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By Jess Paniszczyn
Dallas Area Rapid Transit

(DART) hosted an open house and
public hearing for the proposed
Northwest Corridor to Irving/
DFW, also known as the Orange
Line at the University of Dallas on
Feb. 28.

“We have been working on the
Irving corridor for some time
now,” John Hoppie, DART’s
project manager of corridor and
environmental planning, said.
“Part of what we have done is an
environmental impact statement.
We are required by federal statue
to have a public hearing associated
with an environmental impact
statement. We are also at the same
time required by state legislation
to have a public hearing when we
make changes to the alignment of

station locations and vertical align-
ments such as grade separations.
We are covering both issues in the
one public hearing today.

“The information currently in
the service plan is an old idea,
which was coming off of the
Mañana spur to the North Irving
Transit Center. The plan has
evolved throughout the years into
what we have now.

“As part of the environmen-
tal impact study, we have gone
through and looked at existing
conditions and determined how
things are going to change when
the rail line comes in. We included
a myriad of factors from cultural
resources to noise and vibrations
to visual impact to park land. Of
any corridor I have worked on, this
one has the least amount of envi-
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ronmental impacts associated with
it, which is unusual. It is also un-
usual in that we don’t have an ex-
isting rail line that we are build-
ing on.

“The most significant envi-
ronmental impact from the federal
government’s perspective is that

part of the line will be in park land.
It is City of Dallas owned park
land. There are no recreational
uses or significant views or noise
sensitive receptors in the area, but
it is dedicated park land. We are
working with the city to place the
alignment in that location.”

Some of the proposed changes
affect Irving’s future rail stations.

“At the North Las Colinas Sta-
tion, we had some parking. We are
probably taking that out as part of
our value engineering. But we do

Facing all the drama of Valentine’s Day, Charlie Brown (Timothy Betts) does not receive Valen-
tines from his classmates Suzie (Carmen Petree), Violet (Vanessa Black) or Freida (India Bur-
ton) lft to rt in Lamar Middle School’s production of the musical You’re a Good Man Charlie
Brown presented in the Nimitz High School auditorium.
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By Jess Paniszczyn
After a little more than a year

of adhering to the smoking ordi-
nance which went into effect on
Jan. 1, 2007, only 53 of Irving’s
450 restaurants permit smoking.

Darrell Hammond, health su-
pervisor for the City of Irving, re-
cently gathered information on
how residents as well as restau-
rants and bars in the city are ad-
justing to the ordinance. As health
supervisor, all complaints made to
the City regarding the smoking
ordinance are referred to Mr.
Hammond.

“Throughout 2007, I had just
a handful of complaints. A couple
of them had to do with patrons who
felt specific restaurants allowed
smoking in more than 30% of the
area. Two or three complaints
came in about people smoking
within 25 feet of entrances to of-
fice buildings. There was also one
regarding someone smoking
within a smoke-free office build-
ing. The other calls were questions
about the ordinance. Considering
the size of the city, these com-
plaints were virtually non-existent.
No complaints came from smok-
ers,” he said.

“Once the ordinance went into
effect, we started the requiring res-
taurants and bars that allow smok-
ing to obtain smoking permits. We
had 75 smoking restaurants. Of

Impact of smokingImpact of smokingImpact of smokingImpact of smokingImpact of smoking
ordinance studiedordinance studiedordinance studiedordinance studiedordinance studied

those, 28 restaurants were
grandfathered, which means they
were not required to have separate
ventilation systems. Twenty-nine
restaurants had separate ventila-
tion systems. And 18 were defined
as sports cafés and are not required
to have separate ventilation sys-
tems.

“To qualify as a sports café,
the establishment must have a bar
with seating and serve alcohol. The
restaurant must have video equip-
ment for sports related viewing and
they must have some sort of gam-
ing device, such as a dartboard,
pool table or electronic game. This
definition has allowed places that
really are not sports cafés to gain
that status. There are only about
10 or 12 true sports cafés in the
city.

“In 2008, the grandfather
clause went away for all of these
establishments unless they quali-
fied as a sports café. The result of
that is we went from 75 smoking
restaurants down to 53. There are
22 now with separate ventilation
systems. And 32 qualified as sports
cafés. Twenty-two places have
gone smoke-free.

“There are approximately 450
total restaurants in Irving that
could have smoking. So 53 are
about 12% of that number. From

Provided by Mark Ball 
The Texas Transportation

Commission agreed Thursday with
the voters by unanimously approv-
ing the Lone Star Texas design as
the state’s new general-issue li-
cense plate.

The plate, which took the top
spot among five design selections
in an online vote earlier this
month, features the big Texas sky
with wide brushes of blue and red,
the familiar Lone Star, and the
mountains of West Texas. The
plate design received 455,878 of
the more than 1.1 million votes
cast.

“As one of the online voters
told us, this license plate design
shows the majesty of our state, and
we agree,” Hope Andrade, interim
Transportation Commission chair-
man, said. “We feel honored to be
able to give Texans the plate of
their choice.”

New license plate design approNew license plate design approNew license plate design approNew license plate design approNew license plate design approvedvedvedvedved
By law, the Transportation

Commission must approve the
state’s general-issue license plate,
but commissioners wanted to hear

from Texans and authorized the
first online design selection in the
state’s history.

See BENEFITS, Page 12

See LICENSE, Page 3

See TREND, Page 3
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POLICE & FIRE

The Irving Rambler
newspaper is hiring! We
are a very cool community
and we’re looking for a
dedicated outside adver-
tising sales professional to
join our advertising sales
team.

Sell advertising space
to local businesses to help
with their advertising
needs. This is a fun, fast-
paced position that re-
quires an individual who
is organized, people-ori-
ented and willing to work
hard in a creative environ-
ment.

Previous sales experi-
ence is a plus but not re-
quired. Previous media
sales experience is a defi-
nite plus but not essential.
Must possess own vehicle
and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will
have exceptional commu-
nication and selling skills,
a strong work ethic, a
positive attitude, excellent
manners, work well with
others and a desire to
grow with us.

We are looking to fill
this position immediately.
If you feel you have what
it takes to take us to the
next level, please email
your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com;
or call 214-675-6493.

The sky’s
the limit

cashier and demanded all of the
money from the register. Although
no weapon was displayed, the
cashier thought the suspect had a
gun. The suspect ran out of the
store and fled the scene.  
Aggravated Robbery: 02-24-
08 at 7:19 a.m.  An unknown male
entered the Fina Mart in the 1300
block of E. Grauwyler. The suspect
displayed a hand gun and de-
manded money. 

Aggravated Robbery: 02-24-
08 at 7:25 a.m.  An unknown male
entered the Texaco in the 1300
block of E. SH 183. The suspect
displayed a hand gun and de-
manded money. 

Residential Fire: 02-24-08 at 6:43
p.m.  Officers responded to the

house fire in the 100 block of
Conner Ct. Upon arrival the house
was fully engulfed and the resi-
dences were not injured and were
going to stay with other family
members. Cause was believed to be
from a space heater, IFD arson in-
vestigator notified.

Aggravated Robbery: 02-24-
08 at 8:08 p.m.  The victim was
unloading groceries in the parking
lot of an apartment complex in the
2300 block of N MacArthur. A
male approached and produced a
black handgun and demanded
money. The suspect took $1 and
ran north. There were three other
robberies in the vicinity which may
involve the same suspect.

Aggravated Assault: 02-25-08 at
12:05 a.m.  Officers were dis-
patched to a stabbing in an alley
way in the 18400 block W Pioneer
Dr. between an apartment complex
and restaurant located just to the
east. The two male victims, who
were somewhat uncooperative,
advised that an unknown suspect
approached them and attacked
them with a knife. The suspect was
not located and one victim was
transported to PMH for stitches to
his abdomen.

Aggravated Robbery: 02-25-
08 at 11:52 a.m.  The suspect en-
tered the Check N Go in the 3900
block of N Belt Line Rd. The sus-
pect produced a hand gun, and had

R/P lock the businesses door. Then,
he ordered the safe open. He took
a bank bag, locked R/P in the bath-
room and fled.

Suspicious Persons: 02-26-08 at
7:49 a.m.  An officer received info
about two suspicious males in the
3200 block W Walnut Hill. He con-
tacted one of the males. The officer
left the location for a few minutes
and returned. As the officer was
walking through the area, he ob-
served the second male opening a
window to an apartment. A foot
chase ensued and the officer caught
the suspect. While following up on
this arrest with Inv Gentry, the of-
ficer learned there was an out-
standing Burglary PC warrant for
the first subject. The officer re-
turned to the location, located the
subject, and arrested him.

Theft / Evading Arrest: 02-26-08
at 1:27 p.m.  An officer observed a
male running from Dillard’s in the
Irving Mall with a large bag in his
hand. The suspect fled in a vehicle
and refused to stop. The vehicle
had warrants associated to the
LP. After a short vehicle chase to
west city limits, suspect fled on foot
into river bottoms. The officer
chased suspect on foot for approx.
¼ mile. Then, suspect turned on
the officer and approached in an
aggressive manner. The officer ef-
fectively deployed the taser. The
suspect was caught without further
problems. 

Ambulances went into overload five times.
Structure fire was the Log Cabin at Centennial Park. Cause

is under investigation.
Ambulances went into overload twice.

Irving Fire Department responded to 263 incidents.
The Fire incidents

76 Miscellaneous Fire
        and Rescue Calls
  2 Structure Fires
  0 Special Operations
  4  Vehicle Fires

Comments:

Medical calls
  8 Major Accidents
66 Major Medical
14 Heart Attacks
39 Difficulty Breathing
30 Trauma Related
24 CPR Situations

Irving Fire Department
Activity summary Feb. 21-27, 2008

02-21:

02-25:

02-24:

Robbery: 02-21-08
at 10:49 p.m.  Two
victims and a female
guest were in an
apartment in the 4000

block of N. Beltline. The female
was leaving the apartment and
opened the door when two male
suspects entered the apartment
while displaying handguns. One of
the males held the victims at gun-
point while the other suspect
“cleared” the remainder of the
apartment. The suspects then took
the victims wallets and cell
phones.

Robbery: 02-23-08 at 5:32 p.m.
The suspect entered the Big Lots
store, selected a blue robe and a
pair of work gloves, and put the
items on. He then approached the

Provided by Audra London
The Irving FASTSIGNS® sign

and graphics center, owned by Jeff
Youngblood and Cory Merchant,
was named a winner of the Blue
Ribbon Small Business Award,
given by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.

