIM
Bail Amount: $10,000
Charge 3: THEFT OF 
FIREARM
Bail Amount: $3,500
Fine Amount: $3,500

DANSBY, SIMIAN 
RASHA
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
OAKLAND/SIXTH
Charge 1: SPEEDING
Fine Amount: $301
Charge 2: SPEEDING
Fine Amount: $291
Charge 3: FORGERY 
GOVT/NATIONA
Bail Amount: $5,000

EDMONDSON, 
CHRISTOPHER 
LADARIUS
AGE: 18
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
BELTLINE/
NORTHGATE
Charge 1: ROBBERY
Charge 2: GIVE 
WRONG NAME
Bail Amount: $370
Charge 3: ROBBERY
Charge 4: ROBBERY

FISHER, MICHAEL
AGE: 28
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2312 SPANISH TR
Charge 1: AGG 
ROBBERY
Bail Amount: $75,000

FRANKLIN, LEO 
GAYLON
AGE: 56
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
E SHADY GROVE 
RD/S WILDWOOD 
DR
Charge 1: TDCJ-
DANGEROUS 
DRUGS
Charge 2: NO 
LICENSE PLATE 
LIGHT
Fine Amount: $250
Charge 3: DWLI
Fine Amount: $525
Charge 4: FMFR-
SUBSEQUENT OFFE
Fine Amount: $715

GROVES, 
ANTRAMILYAN 
DESHUN
AGE: 27
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2737 W WALNUT 
HILL LN
Charge 1: MAN/
DEL CS
Bail Amount: $50,000
Charge 2: UNL POSS 
FIREARM FEL
Bail Amount: $15,000
Charge 3: POSS 
MARIJ >2OZ<=4OZ
Bail Amount: $500

JACKSON, SHAWN 
DARCELL
AGE: 33
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
4440 W 183 SSR 
FW EB
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Bail Amount: $5,000
Charge 2: POSS CS 
PG 1 >=1G<4G
Bail Amount: $5,000
Charge 3: EVADING 
ARREST DETEN
Bail Amount: $500

JONES, ROBERT 
LEE
AGE: 18
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
BELTLINE/
NORTHGATE
Charge 1: ROBBERY
Charge 2: FAIL TO 
SIG TURN
Bail Amount: $193
Charge 3: NO 
DRIVERS LICENSE
Bail Amount: $206
Charge 4: FAIL TO 
DIM HEADLIGT
Bail Amount: $173
Charge 5: ROBBERY
Charge 6: ROBBERY

JUAREZ, LUIS 
ALFREDO
AGE: 22
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
3102 W NORTHGATE 
#1032
Charge 1: ENGAGE 
IN ORGANIZED 
CRIME
Charge 2: MAN DEL 
CS PG 1>=1G
Charge 3: MAN DEL 
CS PG 1>=1G

LEE, SEQUOIA 
LETRECE
AGE: 21
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
7400 N MACARTHUR 
BL
Charge 1: ENGAGE 
IN ORGANIZED 
CRIME
Bail Amount: $10,000
Charge 2: THEFT OF 
FIREARM
Bail Amount: $3,500

MARTINEZ, EDGAR 
CEBALLOS
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2801 SHADYLAKE 
CT
Charge 1: DV 
ASSAULT IMPEDE 
BR

MCDANIELS, 
VANQUISHA
AGE: 21
SEX: F
ARREST 
LOCATION: 4600 W 
PIONEER DR
Charge 1: THEFT 
PROP>=$1,500<$
Charge 2: SAFETY 
BELT DRIVER
Bail Amount: $197

MITCHELL, KAYMAN 
EUGENE
AGE: 28
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
3539 W NORTHGATE 
DR #2002
Charge 1: POSS 
MARIJ >4OZ<=5LB
Charge 2: POSS CS 
PG 3 < 28G
Bail Amount: $500

MORALES, JOSE 
LOPEZ
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
SPUR 482/CENTURY 
CENTER
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Bail Amount: 
$100,000
Charge 2: DWI (.101)
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 3: 
IMMIGRATION-ICE 
HOLD

MORGAN, LATASHA
AGE: 30
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
2813 W WALNUT 
HILL 1023
Charge 1: TDCJ 
PAROLE VIOL
Charge 2: GREGG 
SO THF U/2OK
Charge 3: BEDFORD 
FMFR
Fine Amount: $240
Charge 4: BEDFORD 
NO DL
Fine Amount: $245

MUNOZ, JOSE 
HORACIO
AGE: 24
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
482/CENTURY 
CENTER
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Bail Amount: 
$100,000
Charge 2: PUBLIC 
INTOX
Fine Amount: $475
Charge 3: 
IMMIGRATION-ICE 
HOLD

PERSONETT, 
AMBER LYNN
AGE: 34
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
600 E THIRD 
STREET
Charge 1: 
MANUFACTURE/
DELIVER
Bail Amount: 
$100,000
Charge 2: DSO PV 
ATMPT POSS CS
Charge 3: COLLIN 
CO PR MAN DEL
Charge 4: FORGERY 
GOVT/NATIONA
Bail Amount: $5,000

PONCE, BRUCE
AGE: 33
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
300 PECOS TR
Charge 1: 
DSO>ATGOB/UPF 
FELON
Bail Amount: $30,000
Charge 2: 
DSO>ATGOB/POSS 
CS
Bail Amount: $30,000

RAMIREZ, RICK
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
1145 W 183 WB NSR 
FW
Charge 1: THEFT 
PROP<$1,500

RAY, TIERRA
AGE: 28
SEX: F
ARREST LOCATION: 
3660 N BELTLINE RD
Charge 1: FORGERY 
FINANCIAL IN

SHEFFIELD, DAMUN 
ONEIL
AGE: 33
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
E 183 NSR FW WB/
CARL RD
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Bail Amount: $5,000

SLATT, STEPHEN
AGE: 47
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2601 EDINBURGH 
ST
Charge 1: 
BURGLARY OF 
HABITATION

STYERS, BRIAN LEE
AGE: 28
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
10116 STAUBACH 
DR
Charge 1: EVADING 
ARREST DET
Charge 2: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Charge 3: DWLI
Bail Amount: $425

ZAVALA, JOSE 
ALFREDO
AGE: 41
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2869 W PIONEER 
DR #225
Charge 1: DV 
ASSAULT BODILY IN
Bail Amount: $1,500
Charge 2: INTERFER 
W/EMERGENCY
Bail Amount: $1,500
Charge 3: DV 
ASSAULT BI FAM/HO
Bail Amount: $5,000

WHITE, JAMES 
TERRANCE
AGE: 33
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 9600 
BLK BROCKBANK, 
DALLAS, TX
Charge 1: EVADING 
ARREST DET
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 2: 
BURGLARY OF 
HABITATI
Bail Amount: $25,000
Charge 3: POSS CS 
PG 1 >=1G<4G
Bail Amount: $5,000

VONATZIGEN, 
CHRISTIAN
AGE: 41
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
2501 IRVING MALL
Charge 1: CRIM 
MISCHIEF U/$50
Bail Amount: $375
Charge 2: GARLAND 
THF U/$20K
Bail Amount: $10,000

VASQUEZ, JOSE 
RICARDO
AGE: 32
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
BALLEYWOOD RD/E 
IRVING BL
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG2>=4G<400G
Bail Amount: $10,000
Charge 2: POSS CS 
PG3 <28G MA
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 3: POSS MJ 
<2OZ
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 4: BALCH 
SPRINGS SPDNG
Fine Amount: $162
Charge 5: BALCH 
SPRINGS DWLI
Fine Amount: $269
Charge 6: BALCH 
SPRINGS FMFR
Fine Amount: $294
Charge 7: BALCH 
SPRINGS SPDNG
Bail Amount: $252
Charge 8: BALCH 
SPRINGS NO DL
Bail Amount: $298
Charge 9: BALCH 
SPRINGS FTA
Bail Amount: $239
Charge 10: BALCH 
SPRINGS VPTA
Bail Amount: $247
Charge 11: 
MANUFACTURE/
DELIVER
Bail Amount: $50,000
Charge 12: 
FORGERY GOVT/
NATIONA
Bail Amount: $5,000

TORRES, JAVIER
AGE: 40
SEX: M
ARREST LOCATION: 
403 HIGH SCHOOL 
LN
Charge 1: DSO-DV 
ASSLT IMP BRE
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Fabulously Frugale - Fashion Boutique 
Opens in Irving

Fabulously Frugale, located in 105 S. Main St. is a shop owned by 
Deborah Galloway. It’s a clean, well lit consignment store which sells 
new & gently used current style & vintage clothing, jewelry, accessories, 
unique furniture & home decor, collectibles and gifts. 

