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By Jess Paniszczyn
As part of the consent agenda,

the city council passed a new city
ordinance which bans hand held
cell phone usage as well as texting
and reading text messages in
school zones on Feb. 21. Statistics
kept by the Irving Police Depart-
ment over the past seven years re-
veal that roughly two accidents in
school zones per year involve a
driver using a cell phone.

If caught and ticketed while
using a hand held cell phone or
text message device in a school
zone, motorist will be fined $136
plus $64 in court costs. Any dis-
putes arising regarding tickets will
be heard by Municipal Court Judge
Tim Whisler.

Irving Police Chief Larry
Boyd worked on the draft of the
ordinance, which as presented to
council members at their work ses-

sion on Wednesday.
“A recently released study by

AAA found that one in four acci-
dents are caused by distractions.
There are a variety of distractions,
and cell phones are certainly a dis-
traction,” Chief Boyd said.

“The city council is concerned
about addressing that issue as it
relates to the safety of children.
Distractions cause accidents any-
where, on any roadway. There is
certainly a higher desire to have
people driving safely with their
focus on the road and avoiding
accidents as they are going through
a school zone where we know there
are a lot of children and pedestri-
ans. If you can eliminate those dis-
tractions in a school zone, then this
ordinance can be effective.

“The use of hands free cell
phones are not prohibited by the
ordinance. The ordinance draft I
am presenting to the council reads,
‘Engaging in a call shall mean
talking into, dialing or listening to
a hand-held mobile telephone.’
The ordinance also prohibits en-
tering or reading text messages.

“Exclusions to the ordinance
include calling or speaking with an
emergency response operator. If
you are driving through a school
zone and call 9-1-1 to report a
crime in progress, you would not
be in violation of the ordinance. Of
course, the Police Department
records all of those conversations,
so you can’t simply claim to be
calling 9-1-1.”

New ordinance bans cell
phone usage in school zones

By Jess Paniszczyn
One way to inspire at risk

youths to better themselves and
work to create a better future for
themselves and their own families
is to bring role models into their
community. If only for a day or a
few hours young people can meet
and listen to people they relate to
who have overcome the odds and
prospered in life, they themselves
might begin to find the courage
necessary to complete their educa-
tions, build businesses and reach
out to those who come after them.

With these goals in mind, the
DFW International Community
Alliance and DCET/Believe in
Yourself, Inc. presented Youth In
Crisis, a Spanish Conference to
Help Youth and Families Prevent
or Overcome Drug and Alcohol
Addiction and Family Violence.

Despite cold unpredictable
weather, families traveled from
around Texas and Oklahoma to lis-
ten to Spanish author and
bestseller, Carlos Cuauhtémoc
Sánchez, as well as guitarist and
singer, Tony Melendez. Nearly
3,000 individuals attended the
event in the Irving Bible Church
on Feb. 16.

“The event was a success,”
Elvia Wallace-Martinez, DCET
Executive Director and Founder,
said. “These two artists are so well
known throughout Latin-Ameri-
can countries they are like idols.
Carlos changes people’s lives the
minute they read A Desperate Cry.
When I read that book, I thought
that is my life, and that was 15
years ago. Inspired to make
changes in my own life, I went
from being a workaholic to start-
ing DCET. After I read Carlos’
book, I went to study at his insti-

Conference reaches out
to Youth In Crisis

By Jess Paniszczyn
Making the leap from high

school to college is often intimi-
dating and confusing for young
people. In an effort to help students
plan their academic futures, the
National Society of Hispanic
MBAs (NSHMBA) hosted the 3rd

Annual College Summit at The
Academy of Irving ISD for stu-
dents and their parents.

During the summit, students
attended lectures on subjects such
as choosing a major, financial aid,
time management and panel dis-
cussions on various career paths.

Lenny Castro, a member of
NSHMBA, served as moderator for
the summit’s Hospitality Panel.

“The Academy of Irving ISD
is a unique school that not only
prepares students with their core
subjects, but also trains them in
various career fields in which they
have interest,” Mr.Castro said.
“For the National Society of His-
panic MBAs it is important that
we help as many students as we can
to pursue their educational goals.
We see this event as an opportu-
nity to motivate students to con-
tinue their education, and to lever-
age the many professionals who
are members and sponsors of the
organization to inform students
about various career opportunities.

tute and I promote him highly.
“We have been trying to get

Tony Melendez to perform at one
of our events for four years. Tony
was affected by thalidomide and he
was born without arms. One day
when he was little the other chil-
dren were playing Frisbee and
making fun of him. As they were
playing, he reached out with a foot
and caught the Frisbee. From that
point on he knew he could do a lot.

“Earlier during the event, we
received 10 proclamations from
different mayors represented by
councilmen who attended today,”
she said.

The latest National Survey on
Reading conducted in Mexico
shows that Mr. Sanchez is the most
widely read author in Mexico, and
his books are the most-read books
after the Bible.

ColleColleColleColleCollege Summit helps preparege Summit helps preparege Summit helps preparege Summit helps preparege Summit helps prepare
student,student,student,student,student, parents for colle parents for colle parents for colle parents for colle parents for collegegegegege

Bringing inspiration to young people, Tony Melendez, who was born
without arms because of his mother’s use of thalidomide, plays gui-
tar and sings on stage.

See LEARNING, Page 3

See USING, Page 4

See CELEBRITIES, Page 6
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POLICE & FIRE
Aggravated Rob-
bery: 02-15-08 at
10:15 p.m.  The vic-
tim arrived at her
home on Brandon

Court, where she parked her ve-
hicle in the driveway. As she
opened the door to get out of her
vehicle, a male approached her and
demanded that she give him some
money. She told the suspect that
she did not have any money and
offered her purse to him. He lifted
his shirt and she observed a black
pistol in his waistband. The
victim’s husband came out of the
house and the suspect ran, got into
the passenger side of a vehicle, and
fled the scene.

Accident Involving Police Ve-
hicle: 02-17-08 at 2:15 a.m.  A
patrol officer was blocking south-
bound Loop 12 at Grauwyler be-
cause of visibility issues caused by
smoke from a car fire just south of
his location. His vehicle was posi-
tioned in the lane of traffic. He was
putting out flares when he noticed
a vehicle approaching his parked
car at a high rate of speed. He
jumped out of the way and the ve-
hicle struck his patrol car. All three
occupants of the vehicle claimed

minor injuries and were trans-
ported to Irving Baylor. The patrol
officer was not injured.

Burglary Arrests: 02-18-08 at
6:00 p.m.  The complainant wit-
nessed two suspects committing a
burglary of his residence in the 600
block of N. Story and notified the
police. The suspects fled the area
and officers located them
nearby. Both suspects were ar-
rested and the complainant’s prop-
erty was recovered.        

Aggravated Assault: 02-18-08 at
11:39 p.m.  The victim is the hus-
band of the on-duty attendant at the
Payless Gas Station in the 2300
block of W. Walnut Hill Lane. The
suspect entered and approached
the victim at the back of the
store. The suspect immediately
began stabbing the victim in the
chest multiple times with a knife.
The suspect fled west bound on
Walnut Hill Lane on foot. The vic-
tim was transported to PMH in
critical condition. I.D. and CID
were notified. 

Ambulances went into overload twice.
First structure fire was a chimney fire. The fire on Rich-

mond Ct. was possibly caused by a lightning strike. Both fires
were extinguished by 1st alarm companies.

Ambulances went into overload twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 191 incidents.
The Fire incidents

51 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  5 Structure Fires
  1 Special Operations
  2   Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
20 Major Accidents
50 Major Medical
10 Heart Attacks
30 Difficulty Breathing
13 Trauma Related
  9 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Feb. 15-20, 2008

02-15:

02-17:

02-16:

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
February 23 -- 2-4 p.m
Choral Singing - Presented by Irv-
ing Arts Center, Art Lab, 3333 N.
MacArthur Blvd, Irving, KidsArts
2-4 p.m. every Saturday. Open to
art enthusiasts ages 6-14, Saturday
School offers professional art in-
struction in the fun and inspiring
setting of the Irving Arts Center.
Session 3 focuses on choral sing-
ing. Students will learn a mini-
musical and rhythm games. Stu-
dents will perform during the Arts
Center’s annual Spring Fling on
April 5. Instructor: Barbara Lee is
a music instructor at Elliot El-
ementary in Irving. $75 972-252-
ARTS to register.
www.irvingartscenter.com

February 25 -- 7:00 p.m
League of Women Voters - Sub-
ject: Mandated Achievement Test-
ing in the Public Schools of Texas.
Issues such as the effectiveness and
cost of testing, impact on curricu-
lum and on teacher time will be
addressed in a special program of
the League of Women Voters at
7:00 p.m. at the Irving ISD Admin-
istration Bldg board room at 2621
West Airport Freeway in Irving.
Background information may be
found on the LWV of Texas website
at www.lwvtexas.org.

