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By Jess Paniszczyn
Ever feel overwhelmed by the

screeching, booming, relentless
noise folks call ‘music’ these days?
For the 21st consecutive year, the
Lone Star State Dulcimer Society

presented a harmonious alterna-
tive, the annual Winter Festival of
Acoustic Music. Hosted in the First
United Methodist Church, the fes-
tival offered a variety of music fea-
turing hammer and mountain dul-

cimers, pickin’ sticks, penny
whistles, fiddles, banjos and the
occasional electric guitar.

“We have 12 workshops per
hour in all kinds of traditional
music and traditional instru-

ments,” Linda Lowe Thompson,
co-coordinator for the festival,
said. “There is a wide variety of
things going on. We encourage
people to play any style of music
they want, but we only deal with
the acoustic instruments.

“The excitement of the festi-
val is different for different people.
We have ukulele teachers and play-
ers. That is sort of new, we didn’t
use to have ukulele workshops.
There are a lot of people interested

in ukulele, who evidently had one
in their closet and brought it with
them.

“There is a lot of autoharp this
year. Once again, it is something
a lot of people have hidden away
and they bring it out to play.

“Some people like this music,
because it reminds them of the val-
ues they think were yesterday’s
values. Henry Ford urged people
to return to the family values. He

Musical traditions continue at Musical traditions continue at Musical traditions continue at Musical traditions continue at Musical traditions continue at Winter FWinter FWinter FWinter FWinter Festivalestivalestivalestivalestival

Provided by Adam Leish
“Code Red, Rover, grown up

come over.” This phrase will soon
be echoing through communities
across the nation, as the national
nonprofit Home Safety Council
launches the 2008 tour of its
award-winning traveling home
safety exhibit – The Great Safety
Adventure.

In its tenth consecutive year
on the road, The Great Safety Ad-
venture aims to educate children
and their families about home
safety and help prevent home-re-
lated injuries that result in nearly
20,000 deaths and 21 million
medical visits each year. Created
by the Home Safety Council and
sponsored by Lowe’s, The Great
Safety Adventure unfolds from a
semi-tractor trailer truck to form a
1,000 square foot animated home. 

With the Home Safety
Council’s mascot, Rover, the Home
Safety Hound, and trained home
safety tour guides called Safety

Rangers, kids are taken through
each room of the animated home,
taught to identify common home
dangers and instructed to call a
grown up over with the phrase –
“Code Red, Rover, grown up come
over” – when they spot a danger
during the tour. The phrase empha-
sizes the importance of children
alerting a grown up in their home
to fix the home dangers they find

and not trying to fix the dangers
themselves.

Often referred to as a “Field
Trip on Wheels,” the Great Safety
Adventure tours the nation visit-
ing elementary schools and Lowe’s
stores and bringing home safety
education directly into communi-
ties. 
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More than 125 red-clad spe-
cial guests and women’s health ad-
vocates celebrated National Wear
Red Day at the Marriott DFW Air-
port North on Feb. 8. The luncheon
– themed Red All About It - marked
National Wear Red Day, a nation-
wide movement of the American
Heart Association to celebrate the
energy, passion and power of
women to band together and wipe
out heart disease, the number one
killer of women and men in the
U.S.

Sponsored by the Irving Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau
(CVB), this is the third year the
CVB and city officials have mark-
ed National Wear Red Day by host-
ing a client event.

IrIrIrIrIrving CVB hosts thirdving CVB hosts thirdving CVB hosts thirdving CVB hosts thirdving CVB hosts third
annual annual annual annual annual Go RedGo RedGo RedGo RedGo Red luncheon luncheon luncheon luncheon luncheon

“The majority of our clients
are female,” Maura Allen Gast,
Irving CVB executive director,
said. “And since the topic reso-
nates so well with them, our lunch
has become a big draw for local
meeting planners.” 

In addition to a heart-healthy
lunch, award-winning speaker and
author Peggy Collins was on hand
to provide creative, humorous
ideas to reduce stress and have
more fun every day.

Go Red for Women is a nation-
wide movement to empower
women to and save their hearts.
For details about the Go Red move-
ment, visit www.goredforwomen
.org.   

Making a joyful noise, Jerry and Margaret Wright make beautiful music together playing the pickin’
stick and mountain dulcimer.

See TRADITIONAL, Page 8

See ACCIDENT, Page 3

Joining Sherry Thomas with the Marriott DFW Airport North (4th

from lft) and ICVB national sales manager Jennifer Gordon (2nd

from rt) are (l-r) Kendra Gadood, Courtney Carroll, Robin Perry,
Emily Whitzel and Merilee Cate.

Mrs. Ingrim’s fourth grade class learn about safety through The
Great Safety Adventure exhibit.



February 14, 2008 www.irvingrambler.comPage 2 The Irving Rambler

The Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving RamblerThe Irving Rambler (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493 (214) 675-6493
irving@irvingrambler.com

Member of The  Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce -- The Irving Rambler is Copyrighted 2008

Stacey Starkey -Director
John Starkey - Publisher

The entire contents of this newspaper are the sole property of The Irv-
ing Rambler, Inc., with all rights reserved. Reproduction or use, without per-
mission, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is prohibited.

If you have an upcoming event, game scores, a press release, or inter-
esting story, please let us know.  The Irving Rambler encourages submission
of articles, facts, and photographs pertaining to the people, life, business, and
entertainment of Irving, Texas.

The Irving Rambler is published weekly by Irving Rambler, Inc., P.O.
Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

The Publication of columnists’ views, as well as advertising, does not
constitute endorsement. The Irving Rambler reserves the right to reject or
edit any advertising.  The Irving Rambler, its publisher, and editor are not
responsible for errors in advertising.

The Irving Rambler Volume 5 Issue 7 is published weekly for $25
dollars a year by The Irving Rambler, Inc.  627 S. Rogers, Irving, TX 75060.
Periodicals postage pending at Washington, DC, and additional mailing of-
fices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Irving Rambler, P.O.
Box 177731, Irving, TX 75017.

You can subscribe to The Irving Rambler for $25 per year. The Irving
Rambler is also distributed throughout Irving in businesses and public areas.

Deadline for the submission of articles and advertising is noon Monday,
prior to the publication date.  All submitted articles are subject to editing.  Opin-
ions expressed in submitted advertisements, articles, editorial, or commentary
are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of The Irving Rambler, the
publisher, editor, or any staff member. All articles, press releases, photographs
and other materials submitted become the property of The
Irving Rambler.

INTERNET  www.irvingrambler.com
E-mail  irving@irvingrambler.com

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years
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Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

By Jess Paniszczyn
Music and smiles filled the

room as The Salvation Army in
Irving hosted a catered dinner by
Uncle Julio’s for homeless and dis-
placed people. During the
evening’s festivities, Community
Bible Fellowship provided music
and a message of hope to the din-
ers.

“We wanted to reach out to the
homeless and show them we are a
church,” Captain Rebecca Trayler,
corps officer for the Salvation
Army in Irving, said. “We want
them to know we care about them
and want to take care of them in a
manner that is not typical. We
wanted to cater this event just to
host them.”

Many of Irving’s homeless
and displaced people appear to be
normal, everyday residents.

“There are homeless in Irving,
and not just the typical homeless.
There are people living from couch
to couch, and room to room. They
may have someplace to stay to-
night, but they are just floating
from home to home on a daily ba-
sis,” Captain Trayler said.

“Appearance wise it is pretty
apparent when someone is living
on the street. Whereas someone
who is floating from place to place
typically they are able to bathe and
since they are sheltered, they don’t
often look homeless. There are
many homeless in Irving that a lot
of people don’t know about.

“The event tonight is impor-

tant to show we care, and to show
them they have not been forgotten.
They are not unnoticed. We do
notice and we do want to help.

“We are just a Christian
church trying to reach out and
share the love of Jesus with others
in a practical way,” she said.

Cooks and staff members of
Uncle Julio’s volunteered their
time to be a part of the dinner.

“We thought this dinner was
a great opportunity to for us to give
back to the community. We have
been excited and have been look-
ing forward to this for a long time,”
Mary Abrams, director of market-
ing for Uncle Julio’s, said. “The
weather was good and we had a
great turn out.

“It is important for people to
do things for others. We are all the
same, and we all need help at some
point in our lives. We are all here
to work together.

“Food is a great occasion. Ev-
erybody comes together over food.
A meal together shared is very im-
portant. It is great for conversation,
it feeds the heart and the stomach,”
she said.

Eric Calloway, Community
Bible Fellowship’s outreach min-
ister, spoke about the two times in
his life when he found himself
homeless.

“Really you have to get to
know a person. Everyone who is
homeless is not deranged or a lu-
natic. I am just so thankful that I
am not homeless anymore. But it

was a long struggle not to be home-
less. I look back on that time, and
I just thank God that now is dif-
ferent,” Mr. Calloway said.

“It is important for most
homeless people not to give up
hope. There are people who want
to help them. So many homeless
people think no one cares or wants
to help them. They don’t trust other
people.

“When I was out there, I
didn’t trust people. I had to come
to a personal decision that I wanted
something different out of my life.
I had to look within myself to see
who I was, because I was out of
control.

“If the community will reach
out, and the homeless will let go
of their fear and accept the help, I
think there will be some unity
where we can get some people back
involved in the community,” he
said.

A minor scrape with the law
and short stay in jail gave Mr.
Calloway time to decide what type
of life he wanted to life.

“My change came from Jesus
and the Bible. It took me two
months of consuming myself with
the Word of God for a change to
happen. When I got out, not only
did I know I was changed, but
people around me who knew me
knew I was changed. My conver-
sation was different. My manner-
isms were different. I really had a
desire to do better and be respon-
sible in life,” he said.

“I think that was the heart of

my problems, I didn’t want to be
responsible. I though I would keep
partying and doing what I wanted
to do and everything would be all
right. It got to the point where I
had to confront myself with who I
really was.”

The causes of homelessness
are many and the answers are not
easy.

“A lot of people become home-
less because they are hurt. I have
met doctors, lawyers and school
teachers living out there in the
streets. Something happened in
their lives that caused a dramatic
change in the way they approached
life. People are so seriously trau-
matized. You can be living pay
check to pay check and get fired
or have something happen where
you don’t have that income any
longer. Now you might be in a for-
eign place with no support and find
yourself homeless,” Mr. Calloway
said.

“Or you could find yourself
addicted to drugs. The drug over-
takes you and consumes you. Un-
til all you want to do is live for the
drug. I have known doctors who
had successful practices who lived
on the streets, because they allowed
drugs and alcohol to over take
them.

“Some people give up. Maybe
their wife left them or their kids
don’t want to talk to them. Maybe
they feel like their friends think
they are bad people. So they let
someone else judge them and tell
them who they were. After a while

they gave in to what made them
feel comfortable, which is drugs
and alcohol.
“A lot of these people come from
families who care about them.
Somebody cares about you as a
person when you come into this
world. We go astray. We compro-
mise. We hang out with people
who are not good for us for the sake
of thrill seeking or wanting to be a
part of something.

