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MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

Country club
shows off
renovations
By Alice Canham

On a clear day you can see for-
ever – or at least as far as the Dallas 
skyline – from the newly renovated 
Las Colinas Country Club. The ven-
erable Irving institution has recently 
undergone a makeover to its 8,000 
square foot member dining area, 
reopening with a member Christmas 
Party on Dec. 15.

General Manager Ron Woolard 
explained that the Club is one of 
three hometown properties operated 
by Irving-based ClubCorp, along 
with La Cima and Hackberry Creek 
Country Club.

“This is a very important com-
munity for them,” Woolard said. 
“Even in these unique economic 
times, they are investing capital, 
$200 million nationwide.

“The Las Colinas Club was devel-
oped back in 1963 by Ben Carpenter, 
who had the land. He created the 
Club as a starting point for his devel-
opments here so that it would attract 
housing and businesses.

“Over 49 years, we’ve gone 
through a lot of changes. ClubCorp 
actually bought the property in 1992. 

“This reinvention of our member 
dining – we’re calling the area ‘Car-
penter’s’ as a tribute to Ben Carpenter 
and his vision – is meant to improve 
the area and what we perceived as its 
datedness. 

“The view is just amazing and 
we wanted to make sure, from the 
second you open the front door, you 
can see beautiful Las Colinas and all 
the way to downtown Dallas.

“We’ve added some energy with 
our bar and our dining, and a patio 
on the back of the Club, with two 
fire pits.

“We can now accommodate 120 
people inside – a 10 percent increase 
– and we’ve added service outside 
for 60 people, effectively doubling 
our capacity overall. Along with 
that, we’ve hired 15 new staff – and 
we’re excited to help the economy 
that way.”

The outdoor area is roofed and 

Junior Achievement 
encourages children 
to dream big
By Mary Harp Shankles

Eighty-eight American Airlines and Ameri-
can Eagle volunteers worked with students from 
Barton Elementary School for Junior Achieve-
ment Day.

“Junior Achievement Day with American 
Airlines and Eagle is an annual event that we look 
forward to each year,” said Principal Maria Elena 
Coronado. “They are committed to our students 
with a devotion that shows through. The students 
are full of excitement when they recognize volun-
teers that were here last year and spontaneously 
wave at them during the welcome ceremony. 

“One of the things we have learned is that 
this is the best time of year for Junior Achieve-
ment. Our students are aware of finances and the 
economy, because it is the Christmas Holiday. 
They know how the family’s income will influence 
the gifts they will give and the gifts they will receive 
or Santa will bring. 

“Part of the success of Junior Achievement 
at our school is because we do not rush through 
with brief visits to the classes, but it is an all day, 
every class opportunity from beginning to end. 
As you can guess, the grades that benefit the most 
from Junior Achievement are the third, fourth 
and fifth.”

In James Mining’s fifth grade class, Mark 
Mitchell, AA’s Managing Director of Customer 
Experience and Molly Sandlin, Senior Analyst at 
American Airlines spoke to students about start-
ing their own businesses. The children imagined 
themselves as fashion designers, game inventors, 
game store retailers and spa owners just to name 
a few of their future business ideas. 

“Through Junior Achievement, we have a 
great opportunity to build on basic concepts and 
the steps students can take on their own to build 
a businesses,” Mitchell said. “Students who build 

Byron Nelson 
Championship 
earns two awards
Provided by Kayla Mansour

 The HP Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship was honored by the PGA 
TOUR at the TOUR’s Tournament 
Advisory Council Meetings on Dec. 
10.

The HP Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship earned awards for “Best 
Advertising Campaign” and “Best 
Social Media Activation” during the 
2011 tournament at the TPC Four 
Seasons Resort Las Colinas in Irving.

“On behalf of the PGA TOUR, I 
am pleased to congratulate the HP 
Byron Nelson Championship for be-
ing named the best among its peers 
on TOUR in two categories,” said 
PGA TOUR EVP and Chief of Opera-
tions Andy Pazder. “The tournament 
committee should be proud of the 
special recognition the event has 
earned for its efforts.”

The “Best Advertising Cam-
paign” was awarded to the HP Byron 
Nelson Championship to recognize 
its highly-successfully “Argyle Cam-
paign,” which incorporated an argyle 
thematic into its overall advertising 

Photo by John Starkey

Members of the Las Colinas Country Club celebrate the 
renovations to the member dining area with a ribbon cutting 
during the members’ Christmas Party.

By Alice Canham
Members of the Irving Sunrise 

Rotary Club were enchanted when 
the Singing Timberwolves, Rockin’ 
Recorders and Townsell Bell Chimers 
took the stage for the Club’s annual 
holiday music program. Fourth and 
fifth-graders from Jackie Mae Town-
sell Elementary gave an entertaining 
rendition of seasonal songs.

Because many of the children 
participated in more than one music 
group, they kept a keen eye on their 
musical director, Diane Vick, who 
held up signs so the children would 
know which performance was next.

“It was almost like watching a 
professional production,” said club 
member David Childs. “They moved 
from one song to the next like clock-

work.”
That’s the result of time, practice 

and self-discipline, according to Mrs. 
Vick, a music educator in the Irving 
ISD for the past ten years. 

“Timing is everything,” Vick 
explained. “We started working with 
the music months ago. 

“Then we performed at the Ir-
ving Mall, with hundreds of people 

passing by, and all that noise. Well, 
I couldn’t just shout something out 
to the children. I wanted them to be 
able to read the sign and know exactly 
where they’re supposed to be for the 
next song. They’re pretty good at 
knowing what to do!”

A graduate of Irving High, Vick 
pursued an Applied Voice major 
at Hardin-Simmons which led to 

productions with The Dallas Opera. 
While she is still an active singer, 
she says she loves working with the 
youngsters in IISD.

“This is absolutely what I want to 
be doing,” said Vick. “What a wonder-
ful group of kids! They’re really good, 
and they love to perform.”

She credits the parents of her 

Students in Townsell’s music programs create holiday cheer

City tournament draws 
players of all ages

By Jess Paniszczyn

If you know what at Mareep, 
Gligar, or Nuzleaf is, then you were 
probably among the 102 competitors 
who attended the Pokémon City Cham-
pionships at Epik Cards & Games in 
Irving on Dec. 29. 

Players battled each other playing 
the Pokémon™ Trading Card Game for 
the honor of becoming Pokémon City 
Champion. In addition to holding city 
championships officially sanctioned by 
The Pokémon Company International 
all over the country, the company in-
vites the best players to participate in 
the National Championships which 
will be held in Indianapolis next June, 
and World Championships in Hawaii 
next August.

The wildly popular Pokémon 
series includes over 600 characters 
including Mareep, Gligar, and Nuzleaf, 
an animated television series, manga 
series (Japanese style comic books), 
movies and games. 

Christine Noah became involved 
with the Pokémon Championships 
when her four children were growing 
up. Now known as PokéMom, Noah 
serves as the Dallas/Ft. Worth Premier 
Tournament Organizer for Pokémon 
City Championships.

“Anyone can play in a City Cham-
pionship and these tournaments are 
free. Players just have to bring their 
own cards,” Noah said. 

See HOLIDAY MUSIC, Page 7

See VOLUNTEERS, Page 2

See COUNTRY CLUB, Page 5 See BYRON NELSON, Page 5

Competitors battle to become Pokémon champs

Photos by John Starkey

During a lull in the battle, judge and Irving Pokémon League Leader, 
John Gray (middle) settles a gaming question between competitors, John 
Kettler and Mike Mullan.

Some of the younger and more flexible competitors sit on the floor while 
engaged in Pokémon battle.See POKEMON, Page 5
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Dear Editor:
The title of your front-page 

December 17th article, “Activists 
struggle to build a better district,” is 
particularly misleading. A more accu-
rate title would be, “Activists struggle 
to gain racial and political advantage 
in the Irving ISD.”

The Irving ISD Trustees and 
Superintendent Dr. Dana Bedden 
established wonderful goals shortly 
after his arrival. If activists really 
want to build a better district, then 
where are their articles about these 
goals and their progress?  Where 
are their articles about Irving ISD 
Goal 1, Focus on Academics and 
Enrichment? Where are their articles 
about the December 2011 report of 
the Superintendent, Five Stars in All 
Endeavors?

On the contrary, the activists 
want a federal judge to create single 
member districts in Irving for racial 
and political advantage.

The current at-large system has 
served Irving well and allows all citi-

zens to vote for school board trustees 
in each annual election. Under the 
7-0 single member district, a citizen 
could only vote for one trustee and 
only every three years. 

The existing system is better. 
 Don Van Slyke

The Letters to the Editor 
section is devoted to giving the 
people of Irving a voice. The Ir-
ving Rambler accepts your in-
put, letters, comments – good 
as well as bad, and opinions. 
This section is provided for you 
the reader.

If you would like to see 
your ideas in print, please 
email them to irving@irvin-
grambler.com or mail them to: 
The Irving Rambler, P.O. Box 
177731, Irving, Texas 75017  
Re: Letters to the Editor

Send us your comments

(972) 870-1992                                                  irving@irvingrambler.com
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Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOSE?

 Are you embarrassed to eat in public? 

Have mini-implants placed in the morning and eat lunch 
with more security in the afternoon. 

 Call today to find out more about improving the quality 
of your life with mini-implants.

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
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Need your Dental Work Today?
Have a crown made while you wait.

No more temporary crowns and fewer

appointments means less time off from work.

Has it been years since you went to the dentist? 

Is it because you had a bad experience? 
If so, we have some good news. 

A few small pills can help you relax and have a 
completely comfortable experience.

Call today to find out more about dentistry 
with oral sedation.