Irving-Las Colinas Chamber Board Chairwoman Jo Ann Goin 
welcomed guests to the grand opening ceremony. City council members 
Rick Stopfer, Mike Galloway and Lewis Patrick attended, as well as city 
staffers Tommy Gonzalez and Teresa Adrian.

Several chamber officials and ambassadors attended this event, 
including chamber president Chris Wallace. 

Fabulously Frugale located at 105 S. Main St. Irving, TX. They can 
be reached at: (972) 893-1579, or visit them at their location.

Downtown Irving - Home to New U.S. Postal 
Service Location at Office Products Warehouse

O f f i c e  P r o d u c t s 
Warehouse and the U.S. 
Postal Service have part-
nered to bring a post office 
back to downtown Irving. 
The full service post office 
and office supply center is 
located in one convenient 
location. Customers can 
now enjoy post office ser-
vices at the facility.

Irving-Las Colinas Chamber Board Chairwoman Jo Ann Goin 
welcomed guests to the grand opening ceremony. City council members 
Rick Stopfer, Mike Galloway and Lewis Patrick attended, as well as city 
staffers Tommy Gonzalez and Teresa Adrian and U.S. Postal Service 
employees.

Office Products Warehouse is located at 135 South Main Street, 
Irving, TX 75060-2926.

Googly Eyes & Craft Supplies Gives Back
Through the month on December, Irving’s local craft supplier 

Googly Eyes opening up its craft rooms and all of their Clubs and Crops 
are FREE this month.  Spend a little quiet time away from the hustle 
and bustle.

Any time that their classroom is available during the month of 
December, you are welcome to bring up your Holiday (or everyday) 
projects to work on ... for Free.  Please plan to have everything cleaned 
up at least 30 minutes before a scheduled class/meeting. 

In addition, bring in at 
least one canned good for 
Irving Cares and fish for a 
discount ALL MONTH at 
Googly Eyes Craft Supplies.

Visit them at 2413 
W e s t  A i r p o r t  F r e e -
way, Irving, TX 75062, 
972.257.2597; http://
GooglyEyesCrafts.com; 
ContactUs@GooglyEyes-
Crafts.com.

“Provided in partnership with the 
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.” 

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O’Connor Blvd., Suite 100 | Irving, TX  75039 | www.irvingchamber.com

Alex W. Garcia, DPM

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING 800 W. Airport Fwy., Suite 110 Irving TX 75062

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 214-492-1970

Specialist in Podiatry

✦ Board Certified in Podiatric Primary Care and Podiatric Surgery

✦ Founding Associate of American Professional Wound Care Association

✦ Completed residencies in Podiatric Orthopedics and Podiatric Surgery

✦ Bilingual: Spanish and English

Salvation Army 
hosts annual 
Super Lunch
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Salvation Army Irving pre-
sented its 19th annual Super Lunch 
in the Irving Convention Center 
on Dec. 5. The event featured live 
music provided by a Salvation Army 
Brass Band as well as a silent and 
live auction.

“The Salvation Army is vital to 
our community and works 365 days 
a year to serve those in need,” said 
Al Zapanta - Chairman Advisory 
Council Chairman. “This month your 
Irving Corp will help provide Christ-
mas toys and food to almost 1,600 
Irving families.

“The Salvation Army believes in 
the great potential of youth in becom-
ing great leaders and contributors to 
the Irving community. To this end, 
many of the programs available at 
The Salvation Army are designed to 
help young people discover their tal-
ents and giftedness while providing 
them the opportunities to positively 
express themselves as full members 
of our community.”

The Youth of the Year Award 
was presented to the third grade class 
of CFB ISD’s Tom Landry Elemen-
tary School taught by Ms. Lisa Burns.

 “Our project just makes me 
so proud of my kids this year,” said 
Burns. “I have never been as proud 
of a group of kids as I am this year, 
because these kids truly wanted 
to make a difference in their com-
munity. They wanted to give back 
and help people in need even if that 
meant helping people they don’t 
know and that they wouldn’t receive 
anything back. 

“Ms. Craddick came in and 
spoke about a family that has a need. 
My kids took that idea and just took 
off with it. They started making post-
ers for the school. They asked the 
principal if they could talk during 
the announcements and encourage 
other people to care. It became a re-
ally special project. It is something I 
am always going to remember. 

“It is an honor and privilege to 
be able to accept this award on their 
behalf. My students inspire me each 
and every day to be a better teach and 
a better person. The best thing I can 
be is a leader to help them reach out 
to our community. A lot of our kids 
come to us dealing with situations 
that I wouldn’t want anyone to have 
to deal with.”

As the event’s keynote speaker, 
attorney and former Irving Mayor 
Robert Power discussed some of his 
early experiences with The Salvation 
Army Irving. 

“As we gather for this luncheon, 
we are simply a micro of that which is 
occurring around the United States 

and literally throughout the world 
in The Salvation Army,” Power said. 
“We are dealing with a worldwide 
organization that is dedicated to 
those in need. 

“The Salvation Army is an old 
organization. But in Irving, there 
was a time when there was not much 
Salvation Army activity. I can recall 
when there was little to be seen of 
The Salvation Army unless there was 
something that called on emergency 
services. If that happened, they were 
always there.

“In 1992, I was requested to 
come to a meeting. There were a 
number of individuals invited to the 
meeting. The purpose of the meeting 
was to talk about and advise us that 
The Salvation Army had conducted a 
capital campaign, and with the funds 
raised from that campaign, there was 
an intent to bring about a Salvation 
Army service center in Irving. The 
Army had long owned a piece of land 
at Grauwyler and Britain Road. The 
decision had been made to place on 
that land the new service center.” 

Powers consented to became 
the chairman of the first Irving 
Corps Community Center Advisory 
Council.

“The initial Advisory Board 
members recognized that we were 
being called upon to raise money. 
That was the best thing we could 
do to be of assistance to the goal of 
doing the most good. We decided 
we ought to have a luncheon. Then 
we could charge $25 for a luncheon, 
and maybe some people would come. 

“The construction of the center 
was underway and we knew it was 
going to be completed in September 
of ’93, so we planned for a luncheon 
in ’93. Our big, bright idea was that 
we would have stew and cornbread 
for the lunch.

“When we discussed the lun-
cheon, Susan Skaggs, an Advisory 
Board member, went off and did 
her thing. We were not sure what 
her thing was. But she came back 
and said Texas Stadium Corporation 
would like to present the luncheon, 
which we were going to hold at The 
Salvation Army center’s gymnasium. 

“The center was completed, 
and we had a beautiful gymnasium. 
The time came for the luncheon, 
and to all of our amazement tuxes, 
black ties and tails and black gloves 
converged. The servers brought the 
food that had been prepared at Texas 
Stadium. Two hundred people had 
bought tickets and were seated, be-
cause that was all the room we had. 
We were served a magnificent meal, 
on beautiful china and tablecloths. It 
was first class.

“And the 300 additional people 
who came had to sit on the bleach-
ers and around the sides of the gym 
with nothing to eat. But they got a 
glass of tea.

“ We felt the pride and the love 
from that event, and we felt the first 
generosity of Jerry Jones. Because 
everything provided: tables, linens, 
silverware, food and glasses, were 
all provided at no cost to The Salva-
tion Army. 

“It was a remarkable event. We 
liked it so good, the next year we 
decided to do it again. 

“During the second luncheon 
while we were on stage thanking 
Jerry, he asked me how much we 
had made. I said I thought we had 
about $75,000. He said, ‘Well, I’ll 
add $100,000 to that.’ And he did. 

“One of the strong benefactors 
of Dallas had suggested that there be 
a child care center as one of the pri-
mary elements in Irving. Jerry asked 
what it would cost. He was told about 
$235,000 a year. He said, ‘fine, I’ll 
underwrite it.’ For that reason when 
you drive by The Salvation Army you 
see on the outside wall the ‘Gene and 
Jerry Jones Childcare Center.’

“So don’t speak to me bad about 
Jerry. I am not the guy.