“There is such a huge range
of reasons people fall into
homelessness. There are so many
factors involved. But the main
thing is that people give up, then
they don’t have a support system
to help them get out.

“People I knew looked at me
and thought I no longer had a place
in society. If I was not going to
work, take care of my kids and be
responsible for my life, then I was
nothing. People placed bets that I
would just overdose, die or disap-
pear one day. But something inside
of me said I was better than that. I
have to make the best of my life
here. And I can’t allow anyone to
influence how I feel about me. We
loose focus on who we are, and we
become lost in the system.

“A lot of people say, ‘I prayed
and nothing happened.’ When you
get to a place where all you have
is prayer, then I guess you will
make some changes in your life
too.

“I am walking every day to
find out what it is God wants me
to do,” he said.

Community parCommunity parCommunity parCommunity parCommunity partners bring tners bring tners bring tners bring tners bring VVVVValentine joalentine joalentine joalentine joalentine joy to homelessy to homelessy to homelessy to homelessy to homeless

Volunteers come together to create an memorable evening of music, food and fellowship for homeless
and displaced individuals.
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Burglary Arrest: 02-
6-08 at12:30 p.m.
Tactical officers ob-
served two suspicious
men at the pawn shop

at Belt Line and Country Club. The
suspects were contacted during a

traffic stop and found to be in pos-
session of suspected stolen
property. The victim was notified
about the circumstances, which led
to the discovery of a burglary at the
victim’s apartment. The suspects

Structure fire was fireplace smoke mistaken for house fire.
Ambulances went into overload twice.

Ambulances went into overload twice.
Ambulances went into overload three times.

Irving Fire Department responded to 298 incidents.
The Fire incidents

81 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  6 Structure Fires
  0 Special Operations
  2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
27 Major Accidents
90 Major Medical
19 Heart Attacks
33 Difficulty Breathing
24 Trauma Related
16 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Feb. 5-13, 2008

02-09:

02-13:
02-11:

POLICE & FIRE
were arrested for burglary of a
habitation.   

Burglary Arrest: 02-10-08 at
11:55 a.m.  Officers responded to
a suspicious vehicle call at the Pub-
lic Storage at 1205 N Loop 12.
Upon the officers’ arrival a vehicle
sped from the location. After a 15
minute chase, the suspect stopped
and was arrested without incident.
In his possession, were items taken
from 2 burglaries he had just com-
mitted.

Apartment Fire: 02-12-08 at 3:16
a.m.  Officers were sent to the Rishi
Village Apartments in the 300
block of S. Story Rd., to assist IFD
on an apartment fire. Officers ar-
rived and learned that all of the
occupants had been evacuated. IFD
found evidence of a fire in the walls
and attic of several units, but it
took some time to find the source
of the fire. Four units received
damage and approximately 20
people were displaced.  The man-
ager did not have other vacant
units for the displaced residents,
so the Red Cross was notified.
There were no injuries.

Robbery: 02-12-08 at 9:46 p.m. 
The suspect ordered an item in the
drive-thru at McDonald’s, 4098 N.
Belt Line Rd., before he drove to

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

10am-6pm
10am-6pm
10am-6pm
10am-8pm
10am-6pm
10am-6pm
Noon-5pm

1800 N Story Rd Irving TX
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We Have Moved  to

10% OFF
Any Purchase
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Hwy 183

Grauwyler Rd

Antique Mall

the cashier window and demanded
the money from the cash
drawer. When the employee failed
to fulfill the demand, the suspect
implied that he had a weapon in
the center console of his
vehicle. The suspect, described as
a male, 20-25 YOA, 5’07”-5’09”
with a thin build, fled in a green
Toyota Camry without obtaining
any money or property. 

Structure Fire: 02-13-08 at
12:09 a.m. An apartment fire in
the Kensington Apartments re-
sulted in the displacement of four
families. Although there was sig-
nificant structural damage to four
apartment units, there were no

injuries. The complex manage-
ment responded to assist with
placement and the Red Cross was
notified. The fire is believed to
have been accidentally ignited by
an unattended cigarette.        

Aggravated Assault: 02-13-08 at
2:49 a.m.  Complainant and his ex-
girlfriend became involved in an
argument in the 1800 block of
Estrada. When she became irate,
got a knife from the kitchen and
attempted to stab him with it. He
was able to escape out of the front
door and went to a nearby conve-
nience store to summon the
police. The suspect was gone upon
the arrival of officers.

Provided by Kaye Ward
At 9:09 a.m. on Monday, Sue

Richardson filed her 126-signature
petition to run for Place 5 on the
Irving City Council. She named
Oscar Ward her Campaign Man-
ager, and Tom Spink, Treasurer. 

Sixty-six years old, with char-
acter above reproach, Sue has been
married to her husband, Bobby, for
49 years. Their one son, Don, a
real estate agent in Bella Vista, Ar-
kansas and his wife, Nicole have
one daughter, Renee Suanne, with
a son on his way in June. Sue ada-
mantly states ”Taking care of my
country on my watch for my chil-
dren and grandchildren is the most
important thing in my life after
God and family.” Her determina-
tion and coalition-building leader-
ship has been recognized by oth-
ers. She has been elected to the
following offices: past president
and current Vice President of the
Greater Irving Republican Club,
past president of the Irving Repub-
lican Women, member of Dallas
County Council of Republican
Women, past Director for the Texas
Federation of Republican Women,
founding member and chairman of
the city’s Youth Council, and mem-
ber of the Bond Task Force. She

has served as VP of the Board of
the UP Federal Credit Union for
the past 17 years, strongly advo-
cated for women with breast can-
cer, testifying before 2 U.S. Sen-
ate committees, holding positions
as spokeswoman for Susan G.
Komen Foundation, the American
Cancer Society, Reach to Recov-
ery, Crossroads Interfaith Housing,
and the battered women’s shelter.
She also testifies regularly before
State House and Senate commit-
tees in support of Linda Harper-
Brown’s bills and issues of inter-
est. 

A member of First United
Methodist Church, she has taught
Sunday School and VBS, and been
active in all aspects of church life.
She also spent 8 years in BSF, an
international Bible study, includ-
ing time as a Discussion Leader.

Most of her high school years
were spent at St. Nicolas, an En-
glish boarding school. Graduating
in 1959, she attended Draughon’s
Business College, working as a le-
gal secretary for Strasburger &
Price lawfirm by age 20, ultimately
retiring administrator of the Dal-
las Law Department, Union Pacific
Railroad, after 20-years of service.
She is certified in “Developing

Capable People,” drug and alcohol
abuse counseling and intervention,
and developed “Relationships God
Will Bless” Bible Study.

Sue has drawn a large base of
support for her public stand and
leadership on many city issues,
from censoring the Citizen’s Fo-
rum to the mishandling of Texas
Stadium. Her recent concerns:
treatment of the Board of Flood
District #3, faulty contracts, Sta-
dium development, Lake Chapman
drainage, consultants, $350,000
for an already failed idea for water
in Oklahoma. Her leadership
against the mayor and council’s
sanctuary city policies concerning
illegal aliens ultimately led to the
implementation of ICE’s Criminal
Alien Program and the removal of
2300 criminal illegal aliens.

“Neighborhoods Count!”
Sue’s campaign signature and her
contract with Irving for change -
the right change: Listening and re-
specting the people and their con-
cerns, action and common sense
solutions and policies, thoughtful
and visionary potential for Irving
development, strong, but constitu-
tional, code enforcement, and
transparency.

Sue Richardson to rSue Richardson to rSue Richardson to rSue Richardson to rSue Richardson to run for city council Place 5un for city council Place 5un for city council Place 5un for city council Place 5un for city council Place 5
CANDIDATES POLITICAL OPINIONS

“Prevention begins with edu-
cation and our nation’s schools and
local communities provide the per-
fect launching ground to deliver
critical home safety messages,”
Meri-K Appy, president of the
Home Safety Council, said. “When
it’s presented in a fun and engag-
ing way, children enjoy learning
about safety and can be great mes-
sengers in bringing valuable safety
lessons home to their parents. With
the Great Safety Adventure, we en-
courage children to share the life-
saving practices they learn with
their parents to get the whole fam-
ily committed to making the
simple changes that can help keep
them safer at home.”

According to Home Safety
Council research, unintentional
injury is the leading cause of death
for children ages 1-15 in the
United States, with more than
2,000 children suffering a fatal
home injury each year and an ad-
ditional 3.4 million children
treated in hospital emergency de-
partments annually for nonfatal
home injuries[i]. In response to
these staggering statistics, the
Great Safety Adventure concen-
trates on teaching safety practices
to help prevent the five leading
causes of home injury for children:
(1) falls; (2) poisoning; (3) fires
and burns; (4) choking and suffo-
cation and (5) drowning. 

“Our research findings clearly
demonstrate the need for home
safety education, not just for chil-
dren, but for parents as well,” Dr.
Angela Mickalide, director of edu-
cation and outreach for the Home
Safety Council, said. “In fact, a
recent Home Safety Council sur-
vey found that 60% of parents
know there are actions they could
take to help keep their family safer
at home, but more than half said
they either don’t know what ac-
tions to take or don’t have enough

Once a person officially
files as a candidate with the
City of Irving to run for the
mayor’s position or for a city
council position, The Irving
Rambler allows those candi-
dates to make a 500 word state-
ment at no cost for publication
in an issue of The Rambler.

The purpose of this state-
ment is to allow readers insight
into the concerns, character
and promises of the candi-
dates. This is as direct commu-
nication to the readers by the
candidates as is possible. As
such, no assertions by the can-
didates are challenged, and no
facts are checked by the paper
at the time of the statement’s
printing. The information pre-
sented is designed to help read-
ers who are voting members of
the Irving community to reach
their own conclusions about a
candidate.

However, personal attacks
either on other candidates or
individuals in the community
and the use of vulgar language
will be removed by the paper
prior to printing.

time to make home safety
improvements[ii]. Once parents
and children have the opportunity
to tour the Great Safety Adventure,
they’ll understand how to make
home safety modifications, realiz-
ing that fixing home dangers can
be quick, easy and is absolutely
vital to the safety of their loved
ones.”

The Home Safety Council also
delivers The Great Safety
Adventure’s safety advice virtually
through www.homesafetycouncil
.org and www.CodeRedRover.org.
By visiting the Web sites, families
can navigate through interactive
home safety tools in English and
Spanish including games, activi-
ties, home safety checklists and

tips for parents and kids. Led by
Rover, the Home Safety Hound, the
award-winning sites provide home
safety lessons that teachers can
share in the classroom and chil-
dren can access at home.