February 25 -- 9:30 a.m.
The Twentieth Century Book
Review Club - 9:30 a.m. at the
Garden and Arts Center, 906
Senter St. Susan Boone will review
THE LEMON JELLY CAKE by
Madeline Smith. 

February 26 -- 11:30
Irving Women’s Network - Chris-
tina Gears of CMW Financial, will
share her proven strategies for
building a successful business and
successful relationships. Mrs.
Gears and her husband have built
a successful financial business by
following the steps that Mrs. Gear
will share. Any one wishing to
build their business is invited to
this presentation at the Las Colinas
Country Club at 4400 N. O’Conner
Blvd, Irving. Networking begins at
11:30 and the program will begin
at noon. The cost with a timely res-
ervation is $13.50 for the soup and
salad bar or $21.00 for the full
buffet and is $18.50 for the soup
and salad bar and $26.00 with no
timely reservation. Please make
your reservations by calling 972-
513-1717 or  e-mailing
sloan_j2001@yahoo.com. 

February 26 -- 6:30 pm.
Greater Irving Republican Club -
Name of Speaker: Mike Walz -

“Why Vote for the Party Even if
you Don’t Like the Candidates.”
Social/Dinner begins at 6:30 pm.
Spring Creek Barbeque, 3514 W.
Airport Freeway,
Irving. www.irvingrepublicanclub.com
 
February 28 -- 7:00pm
irvingHOMEschoolers - Monthly
meeting on at 7:00pm at Lee Park
Recreation Center. All home
schooling families welcome. This
months meeting will highlight an
open discussion Homeschooling
through the high school years! For
more information, contact
kharmontx@aol.com or log onto:
www.irvinghomeschoolers.com

February 29 -- 8:30am-4pm
Irving Poverty and Homeless
Coalition - The Face of
Homelessness Seeking Solutions
8:30am-4pm. Register online by
going to www.Irving-poverty-
homeless-coalition.org.

February 23 -- 10am - 2pm
Affordable Health Insurance for
Children - A Children’s Health In-
surance Application Assistance
Drive will take place from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Carnival Food Store,
923 E. Grauwyler Road. Families
can learn more about CHIP or
Children’s Medicaid and register
uninsured children under age 19
for affordable health insurance.
Information about required docu-

ments for Texas residents, U.S.
citizens and legal permanent resi-
dents, and proof of family income
will be available. Parent citizen-
ship or immigration status does not
affect a child’s eligibility and is not
reported on the application form.
For more information about the
event, call 214-687-2071, or to re-
quest an application, call 1-877-
KIDS NOW or visit
www.chipmedicaid.org.
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We Have Moved  to
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Any Purchase
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The Irving Rambler
newspaper is hiring! We
are a very cool community
and we’re looking for a
dedicated outside adver-
tising sales professional to
join our advertising sales
team.

Sell advertising space
to local businesses to help
with their advertising
needs. This is a fun, fast-
paced position that re-
quires an individual who
is organized, people-ori-
ented and willing to work
hard in a creative environ-
ment.

Previous sales experi-
ence is a plus but not re-
quired. Previous media
sales experience is a defi-
nite plus but not essential.
Must possess own vehicle
and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will
have exceptional commu-
nication and selling skills,
a strong work ethic, a
positive attitude, excellent
manners, work well with
others and a desire to
grow with us.

We are looking to fill
this position immediately.
If you feel you have what
it takes to take us to the
next level, please email
your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com;
or call 214-675-6493.

The sky’s
the limit

“We need to provide informa-
tion to students and their parents
about the college experience, how
to prepare for college, and the re-
sources available to them. Many
students still do not understand the
benefits of a college education. We
need to provide role models who
can speak to the students and dem-
onstrate that they faced similar
challenges growing up, but that
they were able to overcome these
challenges by attaining a college
education. Also, there are so many
resources available to help today’s
students to be better informed. We
need to create awareness and make
sure that these resources are readily
available for the students to access.

College is an important part
of becoming a productive indi-
vidual in business and society.

“It is critically important to
have a college education. It pro-
vides people a base level of knowl-
edge in a particular area. It also
shows employers that the person
is striving to improve and can self-
motivate to get things done. While
young people might be able to get
a fairly good job after graduating
high school, a college degree en-
sures that the person continues to
increase their earning potential,”
Mr. Castro said.

“Ensuring that young people
pursue a college education is not
only important to the individual,
but also important to the economy
of this country. We have a large
proportion of the population who
will be retiring during the next 20
years. These people will leave be-
hind a lot of vacant professional
jobs that the country counts on to
continue to be an economic leader
in the world. If we do not produce
enough college graduates, our

economy and our standing in the
world will suffer.”

Students can learn about the
challenges and pitfalls of college
by speaking others about their col-
lege experience.

“Talk to people. Talk to
friends who are already in college
and find out how they prepared,
applied, and are coping with col-
lege life. Talk to people who have
graduated from college and ask
them what they would be doing
today f they had not chosen to get
a college education. Talk to pro-
fessionals in fields of interest and
ask about how they got to be where
they are. In general, young people
need to arm themselves with as
much information as they can, and
take an active role in shaping what
their future will become,” he said.

Thelma Cantu, IISD’s Part-
nerships in Education coordinator,
helped to manage the summit.

“A nice feature of this event
is that we invited the parents. As a
result, 50% of our attendees are
parents. We are excited that they
are partnering with their child and
starting to communicate about the
future,” Ms. Cantu said.

“So many of our parents have
not had the college experience and
don’t know what the first step is.
It is a bit overwhelming for them.
They feel they can’t be there for
their children from this point on.
We want to give parents the re-
sources and tools to develop con-
tacts within the schools. Through
this process the prospect of college
becomes a more realistic goal for
them and their children.

“Our sponsors, who made this
event possible, made small and
large contributions from donations
of sodas to thousands of dollars.”

Learning about
benefits of college
Continued from page 1

Provided by Molli Samuels
On behalf of the Irving busi-

ness community, the Irving Eco-
nomic Development Partnership
recently hosted an official welcome
celebration for Big Brothers Big
Sisters, which relocated its head-
quarters to Irving in late 2007.

U.S. Senator John Cornyn,
Irving Mayor Herbert Gears, along
with other elected officials, busi-
ness and civic leaders, staff from
the City of Irving and the Irving
Independent School District, the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas Cham-
ber of Commerce and Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters staff, were in atten-
dance at the organization’s new
headquarters on East John Carpen-
ter Freeway, to commemorate the
organization’s move to Irving. Big
Brothers Big Sisters staff provided
guests with tours of the new build-
ing space.

“We are proud to welcome
such a prestigious organization to
our community,” Chris Wallace,
President/CEO of the Greater Irv-
ing-Las Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce, said. “It speaks volumes
about our city that this national
organization, which does so much
for children and young people,
chooses to call Irving home. We
look forward to the many opportu-
nities to support and showcase Big
Brothers Big Sisters and their im-
portant work in the coming years.”

“We are honored to be a part
of this community,” Charles
Pierson, Big Brothers Big Sisters
CEO, said. “After much due dili-
gence, agency leadership deter-
mined Irving to be the ideal loca-
tion for the successful
sustainability and growth of our
programs throughout our 40-
county service area. The over-
whelming welcome and support

from the business and social com-
munity in this city have reassured
our team that this is the best place
for our organization.”

In addition to the remarks de-
livered by U.S. Senator Cornyn and
Mayor Gears, David Russell,
Verizon Vice President-External
Affairs, presented Big Brothers
Big Sisters with a $23,000 check
to fund a new initiative – the Big
Reading Program. This program is
designed to encourage Bigs and
Littles across the state to read to-
gether and, as a result, positively
enhance their relationship, estab-
lish a lifelong love for reading and
improve the Little’s academic
scores.

Since Big Brothers Big Sisters
arrived in Irving, many Irving
businesses, like Verizon, have
taken a proactive role in support-
ing and partnering with the orga-
nization.

Big Brothers Big Sisters welcomed to Irving

Encouraging literacy, David Russell, Verizon Vice President-Exter-
nal Affairs, presents Charles Pierson, Big Brothers Big Sisters CEO
with a $23,000 check to fund the Big Reading Program.

Provided by Matt MacVeigh
Eleven schools in Irving

ISD won the USDA
HealthierUS Challenge Silver
School award for 2007-2008 in
recognition of the schools’ food
service programs. In order to
achieve bronze, silver or gold
status, schools must meet cer-
tain levels of criteria that foster

Elementary schools
win USDA award

healthy school environments
by promoting good nutrition
and physical activity.

IISD elementary schools
achieving silver status include:
Barton, Britain, John Haley,
Johnston, Lively, Schulze,
Brandenburg, Hanes, Davis,
Gilbert, and Stipes.
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Margaret’s Corner

Margaret Lopez is an independent
writer for the Irving Rambler.  An Irving
resident for more than 12 years, she and
her husband have been married for more
than 40 years and have four daughters
and four grandsons.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and not
necessarily those of The Irving Rambler,
the publisher, editor, or any staff mem-
ber.