“While all this was going on, 
there were men and women in 
these beautiful uniforms. They were 
responding 24-7 to the needs of the 
very least of us without prejudice or 
hesitation. If you were in the ditch, 
they would pick you up. If you were 
hungry, they would feed you. If your 
heart and spirit were broken, they 
would work to help you mend. They 
still do that today.”

Photo by John Starkey

Helping to do the most good, guests of The Salvation Army’s 
Super Lunch mingle while looking at silent auction items.
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Chili Championship held in Novem-
ber. All three award winning cooks 
participated in the Blue Christmas 
Cook Off.

Tom Dozier recently brought 
home the second place trophy from 
Terlingua. Last year, Tom won first 
place. 

“The secret to good chili is good, 
fresh spices, good meat and a lot 
of luck,” Dozier said as he served 
hungry chili tasters on Saturday 
morning.  

As the brains and brawn behind 
Dream Catcher, Teena Jayne (TJ) 
Friedel won first place for Showman-
ship - Division III (One Person Show 
Teams).

“The secret to good chili is hav-
ing something different,” Friedel 
said. “You can’t use chocolate, pea-
nuts or anything weird. That never 
helps you. You don’t want anything 
floating in the chili. Putting chocolate 

in chili is just gross. 
“I don’t eat much chili. I just 

cook it, I don’t eat it. I taste it and 
turn it in – that’s all.”

As the most experienced of the 
Irving champions, Doris Coats’ chili 
won fifth place at Terlingua out of 
306 competing chilis. 

“If you want to cook chili com-
petitively, it’s going to cost you 
$5,000 a year,” Coats said. “That 
includes travel and equipment. 

“The secret to great chili is your 
attitude. You don’t leave home to 
lose. 

“The weirdest ingredient I have 
ever used is a Hershey’s kiss. I did 
it in the Grand Bahamas. I watched 
Richard Knight put peach schnapps 
in his. I couldn’t let that sucker beat 
me with peach schnapps. So I did 
chocolate. 

“I’ve cooked chili across the 
United States with the exception of 
California. I can’t even count how 
many chili trophies I have. But I do 
own five Terlingua trophies,” she 
said. 

Chili cook off
Continued from Page 1

Title: New Year’s Eve
Rated: PG-13

The romantic comedy, New 
Year’s Eve, may be just the ticket 
for this end of year run of films. Not 
because it is well written, strongly 
acted, or even remotely creative. In 
fact it is none of those. In a season 
when most movies are heavily push-
ing to be Oscar contenders or award 
notable films, it might be good to 
have one that simply does what it is 
meant to do - provide something for 
those looking for a forgettable time 
at the theater.

Director Garry Marshall follows 
up his 2010 film Valentine’s Day 
with this remarkably similar film set 
around a different holiday. It is full 
of dozens of well-known actors and 
flavors of the month, most of which 
have no more than a half page of dia-
logue. The story takes place in NY on 
New Year’s Eve and follows a handful 
of different couples and singles as 
they prepare for the nights events. As 
with Valentine’s Day, they eventually 
all link together in what is supposed 
to be a clever and surprising way. But 
unlike Valentine’s Day this one had 
neither cleverness nor anything that 
wasn’t blatantly predictable. And that 
which wasn’t predictable was sadly 
disappointing. 

To be fair you almost have to 
break down the different story paths 
and look at each one individually. 
Michelle Pfeiffer plays Ingrid, a lady 
trying to fulfill a life’s worth of reso-
lutions in one day with the help of a 
NY messenger (Zac Efron). This one 
has the most heart and soul. Zac and 
Michelle are the only pair in the film 
with any sort of onscreen dynamic. 

Robert De Niro also does a nice 

job as a termi-
nally ill patient 
trying to make 
it to see the final 
ball drop. Others 
like Hilary Swank 
(who is in charge 
of the ball drop 
in Times Square), 
Sarah Jessica 
Parker (as a sin-
gle mom trying 
to deal with her 
teenage daughter 
played by Abigail 

Breslin) and Katherine Heigl (a chef 
hired to cater a swanky NYE event) 
just phone in their lines and stagger 
through what seems like a rushed 
and hurried attempt at filmmaking. 
The writing is subpar and most of the 
delivery stiff and at times shoddy. Lea 
Michele is such a talented singer and 
Gleeks love her. But Garry has her 
singing in a stuck elevator while Ash-
ton Kutcher watches. Dumb. There 
are so many other glaring mistakes 
and ridiculous decisions but to di-

vulge them here would be to ruin the 
twists and turns found in the movie. 

I blame it all on Marshall. He 
seems to have grabbed a bunch of 
familiar faces and thrown them into 
poorly written scenarios, then ex-
pects us to like it because he is Garry 
Marshall. He relied on the success 
of Valentine’s Day and figured we 
would love this on general principal. 

But earlier I did say that this 
film is good for a couple of reasons. 
As studios shove dramatic and epic 
films into the theaters, this is a perfect 
choice if you simply want a girl’s night 
out, or you are looking for a fairly 
clean and light hearted date movie. 

New Year’s Eve is rated PG-13 
for language including some sexual 
references. Though suitable for your 
teens, they will not like it. It is adult 
in its relationships and its characters. 
No young person wants to watch a 
bunch of old people trying to talk 
things out. I give it 2 out of 5 Ryan 
Seacrests. 

Review copyright 2011 Mungleshow Pro-

ductions. Used by Permission.

career - but she did not stay home.”
He described her involvement 

with the police Citizens on Patrol 
program (where she volunteers 3,300 
hours each year); with Blue Christ-
mas, PAL, PRIDE and others. 

Area nonprofits are also the ben-
eficiaries of her “endless energy and 
dedication”, as Mary Higbie of the 
Irving Heritage Society described it.

But it was her efforts with the 
Family Advocacy Center that most 
impressed Councilman Stopfer. 

“What she does with the youth - 
a lot of people don’t really understand 
all the programs they have in place,” 
he explained. “If a student is miss-
ing, they go out of their way to find 
them. If a student’s in trouble, they 
have a program where they require 
that student to actually sit down with 
the family and have a meal together.

“Through her working with 
troubled youth and abused youth and 
spouses, that’s her greatest contribu-
tion to the community.”

While Carol Susat nurtures the 
people in the community, her late 
husband saw his role as stewardship 
over its environmental resources, 
addressing water conservation and 
spear-heading the planting of trees, 
and especially crape myrtles.

“Dr. Susat left a legacy,” said 
State Representative Linda Harper-
Brown, who at one time shared 

Council duties with him. “On water 
issues; he wanted me to understand 
the importance of conserving that.” 
She also recounts a story that under-
scores his thirst for knowledge. 

“Whenever we’d go out of town 
on a conference, he always wanted to 
go to the landfill, and he invited me to 
go with him. He wanted to see what 
they were doing in other states. And 
off we’d trek.

“Years later, I asked him, 
‘George, what it is about landfills? 
Should I be looking for something in 
particular?’ And he said, ‘Aw, I just 
like going through them.’”

Dr. George Susat and Carol 
Susat join a distinguished list of past 
recipients of the John R. Hill Jr. 
Legacy Award. Some of them: Clint 
Howard, Don Arnwine, the Irving 
Healthcare Auxiliary, Our Children’s 
House in Irving, the Irving Heritage 

Society and, most recently, Dan and 
Earlene Matkin. 

www.northlakecollege.edu

South Campus
1081 West Shady Grove Road, Irving
214-891-1349 

Register Now!
Classes begin January 17.

Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW!
Online or at the Theater

* NEW YEARS EVE    PG13
1:30    4:30    7:30    10:15

* THE SITTER    PG13
12:50    3:00    5:10    7:20    9:30

HUGO - 3D    PG
1:10    6:55    9:55

HUGO - 2D    PG
4:05

THE MUPPETS    PG
1:00    4:25    6:55    9:25

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 2 - 3D    PG
12:55    6:30

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 2 - 2D    PG
3:20    9:05

J. EDGAR    R
12:50    3:50    6:50    10:05

TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING 
DAWN - PART ONE    PG

1:00    2:00    4:00    4:40    7:00    7:30    
9:40    10:10

HAPPY FEET 2 - 3D    PG
12:55    6:45

HAPPY FEET 2 - 2D    PG
3:30    9:15

IMMORTALS - 2D    R
1:55    4:35    7:15    9:50

JACK AND JILL    PG
1:15    3:55    6:40    9:20

TOWER HEIST    PG13
1:40    4:30    7:05    9:45

PUSS IN BOOTS - 2D    PG
1:45    5:05    7:20    9:35

# - No Passes * - Fully Restricted

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

Legacy Award
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Alice Canham

Dan Matkin presents the La Cima Club ‘Legacy Award’ to Carol 
Susat in honor of the contributions she and her late husband, 
Dr. George Susat, have made to the community.