The Great Safety Adventure
visited students at Irving’s Hanes
Elementary, Brown Elementary,
Lee Elementary, Davis Elementary

and Farine Elementary earlier this
week. Open to the public, The
Great Safety Adventure will be
available at Lowe’s of Irving, 3500
Wes Airport Freeway on Feb. 23
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

[i] State of Home Safety in America ™
report, Home Safety Council (2004).

[ii] Safe Haven: a national survey of
parents’ home safety perceptions and actions,
Home Safety Council (2006).

Continued from page 1
Accident prevention begins with education
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Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5
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and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

#STEP UP THE STREETS    PG13
12:55    3:10    5:15    7:40    9:55

#DEFINITELY MAYBE    PG13
12:40     3:45    7:00    9:45

#JUMPER    PG13
12:30    2:45    5:10    7:30    10:00

*SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES
PG

12:45    1:15    3:45    4:15    6:45

*FOOLS GOLD    PG13
1:35    4:45    7:25    10:00

WELCOME HOME ROSCOE
JENKINS    PG13

1:50    4:30    7:05    9:40

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

RAMBO    R
12:35    3:00    5:15    7:45    10:05

THERE WILL BE BLOOD    R
1:10    4:35    8:05

UNTRACEABLE    R
1:15    3:55    7:15    9:50

BUCKET LIST    PG13
1:25    4:25    7:10    9:35

27 DRESSES    PG13
12:50    3:20    7:05    9:25

JUNO    PG13
12:45    3:40    6:45    9:40

Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) and
hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any
staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Fool’s Gold
Rated: PG-13

Diving into the new film from
director Andy Tennant (Hitch) I
found that what lay below was
much more than the romantic com-
edy I was expecting. Fool’s Gold
is as much and actually more an
action filled adventure with a little
romance sprinkled in.

A film that could have just as
easily been titled Sahara II it is
filled with hidden treasure and ex-
ploration on the deep clear blue.
Sure it doesn’t have that
Bruckheimer touch that makes
films like Pirates and National
Treasure colossal blockbusters. But
when it comes to wit, likeable char-
acters, and exciting adventure,
don’t be fooled into thinking Fool’s
Gold is anything short of a grand
ride. Still the fact that it is more
adventure than romance doesn’t
take it off the Valentine radar. This
is the perfect date movie for the
cupid holiday season. I just ask the
wives to realize that we can’t all
look like McConaughey at his age.

Matthew McConaughey (Ben
‘Finn’ Finnegan) and Kate Hudson
(Tess Finnegan) pair up as a couple
on the verge of divorce, her idea
not his, who are thrown together
for one last shot at a treasure that
has eluded them for years. The
problem is that Ben is broke and
Tess is tired of putting up with his
surfer boy mentality and presumed
lack of responsibility. Ben has to
persuade multi millionaire Nigel
Honeycutt (Donald Sutherland) to
fund the exploration while staying
a step ahead of the last person he
borrowed money from. In this case,
a gangster rapper called
BiggBunny (Kevin Hart). Yet he
still doesn’t understand why Tess
would want a divorce. Throw in a
few other hunters who want the
treasure and you have quite the fast
paced adventure.

In the vain of Hepburn and
Tracy or Doris Day and Rock
Hudson; Kate and Matthew are the
perfect onscreen couple. They just
look as if they belong together. The
camera loves them and for good
reason. Even when they argue on
screen it seems as if they have been
doing it as husband and wife for
years. This comfortableness allows
the viewer to relax and enjoy the

story. The entire cast works well
in this film. No one is there for
filler and each brings a little some-
thing to the script. The only issue
I had was that there were so many
characters. At times you have to
regroup and figure out who is who.
It is not largely distracting but I
did notice it. Alexis Dziena almost
steals the film as HoneyCutt’s
daughter Gemma. A dingy social-
ite who grew up on shopping and
leisure. And from the looks of her,
very little food. But she is hilari-
ous and adds an off the wall side
character that is unique and re-
freshing.

Fool’s Gold is rated PG-13 for
action violence, some sexual ma-
terial, brief nudity and language.
The nudity is less than brief and
most will probably miss it. But it
is there. The violence is rougher
than National Treasure and you
have quite a bit of gun play and
fist fights. But as with most action

comedies no one can hit anything
no matter how many times they
fire.

The main content problem I
had was the language. Though
void of the one allowed F bomb
there are several expletives pep-
pered through the entire script.
Still, a pretty tame and enjoyable
film for anyone 14 and over. I must
say I truly enjoyed this film. Again,
don’t let the idea of another roman-
tic comedy fool you. Dive in and
enjoy the ride. I give it 4 out of 5
spins around the bay.    

Matthew and Kate
are movie gold

Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

Initial Exam Cleaning
& Necessary X-Rays

New Patients Only Without Dental
Insurance

New Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient SpecialNew Patient Special

$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00$49.00
Byron L. Mitchell, DDS
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

972-717-1100

Hi Irving!
    I hope you
had a happy and
memorable Val-
entines Day.
As you probably
know by now,

President Bush signed the Stimu-
lus Package on Wednesday. Please
be aware of the scammers that
wasted no time to try to take ad-
vantage of the New Federal Eco-
nomic Stimulus Package. Attorney
General Greg Abbott has put out a
consumer alert.

If anyone has received unso-
licited e-mails or telephone calls
from purported IRS Agents, please
file a complaint by calling 1-800-

829-1040 or www.irs.gov as soon
as possible. Let’s hope people un-
derstand that the IRS does not e-
mail or call taxpayers unexpectedly
to demand personal information
for ‘’direct deposits ‘’. The Attor-
ney General labels this as ‘’out-
right identity theft fraud’’. They
will try to get your Social Security
and bank account numbers. They
tell you that they will direct deposit
your ‘’rebate check’’ into your Ac-
count. Let your friends, hopefully
they will be exposed soon, before
they people fall for this awful
scam.

On another note, you may
want to wait to vote on Election
Day, March 4th, but what if some-

thing comes up. If you have made
your decisions you may go to Early
Vote starting next Tuesday Feb. 19
through the 29. If you are regis-
tered in Dallas County you may
vote at any of the 24 locations, in
Irving the two locations are Irving
City Hall and Barbara Bush El-
ementary School. Hope to see you
at the POLLS.
Praying To Make A Difference
Attend Church Sunday
GOD BLESS YOU
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EARLY VOTING:
FEBRUARY 19 through FEBRUARY 29, 2008

At Irving City Hall and Barbara Bush Middle School
http://www.dalcoelections.org/march42008/EVLocations.htm

for polling times

ELECTION DAY: MARCH 4, 2008
ELECTION DAY – Call 214-637-7937

or WEBSITE: www.dalcoelections.org
to locate your precinct polling place

POL. ADV. PAID BY LINDA HARPER BROWN CAMPAIGN J RALPH ELLIS TREASURER 125 E JOHN CARPENTER STE 250
IRVING TX 972-432-9919 CONTRIBUTIONS $500 AND OVER INCLUDE EMPLOYER AND POSITION, THE CAMPAIGN DOES

NOT SOLICIT OR ACCEPT FOREIGN NATIONAL AND CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS

LINDA
HARPER
 BROWN

RE-ELECT
A PROVEN LEADER

LINDA HARPER BROWN
TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT 105, IRVING, TEXAS

LINDA
HARPER
 BROWN

February 16 -- 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Family Fishing Day -- Texas
Parks and Wildlife will stock the
pond at Northwest Park with rain-
bow trout, and families are invited
to bring fishing poles to try their
luck from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Staff
will be available with concessions
and bait for sale. Participants 18
years and older must have a valid
Texas fishing license. Northwest
Park is located at 2800 Cheyenne
St. For more information, call 972-
721-2529.

February 16 -- 2 p.m.
Make a Pop-Up Card -- North-
west Branch Library, 2928 N. Belt
Line Road. Children in grades 1
and up are invited to make a col-
orful pop-up book and brave the
cold with a warm cup of cocoa. For
more information, call 972-721-
2691.

February 16 -- 8 p.m.
Broadway and 55th -- Carpenter
Performance Hall, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd, Irving. Presented
by Las Colinas Symphony Orches-
tra - Broadway comes to Irving in
a concert featuring hits from
today’s hottest shows! Including
Avenue Q, The Drowsy Chaper-
one, Monty Python’s Spamalot and
more! $25-55, 972-252-ARTS for
t i c k e t s .
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com

February 16 -- 9:00 a.m.
Youth in Crisis -- DCET/Believe
in Yourself, Inc. is bringing Span-
ish author and bestseller, Carlos
Cuauhtémoc Sánchez, and song

writer, guitarist and singer, Tony
Melendez at 9:00 a.m. The loca-
tion is Irving Bible Church; 2435
Kinwest Parkway, Irving. Advance
tickets are $25 (adults and children
ages 10 and up) and $30 at the
door. For more information call
972-669-5031 (English), or 972-
669-5036 (Spanish). This educa-
tional and cultural celebration in-
cludes a health fair, and both
Mariachis and Folklorico provid-
ing entertainment during intermis-
sion.

February 19 -- 7:00 p.m
 Cowboy Storytelling -- The Irv-
ing Black Arts Council and the
City of Irving present The Forgot-
ten Soldier: The Story at 7:00 p.m.
a free family-oriented event and is
open to public at Dupree Theater
in the Irving Arts Center located
at 3333 North McArthur Blvd, in
Irving. The cowboy storytelling
will be presented by Ms. Mollie
Stevenson, Jr., co-founder of The
American Cowboy Museum in
Houston, TX. In 2001, Ms.
Stevenson and her mother Mollie
Stevenson, Sr. were the first liv-
ing African Americans inducted
into the National Cowgirl Museum
and Hall of Fame in Ft. Worth. She
brings a historical lecture of her
experiences growing up on her
family owned Taylor-Stevenson
Ranch in Houston and memoirs of
Black men and women involved in
the western heritage past and
present. 

The evening will also feature
the annual unveiling of the Black
History Month stamp by the U.S.

Postmaster. The 2008 stamp will
feature essayist, author and novel-
ist Charles Waddell Chesnutt, the
winner of the 1928 NAACP’s
Spingarn Award for “Highest
achievement by a black American”

February 19 -- 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
Free Well-Child and Immuniza-
tion Clinic -- Baylor Medical Cen-
ter at Irving is sponsoring a well
child and immunization clinic
along with the Dallas County De-
partment of Health and Human
Services and Northgate United
Methodist Church, from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at Northgate United
Methodist Church, 3700 W.
Northgate Dr. in Irving. Well-child
exams for children ages birth to
four years-old and immunizations
for children ages birth to 18 years-
old, will be provided from 8:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Immunizations
only, will be given from 1 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. Immunization records
must be provided for each
child. The free services of this
clinic are available to residents of
Irving only. For more information
call 972-579-4095.