Extra help needed for
two month promotion
Starts April 1 and ends May 31st

Previous sales experience is a plus but not required. Previous media sales experience
is a definite plus but not essential. Must possess own vehicle and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will have exceptional communication and selling skills, a strong work
ethic, a positive attitude, excellent manners, work well with others.

We are looking to fill this position immediately. Please email your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com; or call 214-676-1114.

The Irving Rambler is getting ready to hold a newspaper auction.

Even though people drive
while distracted throughout the
community, the ban only applies
to school zones.

“The council’s desire was to
be focused on creating an environ-
ment where children would be safe.
Taking a more universal approach
to banning cell phones is some-
thing that probably needs to be ad-
dressed at the state level as opposed
to being addressed by one city.

“In traffic enforcement, we
take more of a comprehensive ap-
proach to ensuring we have en-
forcement in all categories, so we
affect people’s driving behavior.
Traffic enforcement works through
the impression of ever presence.
People would do a lot of things if
people thought they wouldn’t get
caught. We are not going to go
overboard and put all of our re-
sources into enforcing a cell phone
ban in school zones. We will con-

tinue to take a more comprehen-
sive approach,” Chief Boyd said.

Councilman Sam Smith indi-
cated that the use of cell phones
by fellow drivers has concerned
him for quite a while.

“I am afraid cell phone users
are not concentrating on traffic
problems, because they are concen-
trating on the conversation they are
having or calling or receiving a
call. I just don’t think you can con-
centrate as fully while doing that
as you could when you are not do-
ing that.

“I have always felt driving
down Highway 183 that I wanted
to stay far clear of someone
wrapped up in a cell phone con-
versation. Because nobody will
ever convince me that person can
concentrate on driving an automo-
bile as well as they could if they
were not talking on the cell
phone,” Councilman Smith said.

In time extending the ban,
could help make more citizens
safe.

“I think at some point extend-
ing the cell phone ban while driv-
ing city wide might not be a bad
idea. I don’t think we can get that
done yet. The first step is to get
cell phone ban while driving in
school zones. If you can make the
argument for the ban in school
zones and be successful there, then
I think you can extend the argu-
ment at some reasonable point in
time. If the proposition is valid
here, we ought to think about it
being valid elsewhere,” he said.

Councilman Joe Philipp views
the cell phone ban in school zones
as a specific public safety issue.

“Safety for children in school
zones is a public safety issue for
the city. To the extent we can pro-
vide a safe zone for crossing streets
and limit inattentiveness by driv-

ers then regulating cell phones
while children are there is a rea-
sonable community standard to
achieve high public safety out-
comes.

“Inattentiveness is a serious
problem. Inattentiveness comes
from drivers not paying attention
because they are distracted by do-
ing something else: eating, putting
on makeup, speaking to a col-
league in the car, or talking on a
cell phone. What we can do is en-
sure we have a high standard of
safety and encourage the state leg-
islature to address this issue on a
uniform basis across cities. That is
our intent this year,” councilman
Philipp said.

The cost of enforcing the new
ordinance will be minimal to tax-
payers.

“I don’t expect the cost of cell
phone use limitation in Irving
school zones to be of material cost

to the taxpayer. Two accidents are
two accidents too many. No chil-
dren should be harmed and no
child’s life should be at stake be-
cause of an inattentive or speed-
ing driver in a school zone,” he
said.

By Insurance Information Institute
In the United States over 254

million people subscribed to such
wireless communication devices as
cell phones as of February 2008,
compared with approximately 4.3
million in 1990, according to the
Cellular Telecommunications &
Internet Association.

A survey of dangerous driver
behavior was released in January
2007 by Nationwide Mutual Insur-
ance Co. The survey of 1,200 driv-
ers found that 73% talk on cell
phones while driving. Cell phone
use was highest among young driv-
ers.

Text messaging, or “texting”
by teens, a driving distraction re-
lated to cell phone use, was the
subject of an August 2006 Teens
Today survey conducted by the Lib-
erty Mutual Research Institute for
Safety and Students Against De-
structive Decisions (SADD). The
survey showed that teens consid-
ered sending text messages via cell
phones to be their biggest distrac-
tion. Of the teens surveyed, 37%
said that text messaging was ex-
tremely or very distracting, while
20% said that they were distracted
by their emotional states and 19%
said that having friends in the car
was distracting. The January 2007
survey by Nationwide found that
19% of motorists say they text
message while driving.

A study released in April 2006
found that almost 80% of crashes
and 65% of near-crashes involved
some form of driver inattention

Hi Irving!
I hope you and
your family are
healthy. With so
many of us
spending more
time indoors due

to the chilly and sometimes wet
weather many people catch a cold
or even worse.

Welcome to flu season. from
speaking to my daughters, it
sounds like a stomach virus has
also been making the rounds. Re-
member, the best defense is to wash
your hands. Indulge yourself this
chilly season with some of your
favorite lotion because you’ll prob-
ably need it with all that soap and
water.

On another note, the primary
elections are finally here. Around
the time when the elections were

held in Iowa and other states, I
talked about what an impact Texas
would have in the elections for
both parties. I think we are surely
seeing that now. Let’s exercise our
right to vote and get out there in
large numbers. If you would like
to vote early, please do so. It is a
great way to avoid the lines.

During early voting I am of-
ten asked various interesting ques-
tions. Recently, several people
have mentioned that they planned
to vote during early voting, and
again on Election Day in order to
ensure they could attend their cho-
sen party’s Precinct Convention.
Many have indicated that this is
what they understood through the
media. There must be some confu-
sion and/or misinterpretation
somewhere in the communication
process as voting twice is impos-
sible, strictly prohibited, and
against the law.

At the end of every primary
every precinct holds a Precinct
Convention on Election Day for
each political party. Anyone who
is an active voter may attend this
convention. At the conventions,
voting records will be readily ac-
cessible by the Election Judge so
your voter status can be verified.

Many people refer to the Precinct
Convention as a caucus; however,
the proper term is Precinct Con-
vention. While you’re there, you
may follow the procedures neces-
sary to possibly attend your politi-
cal party’s Senatorial District Con-
vention as a delegate or alternate.
The State and National Conven-
tions follow.

If you ever have a question
about any of the convention rules,
dates, locations or anything else,
contact your chosen party’s head-
quarters or Precinct Chairman for
more clarification. Election year is
an exciting time…so be a part of
the process that will someday be
in the textbooks of future genera-
tions to come.

Attend Church Sunday.
God Bless You.

Studies confirm cell phone use contributes to accidentsStudies confirm cell phone use contributes to accidentsStudies confirm cell phone use contributes to accidentsStudies confirm cell phone use contributes to accidentsStudies confirm cell phone use contributes to accidents
within three seconds of the event.
The study, The 100-Car Natural-
istic Driving Study, conducted by
the Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), breaks new ground.
(Earlier research found that driver
inattention was responsible for 25
to 30% of crashes.) The new study
found that the most common dis-
traction is the use of cell phones,
followed by drowsiness. However,
cell-phone use is far less likely to
be the cause of a crash or near-miss
than other distractions, according
to the study. For example, while
reaching for a moving object such
as a falling cup increased the risk
of a crash or near-crash by nine
times, talking or listening on a
hand-held cell phone only in-
creased the risk by 1.3 times. The
study tracked the behavior of the
241 drivers of 100 vehicles for
more than one year. The drivers
were involved in 82 crashes, 761
near-crashes and 8,295 critical in-
cidents.

These findings confirm an
August 2003 report from the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety that
concluded that drivers are far less
distracted by their cell phones than
by other common activities, such
as reaching for items on the seat
or glove compartment or talking
to passengers. That study was
based on the analysis of videotapes
from cameras installed in the ve-
hicles of 70 drivers in North Caro-
lina and Pennsylvania.

The number of state legisla-
tures debating measures that ad-
dress the problem of cell-phone use
while driving and other driver dis-
tractions continues to rise. About
15 states have passed laws banning
or restricting young drivers from
using cell phones. The most recent
state to enact such legislation is
California. But the California law
goes farther than any other state’s.
It bans the use of any mobile de-
vice by drivers under age 18. This
includes a cell phone, a broadband
personal communication device,

specialized mobile radio device,
handheld device or laptop com-
puter.

Businesses are increasingly
prohibiting workers from using
cell phones while driving to con-
duct business. In July 2004, the
California Association of Employ-
ers recommended that employers
develop a cell phone policy that re-
quires employees to pull off the
road before conducting business by
cell phone.

In mid-October 2004 in the

 case of Yoon v. Wagner, a Virginia
jury awarded $2 million in dam-
ages to the family of a young girl
who was killed by a driver using a
cell phone at the time of the acci-
dent. The plaintiff also filed a suit
against the driver’s employer af-
ter it became clear through an ex-
amination of phone records that
the driver had been talking to a
client when she hit the girl.