The Blue Ribbon Small Busi-
ness Award, sponsored by Sam’s
Club, honors businesses that excel
in a variety of selection criteria, in-
cluding financial performance and
business history, staff training and
motivation, community involve-

IrIrIrIrIrving Fving Fving Fving Fving FASTSIGNSASTSIGNSASTSIGNSASTSIGNSASTSIGNS® ® ® ® ® receives honor from U.Sreceives honor from U.Sreceives honor from U.Sreceives honor from U.Sreceives honor from U.S..... Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce
ment, customer service, and busi-
ness planning. The award is part
of the Chamber’s Small Business
of the Year selection process.

The Irving FASTSIGNS cen-
ter was nominated for the award
by the Irving Chamber of Com-
merce.

“What a great feeling! We are
so proud of our staff for their com-
mitment and willingness to ‘give
back’ to our community,” Jeff
Youngblood, who purchased the
FASTSIGNS center in 2005, said.
“To be recognized by the U.S.

Chamber for those efforts is quite
rewarding.”

“Winners of the Blue Ribbon
Small Business Award represent
the country’s finest small business
success stories,” Tom Donohue,
U.S. Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent and CEO, said. “Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of
America’s economy, representing
more than 99% of all employers,
creating three-fourths of all new
jobs, and accounting for more than
one-half of the nation’s gross do-
mestic product.”

Winners of the award from

around the country will be honored
at America’s Small Business Sum-
mit 2008 April 16 - 18, in Wash-
ington, D.C. One Blue Ribbon
Small Business will be selected
from each of seven regions as a fi-
nalist for the U.S. Chamber Small
Business of the Year Award. The
Irving FASTSIGNS center is in the
running for that honor. One of the
seven finalists will go on to be
named the 2008 Small Business of
the Year.

Youngblood encourages other
small business to get involved with
their local communities and cham-

bers of commerce. It has been a big
boost both professionally as well
as personally.

“Devote the time and effort to
deserving projects and causes. It
can open doorways to fantastic op-
portunities. Your local chamber is
key to making those connections
and introductions,” he said.

Jeff Youngblood and Cory
Merchant’s FASTSIGNS center
serves the Irving/Las Colinas area.
It is located at 4070 N Belt Line
Rd., Suite 114.

FASTSIGNS® sign and graph-
ics centers use innovation and
technology to make the sign buy-
ing process simple by offering con-
sulting, design, production, file
transfer, delivery and installation
for a full range of custom sign and
graphic products. For more infor-
mation, visit www.fastsigns.com.



214-675-6493The Irving Rambler  February 28, 2008 Page 3

“It was wonderful the way
Texans embraced this opportu-
nity,” Andrade said. “People were
talking about the e-Vote at their
places of work, in classrooms and
with their families.”

Almost 10,000 Texans sent e-
mails explaining why they voted
for a particular design, and many
of them thanked the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation for allow-
ing them to be a part of the license
plate selection.

“The commissioners appreci-

ated all of your e-mails, the
thoughtful and often heartfelt ex-
pressions of why you selected one
design over another,” Andrade
said. “While many of you ex-
pressed your appreciation to us, we
are the ones who want to thank all
of you for participating in the de-
sign selection.”

Manufacturing of the new
general-issue license plate will be-
gin in early 2009. The new plate
will feature seven-character, alpha-
numeric plate patterns. The new
plate pattern is necessary because

TxDOT will run out of the current
six-digit license plate number com-
binations by the end of this year.

”Texas is a growing state,”
TxDOT Vehicle Title and Regis-
tration Division Director Rebecca
Davio said. “We’re home to a thou-
sand new people every day, and
that means more cars, truck and
buses on our roads. You often hear
TxDOT talk about that growth in
terms of road capacity, but it af-
fects everything we do from tran-
sit to maintenance to the license
plates we all put on our cars.”
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The Irving Archives, a divi-
sion of the Irving Public Library
System, will present an exhibit on
the history of Irving at the Old Red
Museum of Dallas County History
and Culture from March 5–April
12.

The display of photographs,
documents and artifacts will depict
the development of the Irving area,
the surrounding farming commu-

Lyric Stage presents the twelfth annual DALLAS
DIVAS! concert in the Irving Arts Center’s Carpenter
Performance Hall, March 7 – 8 at 8:00 p.m.

“What good is sitting alone in your room? Come
hear the music play.” Lyricist Fred Ebb said it per-
fectly. Join the Dallas Divas as they celebrate the music
of John Kander and Fred Ebb. The vast range of hu-
man experience is explored in song after song by one
of Broadway’s most daring and successful teams. This
revue features gems from their career in theatre, film
and television, spotlighting songs from “Cabaret;”
“Chicago;” “Kiss of the Spiderwoman” and more.

Lyric Stage Founding Producer Steven Jones as-
sembled five of North Texas’ leading ladies for this
annual event. The 2008 Divas include Catherine Car-
penter Cox, Julie Johnson, Stacia Goad Malone, Sally
Soldo and Amy Stevenson. Dallas’ Diva of Directors,
Cheryl Denson, will stage the evening. Scott A. Eckert
will conduct the Lyric Stage Orchestra.

Tickets are $29.00 and are available online at
www.lyricstage.org or by calling the box office at 972-
252-2787.

Lyric Stage presents
DALLAS DIVAS!

Archives presents eArchives presents eArchives presents eArchives presents eArchives presents exhibit at Dallas’xhibit at Dallas’xhibit at Dallas’xhibit at Dallas’xhibit at Dallas’ Old Red Museum Old Red Museum Old Red Museum Old Red Museum Old Red Museum
nities of the 1800s, and the found-
ing of the town of Irving in 1903.
It traces Irving’s growth from a
small suburb to a vibrant city,
which is now home to eight cor-
porate headquarters of Fortune
1000 companies and Dallas/Fort
Worth International Airport, the
world’s third busiest.

The exhibit will be available
for viewing from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday through Saturday, and
from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. The
site of the exhibit is the recently
renovated Old Red Court House,
located at 100 S. Houston St. in
downtown Dallas.

“The Old Red Museum is a
wonderful venue, and we are glad
to have this opportunity to share
Irving’s history with a wider audi-
ence,” Jan Hart, senior archivist,

said. Museum staff selected Irving
as the first city to present an ex-
hibit in a series that will focus on
municipalities in Dallas County.

The Irving Archives collects
and preserves the history of Irving
and its residents and the early com-
munities that became part of the

city. For more information, call
972-721-3729 or e-mail
jhart@cityofirving.com. To learn
more about the Old Red Museum
of Dallas County History and Cul-
ture, call 214-745-1100 or e-mail
info@oldred.org or visit
www.oldred.org.

Continued from page 1

License plate to be issued in 2009

Julie Johnson

2007 to 2008 there was a 28% re-
duction in the number of smoking
restaurants.”

In the future, the city council
may decide to strengthen the smok-
ing ordinance to make it harder for
restaurants to continue allowing
smoking.

“I recommend to the council
that now we don’t do anything.
The ordinance is working well. We
are not getting complaints. The
smokers still have places they can
go smoke. Non-smokers have
plenty of restaurants to enjoy that
are smoke-free. Our ordinance is
kind of a compromise between
people who wanted to ban smok-
ing completely and the smokers
who wanted to be able to smoke
anywhere they wanted.

“I don’t think the council
should consider making any
changes to the ordinance for at
least a year. With the current ordi-
nance, people have gone out and
purchased separate ventilation sys-

tems, they may have added gam-
ing equipment or video equipment
to meet the requirements of the
current ordinance. Some of them
made these changes in the month
of December. We shouldn’t turn
around right now and say, we are
going to tighten the requirements
or we are not going to allow sepa-
rate ventilation or sports cafés.
They need to have some time to
take advantage of the money they
have spent to keep their smoking
status,” he said.

The City of Irving is not alone
in restricting smoking.

“About 18 major cities in the
state of Texas, like Dallas, El Paso,
Houston and San Antonio, have
gone smoke-free,” Mr. Hammond
said. “A few allow smoking with
walled separation and ventilation.
And we found 12 other smaller cit-
ies that are smoke-free. So in total
about 31 Texas cities are smoke-
free. Twenty-two states have
banned smoking completely in

both restaurants and bars. Nine
other states have banned smoking
in restaurants only, but still allow
smoking in bars.

“I think the writing is on the
wall. All cities will ban smoking
in restaurants in the near future. It
is just a matter of when your city
falls in line. The state could at any
time ban smoking in restaurants
and, or bars throughout Texas.
They could ban smoking every-
where except in your home or your
car.

“Because of the health rea-
sons, eventually all smoking in
public buildings will be banned. I
would bet my house that 10 years
from now, the whole country will
be that way. I could be wrong. But
five years ago there were not 22
states that had smoking bans.
There might have been half a
dozen. So every year, more and
more cities and states are consid-
ering smoking bans,” Mr.
Hammond said.

Continued from page 1
TTTTTrend of cities banning smoking continuesrend of cities banning smoking continuesrend of cities banning smoking continuesrend of cities banning smoking continuesrend of cities banning smoking continues
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We Have Moved  to

10% OFF
Any Purchase

With This ad.
PPPPParararararticipating Dealers Onlyticipating Dealers Onlyticipating Dealers Onlyticipating Dealers Onlyticipating Dealers Only

Hwy 183

Grauwyler Rd

Antique Mall

Bob and his wife, Sherlene
moved to Irving in 1957 and have
been residents and property own-
ers in this city since then. They
have two children who were born
here and went to school here.
Paula, their daughter, graduated
from NTSU and taught in the Irv-
ing Independent School District.
Paula is married to Dr. Mike
Marsh and has given Bob and
Sherlene three wonderful grand-
children. Their son, Niles, has
lived in Irving since graduating
from TWU and is a sales represen-
tative for a local manufacturing
firm.

Bob and Sherlene have been
married for over 50 years. Sherlene
owned and operated Sherl Romano
Drafting Shop in Irving for several
years after working for SWBT and
a Dallas engineering firm. Bob
spent 41/2 years active duty in the
USAF during the Korean War era
before going to work for IBM. Bob
retired from IBM after spending
nearly 30 years in technical, ad-
ministrative, management, and
executive positions.

Bob has an associate degree
from NLC and has completed sev-
eral technical and management
courses while in the military and
while employed by IBM. Bob also
served as president of the IBM
quarter century club.

Since retirement, Bob has
been very active in the Irving com-
munity and has devoted much of
his time serving Irving and its citi-
zens. Here is a list of some of the
things Bob has worked on in the

I’m running for the same rea-
sons I decided to join the United
States Navy — I believe we’re all
called to serve.

 believe the constituents of
House District 105 deserve better
representation. They need a Rep-
resentative who will be indepen-
dent minded and will not be
swayed by partisan politics in Aus-
tin. That is exactly what I can of-
fer. I have spent the last 15 years
of my life serving our country as a
Navy officer, developing leader-
ship skills. That experience,
coupled with my education and
training - a Master’s degree in
Business from the University of
Dallas, a Master’s in Political Sci-
ence, and a law degree from SMU
- prepared me to study, understand
and address the kind of complex
issues and tough choices facing the
legislature. Most importantly, I
have the energy to restore effective
leadership in HD 105.