February 19 -- 7-9 p.m.
Foster/Adoption Information
Session -- First United Methodist
Church, located @ 211 W. Third,
in the Fellowship Hall will be hav-
ing a FOSTER/ADOPTION Infor-
mation Session Meeting. This in-
formation is being brought to you
by Arrow Child & Family Minis-
tries. Come join us to learn about
the need for loving, Christian fos-
ter & adoptive families for children
in the metroplex & state. Discus-
sions will also be on ways that you
can be involved in making a dif-
ference in the life of a child. For
more information about Arrow
Child & Family Ministries—check
out their web site @
www.arrow.org

February 20 -- 7 p.m.
An Evening with the Symphony
7 p.m. Carpenter Performance
Hall, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd,
Irving. Presented by Lone Star
Youth Orchestra - Join us for an
evening out on the town! Brahms,
Mahler and Beethoven performed
by the Lone Star Youth Orchestra.
$5-10, 972-252-ARTS for tickets.
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com

February 20 -- Noon
Lenten Lunch Series -- Noon
come to First United Methodist
Church located @ 211 W. Third
for our LENTEN LUNCH SE-
RIES. On We will be bringing back
Rev. Phil Mercer as our guest
speaker. Also we will be having
special music by Walter Smith (or-
ganist) & Zane Cawthon (soloist).
Come join us during the lunch
hour to hear this special service
during Lent and then from 12:30-
1p we will be having a light lunch
provided by one of our Adult Sun-
day School Classes.

February 20 -- 9 to 11 a.m
Housing application workshop -
- A mandatory application work-
shop will be held from 9 to 11 a.m.
at the Valley View Municipal Com-
plex, 333 Valley View Lane, for
organizations interested in apply-
ing for Department of Housing and
Urban Development Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds, HOME Investment
Partnership funds, American
Dream Down Payment Initiative
(ADDI) and Emergency Shelter
Grant (ESG) funds. For informa-
tion about the programs or to ob-
tain an application, e-mail
iortiz@cityofirving.org by Feb. 15.
All grant applications are due to
the Housing and Human Services
Department by 5 p.m. March 14.
Call 972-721-4800 for more infor-
mation.

February 20 -- 11:30 a.m. – 1:00
p.m.
Women’s Alliance Luncheon --
Speaker:  Valerie Pelan, Executive
Coach Effective Ways to Commu-
nication with Difficult People at La
Cima Club, 5215 N. O’Connor,
#260, RSVP by noon:  Monday, 2/
18 Kari Heinzen,
kheinzen@irvingchamber.com or
214-217-8484 Members: $15 ad-
vance / $25 at door Non-members:
$20 advance / $30 at door

February 21 -- 6:00 p.m.
Meet Candidates -- Greater Dal-
las Asian American Chamber of
Commerce and Dallas-Fort Worth
Asian American Citizens Council
Invite Asian Americans to Meet
Candidates for the Dallas County
Sheriff Election. All Sheriff Can-
didates; Lowell Cannaday, Lupe
Valdez, Charlie Richmond, Peter
Schulte, Catherine Smit, Sam
Allen, Jim Bowles, Roy H. Will-
iams, Jr. have been invited to this
event. 6:00 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 –
8:30 Forum and Q&A The Greater
Dallas Asian American Chamber
of Commerce, 11171 Harry Hines
Blvd Suite 115, Dallas, TX 75229.
972-241-8250 Free of Charge.
RSVP is required: Please call 972-
241-8250 or email
lisa@gdaacc.com.

Through March 11
Kristine Byars Exhibit -- North
Lake College is hosting a special
exhibit of Kristine Byars, “Ca-
nines, Cattle, Cats and a Crow.”
Her paintings of animals (and
other subjects) use oil pastels and
oil paint to create vivid images.
The exhibit in the college’s gallery
closes on March 11. The gallery is
located in Building A, level 2. The
college is located at 5001 N.
MacArthur Blvd., Irving. Call
972-273-3560 for more informa-
tion.
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Do you know a child with disabilities who you think
could benefit from an AmTryke® therapeutic tricycle?  For
years, the AmTryke has benefited and delighted children
with disabilities. It gives children the opportunity to expe-
rience the fun and independence of riding a bicycle with
their siblings and friends.

This unique tricycle is hand and/or foot powered. It
improves motor coordination, increases self-esteem and is
fun to ride! Physical and occupational therapists acknowl-
edge the AmTryke tricycle’s therapeutic benefits to patients,
citing improved motor skills and strength development. In
fact, the AmTryke was inspired by a therapist.

The AmTryke product catalogue  shows all the models
of the AmTryke® therapeutic tricycle and is available online
at www.ambucs.org. There is an AmTryke available for
children of all ages and a complete list of the accessories

completes the application, he or
she should print a copy for his or
her files.

If the student is being spon-
sored by a local chapter (details on
chapter sponsorship can be found
on the application), the student
should give the local chapter a
copy of the completed application,
along with the following docu-
ments:
Most Current IRS Form 1040
Narrative statement
Enrollment certification

For complete instructions on
the application process, view the
current AMBUCS Scholars-Schol-
arships for Therapist application
(available after January 15, 2008).

AMBUCS accepting applications for Scholars ProAMBUCS accepting applications for Scholars ProAMBUCS accepting applications for Scholars ProAMBUCS accepting applications for Scholars ProAMBUCS accepting applications for Scholars Programgramgramgramgram
For over 50 years, National

AMBUCS™, Inc. has been award-
ing scholarships to therapy stu-
dents in their junior/senior year in

a bachelor’s degree program, or a
graduate program leading to a
master’s or doctoral degree.

Awards range from $500 to
 $1,500 annually. There is one two-
year award in the amount of
$6,000. Approximately $150,000
is awarded annually. Award mon-
ies are deposited each semester to
the student’s credit account with
the financial aid office of the edu-
cational institution.

Students must be accepted in
an accredited program by the ap-
propriate health therapy profession
authority in physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy, speech lan-
guage pathology, and hearing au-
diology. Assistant programs are not
eligible.

Awards are based on financial
need, US citizenship, commitment
to local community, demonstrated
academic accomplishment, charac-
ter for compassion and integrity,
and career objectives.

National AMBUCS™, Inc.
will accept applications from Mid-
January until April 15 annually.
*Note: students will not be noti-
fied of their semi-finalist status by
mail, they must check the on-line
listing.
Final scholarships winners will be
announced in late June. Chapters
will be mailed the award certifi-
cates after awards are announced.

Paper applications are not ac-
cepted. The entire application is to
be filled out online. Once a student

The Irving AMBUCS have a
mission that is to have fun work-
ing shoulder to shoulder helping
people with disabilites to achieve
mobility. We live up to that motto
by hosting Golf and Poker Tour-
naments that are both fun and fun-
draisers.

Our Annual AmTryke Classic
is held in September or October
each year at the Great Southwest
Golf Club in Arlington.  Why
Southwest in Arlington? The mem-
bers and management of this great
golf facility donate their time, trea-
sures and talent in support of our
AmTryke Therapeutic Tricycle for
children and actively assisted us in

raising over $20,000 last year.
We are also assisted by Irving

civic and business leaders who
lend their support in the form of
hole and prize sponsors.  Two lo-
cal sportscasters, John Rhadigan of
Fox Sports Southwest and Brady
Tinker of DFW Sports Beat on the
Fox  Sports Southwest network
have lent their names and support
to this cause and participate in the
tournament.

This was the fifth year for the
AmTryke Classic and each year the
event grows and provides more
AmTrykes for Kids. Last year Irv-
ing AMBUCS provided over 154
AmTrykes to kids free of charge.

What is the What is the What is the What is the What is the AmTAmTAmTAmTAmTrrrrrykykykykykeeeee®®®®® therapeutic tricycle? therapeutic tricycle? therapeutic tricycle? therapeutic tricycle? therapeutic tricycle?
the child. The Irving AMBUCS Chapter main-
tains DemoSites at Childrens Medical Center
in Dallas, in the main building and in the Pa-
vilion Bldg, Scottish Rite Hospital and at Texas
Southwestern Medical Center, as well as many
other locations.

If you are unable to afford the cost of an
AmTryke,  the Irving  AMBUCS Chapter will
fund the AmTryke and furnish it to the child
free of charge. For information on how to do
this, contact Bob Silver at 214-616-9014 or
email  rsilver214@aol.com or Jack Spurlock
at jackspur98@aol.com. AMBUCS believes
every kid needs a bike! To make a donation go
to www.irvingambucs.org

AmTryke recipient riding his first bike at the AmTryke Classic.

AmTAmTAmTAmTAmTrrrrrykykykykyke Classic golf toure Classic golf toure Classic golf toure Classic golf toure Classic golf tournament tonament tonament tonament tonament to
be held in September or Octoberbe held in September or Octoberbe held in September or Octoberbe held in September or Octoberbe held in September or October

My wife introduced me to this
group of local businessmen in
2002. It was a small group num-
bering about 55 individuals of
which about 25 -30 attended
weekly meetings held at that time
in the Holiday Inn South on Hwy
183 and Esters Road. The Presi-
dent Ed Fulbright, swore me in, I
received a membership pin, paid
my dues and had a good lunch. The
guys present were a friendly, but
very outspoken bunch giving to
chiding each other at the slightest
opportunity, but all in good fun. In
short, they enjoyed each others
company and ribbed each other
unmercifully.

Then a few weeks later, after
some indoctrination, I witnessed
the real reason for this group’s ex-

istence. A child with developmen-
tal disabilities with his parents and
therapist attending, received an
AmTryke Therapeutic Tricycle.
The child had never ridden a tryke
or bike before. The expression of
anxiety on his face became one of
pure joy when he found himself
securely strapped on the tryke and
started to pedal himself around the
room. Applause filled the room and
there wasn’t a dry eye in the room
except for the child.

This is the reason, payoff and
payback for becoming an AMBUC.
Four years later I have the honor
of working side by side and shoul-
der to shoulder with my peers and
friends, fellow AMBUCS and the
citizens of Irving who support the
Irving AMBUCS in their mission
to help children and adults to
achieve mobility and opportunity.

The Irving Chapter has been, for
the last nine years, the number one
chapter out of 125 chapters in the
United States in the providing of
Amytrkes and in the financial sup-
port of the Living Endowment
Fund that provides the Scholar-
ships for Therapists.

Last year the Irving chapter
provided 154 AmTrykes to chil-
dren free of charge and reached a
plateau of giving $250,000 to the
Living Endowment Fund for schol-
arships. Nationally, since 1955, the
Scholars for Therapists has pro-
vided scholarship awards to 13,119
students totaling more than $7
million dollars thru the Living
Endowment Fund. The Scholar-
ships for Therapists program
serves double-duty. Not only does
it help deserving students to com-
plete their higher education, it

helps place trained therapists in
the field to help people with dis-
abilities. One scholarship helps to
provide therapy to hundreds of
people over the course of a thera-
pists career.