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

1/31/12

n January 5 from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Meals On Wheels Volunteer Training

The Visiting Nurse Association 
needs volunteers to deliver a Meals on 
Wheels route once a month in Irving. 
Volunteer training will take place at 
the Visiting Nurse Association’s head-
quarters on 1440 W. Mockingbird 
Lane in Dallas. Volunteer training is 
also available by appointment. For 
additional information call 214-689-
2210.
n Deadline January 9
Christmas Tree Roundup

Trees will be collected as a regu-
lar part of Irving’s weekly brush/
bulky waste pick-up through Jan. 9. 
Weekly brush/bulky waste collection 
is offered the same day as curbside 
recycling. To find out more about 
curbside recycling and weekly brush/
bulky waste collection, call 972-721-

8059. Christmas trees also will be 
accepted at the following locations 
through Jan. 8:

Cottonwood Park, 4051 N. Story 
Road

Southwest Park, 2800 Shady Grove 
Road

Drop-Off Recycling Center, 8555 
Home Depot Drive (east corner of The 
Home Depot parking lot)

Hunter Ferrell Landfill, 220 W. 
Hunter Ferrell Road (7 a.m. to 5:45 
p.m. daily, except New Year’s Day)

Residents must remove all ob-
structions such as tree stands, lights, 
tinsel, nails and ornaments. Plastic 
bags covering the tree also must be 
removed. All trees collected as part 
of this program will be mulched and 
made available for a nominal fee at the 
Hunter Ferrell Landfill. Call 972-721-
7322 for details.

2413 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

NW corner of SH 183 
@ Story Rd.

972.257.2597

* Arts & Craft Supplies
* Scrapbooking & Stamping Supplies
* Teacher Supplies
* Learning Opportunities for All Ages

Monday - Friday 10am-9pm;
Saturday 9am-9pm; Sunday 1pm-5pm

CHECK OUT 
the schedule on our web site:
www.GooglyEyesCrafts.com

2413 West Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

NW corner of SH 183 
@ Story Rd.

972.257.2597

* Arts & Craft Supplies
* Scrapbooking & Stamping Supplies
* Teacher Supplies
* Learning Opportunities for All Ages

Monday - Friday 10am-9pm;
Saturday 9am-9pm; Sunday 1pm-5pm

CHECK OUT 
the schedule on our web site:
www.GooglyEyesCrafts.com

Put a Paw print in your heart
and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like to 
bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

4140 Valley View Ln.
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Friday

11am-6pm
Saturday 10am – 5pm

Come adopt a new family member today!
If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Hi! Scarlet is my name. I am as 
beautiful as Scarlett O'Hara and, like 
her, home is the most important 
thing to me. I am 2 years old and 
was rescued from another shelter. I 
am an adorable small, red, spayed 
female. I am very affectionate and 
playful. I can't wait to find my forever 
home!

Hi! I am Charles, but my favorite 
volunteer likes to call me Charlie 
because I am more of a good ol' boy 
than a stuffy prince. I am so sweet 
and friendly and love to play with 
people I meet. I was a stray, but 
know that soon I will find the perfect 
home. Please come and play with 
me. I may be a big guy, but am very 
gentle. I am only about 3 years old. 
I am looking for a home where I can 
be your only furr baby.

businesses boost their control over 
their economy, which sends out the 
ripples that are changing the world 
they live in. 

“Research shows that children 
pick up most of their spending habits 

before age 12. To lay that foundation 
begins with the basic building blocks 
for building and impacting their 
world through financial literacy, to 
workplace readiness and to the big 
E, entrepreneurship. We need to be 
ever ready to remind kids that they 
can do whatever they want to do, 
no matter what gender, race, age, or 
ethnicity they are.” 

Volunteers
Continued from Page 1

Ranchview Band 
achieves success 
at region auditions
Provided by Angela Shelley

Ranchview High School Band 
students auditioned for places in 
the Region 24 All-Region Band. 
With over 900 students audition-
ing for 100 available positions, the 
Ranchview Band students earned 
17 positions in the Region. Two 
students earned first place positions 
(1st chair), and seven students will 
advance to Area Auditions in Janu-
ary. Area is the qualifying level for the 
Texas All-State Band.

The following students earned 
positions in the All-Region Band:

Justyn An, 10, Clarinet
Jennafer Collins, 12, Clarinet
Peter Kobayashi, 10, Clarinet
Wes Story, 9, Clarinet
Meron Teklu, 11, Clarinet – Ad-

vance To Area
Anthony Ezell, 12, Alto-Clarinet
Francis Cooper, 9, Contra-Alto 

Clarinet – Advance To Area
Min Kang, 10, Alto Saxophone 

– Advance To Area
Tae Seo, 10, Baritone Saxophone 

– Advance To Area – 1st Chair
Joey Kim, 10, Trumpet 
Shawntel David, 10, French 

Horn
Arthur Tate, 11, French Horn – 

Advance To Area
Anthony Sauls, 11, Tenor Trom-

bone
Surgi So, 11, Bass Trombone – 

Advance To Area – 1st Chair
James Legerme, 11, Euphonium
Sean Kelly, 10, Percussion
Kazuomi Motoike, 10, Percus-

sion – Advance To Area

Photo by Mary Harp Shankles

Encouraging the business leaders of tomorrow, Mark Mitchell, 
American Airlines’ Managing Director of Customer Experience, 
speaks with fifth graders at Barton Elementary School in Irving 
about Junior Achievement.

Rex W. Tillerson, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Exxon Mobil 
Corporation, presented Presbyterian 
Night Shelter of Tarrant County with 
a $50,000 grant on Dec. 14 in sup-
port of the agency’s mission to pro-
vide shelter, security and services to 
homeless men, women and children. 

“It is an honor to support the 
Presbyterian Night Shelter and the 
life changing work you do in the 
community,” Tillerson said. “May 
this gift assist you in your continuing 
mission to impact the lives of those 
in need, especially during this holiday 
season.”

Presbyterian Night Shelter is 
the largest and only free emergency 
homeless shelter without length-of-
stay restrictions in the area. Nearly 
90 percent of the 4,000 homeless 
people in Tarrant County receive 
services from the shelter during the 
year. Since opening its doors in 1984, 
the shelter has provided more than 

3 million nights of stay and served 
more than 5 million meals. 

“We are grateful for the generos-
ity of Mr. Tillerson and ExxonMobil,” 
said Toby Owen, executive director, 
Presbyterian Night Shelter. “As the 
holiday season approaches so does 
the colder weather, and this gift will 
help provide shelter and care to our 
clients during harsh winter months.” 

To combat the complex issue of 
homelessness, Presbyterian Night 
Shelter provides specialized care to 
adults, women with children, veter-
ans and people with mental illness at 
four facilities on its five-acre campus 
in Fort Worth. In addition to shelter, 
security, meals and hygiene items, 
the shelter provides case manage-

ment, transportation assistance, 
employment assistance, counseling 
and life-skills education to help cli-
ents regain their quality of life. 

Presbyterian Night Shelter em-
ploys 35 homeless clients to handle 
day-to-day operations and in 2011 
helped more than 250 clients move 
into more permanent housing.

Tillerson established the annual 
holiday gift of $50,000 in 2006 to 
provide assistance to a North Texas 
nonprofit agency during the holiday 
season. Other past recipients are 
St. Philip’s School and Community 
Center, Lena Pope Home, Vogel Al-
cove, Irving Cares and the Children’s 
Advocacy Center for Denton. 

Source: Exxon Mobil Corporation

ExxonMobil supports Presbyterian Night Shelter
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The Holiday season is one of the 
business travel times of the year. AAA 
predicts approximately 83.6 million 
people plan to take to the nation’s 
roadways this Year-End holiday 
travel season, a 2.1 percent increase 
compared to 2010. 

In fact, this year’s projected 
automobile travel volume is the 
second highest in the past decade. 
With so many people travelling to 
visit family, purchasing last minute 
gifts, attending holiday gatherings, 
the Traffic Safety Coalition (TSC) is 
encouraging motorists to be mindful 
of actions that will make their holiday 
travel safer. 

Stop on Red: Give yourself extra 
time on the roadways and obey all 
traffic laws. Traffic crashes are the 
single most significant cause of pre-
ventable death and injury in North 
America. According to the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety 676 
people were killed and an estimated 
113,000 were injured in the United 
States in crashes that involved red 
light running in 2009 alone.

Watch for pedestrians: Fami-
lies may be out shopping or visiting 
relatives. It’s important to watch for 
pedestrians in crosswalks especially 
children and the elderly. 76,000 
pedestrians have been killed while 
crossing or walking along a street 
in the last 15 years. Nearly 4,000 of 
them have been children since 2001.

Watch your speed: Speeding is 
never a good idea, especially during 

the holidays. If you obey the speed 
limits, you will still get to your fam-
ily’s house in plenty of time to enjoy 
the holiday festivities. Speeding is 
a dangerous behavior, killing more 
than 1,000 Americans every month. 

Stay off the phone: Use your 
phone for emergencies only. The 
National Safety Council estimates 
1.3 million crashes, or 23 percent of 
all crashes, involve distracted drivers 
using cell phones.

“Whether you’re traveling across 
country or across town, it’s important 
to obey all traffic safety laws to en-
sure you get to and from your family 
gatherings safely,” said Traffic Safety 
Coalition co-Chair Paul Oberhauser, 
whose daughter Sarah was killed in 
2002 when a driver ran a red light. 
“Small changes in driving behavior 
and taking personal responsibil-
ity this holiday season will keep our 
roads safe and help save lives.”

Source: Traffic Safety Coalition:

n Robbery:  on 12/24/2011 at 12:45 
a.m. Eight males exited two separate 
vehicles and approached a juvenile 
victim as he was riding his bicycle 
at Franklin St. and Vilbig St. One of 
the suspects requested to purchase 
marijuana from the victim. When 
informed that he did not have any 
marijuana, several of the suspects 
assaulted the victim by punching him 
the face, causing minor injuries. The 
suspects then took the victims bicycle 
and fled the scene.

$69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 
 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

POLICE REPORT 

Irving Fire Department responded to 261 
incidents December 22-28.