I’m proud to have earned the
endorsements of the Dallas Morn-
ing News, Texas State Teachers

Rea runs for Texas’
House District 105

Association, Irving Education As-
sociation, and the Dallas County
Young Democrats. I am also hon-
ored to have the support of Con-
gresswomen Eddie Bernice
Johnson and General Wesley
Clark.

As your next State Represen-
tative, my top priorities include:
Educating the Next Generation

Tuition costs at Texas colleges
have nearly doubled over the past
few years — sending the wrong
message to our youth and limiting
Texas’ ability to compete in the
economy. I understand that mak-
ing college affordable is about in-
vesting in the future, and I’ll fight
to put a cap on tuition to make sure
the door to a college education
stays open for working families.
Honoring Working Families

I believe that the politics down
in Austin disrespect working class
families. As parents work longer
and longer hours, the state funds a
smaller and smaller percentage of
our public schools. I will fight to
support our public schools, and
honor working families by control-
ling rising utility bills and insur-
ing affordable health care for Tex-
ans.
Clearing the Air For Our
Children’s Health

Cleaning the skies in the DFW
area is no longer a choice. Rising
rates of asthma in our children is
directly related to corporate pollut-
ers. We need to reward and attract
environmentally-friendly busi-
nesses and protect the health of our
children the time to clear the air is
now.
Funding Research To Find A
Cure For Cancer

Texas is in the process of tak-
ing a bold step forward to becom-
ing the leader in cancer research
— generating jobs and advancing
science to help find cures to dis-
eases that touch all our families.
My mother is a two-time cancer
survivor, and I’ll make sure we
continue to move forward to pro-
tect the health for all our families.

If you would like to find out
more my stance on the issues, I en-
courage you to visit my website at
www.ElectJimRea.com

Bob Romano, a Democrat, for
State Representative in Irving

City of Irving.
· Served on the Irving City
Council
· Served on the Irving Planning
and Zoning Commission
· Founder and original chair-
man for the Irving Veterans Me-
morial Park – worked seven years
to take the park from an idea to a
reality and dedication
· Served on the Irving Preser-
vation and Redevelopment Board
· Served on the Dart Advisory
Board
· Served with the Irving Com-
munity Development Corporation
· Served as treasurer on the
committee for the right to vote

Bob’s dedication and experi-
ence in the city of Irving qualifies
him to serve as your State Repre-
sentative in Austin. Bob is not
funded by special interest groups
from out side the city. He is not a
short time resident of Irving, rent-
ing an apartment here to qualify
as a resident. Bob has watched the
city grow and understands the
needs for Irving and its residents.
Bob will work hard to represent
Irving in Austin.

Irving needs a State Represen-
tative who will serve Irving and its
citizens, not special; interest
groups from outside the city.

Bob can be elected in Novem-
ber because he knows the district
and has the experiences to face the
competition in November.

Please consider bob Romano,
a democrat, for state representative
in the primary race and in the No-
vember general election.

CANDIDATES POLITICAL OPINIONS

Hours of operation:
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11-6

Saturday 11-5
Sunday 12-5

Put a PPut a PPut a PPut a PPut a Paaaaaw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearw print in your hearttttt
and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!and a best friend at home!

The precious pets
at the DFW Hu-
mane Society
would like to
bring a lifetime of

Come adopt a new
family member today!

1611 W, Irving Blvd.
Irving, Texas 75061
972-253-3333

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

love and happiness into your home!!

Read the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper onlineRead the newspaper online

Once a person officially
files as a candidate with the
City of Irving to run for the
mayor’s position or for a city
council position, The Irving
Rambler allows those candi-
dates to make a 500 word state-
ment at no cost for publication
in an issue of The Rambler.

The purpose of this state-
ment is to allow readers insight
into the concerns, character
and promises of the candi-
dates. This is as direct commu-
nication to the readers by the
candidates as is possible. As
such, no assertions by the can-
didates are challenged, and no
facts are checked by the paper
at the time of the statement’s
printing. The information pre-
sented is designed to help read-
ers who are voting members of
the Irving community to reach
their own conclusions about a
candidate.

However, personal attacks
either on other candidates or
individuals in the community
and the use of vulgar language
will be removed by the paper
prior to printing.

Extra help needed for
two month promotion
Starts April 1 and ends May 31st

Previous sales experience is a plus but not required. Previous media sales experience
is a definite plus but not essential. Must possess own vehicle and valid driver’s license.
The ideal candidate will have exceptional communication and selling skills, a strong work
ethic, a positive attitude, excellent manners, work well with others.

We are looking to fill this position immediately. Please email your resume to
Irving@IrvingRambler.com; or call 214-676-1114.

The Irving Rambler is getting ready to hold a newspaper auction.
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4525 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4527 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4600 Sally B Elliot Elem School 1900 S Story Rd Irving 75060
4601 Sally B Elliot Elem School 1900 S Story Rd Irving 75060
4602 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4603 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4604 Nimitz High School 100 W Oakdale Rd Irving 75060
4605 Otis Brown Elem School 2501 W 10th St Irving 75060
4606 Kirkwood United

Methodist Church 2232 W 5th St Irving 75060
4607 Irving Public Library 801 W Irving Blvd Irving 75060
4608 Oak Haven United

Methodist Church 1600 N Irving Heights Dr Irving 75061
4609 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4610 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4611 L B Barton Elem School 2931 Conflans Rd Irving 75061
4612 Irving Fire Station # 2 1308 N Story Rd Irving 75061
4613 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4614 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4615 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4616 Oak Haven United

Methodist Church 1600 N Irving Heights Dr Irving 75061
4617 Oak Haven United

Methodist Church 1600 N Irving Heights Dr Irving 75061
4618 L B Barton Elem School 2931 Conflans Rd Irving 75061
4619 Lively Elem School 1800 W Plymouth Dr Irving 75061
4620 Oak Haven United

Methodist Church 1600 N Irving Heights Dr Irving 75061
4621 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4622 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4623 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4624 A S Johnston Elem School 2801 Rutgers Dr Irving 75062
4625 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4626 Macarthur High School 3700 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75062
4627 Woodhaven Pres Church 3650 N O’connor Rd Irving 75062
4628 Irving Fire Station # 8 650 E Las Colinas Blvd Irving 75039
4629 Irving Fire Station # 8 650 E Las Colinas Blvd Irving 75039
4630 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4631 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4632 T. J. Lee Elem School 1600 Carlisle St Irving 75062
4633 Travis Jr High School 1600 Finley Rd Irving 75062
4634 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4635 North Lake College 5001 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75038
4636 North Lake College 5001 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75038
4637 Mustang Rec Center 2223 Kinwest Parkway Irving 75063
4638 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4639 Mustang Rec Center 2223 Kinwest Parkway Irving 75063
4640 Mustang Rec Center 2223 Kinwest Parkway Irving 75063
4641 Barbara Bush Mid School 515 Cowboy Pkwy Irving 75063
4642 Valley Ranch Branch

Library 9940 W. Valley Ranch Pkwy Irving 75063
4643 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4644 Freeman Elem School 8757 W Valley Ranch Pkwy Irving 75063
4645 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4646 Macarthur High School 3700 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75062
4647 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4648 T. J. Lee Elem School 1600 Carlisle St Irving 75062
4649 Travis Jr High School 1600 Finley Rd Irving 75062
4650 Mustang Rec Center 2223 Kinwest Parkway Irving 75063
4651 Barbara Bush Mid School 515 Cowboy Pkwy Irving 75063

4525 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4527 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4600 Sally B Elliot Elem School 1900 S Story Rd Irving 75060
4601 Sally B Elliot Elem School 1900 S Story Rd Irving 75060
4602 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4603 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4604 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4605 Otis Brown Elem School 2501 W 10th St Irving 75060
4606 Otis Brown Elem School 2501 W 10th St Irving 75060
4607 Lee Britain Elem School 631 Edmondson Dr Irving 75060
4608 J R Good Elem School 1200 E Union Bower Rd Irving 75061
4609 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4610 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4611 L B Barton Elem School 2931 Conflans Rd Irving 75061
4612 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4613 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4614 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4615 Irving High School 900 N O’connor Rd Irving 75061
4616 J R Good Elem School 1200 E Union Bower Rd Irving 75061
4617 J R Good Elem School 1200 E Union Bower Rd Irving 75061
4618 David Crockett Jr High 2431 Hancock St Irving 75061
4619 David Crockett Jr High 2431 Hancock St Irving 75061
4620 J R Good Elem School 1200 E Union Bower Rd Irving 75061
4621 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4622 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4623 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4624 A S Johnston Elem School 2801 Rutgers Dr Irving 75062
4625 A S Johnston Elem School 2801 Rutgers Dr Irving 75062
4626 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4627 Irving Fire Station # 8 650 E Las Colinas Blvd Irving 75039
4628 Irving Fire Station # 8 650 E Las Colinas Blvd Irving 75039
4629 Irving Fire Station # 8 650 E Las Colinas Blvd Irving 75039
4630 Thomas Haley Elem School  3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4631 A S Johnston Elem School   2801 Rutgers Dr Irving 75062
4632 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4633 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4634 Thomas Haley Elem School 3601 Cheyenne St Irving 75062
4635 North Lake College 5001 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75038
4636 North Lake College 5001 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75038
4637 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trl Irving 75063
4638 North Lake College 5001 N Macarthur Blvd Irving 75038
4639 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4640 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4641 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4642 Cimarron Rec Center 201 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4643 Cimarron Rec Center 201 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4644 Cimarron Rec Center 201 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4645 J O Davis Elem School 310 Davis Dr Irving 75061
4646 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4647 A S Johnston Elem School 2801 Rutgers Dr Irving 75062
4648 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4649 John J Brandenburg

Elem School 2800 Hillcrest Dr Irving 75062
4650 Tom Landry Elem School 265 Red River Trail Irving 75063
4651 Bush Middle School 515 Cowboy’s Pkwy Irving 75063

Democratic Primary Election
March 4, 2008

Election Day Polling Locations
Polls open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm

Republican Primary Election
March 4, 2008

Election Day Polling Locations
Polls open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm

By Doug Heye
Just when you thought the

government couldn’t possibly
waste money any faster, the U.S.
Mint has decided to launch a
President’s Day blowout sale - the
kind of desperate marketing ploy
usually reserved for bankrupt mat-
tress stores.

The Mint has just released its
fifth in a series of little-noticed
presidential dollar coins, this one
featuring James Monroe. But with
zero consumer interest and metal
piling up in its warehouses, the
Mint has launched a Hail-Mary
marketing strategy — partnering
with a distributor to give them
away for free.

Wait — what? The Mint is
giving away free money?  Well,
sort of.