The Irving AMBUCS are for-
tunate to have among their mem-
bers, three former National Presi-
dents, one of whom is Cynthia
Young, a member of the Yellow
Rose Chapter; Judge Bob Whitney
and Charlie Young. Four National
Big Hat Club Presidents, Charlie
Young, an original charter mem-
ber,  Judge Bob Whitney, Doc
Beahm, and Cliff Bauerle, soon to
be a candidate for National Presi-
dent elect and last years AMBUC
of the Year, Jack Spurlock, who
serves on the National AmBility
Board which administers the na-

tional programs and former chair-
man of that board.

The Irving chapter sincerely
appreciates the support of the Irv-
ing business community, the City
of Irving, City Council, City De-
partments and the Mayor for their
support of our activities that en-
able us to assist those with disabili-
ties. I personally am most grateful
for the opportunity to be an
AMBUC and humbled by the work
that we do working shoulder to
shoulder, having fun doing good.

We now meet at the New
Panda Cafe on Hwy 183 behind
Burger King on the service road
between Story and Beltline roads
at 11:30 am on Thursdays. Come
out and see who we are and what
we do. We’ll even buy you lunch.
A Proud AMBUC

IrIrIrIrIrving ving ving ving ving AMBUCS haAMBUCS haAMBUCS haAMBUCS haAMBUCS have Fun doing Goodve Fun doing Goodve Fun doing Goodve Fun doing Goodve Fun doing Good

available to make the AmTryke accessible to
children with a variety of disabilities.

To get an AmTryke® therapeutic tricycle
for a child, the first step is to see if there is an
AmTryke DemoSite in your area. An AmTryke
DemoSite is a pediatric therapy facility (hospi-
tal, clinic, etc.) or school which receives
AmTryke vehicles and accessories through do-
nations by AMBUCS chapters. The DemoSite
agrees to use the equipment with their clients
during therapy and to also evaluate and rec-
ommend other children with disabilities for
their own AmTrykes. The DemoSite program
was created to provide places where people can
be evaluated for an AmTryke by licensed thera-
pists. This ensures the placement of equipment
is both appropriate and sized  correctly.

The program has enjoyed many successes
in recent years and has grown to include a large
network of facilities throughout the country.
These facilities have one or more of the mod-
els of trykes and the therapists can work with
you to find out what tryke would work best for
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In early 1990, Sue Haywood,
a physical therapist, spoke to the
Longview, TX, AMBUCS™ chap-
ter about an expensive, hand-
driven tricycle she used that en-
abled her patients — children with
disabilities — to experience the fun
of riding. Haywood, Gene Allen,
an engineer, and the AMBUCS™
members got together and the
AmTryke® therapeutic tricycle
was born.

“The AmTryke® evolved out
of a basic need,” Haywood said. “I
needed something that would work
and that I could readily obtain.”
During the time the Longview
chapter provided trykes, chapter
members built a mini-factory
where they cut, bent, welded,
painted and assembled all the parts
except for the pedals and seats. The
AmTryke® could readily fit a 3-
year-old or a 14-year-old. Each
AmTryke® was specially designed
and constructed for each individual
child.

“The AmTryke® is different
in that it was built for kids a vari-
ety of problems: Down syndrome,
cerebral palsy, spina bifida, autism
and a variety of conditions that
cause delays in motor development
in children,” Haywood said. “The
benefits to the weak or low-tone
child are that it builds up stamina,
endurance and overall strength
while having fun, versus stuffy old
exercises that are very difficult to
get kids to do.”

To make this wonderful tryke
available to more children with
special needs, the Longview chap-
ter introduced the AmTryke®
therapeutic tricycle at the 1990
AMBUCS™ National Conference
in New Orleans, LA. The
Longview chapter also created
AmTryke® Inc., a nonprofit orga-
nization, and provided these trykes
to other chapters. In turn, these
chapters used the revenue they
made to give away more trykes in

their community. In 1994, Na-
tional AMBUCS™, Inc. took over
the responsibility of AmTryke®
Inc. In late 1995, the next genera-
tion of AmTryke® therapeutic tri-
cycles hit the market. Changes in-
cluded switching to red frames and
a new design to differentiate the
product. The first foot cup design
was also added.

“The foot cups allow a child
with poor lower-extremity control
to ride without constantly attempt-
ing to keep their foot on the pedal,”
Haywood said. “For those with
little or no function in the lower
extremities, it allows them to get
some range of motion and exercise
while using the upper extremities
to propel the tryke.” In late 1997,
the Large AmTryke® therapeutic
tricycle was introduced. Essen-
tially, it was an expandedsize ver-
sion of the Regular model. The
product was received well, as there
were lots of calls for trykes for
larger kids.

“The Large AmTryke® al-
lowed older kids to benefit, plus
allowed our previous riders to grow
up into a larger model and con-
tinue the fun and therapy,”
Haywood said. “Kids with disabili-
ties come in all sizes and, prior to
the new model, some of the kids
were just too large for it.” Eventu-
ally, the All-Terrain model was in-
troduced. Based on a manu-
facturer’s sample, it allows higher-
functioning kids to participate in
aggressive outdoor play.

“The All-Terrain is my per-
sonal favorite. It is so functional
at the school playground and for
families who do not have nice, flat
driveways for the kids to ride on,”
Haywood said. “It is also a good
progression up once a child has
mastered the Regular AmTryke®.
The full steering and larger wheels
allow more freedom and increase
the amount of work the child has
to do to propel it forward.”

The year 2001 saw the begin-
ning of the AmTryke® Accessory
Line to help adapt a tryke to an in-
dividual child’s needs. From a start
of three accessories, the line has
grown 10 times this to help fur-
ther adapt the AmTryke® thera-
peutic tricycle.

“The accessories allow more
kids with different problems to ride
the AmTryke® independently,”
Haywood said. “A good example
is the stationary foot adapters. For
a child with lower-leg paralysis or
hip dislocations, the stress of the
pedals going round and round
might cause more physical dam-
age. With the stationary adapters,
the child can ride with the legs re-
maining stationary and get the
benefit to the arms and trunk.”

In 2001, the inverted step-in
frame was introduced in the Large
model. This was a big winner. De-
sign improvements included four-
way seating options, a lower cen-
ter of gravity and expanded size.
The Toddler AmTryke® therapeu-
tic tricycle was perfected in 2003
and the first large-scale production
run initiated. This fills a much-
needed niche in sizing, allowing
early intervention in children ages
0 to 3 years old.

“The Toddler is needed for our
very small kids up to 3-and-a-half
years of age. This is the popula-
tion that I personally work with,
and the need is tremendous,”
Haywood said. “Children are con-
sidered delayed if they are not
walking independently by the age
of 15 months. Many of the chil-
dren I work with may not walk
until they are 3 years old. If the
Toddler Tryke raises that to 24
months or 30 months, hey, it is
worth all the gold in ... wherever
they keep it.”

The Regular AmTryke®
therapeutic tricycle switches to the
inverted step-in frame. Sizing is
now integrated for all models, and

children easily move from one size
AmTryke® therapeutic tricycle to
the next as they grow.

“The inverted frame allows
easy accessibility on and off the
AmTryke®. With the old versions,
especially the Large model, it was
very difficult to get kids on the
AmTryke® without two adults,”
Haywood said. “And in some home
settings, that is not possible on a
regular basis, and the child might
not be able to ride as often.”

The AmTryke® therapeutic
tricycle has been provided for chil-
dren in all 50 states and in 11 coun-
tries. Since National AMBUCS™
began running the project, more

than 5,000 trykes have been pro-
vided for children with disabilities.
AMBUCS™ looks to the future
with great anticipation and looks
forward to the next step in provid-
ing freedom to children with dis-
abilities.

“We all need exercise in our
life, but if you are clumsy or weak,
a regular bicycle might not work,”
Haywood said. “If you can find a
therapeutic mobility toy or tryke
that the kid can use on a daily ba-
sis with his peers and siblings, you
have just increased the amount of
therapy that the child accomplishes
on a daily basis. And if that device
is fun, the more the merrier.”

The Evolution of  the AmTryke therapeutic Tricycle
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Soila’s Mexican Restaurant
2742 N. O’Connor @ Rochelle, Ste 104,

Irving

972-594-4539

Drink Specials
All Night

for more information call
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.soilas.soilas.soilas.soilas.soilas.com.com.com.com.com
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FRIDAYS
STARTING AT 9pm

Vero Voz

USO volunteer Gerald Clore brings troops in transit to Iraq to
AMBUCS for lunch from DFW with transportation by Toyota of
Irving on Thursdays.

February is National Visibility
Month for Ambucs and Feb. 16 is
National Visibility Day for all
chapters across the nation. Yellow
Rose will be taking collected items
for soldiers to the USO at DFW
Airport that day and taking a tour
of the USO. These are items the
soldiers can take with them to Iraq
or wherever they might be
stationed. Our club will have two
Amtrykes on display during Feb-

ruary, one will be at Louis’ Barber
Shop and the other will be at
Chapel of Roses Funeral Home.

Some of the community ser-
vice projects that Yellow Rose par-
ticipates are:  We collect beanie ba-
bies to give to local elementary
schools, to be used in their read-
ing program as incentives. We
have given away over 15,000 over
the last 10 years.

In the past we have visited
nursing homes, assisted living cen-
ters and played games with some
of the residents and brought re-
freshments.

A national project most of the
clubs participate is providing
scholarships for therapists. We
work with TWU in Denton.
Therapy students complete an ap-
plication in the spring for a
scholarship. A committee reviews
the applications to ensure that ev-
erything is complete, then these are
forwarded to our national office in
High Point, NC to the National
Scholarship Committee. Each year
individual clubs give money they
raised to national scholarship fund
and from these monies scholar-
ships are given. Yellow Rose
Ambucs was founded Dec. 29,
1989, and each year we sponsor at
least 6-8 students and the scholar-
ships range from $500-$3000.

In 2006 we lost one of our
members, Tommie Juneau, to Lou
Gehrig’s Disease. The club started
a local scholarship fund in
Tommie’s memory, so each year
beginning in 2007 we will give a
$500 scholarship to one of the stu-
dents.

Another national project is
Amtrykes. These are specially
adapted tricycles/bicycles for

handicapped children. Some of
these children were born with dis-
abilities or they have had an acci-
dent that hinders them from riding
a regular tricycle or bicycle, so the
Amtryke was created. In 1999,
Yellow Rose joined forces with the
Irving Ambucs (an all men club)
and formed the Irving Amtryke
Council of Irving. We pool mon-
ies raised for Amtrykes and con-
tinue to give Amtrykes to children
free of charge. We work with hos-
pitals and therapy clinics that pro-
vide therapy for children, even
some of the elementary schools
have therapy. The therapists com-
pletes an application for a child to
receive an Amtryke, then the
Amtryke is ordered and given to
the children usually at a local
meeting. However, if a child lives
out of the DFW Metroplex, we ship
the Amtryke to their home or their
therapist.