Photo by John Starkey

Cooking up some Blue Christmas chili, local chili champs, Tom 
Dozier, Doris Coats and Teena Jayne Friedel, show off some of 
their Terlingua trophies.

‘New Year’s Eve’ comedy falls short

MATT 
MuNGLE 

MUNGLE 
ON MOVIES 
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• On Dec. 23, 1888, Dutch 
painter Vincent van Gogh, 
suffering from severe depres-
sion, cuts off the lower part of 
his left ear with a razor while 
staying in Arles, France. He 
later documented the event in 
a painting titled “Self-Portrait 
With Bandaged Ear.” During 
his lifetime, van Gogh sold 
only one painting.

• On Dec. 22, 1900, the 
first car to be produced under 
the “Mercedes” name is deliv-
ered to its buyer, Emil Jellinek, 
an Austrian car racer and auto 
dealer to the rich and famous. 
In exchange for buying 36 of 
the cars, the auto company 
agreed to name its new ma-

chine after Jellinek’s 11-year-
old daughter, Mercedes.

• On Dec. 24, 1923, Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge touches a 
button and lights the first na-
tional Christmas tree to grace 
the White House grounds. 
The tree was the first to be 
decorated with electric lights 
-- a strand of 2,500 red, white 
and green bulbs.

• On Dec. 20, 1957, rock 
‘n’ roll star Elvis Presley re-
ceives his draft notice for the 
United States Army. He served 
in Company D, 32nd Tank 
Battalion, 3rd Armor Corps in 
Friedberg, Germany, where he 
attained the rank of sergeant.

• On Dec. 25, 1962, “To 
Kill a Mockingbird,” a film 
based on the 1960 Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novel of the 
same name by Harper Lee, 
opens in theaters. The Great 
Depression-era story of racial 

injustice and the loss of child-
hood innocence is told from 
the perspective of a young Ala-
bama girl named Scout Finch.

• On Dec. 21, 1975, in 
Vienna, Austria, Carlos the 
Jackal leads a raid on a meet-
ing of the Organization of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries, 
killing three people and taking 
63 hostage. Carlos managed to 
evade international authorities 
until 1994, when French agents 
captured him in the Sudan.

• On Dec. 19, 1986, Mi-
chael Sergio, who parachuted 
into Game Six of the 1986 
World Series at New York’s 
Shea Stadium, is fined $500 
and sentenced to 100 hours 
of community service. Sergio 
had landed on the infield with 
a “Let’s Go Mets” banner in the 
first inning between the Mets 
and the Boston Red Sox.

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion 

Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving 
Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesdays Ph 972-409-9940

New Panda Cafe @ 11:30   
Hwy 183 At Story, Irving 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB OF IRVING

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

• It was megalomaniacal 
French Emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte who made the fol-
lowing sage observation: “Four 
hostile newspapers are more 
to be feared than a thousand 
bayonets.”

• Orchids are lovely flow-
ers, and many people dedicate 
years to growing them and find-
ing rare specimens. If you’re 
like most people, though, you 
probably don’t realize that the 
word orchid comes from the 

Greek word “orchis,” which 
means “testicle.”

• In the early 1970s, a Brit-
ish plumber named John Han-
cock replaced an antique toilet 
in the home of John Lennon, 
then kept the old toilet for the 
rest of his life. In 2010, after 
Hancock’s death, his heirs put 
it up for auction. Even the auc-
tion house was surprised when 
the former Beatle’s throne 
fetched a whopping $14,740.

• When you’re in an un-
populated area and gaze up 
at the night sky, it’s easy to 
be overwhelmed by the pro-
fusion of stars. But what’s 
truly overwhelming is this: 
All the stars that are visible 

from Earth represent only 
0.000000000000001 per-
cent of all the stars in the 
known universe.

• You may not be aware of 
this, but there is a new fad that 
is catching on among some 
groups across the country: tall 
biking. Hobbyists construct 
bicycles with normal-sized 
front and rear wheels, but 
with frames and seats that 
extend anywhere from 6 to 10 
feet off the ground. Some rid-
ers actually use these bikes to 
joust, using lances made out of 
PVC pipe and foam rubber. It’s 
unclear, however, exactly how 
the riders mount their steeds.

1. LITERATURE: Ollivanders 
is the name of a shop promi-
nently featured in which series 
of novels?
2. PSYCHOLOGY: What un-
natural fear is represented in 
disorder oneirophobia?
3. MOVIES: Which Alfred 
Hitchcock movie features a 
main character who is con-
fined to a wheelchair?

4. MUSIC: Which rock-and-
roll group had a hit with the 
song “Got to Get You into My 
Life”?
5. TELEVISION: What is the 
setting for the TV soap “An-
other World”? 
6. ANCIENT WORLD: Who 
was one of the chief founders 
of the philosophy of Cynicism? 
7. POETRY: Who wrote the 
words, “God’s in his heaven/ 
All’s right with the world”?
8. ART: For what type of work 
was the 16th-century artist 
Titian best known?

9. MYTHOLOGY: Who is the 
Greek goddess of love?
10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the 
deepest lake in the world?
Answers
1. The “Harry Potter” books
2. Fear of dreams
3. “Rear Window”
4. The Beatles
5. Bay City
6. Diogenes
7. Robert Browning
8. Painting 
9. Aphrodite 
10. Lake Baikal in Russia

FUN & GAMES

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Even Exchange
answers

1.    Shiner, Shiver
2.    Chart, Charm
3.    Freed, Fried
4.    Wallop, Wallow
5.    Round, Found
6.    Andrew, Andrea
7.    Plant, Plank
8.    Bicker, Backer
9.    Jerry, Terry
10   Sweet, Sheet

CANYONS

PUZZLES, PAGE 8

Notice of Records Destruction
of Special Education Student

Records by Irving ISD
The Irving Independent School District will destroy spe-
cial education records for students who moved from the 
district, graduated, and or exited the program prior to/
during the 2003-2004 school year. Parents or students 
18 years or older who would like to have a copy of their 
records must submit a written request to Irving ISD, 
Attn: Records Officer, 2621 W. Airport Freeway, Irving, 
Texas 75062. All requests must be received in writing by 
December 21, 2011.

To: Chad Burbank
You are being summoned to the court by 
Venus Burbank for the purpose of getting 
divorced. You have 28 days 
from the last date of this publication to file 
an answer or defend this case. The case has 
been filed in 17th Circuit court, Kent County 
Mi, with a case no. 11-07757-DO 11/26, 12/3 
& 12/10/2011.

LEGAL NOTICE

RENTAL

PARKING SPACE
FOR RENT

Boats, RV’s, Autos, Trailers
Affordable / Convenient
111 S. Irving Heights Dr.

Irving, TX 75060
(972) 513-3990

Pinky’s Pampered Pets
Boarding / Walking

Pet Sitting
Serving Irving, TX

Since 2009
(972) 594-9343

PETS

House for Rent
2 bdr. 1-1/2 bath 

All Electric 
NO PETS

2105 Rosebud
Irving, 75060 

$750 per month
References &

Deposit Required
Call 972-252-4690

Huge Yard Sale
Saturday Dec 10th 8-3pm

One Day Only @
Irving Bible Church
2435 Kinwest Pkwy

Huge Multi-Family Sale
Furniture, Baby Crib, Baby 
Toys & Clothes, TV’s, Kids 
and Adult clothes, Coats, 

Home Goods & decor, Lawn 
& Exercise Equip.

Come grab a bargain and 
bless a family in need!

GARAGE SALERENTAL

Why advertise in
the Irving Rambler

SMALL IS LARGE
Target a large number of people within a small 
geographic area.

Target the readers of the Irving Rambler in 
Irving TX.

Call 972-870-1992 for more information

Local company is looking for a successful sales focused 
person to manage and grow our print advertising sales. We 
are an eight year old company with two local newspapers 
and a total combined readership of about 70,000. Both of 
our newspapers serve niche markets with plenty of growth 
potential. We are still growing.
The person we are looking for must be able to contact 
local businesses both over the phone and in person for 
the development of new business. This individual must 
also provide excellent service to our clients while selling 
advertising in our weekly newspapers.