Apparently, the Presidential
dollars are so unpopular that the
Mint’s partner has resorted to
throwing them in with the pur-
chase of a $28 “commemorative
collectors’ frame.”

In other words, our govern-

ment is employing sales tactics
normally reserved for late-night
infomercials. But instead of, say,
an extra week’s supply of weight-
loss pills or a custom-grip filet
knife, you’re getting legal tender.

Shocking, huh? One would
have thought that Americans
would be just thrilled about carry-
ing around sacks full of heavy,
shiny coins. After all, there’s noth-
ing more dramatic — or more
practical — then paying your bill
with a bunch of loose change.

Thus far, the Mint has spent
at least $5 million promoting the
new series. Of course, it’s possible
that it will find someone who is
interested in the coins if it puts
them on Overstock.com. But then
again, the coins are already free.
And still nobody wants them.

The public’s apathy is hardly
a surprise. Every dollar coin cam-
paign has been an embarrassing
and costly failure.

Remember the Susan B. An-
thony dollar? Introduced in 1979,
it took officials only a year (and

900 million coins) to notice that it
bore a striking resemblance to the
quarter — which, you know, is
worth less than a dollar. The U.S.
Mint quickly stopped producing
them, and by 1981, the coins had
essentially dropped out of circula-
tion.

The Mint gave it another go
in 2000 with the Sacagawea dol-
lar — and spent nearly $70 mil-
lion promoting the coin. The tab
covered a garish float in the 1999
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
in New York City, a promotional
sweepstakes featured on Cheerios
boxes in supermarkets across the
country, and a $40 million ad blitz
starring a back-from-the-dead talk-
ing George Washington.

That’s your tax dollars at
work. And needless to say, that
campaign didn’t work either.

The Sacagawea dollar proved
so unpopular that its production
was halted less than two years af-
ter its introduction. In 2005, the
Federal Reserve reported that it
had more than 200 million un-

wanted coins in storage.
Yet Mint officials remain reso-

lute when confronted with history.
And they’re banking on these new
James Monroe dollars to succeed
where those bearing the faces of
his forebears failed.

Anyone with an ounce of com-
mon sense — or an ounce of com-
mon cents — knows that dollar
coins will never catch on as com-
mon currency. Relative to bills,
they’re just plain annoying. You
see, men and women alike prefer
to carry their money in wallets. Not
medieval satchels.

Coins are also more expensive
to produce than paper money. The

The U.S. Mint: Where’s its common cents?
Mint says it will save in the long
run, though, because coins have a
longer circulation life, and so don’t
have to be replaced as frequently.
But the dubious economics that
underpin those savings can only be
realized if people actually use the
coins. Which they don’t.

When it comes to dollar coins,
it doesn’t matter if they feature
James Monroe or Marilyn Monroe.
Americans have no interest in
them — even if they come with a
tacky display case. Taxpayers and
consumers alike should tell the
Mint to keep the change.

Doug Heye is a freelance
writer in Washington.
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425 W. Irving Blvd. at O’Connor

(972) 253-7335
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Metro (817) 498-7079
And our new location at

310 Mitchell Rd., Mansfield, TX
Metro (817) 477-3383

Visit Our Other Locations at
5912 Denton Hwy., Watauga, TX

Serving Irving For Over 35 Years

For Take Out Call SPECIALS
EVERY

DAY!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””“““““Where   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   EatsWhere   Irving   Meets   &   Eats”””””

Family Dining
Homestyle Cooking

All You Can Eat Food Bar After 5 p.m.
Lite-eaters Selection

Mungles
on Movies

Matt is a member of the North Texas
Film Critics Association (NTFCA) and
hosts the weekly syndicated Indie
Rock Radio Show Spin 180. Plus with
his wife Cindy they do a weekly radio
feature, The Mungles on Movies. For
additional reviews and interview clips
visit www.mungleshow.com.

Opinions expressed in any com-
mentary are those of the writer, and
not necessarily those of The Irving
Rambler, the publisher, editor, or any
staff member.

By Matt Mungle
Title: Semi-Pro
Rated: R

These movies are rare but
come along from time to time. A
film where I have already wasted
90 plus minutes watching it, and
now for me to have to give even
more of my life to write about it
just makes me that much more dis-
gusted.

My first reaction is to just say
skip this film. Stay home and stick
your hand in the garbage disposal.
It will be less painful and go a lot
faster. This could possibly be the
worst film I have ever seen. And I
have seen a lot of bad movies. So
this review is more therapeutic for
me to try and understand why this
was even thought to be funny. So
bear with me on this one because I
have to vent a little. I will still stay
true to my journalistic beliefs and
will just tell it like it is. And if it
matters, the film is about a Bas-
ketball team owner/coach/player
(Ferrell) in the 70’s trying to get
his ABA team merged into the
NBA.

Let me first say that I am a
huge Will Ferrell fan. Like many
funny men and women he can say
just about anything and it is hilari-
ous to me. But you have to give
him something clever to say. There
were people in the screening
laughing at everything he uttered
because it was Will. I wanted to
ask them, are you really listening
to the words coming out of his face
or are you just laughing because
you think you have to? I blame the
writers of course. When you have
a talent like Ferrell, and a setting
like the 1970’s basketball era, you
have the makings of what could be
a slam dunk comedy. But the idi-
ots writing the script decided that
instead of penning anything clever
they would instead just fill it full
of crude, redundant, thoughtless
chatter.

I can picture them in my mind
setting around a table. They are

trying to decide what the charac-
ter should say next and coming up
with nothing so they decide, “well,
let’s just have him cuss out his
teammate and talk about his sexual
preference.” Then five minutes
later they still have no ideas and
decide to just copy and paste the
same stupid, Neanderthal line they
used earlier. It was ridiculous. I
was embarrassed for the people in
the theater who were laughing. Did
they check their brain at the door?

Let’s use Anchorman as an ex-
ample of what worked. Though it
was crude at times it made clever
use of the era of 70’s broadcast-
ing, clothes, etc, to develop these
witty lines and expressions. Sure
it was stupid at times, but it
worked. There are many lines from
that film that I quote often. They
put some thought behind the stu-
pidity. Here they let stupid run
rampant. My hope is that after the
screenings they will go into the
editing room and revamp this some
to try and make it at least decent.
At the time I am writing this the
preview trailer says the rating is
pending. Maybe they are thinking
if cutting the foulness out. The
screening I saw, there was no way
this would be less than a strong R
rating simply due to the unneces-
sary crude language. These are
grown men and they have written
a script as if they are 13 years old
and trying to cuss for the first time.
It is such a waste of Will’s talent.
The couple of scenes that do work,
and they are few, are when they are
making fun of the era they are por-
traying. Why even go to the trouble
of creating characters if they are
never going to say anything in
character?

Anyway, I am done with this
film and unfortunately writing all
of this didn’t work as therapy ei-
ther. I don’t feel any better and still
want to bury this film and keep ev-
eryone I can from seeing it. There
is way too much out there to spend
your hard earned buck on so stay

as far away from this as you can.
Go rent Blades of Glory or Anchor-
man. At least those made an at-
tempt at humor and many times
succeeded. And Will? He needs to
rethink what he is doing before he
runs his entire career in the
ground. I don’t give this film any-
thing. I gave it my time which was
more than it deserved. Hmm,
maybe a do feel a little better now.

Semi-Pro is worse
than amateur

Over 1000 students attended
the Health Occupations Students of
America (HOSA) Area V Leader-
ship Conference’s opening cer-
emonies held at The Studios of Las
Colinas Feb. 22-23. The students
then traveled to The Academy
where over 40 different competi-
tive events took place.

“We think of HOSA as a pro-
fessional organization for our
medical students,” Debra Johnson,
a Health Science Technology
teacher for The Academy and
HOSA chairperson for the leader-
ship conference, said. “HOSA is
co-curricular with our Health Sci-
ence Technology curriculum. It is
an integral, important part of the
curriculum we teach our medical
students. HOSA teaches leader-
ship, communications and charac-
ter development. It also allows our
students to network with
healthcare professionals.

“The Area V Leadership Con-
ference required over 100
healthcare professionals to act as
judges for the events. So it is an
excellent way for our students to
see healthcare professionals in ac-
tion. It gives students the opportu-
nity to talk and work with profes-
sionals in the medical community.”

The Academy seniors received
the gold medal in Outstanding
HOSA Chapter and will advance

to the state competition in Austin,
April 9-12. This event requires a
scrapbook prepared by chapter
members describing the chapter’s
yearly HOSA program of activities,
including such items as: verifica-
tion of membership, officers, local
activities participation, state par-
ticipation, and community activi-
ties.

Seniors Reena Patel and
Waziha Samin took 1st place and
the gold medal in Career Health
Display. Reena and Waziha also
made it to the state round for the
Kaiser Healthcare Issues Exam.
Senior Devanshi Somaya took 3rd

place in Dental Spelling and se-
nior Michelle Choi will advance
to State in Veterinary Assisting.
David Rabanales took the 1st place
medal in First Aid/Rescue Breath-
ing for the second year in a row.
Senior Public Service Announce-
ment team consisting of Yolani
Madrid, Andrea Martinez, Jasmine
John and Janet Hernandez took 4th

place and Haylee Gill took 4th place
in Medical Assisting-Clinical.
Haylee also advanced to the State
round for the Kaiser Healthcare
Issues Exam.

Junior Amy Villarreal took 2nd

place, silver medal in Prepared
Speaking. CERT (Certified Emer-
gency Response Team) consisting
of Jose Hernandez and Tin Pham
took the 1st place gold medal ad-
vancing them to the state compe-
tition. Sara Islam placed 4th in Ex-
temporaneous Speaking and also
taking 4th place was the Biomedi-
cal Debate team members Ankita
Krishnan, Susan Almasri, Eliza-
beth Mathew and Sean Diaz.

Sophomore Hisham Afifi
placed 3rd in Medical Spelling.
Farhan Sahawneh placed 4th in
Prepared Speaking.

HOSA advisors/teachers for
The Academy are Pam Hastings,
R.N., Beverly Fenley, R.N., Walter
Keasler, D.D.S., and Sheila
Browning, R.N. 

Reach up to
400,000 people

across the
metroplex advertis-
ing in the upcoming

Irving Rambler
Newspaper Auction
in partnership with
Lone Star Auctions

Call 214-67-6493
For more information

The Academy shines at HOSA Leadership Conference

The future of medicine, HOSA students from The Academy High School who won medals in the Area V
Leadership Conference will participate in state competition.
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March 1
Community Fest - It’s free fun for
residents of all ages as the City of
Irving presents Community Fest
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Senter
Park Recreation Center, 901 S.
Senter Road. A variety of music,
games and children’s activities,
such as face painting, tattoos and
bounce houses, will be featured.
Attendees can qualify for prize
giveaways by visiting and register-
ing at the informational display
booths hosted by various city de-
partments. A grand prize drawing
for Irving residents will be held at
2 p.m. and the winner must be
present to win. For more informa-
tion, call 972-721-2641 or visit
www.cityofirving.org.