Source: Insurance Information In-
stitute website www.iii.org/media/
hottopics/insurance/cellphones/

Accidents involving cell
phone usage in school
zones by year:

2001 4
2002 3
2003 0
2004 1
2005 1
2006 1
2007 3

______________________
Total

7 Years   13 Accidents

Using cell phones in IrUsing cell phones in IrUsing cell phones in IrUsing cell phones in IrUsing cell phones in Irving school zones can cost motoristsving school zones can cost motoristsving school zones can cost motoristsving school zones can cost motoristsving school zones can cost motorists
Continued from page 1
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Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) and
hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any
staff member.

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

By Matt Mungle
Title: Vantage Point
Rated: PG-13

There is nothing quite like the
look and style of the secret service.
At least as seen in American mov-
ies. They are sort of that superhero,
ninja, Bond all rolled into one
black suit and ear piece. It is the
toughest job on the planet since
they are protecting the most hated
man on the planet. Our President.
They are ready to take a bullet if
need be and have to be on constant
alert for the crazy whacko’s out
there that for love of money or
media exposure would like noth-
ing more than to take out the Com-
mander and Chief. In the new film
Vantage Point we watch as these
men in black try and figure out
who just took a shot at the Presi-
dent. And we get to watch it from
several perspectives.

While in Spain for what is to
be a peace rally of many nations
there is an assassination attempt
on US President Ashton (William
Hurt). The 13 minutes that lead up
to and follow that event are told
and retold from the perspective of
five individuals at the scene. As
each retelling occurs, we the audi-
ence get more and more pieces of
information. And with each piece
we get closer to figuring out who
is who in this action thriller.
Among the cast of characters are
Secret Service agents Kent Taylor
(Matthew Fox) and Thomas
Barnes (Dennis Quaid) along with
American tourist and rally at-
tendee Howard Lewis (Forest
Whitaker). With the information
these three have gathered we get
small pieces of the puzzle later

filled in by the other Vantage
Points.

Some viewers will feel cheated
by the fact that they are only get-
ting 13 minutes of plot replayed
over and over again to make a 90
minute movie. It seems funny af-
ter a while as, after each vantage
point, it is all rewound and started
again. You know the climactic el-
ements and each time it is only for
character and plot definition. Per-
sonally, I liked this style of film-
making and even though I knew
what was coming, I felt it all fresh
from the new perspective. Plus
with each new telling there is a
twist thrown in that makes you re-
think everything you thought you
saw. Or at least some of it.

Quaid is a perfect good-guy
patriotic hero and after some of his
films of late we forget that. He has
the rough and tumble ability and
serious determination in his eye.
Whitaker, as always, does what he
needs to in order to make the roll
top notch. I must admit I have a
hard time seeing Matthew Fox in
anything without wondering if this
somehow ties in to LOST.

Do not let the theme fool you
into thinking it is simply a head
piece. Vantage Point is a quick ac-
tion thriller with guns and explo-
sions and one of the coolest and
fast moving car chase scenes in
some time. They fly through the
narrow, twisty streets of Spain at
impossible speeds. Director Pete
Travis keeps you on the edge of
your chair and your feet firmly
planted to the sticky theater floor.
That is the fun part of this film and
makes you remember that after all
it is movie entertainment. Though
there is a serious story line and

relevant cultural presence, it is in
the end movie magic. That magic
which allows for 100 mph car
chases with last minute escapes. It
lets the bad guy kill 25 men with a
single assassin’s eye shot, yet pre-
vents him from hitting the hero no
matter how many times he fires at
point blank range. That is the fun
of action movies and Vantage Point
has that and more.

The film is rated PG-13 for se-
quences of intense violence and
action, some disturbing images
and brief strong language. It does
deal with the shooting of the Presi-
dent and terrorist style violence
and action. What I did notice
though is even though there is a
lot of gun play, the amount of car-
nage is minimal. They let you
know who is shooting and who is
being shot, but spare us the buck-
ets of blood sometimes found in
these films. The language is never
gratuitous and mostly from being
caught up in the action. I have a
feeling most critics will slam this
for one reason or another, but if I
am honest, which I always am, I
have to admit I had a great time
watching this film. Then again
maybe it was just from my vantage
point. I give it 4 out of 5, 4 out of
5’s.

An action packAn action packAn action packAn action packAn action packed thriller re-ed thriller re-ed thriller re-ed thriller re-ed thriller re-
gardless of your vantage pointgardless of your vantage pointgardless of your vantage pointgardless of your vantage pointgardless of your vantage point

*VANTAGE POINT    PG13
12:35    3:00    5:15    7:45    10:05

PERSEPOLIS    PG13
12:50    3:20    7:05    9:25

WITLESS PROTECTION    PG13
12:45    3:15    5:30    7:50    10:20

#STEP UP THE STREETS    PG13
12:55    3:10    5:15    7:40    9:55
#DEFINITELY MAYBE    PG13

12:40    3:45    7:00    9:45
#JUMPER    PG13

12:30    2:45    5:10    7:30    10:00
*SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES    PG

12:30    1:15    3:45    4:15    6:45

Tickets on sale NOW! - Online or at the Theater
Why wait in lines? PUCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

# NO PASSES * FULLY RESTRICTED

FOOLS GOLD    PG13
1:35    4:45    7:25    10:00

WELCOME HOME ROSCOE
JENKINS    PG13

1:50    4:30    7:05    9:40
THERE WILL BE BLOOD    R

1:10    4:35    8:05
BUCKET LIST    PG13

3:20    8:00
27 DRESSES    PG13
12:50    5:35    10:00

JUNO    PG13
12:45    3:40    6:30    8:45

Provided by Sarah White
To honor the life of a philan-

thropist and civic leader, the Irv-
ing Healthcare Foundation (IHF)
recently announced the establish-
ment of the Jennings T. Smith
Endowment with a bequest from
Smith’s estate. This endowment
will help fund the operations of the
Irving Interfaith Clinic, a non-
profit, faith-based charity clinic
serving the residents of Irving who
do not have access to healthcare.

TexasFest.
“Jennings’ legacy will help

provide medical care for those in
need for many years to come,”
Lilly Juarez, Executive Director for
the Irving Interfaith Clinic, said.
“To honor his life and his gener-
osity, the lobby of the Irving Inter-
faith Clinic will be named after
him.”

Irving Interfaith Clinic is now
in its third year of operations. Pa-
tients at the clinic are adults who
do not have insurance, qualify
based on income, and need non-
emergent primary care. During
2007, the clinic had 641 patient
visits, an almost four-fold increase

FFFFFoundation announces new endooundation announces new endooundation announces new endooundation announces new endooundation announces new endowment for charity clinicwment for charity clinicwment for charity clinicwment for charity clinicwment for charity clinic
over the previous year. One reason
for the increase in patient visits is
the increase in volunteer physi-
cians.

“Many of the patients we’ve
treated have not been to a doctor
in over 10 years, so when they
come to the clinic, they have health
issues that have gone undetected
and untreated for many years,”
Juarez said. “We are helping keep
chronically ill patients out of area
emergency rooms by providing
them with immediate care, pre-
scription assistance, and ultimately
referrals to the new Irving Health
Center or Project Access for ongo-
ing care.”.

“In September, Irving lost one
of its greatest residents,” IHF
President John Drake said.
“Jennings was a leader in this com-
munity and his generosity was lim-
itless. He was a fearless fundraiser
with a passion for helping others.”

Jennings was a founding
member of the Board of Directors
for the clinic and a member of the
Board of Directors for IHF. Smith
also helped raise money through
IHF’s annual gala fundraiser,

The Eighth Annual Irving
Celebration of Excellence (ICE)
Awards, scheduled for Feb. 28, rec-
ognizes the ongoing hard work and
dedication of Irving ISD schools,
faculty and students. Hosted this
year at Nimitz High School Audi-
torium, a reception at 6:15 p.m.
will kick-off the event with the for-
mal program beginning at 7 p.m.

The ICE Awards will be
hosted by Rene Castilla, executive
dean and director of the South Irv-
ing Center for North Lake College.
Castilla has also worked as an edu-
cation reporter for KERA Channel
13 and WFAA-TV Channel 8. In

addition to his professional expe-
rience, he has served as: president
of the Irving Symphony Orchestra
Association; as a board member for
the Irving Rotary Club; board
member on the Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce; and presi-
dent of the TAMU-Commerce
Alumni Association board of direc-
tors. Castilla served as a member
of the Dallas ISD Board of Educa-
tion for seven years, won numer-
ous awards from the Texas State
Teachers Association for his edu-
cation reporting, and has been the
recipient of a number of civic
awards from organizations such as

the Dallas Real Estate Council and
Dallas Historical Society.

The Irving ISD Board of
Trustees will also present their es-
teemed Golden Apple Awards dur-
ing the ceremony. Selected by the
Board from open nominations,
Golden Apples are given to honor
individuals and groups who have
set new standards in service to Irv-
ing ISD.