--The perfect candidate must have B2b sales 
experience.
--Extensive prior experience with face-to-face cold 
calling.
- -The ab i l i t y  to  h i re ,  t ra in  and coach sa les 
representatives.
--The ability to develop creative and effective custom 
designed solutions for our customers.
--Strong communication organization and planning skills.

Call for an appointment. 972-870-1992

HELP WANTED
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By Alice Canham
 Automobile safety is not 
simply passive anymore. Visitors to the 
recent State of Technology Luncheon 
and Innovation Showcase held by the 
Dallas Regional Chamber were invited 
to learn more about the so-called active 
safety measures being explored by 
Ford.
 After advising his audience 
in the Irving Convention Center to 
“buckle up”, Mike Shulman of Ford’s 
Dearborn-based Research Department 
began his demonstration. 
 “We’re all used to thinking 
about airbags, and seatbelts and crush 
zones - how to minimize injury in case 
of a crash,” Shulman said. “Recently 
we’re working on how to prevent 
the crash - sensing what’s going on 
outside the car, and warning the driver 
if they’re not paying attention, or if 
somebody else makes a mistake.
 “This Ford demonstration 
vehicle has three radars on it, two on 
the sides to sense a vehicle in your blind 
spot or to help in backing up. A radar 
at the front warns you of an impending 
crash.
 “We also have what we call 
adaptive cruise control. Say you set 
your vehicle at 70 mph and the vehicle 
in front of you is going 60 mph, it’ll 
slow you down to match their speed. 
Then when they move out of the way, 

Companies develop vehicle to vehicle information sharing
it’ll take you back up to the speed you 
set it at.
 “Right now those are expensive 
options.”
 Shulman says Ford is also 
collaborating with other car makers to 
reduce the estimated 40,000 crashes 
each year in this country. Their 
challenge: how to enhance wireless 
vehicle-to-vehicle communication and 
make it a more cost-effective choice.
 “Ten times a second, every 
vehicle would send out a wireless 
message that would alert every other 
vehicle around it that is similarly 
equipped,” Shulman explained.
 “Here’s where my vehicle 
is, and here’s the speed I’m going and 
my acceleration. Here’s my latitude, 
longitude and elevation.”
He explained that personal information 
- your vehicle’s plates, your VIN or 
your driver’s license number - would 
not be part of the information burst. It’s 
for safety, not for speeding tickets.
 “Most of the time, as a driver, 
you wouldn’t even be aware of it, but 
if there was about to be a crash, you 
would get a warning.”
He guides his audience trough a typical 
crash scenario, familiar to anyone who 
has to drive the Metroplex highways - a 
potential chain-reaction nightmare. 
 “The idea is that you’re 
following one car, but up ahead of him 

there’s another car that slams on its brakes. If the 
vehicle in front of you is a big truck, you might not 
even be aware of it happening.”
But when your vehicle receives an electronic alert 
from that lead vehicle, Shulman explained, you can 
start the braking process in time to avoid a crash. 
Emergency tones and red lights on the dash keep the 
driver apprised of the situation.
 “You want an 
alert when you need 
an alert, but you don’t 
want to be bothered all 
the time needlessly,” 
Shulman continued. “We 
can do that with a very 
affordable automobile-
grade GPS system.”
 Ford is working 
with General Motors, 
Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 
Hyundai-Kia, Mercedes, 
Vo l k s w a g e n ,  A u d i 
and others to finalize 
standards for the new 
technology. 
 “ N e x t  y e a r 
there’ll be a big field 

trial of this system,” Shulman said, “sponsored by 
the U.S. government, involving 3000 vehicles of all 
types.
 “Ford has been a leader in this. We’re even 
working towards offering a way to retrofit older cars 
with this technology.
 “And these changes could impact about 80 
percent of the vehicle-to-vehicle crashes.”

Provided by Nicole Minadeo
 A new report issued by the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) shows the number 
of people in the U.S. who died in motor 
vehicle crashes decreased 2.9 percent 
from 2010 to 2009. 32,885 people died 
in a motor vehicle -related crash in 
2010 – 33,883 fewer than in 2009 and 
the lowest total since 1949. During the 
same time period, the number of people 
killed in intersection crashes decreased 
7.1 percent.
 “Safety on our roads has improved 
dramatically over the last decade,” said 
Traffic Safety Coalition co-Chair Sue 
Oberhauser whose daughter, Sarah, was 
killed in 2002 by a red light runner. 
“These statistics are proof that impor-
tant safety tools like air bags, safety 
belts, traffic safety cameras and safer 
cars are all making our roads safer. But 
they also show we have a long way to 
go to truly call our streets safe.” 
 NHTSA also released data show-
ing reductions in total crashes and child 
fatalities in 2010 compared to 2009, 

including:
 Overall number of fatal crashes 
were down 2.2 percent;
Number of children under the age of 
16 killed in a motor vehicle crash de-
creased by 117, or 7.6 percent; and
Number of total crashes was down 1.6 
percent. 
 At the same time, the number of 
pedestrians killed and injured increased 
dramatically from 2009 to 2010, a sig-
nificant concern to the Traffic Safety 
Coalition. Specifically:
 Total number of pedestrians killed 
increased by 171, or 4.2 percent; and 
Number of pedestrians injured in-
creased by 11,000, or 19 percent. 
 “We must do more to reduce red 
light running, speeding and distracted 
driving,” said Oberhauser. “Everyone 
has a responsibility to keep drivers, pas-
sengers, pedestrians, bicyclists and all 
road users safe. This includes changing 
driver behavior and supporting initia-
tives which give law enforcement the 
tools they need to enforce traffic safety 
laws.”

Motor vehicle deaths drop

Prototypes of cars equipped with vehicle to vehicle information sharing devices are 
run through their paces during a demonstration presented at the Irving Convention 
Center.

Photo by John Starkey

Provided by Richard Cole
 If you are one of the almost 
100,000 people per day, or 30 million 
travelers per year, who travel I-35, 
you already know that the interstate is 
undergoing a major upgrade and expan-
sion in Central Texas. 
 The Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) is seeking input 
from travelers to help them plan trips 
on I-35 during the five-year construc-
tion period. With more than half of the 
travelers coming from Austin, Dallas, 
Fort Worth and San Antonio, TxDOT 
wants to hear from the citizens of these 
regions on how to improve the travel 

Improve your travel
experience during construction.
 The I-35 expansion is designed 
to dramatically improve mobility and 
safety in the 60-year-old corridor, in-
creasing capacity by 33 percent. 
 To help minimize impacts dur-
ing construction and keep travelers 
informed of delays and lane closures, 
technology is playing an important role. 
TxDOT has engaged the Texas Trans-
portation Institute (TTI), to conduct an 
independent web survey to learn how 
I-35 travelers prefer to receive travel 
information.
To respond to the brief, anonymous 
survey, visit www.my35survey.org. 
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Gretchen “Greta” Block
Gretchen “Greta” Block, of Irving, 

died December 2, 2011. She was born 
August 28, 1967 in Irving to Howard 
Walter Block and Nancy (Dillon) Block. 
She was a graduate of Irving High 

School in 1985 
where she was 
a flag captain 
in  the  band. 
She attended 
and worked at 
Northlake Col-
lege, and was a 
graphic artist. 

She was an avid animal lover. She is 
survived by her parents; sisters, Eliza-
beth Treat of Irving, Rachel Smith and 
husband Brooks of Little Elm, TX; 
Nieces Rose Treat of Irving, Chloe 
Smith and Samantha Smith of Little 
Elm, TX; grandmother Margaret Dillon 
of Irving and numerous aunts, uncles 
and cousins. Graveside services were 
held at 10 AM Wednesday, December 
7, 2011 at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 
Memorial donations may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association at www.
diabetes.org. Arrangements made by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Ray Weldon Brown
Ray Weldon Brown, age 74 of 

Dallas, TX passed away on Monday, 
December 5, 2011. He was born on 
October 1, 1937 in Dallas to Raymond 
and Francis Brown. Survivors, include, 
wife Lynda J. Brown; sons, Lynn, Mark 
and Chris Brown. Ray donated his body 
to Lifelegacy Foundation with Chism-
Smith Funeral Home handling the ar-
rangements.