IRVING 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Fire incidents
68  Misc. Fire/ 
 Rescue Calls
1 Special 
 Operations
3 Structure Fires 
0 Vehicle Fires

Medical calls
12 Major Accidents
66 Major Medical
21 Heart Attacks
40 Difficulty 
 Breathing 
33 Trauma Related 
17 CPR Situations

The following information was published in the Irving Police Department’s Jail Log. Individuals 
listed in this section have been arrested on a felony charge and reflect only a fraction of people each 
week who find themselves the guests of the Irving Police Department. All individuals appearing 
here are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. For more information, visit the 
City of Irving website, www.cityofIrving.org.

POLICE JAIL LOG 

KEY
CJC – Criminal Justice Center
DWLI – Driving While License invalid
FMFR – Failure to Maintain Finance Responsibility
MVI – Motor Vehicle Inspection
FV – Family Violence
UUMV – Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle
DSO – Dallas Sheriff Office
SO – Sheriff Office
MIP – Minor In Possession (Alcohol) 

1770 W. Irving Blvd., #12
Irving, TX 75061

972-254-4141

Wigs for all 
your needs — 
chemo, fashion
hair systems 
for men

DISCOUNT WIGS
20% o� 1st purchase

Constance Q. Zhou, MD

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Ste 225, Irving, TX 75061

Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 972-253-4280

✦ Medical Degree in Otolaryngology from University of Texas 
 Southwestern Medical School, 2006
✦ Residency at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
✦ Joined the Medical and Surgical Clinic of Irving, October 2011
✦ Bilingual: English and Chinese

Specialist in Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery

ABRONE, ALLEN 
RAY
AGE: 42
SEX: M
Charge 1: ELLIS-
PROB REV THEFT
Charge 2: TCSO-
THEFT U/1500

ADAME, 
ROLANDO
AGE: 19
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 114 E 
ST CLAIR DR
Charge 1: POSS 
OF DRUG PARA
Fine Amount: $475
Charge 2: ICE-
IMMIGRATION 
HOLD X
Charge 3: DSO 
INSBD PS CS

ALVARADO, 
DANIEL
AGE: 40
SEX: M
Charge 1: THEFT 
PROP<$1,500

BANDA, PABLO 
RAUL
AGE: 46
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 718 S 
STORY RD
Charge 1: DWI 
3RD (BLOOD)
Bail Amount: 
$5,000

BARBER, BRYAN 
RAY
AGE: 36
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 757 N 
BELTLINE
Charge 1: ARK-
POSS FIREARM 
B/F

FLORES, RUBEN
AGE: 32
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: E 
GRAUWYLER 
RD/N LOOP 12 
WSR BL SB
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG1 <1G
Bail Amount:
Charge 2: EULESS 
FTA
Fine Amount: $577
Charge 3: EULESS 
INSPECTION
Fine Amount: $585
Charge 4: EULESS 
REGISTRATION
Fine Amount: $542
Charge 5: EULESS 
FMFR
Fine Amount: $744
Charge 6: EULESS 
DWLI
Fine Amount: $542
Charge 7: EULESS 
FMFR
Fine Amount: $666

GARCIA, 
ANTONIO 
ARENAS
AGE: 34
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 
CARL/SSR 183 E/B
Charge 1: TAMPER 
W/GOV REC INS
Charge 2: DWI 
(.189) BAC >.150
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 3: DSO BF 
ASSAULT M*
Bail Amount: 
$3,000
Charge 4: 
IMMIGRATION-
ICE HOLD

GARCIA, ROGER
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 
MCCLURE/STORY
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G
Charge 2: DWI 
BAC>=.15 (.183)
Bail Amount: $500

GUTIERREZ, JOSE 
ALBERTO
AGE: 29
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 300 
BLOCK NSR SH 
183
Charge 1: FAIL TO 
ID FUGITIVE
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 2: POSS 
MARIJ <2OZ
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 3: 
SAGINAW-NO DL
Bail Amount: $164
Charge 4: 
SAGINAW-POSS 
OF ALCH
Bail Amount: $314
Charge 5: 
SAGINAW-POSS 
DRG PAR
Bail Amount: $314
Charge 6: 
SAGINAW-FTA
Bail Amount: $172
Charge 7: 
SAGINAW-PARK 
IN NO PARK
Bail Amount: $145
Charge 8: 
SAGINAW-FTA
Fine Amount: $172
Charge 9: FTWPD-
WINDOW TINT
Fine Amount: $364
Charge 10: 
FTWPD-NO L
Fine Amount: $390
Charge 11: TCSO-
THEFT SP 15-20K

HAMPTON, 
TIFANEE 
ALLALIN
AGE: 43
SEX: F
ARREST 
LOCATION: 1900 
CLOVERLEAF 207
Charge 1: DSO P/V 
PROST 3RD MO
Charge 2: DPD 
MAN PUR OR 
PROST
Bail Amount: $707

HUERTA, JAVIER 
GARCIA
AGE: 34
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 3498 
SPUR 482 NB
Charge 1: DWI 
(BLOOD) 3RD 
OPEN
Bail Amount: 
$2,500
Charge 2: DWLI 
PREV CONVI
Bail Amount: $500
Charge 3: PV DWI 
3RD
Charge 4: 
IMMIGRATION-
ICE HOLD

JOHNSON, 
ALFRED L
AGE: 37
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 4243 
W PIONEER
Charge 1: DV 
ASSAULT FAM/
HOUSE
Charge 2: FMFR
Fine Amount: $603
Charge 3: DWLI
Fine Amount: $400
Charge 4: APD-
OFF OR PROVOC 
PH
Bail Amount: $627
Charge 5: DV 
ASSAULT IMPEDE 
BR
Bail Amount: 
$15,000

MALLORY, BILLY 
II
AGE: 55
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 2826 
LOWELL DR
Charge 1: DV 
ASSAULT FAM/
HOUSE

MARTINEZ, 
MARIO GARCIA
AGE: 48
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 
FIFTH\STORY
Charge 1: DWI 
W/CHILD U 15 
(BLOOD)
Charge 2: DWLI
Bail Amount: $425

MCPHERSON, 
JASON JERMAINE
AGE: 20
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 3701 
IRVING MALL
Charge 1: THEFT 
PROP<$1,500
Charge 2: DSO-
EVAD ARREST
Bail Amount: $500

MENDOZA, PAUL
AGE: 32
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 4005 
BLOCK DRIVE 119
Charge 1: TDCJ-PV 
DEL CS METH
Charge 2: DPD-
SEAT BELT LAW
Bail Amount: $304

MORANTE, 
RODOLFO
AGE: 44
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 114 
HIGHLAND
Charge 1: DWI 
3RD (BLOOD)
Bail Amount: 
$10,000

PAYNE, BARRON 
EARL
AGE: 36
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 3535 
N BELTLINE RD
Charge 1: FRAUD 
POSS CS/PRESCR

PUCKETT, KEITH
AGE: 31
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 501 
GOODYEAR ST
Charge 1: DWI 
3RD OR MORE
Bail Amount: 
$2,500
Charge 2: TITUS 
CO FTA DWI OPN
Bail Amount: 
$1,500
Charge 3: 
MESQUITE PI
Fine Amount: $345

RANGEL, FABIAN
AGE: 22
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 
BELTLINE/SHADY 
GROVE
Charge 1: POSS CS 
PG 1 <1G

RETANA, 
HOMERO AVITIA
AGE: 34
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 1035 
MARKET PLACE 
BL
Charge 1: FRAUD 
USE POSS ID
Bail Amount: 
$25,000
Charge 2: CREDIT 
DEBIT ABUSE
Bail Amount: 
$10,000
Charge 3: FRAUD 
USE POSS OF ID
Bail Amount: 
$10,000
Charge 4: POSS OF 
DRUG PARAPH
Bail Amount: $475
Charge 5: DWLI
Bail Amount: $425

RODARTE, 
KARLA
AGE: 34
SEX: F
ARREST 
LOCATION: 7447 
N MACARTHUR 
BL
Charge 1: TAMPER 
W/ GOVEN REC
Charge 2: PUBLIC 
INTOXICATION
Bail Amount: $475
Charge 3: DSO BF/
FAIL TO ID
Bail Amount: 
$1,000
Charge 4: DSO BF/
FRAUD
Bail Amount: 
$100,555
Charge 5: 
IMMIGRATION-
ICE HOLD

TAYLOR, PATRICK 
SHERARD
AGE: 27
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 400 
W FOURTH ST
Charge 1: DSO 
FAIL PAY CHIL SU
Bail Amount: 
$5,000
Charge 2: DWLI
Fine Amount: $300
Charge 3: DISR 
TRA CONT DEV
Fine Amount: $468
Charge 4: FMFR
Fine Amount: $139
Charge 5: POSS 
DRUG PARA
Fine Amount: $550
Charge 6: DVILLE 
SPEEDING
Bail Amount: $297
Charge 7: DVILLE 
NO DL
Bail Amount: $270

THOMPSON, 
JOHN SCOTT
AGE: 37
SEX: M
ARREST 
LOCATION: 1035 
MARKET PLACE 
BL
Charge 1: FRAUD 
USE/POSS OF ID
Bail Amount: 
$25,000
Charge 2: POSS CS 
PG 1 U 4G
Bail Amount: 
$10,000
Charge 3: CREDIT 
OR DEBIT ABUS
Bail Amount: 
$10,000
Charge 4: TAMP 
W/GOVERN 
RECORD
Bail Amount: 
$10,000
Charge 5: 
POSSESSION OF 
DRUG P
Bail Amount: $475

By Peter Malof

The legal battle against Texas’ 
school-funding system is heating 
up. On Dec. 13, a coalition of parents 
and non-wealthy school districts 
filed suit in a Travis County district 
court, claiming state education aid is 
inadequate and unfairly distributed.

Previous lawsuits have chal-
lenged the constitutionality of a 
school-financing system, which 
critics say amounts to a statewide 
property tax. The new suit calls at-
tention to what attorneys describe as 
arbitrary funding mechanisms which 
don’t provide for poor students and 

those learning English.
David Hinojosa, Southwest 

regional counsel for the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund, is the lead attorney for 
the districts.

“Those students are the ones 
who are struggling most,” Hinojosa 
said. “And so, if we’re successful on 
this claim, all those districts educat-
ing low-income and English-lan-
guage learners would benefit.”