The Irving All-City Stage
Band, as well as students named
to All-City and All-State perfor-
mance groups, will provide musi-
cal entertainment.

For more information, visit
www.irvingisd.net/iceawards.

Irving ISD presents eighth
annual ICE Awards

Jennings T. Smith
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EXETER ACQUIRED, EXPANDING
Irving-based Exeter Finance Corp has been acquired by an At-
lanta private-equity firm and an affiliate of Goldman Sachs
Group for an equity investment of $20 million. The purchasers
are also going to invest another $40 million of equity to support
the growth of the company which purchases auto loans that ve-
hicle dealers make to customers with spotty credit
records. Exeter services those loans. Exeter plans to expand from
its current operations in three states to nine states.  Exeter plans
to expand its staff from 15 to 120 by year-end.

THREE NEW COMMERCIAL LEASES IN IRVING
Three companies entered into new leases in Irving totaling ap-
proximately 32,000 sq ft. Ethos Group, an insurance company
with 93 employees, has entered a lease for 19,400 sq ft at 5215
N. O’Connor Boulevard. Vertis Communications, a premier pro-
vider of targeted advertising and marketing solutions to lead-
ing retail and consumer services companies including printing
of color newspaper supplements, acquired nearly 6,900 sq ft in
the Las Colinas. Insight Associates, a software development
systems integration staffing firm, has leased nearly 6,000 sq ft
in the Las Colinas area.

STARBUCKS OPENS on SH-183
The newest Starbucks in Irving has opened at 2501 W. Airport
Freeway (just west of Story Road). This is a full service store
serving all specialty coffee, drinks and food. The store is in a
sales competition on amount of coffee beans sold with the CEO
of Starbucks coming to the winning store. Please welcome this
store to Irving and help them bring Howard Shultz to Irving.   

BAYLOR MEDICAL CENTER
AT IRVING HAS NEW MARKETING DIRECTOR

Dee Dee Ogrin has been named Marketing Director of Baylor
Medical Center at Irving. Ogrin has over 10 years of marketing
and public relations experience, most recently with Washing-
ton Mutual in Irving and Baylor Regional Medical Center at
Grapevine.           

IRVING SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
NAMES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pamela Ducas has been named Executive Director of the Irving
Schools Foundation. Ducas comes to Irving from Mission, Kan-
sas, where se served as president and CEO of the Northeast
Johnson County Chamber of Commerce.  

IRVING SWIMMING POOL
BUILDER RECOGNIZED

AquaStone Pools LLC of Irving has been recognized by the
Dallas Business Journal as one of the largest swimming pool
builders in the Metrolpex. 

DART INTRODUCES NEW “FLEX” SERVICE
IN SOUTH IRVING

South Irving “Flex,” the newest concept in customized transit
service from DART, will make its debut March 3. To introduce
the public to this new service, DART has scheduled a pair of
informational open house meetings, to be held in Irving on Feb.
25. DART representatives will be at the Heritage Senior Cen-
ter, 200 S. Jefferson, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. They will
also be available from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the Council
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall. “Flex” will operate
seven days a week over a specific route during non-rush hours
and on weekends. Bus drivers will be able to move off the sched-
uled route to pick up and deliver passengers. Learn all about it
at one of these open houses.

DART OPEN HOUSE/PUBLIC HEARING
FEB 28TH

DART will hold an open house and public hearing Feb. 28th in
the Haggar Center at the University of Dallas, 1845 E.
Northgate Drive. The open house will be at 6:00 p.m. with the
public hearing beginning at 6:30 p.m. A copy of the Draft En-
vironmental Impact Statement for the DART Northwest Corri-
dor to Irving/DFW International Airport route is available at
www.dart.org/irvingdfw. For more information call DART at
214-749-2543.

DFW FRANCHISE EXPO
Meet face to face with the hottest new franchises (automotive,
executive, food concepts, home services, convenience services,
healthy lifestyle, retail, unique niche) coming to Texas at the
DFW Franchise Expo, Feb. 23rd, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the
Gaylord Texan Resort in Grapevine. Attend seminars presented
by industry professionals who are experts in laying the founda-
tion for one’s success in franchise ownership. There is no charge
to attend, but you need to pre-register to attend by calling 972-
786-0017 or going to www.dfwfranchiseexpo.com.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership has ini-
tiated 16 new projects this fiscal year for either relocation or
expansion in Irving, and continues to manage 22 similar projects
carried over from the previous fiscal year.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
Strategic Investor

City of Irving
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau

Las Colinas Marketing Alliance
TIAA Realty, Inc / Cousins Properties

Services

Chairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.

ExxonMobil
Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft Corporation

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

Granite Properties
Koll Development Company

PS Business Parks
Staffelbach Design Associates

The Staubach Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Partner Investor
Avaya

Classic Fare Catering
Friedel Photographic

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC

Medco Health Solutions
Office Resource Group

Prediction Analytics
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

President’s Investor
Allstate Insurance

Atmos Energy
Avistas

Carrington Laboratories
Citi

Comerica Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates

DeVry University
EFJohnson, Inc.

Gardere Wynn Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
Oncor  Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy

Commercial Real Estate Investor
Archon Group

Coldwell Banker
Crow Holdings/Apollo Real Estate

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

“The Hispanic community has
a big necessity to identify and fol-
low their culture,” Mr. Sanchez
said through an interpreter. “We
are grateful for this conference,
because the young people are not
doing what they are supposed to
be doing. The parents need to pay
attention to their kids. When par-
ents, especially the mothers, are
not paying attention to kids they
become involved with drugs and
bad things. If the mothers pay at-
tention instead of working so
much, the kids will learn to do the
right things. Parents need to wake
up and take care of their kids.”

Performer and guitarist, Tony
Melendez, has faced a host of chal-
lenges in his life that most people
never encounter.

“I know that I can transmit a
different perspective to these kids
and help them change their atti-
tudes, perspectives and beliefs,”

Mr. Melendez said. “Coming to
Youth In Crisis impacts youth’s
lifestyles and will convince them
that it is possible to change, to be
better.

“I want to help them change
mentally and physiologically. Our
youth suffers consequences, and
they need positive role models in
order to change their thinking. I
feel I can be an example about ev-
erything is possible with determi-
nation and the will to do things
right. Kids cannot deny that drugs
affect you mentally, physiologically
and physically. I am a result of
drug usage.

“I hope the audience left with
a message of ‘I can do it!’ I tell
everybody, who tells me, ‘Tony, I
can’t do it, or I can’t reach these
objectives.’ I tell them, ‘Please do
not tell me you can’t.’ If I can do it
with out arms, look at yours lift
them up and say, ‘Yes, I can, I will

do it.’”
In addition to featured artists,

the event offered a health fair,
Mariachis and Folklorico.

“Throughout this past 10
years it has been our pleasure to

bring to Irving, Texas educational
programs that help people suc-
ceed,” Mayor Herbert Gears,
DCET Board President, said in a
statement. “Proceeds from this
event will benefit DCET literacy

programs. We are proud to be of
assistance to our community, es-
pecially to people who need help
with learning to read. By support-
ing literacy, this event will help not
only our city, but our country.”

Presenting a blur of color, young ladies demonstrate a traditional Folklorico dance.

Continued from page 1
Celebrities encourage youth to tackle challenges

Sweets for the sweet

Continuing the long tradition of naming sweethearts, Jan Hart,
Irving City Archivist (lft), and Kevin Kendro, her assistant, were
named the 2008 Valentine Sweethearts of the Irving Heritage
Society at the annual Valentine Tea held in the Heritage House on
Feb. 10.
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panic, and Asian American.”
Mollie Taylor Stevenson, Jr, a

native Houstonian and cowgirl,
served as the event’s guest speaker.
Ms. Stevenson and her mother,
Mollie Taylor Stevenson, Sr, estab-
lished the American Cowboy Mu-
seum in Houston and were the first
living African Americans inducted
into the National Cowgirl Museum
and Hall of Fame in Ft. Worth.

“It is important for organiza-
tions such as the Irving Black Arts
Council to bring this type of rec-
ognition to the public. A lot of this
information may not be taught in
schools. When young people don’t
know their own history, there is a
void,” Ms. Stevenson said.

“We had a nice turnout of
youth here from elementary up to
high school. It is valuable for them
to know that African Americans
partook in western heritage. Our
history originated in Africa and
continues up to present day.

From her family’s 150-year-
old working ranch, Ms. Stevenson
works to educate the public about
Western heritage.

“We need to let these children
know about alternative occupa-
tions. If we can direct these kids
through 4H and FFA, it would en-
hance not just their lives, but also
ours. One way or the other we will
pay. We either pay to help them
when they are young, or we will
pay on the other end when they end
up in prison. We have a choice in
the futures of our youth.