Some hospitals and clinics are
what we call demo sites for the
Amtryke where a child can go and
be tested on the Amtryke to see if
they will benefit. The Amtryke
helps with a child’s self esteem
where he can ride a tricycle or bi-
cycle and be like either their sib-
lings or neighborhood children
and at the same time they are get-
ting therapy while having fun. As

of this date, Yellow Rose Ambucs
has given away over 200 Amtrykes
since chartering the club in 1989.
Yellow Rose even gave an Amtryke
to the Egyptian twins that were
separated here in Dallas a few
years ago.

We have a major fundraiser
each year in October, our Dinner
Auction, usually held at Las
Colinas Country Club. It is a very
nice dinner with a silent auction
and live auction and raffles. In the
spring, we have a Luncheon Style
Show, the money raised from the
style show goes toward
scholarships. Since our Style Show
is coming up, we will provide more
information as soon as it is avail-
able.

We would invite any woman
to visit our club. We meet on
Wednesdays at New Panda Cafe
located at 2535 West Airport Free-
way; Irving, at 12 Noon-1:00 p.m.
Please come be our guest and join
a group of women that have fun
while helping others. For more
information you can contact our
President, Barbara Morgenstern at
972-418-8877 or visit our web site
at www.yellowroseambucs.org or
email us
yellowroseambucs@hotmail.com The
national organization’s web site is
www.ambucs.org

Yellow Rose Ambucs celebrate National Visiblity

Keep up the Great Work
for the Irving Community
Keep up the Great Work

for the Irving Community
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DESKIN’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
Electrical, plumbing,

drywall, painting,
sprinkler repairs,

landscaping, hedge
trimming

214 708 4975
972 255 3152

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

CARRIERS NEEDED
Call 214-675-9160

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

New medical office, Valley Ranch Urgent Care in Irving is now
hiring for the following positions for day, evening and weekend
shifts:

NOW HIRING

Radiology Technician
Medical Assistant
Physician Assistant
Registered Nurse

Billing Coordinator
Receptionist
Front Office Coordinator

Please send resume to r.f.zayed@hotmail.com or fax to Rae at
(214) 635-2149 with shift preference and salary requirement.

Competitive Benefits/EOE

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

was absolutely convinced old-time
music was a part of that. He even
funded orchestras that went around
the country and there was a ham-
mer dulcimer player in those.
There is nothing new in thinking
that taking up the old instruments
will somehow bring on old-time,
family values.

“People seem to be interested
in good, wholesome, healthy en-
tertainment. They like to bring
their families and they like to learn
something.

“People who pick these instru-
ments up want to bring something
creative into their lives. They want

to be able to do something just for
them and to make music,” she said.

Linda Morgan served as a vol-
unteer and appreciative audience
member during the festival.

“The event is primarily a dul-
cimer festival, mountain and ham-
mer. But we have other acoustic in-
struments. During the day, the fes-
tival is workshop oriented. We hire
headliners from other parts of the
country to play the main concerts
in the evening,” Ms. Morgan said.

“We want to keep passing on
the dulcimer type of music. There
are 60 workshops people can
choose from in a day. From young
kids to retirees, people come here
to learn. It is a fun and educational
experience.

“The music includes every-
thing from the old-timey, tradi-
tional stuff to some jazz composi-
tions. Everyone loves all of it, most
of the time. This type of music is
obtainable. You see the country
music stars and stars on television,
and they are so far away from most
people’s daily lives. You come here
and the music is hands-on. The
teachers are approachable. You
learn a few notes and pretty soon
you are playing music.

“When you talk to the artists
who come here to play, they say
this is one of the best run festivals
in the nation. We do our best to
make sure both the musicians and
the students have fun,” she said.

Continued from page 1
TTTTTraditional instrraditional instrraditional instrraditional instrraditional instruments offer musicians creativityuments offer musicians creativityuments offer musicians creativityuments offer musicians creativityuments offer musicians creativity

Church needs a man to
do yard work and light

maintenance. Excellent pay
and working conditions.
Call: Truman Warren at

972-579-7850.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
is a dynamic and growing
software development and
IT consulting organization.

We are looking for
candidates

with the right background
for the following software

development and consulting
position(s):

* Software Engineer
* Programmer

* Database Administrator
* Systems Analyst

Contact (principals only)
SREE INFOTECH LLC
1825 W. Walnut Hill Lane,

Suite 120,
Irving, TX 75038.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
3636 Spring Canyon Trail,
Round Rock, TX 78681.
www.sreeinfotech.com

Kunstadt receives High Spirited Citizen designation
The City of Irving recently

honored 32-year Irving resident
Gerry Kunstadt as a High Spirited
Citizen. Kunstadt has been an ac-
tive participant in a variety of or-
ganizations throughout our city.

An educator by trade,
Kunstadt taught math for 22 years
at Crockett Middle School and Irv-
ing High School. Very active with
the Parent Teacher Association in
Irving, she was the PTA President
at Lively Elementary for eight
years, served as a board member
with the Crockett PTA for six years
and Irving High PTA for seven
years, and was also a member of
the City Council PTA for six
years. For all of her efforts, it

should come as no surprise that she
was inducted as a Texas PTA Life
Member in 1991, their highest
honor. Since her retirement from
the classroom, Kunstadt has served
with the State of Texas Retired
Teacher Association and voluntar-
ily tutors children in math at vari-
ous schools in Irving.

In addition to being a trustee
and benefactor of the Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra, Kunstadt has
also been involved with the Sym-
phony League, serving as chair of
the Junior and Senior Symphony
Belles. A past chair for the Irving
Schools Foundation’s Breakfast
with the Stars, Kunstadt currently
serves as the Foundation’s vice

president of grants and scholar-
ships, a position she’s held for sev-
eral years.  

Kunstadt is also a member of
the Las Colinas Women’s Associa-
tion, the Irving Healthcare Foun-
dation Guild, the DFW Humane
Society, and serves as a board
member for Irving’s Junior Book
Club and Women of Rotary, an or-
ganization she once led as presi-
dent.

“Gerri is a thoughtful, in-
volved leader of leaders” Irving
City Councilman Joe Philipp, who
nominated her for the award, said.
“She is recognized for her compas-

sion, commitment and her creativ-
ity in organizations, giving much
to others yet expecting little in re-
turn for her volunteer work.”

The High Spirited Citizen
program was initiated in 1988 by
the Irving Convention and Visitors
Bureau. Its purpose is to encour-
age the spirit of volunteerism. To
date, more than 400 of Irving’s
“unsung” heroes have been hon-
ored with the award. To nominate
an Irving resident for the award,
contact Jane Kilburn at 972-252-
7476 or download an application
form at www.irvingtexas.com/Me-
dia/HighSpiritCitiz.

Gerry Kunstadt

Provided by Matt MacVeigh
Steven Ellington, senior at

MacArthur High School, received
an appointment to attend the
United States Naval Academy, en-
tering this fall with the class of
2012.

Ellington is the son of Michael
and Monica Ellington and received
his appointment following a nomi-

nation from Congressman Kenny
Marchant. Students are selected for
nomination based on the combina-
tion of scholastic achievements,
athletics, extracurricular and char-
ity involvement, recommendations
from school and community lead-
ers, and interviews.

Students interested in apply-
ing for an academy nomination

from Congressman Marchant must
submit a complete application,
found on Marchant’s web site at
www.house.gov/marchant or by
calling his office at 972-556-0162.
On average, the monetary value of
each education received at a U.S.
service academy values at approxi-
mately $250,000.

Read the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online atRead the newspaper online at
www.irwww.irwww.irwww.irwww.irvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.comvingrambler.com
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We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Welcomes long time Irving Funeral Director

Austin E. Raney

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services
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MERLE ROLAND POUNDS
    Merle
Roland Pounds,
MD, passed
away February
9, 2008.

He was
born July 22,
1931 in Lin-
coln, NE to par-

ents Theodore and Lois Pounds. He
graduated from Southwestern
Medical School and did his Gen-
eral Surgery Residency at St. Paul
Hospital in Dallas and practiced
medicine in Irving for 35 years.

He is survived by his wife
Mary Pounds of Irving; sons Rick
Pounds of Irving, Ross Pounds and
wife Shannon of New Zealand, and
Jason Pounds and wife Elizabeth
of Irving; step-sons Dennis Devine
of New York, and Daniel Devine
and wife Kelly of New Jersey; and
granddaughter Ensley Pounds.

Graveside services were held
Feb. 12 at DFW National Cemetery
in Dallas. Arrangements were
made by Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home.

EDWARD ALLEN SEAGO
Edward Allen Seago, of
Carrollton, and formerly of Irving,
passed away February 12, 2008. He
was born Sep. 14, 1941 in San
Diego, TX.

Survivors include his son
Danny Seago of Carrollton; daugh-
ters Penny Swanson and husband
Fred of Waddell, AZ, and Debbie
Wright and husband Jason of
Keller; brothers Nat Seago of Cor-
pus Christi, and Bobby Seago of
Richardson; sister Virginia
Bedgood of Alice, TX; and 5
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
Feb. 19 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Pastor
Greg Bing officiating. Interment
followed at DFW National Cem-
etery in Dallas. Visitation was
Monday.

WILLIAM F. KIDD
    William F.
Kidd, Christian
husband, dad,
granddad and
friend, 81, of
Dallas, passed
away February
7, 2008. Mr.
Kidd was born

March 16, 1926 in Double Springs,
AL to Mona and Marvin Kidd.

Mr. Kidd is survived by his
loving wife, of 54 years, Owana, 3
children William R. Kidd  and wife
Lori of Richardson, Susan and
husband Ben Brown of Irving,
Brian Kidd and wife Dana of
Frisco,  8 grandchildren and 4

great grandchildren, sister Myra
Nell Greeson of Winchester, TN.

He is preceded in death by son
Winston Aaron Kidd, twin brother
Milton L. Kidd and sister Eloise
Kidd.

He was a WWII Navy veteran.
In 1953 he started the School of
Medical Technology at East Cen-
tral State University in Ada, OK.
Through medical missions Bill and
Owana traveled extensively. They
met, influenced and helped count-
less people all over the world. Bill
passed away doing what he loved
best, hunting in Gods beautiful cre-
ation. He will be missed greatly,
and we know if we live according
to what he taught and lived by we
will see him again.

Funeral services were held
Feb. 11 at Prestoncrest Church of
Christ in Dallas. Interment fol-
lowed at Green Hill Cemetery in
Davis, OK. Dan Greeson and Doug
Young officiated. Arrangements
were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

TOMMY ASSAVEDO
Tommy Eugene Assavedo, 22 of
Irving died on January 2, 2008 in
Irving. He was born on Dec. 24,
1985 in Denton, to Martin and
Eronda Wallace Assavedo, Sr. He
was a veterinary technician at
DFW Humane Society.