Hinojosa says there’s an alarm-
ing achievement gap in Texas schools 
- and a funding gap that became 
substantially worse this year when 
lawmakers slashed education aid by 
$5.4 billion.

“How can you hold all the stu-
dents to the same standards, expect 
them to meet those standards, but 
then fund their education so grossly 
disparately? It’s just not only unfair, 
it’s unjust and unconstitutional,” 
he said.

State officials have not com-
mented on any of the lawsuits. Pre-
vious court decisions have upheld a 

constitutional mandate that children 
from rich and poor districts should 
have equal access to education funds.

“If you live in this ZIP code, 
your children are worth more - but if 
you live in this other ZIP code, your 
children are worth less. And so, while 
we don’t want to take away from the 
wealthy districts, we do want to see 
the system leveled up,” Hinojosa said.

Lawmakers, he says, may have 
further contributed to the crisis by 
requiring that all students be “col-
lege-ready” and instituting tougher 
state exams - providing more legal 
ammunition for those who argue that 
school funding is inadequate.

For decades, Hinojosa says, 
the Texas Legislature has been 
incapable of addressing the state’s 
school-finance system with anything 
more than what he calls “band-aid 
solutions.” He thinks it will take court 
intervention to force lawmakers to 
take politically difficult action, such 
as finding new revenues - and that’s 
the only way, he believes, that fund-
ing can be both fair and adequate.

Texas school funding fight expands

Remain safe on the road this season

Does advertising work in the Irving Rambler?

It just did!
Sales@IrvingRambler.com      817-454-4050 
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• On Jan. 9, 1493, Chris-
topher Columbus, sailing near 
the Dominican Republic, sees 
three “mermaids” and describes 
them as “not half as beautiful as 
they are painted.” They were in 
reality manatees. Mythical mer-
maids have existed in seafaring 
cultures since the time of the 
ancient Greeks.

• On Jan. 14, 1639, in Hart-
ford, Conn., the first constitu-
tion in the American colonies, 
the “Fundamental Orders,” is 
adopted. The Fundamental 
Orders declared that “the foun-
dation of authority is in the free 
consent of the people.”

• On Jan. 10, 1901, a drill-
ing derrick at Spindletop Hill 

near Beaumont, Texas, pro-
duces an enormous gusher of 
crude oil, signaling the advent 
of the American oil industry. 
The geyser flowed at an initial 
rate of approximately 100,000 
barrels a day and took nine 
days to cap.

• On Jan. 15, 1919, two mil-
lion gallons of fiery hot molas-
ses floods the streets of Boston, 
killing 21 people and a dozen 
horses. The molasses burst 
from a 58-foot-high tank in the 
heart of the city. An 8-foot-high 
wave of molasses swept away 
freight cars, knocked over the 
local firehouse and pushed 
over the support beams for the 
elevated train line.

• On Jan. 13, 1939, Arthur 
“Doc” Barker is shot and killed 
while trying to escape from Al-
catraz Prison in San Francisco 
Bay. Barker, of the notorious 
“Bloody Barkers” gang, was 

spotted on the rock-strewn 
shore of the island after climb-
ing over the walls and tying 
pieces of wood together into a 
makeshift raft.

• On Jan. 11, 1973, the 
owners of America’s 24 major-
league baseball teams vote to 
allow teams in the American 
League to use a “designated 
pinch-hitter” that could bat for 
the pitcher, while still allowing 
the pitcher to stay in the game.

• On Jan. 12, 1984, a panel 
overseeing the restoration of 
the Great Pyramids in Egypt 
abandons modern construc-
tion techniques in favor of 
the method employed by the 
ancient Egyptians. Restorers 
stopped using mortar and ad-
opted the system of interlocking 
blocks practiced by the original 
pyramid builders.

Organizations are required to re-submit their infor-
mation on a monthly basis to insure that the Irving 
Rambler will have accurate information. Listings are 
limited to the Organization’s name, meeting location 
and time. If an organization wishes to have more 
information than the free listing offers, we will continue 
to offer other advertising opportunities.

CLUBS
American Legion 

Post #218
Heritage Park Building

215 Main St. Downtown Irving
3rd Thursday of each month.

Recruiting/Questions
   call 469-621-7878

Buttons & Bows Square 
& Round Dance Club 

1st & 3rd Saturdays at 8:00 pm 
Senter Park East 
228 Chamberlain

Circle I - Square 
& Round Dance Club
2nd & 4th Fridays at 8pm

Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain

Evening Lions Club
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm
Community Christian Church

2301 Texas Drive

Greater Irving 
Republicans

Meets the first Tues. each month
@ Spring Creek BBQ at 7 p.m.

Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Fourth Thurday of the month 

7:30 to 9 PM
Senter Park East
228 Chamberlain
www.irvingarc.org

Irving AMBUCS
Thursday at 11:30am

New Panda Cafe
West Hwy 183 service rd.

Irving Garden & Arts
2nd Thursday, 10am

Irving Garden & Arts Building
906 S. Senter    214.435.9876

Irving Noonday Lions
Wednesdays Ph 972-409-9940

New Panda Cafe @ 11:30   
Hwy 183 At Story, Irving 

Irving Republican
Women’s Club

Meets the second Monday of 
each month (except July) at 7pm

IHOP Restaurant
Hwy 635 @ MacArthur

Irving Retired School
Personnel Association

2nd Friday, 10am
First Christian Church
210 East Sixth Street

Irving Rotary Club
Thursdays at 12 pm

Las Colinas Country Club
ndugger@irvingisd.net

Irving Sunrise Rotary
Thursday at 7 am

Las Colinas Country Club
4400 N. O”Connor Rd.

THE OPTIMIST 
CLUB OF IRVING

1st Wednesday at 6:30 P.M. and 
3rd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Meet at Googly Eyes 
2413 W. Airport Frwy.

Saturday Singles
Lunch Bunch 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
972-254-3525

TOPS TX #58, Irving
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.

Dwelling Place
1126 Hilltop Drive

Yellow Rose AMBUCS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

IHOP Restaurant- Beltline Rd.
1801 N. Beltline Rd.

VFW Post 2494 IRVING
Post Meeting – 1st Thursday at 7pm

Ladies’ Auxiliary -1st & 3rd

 Wed at 7pm
Men’s Auxiliary – 4th Wed at 7pm
Junior Girls – 2nd Sun at 12:30pm

3375 Belt Line Rd

Widowed Persons Service 
Saturday Morning 8:30am
IHOP Restaurant-Beltline

1801 N. Beltline Rd.

• It was American essay-
ist Logan Pearsall Smith who 
made the following sage obser-
vation: It is the wretchedness 
of being rich that you have to 
live with rich people.

• The word “avocado” is 
derived from a South Ameri-
can Indian word that means 
“testicle.”

• When the miniskirt was 
introduced to the world in the 
1960s, the reaction was swift 
and often harsh. Women who 

wore them in the Malagasy 
Republic were sentenced to 
10 days in jail. Congolese po-
lice arrested 300 women for 
wearing the new style, and 
Egyptian law branded the 
garment as indecent. In Ca-
racas, Venezuela, the clergy 
got involved; churches ad-
monished women to give up 
their minis or “be condemned 
to hell.” Perhaps the seeming 
overreaction wasn’t entirely 
unjustified, considering the ef-
fect the miniskirt had in some 
places. It was reported that two 
women wearing minis caused 
a two-hour traffic jam in down-
town Cairo, and a 63-year-old 
man in Rio De Janeiro was 

sentenced to three days in 
jail after biting the legs of the 
miniskirt-clad woman seated 
next to him on a bus.

• The first animated color 
TV commercial was broadcast 
in 1949, and it was created by 
none other than venerable 
children’s book author Dr. 
Seuss. The ad was for the Ford 
Motor Company.

• Historians say that 
Abraham Lincoln had a shrill, 
high-pitched voice rather than 
the deep and sonorous tones 
we usually hear when the 16th 
president is portrayed in film 
and television.

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which youth group’s slogan is 
“Learn by doing”?
2. TELEVISION: Who was 
the German commandant of 
Stalag 13 in TV’s “Hogan’s 
Heroes”?
3. U.S. GOVERNMENT: 
Which state did Harry Byrd 
represent in the U.S. Senate 
for 32 years?

4. INVENTORS: Who was the 
inventor of the first practical 
process of photography?
5. MYTHOLOGY: Who was 
the Greek goddess Perse-
phone?
6. HISTORY: What did Jack 
Ruby, who killed JFK assas-
sin Lee Harvey Oswald, do for 
a living?
7. SPORTS: When was the 
Stanley Cup first awarded?
8. THEATER: Tennessee Wil-
liams won a Pulitizer Prize for 
which one of his plays in 1948?
9. GEOGRAPHY: The city of 
Cartagena, Spain, lies next to 

which body of water?
10. EXPLORERS: What was 
the nationality of polar ex-
plorer Roald Amundsen?
Answers
1. 4-H
2. Col. Wilhelm Klink
3. Virginia
4. Louis Daguerre
5. Queen of the underworld
6. Ruby was a Dallas nightclub 
owner
7. 1893
8. “A Streetcar Named Desire”
9. Mediterranean Sea
10. Norweigan

FUN & GAMES

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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screened to block the sun, and patio 
heaters make the space usable ten 
months out of the year.

“We’ve had so much fun show-
ing the members what we’ve done,” 
Woolard continued. “Three hundred 
and fifty people showed up at our 
Christmas party, and they all raved 
about it. It’s almost surreal – we’ve 
apparently done the right thing at just 
the right time to please the various 
age groups that visit here – whether 
older, original members, or families. 
We’ve installed a 103-inch TV and 
media center, and gaming area with 
all the X-Box 360 and Wii games. 

We’re a club for families, not just 
golf. It’s thrilling to give tours and 
see everybody’s jaw drop!”

Clem Lear is a member of nine 
years standing with Las Colinas 
Country Club and has just been elect-
ed to their Board. She is “extremely 
excited” about the changes. 