Andy Campbell
Andy Campbell, a resident of Ir-

ving for 49 years, passed away Monday, 
December 5, 2011. He was born Febru-

ary 14, 1961 in 
Akron, Ohio. He 
was a member 
of Bethel Tem-
ple. Andy was 
an avid golfer, 
enjoyed being 
outdoors, smok-
ing a good cigar 

while watching the sunset, and loved his 
dog Bismark. He is survived by his Son 
Stuart Campbell of Colleyville; Daughter 
Allison Campbell of Colleyville; Parents 
Charles R. and Carolyn S. Campbell of 
West Virginia; Sister Julie Campbell 
Turner of West Virginia and Aunt Patty 
Gregory and Husband Bernard of Vir-
ginia. Funeral services were held at 10 
AM Friday, December 9, 2011 at Brown’s 
Memorial Chapel with Rev. Edward 

Davis officiating. Arrangements made 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Arthur “David” Dixon
Arthur “David” Dixon, of Irving, 

passed away Wednesday, November 
30, 2011. He was born February 1, 1957 
in Birmingham, Alabama. David was 

a 1976 graduate 
of Irving High 
School. He was 
formerly em-
ployed by Irving 
Auto Supply, 
Freeman Mazda, 
and U.S. Com-
pressor. He is 

survived by his wife Rosemary Milazzo-
Dixon of Irving; daughters DeVin Dixon, 
Alexis Dixon, and Brittnee Dixon, all of 
Irving; mother Billie “Judy” Dixon of 
Irving; brothers Eric Dixon of Irving, and 
Craig Dixon of Edgewood, Texas; sister 
Traci Foley of Ohio; and many nieces 
and nephews. Funeral services were held 
at 2 PM Monday, December 5, 2011 at 
Brown’s Memorial Chapel with Bob Stith 
officiating. Burial followed at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens. Arrangements made 
by Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Patsy (Pat) Ruth 
Sawyer Johnson

Patsy (Pat) Ruth Sawyer Johnson, 
of Irving, went to be with the Lord on 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011. She was 
born November 19, 1932 in Galveston to 

Jack and Maggie 
Sawyer. Pat was 
a very devoted 
and caring wife, 
m o t h e r ,  a n d 
grandmother. 
She was an el-
ementary physi-
cal education 

teacher with the IISD for 26 years 
before retiring in 1994 to spend time 
with her children and grandchildren, 
traveling, reading, and gardening. She 
was a member of First Baptist Church 
in Irving. Pat was known for being the 
best delegator in the world. She will be 
greatly missed by all who knew and loved 
her. She is survived by her husband of 52 
years, A.B. Johnson of Irving; daughters 
Edie Miller and husband Ed of Hickory 
Creek, Phyllis Hamblen and husband 
Hal of Bella Vista, Arkansas, and Wanda 
Brumit and husband Roy of Garland; 
son Dale Johnson and wife Connie of Ar-
lington; and grandchildren Trey Miller, 
Andrew Miller and wife Teresa, Ashley 
Miller-Niland and husband Jamey, Brad 
Hamblen, Holly Hamblen, Sarah Bru-
mit, and Kelly Brumit. Funeral services 

OBITUARIES

“I told her my dogs were in the 
house. The dispatcher asked how far 
away I was. I said 20 minutes. She 
said don’t worry, the fire department 
is on its way. 

“I told her to have the firemen 
break into the sliding glass door and 
get my dogs.”

Kasha had bought the moni-
toring service for her alarm to help 
protect her pets. 

“Even though you have a moni-
toring system, you must call them 
and update your information if you 
get another pet or you have a visitor,” 
she said. “The monitoring agency 
needs to know how many people 
and pets to look for if there is an 
emergency. 

“A fireman told me that they 
often arrive in time to save people, 
but they don’t know where the people 
are. The firemen can’t see them in 
the house and they don’t know how 
many people and pets they are look-
ing for or what kind of pets they are 
looking for. That is where the con-
sumer needs to do their part. 

“I had two dogs, but they only 
knew I had one.  

“Luckily by the time I arrived, 
the fire department had opened all 
of the doors and windows and had a 
large fan going.”

The newest member of Kasha’s 
family was a medical service dog 
named Teddy. 

“But my Teddy, who is really 
afraid of the sound of the alarm, had 
hidden,” Kasha said. “I knew exactly 
where he was. I ran past a fireman 
who was about six feet eight inches 
tall. Teddy was in his man-cave un-
der my desk shaking. He is not more 
than a foot tall, and the smoke was 
down to his face. The smoke was so 
thick I couldn’t see the other side of 
my bedroom. 

“He is a Brady cephalic dog. 
Boxers, pugs and all those kinds of 
dogs have breathing problems to 
begin with. I just knew he wasn’t 
going to survive if he were in a really 
bad situation.

“I want everyone to know that 
the fire department had gotten one 
of my dogs out, but they didn’t have 

both of my dogs. Because I made 
the mistake of not informing the 
monitoring company that I had a 
second dog. 

“I am really happy to be able 
to come here, meet Audrey and say 
thanks, because she made a differ-
ence in my world,” she said.

During a ceremony at the ADT 
Customer Monitoring Center in 
Irving, on Dec. 1, Senior Monitoring 
Operator Audrey Lewis received a 
national Life Saver Award. Kasha 
and Teddy traveled 1,300 miles 
from their California home to meet 
Audrey.

“I think it is great when we are 
recognized for what we do. It is very 
nice,” Audrey said. “This is the first 
time someone I’ve helped has come 
here to meet me. I probably take 

50 to 75 calls every night. We know 
that people are appreciative, but not 
everyone can take time out of their 
day and come here to meet us. But 
it’s great when they do. 

“Kasha is a great lady, and 
Teddy is just precious. This is really 
exciting.”

“Our department and the entire 
company have a sense of pride,” 
said Stephen Baird, Audrey’s team 
manager. “Our operators help people 
day in and day out with little to no 
recognition. So when someone is 
recognized, we are all proud. We 
have a relatively small team, and this 
doesn’t happen very often. 

“Audrey is very caring, con-
scientious and detail oriented. It is 
not surprising that she would do a 
good job.” 

By Alice Canham

The unmistakable skirl of bag-
pipes, drums and bugles will mark a 
most memorable occasion in Irving. 
On Dec. 10 at precisely 11 a.m., you 
are invited to join representatives of 
our Armed Forces in honoring veter-
ans that are laid to rest in Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens.

All five Irving funeral homes 
are partnering for ‘Wreaths Across 
America’, according to Rene Sanchez 
of Calvary Funeral Home, who noted, 
“We’re the first town that has all its 
funeral homes working together as a 
group to do this.”

“The event is coordinated na-
tionwide,” added Charlotte Chism 
Waldrum of Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home. “But we think this local 
observance is truly special. We’ll have 
Mayor Beth Van Duyne and State 
Representative Linda Harper Brown 
as speakers. 

“We’ll have representation from 
the Irving Police Department Honor 
Guard, and the Drum, Bugle and 
Bagpipe Corps of the Irving Fire De-
partment. The Irving Silvertones will 
perform and Vicki Dean will sing the 
National Anthem.”

The centerpiece of the ceremony 
will be the wreaths - at least 448 had 
been sponsored as of Nov. 29, not 
counting seven ceremonial wreaths, 
one for each branch of the service.

“At least 100 of the wreaths have 
been bought by groups or individu-
als to be placed on their loved ones’ 
graves,” Waldrum explained. “That’s 
double the number from last year.”

The ceremonial wreaths will be 
laid by veterans that have served in 
each branch of the services, all with 
an Irving connection; all war veter-
ans. Butch and Linda Murden will 

step up to honor the Air Force, while 
Dr. John Townley lays the wreath for 
the Army. The Reverend Ken Branam 
will commemorate Navy veterans; 
Commander Billy Buck will represent 
the Coast Guard; and Joe Watson 
honors the Merchant Marines.

“The Serrano family will be lay-
ing the Marine wreath,” Waldrum 
added. “Their son Nasario was the 
first Irving KIA who was killed in 
Iraq.

“Representing the POW/MIA is 
LCPL Jonathon Moore who served 
in the US Marine Corps during the 
Iraqui Freedom Campaign.

“We have representation from 
World War II, the Korean conflict, 
Viet Nam, Afghanistan, Desert Storm 
and Iraqi Freedom,” she said.

Ron Alexander of Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens said the Irving-
based ceremony will differ from the 
larger event at the DFW National 
Cemetery. 