March 1
Free Gardening Classes - The
City of Irving is offering free gar-
dening classes about low-mainte-
nance, water-conserving landscap-
ing to Irving and Grand Prairie
residents at the Valley View Mu-
nicipal Complex, 333 Valley View
Lane. Xeriscape Landscape Design
101 will be held from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., and will provide par-
ticipants with information on how
to create a garden that requires
little or no supplemental watering
and less maintenance than tradi-
tional yards. The afternoon presen-
tation, Fantastic Plants for North

Texas, will be held from 1:30 to 5
p.m. and will focus on quality na-
tive and adapted plants recom-
mended for and readily available
in this area. Seating is limited. Call
972-721-2772 for more informa-
tion.

March 1
Calling All Men - First United
Methodist Church—Irving holds a
Men’s Breakfast. So reserve your
spot before by calling the church
office at 972-253-3531. This
breakfast is a large portion for
$6. Have fun, food & fellowship
with other men and listen to the
guest speaker. The breakfast starts
at 8A and you are done by
9:30a. First United Methodist—
Irving is located at 211 W. Third
and the breakfast will be located
in the Fellowship Hall.

March 2
Irving Heritage House Tour - For
a view of yesterday, visit the Irv-
ing Heritage House, located at 303
South O’Connor, between the
hours of 3:00 PM and 5:00 PM.
Admission is free and docent led
tours are provided. Built in 1912,
the Heritage House is a restored
pioneer home. The house has been
designated as a Texas State Histori-
cal Landmark. For information,
call 972-252-3838 or visit the web
site www.irvingheritage.com.

March 3
Journey Toward Healing - Grief
Support Group This on-going sup-
port group meets the first Monday
of each month from 7:30 – 8:30
p.m. in the Hill Room/Family Life
Center, 2323 Cheyenne Street, Irv-
ing. If you have lost a loved one in
death, please join us for prayer,
discussion and support for “Appre-
ciate Your Transformation.” The
journey through grief is life-chang-
ing. When you leave the wilder-
ness of your grief, you are simply
not the same person you were when
you entered. Call 972-252-5521 for
more information.

March 6
Relationship Between Science
and Religion - The University of
Dallas will sponsor a public lec-
ture by Guy Consolmagno, S.J.,
scientist and major interpreter of
the relationship between science
and religion. The lecture, “How
Scientists Think About Religion,”
will be held from 3:30 – 5 p.m. in
the Gorman Lecture Center, Room
A, on the University’s Irving cam-
pus located at 1845 E. Northgate
Dr. in Irving. The lecture is free
and seating is limited.

March 7
Shredding event - Residents will
have another opportunity to guard
against identity theft by having

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EARLY VOTING:
FEBRUARY 19 through FEBRUARY 29, 2008

At Irving City Hall and Barbara Bush Middle School
http://www.dalcoelections.org/march42008/EVLocations.htm

for polling times

ELECTION DAY: MARCH 4, 2008
ELECTION DAY – Call 214-637-7937

or WEBSITE: www.dalcoelections.org
to locate your precinct polling place

POL. ADV. PAID BY LINDA HARPER BROWN CAMPAIGN J RALPH ELLIS TREASURER 125 E JOHN CARPENTER STE 250
IRVING TX 972-432-9919 CONTRIBUTIONS $500 AND OVER INCLUDE EMPLOYER AND POSITION, THE CAMPAIGN DOES

NOT SOLICIT OR ACCEPT FOREIGN NATIONAL AND CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS

LINDA
HARPER
 BROWN

RE-ELECT
A PROVEN LEADER

LINDA HARPER BROWN
TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT 105, IRVING, TEXAS

LINDA
HARPER
 BROWN

personal/proprietary information
safely shredded. Shred Document
Destruction will be available from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Irving’s Drop-
Off recycling center located at
O’Connor Plaza (northwest corner
of State Highway 183 and
O’Connor Road). Look for the
shredding equipment and the drop-
off recycling center in between the
two large vacant buildings. Resi-
dents are limited to two file boxes
per visit and will be serviced on a
first-come, first-served basis. Only
paper materials will be accepted
and CDs or credit cards are not
included. Plan ahead and bring
regular household recyclables to
the drop-off recycling center in the
same trip. For more information,
contact Solid Waste Services at
972-721-8059.

March 7
First Friday Fun Night - First
United Methodist Church, located
at 211 W. Third, in the Family Life
Center wants to welcome all
middle school students for their
monthly First Friday Fun
Night. They have pizza and some
of the fun things they have done
are Volleyball, Ping Pong, Basket-
ball, Board Games. This is a great
& safe time to bring your friends
at 6:30 to 9p. You do not need to
be a member of First UMC-Irving
to attend this event. Open to all
Irving Middle School Students. If
you have never been before—your
parent will need to come into the
Family Life Center to fill out a
Medical Release Form. 

Through March 10
Council Packets Available - Irv-
ing residents who are interested in
becoming a candidate for a City
Council position can pick up a can-
didate packet from the City
Secretary’s Office at City Hall, 825
W. Irving Blvd. The 30-day filing
period continues through March
10. This year the mayor and coun-
cil Places 3 and 5 will be elected
in the general election set for May
10. If a runoff election is neces-
sary, it will be held June 14. Call
972-721-2493 or visit
www.cityofirving.org/city-secre-
tary for more information.

Irving Veterans Memorial Park
 As part of the expansion of the Irv-
ing Veterans Memorial Park, resi-
dents can honor a family member,
friend or veteran with a personal-
ized granite block that will be
placed on the commemorative
battlement walls. Features of the
park include five large bronze stat-
ues of veteran soldiers, a Fountain
of Hope, River of Freedom and
World Map of Confrontation. Five
History Walls will describe and
document the history of the major
conflicts since the founding of Irv-
ing in 1903. The main memorial
wall will list the names of residents
who lost their lives in service to
our country. For information about
the $125 commemorative granite
blocks, visit www.cityofirving.org/
parks-and-recreation for an online
form, or call 972-721-2501.
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DESKIN’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
Electrical, plumbing,

drywall, painting,
sprinkler repairs,

landscaping, hedge
trimming

214 708 4975
972 255 3152

Jon’s
Upholstery
Has  MOVED

call
972-255-0060

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
FOR SALE-Hot Wheels Collection-Treasure
Hunts, Final Runs and many other series 972-
438-4522

CARRIERS NEEDED
Call 214-675-9160

HELP WANTED
Mike Overby, PE/CMC Principal & Owner
Express Personnel Services Dallas Metro Of-
fice 4070 N. Beltline Rd #126 Irving, TX
75038 972-258-4981 - Office 469-222-5559
- Cell An ISO 9001-2000 Certified Company
“Helping People Succeed” Link to our monthly
newsletter: www.expresspersonnel.com/news-
letters/e_exchange.htm HRTips: http://
employers.expresspersonnel.com/us/solutions/
hr-tip-archives.aspx

ADVERTISING PRICES
First 15 words $7.00
Each additional word $0.20

Bold, Caps, border $7.00

The Irving Rambler is bringing buyers and sellers together.  When you place a
classified advertisement in the Rambler, we publish it online at no additional
charge. The Irving Rambler does not accept submission of an advertisement as
a commitment to publish.  Publication of an advertisement does not create an
obligation to continue publishing.  The Irving Rambler reserves the right to
refuse to publish any advertisement for any reason.  Ads promoting hate groups,
or including inappropriate material will not be published.  E-mail addresses
will only be published if included in the copy of your classified ad.

To purchase classified ads call
214-675-6493.

New medical office, Valley Ranch Urgent Care in Irving is now
hiring for the following positions for day, evening and weekend
shifts:

NOW HIRING

Radiology Technician
Medical Assistant
Physician Assistant
Registered Nurse

Billing Coordinator
Receptionist
Front Office Coordinator

Please send resume to r.f.zayed@hotmail.com or fax to Rae at
(214) 635-2149 with shift preference and salary requirement.

Competitive Benefits/EOE

SALES POSITION
Local territory, established accounts, People
person, detail oriented, responsible, courteous,
articulate, computer literate, MS Office, email
and internet savvy opportunity for growth, ex-
perience preferred, call to 214-675-6493 to
discuss your opportinities

SAW OPERATOR NEEDED
Saw Operator needed with some computer
knowledge. Steady work, great location. Ap-
ply in person at Hannon Hydraulics, 625 North
Loop 12, Irving, Texas No phone interviews.

Church needs a man to
do yard work and light

maintenance. Excellent pay
and working conditions.
Call: Truman Warren at

972-579-7850.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
is a dynamic and growing
software development and
IT consulting organization.

We are looking for
candidates

with the right background
for the following software

development and consulting
position(s):

* Software Engineer
* Programmer

* Database Administrator
* Systems Analyst

Contact (principals only)
SREE INFOTECH LLC
1825 W. Walnut Hill Lane,

Suite 120,
Irving, TX 75038.

SREE INFOTECH LLC
3636 Spring Canyon Trail,
Round Rock, TX 78681.
www.sreeinfotech.com

221 Shrum Ct
2 Story

Townhome style
2bd 1 1/2bth

Fenced patio – w/d con.
- F/P

ALL $375 First mo.
Rent!!

Call 469-442-1972

FOR RENT

OPINION

By Cindy Bond
If you are a parent or grandpar-

ent concerned about society’s moral
and civil decline and its affects on
your children/grandchildren, here is
a novel idea: teach them the Ten
Commandments.

The laws handed down to
Moses on Mt. Sinai have been the
very foundation on which every civi-
lized society has flourished with and
declined without. Learning and un-
derstanding the Ten Commandments
is one of the most basic and effective
ways to inoculate our youth from
society’s destructive forces that shape
and mold the thoughts and attitudes
of our children.

And each Commandment serves
to protect our kids in a specific way.

Thou Shalt Have No gods be-
fore Me does not only mean not wor-
shipping pagan gods, but other false
idols, such as greed or fame. A re-
cent USA Today survey of 18-25 year
olds found that 81% of those sur-
veyed listed “get rich” as their top
goal in life, while 51% ranked “be
famous” as their top goal. “Help
people” and “Become a leader in the
community” only came in at 30 and
22% respectively.

No matter what religion we be-
long to, acknowledging a power
higher than ourselves which we do
not acquire, but serve, begets a sense
of humility and scorns narcissism.