“Actually, the staff polled the 
membership to get suggestions about 
names for the space. And ‘Carpen-
ter’s’ was the overwhelming favorite, 
since Ben Carpenter more or less 
started the Club,” Lear said.

“I think the renovations will be 
a big draw in attracting many new 
members, especially with the de-
velopments in nearby La Villita and 
new homes nearby on the lakes, and 

all the apartments in the area. It’s a 
whole new feel.

“They actually also have a brand 
new lunch menu – everything from 
spicy salmon to little beef entrees, 
chicken; flatbreads. And after Jan. 
t, they’re going to start a new dinner 
menu.

“The tennis courts have been 
redone, and they’ve just completed a 
renovation to the fitness area.

“I think a lot of people will want 
to come just to see what’s been done. 
And to see the view! With all the glass 
at the back now, you can actually see 
University Hills and all the way into 
Dallas.

“I think Mr. Carpenter would’ve 
been proud to see the progress.”

campaign. In addition, a street team 
known as the “Argyle Army” made 
appearances throughout the year 
at major sporting events around 
town, including the North Texas Golf 
Expo, Dallas Stars hockey games, the 
first Dallas Mavericks home playoff 
game and a Texas Rangers game. 
The promotion with the Rangers 
included a combo ticket offer. The 
campaign, which also featured an 
Argyle-wrapped Cadillac Escalade 
and an argyle golf cart, culminated 
in an “Argyle Out” event during the 
second round of the HP Byron Nel-

CLASSIFIEDS To place an ad, call (972) 870-1992 
or email tammyp@irvingrambler.com 

RENTAL
IRVING RAMBLER / 
DFW NEWS FLASH
NOW HIRING OUTSIDE 
SALES

CANDIDATE MUST:
n Be Computer Literate
n Dress Casual Professional
n Have Cell Phone
n Have Reliable Transportation
n Have Computer Access
n Possess Impeccable Follow-Up 
Skills
n Be Able To Multi-Task
n Be Extremely Organized
n Be Tirelessly Persistent
n Have A Minimum Of 20 Hours A 
Week
Available To Perform Job
PREFER CANDIDATE:
n Have Advertising Sales Experi-
ence
n Have A Clientele Base
n Have 30+ Hours A Week Avail-
able To
Perform Job.

Send Resume to 
Sales@IrvingRambler.com
or call 972-870-1992

PARKING SPACE
FOR RENT

Boats, RV’s, Autos, Trailers
Affordable / Convenient
111 S. Irving Heights Dr.

Irving, TX 75060
(972) 513-3990

BODY SHOP, INC

NOW HIRING

Collision Repair 
Technician. 

Need tools, 
experience

and references.

For appointment 
call 972-438-8525

LEGAL NOTICE

Even Exchange

Puzzles, Page 6

Buy 
it!

Sell 
it!

Rent 
it!
Irving

 Rambler 
Classifieds

(972) 870-1992

Stage 3 of the City of Irving Drought Contingency Plan is in effect beginning  
Jan. 1, 2012. Until further notice, Irving residents and businesses cannot water 
more than once per week on designated days, according to the street number 
address and other guidelines:

Residential watering:•	
 Even-numbered addresses (those ending in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8)  

may water on Saturday only
 Odd-numbered addresses (those ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9)  

may water on Sunday only
Industrial, commercial and multifamily watering:•	

 Even-numbered addresses (those ending in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8)  
may water on Tuesday only

 Odd-numbered addresses (those ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9)  
may water on Wednesday only

No irrigation may occur on Monday, Thursday or Friday•	
No irrigation may occur between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on any day•	

 
During Stage 3 restrictions, building foundations, trees and landscaping 
may be watered by hand-held hose, soaker hose, bucket or drip irrigation 
for up to two hours on the designated watering day. Violators of the Stage 3  
restrictions	are	subject	to	fines	of	up	to	$2,000	per	violation.

Activating the higher level mandatory restrictions is a proactive move  
intended to preserve the water supply and thereby protect public health, 
welfare and safety, as well as minimize the adverse impacts of water supply 
shortages. Cooperation with the restrictions will help ensure water is available 
for	 domestic	 use,	 sanitation	 and	 fire	 protection.	 For	 more	 information,	 
visit	www.cityofirving.org	or	call	(972)	721-2281.	             
                                                                 *In accordance with City Code, Article 41.14

City of Irving

Mandatory Watering restrictions

stage 3: Water eMergency

LEGAL NOTICE

Country club
Continued from Page 1

Photo by John Starkey

Members of the Las Colinas Country Club celebrate the holidays 
as well as the club’s new renovations.

Byron Nelson
Continued from Page 1

“Today’s tournament includes 
local kids, people from Houston, 
Austin and Lubbock. We also have 
players from Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Missouri and Florida. The youngest 
player here is probably five or six, and 
the oldest is probably 50.

“Everyone is welcome to play. 
These tournaments are a great way to 
grow, learn and make new friends. It 
is not just the geeky kids who come to 
play. We have everybody. I have kids 
who balance out soccer and baseball 
with Pokémon. 

“We have a lot of players today 

who are on scholarship to colleges 
like SMU, A&M and other colleges 
who came back this weekend to 
play, because they are home for the 
holiday. We have a lot of really bright 
kids with a wide variety of interests. 

“Pokémon in general encour-
ages reading, math and deductive 
reasoning. It is challenging and it’s 
fun. 

“Fun and fair are the two things 
we stress in Pokémon. Sometimes 
not winning isn’t fun, but we try to 
make it a positive experience. The 
players are helpful to each other. I 
have seen more kindness, fairness 
and honesty in these tournaments,” 
she said.

Pokemon
Continued from Page 1

son Championship. The tournament 
worked with Dallas-based agency 
Belmont Icehouse to develop and 
implement the campaign.

The HP Byron Nelson Cham-
pionship was also recognized for 
“Best Social Media Activation,” 
engaging the community through 
extensive updates, contests and 
ticket giveaways via Facebook, Twit-
ter and Quick-Response Codes. The 

tournament worked with Redbutton.
tv to execute the social media plan 
on-site, which included a crawling 
Twitter feed on scoreboards around 
the course. 

The 2012 HP Byron Nelson 
Championship, won this year by 
the PGA TOUR’s Rookie of the Year 
Keegan Bradley, will be held at the 
TPC Four Seasons Resort on May 
17-20.
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Charles Ray Coffelt
Charles Ray Coffelt, age 73 of 

Grand Prairie, TX passed away on 
Monday, December 26, 2011 with 
his family by his side. He was born 
on September 6, 1938 in South 
Pittsburg, TN to Morris and Hazel 
Coffelt. Ray’s passion in life was his 
daughters, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and traveling. He 
enjoyed baseball and even was able 
to attend the World Series last year 
with his daughter and son-in-law. 
Survivors include daughters, Susie 
Edmiston and husband Rusty, Mary 
Warner and husband Robert, Melissa 
Morgan-Zabbia and husband Sam; 
sisters, Kathy Zieger and Carolyn 
Ferman; brothers, Franklin, Jackie, 
Billy, George and Ronnie Coffelt; 
grandchildren, Samantha Edmiston, 
Amanda Coffin, Joshua Coffin, Jacob 
Morgan; great-grandchildren, Bren-
tyn and Haydon Ervin; his loving 
wonderful friend, Ann Alsup; and 
numerous, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. A Memorial Service 
was Wednesday, December 28th at 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

Dwight Garland
Dwight Garland, a resident 

of Irving since 1961, passed away 
December 27, 2011. He was born on 
July 26, 1922 in Grayson County, 

Texas to John 
and Edna Gar-
land. He was a 
member of Ma-
cArthur Bou-
levard Baptist 
Church where 
he served as 
a Deacon for 

many years. He was Warehouse 
Manager for Progress Lighting Com-
pany until his retirement in 1982. He 
served his country in WWII in the US 
Army and Air Force. He was preceded 
in death by wife Marzell Garland, 
his parents, and nine brothers and 
sisters. He is survived by son Doug 
Garland and wife Judy of Elgin, 
Oklahoma; daughter Kim Waldrum 
and husband Garry of Irving; grand-
children Allison Ritter and husband 
Matt; Brent Waldrum; Blake Wal-
drum and wife Ali; Meredith Liming 
and husband Troy; Matt Garland and 
wife Erin; five great-grandchildren; 
Taylor, Kylie and Madeline Garland; 
Maddox and Mason Ritter; sisters 
Frances Bush of Whitewright, Texas 
and Ina Langford of Van Alstyne, 
Texas and brother Doug Garland of 
Sherman, Texas. The family received 
friends on Wednesday, December 
28, 2011 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. at 
the funeral home. Funeral services 
were held at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, De-
cember 29, 2011 at Brown’s Memo-
rial Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. 
Gerald Smith officiating. Interment 
will follow at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens. Memorials may be made 
to MacArthur Boulevard Baptist 
Church 8001 Mustang Drive, Irving, 
TX 75063. Arrangements made by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Adolph H. “Buddy” Giesecke
Adolph H. “Buddy” Giesecke, 

age 79, a resident of Irving for 51 
years, died Saturday, December 24, 
2011 at home. He was born April 19, 
1932 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma to 
parents, Adolph Hartung and Goldia 
Linn Giesecke. On June 11, 1954, 

h e  m a r r i e d 
V e r o n i c a 
“Roni” Morel 
in Galveston, 
Texas. Buddy 
was a graduate 
of the Texas 
Military Insti-
tute, University 

of Texas at Austin and the University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galves-
ton. He was honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Army Medical Corps 
in 1960 at the rank of Captain. He 
was a Professor Emeritus at UTSW 
Medical Center in Dallas, where his 
career spanned nearly 52 years, and 
a member of the Episcopal Church of 
the Redeemer in Irving. Preceded in 
death by his parents and aunts and 

uncles, Reva and John Forbis, and 
Margaret and Carl Gustav Giesecke, 
survivors include his wife Roni of Ir-
ving; children, Carl Giesecke and wife 
Debra of Flower Mound, Suzanne 
Zarling and husband Kevin of Aus-
tin, Martin Giesecke and wife Susan 
of Dallas, Hans Giesecke and wife 
Kelly of Richardson; grandchildren, 
Christian, Gabby and Aidan Giesecke 
and Keenan Zarling and Kristofer 
and wife Megan Zarling; cousins, Sue 
Dittman of New Braunfels, Patricia 
Bryant of Austin, John Forbis of 
Old Lime, Connecticut. A Memorial 
service will be held 10:00 a.m., Sat-
urday, December 31 at the Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the Episcopal Church of 
the Redeemer, 2700 Warren Circle, 
Irving, TX 75062, to The Wood 
Library-Museum of Anesthesiol-
ogy, 520 North Northwest Highway, 
Park Ridge, IL 60068, or to the A.H. 
“Buddy” Giesecke, Jr., M.D. Fund in 
Anesthesiology, UT Southwestern 
Medical Center, P.O. Box 910888, 
Dallas, TX 75391-0888. Arrange-
ments by Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral 
Home.