“People will actually be able to 
designate their wreath specifically for 
the grave of their loved one, rather 
than it just going in the general area,” 
Alexander said. “We’re unique in that 
respect.”

“And the families can place the 
wreath themselves, if they wish,” 
Waldrum noted.

An event this complex will rely 
on assistance from volunteers. Sev-
eral churches will pitch in, along with 
members of Masonic Lodge 1218 AF 
& AM, Ambucs and the Boy Scouts.

There’s a special connection 
with the youth, Waldrum said. “Our 
goal with Wreaths Across America 
is to remember our veterans, honor 
their families and teach our children 
to respect the men and women who 
have served.”

ADT operator
Continued from Page 1

Photo by John Starkey

A story-book ending comes to life as Kasha Cohen and Teddy 
travel to Irving to meet ADT Operator Audrey Lewis. When 
smoke filled Kasha’s house, information relayed to the 
firefighters by Audrey helped save Teddy’s life.

Wreaths Across America 
brings community together

Continued on Page 9



THE IRVING RAMBLER December 10, 2011 Page 9www.IrvingRambler.com

were held at 2 PM Friday, December 9, 
2011 at Brown’s Memorial Chapel with 
Rev. John Durham officiating. 

Burial followed at Restland Memo-
rial Park in Dallas. Memorial donations 
may be made to First Baptist Church/
Childrens Ministry, 403 S. Main St., 
Irving, TX 75060.

George T. Miksovsky
George T. Miksovsky, of Irving, 

passed away Wednesday, December 
7, 2011. He was born June 6, 1921 in 

Malin, Oregon. 
He was preced-
ed in death by 
his wife Norma 
Miksovsky in 
1997 and is sur-
vived by his son 
George Michael 
Miksovsky and 

wife Amanda of Tyler; daughter Marcia 
Brodt of Ovilla; grandchildren David 
Brodt, Marc Brodt, Shannon Honea, 
Jason Miksovsky, Tim Miksovsky, 
Blayne Jackson, and Kasey Bower; 13 
great grandchildren; brothers Arthur 
Mikles of Coronado, California, and Ted 
Miksovsky of Seattle, Washington; and a 
very special friend Dixie Dykes. Funeral 
services will be held at 2 PM Saturday, 
December 10, 2011 at Brown’s Memorial 
Chapel. Burial will follow at Oak Grove 
Memorial Gardens.

William Albert “Bill” Stramp
William Albert “Bill” Stramp, of 

Irving, passed away Friday, Decem-
ber 2, 2011. He 
was born May 
26, 1927 in Per-
ryton, Texas. He 
was a US Navy 
Seabees veteran. 
Bill established 
Plymouth Park 
Carpets in the 

1950’s. He coached Little League Base-
ball and was an avid golfer. 

Preceded in death by his parents 
William “W.R.” and Frances Pachner 
Stramp, he is survived by his wife Kathy 
Stramp of Irving; daughter Jeanne Elliot 
of Lolo, Montana; son Rob Stramp and Living Word Global Church

1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060
972-259-2181

Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Sermon: The Hope of Joy:
Matthew 1:18-25

uNITED METHODIsT

uNITED METHODIsT

BIBLE CHuRCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHuRCH OF CHRIsT

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PREsBYTERIAN usA

WORSHIP

Unity Church of Irving
210 Virginia St. 

(just south of Pioneer off O’Connor)
Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
Sunday Services: Adult class 9:30-10:30
    11:00 Service: “Parable of the Sower,” 

Rev. Frank Pounders
Sunday morning 9:30 class: Ernest 
Holmes, “This Thing Called You.”

Need space for a function, Mon./Sat., 
call our office. 

All are welcome!

uNITY CHuRCH

“To Be a 
Righteous Man”

&&

Sunday, December 11. 2011 at 7:00 PM

Monday, December 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM

Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd.

Irving, TX 75061

(972)986-7729

www.plymouthpark.org

Ken Branam, Senior Pastor

David Scherler, Worship Pastor

Sunday, December 11. 2011 at 7:00 PM

Monday, December 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM

Plymouth Park Baptist Church

1714 N. Story Rd.

Irving, TX 75061

(972)986-7729

www.plymouthpark.org

Ken Branam, Senior Pastor

David Scherler, Worship Pastor

December 11

December 18 Cantata, 10:45 a.m.
“Winter’s Grace”

Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Dedication of New Facilities

Worship Center
114 West Grauwyler Rd., Irving

972-579-0911

First Christian Church
Welcomes You

wife Andrea of Keller; step-daughter 
Sheila Barga of Irving; 5 grandchildren; 
and 6 great grandchildren. Funeral ser-
vices were 10 AM Tuesday, December 6, 
2011 at First United Methodist Church 
in Irving with Rev. Sammy Hargrove of-
ficiating. Burial followed at 11:30 AM at 
DFW National Cemetery in Dallas. Me-
morial donations may be made to First 
United Methodist Church Wednesday 
Work Crew, 211 W. Third St., Irving, TX 
75060. Arrangements made by Brown’s 
Memorial Funeral Home.

Alexander Whitfield
Alexander Whitfield passed into 

the loving arms of Jesus on Dec. 1, 
2011. He was born in Dallas on Oct. 29, 
2011. Survivors include parents, Jessica 
Booker and James Whitfield; maternal 
grandparents, Mary Booker and Danny 
Booker; paternal grandparents, Hyrthia 
and Alton Johnson. Graveside services 
were Wed., Dec. 7th at Southland Cem-
etery. Arrangements by Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES
Continued from Page 8
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Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOSE?

 Are you embarrassed to eat in public? 

Have mini-implants placed in the morning and eat lunch 
with more security in the afternoon. 

 Call today to find out more about improving the quality 
of your life with mini-implants.

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

Need your Dental Work Today?
Have a crown made while you wait.

No more temporary crowns and fewer

appointments means less time off from work.

Has it been years since you went to the dentist? 

Is it because you had a bad experience? 
If so, we have some good news. 

A few small pills can help you relax and have a 
completely comfortable experience.

Call today to find out more about dentistry 
with oral sedation.

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

To Advertise: Sales@IrvingRambler.com  or 817-454-4050. 
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Irving Blvd.

6th St.

Shady Grove

HERITAGE
DISTRICT

Heritage District

❏ Back, Neck, Knee, and Shoulder Pain
❏ Auto Injuries/Sports Injuries
❏ Headaches
❏ Rehabilitation and Massage �erapy 

In PAIN?  We can Help!In PAIN?  We can Help!

Magnolia Chiropractic, P.A.
139 S. Main St.

Irving, TX 75060

972-554-1511
www.magnoliachiro.com

Call Today!

Dr. Nikisha T. McDaniel

Bring in this ad for a Complimentary Evaluation

109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

GLORY HOUSE
catering  receptions  bistro

Watch the game!

Featuring a mixture 
of breakfast and lunch items. 

Drinks & dessert additional.
$9.95 
per person

WiFi
FREE

$6.95 Hot Buffet
$5.95 Soup/Salad Bar

$7.95 Both

Visit us for lunch 
in the Bistro 

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM
Menu changes daily 972-259-1123 

www.gloryhousecatering.com

10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Catch every minute of your Sunday afternoon 
NFL Game on a 60-inch screen!

Reserve your table now! Reservations recommended 
for large parties. Walk-ins welcome!

Sunday Brunch 

$1 off with lunch/brunch 
and drink purchase.

One per person, not good with any other offer.
Expires: 1/31/12

1

1 4

2

2

3

Angels &Moore
SEWING ● ALTERATIONS

GIFT SHOP

410 N. O’Connor Road
Irving, TX 75061

(972) 579-0535

One 
coupon 
per visit.

Buy one pant hem 
get 
one 1/2OFF

3To Advertise: Sales@IrvingRambler.com  or 817-454-4050. 
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Irving Blvd.

6th St.

Shady Grove

HERITAGE
DISTRICT

142 S. MAIN ST., IRVING

(972) 259-1249

LOVINGLY WORN 
DESIGNER FASHIONS 

LOOK LIKE A MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR PENNIES 

         CONSIGNMENTS 
           ACCEPTED DAILY

4

and being with my kids. We’ve had 
a lot of fun.”

Donna McCormick stood out-
side with her family in line, so her 
four year old grandson could ride 
the train.