“We need to instill in our chil-
dren a sense of living in harmony
with nature. We are proud at the
American Cowboy Museum in
Huston that guests can see pea-
cocks, horses and cattle walking
around. We want younger kids to
know that chickens walk. All the
chickens they have ever seen where
either cooked or packaged. When
they see a live chicken, they are

A celebration of  history welcomes cowgirl legend

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Mayor and City Council

of Irving in conjunction with the
Irving Black Arts Council pre-
sented the 2008 African American
History Celebration, The Forgot-
ten Soldier: The Perils, The Tri-
umphs, The Legacy, in the Dupree
Theater on Feb. 19.

“The Forgotten Soldier fo-
cuses primarily on the black cow-
boy,” Colvin Gibson, master of cer-
emonies said during the program.
“Prior to and after the Civil War,
the vast territory west of the Mis-
sissippi was a venue for adventure
and opportunity for diverse peoples
looking for a new life. They went
west, some seeking fortunes, oth-
ers just a place to live freely to
build a life or raise a family.

“Although often overlooked in
films, literature, photos and history
books, the African American cow-
boy played an essential role in the
West. Nearly one in three were
African Americans or Hispanics.
Peoples of all colors worked to
build communities, establish towns
and create great cities.

“Over the period of years the
West was settled, there were over
40,000 individuals who worked the
trail rides, ranches and towns. A
substantial percentage of these
men and women were African
American, Native American, His-

amazed.
“Children raised in cities miss

out on freedom, air and space
where they can rip and run. Chil-
dren don’t play like they used to
play, so much is computerized.

They sit for hours at a time. They
are less healthy than we were.
Through statistics, we have found
out that children who raise animals
tend to be much healthier,” she
said.

Living legend, Mollie Taylor
Stevenson, Jr, speaks about the
history of the black cowboy.

Provided by Rebecca Jackson
Dr. Frank Doe, associate pro-

fessor of biology, was named the
2008 King Fellow and Dr. Susan
Hanssen, associate professor of
history, was named the 2008
Haggar Fellow at the University of
Dallas King/Haggar Awards event
on Feb. 16. The awards are con-
sidered the highest academic hon-
ors that faculty can receive from
the University with recipients
nominated each year by their fel-
low faculty members.

After receiving his bachelor’s
degree in biology from Spring Hill
College and his Ph.D. in biology
from Brandeis University, Doe
joined the UD faculty in fall 1969
as an assistant professor and has

been teaching UD students for the
past 38 years. After serving as
chair of the biology department
from 1984-2000, the University
offered him another leadership
role. From 2002-2005, he served
as dean of the Constantin College
of Liberal Arts.

Hanssen came to the Univer-
sity of Dallas in fall 2000 as an
adjunct professor, teaching while
she completed her Ph.D. in history
from Rice University. In fall 2002
she became a full-time professor of
history at UD. In addition to her
Ph.D., she also received a master’s
degree from Rice and her
bachelor’s degree from Boston
University.

UD recoUD recoUD recoUD recoUD recognizes professors withgnizes professors withgnizes professors withgnizes professors withgnizes professors with
King,King,King,King,King, Haggar F Haggar F Haggar F Haggar F Haggar Felloelloelloelloellow w w w w AAAAAwardswardswardswardswards
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DESKIN’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
Electrical, plumbing,

drywall, painting,
sprinkler repairs,

landscaping, hedge
trimming

214 708 4975
972 255 3152

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

CARRIERS NEEDED
Call 214-675-9160

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

New medical office, Valley Ranch Urgent Care in Irving is now
hiring for the following positions for day, evening and weekend
shifts:

NOW HIRING

Radiology Technician
Medical Assistant
Physician Assistant
Registered Nurse

Billing Coordinator
Receptionist
Front Office Coordinator

Please send resume to r.f.zayed@hotmail.com or fax to Rae at
(214) 635-2149 with shift preference and salary requirement.

Competitive Benefits/EOE

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

Church needs a man to
do yard work and light

maintenance. Excellent pay
and working conditions.
Call: Truman Warren at

972-579-7850.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
is a dynamic and growing
software development and
IT consulting organization.

We are looking for
candidates

with the right background
for the following software

development and consulting
position(s):

* Software Engineer
* Programmer

* Database Administrator
* Systems Analyst

Contact (principals only)
SREE INFOTECH LLC
1825 W. Walnut Hill Lane,

Suite 120,
Irving, TX 75038.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
3636 Spring Canyon Trail,
Round Rock, TX 78681.
www.sreeinfotech.com

Extra help needed for
two month promotion
Starts April 1 and ends May 31st

Previous sales experience is a plus but not required. Previous media sales experience
is a definite plus but not essential. Must possess own vehicle and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will have exceptional communication and selling skills, a strong work
ethic, a positive attitude, excellent manners, work well with others.

We are looking to fill this position immediately. Please email your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com; or call 214-676-1114.

The Irving Rambler is getting ready to hold a newspaper auction.

At the Gaylord Texan Conven-
tion Center in Grapevine on March
1 at 7 p.m. is the first of many ben-
efits nationwide to raise funds for
the building of an orthopedic and
trauma hospital as part of the Assaf
Harofeh Medical Center in Zrifin,
Israel. 

An estimated 20% of the
trauma victims in Israel whether
from military actions or civilian in-
juries are pediatric patients accord-
ing to Dr. Starnes, a General Pe-
diatrician in Irving, and President
of two nationwide charities, Shep-
herds Outreach Network and
Christians for Assaf Harofeh, both
of which are headquartered in
Irving. These two charities are or-
ganized for the purpose of support-
ing medical care initiatives in the

Northern regions of the Himalayas
in India and in the Middle East.
Christians for Assaf Harofeh, al-
though a public charity, functions
much as a hospital foundation
would in the United States.

Keynote speaker at the event
will be former Majority Leader of
the U.S. Congress, Dr. Dick
Armey, who will be speaking on
the subject of Israeli-United States
relations. Also speaking will be the
Honorable Benyamin Elon, a
prominent member of the Israeli
parliament, the Knesset; former
Congressman from Indiana Mike
Sodrel; and Dr.Ygal Halperin, past
Deputy Director of Assaf Harofeh
Medical Center.

“Come, enjoy the evening, and
help us in this worthwhile effort
to continue to build this first rate
hospital so that all of the people of
the Middle East will be served and
served well. Our Goal is to raise
$3.5 million this year for the or-
thopedic and trauma center,” Dr.
Starnes said.

Event benefits orEvent benefits orEvent benefits orEvent benefits orEvent benefits orthopedicthopedicthopedicthopedicthopedic
and trauma hospitaland trauma hospitaland trauma hospitaland trauma hospitaland trauma hospital 221 Shrum Ct

2 Story
Townhome style

2bd 1 1/2bth
Fenced patio – w/d con.

- F/P
ALL $375 First mo.

Rent!!
Call 469-442-1972

FOR RENT

The Carrollton-Farmers
Branch ISD (C-FB ISD) Council
of PTA Clothes Closet is running
on empty.

The Closet provides clothing
to C-FB ISD students and families
in need. The Closet accepts all
types of gently used clothing. The
Closet is in need of new socks and
underwear.

According to the Council
leaders the greatest areas of need
are the following:

Girls’ underwear, sizes 4 through
14
Boys’ underwear, small sizes
Girls’ and boys’ uniform pants in
sizes 5 through 14
Boys’ and girls’ jeans in all sizes
Boys’ clothing in all sizes
Baby clothes

Clothing donations may be
dropped off at any C-FB ISD
school.

Clothing donations will also
be accepted during the Gently Used
Book Sale, which is Feb. 27
through Mar. 2 at the Trinity Val-
ley Shopping Center, 2660 North
Josey Lane, Carrollton, which is
Josey Lane at the George Bush
Turnpike.

The dates and times of the Gently
Used Book Sale are:
Feb. 27, 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 28, 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 29, 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Mar. 1, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 2, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

The PTA welcomes monetary
donations. Since the Council of
PTA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, the donations are tax de-
ductible. Checks should be made

payable to the C-FB ISD Council
of PTA and mailed to the C-FB ISD
Council of PTA c/o C-FB ISD,
Administration Building, P. O.
Box 115186, Carrollton, TX
75011-5186. Please indicate that
the donation is for the Clothes
Closet.

In the 2006-2007 school year,
the PTA Clothes Closet had over
240 referral families from C-FB
ISD schools and helped clothe 709
children from our community. This
means the PTA volunteers gave out

over 3,205 pairs of socks.
over 3,205 pairs of underwear.
445 new uniforms (tops and bot-
toms) AND over 3,100 outfits.
over 650 winter coats / jackets

If you are interested in becom-
ing more involved in the PTA
Clothes Closet, contact this email
address:  cfbisdptaclothescloset@
verizon.net.

AdAdAdAdAdverververververtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irtise in The Irving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Ramblerving Rambler
Call 214-675-6493
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Welcomes long time Irving Funeral Director

Austin E. Raney

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services
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Gwendolyn Gwinn, survivors in-
clude her son David E. Clark and
wife Nancy of Sandpoint, ID;
daughter Judy Towery and husband
Richard of Irving; 3 grandchil-
dren; and 4 great grandchildren.

Graveside services were Feb.
16 at Oak Grove Memorial Gar-
dens with Tim Lewis officiating.
Arrangements were made by
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.

MARY LEE WILLIS
Mary Lee Willis, age 66 of Irv-

ing went home to be with her
Lord on February 10, 2008. 

She was born on January 1,
1942 in Kewanna, IN to Hilbert
and Josephine Englert. She will be
missed by her family and friends. 

Survivors include sons,
Melvin Tincher, Rodney Clawson;
brothers, Arthur Englert, Alfred
Englert and wife Carolyn, Donald
Englert and wife Marge; grand-
children, Rodney Clawson, Jr.,
Britney Clawson, Stormie
Clawson, Wendy Clawson; and
numerous nieces, nephews and
cousins. 

Funeral Services were held on
Feb. 13 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home with Pastor Bruce Hollander
officiating.

JOSEPH EDWARD
“EDDY” YENTZEN

    Joseph Ed-
ward “Eddy”
Yentzen, age
61, of Irving
passed away on
February 15,
2008. 
    He was born
on Dec. 21,

1946 in Beaumont, TX to George
and Maurene (Houston)

Yentzen. Eddy married Cynthia
Hartline on Sep. 5, 1998 in
Dallas. He graduated from Grand
Prairie High School and UT
Arlington. Eddy’s passions were
all cars especially old ones, read-
ing “get rich quick” books, Pepsi
and riding his Harley. He will be
missed by all who knew him. 

Survivors include, wife,
Cynthia Yentzen of Irving; parents,
George and Maurene Yentzen;
step-children, Molly and Matthew
White; uncle, Jack Houston and
wife Dorothy of Frisco; and numer-
ous cousins. 

Funeral Services were held on
Feb. 19 at Chism-Smith Funeral
Home with Father Jerry Duesman
officiating. Interment followed at
Southland Memorial Cemetery in
Grand Prairie.
 

LULA MAE LEE
Lula Mae Lee, age 77, of Irv-

ing passed away on February 16,
2008. 

She was born on Sep. 4, 1930
in Hillsboro, TX to James and
Laura Goodwin. Lula loved coun-
try music, sing alongs and going
to church. She lived at Park Manor
in Irving and had a lot of close
friends there. 

Survivors include, son, David
Warren and wife Pamela; brothers,
James Goodwin and Glen
Goodwin; and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins. 

A private family burial was
held on Feb. 20. Chism-Smith Fu-
neral Home handled the arrange-
ments.

JIM McKEAN
J i m

McKean, age
82, a resident of
Irving since
1967 formerly
of Midland,
died Feb. 19,
2008 at home.

B o r n
July 4, 1925 in Athens, IL, he
proudly served in the U.S. Navy
during WW II. Jim married

Mildred McBride Dillinger on July
27, 1963 in San Angelo. He was a
Methodist and a member of the Irv-
ing Mall Walkers.

Preceded in death by his
daughter, Col. Linda Diane Green
and brother, Louie C. McKean, he
is survived by his wife Mildred;
sons, Mike McKean and wife
Carole of Edinburg, IL and Rick
Dillinger and wife Teri of Argyle;
brother Don McKean and wife
BeBe of Springfield, IL; sisters,
Marion VanMeter of Springfield,
IL and June Perkins of Niceville,
FL; sister-in-law, Alice McKean of
Moline, IL; three grandchildren,
Michelle Davis, Amy Green and
Dawn Edwards; and four great
grandchildren.

A viewing was held Thursday
at Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home. Services were Feb. 22 at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery, Lane A.

CECILIA
“YVETTE” ALLEN

C e c i l i a
“Yvette” Allen,
of Plano, and
formerly of Irv-
ing, passed
away February
19, 2008. She
was born Feb.
9, 1947 in Dal-

las.
She is survived by her hus-

band John Allen, Jr. of Plano;
Daughters Erica Marie Donnelly
of Plano, Jana Sims and husband
Chad of Marshall, Julie Sanchez
and husband Edgar of Houston,
and Rachel Allen of Sylvester, GA;
sisters Mary Elizabeth Biggerstaff
of Red Oak, and Vicki Lee Walker
of Albuquerque, NM; brother Vic-
tor Paul Campanella of Ferris; 3
grandchildren; 3 aunts; and nu-
merous cousins, nephews, and
nieces.

Funeral services will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 25 at Brown’s
Memorial Chapel. Interment will
follow at DFW National Cemetery.
Visitation is 6-8 p.m. Sunday.

MARION PETTY
    Marion
Petty, of Alto,
TX, and for-
merly of Irving,
passed away
February 17,
2008.
     She was
born Oct. 14,

1925 in Dallas. She was a mem-
ber of the Irving Amatuer Radio
Club, Does Charter Member of the
Irving Elks Club, and the Irving
Citizens of Patrol (ICOP).

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Harry Stevenson Petty in
2001, survivors include her sons
Larry R. Petty of Sacramento, CA,
and David G. Petty of Alto; sister

Sylvia Fuller; brothers David Gar-
ner, Bill Garner, and Sam Fuller;
3 granddaughters; 1 grandson; 8
great grandchildren; and 3 great-
great grandchildren.

Graveside services were held
Feb. 20 at Oak Grove Memorial
Gardens in Irving. Arrangements
were made by Brown’s Memorial
Funeral Home.

BOBBIE RUTH CLARK
Bobbie Ruth Clark, of Irving,

passed away February 13, 2008.
She was born Oct. 26, 1926

in Iowa Park, TX. She was a mem-
ber of South MacArthur Church of
Christ.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band Robert E. Clark, and sister

    The Irving
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
(CVB) named
Keith L. Station
national sales
manager for the
sports and en-
t e r t a i n m e n t

market, further strengthening its
core team of sales management
professionals.

Station comes to the Irving
CVB from the Central Florida
Sports Commission in Orlando,
where he served as sports market-
ing manager. He was responsible
for more than 20 events, and his
clients included USA Rugby, USA
Triathlon and the NCAA; the
events he managed resulted in an
economic impact in excess of $3
million for Central Florida.

Prior to join the Central

 Florida Sport Commission, Sta-
tion held various positions with
Florida Citrus Sports, which man-
ages the Capital One Bowl and
Champs Sports Bowl, as well as
with the NBA’s Indiana Pacers
sports and entertainment division,
and Walt Disney World
Corporation. A graduate of the
University of Nebraska, Station
also earned a Master of Science
degree from Indiana University.

“Keith has a very solid back-
ground in sports and entertainment
marketing, and brings an impres-
sive client base to the bureau,”
Maura Allen Gast, executive direc-
tor of the Irving CVB, said. “He
will be able to jump right in and
have an instant impact on our sales
goals.”

In his role at the Irving CVB,
Station will oversee all sports and
entertainment sales efforts, coor-

dinate event volunteers, participate
in sports and entertainment mar-
keting meetings and trade shows,
and establish relationships with
key officials and decision-makers
of national sports governing bod-
ies, leagues, conferences and as-
sociations.  He also serves as the
bureau’s chief liaison to entertain-
ment market segments, including
touring groups and individuals,
and student bands.

IrIrIrIrIrving Conving Conving Conving Conving Convention and vention and vention and vention and vention and Visitors Bureau hires sporVisitors Bureau hires sporVisitors Bureau hires sporVisitors Bureau hires sporVisitors Bureau hires sports markts markts markts markts marketing managereting managereting managereting managereting manager
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313

www.donnellyscolonial.com

By: Martin Frost
Rube Goldberg is alive and

well and living in my home state
of Texas.

For years, Texas Democrats
have wanted their state to matter
in the presidential selection pro-
cess, but the Lone Star State pri-
mary was usually too late, occur-
ring after a nominee had been se-
lected.

This year, Texas matters big
time. However, the delegate selec-
tion process in Texas is so compli-
cated that it is more than theoreti-
cally possible that the candidate
who wins the popular vote may
not, in fact, win the most delegates.

The national media are just
now beginning to focus on the
March 4 Texas primary, and once
they do, they are shaking their

heads trying to understand the
Rube Goldberg-esque delegate se-
lection process there.

Let’s walk through this by the
numbers.

Texas has 228 delegates to the
Democratic National Convention
— the most of any state that has
not already voted. Of those, 126
delegates will be elected from the
state’s 31 state senatorial districts
on March 4 and 67 will be selected
through a lengthy caucus process
that starts the night of March 4
after the polls close. In addition,
the state has 35 superdelegates —
about 5% of the nationwide total
at the Democratic National Con-
vention.