Thou Shalt Not Take the
Name of the Lord in Vain teaches
reverence, but also respect and de-
corum. More than 70% of Americans
believe we are a ruder and less civil
society than 20 years ago, and nearly
8 in 10 Americans report a rise in
profanity. Using profanity or “G—
D—“ in front of every noun is not
only offensive, it projects ignorance
and lack of education, regardless of
the background of the offender.

Remember the Sabbath re-
quires commitment, but also instills
a sense of community and belonging,
imperative to our youth. An Ellison

Can the TCan the TCan the TCan the TCan the Ten Commandments Protect en Commandments Protect en Commandments Protect en Commandments Protect en Commandments Protect YYYYYour Kids from the Culture our Kids from the Culture our Kids from the Culture our Kids from the Culture our Kids from the Culture WWWWWar?ar?ar?ar?ar?
Research study found that 66% of
Americans believed attending church
before the age of 18 contributed to
their moral foundation. Two-thirds of
Americans who attend church on a
regular basis are “very happy” or
“very satisfied” with their life, ac-
cording to a recent Gallup poll.

Honor Thy Father and
Mother. A recent study suggested
that children born post 1982 are the
“most narcissitic generation in his-
tory.” Children who are not taught re-
spect for authority, limits, and bound-
aries are not enhancing their “self-
esteem”. According to the study, nar-
cissists “are more likely to have ro-
mantic relationships that are short-
lived, at risk for infidelity, lack emo-
tional warmth, and to exhibit game-
playing, dishonesty, and over-con-
trolling and violent behaviors.”

Thou Shalt Not Kill cries out
in our society today. Violence on tele-
vision and in movies and video
games has desensitized our children
to the far-reaching ramifications that
taking a life has on families and so-
ciety. School shootings are on the
rise. The Northern Illinois University
shooting this month marked the fifth
school shooting that week alone.
Respect for life is being replaced by
a “take ‘em down with you” attitude.

Thou Shalt Not Steal. The con-
cept of stealing has become muddled
among our youth. In the digital age,
only 11% of teens have a clear un-
derstanding of copyright law regard-
ing downloading media. While 90%
believe stealing a bike should be pun-
ished, only 48% believe the same fate
should rest on those for download-
ing intellectual property, according to
a recent Microsoft study. Other forms
of stealing are also on the rise. Ac-
cording to Junior Achievement, 40%
of students have admitted to cheat-
ing, and 58% of teachers surveyed by
the Association of Teachers and Lec-
turers believe plagiarism is a “prob-
lem”.

Thou Shalt Not Bear False
Witness Against Thy Neighbor.
Cyber-bullying has reached epidemic
status among teens, where numerous
internet sites allow anonymous us-
ers to post slanderous material with-
out any consequences. One in three
teens has been a victim of cyber-bul-
lying according to the Opinion Re-

search Corporation for Fight Crime,
and the consequences have been
heart-wrenching. The case of Megan
Meier drew national attention when
it was reported that a ruse on
myspace by her friend and her
friend’s mother led Megan to com-
mit suicide.

Thou Shalt Not Commit Adul-
tery. Our children see case after case
of infidelity among our elected lead-
ers and celebrities in the media, but
the effects of infidelity go unreported.
While it is often glamorized, as in
the case of the Jolie/Pitt/Aniston love
triangle, adultery tears families apart,
leaving the children in the dust. Study
after study shows that children raised
without both a mother and father are
more likely to live in poverty, become
addicted to drugs, engage in premari-
tal sex, suffer from depression and
commit suicide.

Thou Shalt Not Covet Thy
Neighbor’s Wife. Since the dawn of
the Internet, pornography has ex-
ploded. According to a University of
New Hampshire Study, 42% of chil-
dren ages 10-17 were exposed to on-
line pornography, with 66% of those
not seeking the pornographic sites.
According to the National Coalition
for Protection of Children and Fami-
lies, “Young people growing up in
our already overly sexualized culture
are being exposed to sexually explicit
material on a daily basis through net-
work television, movies, music and
the Internet. Children are being sub-
jected to sexual material and mes-
sages before they are mentally pre-
pared to understand or evaluate what
they are viewing. In addition, the
majority of sex education is taking
place in the media, not in the home,
church or school.”

Thou Shalt Not Covet Thy
Neighbor’s Goods.  It is no longer
about keeping up with the Joneses,
it is about surpassing them. Instant
gratification today is as easy as plas-
tic. JumpStart Coalition for Personal
Finance Literacy found that one-third
of high school seniors use a credit
card. According to Nellie Mae, the
average freshman arrives at college
with $1,585 in credit card debt. The
material world has forced even our
youngest to already mortgage their
future.

The Ten Commandments are as
vital today as they were when Moses
received them on the mount. They
have been the cornerstone for civil-
ity, order and justice. Choosing not
to teach these to our children will not
only unleash the cultural demons
against them, it will contribute to our
cultural demise as a society. Raising
our children without a spiritual foun-
dation lends an attitude that there is
no consequence to one’s actions un-
less he/she gets caught. And by then
it will be too late.
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Continuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The TraditionContinuing The Tradition
“The Right Choice for Over 50 Years.”

BROWN’S MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Brown Family Owned and Operated.

972-254-4242
Brownmem@msn.comBen F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.Ben F.

Church & Chapel Ser-
vices

Local, Out of Town
Services

& Burials
Memorials
Cremation

Memories Flowers

We Provide The Personal Touch
David & Carla Davis,

Owners & Licenced Funeral Directors

972-259-7644129 S. O’Connor
Irving, TX 75060

Irving’s oldest funeral home

J. P. POND
J. P. Pond, 82, a resident of

Irving for 60 years, died Saturday
at the Dallas Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center.

Born April 19, 1925 at
Marysville, TX, he was the son of
Wilford Hall Pond and Ola May
Cook Pond. A U. S. Army veteran,
he was a postal worker for the U.
S. Postal Service. He was a mem-
ber of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church.

Survived by daughters, Bar-
bara Lantz and husband Lee of
Bonham and Cathy May Woodall
and husband Larry of Nevada, TX;
sons, Gary Paul Pond of Texas and
David R. Pond and wife, Deannia
of Azle; sister, Vivian Woods of
Albuquerque, NM; twelve grand-
children; and seven great grand-
children.

The family received friends at
the funeral home Tuesday. Funeral
services were Feb. 27 at Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home Chapel.
Don Hoaldridge officiated.
Graveside services were Wednes-
day at Valley View Cemetery in
Valley View, TX.

FRANKLIN
DEW WEATHERS

    Franklin
Dew Weathers,
74, passed away
in his sleep on
February 14.
     Franklin
was born May
11, 1933, in

Mullin, TX the youngest child and
only son of Bertha and Ashley
Weathers. He served in the US
Navy 1951-1954. He worked for
local newspapers for 22 years from
age 11 in Goldthwaite, Dublin,
Teague, Llano and Junction, TX.
He continued to work in the print-
ing industry in the Dallas area an
additional 20 years until retiring
in the early 90’s to enjoy life with
his best friend (his wife).

He also belonged to the Irv-
ing Radio Control Flyers Associa-
tion, Chapter 21 RC, Dallas Ra-
dio Control Club AMA Charter
609 and Honda Chaparral Motor-
cycle Club. He loved to fly his RC
planes, cars and boat, to travel
from coast to coast in his R.V., ride
his motorcycle, and fix or build

things. He was a devoted husband,
father, grandfather, great grandfa-
ther and friend. He was a resident
of Irving for the past 41 years and
a member of Plymouth Park Meth-
odist Church. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

His wife of 56 years, Myrlene
Weathers, and four daughters,
Cheryl and David Heyman, Rita
Weathers and husband, Brian Foss,
Marsha Weatherby, Ella Barber
and husband, David; eight grand
children, Ashley Wade Heyman,
Drew Weatherby, Sara Foss
Montenegro and husband Matt,
Kacee Merriman, Emily Heyman,
Katie Weatherby, Allen Foss, Ken-
neth Barber and one great grand-
child, Parker Merriman. Sister,
Geraldine Woodley, nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and great neph-
ews.

A Memorial will be held
March 1 at 4 p.m. at Plymouth
Park United Methodist Church in
Irving. Franklin donated his body
to UT Southwestern Medical
School.

In lieu of flowers the family
would appreciate contributions
made to Methodist Children’s
Home in Waco, TX or a charity of
one’s choice in his name.

BILLY EDWARD PAGE
Billy Edward Page, 62, passed

away on February 21, 2008 in his
home. 

He was born on Dec. 26, 1945
in Irving. Billy had been a lifelong
resident of Irving, he was a vet-
eran of the US Navy and a mem-
ber of the Irving Masonic Lodge
#1218 A.F. & A.M. 

He was preceded in death by
his father, Harold Page and
brother, Gene Page. He is survived
by his wife, Carolyn Page, mother,
Rosemary Page of Waxahachie,
TX, daughter, Leslie Elizabeth
Liner of Cleburne, TX, son, Riley
Nicholas Page of Irving, step-son,
Hollis Wynne, Jr. of Baton Rouge,
LA, 9 Grandchildren, 1 great
granddaughter, and brother, Dean
Page of Plano. 

Private services will be held
at a later time. Funeral arrange-
ments conducted under the direc-
tion of Chapel of Roses Funeral
Home.

WARREN “JAY” LOVE
    Warren
“Jay” Love, age
62, a resident of
Irving for 45
years, died Feb-
ruary 20, 2008
at an Irving
hospital.
    Born Feb.

23, 1945 in Jefferson, TX, he was
a 1964 graduate of North Dallas
High School and a graduate of the
University of Texas at Arlington.
Jay was a publisher at Taylor Pub-
lishing Company in Dallas for 35
years and a member of First Bap-
tist Church of Irving.

Preceded in death by his son,
Justin Michael Love and father,
Warren J. Love, Sr., he is survived
by his wife of 13 years, Susanne
Love; children, Jeri Dawn Love-
Schultz and husband Bill, Darlyng
Love, John David Love and wife
Sheena, all of Irving; step-chil-
dren, Jonathan Aaron Estes and
wife Amy of Waco, Stephanie Rae
Hollingsworth of Coleman;
mother, Idaliah Turney of Irving;
brother, Sonny Love and wife
Donna of Nacona; sister, Jaynell
Tarvin of Irving.

Services were held Feb. 26 at
Dallas-Fort Worth National Cem-
etery. Please contact your local
Baptist church for making contri-
butions in Jay’s name to church
missions, Lottie Moon and
Samaritan’s Purse; or, contribu-
tions may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Arrange-
ments under the direction of
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral
Home.

IRIS MARIE JOYCE
Iris Marie Joyce, Irving,

passed away February 22, 2008.
She was born Sep. 10, 1918 in
McKinney.

Survivors include her husband
Clem Joyce of Irving; sons Dennis
Joyce and wife Marguerite of
Lancaster, Joe Joyce of Atenas,
Costa Rica, and Stephen Joyce of
Arlington; daughter Janice
Campbell and husband Kenneth of
Sanger; 9 grandchildren and 6
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
Feb. 25 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel. Interment followed at Oak
Grove Memorial Gardens.