Joyce Marie Henderson
Joyce Marie Henderson, age 61 

of Irving, TX, passed away on Friday, 
December 9, 2011. She was born on 
January 24, 1950 in Dallas, Texas to 
Arlin and Loraine Henderson. Joyce 
was married to Melvin Henderson 
for twenty years, he preceded her 
in death on September 3, 2006. She 
worked in the floral department for 
MJ Designs for over 20 years. Joyce’s 
passions in life were, poker, bingo, 
knitting and her precious grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
Survivors include, daughter, Resha 
Goldman; sons, Robert Goldman, 
Tommy Goldman and wife Patricia; 
brothers, Johnny Henderson and 
wife Belinda, Jim Henderson and 
wife Dee; 12 grandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren and numerous, nieces, 
nephews and friends. Visitation were 
held on Tuesday, December 13th at 
the Funeral Home. Funeral Services 
were Wednesday, December 14th at 
the Chism-Smith Funeral Home with 
interment at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens.

Chris Hulsey
Chris Hulsey, age 46, of Grape-

vine passed away on Tuesday, De-
cember 27, 2011. He was born on 
March 19, 1965 to Van and Mary 
Hulsey in Dallas, Texas. Chris mar-
ried Karen on March 21, 2009 in Ir-
ving. He enjoyed home renovations, 
garage sales, cooking, perfecting the 
art of parenthood. Chris was an avid 
poker player, fisherman and story 
teller. He was a practical joker and 
had the greatest sense of humor. 
Chris’s family meant the world to him 
and he will be greatly missed. Survi-
vors include his best friend and wife, 
Karen Hulsey; treasured children, 
Trevor Hulsey, Jeremy Montgom-
ery, Preston Mathis, Caitlin Mathis, 
Hanna Mathis and Brianna Stall-
ings; parents, Van and Mary Hulsey; 
sisters, Vanessa Yates and husband 
Bart, Sheryl Jones and husband L.J., 
Jan Rose and husband David, Kathy 
McWilliams and husband Robert; 
brother, Larry Hulsey and wife 
Alene; cherished grandson, Weston 
Montgomery; mother-in-law, Lucille 
Ohlhausen; and numerous  aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. Funeral Services were Thurs-
day, December 29th at First Baptist 
Church of Irving. Arrangements by 
Chism-Smith Funeral Home.

Charles Kenneth Kenyon
Charles Kenneth Kenyon de-

parted this life in the morning hours 
of  Tuesday, 
December 20, 
2011 in Irving, 
T e x a s  f r o m 
complications 
of Alzheimer’s. 
He died the way 
he lived, with 
class and dig-

nity. Mr. Kenyon was born March 
22, 1931 in Carthage, Missouri, the 
first son of Caroll Eugene Kenyon and 
Maxine Holland Kenyon. He grew 
up throughout the South and South-
west in a show business family that 
traveled with vaudeville companies 
until WWII when his family settled 
in Killeen, Texas. He graduated from 
Bishop Byrne High School in Port 
Arthur, Texas and received his degree 
from TCU. In February, 1957, after 
serving two years in the United States 
Marine Corps, Kenneth married 
Jannelle Hull in Fort Worth. He was 
employed with the U.S. government 
for more than 35 years, retiring from 
his last assignment with the Corps of 
Engineers in Dallas. After retirement, 
Mr. Kenyon worked several years at 
the King Khalid International Airport 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Kenneth and 
Jannelle raised three great children 
while transferring around the U.S., 
and with tours in South Korea and 
the Republic of Panama. Life was 
even more fun after retirement with 
lots of traveling and family affairs. 
Kenneth enjoyed many things but 
especially football, computers, old 
movies, bridge, flea markets, garage 
sales and most importantly, his 
wonderful twin granddaughters, 
Kara and Keeley. Of all his accom-
plishments, he believed his greatest 
achievement was his family. Mr. 
Kenyon was preceded in death by 
his parents, and one brother, Rob-
ert D. Kenyon of Irving. Survivors 
include his wife, Jan of Irving; sons, 
Charles K. Kenyon, Jr. of Chengdu, 
China and Robert H. Kenyon of Fort 
Worth; daughter, Christy Zartler and 
husband Mark of Dallas; wonder-
ful twin granddaughters, Kara and 
Keeley Zartler of Dallas; sisters, Jean-
nine Douglass of Dallas and Kathryn 
K. Jentz of San Antonio; as well as 
many nieces, nephews and cousins. 
A memorial service was held 12 noon, 
Friday, December 30 at Donnelly’s 
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel. The 
committal service was 2:00 p.m., 
Friday at Dallas-Fort Worth National 
Cemetery. Arrangements made by 
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home.

Kathryn ‘Kathy’ Fowler Owens
Kathryn ‘Kathy’ Fowler Owens, 

age 73, of Euless, Texas, passed 
away on December 20, 2011. She 

was born in Big 
Spring, Texas 
on November 
10, 1938. She 
is preceded in 
death by her 
father  W.D. 
Fowler, mother 
Lenora Fowler, 

and brother Bill Fowler. Kathy lived 
in the Irving community from 1963 
to 1989 and then moved to the Mid-
Cities. She worked for Hurst Public 
Library. She was a long-time member 
and current board member of First 
Church of Christ, Scientist in Irving, 
Texas. Kathy enjoyed painting and 
gardening. She was an independent 
and kind woman who adored her 
grandchildren. She is survived by 
her loving family; daughter, Sheila 
Sarvis Salgado and her husband 
Richard, daughter, Shannon Sarvis, 
and daughter, Shay Sarvis; sister, 
Cynthia Jeffries; grandchildren Sky-
lar and Saxon Salgado; numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 
Memorial service was held on Tues-
day, December 27th at Chism-Smith 
Funeral Home.

RoseAnn (Vrla) Parma
RoseAnn (Vrla) Parma passed 

away peacefully in Dallas, TX on 
December 26, 2011. She was born in 

Dallas at the old 
St. Paul Hospi-
tal on Novem-
ber 30, 1929, 
the daughter of 
Helen Matous 
Vrla and Joe E. 
Vrla. RoseAnn 
lived in Irving 

many years, caring for her husband, 
Eugene, and their six children. She 
was preceded in death by her lov-
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ing husband, parents, and sister, 
Helen Jo Vrla. She is survived by 
her daughters Marilyn Fulbright 
and husband Ed of Dallas, Patricia 
Jenkins and husband Bill of Dallas, 
Leanne Cannon and husband Terry 
of Dallas; sons Daryl Parma and wife 
Teresa of Uniontown, Ohio, Scott 
Parma and wife Lisa of Keller, and 
Anthony Parma of Glenn Heights; 
seven grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren who affectionately 
called her Babi. RoseAnn grew up on 
pastureland at the corner of Knox Av-
enue and Keating which is now Knox 
and Central Expressway. She gradu-
ated from N. Dallas High School in 
1948 where she was an accomplished 
gymnast and competed with the So-
kol Gymnastics Team nationally. She 
attended North Texas Agricultural 
College (UTA) and received an As-
sociate degree in Business. She met 
her husband, Eugene Clayton Parma, 
from Ennis, at an A&M College of 
Texas mixer and later was married 
on July 17, 1950 at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in Dallas. RoseAnn began 
her career in 1951 in Longview, TX. 
and retired from Allstate Insurance 
in Irving. RoseAnn was a devoted 
Girl Scout Leader at Immaculate 
Conception in Grand Prairie and St. 
Luke’s in Irving where she served as 
Sacristan, officer for the Altar Society 
and Extraordinary Minister. She 
was elected Diocesan Woman of the 
Year in 2007. Her hobbies included 
camping, baking her family Czech 
recipes, sewing party dresses for her 
daughters and dancing the Beseda 
with her family and friends in special 
events throughout the US and over-
seas. She and her husband celebrated 
their Czech heritage as members of 
S.P.J.S.T. Lodge 130 & 84, the Catho-
lic Czech Club, and the Dallas Beseda 
Dancers. RoseAnn was under the lov-
ing care of the Sisters of Bethlemite 
at St. Joseph’s Residence in Dallas 
before Hospice. The family received 
guests at 6 PM prior to a Holy Rosary 
Service held in her honor at 7 PM, 
on Thursday, December 29, 2011 at 
the funeral home, 707 N. MacArthur 
Blvd., (so. Of Hwy 183), Irving, TX. 
A Requiem Mass was held at 10 AM 
on Friday, December 30, at St. Luke’s 
Catholic Church, 202 S. MacArthur, 
Irving, 75060; with burial to fol-
low at Dallas/Fort Worth National 
Cemetery. The family requests that 
memorials be made to St. Joseph’s 
Residence, 330 W. Pembroke, Dallas, 

Texas 75208. Arrangements made by 
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

Robin Adair Pennington
Robin Adair Pennington, age 

88, loving Mother and Grandmother, 
departed this life on Christmas Day, 
Dec. 25, 2011. Robin was born on 
Feb. 9, 1923 in Hydro, Oklahoma 
to Leah and Joe Adair. She grew up 
in El Paso and attended Ysleta High 
School. Robin excelled in track and 
field at Ysleta and graduated with 
honors and a scholarship to the 
University of Texas. She was married 
to William F. Pennington, the love 
of her life, for 54 years. It was her 
wish to be cremated and her ashes 
joined with her husband’s. A family 
service was held at the home of her 
daughter, Lisa Zotz, on Dec. 27th. 
Robin was preceded in death by her 
husband; sisters, Jenny, Dell, Rene 
and Polly; brothers, Vaughn and Doc. 
Left behind to cherish her memory 
are her son, Boots Pennington and 
his wife, Leigh, of San Antonio; son, 
Barry Pennington of Ft. Worth; son, 
Rick Pennington and his wife, Marla, 
of San Antonio; daughter, Claudia 
Sharp and husband, Jim, of Keller; 
daughter, Lisa Zotz and husband, 
Frank, of Irving; grandchildren, 
Chris, Leah, Brent, Brandon, Ryan 
and Jonathan; and great-grand 
children, Hunter, Madison, Lana, 
Deacon, Dane, Zorion, Zorana and 
Sofia. Arrangements made by Chism-
Smith Funeral Home.