A graveside service was held
at Belew Cemetery on Jan. 5.
Francis Carter officiated. Visita-
tion was held on Jan. 4 at Slay
Memorial Funeral Center.

He is survived by his parents,
fiancé Gretchen McCommis
Assavedo of Irving, two daughters,
Hailey and Ayla Assavedo of Irv-
ing, and two brothers, Martin
Royce Assavedo, Jr. and Jared Ed-
ward Assavedo both of Irving, and
grandmother, Wilma Wallace of
Gainesville.

Services were under the direc-
tion of Slay Memorial Funeral
Center, Aubrey, TX.

ROBERT EUGENE
(IKE) SEARS

    Robert Eu-
gene (Ike)
Sears, born on
January 24,
1924, at 715
East Powell
Street in Fort
Worth, and
passed away of

Alzheimer’s at 6:23 P.M. on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 6 in Sunflower
Park, Kaufman, TX.

Ike was the husband of
Carolyn Reed Sears for fifty-nine
years, son of Ralph Raymond and
Queenie Lavelle Garrett Sears of
Fort Worth, brother of Juanita
Pullen and Ralph Raymond Sears,
Jr., all deceased. He is survived by
his children, Lesa Thompson and
Randall R. Sears; and grandchil-
dren, Alexis Lauren Thompson 20,
Kelly Michelle Thompson 18, and
Chase Raymond Sears 9.

He served in the Army Air

Corp from February 1943 to De-
cember 1945, in the Asiatic/Pacific
Campaign. He earned seven
bronze stars, the Philippine Lib-
eration ribbon, three overseas ser-
vice bars and the undying love of
his fiancée, Carolyn, who saved
every military check he sent to her
to purchase their first house. They
were married three days after his
return home on Dec. 23, 1945.

He graduated with a BA de-
gree in accounting from Texas
Christian University. Shortly after
Lesa was born, they moved to Jack-
sonville, TX where he worked as a
newspaperman for the Daily
Progress. They were members of
the First Christian Church there.
After Randy was born, they moved
to Irving, where he continued his
chosen career as an accountant
with Buddy Schulkauf, then later
with Lee Optical in Dallas. He also
was a faithful member of the First
Christian Church in Irving for
forty plus years.

Once Carolyn passed away,
his health began to decline and he
was moved from Northgate Reha-
bilitation Center to Sunflower Park
Health Center under Hospice care
until his death.

There was an open viewing on
Feb. 8 at Donnelly’s Colonial Fu-
neral Home in Irving. Graveside
services were held at Cathedral in
the Pines in Tyler and officiated by
Ike’s friend, Mark Jackson.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise intise intise intise intise in
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LOST
DOGS

214-675-6493

1 Black Lab mix
3years old

Name: Austin

1 Black Cairn terrier mix
3 years old

Name: Soda Pop

--Probably together
--very friendly
--last seen in
6th & MacArthur area

Provided by Jennifer Hall
The Irving Arts Center’s

spring performance schedule kicks
off with the beloved characters
from A. A. Milne’s Winnie the
Pooh series. Winnie the Pooh, Pig-
let, Christopher Robin and friends
come to life on stage during a mu-
sical event the whole family will
enjoy on Feb. 29.

Generations of children have
grown up with A. A. Milne’s sto-
ries about Christopher Robin and
his toy animals. Now, the adven-
tures of honey-loving Pooh and his
forest friends come to life through
song in Two Beans Productions’
musical, Winnie the Pooh.

It’s a very busy day for Pooh
in the Hundred Acre Wood. He has
to complete his stoutness exercises,

catch a Heffalump with Piglet and
search for Eeyore’s missing tail.
Meanwhile, Rabbit needs assis-
tance in an elaborate plan to play
a trick on Kanga and baby Roo,
and Owl dispenses some bird-
brained advice. All the while,
everyone’s favorite bear is hungry
and searches for a little smackeral
of honey.

Story by Le Clanché du Rand,
music by Allan J. Friedman, lyrics
by A. A. Milne and Kristin Sergel
and additional lyrics by du Rand.
The production is directed by Two
Beans Productions’ artistic direc-
tor Rob Barron. Presented in the
Carpenter Performance Hall
$6 single and group tickets, $2 lap
child under 2 years old. Call 972-
252-ARTS or www.irvingarts
center.com for tickets.

Eeyore (Danielle Sadd), Pooh (Gage Nelson), Rabbit (Xavier Mazara)
and Piglet (Molly Roberson) share a hug before searching for honey.
Photo by Patrick Dwyer
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313

www.donnellyscolonial.com

LLOYD BERKLEY
Lloyd Berkley, of Irving passed
away February 11, 2008. He was
born May 20, 1942 in Muskegon,
MI.

Preceded in death by father
Arthur I. Berkley and sister Judy
Berkley Barton. Survived by wife
Ann Berkley of Irving and children
, Deborah Gonzales and husband
Mike of Wichita Falls, Iva J. Cross
of Irving, Daniel Smith and wife
Sarah of Ft. Worth, Jerry Smith
and wife Donna of Alvarado,
Christopher Smith of Wichita
Falls; Lloyd’s children Patricia
Ledbetter and husband Randall of
Pittsburg, Teresa Swiney and hus-
band Paul of Longview, John W.
Berkley and wife Rebecca of Ath-
ens, Timothy Berkley of Gun
Barrell City, Daniel Berkley of
Kemp; mother Alice Blair and hus-
band Leroy of Bowling Green, KY;
brothers John D. Berkley of Irv-

ing, Bill Berkley, Mickey Berkley,
Hal Blair, sister Pam Wolfe, all of
Bowling Green; and 14 grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held
Feb. 15 at Story Rd. Baptist
Church, 801 S. Story Rd. in Irv-
ing. Interment followed at
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.
Arrangements were made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

DAWN C. HARDELL
    Dawn C.
Hardell went
home to the
Lord on Febru-
ary 12, 2008.

D a w n
was born to
John and Arline
Vukelic on

April 16, 1937 in Milwaukee, WI.
She married her high school sweet-
heart, Joel C. Hardell on May 25,

1957. In June 1973, the family
moved to Texas, where they
quickly found a church home with
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,
in Irving. They also attended Mes-
siah Lutheran Church in Keller.
While raising her family, Dawn
obtained an Associate’s Degree
from Northlake College.

Dawn worked at the Boy
Scouts of America National Head-
quarters, retiring after 15 years of
service. It was then that Dawn
found her chance to pursue a long-
held dream. Moving to Ennis in
1996, she and Joel ran a Bed and
Breakfast for several years. Seek-
ing a church closer to their new
home, they became members of
Christ the King Lutheran Church
in Waxahachie. When the time
came to be closer to the family, they
moved to Euless and renewed their
ties with Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church.

Dawn has always been an ac-
tive member of her community.
She was a member of Beta Sigma
Phi since 1974, the Red Hat Soci-
ety, and Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary League. Less than two
years ago, she took on a new chal-
lenge, and accepted a job with Irv-
ing ISD as a teacher’s assistant at
Pierce Early Childhood Center
working with special needs chil-
dren.

Dawn was preceded in death
by her father, John Vukelic and
husband Joel C. Hardell.

She is survived by her mother,
Arline Vukelic, 90, of Menomenee
Falls, WI; sister Pamela Gross and
her husband Dale Gross of
Hubertus, WI;  son Matthew, and
his wife Shelley Hardell of Fort
Worth; daughter Heather and her
husband, David Lassetter of Irv-
ing,; son Martin (Marty) and his
wife Julie Hardell of Oklahoma
City, OK; grandchildren:
Stephanie and her husband, Bryan,
Haley and Huntington Lassetter,

Kevin and Kyle Hardell; great-
grandchildren: Kamryn and
Lauren; nephew Mitchell Gross
and niece Michele and her hus-
band Dave Ley. Dawn is also sur-
vived by dear friends, the family
of Jim and Diana Atkinson, John
Bremer, and the Schlemmer fam-
ily.

Dawn had a robust spirit and
love for life, enjoying an active
lifestyle with her family: fishing,
camping, boating, waterskiing,
swimming (particularly at Lake
Whitney), and her latest adventure,
snow skiing.

Dawn’s faithfulness and ser-

vant heart were best evidenced by
the extended matrix of friends,
family, and church family praying
so fervently for her in her last days.
She left this world unafraid and
asks that her life and salvation be
celebrated.

Visitation began before the
service at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church on Feb. 14 with Rev.
Norman Finke and Pastor Robert
Hemsath officiating. She will be
interred with her husband at the
VA National Cemetery in Dallas.
Contributions may be made for a
donation to LWML or the USO in
Dawn’s name.

Provided by Ashley Johnson
Boston’s The Gourmet Pizza

recently kicked off its annual
Valentine’s fundraiser benefiting
Children’s Miracle Network, a
national non-profit organization
comprised of 170 children’s hos-
pitals (CMN). For the event, each
of the two Boston’s restaurants lo-
cated in the Dallas area will fea-
ture two unique giving opportuni-
ties designed to raise funds that
will be donated directly to
Children’s Medical Center Dallas.

Through Feb. 17, Boston’s
will sell its popular, one-of-a-kind
heart-shaped pizzas and donate $1
from every pie sold to Children’s
Medical Center Dallas. In addition

to heart-shaped pizzas, Boston’s
will sell special paper hearts that
patrons can write Valentine’s mes-
sages and designs on for a $1
donation. Paper hearts will be dis-
played in the restaurant for the
duration of the fundraiser.

Children’s Miracle Network is
a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to saving and improving the
lives of children through
fundraising for children’s hospitals
across North America. Each year
the 170 Children’s Miracle Net-
work hospitals provide the finest
medical care, life-saving research
and preventative education to help
millions of kids overcome diseases
and injuries of every kind. 

“Children’s Miracle Network
and our member hospitals are
proud to be partnering with
Boston’s The Gourmet Pizza for
such a great event,” Marie
Osmond, Children’s Miracle Net-
work co-founder, said. “We are
grateful to the restaurants and cus-
tomers that made last year’s
fundraiser such a success and dem-
onstrated that there’s always a way
to help those in need. We are ex-
cited to make this year’s event our
greatest yet.”

Boston’s The Gourmet Pizza
began selling its specialty heart-
shaped pizzas and paper hearts in
1999 as a way to help raise funds
for local charities. As a result of

Restaurants serRestaurants serRestaurants serRestaurants serRestaurants serve hearve hearve hearve hearve heart-shaped pizzas benefit Children’t-shaped pizzas benefit Children’t-shaped pizzas benefit Children’t-shaped pizzas benefit Children’t-shaped pizzas benefit Children’s Medical Centers Medical Centers Medical Centers Medical Centers Medical Center
this fundraiser, Boston’s The Gour-
met Pizza donated more than
$497,100 to local charities last
year.