DR. WILLIAM H. KING
    Dr. William
H. King, of Irv-
ing, died Febru-
ary 22, 2008 af-
ter suffering a
head injury
when he fell at
home two days

prior.
He was a descendent of early

Irving settlers, his grandfather,
William Monroe King, having
been the first superintendent of Irv-
ing schools in 1909. His grand-
mother Bertha Moody King was a
long-time teacher in the Old Red
Brick School Building. He was the
son of William Marion King, Jr.
and Lillie Belle Garrett King.

He graduated from Irving
High School as valedictorian of the
Class of 1951 and earned a BA
degree from the University of
North Texas with high honors in

1955. He received his MD degree
from the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School in
1959 and Master of Public Health
degree at Harvard University in
1964.

Bill served twenty years as a
US Air Force Flight Surgeon in-
cluding an internship in Hawaii
and tours as Medical Advisor to the
Vietnamese Air Force and Hospi-
tal Commander at Dover Air Force
Base in Delaware. He retired in the
rank of Colonel in 1979. His mili-
tary decorations included the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Bronze
Star, the Air Medal, and the VNAF
Honor Service Medal. He was a
board-certified specialist in aero-
space medicine, a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians,
the American College of Preven-
tive Medicine, and the Aerospace
Medical Association. He was a
member of the International acad-
emy of Aviation and Space medi-
cine and had attended 15 interna-
tional meetings.

In civilian life, he was associ-
ated with the medical departments
of American Airlines, Exxon/
Mobil, the Cooper Clinic, and
Concentra Health Services. Bill
had attended Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church since 1979. He
was a life-member of the Irving
Heritage Society, past president of
the Old Kit Cemetery Association,
and a member of the Irving Sym-
phony Orchestra Association.

He is survived by his wife
Betty King of Irving; sons Will
King and wife Melissa, and Ken
King and wife Lisa, all of
McKinney; grandchildren Ashtyn
Grace, Dylan Andrew, and Caden
Matthew King; sister Virginia
Bowden of Athens, TX; brother Dr.
James A. King, and aunt Sue
Threadgill, both of Dallas; six
nephews; and one niece. 

Funeral services were held
Feb. 27 at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Irving. Interment took
place at Old Kit Cemetery. Ar-
rangements were made by Brown’s
Memorial Funeral Home.

MELBA WOOLSEY
    Melba
Woolsey, 72, of
Valliant, OK
formerly a long
time resident of
Irving entered
the arms of her
loving Lord and
Savior on Feb-

ruary 22, 2008.
She was born on Sep. 24, 1935

in Valliant to Tom and Alma
Grabeel. Melba was a member of
Felker Free Will Baptist Church
and was retired from the banking
business.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, brother, Harold
Grabeel, son, Jeff Woolsey, and
infant daughter, Sherry.

Melba leaves to cherish her
memory her loving husband of 54
years Horace Woolsey of Valliant;
daughter Pam Buenau and hus-
band John of Hot Springs, AR; son
Kerry Woolsey and wife Ann of
Euless; four granddaughters
Brooke Griffin and Lauren Buenau
of Hot Springs, AR; Kerra and
Kendra Woolsey of Euless; and a
host of family and friends.

The Family would like to ex-
tend a special thanks to the nurses
and staff of Vitas Hospice.

Visitation was Feb. 24 at
Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home.
Funeral services were held Feb. 25
at Felker Free Will Baptist Church
in Valliant, OK. Interment fol-
lowed at Moran Cemetery.

LORENA McKINNEY
    Lorena
McKinney, of
Irving, passed
away February
24, 2008, at the
grand age of 93.
     Devoted
wife, mother,
and Christian,

she was always willing to help. She
was also known for her Italian
Cream Cakes and was always
asked to make one for any and all
occasions. Born in Whitewright,
TX on Feb. 11, 1915, she married
Joseph McKinney on Feb. 25,
1942. With a grand total of 66
years of marriage, and with 63
years on earth, she and her hus-
band, Joseph, celebrated their 66th

wedding anniversary together in
heaven. Their loving relationship
with friendship, courtship, and
marriage totaled approximately 83
years shared together.

Lorena moved to Irving in
Oct. of 1956 where she became a
member of Plymouth Park Baptist
Church and cared for her family.
She was preceded in death by her
husband Joseph W. McKinney; her
sisters Paige Flanery and Dell
Skipworth; her brother Argus
Ashinhurst; sister-in-laws Gladys
Ashinhurst, Mary Jo Ashinhurst,
Billie Jean Stallings, Geneva
Ashinhurst; brothers-in-laws
Sonny Flanery and Jack
Skipworth.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter Betty Hammonds and son-in-
law David Hammonds; step-grand-
sons David Lee Hammonds and
Randy Hammonds; brothers
Vernon Ashinhurst, J.M.
Ashinhurst and Lindy Ashinhurst
sister Zeru Siegenthaler; brother-
in-laws Stanley Siegenthaler and
Bill Stallings; sister-in-law Doris
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Serving Irving  families
since 1963

606 West Airport Freeway
Irving, Texas  75062

(972) 579-1313

www.donnellyscolonial.com

Chapel of Roses Funeral Home
Welcomes long time Irving Funeral Director

Austin E. Raney

1225 E. Irving Blvd. 75060
972-554-1031

Owned & Operated by the Chism &
Crouch Families

Directors:
Charlotte Chism Waldrum
Harrell Chism
Austin E. Raney

Offering:
Traditional Funeral Services
Cremation
Military Services

OBITUARIES
Ashinhurst; many nieces, neph-
ews, grandnieces and nephews,
and great-grand nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were held
Feb. 28 at Brown’s Memorial
Chapel with Pastor Jerry Perrill
officiating. Interment followed at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.
Visitation was prior to the funeral
service. If desired, memorial do-
nations may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. If you have
known me and lost me, you have
lost nothing. But if you have
known the Lord and lost Him, you
have lost everything.

DENNIS
MICHAEL MERGO

    Lt. Col. Den-
nis M. Mergo
(ret.) was born
in Lynwood,
PA, March
23,1928 and
entered eternal
life in his home

on Feb. 25, 2008.
Denny attended Girard Col-

lege, Philadelphia, PA 1945, and
graduated from Buckell University
in 1949. Denny had a long and re-
warding career in the USAF where
he retired after 23 years of service
as a Lt. Colonel. He served in Ko-
rea and Vietnam and received nu-

merous medals for his service. He
truly was one of the greatest guys
you would ever met - personality
plus -  A man that never met a
stranger. One of the first questions
he would ask someone was “where
are you from?” Somehow he would
know someone who was from there
or he had been there. Usually it was
someone he had served with in the
service.

Denny had a terrific memory
and was able to give you informa-
tion in detail. He was always in-
terested in “gadgets” of some sort,
the wilder the better, his toys. One
of the funniest gadgets was a
“weather stick”, it would raise or
fall depending on the weather, he
enjoyed giving them to his friends.

His wife Patsy Mergo survives
him; they celebrated their 50th An-
niversary on Nov. 23, 2007. He is
also survived by their daughter
Dian Foreman, her husband
Kenny, grandson Jace and grand-
daughter Kelcey of Elk City, OK
and daughter Cheryl Mergo of
Houston; his brother William
Mergo and wife Pauline and their
son Bill; brother-in-law Dan
Roady and wife Frances, daughters
Shelly, Amber and Jennifer. Denny
and Patsy are long members of the
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Irv-
ing.

Burial will be at Dallas / Ft.
Worth National Cemetery Feb. 28
under the direction of Donnelly’s
Colonial Funeral Home; Memorial
Service was at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church with reception to
follow service.

NYMPHA NATALIA
ROMERO

N y m p h a
Natalia Romero
of Irving born
January 24,
1944 passed
away February
22, 2008. She
was a member

of St. Luke’s Catholic Church in
Irving and worked as an engineer
for the City of Dallas.

She is survived by husband
Gilberto Romero of Irving; mother
Rosario de la Rosa of Irving;
daughter Judee Nicole Romero of
Irving; brothers Martin, Efran and
Alexander de la Rosa and sister
Nenette de la Rosa.

The family received visitors
on Thursday at the funeral home.
Rosary was at Friday at the funeral
home. Funeral Mass to be held at
Noon March 1st at Holy Family
Catholic Church, 2330 Cheyenne
in Irving. Interment to follow at
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens.

DORA MAE
“DODDIE” WINDHAM

    Dora Mae
“ D o d d i e ”
Windham, 65,
a resident of
Irving for 46
years, for-
merly of Iowa
Park, died

February 23, 2008 at her home.
Born Jan. 24, 1943 in

Wichita Falls, she grew up in
Iowa Park and graduated from W.
F. George High School. She mar-
ried Wilmer James Windham
Jan. 16, 1959 at the Faith Bap-
tist Church in Iowa Park. She
was a long-time area florist and
had operated Flowers By Doddie.
She was a member of the Living
Word Global Church in Irving
and volunteered at the Heritage
Senior Citizens Senior Center.

Preceded in death by her fa-
ther, Horace Williams, her hus-
band Wilmer James Windham, a
sister, Shirley Williams, and uncle,
Bill Crowder, she is survived by
her mother, Juanita Williams of
Iowa Park; her children, Cindy
Windham, David Windham, Susan
Endicott, Kathy Windham and
Deannie Compton, all of Irving;
sisters, Barbara Smith and hus-
band, Leon of Lavonia, Louisiana
and Debbie Powell and husband
Bailey of Benbrook; five grand-
children; sister-in-law, Janice
Frazier of Grand Prairie; and an
aunt, Pat Crowder of
Throckmorton.

Funeral service was Feb. 26 at
Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home
Chapel. Graveside services fol-
lowed Tuesday at the Highland
Cemetery in Iowa Park. Pastor
Chad Burton officiated.

The MacArthur High School
forensics (speech & debate) team
earned top honors in various events
at the Nimitz Valhalla Speech &
Debate Tournament. Jason
Douglass finished with first place
in prose interpretation and Raven
Garcia took home first place hon-
ors in poetry interpretation. Adaobi
Anyiwo received a third place
overall speaker award in Lincoln-
Douglas style debate. Cameron
Ingram, Crysta Vera and Trey
Reynolds qualified for the semifi-
nal rounds of prose and poetry, re-
spectively.

In the team’s second February
tournament, Canton Rike UIL In-
vitational, Douglass and Garcia
again garnered first place finishes
in their respective events of prose
and poetry with Douglass besting
35 contestants and Garcia edging
out 28. Reynolds won second in
prose interpretation, Ingram won
third place in poetry interpretation,
and Anyiwo placed seventh in Lin-
coln-Douglas debate.