Let’s start with the 126 del-
egates to be determined directly by
voters on March 4. Not all state
Senate districts in Texas are equal.
Some districts have as few as two
delegates, and others have as many
as seven or eight. The number is
determined by Democratic perfor-
mance in recent general elections.
Thus, the Senate districts in the
urban cores of Dallas and Hous-
ton and around the liberal enclave
of Austin have bonus delegates.
Fifteen of the Senate districts have
only four delegates and nine have
only three.

Delegates are awarded propor-
tionally accordingly to the vote
within a given Senate district.

This system gives a slight ad-
vantage to Barack Obama. The lib-
eral 14th District, centered in Aus-
tin, has eight delegates, the heavily
black 13th District in Houston has
seven delegates, and a similar ma-
jority-African-American district in
Dallas, the 23rd, has six delegates.

That brings us to the 67 del-
egates awarded through the cau-
cus system. Precinct caucuses con-
vene at 7 p.m. on March 4, as soon
as the polls close. This is the first
stage in a series of caucus meet-
ings at the county and district level
that culminate in the State Con-
vention June 6-8. Voters wanting
to take part in the caucus system
must first vote during the day and
then return to their polling places
that evening to take part in a cau-
cus. Obama has consistently out-
performed Clinton in caucus states
and appears to be well organized
in Texas for the precinct caucuses.

An initial count of
superdelegates who have so far
taken a public position gives the
advantage to Clinton, but a num-
ber have yet to be heard from.

Given the complicated nature
of the Texas delegate selection pro-
cess (with a bow to Mr. Goldberg),
it is possible that Clinton could win
the popular vote in Texas and still
just break even or possibly lose the
delegate count.

The March 4 primary result in
Texas could be very close. Clinton
has an advantage with Hispanics,
who will make up a significant
portion of the turnout (some pre-
dict as low as 25% of the total, and
others project as high as 40% of
the total). Black voters in the ur-
ban centers and the small towns
throughout East and Central Texas
will be strongly for Obama.

The wild card in the Texas pri-
mary will be the white electorate.
Obama has been doing progres-
sively better among Southern
white voters (50% in Virginia and
42% in Maryland after getting only
24% in South Carolina). Whites

who vote in Texas Democratic pri-
maries are predominantly liberal.

White conservatives either
vote in the Republican primary or
don’t vote in either party’s primary.
Clinton should do well among eld-
erly and blue-collar whites, but
there are significant numbers of
professional, upscale white Demo-
crats in the Dallas, Houston and
Austin suburbs who will favor
Obama.

Texas also has a number of
large universities and colleges, and
Obama will continue to do well
among young voters. There also
are middle-aged whites — the
“Texas Observer” crowd — who
grew up reading this liberal Texas
newspaper and who got into poli-
tics because of civil rights or the
anti-war movement (Vietnam or
Iraq).

The primary vote statewide
could go either way. But this re-
ally is a state where you need to
keep your eye on the delegate
count. There will be two distinct
races for delegates taking place on
March 4 (district-by-district del-
egate contests and the first round
of caucuses). Both of these races
have built-in advantages for
Obama.

Martin Frost, a Democrat, rep-
resented the Dallas-Fort Worth
area in Congress from 1979 to
2005. He rose to caucus chairman
and head of the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee.
He is now an attorney with
Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan
Suelthaus PC in Washington and
serves as president of America
Votes, a grass-roots voter mobili-
zation and education effort.

Bigger and more confusing in Texas

Provided by Frank Goldberg
As debt continues to rise due

to the current housing market, en-
ticing credit card offers and ex-
tended financing options, consum-
ers are finding it more challeng-
ing to make ends meet – leading
to higher interest rates and even
difficulty obtaining credit.  

The average credit score in
Dallas is 692, and Texas, with a
score of 667, has the lowest aver-
age credit score in the country.
That means, on average, consum-
ers in Texas are less likely to se-
cure a lower interest rate on a loan
than consumers from any other
state.  

Essentially, a person’s credit
score tells a creditor how likely
they are to pay back a debt. That’s
because payment history makes up
35% of the total score, followed by
the amount of money owed (30%),
length of credit (15%), types of
credit used (10%) and new credit
(10%). In turn, a credit score de-
termines the rates a person will
receive on a mortgage, car loan or
credit card, which has a significant
impact on monthly payments.

“With an average score of 667,
Texas consumers won’t necessar-
ily find it difficult to secure credit
but they may end up paying more
in interest than those with a higher
credit score,” Raul Vazquez, co-
founder of LivingWithBadCredit.
com, said. “Many consumers don’t
realize these situations can be
avoided if they educate themselves,
take the time to evaluate their score

and research financing options
available to them.”
HOME

The current state of the hous-
ing market is taking a toll on con-
sumers across the country. Due to
increased inventory and inflated
property values, people are having
difficulty selling their homes – re-
sulting in missed payments, seri-
ous delinquencies and a record
number of foreclosures. As pay-
ment history makes up 35% of a
credit score, lenders are becoming
more conservative and people with
“risky” credit scores (typically con-
sidered to be around 620 and be-
low) are finding themselves pay-
ing thousands extra in interest, or
worse denied for mortgages or re-
financing altogether.

“When applying for a mort-
gage, an extra 50 points can de-
crease monthly payments dramati-
cally or be the deciding factor on
whether a person is approved,”
Anderson said.

For example, with a score of
667 a person can secure an inter-
est rate of approximately 7.4% on
a 30-year fixed mortgage for a
$180,8002 home. This equals a
monthly payment of around
$1,254. However, by increasing
their score to a 700 they could cut
their monthly payment by nearly
$200 and save more than $70,000
in interest overall. Conversely, if
their score drops, the monthly pay-
ment could increase by more than
$600 a month and they could po-
tentially pay an additional

$200,000 in interest.
AUTO
While consumers are finding

it more difficult to secure a mort-
gage, they are finding it easier to
obtain an automobile, thanks to
longer financing options such as a
the new 72-month auto loan. While
this and other longer-term arrange-
ments may lower monthly pay-
ments, the amount of interest paid
can nearly double and a person can
be considered upside-down on a
loan, meaning they owe more than
the car is worth, for years.

A consumer with a score of
667 can secure a monthly payment
of approximately $459 for a 72-
month auto loan on a $28,4513 car
with an interest rate of around
7.7%. Although the monthly pay-
ment is higher for a 36-month auto
loan ($825), they would save
nearly $3,500 in interest overall.
CREDIT CARD

While half of the U.S popula-
tion has an average of at least two
credit cards, consumers in Texas
typically have an average of 3.3. If
they typically carry a high balance
on these cards from month to
month, their credit score will con-
tinue to drop and they will pay a
significant amount in interest.

“The availability of credit
cards has given people more ac-
cess to credit, and to debt, leaving
consumers in situations where they
are spending more than they can
afford,” Rob Anderson, co-founder
of LivingWithBadCredit.com, 

said.
For instance, in Texas if you

were to make the minimum pay-
ment each month on a credit card
with an interest rate of around 15%
(a typical rate for someone with a
score of 667), it would take more
than 28 years to pay off $14,5601
in debt. Alarming since the amount
of money owed makes up 30% of
a credit score. However, by paying
a fixed payment of $400 a month,
the card will be paid off in just 49
months, saving more than $9,000
in interest.

“By paying credit card bills on
time and using only 25% of your
available balance, you can poten-
tially raise your credit score as
much as 50 points or more” Ander-
son said.
THE BOTTOM LINE

“It may be nearly impossible
to live debt-free,” Vazquez aid.
“But, in theory consumers in Phila-
delphia could save tens of thou-
sands of dollars in interest if they
actively understand and improve
their credit situation.”

Even if you can’t secure a loan
or are not planning to purchase a
home, car or apply for a credit
card, it is still important to be
aware of your financial situation.
Following are additional tips to
help consumers improve their
score and live better with less than
perfect credit:

Get a free copy of your credit
report and check if there are any
errors. One in every four reports

has serious enough errors to cause
a negative impact on your credit
score. By law, everyone is entitled
to a free copy of their credit report
every 12 months.

Pay your bills on time
consistently. Find out when your
credit card companies report to the
credit bureau and change your bill-
ing cycle to ensure you pay your
bill before they report.

Don’t pay old bad debt ac-
counts. Instead, let it drop off your
credit report, which takes seven
years. If you pay off an old collec-
tion account it will show up as new
activity and stay on your report for
another seven years.

Close store cards. Store cards
traditionally have low limits, mak-
ing them easier to max out. Plus,
since you can only use them in one
place, they tend to affect your
credit negatively.

Space out new lines of
credit. Taking out too many new
lines of credit in a short period of
time raises red flags and makes you
look like you are desperate and a
greater risk factor.

“Understanding credit may
not be easy,” Vazquez said. “But
taking steps toward learning how
credit factors into everyday life will
put consumers on the right track
toward a more stable financial fu-
ture.”

For more information and a
free personalized credit plan, visit
www.livingwithbadcredit.com.

Texas falls short with average credit score of  667
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