Debra Jo Price
Debra Jo Price, age 56, of Ir-

ving, Texas, passed away on Friday, 
December 9, 2011. She was born on 
March 3, 1955 to Dr. Richard and 
Bess Stewart, they both preceded her 
in death. Survivors include, daugh-
ter, Roxanna May; son, David Price; 
sisters, Sue Stewart-Widmier and 
Randa Audas; brother, Richard 
Stewart; grandchildren, Rumer 
Casey and Christian May. In lieu of 
flowers the family has requested do-
nations be made in Debra’s memory 
to Kittico Cat Rescue. A Graveside 
Service was Monday, December 12th 
at Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. Ar-
rangements by Chism-Smith Funeral 
Home.
OBITuARIES: To have an obituary notice 
printed in the Irving Rambler, please contact 
Tammy Pompa at 972-870-1992 or obituar-
ies@irvingrambler.com or mail to The Irving 
Rambler, P.O. Box 177731, Irving, Texas 
75017; Re: Obituaries. Fees may apply.
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Living Word Global Church
1917 Rindie St., Irving, 75060

972-259-2181
Sunday10:30am Wed7:00 pm

Oak Haven
United Methodist Church

1600 N. Irving Heights 75061
972.438.1431 

www.oakhavenumc.org
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m

Woodhaven Presbyterian Church
3650 North O’Connor Road

Irving, Texas 75062
www.woodhavenpres.org

Rev. Diane Baldwin 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
972.541.0747

Preschool & Parents Day Out
Tues. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST

UNITED METHODIST

BIBLE CHURCH

Belt Line Road 
Church of Christ
1202 N. Belt Line Rd.

Irving, TX 75061
1st Century Christianity in the 21st Century

Sunday Bible Classes 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday Worship 7:30 p.m.
972.790.8606 www.BeltLineChurch.com 

CHURCH OF CHRIST

First United Methodist 
Church 

211 W. Third, 75060
972-253-3531    www.fumcirving.org

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

in the Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

PRESBYTERIAN USA

WORSHIP

Unity Church of Irving
210 Virginia St. 

(just south of Pioneer off O’Connor)
Irving, Texas 75061

972-253-5083
Sunday Services: Adult class 9:30-10:30
    11:00 Service: “Parable of the Sower,” 

Rev. Frank Pounders
Sunday morning 9:30 class: Ernest 
Holmes, “This Thing Called You.”

Need space for a function, Mon./Sat., 
call our office. 

All are welcome!

UNITY CHURCH
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Jesus’ mother Mary, exhausted 
by childbirth and the trip to Beth-
lehem, lies asleep in the hay. Next 
to her, Joseph tenderly holds the 
newborn son he hadn’t counted on 
when he got engaged.

It’s not a conventional illustra-
tion of the Nativity. That image, in a 
greeting card reproduction of art by 
Roger Loveless, would have startled 
Christians in earlier times. But that 
portrayal and other more recent 
ones, showing Mary and Jesus minus 
halos, the wise men in simple attire, 
and angels and the Star of Bethlehem 
absent from the scene, demonstrate 
how the story of a savior’s birth has 
been captured in differing ways by 
artists across time, say art historians 
at Baylor University. 

In today’s techno-times, some 
people even Photoshop themselves 
into the Nativity for Christmas cards.

The message of hope and salva-
tion is consistent, but “paintings of 
the Nativity, as well as most Christian 
art forms, tend to reflect the cultural 

backdrop of the artists and the antici-
pated receptivity of the community,” 
said Swee Hong Lim, Ph.D., a Baylor 
University assistant professor of 
church music, who has researched 
Christian iconography and is co-
moderator of the Worship Commit-
tee of the 10th General Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches.

“Art history offers glimpses to 
the socio-cultural world of the time 
when the work of art is created. Such 
paintings are also influenced by the 
theological outlook of that time. 
Context is important,” said Lim, who 
teaches in Baylor’s College of Arts & 
Sciences.

In the first 300 years of Christi-
anity, the inscriptions and paintings 

on walls of catacombs focused pri-
marily on the Easter story, Lim said.

“Nativity scenes only caught on 
after Christianity was adopted by the 
Romans and the pagan festival of the 
birth of the Sun, after the winter sol-
stice, was replaced with the Christian 
festival of Christmas — birth of the 
Son,” Lim said. 

Art of the Nativity carried a 
spiritual message, but it often had 
social and political implications as 
well, according to Baylor University 
authors in an article about Christmas 
and the Epiphany in art, published in 
the current issue of Christian Reflec-
tion: A Series in Faith and Ethics. 

For example, while shepherds 
and wise men are vital to the Christ-

mas story, shepherds — often viewed 
in Bible times as despicable and 
potentially violent — played a minor 
role in art for centuries, wrote Heidi 
Hornik, Ph.D., a Baylor professor of 
Italian Renaissance and Baroque art 
history, and Mikeal Parsons, Ph.D., 
the Kidd L. and Buna Hitchcock 
Macon Chair in Religion at Baylor. 
Both teach in the College of Arts & 
Sciences.

When shepherds did appear in 
art, it was often to contrast or comple-
ment the Magi’s role, they wrote.

Traditional focus is on Jesus and 
Mary, with Joseph off to one side. 
That makes Loveless’ illustration of 
interest. But it is not the first time Jo-
seph has been featured prominently. 
Italian Renaissance artist Domenico 
Ghirlandaio placed Joseph — por-
trayed as an old man with gray hair 
— in the exact center of the painting, 
Hornik and Parsons wrote.

While a huge Star of Bethlehem 
lights up the sky in many Nativity 
works of art, some modern artists, 

among them David Lindsley and 
Jon McNaughton, have illuminated 
simple, intimate scenes with candles 
or lanterns held by Joseph or one of 
the visitors to the infant Jesus.

One Christian couple in Wash-
ington shared their Christmas card 
online, emulating a scenario by artist 
Lindsley. They draped blankets on 
their heads and Photoshopped them-
selves and their baby into the places 
of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, adding 
their two cats sporting angel wings.

While some might be puzzled 
or put off by digitally becoming part 
of the Nativity scene, the idea is not 
unlike wearing a cross on a chain, 
Lim said.

“These are symbolic acts of dif-
ferentiating themselves from others 
or associating themselves with an 
action that gives them deep personal 
meaning,” he said. “It asserts the 
strong personal value they place on 
their faith.”

Source: Baylor University College of Arts 

& Sciences 

musicians who have been faithful in 
bringing the children to rehearsals, 
and in attending the performances. 

“That’s a challenge because in 
our neighborhood, Townsell is sur-
rounded by apartment complexes. 
There’s a tendency for families to 
move several times in the school year. 

“People actually move into these 
apartments so they can come to our 
school. And I think that’s primarily 
because of our administrators here, 
Linda Willett, Debra Koke and Pam 
Hyde. 

“They’re very supportive and 
they love to see the children succeed.”

Successful musicians need a 
background in technique and train-
ing, and Vick may modify the music 
curriculum for the different groups. 
Townsell Bell Chimers, for example, 
follow musical notation that includes 
both notes on a staff and symbols. 

“We play so fast on the bells, that 
they do have colors to guide them,” 
Vick said. “They need a little more 
help because we play chords and their 

eyes are not yet trained to pick up 
which note is theirs.” Children who 
participate with Rockin’ Recorders 
and in singing groups need to be able 
to read the music, however, a skill 
they’re taught in Vick’s music classes.

The Rotary Club didn’t even 
get to hear one of her school’s most 
entertaining musical groups – the 
Dynamic Drummers. 

“They’re very popular,” Vick 
continued. “The only thing is, I don’t 
have a way of getting the drumming 
tables to performances.”

Groups from Townsell Elemen-
tary have entertained under pressure 
at some prestigious venues. Their 
members have been part of a concert 
series each year with the Irving Cho-
rale. And then there was a singular 
honor in the summer of 2009.

 “The Townsell music groups 
were invited to entertain at a district 
gathering of administrators and 
principals from all Irving schools to 
introduce the new superintendent, 
Dr. Dana Bedden, which was quite 
an honor,” said Vick. “They were the 
only elementary school to be invited 
to perform. We felt so privileged to 
be able to do that.”

Holiday music
Continued from Page 1

Images carry social, political messages as well as spiritual ones
“Art history offers glimpses to the socio-cultural world of 
the time when the work of art is created. Such paintings 
are also influenced by the theological outlook of that 
time. Context is important.” 

  — Swee Hong Lim, Ph.D, Baylor’s College of Arts & Sciences

A three-judge panel of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Federal District 
Court recently set Jan. 17 – 26 as 
the trial dates to formally review the 
Congressional, State House and State 
Senate plans enacted by the Texas 
Republican leadership this summer. 

The DC Court will review the 
plans under Section 5 of the US Vot-
ing Rights Act, which prevents states 
from adopting redistricting plans 
that reduce the ability of minorities 
to elect their candidates of choice. 
Earlier this fall, the DC Court denied 
a motion filed by Texas Republicans 

to gain approval of their plan without 
a trial. The DC Court said the state 
has used an, “improper standard or 
methodology to determine which 
districts afford minority voters the 
ability to elect their preferred candi-
dates of choice.”