The students now prepare for
the District 7-5A Academic Cham-
pionship on March 22 at South
Grand Prairie High School.
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A delegation of 45 students
and faculty from The Academy of
Irving ISD, MacArthur, Irving and
Nimitz high schools, and Union
Bower Center for Learning, at-
tended the Family, Career, & Com-
munity Leaders of America
(FCCLA) Region III conference
and competition Feb. 7-9 in Waco.

Students attend leadership conference
J.D. Lees, senior at the Acad-

emy, lead the general sessions and
the House of Delegates as Region
III president. Amber Gill was
elected to the state executive coun-
cil as vice president of Students
Taking Action for Recognition
(STAR) events, the competitive
portion of FCCLA for 2008-2009.

Academy students Jerrett
Ervin and Jennifer Reyes earned
silver medals and Deanna Johnson
earned a bronze medal. Irving
High students Karen Lopez, Brit-

placed third in the illustrated talk
event; Megan Howell placed first
in the stories that teach event; Au-
tumn Field placed second in the
early childhood event; and Lindsey

tany Parks, and Denise
Serna all earned gold
medals. Nimitz stu-
dents Missy Renfrow,
and Erika Eggins
earned bronze medals
and Luisa Hernandez
earned a silver medal.
MacArthur students
Sarah Gonzalez,
Bhumi Patel, and
Cheryl Chamathil each
earned bronze medals.

Several Academy
students placed in the
STAR events: Erica
Castillo, Amparo
Ramirez, and Alicia
Martinez placed third
in the chapter service
manual event; Iva
Royce, Yuriko Lopez,
and Valery Escobedo

Gillespie placed second in the job
interview event.

All students qualified to ad-
vance to the FCCLA State Confer-
ence in Galveston on April 3-5.

Students from Irving ISD participated in the FCCLA Region III conference
and competition Feb. 7-9. Students from all IISD high schools vied for elected
positions within the region as well as competed in various events.
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U.S. CHAMBER NAMES
5 IRVING BUSINESSES

BLUE RIBBON  WINNERS
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, as part of its
annual search for the best small businesses in
the country, has selected five Irving businesses
for the next round of competition. The compa-
nies were selected based upon financial perfor-
mance, business history, staff training and mo-
tivation, community involvement, customer
service and business planning. The Irving com-
panies to receive the Small Business Blue Rib-
bon Awards are: Big State Drug Store,
FASTSIGNS, Glory House Catering, Joe’s Cof-
fee Shop and Mammen Glass and
Mirror. Irving had the most Blue Ribbon win-
ners of any city in the United States, or nearly
10% of the field. The Blue Ribbon winners will
now compete for the Southwest/South Central
Region Small Business of the Year, which will
be announced March 7. The national Small
Business of the Year will be announced at the
Small Business Summit in Washington, D.C.
on April 17.

SKYWAY BUSINESS CENTER SOLD
Houston-based Hartman Management pur-
chased Skyway Business Center at 3002-3018
Skyway Circle in Irving along with three other
properties in Carrollton and Richardson in a
packaged deal. Hartman has indicated that they
plan to make significant investment in upgrad-
ing the interiors of the buildings.

GLOBAL CONSULTANTS
IS NOW COLLABERA

Global Consultants, Inc. (GCI), one of the fast-
est growing providers of end-to-end informa-

was the keynote speaker at the event. Mayor Gears
also spoke as well as Chamber Past Chairwoman,
Lisa Sturgeon, as Allstate is a strong supporter of
BBBS. BBBS of North Texas is the largest BBBS
organization in the world.

SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS RECOGNIZED
Three Irving-based companies have been recog-
nized by the Dallas Business Journal as some of
the largest computer software developers in the
Metroplex. The companies are: Buchanan Associ-
ates, developing custom software in enterprise busi-
ness applications; Aquire, who specializes in
OrgPublisher, an organizational charting solution
and Unifi which delivers simplified work force
planning and management; and Wave Two, LLC,
which specializes in .Net and Java-based solutions
for enterprise resource planning.

TELEPHONE COMPANIES RECOGNIZED
Four of the largest telephone companies in the
Metroplex based upon number of employees are
based in Irving. The companies are: Verizon Com-
munications, Sprint Nextel, Time Warner Cable
and Ntegrated Solutions LLC.

SUPPORT IRVING’S POLICE OFFICERS
The annual Irving Police Awards Banquet will be
March 27 at the Westin Hotel. Individual tickets

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS
The Irving Economic Development Partnership would like to thank the following entities for

their continued support and investment in our program:
Strategic Investor

City of Irving
Irving Convention & Visitors Bureau

Las Colinas Marketing Alliance
TIAA Realty, Inc / Cousins Properties

Services

Chairman’s Investor
Aviall, Inc.

ExxonMobil
Flowserve Corporation
Microsoft Corporation

NEC Corporation of America
RIM

Granite Properties
Koll Development Company

PS Business Parks
Staffelbach Design Associates

The Staubach Company
Triple L Management Corporation

Partner Investor
Avaya

Classic Fare Catering
Friedel Photographic

Frymire Services
Imlach & Collins Brothers

James Hardie Building Products
Knight Security Systems, LLC

Medco Health Solutions
Office Resource Group

Prediction Analytics
Quantum Custom Homes
San Jacinto Public Affairs

President’s Investor
Allstate Insurance

Atmos Energy
Avistas

Carrington Laboratories
Citi

Comerica Bank
DeLaPorte & Associates

DeVry University
EFJohnson, Inc.

Gardere Wynn Sewell LLP
IBM

Las Colinas Country Club
Oncor  Electric Delivery

Reliant Energy

Commercial Real Estate Investor
Archon Group

Coldwell Banker
Crow Holdings/Apollo Real Estate

To share in the benefits enjoyed by these entities, please call us at 214.217.8484 or visit ww.irvingchamber.com.

WEEKLY
BIZ BRIEF

A business activity report by the Irving Economic
Development Partnership.

tion technology services and business solutions
worldwide, announced it changed the company
name to Collabera. The new name showcases the
company’s commitment of building of a collabora-
tive environment that is powered by agility and flex-
ibility and delivering accelerated value to all stake-
holders.  Their new web site is www.collebera.com.
 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
WELCOMED TO IRVING-LAS COLINAS

The Irving Economic Development Partnership
hosted an official welcome celebration for Big
Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of North Texas, which
relocated its headquarters to Las Colinas in late
2007. David Russell, Verizon Vice President-Ex-
ternal Affairs, presented Big Brothers Big Sisters
with a $23,000 check to fund a new initiative - the
Big Reading Program, designed to encourage Bigs
and Littles across the state to read together and, as
a result, positively enhance their relationship, es-
tablish a lifelong love for reading and improve the
Little’s academic scores. U.S. Senator John Cornyn

and various levels of sponsorships are avail-
able including the donation of a table for
officers. For additional information and to
make your reservation, please call 972-721-
2598. 

CITY CONDUCTING
RESIDENT SURVEY

The City of Irving is conducting a resident sur-
vey to receive information regarding
services. Some 15,000 randomly selected resi-
dents were mailed the survey. If you did not
receive the survey, you may complete the sur-
vey on-line at www.cityofirving.org, or call
972-721-4965 to request a paper copy.

GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL
OFFERING TRAINING SESSIONS

The U.S. Green Council will be offering seven
training sessions for contractors and construc-
tion professionals at the North Central Texas
Council of Government office in
Arlington. The first, monthly, half-day session
will be March 12 and continue through Sep-
tember. For more information, contact Cindy
Stanley at cstanley@usgbnorthtexas.org.

The Irving Economic Development Partnership
has initiated 16 new projects this fiscal year for
either relocation or expansion in Irving, and
continues to manage 22 similar projects car-
ried over from the previous fiscal year.
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have a pedestrian connection to the
existing transit center where there
are 715 parking spaces already. We
are looking at ways to reduce costs.
So we made a few minor changes
to the alignment. Some of the scale
of the stations has been reduced.
It is not going to be noticeable for
the most part, cutting down some
of the pavement at some of the sta-
tions and things like that,” Mr.
Hoppie said.

“The South Las Colinas Sta-
tion is a deferred station. It will be
deferred until development or po-
tentially commuter rail will come
on the Burlington Northern line
there. That is the intent of having
that connection if and when it does
come on line.

“The Loop 12 Station is also
currently a deferred station. We are
talking with the city and they are
thinking hard about when they
want it to come online. It may be

sooner than later. I don’t know
exactly. We have to work through
that issue. We still have a signifi-
cant budget issue we are dealing
with. So we have to keep our costs
down. But it is not going to be a
very expensive station for the most
part, because it won’t have a lot of
infrastructure that we would put in
and it won’t have any parking.

“One other change is that we
originally called for the alignment
to go underneath Hidden Ridge
Road near Verizon, we are now
proposing to go at grade through
that area.

“The rail is coming. I think it
has more benefits than impacts. We
only have 400 feet of single fam-
ily residential adjacency and some
apartment adjacency. But other
corridors we have worked with
have miles and miles of residents
nearby. So this line is not going to
have a lot of impact to the residents
of Irving, and it will have a lot of
benefit,” he said.

Irving resident Ted Olson was
recently honored by the Promo-
tional Products Association South-
west (PPAS) for his industry
contributions. Olson, Professional
Products Association International
(PPAI) president emeritus, re-
ceived PPAS’ first Lifetime Mem-
ber award.

“Ted’s generosity and devo-
tion to our industry was most de-
serving of PPAS’ first Lifetime
Member award and of a scholar-
ship bearing Ted’s name,” PPAS
president Mary Dowling, said.
“This was a tribute to Ted that will
remain with the PPAS membership
for a lifetime.”

During a recent industry lun-
cheon, PPAS executive director
Barbara Frank reflected on some
of Olson’s lifetime achievements. 

“Ted was inducted in the PPAI
Hall of Fame and the Canadian
Association’s Hall of Fame, and he
serves on six boards in the area for
charities where he donates his
commission back to the organiza-
tion,” Ms. Frank said. “He has
been a very active Boy Scout for
more than 60 years, is a Distin-
guished Eagle Scout and has re-
ceived the Silver Buffalo—the Boy
Scouts of America’s highest recog-
nition for volunteer service.”

Olson also is past chairman of
the Irving Convention and Visitors
Board of Directors and the DFW
Humane Society.

PPAI is the country’s preemi-
nent membership organization,
leading the evolving promotional
products industry in growth, inno-
vation and success. Its mission is
to lead the industry by expanding
the market, providing indispens-
able products and services, and
enhancing its members’ profes-
sionalism and success. PPAS is a
chapter of PPAI.
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Looking toward the future, Guy Wigington and Don Oberin (rt)
examine a map of DART’s proposed Orange Line.

Continued from page 1
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Ted Olson