“We came out to bring my grand-
son to the celebration. It’s a really fun 
time of the year to be with family and 
friends. There was a guy inside draw-
ing caricatures of the kids. We also 
saw Santa - that is always my favorite 
part,” McCormick said. 

A student at Brandenburg El-
ementary, Leslie Centeno, brought 
her family to the event, so they could 
admire her artwork on display. 

“This event is amazing. It is a 
lot of fun,” Leslie said. “We could 
see everybody’s hard work and what 
they accomplished in the trees and 
the artwork. 

“My school’s tree won first place, 
and I am very proud of that.”

Arts Center
Continued from Page 1
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Red Kettle Campaign 
Rings in Christmas Season

The Salvation Army hopes to raise $92,000 in Irving 
through its best-known fundraiser

WHAT:
The Salvation Army’s red kettle campaign will be at 27 locations in 

Irving this year. Funds raised in the red kettles provide operating revenue 
for The Salvation Army community center in Irving. 

All 27 locations will be available starting November 25.

While many people assume the funds are used only at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas time, money raised in the red kettles is stretched as far 
into the year as possible to fund year-round operations. Some of the com-
munity services in Irving made possible by red kettle income include food 
assistance for those lacking food and utility assistance for those having 
trouble paying utility bills.

 
The organization also is seeking volunteer groups from churches and 

companies to cover red kettle sites for full days.  Volunteer groups may 
register to help at salvationarmydfw.org.

WHEN:
Friday, November 25, through Christmas Eve

10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

WHERE:
Walmart Supercenter – Hwy 183 and Esters Road

Walmart at Valley Ranch
Sam’s Club in Valley Ranch

Kroger at MacArthur and Hwy 635
Kroger at North Belt Line Road

Kroger at 6th Street and MacArthur
Walgreens at Shady Grove

Walgreens at MacArthure and Valley Ranch
Walgreens at MacArthur in Las Colinas

Irving Mall

HOMES HOMES HOMES
$100 DOWN IS  BACK

Your Real Estate Connection
Call Donna Ross

Metro (817) 467-6662
214-668-7998

New ● Pre-owned ● Foreclosures ●
 HUD ● VA ● Throughout the Metroplex

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CALL
NOW!

THE HOME JUNCTION

Holidays greeted with parade, fireworks
Photos by John Starkey
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Photo by John Starkey

Irving advocates take time to celebrate the anniversary of one of 
the city’s most historic houses.

celebration was the gift of the family 
home to the City on July 3, 1975 by 
Charles and Catherine Schulze and 
Sister Mary Schulze.

“The City and many volunteers 
restored and furnished the house 
so it could become a historic house 
museum.”

Mayor Beth Van Duyne dis-
cussed the importance of preserving 
Irving’s history. 

“It is really neat to be here and 
to see our heritage first hand,” Van 
Duyne said. “Not only is the house 
historic, but the furnishings in the 
house are also. This shows what can 
happen when you do get a legitimate 
private/public partnership.

“This city really does so much to 
recognize our history and the people 
who made this city what it is. Earlier 
today, I was giving a keynote speech 
at the Convention Center, and it is a 
day and night difference. We have 
one city that is 76 and a half square 
miles with over 200,000 people we 
talk about the new, and we still rep-
resent the old. These types of events 
and the people in these rooms remind 
us constantly that while the new is 
great to have, we need to have it for 
the tax base, you need to remember 
the old as well.”

A variety of events are planned 
to mark the 100th birthday of the 
Heritage House.

“I love this house, and the people 
are great,” said Mary Moorman, 
Irving Heritage Society President. 
“When the Irving Heritage Society 
has projects, it is amazing how many 
people volunteer. 

“I think the 100th anniversary 
of the house is special, because only 
one family has ever lived in this house. 
They had it built and lived in it. The 
Schulze family gave the house to the 
City. The Irving Heritage Society was 
formed in 1978 to maintain the house. 

“We have several events planned 
for the upcoming year. Some events 
will be open to the public and some 
will be by invitation. We want to 
honor the oldest businesses and as-
sociations in Irving. We will host the 
Vintage Valentine Tea on Feb. 12 as 
well as the ice cream social sometime 
in May,” she said.

“The Heritage House is a symbol 
of Irving’s rich history,” said Chris 
Wallace, co-chair of the 100th anni-
versary of the Irving Heritage House. 
“There are so many Irving citizens in 
the house today who also symbolize 
Irving’s history. They volunteer here, 
and we hold events here.

“It is good for us to show the 
young people what America was like 
and what Irving was like right at 100 
years ago, and this house represents 
that. 

“We always look to the future. 
We are building Irving and grow-
ing. But it is important for us to step 
back and enjoy Irving’s history and 
embrace it.”

CATCH THE DALLAS VS MIAMI GAME 
AT 1:30 ON CHRISTMAS DAY
Normal Business Hours - 11am - 2am
855 W. John Carpenter Freeway
On the corner of Walnut Hill and HWY 114
(972) 373-0333
Champps, Champps Americana, Champ’s and the Champps flag logo 
are registered trademarks of Champps Operating Corporation.  All rights reserved 2011. 

Open 11am till 8pm Christmas Eve
1pm till 2am Christmas Day

THE BEST SEAT 
OUTSIDE THE STADIUM

Provided by Maggie Rabiteau
Donors helped the newly relo-

cated and expanded Irving Interfaith 
Clinic in a significant way this holiday 
season. At an inaugural fundraising 
breakfast on Dec. 2, contributors 
pledged more than $35,000 to sup-
port Irving’s only free medical and 
dental clinic for needy residents. 

Immediately after the breakfast, 
the Robert Short Family pledged ad-
ditional support in the form of a chal-
lenge or matching grant of $7,500 
in honor of founding clinic Board 
Chairman Felix Garza. Every dollar 
contributed by the community will 
be matched up to $7,500

“We recently used up all the 
dollars we had previously raised for 
prescription assistance, so this chal-
lenge grant will help our patients tre-
mendously,” said Maggie Rabiteau, 
the clinic’s executive director. “Some 
of our folks have to choose between 
buying food or their medicines. We 
want to eliminate that dilemma 
whenever possible and provide their 
prescriptions to them. These patients 
have a much better chance of stay-
ing well and out of local emergency 
rooms for preventable health issues 
if they simply take their medicines

Baylor Medical Center at Irving 
President Cindy Schamp discussed 
the hospital’s excitement about hav-
ing Irving Interfaith Clinic move to 
Baylor Irving’s campus. 

The clinic’s new space has 13 pa-
tient exam rooms, more than quadru-
pling the number in its previous loca-
tion. In addition, Baylor Health Care 
System’s physician division, Health 
Texas, now provides the services of 
an advance practice nurse (APN) 
during weekday business hours; the 
APN’s care services 40 hours each 
week are in addition to the evening 
and weekend clinics that are staffed 
by 19 volunteer physicians and seven 
dentists from the area. The additional 
space and staffing will result in pa-
tient visits at Irving Interfaith Clinic 
increasing from 2,400 in 2011 to a 
projected 5,100 in 2012.

“Sometimes people are offered 
health insurance at work, but their 

financial situations are so dire that 
they opt out of that medical cover-
age,” Rabiteau said. “However, these 
folks are then not eligible for care at 
the county’s public hospital or clinics 
that are run by Parkland. We can offer 
Irving residents in this situation both 
hope and help because of the local 
doctors, dentists and nurses who do-
nate their time and talent to our clinic. 

“Our social worker helps them 
too. We’re always trying to help our 
patients qualify for other available 
coverage so that eventually they don’t 
need our clinic anymore. When they 
‘graduate’ to other care programs, it 
opens a spot for us to serve someone 
new.”

The clinic is a “medical home” 
for patients. It seeks to keep patients 
well. so that they do not need to 
frequently access local emergency 
rooms for basic, non-urgent health 
care. 

“The average cost to treat an ear 
infection in an ER is $170 versus $55 
at a medical home clinic like Irving 
Interfaith. We’re a much smarter care 
option all around.” Rabiteau said.

Donors can make gifts to be 
matched securely online at www.
irvinginterfaithclinic.org or by calling 
972-579-4392.

Heritage House
Continued from Page 1

Donors pledge funds for Irving Interfaith Clinic
“We can offer Irving 
residents in this situation 
both hope and help 
because of the local 
doctors, dentists and 
nurses who donate their 
time and talent to our 
clinic. “

  — Maggie Rabiteau