The Section 5 trial in DC will be-
gin just a week after the US Supreme 
Court hears arguments concerning 
the interim redistricting plans or-
dered by a San Antonio Federal Court 
late last month. The San Antonio 
Court ordered the interim maps be-
cause the State enacted plans had not 

yet received Section 5 preclearance. 
With the preclearance trial date now 
set, the violations in the State’s plan 
can be specifically identified. 

Under the current congressional 
map, minority voters are allowed 
to elect their candidate of choice in 
11 of 32 districts. Under the State’s 
adopted plan, even though minori-
ties make up nearly 90 percent of the 
state’s population growth over the 
past decade, minority voters could 
elect their candidate of choice in only 
10 of 36 districts. 

Source: Lone Star Project 

District court sets Texas redistricting trial date

Sing along
Students at Pierce 

Early Childhood 
School sing holiday 

songs in celebration 
of the Irving 

Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce 

official adoption of 
the school.

Photo by John Starkey
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109 S. MAIN STREET, IN DOWNTOWN IRVING

GLORY HOUSE
catering  receptions  bistro

Watch the game!

Featuring a mixture 
of breakfast and lunch items. 

Drinks & dessert additional.
$9.95 
per person

WiFi
FREE

$6.95 Hot Buffet
$5.95 Soup/Salad Bar

$7.95 Both

Visit us for lunch 
in the Bistro 

Mon-Fri 11AM - 2PM
Menu changes daily 972-259-1123 

www.gloryhousecatering.com

10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.

Catch every minute of your Sunday afternoon 
NFL Game on a 60-inch screen!

Reserve your table now! Reservations recommended 
for large parties. Walk-ins welcome!

Sunday Brunch 

$1 off with lunch/brunch 
and drink purchase.

One per person, not good with any other offer.
Expires: 1/31/12

❏ Back, Neck, Knee, and Shoulder Pain
❏ Auto Injuries/Sports Injuries
❏ Headaches
❏ Rehabilitation and Massage �erapy 

In PAIN?  We can Help!In PAIN?  We can Help!

Magnolia Chiropractic, P.A.
139 S. Main St.

Irving, TX 75060

972-554-1511
www.magnoliachiro.com

Call Today!

Dr. Nikisha T. McDaniel

Bring in this ad for a Complimentary Evaluation

1

1

4

2

2 5

3

Angels &Moore
SEWING ● ALTERATIONS

GIFT SHOP

410 N. O’Connor Road
Irving, TX 75061

(972) 579-0535

One 
coupon 
per visit.

Buy one pant hem 
get 
one 1/2OFF

3
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LOVINGLY WORN 
DESIGNER FASHIONS 

LOOK LIKE A MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR PENNIES 

         CONSIGNMENTS 
           ACCEPTED DAILY

142 S. MAIN ST., IRVING

(972) 259-1249
4

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOSE?

 Are you embarrassed to eat in public? 

Have mini-implants placed in the morning and eat lunch 
with more security in the afternoon. 

 Call today to find out more about improving the quality 
of your life with mini-implants.

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

◆ Same-day porcelain 
crowns & veneers 
◆ Deep bleaching for 
whitest teeth
◆ Low-dose digital X-rays 
◆ Snap-on dentures
◆ Implants
◆ Patient comforts: 
Oral sedation, Nitrous 
oxide, Headphones, TV 
above your dental chair

Most insurance accepted, 
MC, DISC, AE, Care Credit

WE OFFER

6550 Sierra Drive
Irving, TX 75039

Located near Royal and 
MacArthur, Hwys 114 and 161.

972-594-0022
www.gentledentistrylc.com

Mention this ad 
for $100 off 

the cost 
of treatment

(Not for procedures covered by 
insurance)

Need your Dental Work Today?
Have a crown made while you wait.

No more temporary crowns and fewer

appointments means less time off from work.

Has it been years since you went to the dentist? 

Is it because you had a bad experience? 
If so, we have some good news. 

A few small pills can help you relax and have a 
completely comfortable experience.

Call today to find out more about dentistry 
with oral sedation.

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

Dr. Janet Glenn

Dr. Natasha CrespoDr. Sandra Sieber

Happy New Year from the Irving Rambler!

5

As many as 500 million trees 
scattered across the Lone Star State 
have died this year as a result of the 
unrelenting drought, according to 
preliminary estimates from Texas 
Forest Service.

The numbers were derived by 
Texas Forest Service foresters, who 
canvassed local forestry profession-
als, gathering information from them 
on the drought and its effect on trees 
in their respective communities.

Each forestry expert estimated 
the percentage of trees in their region 
that have died as a result of the 2011 
drought. That percentage was applied 
to the estimated number of trees in 
the region, a figure determined by the 
agency’s Forest Inventory & Analysis 
(FIA) program.

Using this approach, an esti-
mated 100 million to 500 million 
trees with a diameter of 5 inches or 
larger were estimated to have suc-
cumbed to the drought. That range 
is equivalent to 2 to 10 percent of the 
state’s 4.9 billion trees.

“In 2011, Texas experienced 
an exceptional drought, prolonged 
high winds and record-setting tem-

peratures. Together, those conditions 
took a severe toll on trees across the 
state,” said Burl Carraway, Sustain-
able Forestry department head. 
“Large numbers of trees in both 
urban communities and rural for-
ests have died or are struggling to 
survive. The impacts are numerous 
and widespread.”

The preliminary estimates indi-
cate three multi-county areas appear 
to be the hardest hit. The area includ-
ing Sutton, Crockett, western Kimble 
and eastern Pecos counties saw exten-
sive mortality among Ashe junipers.

The area including Harris, 
Montgomery, Grimes, Madison and 
Leon counties saw extensive mortal-
ity among loblolly pines. Western 
Bastrop and eastern Caldwell coun-
ties, as well as surrounding areas, saw 
extensive mortality among cedars 
and post oaks.

Additionally, localized pockets 
of heavy mortality were reported for 
many other areas.

Texas Forest Service foresters 
plan to use aerial imagery to con-
duct a more in-depth analysis in the 
spring, which is when trees that may 

have gone into early dormancy — an 
act of self-preservation — could begin 
to make a comeback.

A more scientific, long-term 
study will be completed as the agency 
collects data through its FIA pro-
gram. Considered a census for trees, 
the federally-funded program allows 
the agency to keep a close watch on 
trees — and how they’re growing and 
changing — across the state.

As part of the program, foresters 
are tasked with surveying certain, 
designated plots of land each year. 
Because the state is so big, it takes a 
decade to complete a full inventory 
cycle.

“Quantifying the impacts of a 
statewide drought on tree survival is 
no small task,” Carraway said, noting 
that Texas was home to 63 million 
acres of forestland, much of which is 
in remote areas.

“During this time of year, it’s dif-
ficult to tell in some cases if a tree is 
truly dead. And keep in mind that the 
drought is ongoing. We fully expect 
mortality percentages to increase if 
the drought continues.”

Source: Texas Forest Service

Provided by Ginny Grimsley
If you’re just beginning to think about your 2011 

income tax return, you’ve got a late start – but it’s still 
not too late to cash in on some savings.

“A lot of the deductions associated with the economic 
stimulus package will disappear in 2012, so if you want 
to take advantage of them, you’ve got only until Dec. 31,” 
said Jessica James, CPA. 

But, she says, there’s still plenty of time for some 
other measures to ease your share of the tax burden. 
Now is also a good time to resolve to start earlier in 2012 
to minimize that year’s tax bill. Here are a some tips for 
both 2011 and 2012 savings.

• Contribute to retirement accounts. If you haven’t 
already put money into your traditional or ROTH IRA ac-
count for 2011, you’ve got until April 17 to do it. If you have 
a Keogh or SEP (Simplified Employee Pension Individual 
Retirement Arrangement for businesses), and you get a 
filing extension to Oct. 15, you’ve got until then to make 
your 2011 deposits. The maximum IRA contribution for 
2011 is $5,000, or $6,000 if you’re 50 or older by the end 
of the year. For self-employed people, the maximum for 
SEPs and Keoghs for 2011 is $49,000.

• Don’t fear the home office deduction. In the past, 
many tax filers didn’t claim a home office deduction be-
cause it was seen as an IRS red flag. But the requirements 
and forms have been clarified so people can do that prop-
erly – and not make mistakes that can lead to an audit. 
Also, the rules have been expanded so more people can 
claim the deduction. If you use a home office exclusively 

for business, even if you don’t meet your clients there, 
you’re eligible. For instance, a handyman who does his 
work other people’s houses can claim the deduction if he 
does his paperwork at his home office. Another change is 
that, in the past, if you claimed 10 percent of your home 
as an office, that amount would not be included in the 
$250,000 tax-free profit from the home’s sale that’s al-
lowed for an individual by the IRS. Be sure to make your 
claim reasonable, or it will get questioned; a $25,000 
home office deduction for a business with $50,000 annual 
gross revenue is not reasonable.

• Maximize your Flexible Spending Account. The 
Health Care Act will limit the maximum you can put into 
these pre-tax medical expense accounts in 2013. So 2012 
is the last year to use an FSA to pay for orthodontics and 
other large medical expenses using pre-tax earnings. A 
medical expense flexible spending account, or FSA, allows 
you to use before-tax earnings to pay for medical or health 
care expenses not covered by your health insurance. As-
suming a 25 percent tax rate, you avoid $25 in taxes for 
every $100 you spend from your FSA.

• Need to sell an investment? Next year may be the 
time. The Tax Relief Act maintains the tax rate cap on 
capital gains and dividends at 15 percent through 2012. In 
2013, the cap for capital gains will increase to 20 percent 
and for dividends, 39.6 percent. The Health Care Act also 
created a 3.8 percent Medicare tax on investment income, 
effective in 2013.

Jessica James is author of Justice for None, an insider look at IRS 

tactics in a tax fraud investigation and trial. 

Millions of trees killed by 2011 drought, experts say

There’s still time for tax relief