“The heart-shaped pizzas
have been the ideal way for
Boston’s to celebrate Valentine’s
Day and support local charities,”
Doug MacDonald, president of
Boston’s, said. “Boston’s The
Gourmet Pizza enjoys partnering
with our local Children’s Miracle
Network hospitals on Valentine’s
Day because it is an opportunity
for us to give back to the commu-
nities that we are located in. Over
the years our customers have been
very supportive of this fundraiser,
and it has grown in success year
after year.”

Provided by Kelli Petras
The Texas Department of

Transportation continues to sup-
port firefighting efforts across the
state as high winds and low, rela-
tive humidity has caused danger-
ous wildfires this week. In a recent
move, TxDOT is now allowing
burn ban signs to be installed on
existing sign supports below route
marker confirmation.

TxDOT is also using its Dy-
namic Message Signs to convey
fire information; mowing highway

rights of way to help break fires
near highways; and providing fuel
for volunteer fire departments with
depleted supplies.

“These efforts are all part of
our broader efforts to prevent and
mitigate wildfires,” John Barton,
TxDOT’s assistant executive direc-
tor of engineering, said. “We have
to do our part to help ensure pub-
lic safety from the dangers these
fires present.”

Weather and fire officials in-
dicate the current conditions will

continue into next week for the
short term, and into the spring for
the long term.

Currently, 180 Texas counties
are under burn bans.

Citizens are urged to be ex-
tremely cautious during this period
of critical fire danger. Some pre-
cautions suggested by Texas For-
est Service include:

Check with local authorities
for Outdoor Burning Bans.
Vehicles, ATVs and farming equip-
ment can start a fire if parked or

driven in dry grass.
Store flammable liquids prop-

erly.
Remove dry vegetation from

under electric fences.
Be sure tow chains are secure

and don’t drag on the roadway.
When grilling, place barbeque over
cement; be sure coals are com-
pletely extinguished when finished
(douse them thoroughly with wa-
ter).

Discard cigarette butts and
matches in an appropriate manner.

More information is available
at www.tfsnews.tamu
.edu. 

TxDOT responds to recent wildfires
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LAST 93 ACRES IN
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE PARK
EARMARKED FOR DEVELOPMENT

The last four tracks of the International Com-
merce Park are in final negotiations with the
DFW International Airport. Perot Development
Company of Dallas got a 35-acre tract, of which
18+ acres will go for the DB Schenker Dallas
Campus. Perot also won rights to a 23-acre
track beside their 404,500 sq ft DFW Interna-
tional Commerce Park I. Developer Twin Rose
will receive an 18-acre site for a reported
250,000 sq ft project. Trammell Crow, an ex-
isting player in the Park, won another 17-acre
beside its 1.6 million sq ft Trade Center project.
The completion of the leasing of this 400-acre
park by DFW International Airport was com-
pleted in six years, 24 years ahead of sched-
ule. 

TRAVELING NURSE SOLUTIONS
OPENS LAS COLINAS OFFICE

Traveling Nurse Solutions, a Birmingham-
based company, opened a North Texas office at
433 E. Las Colinas Boulevard. The company
provides stop-gap nurses to health care
facilities. It is anticipated to hire 20 people this
year to place 150-200 nurses throughout the
Metroplex. Nursing assignments are normally
for four, eight or 12-week periods.

SEVEN SMALL BUSINESSES
NOMINATED AS BEST IN AMERICA

The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of
Commerce nominated seven Irving businesses
for the U.S. Chamber’s Best Small Business
Award. Nominees included: (1) Joe’s Coffee
Shop, 425 W. Irving Boulevard, where since

MCDOUGAL REDEVELOPMENT
MOVES FORWARD

The City Council extended its agreement with
McDougal Companies to continue its redevelop-
ment plan for the downtown area near the Trinity
Railway Express station. The Council included spe-
cific benchmarks in the contract extension which
will require McDougal to provide a plan for a mini-
mum $35 million project to be under construction
no later than 2009. McDougal presented a concept
design for redevelopment, subject to being able to
acquire the necessary property from private land
owners. McDougal also hosted an informational
meeting where more than 150 citizens were able
to ask questions about the concept plan and pro-
vide input.

KROGER TO OFFER
$4 GENERIC DRUGS

Kroger’s will begin offering $4 for a 30-day sup-
ply of generic prescription drugs in its Irving stores,
similar to the program began by Wal-Mart about a
year ago. There will be more than 300 generic drugs
available at this special rate. 

IRVING BUSINESSES
RECEIVE SBA LOANS

Legendary Irrigation received a SBA loan for
$21,000 and Rahum Inc. received a SBA loan for
$50,000. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
Strategic Investor

City of Irving
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau

Las Colinas Marketing Alliance
TIAA Realty, Inc / Cousins Properties

Services

Chairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.

ExxonMobil
Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft Corporation

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

Granite Properties
Koll Development Company

PS Business Parks
Staffelbach Design Associates

The Staubach Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Partner Investor
Avaya

Classic Fare Catering
Friedel Photographic

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC

Medco Health Solutions
Office Resource Group

Prediction Analytics
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

President’s Investor
Allstate Insurance

Atmos Energy
Avistas

Carrington Laboratories
Citi

Comerica Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates

DeVry University
EFJohnson, Inc.

Gardere Wynn Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
Oncor  Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy

Commercial Real Estate Investor
Archon Group

Coldwell Banker
Crow Holdings/Apollo Real Estate

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

1969 owner Carol Wood has been the hostess where
“Irving Meets and Eats” for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. (2) Glory House Catering/Receptions on
the Main, 109 S. Main Street, is one of the largest
catering companies in the DFW Metroplex and
owner JoAnn Goin recently expanded to include a
meeting facility for receptions and business
events. (3) FastSigns, 4070 N. Belt Line Road Suite
1114, is owned by Jeff Youngblood and is the
company’s first franchised location. (4) SAM
Scribes & Designs LLC dba The Business Jour-
nal, was formed in 2001 by owner Jill Martinez as
a community newspaper and has grown to the
19,000 subscription Irving Journal. (5) Big State
Drug Store has been an icon at Irving Boulevard
and Main Street since 1948 and owner Brian Smith
continues to operate one of only two drug store
soda fountains in Dallas County and offers a daily
“Blue Plate Special”. (6) Minuteman Press, owned
by Ray, Sharon and John Gwartney, has met the
printing needs of Irving since 1995 and is located
at 940 N. Belt Line Road Suite 133. (7) Mammen
Glass and Mirror, who was recognized as the
Southwest and South Central Small Business of
the Year for 2007, is a third generation business
located at 2924 Rock Island Road, and currently
run by Chris Mammen, the grandson of the
founder. 

ADAM’S RESTAURANT
HAS NEW OWNER, NEW LOOK

Guillermo Valiente not only purchased the ex-
isting Adam’s Restaurant at 939 E. Irving Bou-
levard, but has modernized the interior. Chef
Tony serves breakfast and lunch, which fea-
tures daily specials. He serves American-style
cuisine.

EPSILON NAMES CMO
Irving-based Epsilon has named Steve Cone
to the position of Chief Marketing Office for
the company. Epsilon is a leading provider of
direct marketing and customer relationship
management services. 

2008 Market Trends. 
February 20th, Women’s Alliance Luncheon,
11:30 a.m. at La Cima Club, in Williams
Square, $15 in advance, RSVP required to Kari
Heinzen, 214-217-8484, Valerie Pelan will dis-
cuss Communicating and Working with Diffi-
cult People. 
February 28th , After Hours Business Mixer,
5;30 p.m., Irving EcCare Health Center, 2001
W. Airport Freeway

The Irving Economic Development Partnership
initiated 14 new projects this fiscal year for
either relocation or expansion in Irving, and
continues to manage 22 similar projects car-
ried over from the previous fiscal year.

Provided by Diana Pfaff
The Irving Schools Founda-

tion (ISF) board of directors an-
nounced the hiring of Pamela
Ducas as director for the 22-year-
old foundation.

“We are thrilled to have
Pamela join us,” Lisa Watkins, ISF
board president, said. “The Irving
Schools Foundation was the first
of its kind established in Texas. As
such, the executive director for the
ISF serves in very high-profile
role. I, along with the hiring com-
mittee, am confident Pamela can
succeed in such an important po-
sition.”

Born in Connecticut, Ducas
lived most of her life in south
Florida. An honors student, she
was awarded a four year college
scholarship, earning an Associates
of Arts degree in Business Admin-
istration from Broward County
Community College and a Bach-
elor of Arts in Corporate Manage-
ment at Florida Atlantic
University. Ducas went on to earn
a Masters of Business Administra-
tion at Nova-Southeastern Univer-
sity.

Early in her career, Ducas
served in various marketing and
product management positions in
large hi-tech corporations includ-
ing ATC, Mitel, Inc. and Racal-
Datacom. After relocating with her

husband to Detroit, MI, Ducas was
employed as director of business
development for Gale/Thomson, a
publisher of reference materials for
school and university libraries.
Most recently, Ducas held the po-
sition of president for the North-
east Johnson County (KS) Cham-
ber of Commerce. As president,
she served the business community
for 10 small cities, focusing on
economic development, member-
ship retention, fundraising and
government/community relations.

Ducas currently resides in Irv-
ing with her husband, Regent
Ducas.

“I am thrilled with the oppor-
tunity to serve the Irving Indepen-
dent School District, and look for-
ward to working with community
and business leaders to enhance the
Foundation’s financial contribu-
tions and awards to IISD students
and teachers,” Ducas said. “Being
a scholarship kid myself, I under-
stand the value and importance of
programs to help individuals
achieve higher educational goals.”

The Irving Schools Founda-
tion, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation that seeks to maximize
educational opportunities for
teachers and students by funding
projects and activities that are not
within the budgetary guidelines of
the Irving Independent School Dis-
trict and for which tax dollars may
not be expended. Since its incep-
tion in 1985, the Foundation has
awarded more than $1.3 million in
teacher grants and student
scholarships. Current Foundation
programs include grants-to-teach-
ers, teacher enrichment grants,
motivational scholarships, teacher
excellence awards and school site
grants.

For more information on the
Irving Schools Foundation, contact
Pamela Ducas at 972-215-5006, or
visit www.irvingisd.net/founda-
tion.
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About 20 people viewed the
combined shows of the Pastel So-
ciety of the Southwest and Ron
Stephens at the galleries of the Jay-
cee Center for the Arts during a
reception on Feb. 3. The Pastel
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Jaycee Center for the
Arts hosts reception

Society displayed a variety of styles
from over 15 artists. Ron’s show
was entirely watercolors he painted
over the last 20 months as a rela-
tively newcomer to painting. He
displayed a range of subject mat-
ter in some 26 colorful paintings.

Art lovers attend recent reception of f the Southwest and Ron
Stephens at the galleries of the Jaycee Center for the Arts.

Pamela Ducas


